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To  Lteat  Qm,  Lord  W.  Bentiiick.  Boecillo,  near  Valladolid,  dOth  July,  1812. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  28th  June,  with  all  the  enclo- 
sures you  refer  to,  excepting  your  instructions  to  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  find  that,  although  it  appears  that  you  don*t  expect  any 
successful  result  from  the  operations  of  the  Sicilian  army  on  the  Eastern 
coast  of  the  Peninsula,  to  which  point  I  shall  advert  presently,  you  had 
resumed  the  intention  of  sending  them  there.  I  acknowledge  that  I 
thought  that,  upon  consideration,  you  would  find  the  grounds  for  your 
intended  expedition  to  the  coast  of  Italy  so  little  satisfactory,  that  you 
would  resume  the  plan  for  the  Eastern  coast  which  had  been  concerted 
and  arranged ;  and  every  thing  remains  in  exactly  the  state  in  which  it 
was  in  the  beginning  of  June,  excepting  that  the  first  division  of  the 
Sicilian  army  has  gone,  according  to  your  former  directions,  to  Sardinia. 
I  should  hope,  however,  that  there  will  be  no  inconvenience  in  bringing 
it  back  from  thence. 

In  regard  to  the  aid  to  Spain  to  be  derived  from  this  expedition,  I  am 
concerned  to  find  that  you  have  altered  your  opinion  upon  it  since  you 
first  proposed  the  measure  to  government ;  and  if  I  did  not  hope  that 
Gen.  Maitland  and  the  Staff  and  other  officers  of  the  Sicilian  army  would 
alter  their  opinion  upon  a  nearer  view  of  what  they  have  to  accomplish, 
and  its  effect  upon  the  contest,  I  should  despair  of  any  success  from  per- 
sons coming  on  a  service  holding  such  opinions. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  they  can  succeed  in  taking  Tarragona,  and  in 
opening  a  communication  between  the  fieet  and  the  Spanish  army  by 
Tarragona,  which  is  in  itself  a  service  of  the  greatest  importance.  I  am 
likewise  quite  certain  that  they  can  take  the  city  of  Valencia ;  that  they 
will  thereby  give  to  the  Spaniards,  and  deprive  the  French  of,  an  im- 
portant resource ;  that  the  war  will  revive  again  in  Valencia;  and  that, 
if  matters  are  well  arranged  in  that  quarter,  the  enemy  will  never  again 
gain  possession  of  that  ciQr. 
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2  SPAIN. 

But  if  1  should  be  mistaken  in  my  expectations  of  their  success  in  these 
operations,  I  can't  be  mistaken  in  their  effect  upon  my  own.  1  have  lately, 
on  the  22d,  beaten  Marshal  Marmont  in  a  general  action,  fought  near 
Salamanca,  and  I  have  pursued  him  beyond  the  Duero ;  and  our  troops 
have  this  day  entered  Valladolid.  The  King  is  at  Segovia,  with  a  corps 
of  12,000  or  15,000  men;  and,  having  driven  Marmont  from  the  lower 
Duero,  my  next  object  is  to  prevent  him  and  Marmont,  if  possible,  from 
joining,  which  I  am  about  to  attempt.  But  either  the  French  must  lose 
all  their  communications  with  their  troops  in  the  north  of  Spain,  or  they 
must  oblige  me  to  withdraw  towards  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  They 
cannot  effect  this  object  without  bringing  against  me  Suchet's  army,  or 
the  army  of  the  South,  or  both.  I  cannot  but  think  it  very  important  that 
the  attention  of  Suchet  should  be  diverted  from  his  supposed  operations 
against  me  by  the  operations  of  the  Sicilian  army,  which  will  go  to  such 
important  objects  as  Tarragona  and  Valencia.  I  should  think  it  would  be 
diverted  from  me  by  the  operations  of  the  Sicilian  army,  if  they  are  in 
time,  because  1  find  that  Sir  H.  Popham,  with  a  few  hundred  marines 
and  the  guerrillas  of  the  North,  has  succeeded  in  preventing  Caffttrelli 
from  detaching  any  thing  to  Marmont's  assistance,  excepting  cavalry, 
notwithstanding  the  positive  orders  of  the  King ;  and  that  he  had  obeyed 
these  orders  so  far  as  to  order  troops  to  march  to  Marmont,  which,  upon 
hearing  of  Popham's  operations,  he  countermanded.  Then,  if  Suchet's 
attention  should  not  be  diverted  from  me,  and,  notwithstanding  Mar- 
mont's  defeat,  the  French  should  become  too  strong  for  me  in  Old 
Castille,  I  shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting,  while  I  am 
retiring,'that  Gen.  Maitland's  progress  will  be  unopposed,  and  that  we 
shall  take  Tarragona  and  Valencia. 

But  it  is  not  impossible,  that  neither  my  success  in  Castille,  nor  Gen. 
Maitland's  on  the  Eastern  coast,  will  eventually  give  any  aid  to  Spain ; 
upon  which  point  I  have  nothing  to  say.  That  is  a  subject  for  the  con- 
sideration of  politicians ;  and,  as  a  military  officer,  I  can  advert  to  any 
plan  only  as  being  likely  to  be  attended  with  military  success,  or  other- 
wise ;  but  I  beg  to  remark,  that  the  same  observation  is  applicable  by 
politicians,  not  only  to  every  military  plan,  but  to  the  general  operations 
of  every  war,  and  even  to  the  objects  of  the  war  itself. 

1  have  taken  up  so  much  of  your  attention  upon  this  subject,  because  in 
my  opinion,  without  intending  it,  you  have,  by  a  few  words,  thrown  upon 
the  King's  ministers  a  larger  share  of  the  responsibility  for  the  success  of 
Gen.  Maitland's  expedition  than  belongs  to  them.  I  am  certain  he  will 
succeed ;  and,  at  all  events,  he  will  do  good  to  my  operations.  But  much 
as  I  wish  for  their  success,  1  assure  you  that  I  should  not  give  my  advice 
that  Gen.  Maitland's  credit,  or  the  safety  of  the  troops,  should  be  risked 
for  that  object  only. 

To  Major  Gen,  Cooke.  Mojadof,  3l8t  July,  1812. 

Adverting  to  the  Spring  inspection  of  the  2d  batt.  87th  regt,  I  have  to 
request  that  the  return  of  Courts  Martial  during  the  period  may  be  an 
extract  from  the  Courts  Martial  book ;  in  which  must  be  detailed  the 
soldier's  name,  the  crime  for  which  tried,  the  name  of  the  officer  who 
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Ordered  the  trial,  the  name  of  the  President  of  tlie  Court  Martial,  the 
sentence,  and  the  punishment  inflicted  or  remitted. 

To  Dr.  MHyrigor,  lospector  Greneral  of  hospUaU.  Mojados,  31tt  July,  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th,  and  have  spoken  to  Gen.  Alava 
respecting  the  requisition  on  Penaranda  for  hedding  for  the  hospital  at 
Salamanca.  I  shall  send  the  requisition;  hut  you  have  at  Salamanca  the 
Intendant  Senor  Mexia,  and  he  is  the  person  who  ought  to  make  the 
requisition,  and  who  has  the  power  to  enforce  it 

Have  we  any  hospital  hedding  of  our  own  on  the  way  up  ?  Could  we 
not  have  paillasses  and  sheets  made  at  Salamanca  ?  We  must  expect  some, 
I  am  afraid  a  large,  increase  of  sickness ;  hut  adverting  to  the  size  and 
Gommodiousness  of  the  buildings  at  Salamanca,  to  the  existing  probability 
that  we  shall  keep  possession  of  it  in  security,  to  the  general  healthiness  of 
the  situation,  and  to  the  ease  with  which  the  hospital  at  Salamanca  can  be 
evaotiated  if  necessary,  I  am  desirous,  if  possible,  of  not  allowing  the  men 
to  go  farther  back  than  that  place. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Mojados,  3lst  July,  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from 
Earl  Bathurst,  containing  an  application  from  Gen.  Mazaredo  to  have  the 
regiment  which  he  commands  supplied  with  arms  and  clothing ;  and  1  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  comply  with  his  wishes,  and  have  the 
*  Voluntarios  de  la  Patria '  furnished  with  arms  and  clothing  from  the 
equipments  at  your  disposal  at  Cadiz,  provided  the  corps  should  be  in  a 
sufficient  state  of  discipline  to  receive  arms. 

In  the  event  of  there  being  any  clothing  in  store  of  the  pattern  of  that 
worn  by  Gen.  Mazaredo's  regiment,  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  that  to  be 
issued  on  this  occasion. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Mcjadof,  31ft  July,  1813. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  dispatch 
of  the  30th  June  (No.  6),  I  have  requested  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Cadiz  to  supply  Gen.  Mazaredo's  regiment  with  arms  and  clothing  from 
the  equipments  now  at  his  disposal  at  that  place. 

To  Gen.  Santocilde^  Cuellar,  Ist  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  30th, 

O.  O.  Mojadot.  3184  July,  181t. 

2.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  reqneits  to  hare  letums  of  the  MTeral  men  mining 
from  their  regiments  on  the  march  of  the  10th  inst 

3.  It  b  reported  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  that  the  enemy  have  in  their  power 
above  100  British  soldiers,  taken  on  that  day,  straggling  in  the  rear  and  in  the  flanks  of  the 
army. 

4.  As  the  army  did  not  march  more  than  10  or  11  miles  on  tiiat  day,  and  the  coiwtry 
was  perfectly  open,  the  straggling  of  these  soldiers,  and  their  being  prisooen,  must  be 
attribnted  to  ^e  neglect  of  the  officers  of  their  regiment. 

5.  It  is  quite  obTuros  that  if  the  soldiers  cannot  be  made  to  march  in  their  ranks  at  all 
times,  ^  army  cannot  effect  a  march  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  and  it  is  so  Car  unfit  for 
service. 

6.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  calls  upon  the  General  officers  of  the  army,  and  com- 
tnanding  officers  of  regiments,  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  too  prevalent  practice  of 
falling  oat 
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and  I  have  written  to  the  Conde  de  Amarante  to  request  him  to  form  the 
blockade  of  Zamora. 

I  should  hope  that  your  Excellency  would  experience  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  mules  to  draw  the  artillery  which  I  have  placed  at  your  dis- 
position,  by  requisition  on  the  large  towns  of  Leon,  the  Asturias,  and 
Castille. 

I  have  moved  here  in  consequence  of  the  reports  of  the  King's  intention 
to  move  to  Aranda  de  Duero,  to  join  the  remains  of  the  ^AfTiUe  de 
Portugal  ;*  but  it  appears  that  he  has  taken  the  position  at  Segovia  prin- 
cipally to  cover  Madrid,  and  I  conclude  he  will  move  as  soon  as  I  shall 
approach  him.  I  have  learnt  that  the  enemy  have  still  about  200  men  in 
TordesUlas;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  send 
a  force  to  take  them,  and  gain  possession  of  that  town  and  the  bridge  over 
the  Duero.     They  have  nothing  in  Simancas. 

To  G«n.  the  Conde  de  Amaiante.  Coelkr,  Itt  Aog.  1813. 

Having  suggested  to  Gen.  Santocildes  the  expediency  that  he  should 
cross  the  Duero  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  it  is  desirable  that, 
in  order  to  protect  the  communication  of  Gen.  Santocildes  with  the  king- 
dom of  Galicia,  the  troops  belonging  to  your  Excellency's  division,  now 
upon  tlie  Esla,  should  blockade  Zamora,  at  least  on  the  right  of  the  Duero, 
if  it  should  not  be  practicable  for  them  to  effect  that  object  on  the  left  of 
that  river. 

The  garrison  of  Zamora  consists  of  800  men,  I  believe  without  cavalry, 
and  your  Excellency  will  be  the  best  judge  whether  the  force  under  your 
command,  now  on  the  Esla,  is  sufficient  to  undertake  the  blockade  of  that 
place  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  Duero,  under  existing  circumstances,  and 
you  will  blockade  the  place  or  not,  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  Duero,  as 
you  may  think  best. 

G.  O.  Codlar.  lit  Aug.  181S. 

%  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  that  the  General  officers  and  the  commanding 
officers  of  regiments,  and  of  the  depdts  at  die  sevenl  hospital  stations,  and  the  commanding 
officers  of  detachments  on  their  march,  will  take  measures  to  prevent  the  soldiers  from  plun- 
dering and  eating  the  unripe  grapes. 

3.  The  followers  of  the  army,  the  Portuguese  women  in  particular,  roust  be  prevented 
by  the  Prorosts  from  plundering  the  gardens  and  fields  of  vegetables :  the  women  must 
be  informed  that  they  must  obey  orders,  or  they  will  be  turned  out  of  the  army. 

4.  The  G>mmander  of  the  Forces  desires  that,  till  further  orders,  there  may  be  issued  to 
each  soldier  daily  an  eighth  of  a  pound  of  rice,  if  it  can  be  procured  ;  if  it  cannot,  the 
same  quantity  of  wheaten  flour,  or  of  barley,  or  of  wheat,  which  the  officers  are  requested  to 
see  that  the  soldiers  boil  up  with  their  soup.  If  barley  or  wheat  should  be  issued,  the  husk 
should  be  beat  off  before  it  is  boiled. 

5.  As  much  of  the  sickness  of  the  troops  is  attributed  to  the  use  of  raw  spirits  by  the 
soldiers  in  the  hot  season,  die  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  the  officers  will  see 
that  the  men  of  each  mess  in  their  companies  mix  their  spirits  with  four  times  the  quantity 
of  water  as  soon  as  the  spirits  are  issued  by  the  Commissary.  If  the  Commander  of  tfaie 
Forces  should  find  that  the  officers  of  any  regiments  omit  to  carry  into  execution  this 
order,  he  will  not  only  give  directions  that  all  issues  of  wine  and  spirits  to  such  regiments 
may  be  discontinued  entirely,  but  he  will  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  taking  other 
means  to  enforce  obedience  to  orders  which  have  for  their  object  the  health  of  thesoldiera. 

G.  O.  CaelUr,  id  Aof .  181S. 

Col.  Gordon,  the  Q.  M.  O.  of  the  Forces,  having  joined  this  army,  he  will  assume  the 
duties  of  the  Q.  M.  G.  department ;  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  diatall  tha 
departments  of  the  army  will  report  to  and  correspond  with  him. 
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Au  Gto.  A  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur.  Ctellar,  c«  2  Aodt,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  votrc  Excellence,  sans  date, 
sur  lliabilleinent  de  la  5***  armc^  Espagnole.  D'abord  il  faut  que  je  vous 
dise  que  je  n'ai  pas  encore  d'habillement  pour  la  cavalerie.  £n  second! 
lieu,  il  parait  que  le  rt^giment  del  Union  est  bien  habiiy,  et  il  serait  in 
utile  de  llmbiller  de  nouveau;  mais  si  vous  voulez  envoyer  un  officiei 
avec  des  charrettes'lt  Alcacer  do  Sal,  vous  recevrez  Thabillement  pour 
1400  bommes  pour  les  r^ments  1*'  de  Iteon  et  Tlradores  de  Badajoz. 

Je  ne  puis  vous  donner  aucune  r^ponse  sur  votre  proposition  de  lever 
un  corps  d'hussards  pour  servir  avec  les  troupes  Anglaises ;  vous  deyriez 
la  faire  k  votre  gouvemement. 

Je  vous  prie  d'ordonner  k  votre  Commissaire  que  vous  enverrez  k  Alcacer 
do  Sal,  de  donner  un  re^  pour  les  articles  d'habillement  qu'il  recevra. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Ifaidand.  CoelUr,  2d  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  18th  July,  and  with 
it  the  duplicates  of  the  enclosures  in  a  letter  of  the  28th  June,  which  I  had 
received  from  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
Adm.  Sir  £.  Pellew  on  the  1st  ult,  containing  my  opinion  on  the  line  of 
operations  to  be  followed,  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be 
successful 

I  hope  that  you  will  be  joined  by  Gen.  Roche's  division. 

I  ha?e  to  inform  you  that  this  army  beat  Marshal  Marmont  in  a  general 
action,  fought  near  Salamanca,  on  the  22d  July ;  and  we  have  pursued  him 
beyond  the  Duero,  and  have  taken  possession  of  Valladolid*  Marshal 
Marmont  is  badly  wounded. 

The  King  had  collected  the  army  of  the  Centre  to  co-operate  with 
Marmont;  and  he  retired  first  upon  Madrid.  He  afterwards  came  forward 
to  Segovia,  where  he  remained  till  yesterday  morning ;  but  finding  that  I 
had  turned  some  troops  upon  him,  after  Marmont  had  been  driven  across 
the  Duero,  he  has  retired  through  the  Guadarrama  to  Madrid. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  corps  of  Suchet*s  army,  and  their  strength  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  R.  and  F.,  as  present  and  fit  for  duty  in  April 
last  The  20th  and  60th  regts.  besides  belong  to  this  army,  but  I  don't 
know  their  strength ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  their  being  with  it. 

Since  this  return,  Suchet  has  sent  a  division,  under  Gen.  Palombini,  to 
join  the  army  of  the  North,  and  I  believe  some  troops  to  join  the  King. 

To  Hia  SzoeUflDcy  C  Stuart  Cnellar,  2d  Aug.  1812. 

I  write  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  the  Commissary.  Gen.  to  pay 
the  chest  of  the  ^  Aids '  100,000  dollars  on  account  of  the  subsidy  for  August 
You  received  200,000  dollars  in  July ;  that  is,  100,000  of  the  sum  received 
from  England,  and  100,000  of  anoUier  sum. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Maitland.  Cuellar,  3d  Aug.  1812. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  I  have  received  further  intelligence  of 
the  strength  and  disposition  of  the  army  in  Valencia. 
•  On  the  18th  June,  the  troops  in  the  enclosed  list,  of  which  you  have  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«  SPAIN. 

Strength  under  arms  in  the  list  I  sent  you  yesterday,  were  distrihuted  at 
therein  stated  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  It  appears  that  they  were 
collected  on  and  south  of  die  Jucar  ahout  the  20th  July,  and  that  the  2d 
division,  under  Gren.  Harispe,  had  some  success  near  Castalla,  where  they 
were  attacked  on  the  21st,  as  it  is  stated,  by  12,000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  J.  O'Donell  and  Gen.  Roche. 

It  appears  that  Suchet  felt  great  uneasiness  respecting  a  fleet  which  ap- 
peared off  the  coast  of  CuUera  at  that  period ;  which  fleet  I  suppose  to  be 
either  the  empty  ships  attached  to  Gen.  Roche's  division  at  Alicante ;  or 
the  transports  witli  Gen.  Roche's  division  on  board,  returning  to  join  you 
at  Majorca,  after  hearing  that  Lord  W.  Bentinck  had  sent  the  troops 
under  your  command ;  or  the  transports  attached  to  Gen.  Roche's  division, 
with  Spanish  troops  on  board,  proceeding  to  make  a  landing  on  the  coast 
of  Valencia,  in  co-operation  with  the  attack  by  Castalla. 

The  16th  regt.,  stated  in  the  enclosed  paper  to  be  atCuenca,  arrived  at 
Madrid  on  the  30th  July. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Roche.  Cnellar,  3d  Aug.  1812. 

I  write  to  let  you  know  that  we  beat  Marshal  Marmont  in  a  general 
action  fought  near  Salamanca  on  the  22d  of  last  month.  He  and  many 
other  General  officers  were  wounded,  and  some  killed;  and  the  army 
almost  destroyed  as  a  military  body.  We  pursued  them  beyond  the  Duero, 
and  they  are  going  to  Burgos. 

The  King  assembled,  at  Blasco  Sancho,  the  army  of  the  Centre,  and  was 
in  march  to  join  Marmont,  when  he  heard  of  his  defeat;  he  retired  on  the 
25th,  and  went  through  the  Guadarrama,  but  returned  again  to  Segovia  on 
the  27th,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Madrid  on  the  1st  inst  He  is  very 
anxious  to  receive  reinforcements  from  Suchet ;  and  t)ne  regiment,  the 
16th,  has  joined  him  at  Madrid.     It  arrived  there  the  30th. 

I  see  by  the  French  accoimts,  that  the  troops  under  Gen.  J.  O'Donell 
met  with  a  check  at  Castalla  on  the  21st  inst.  They  say  that  you  were 
with  them.  But  as  there  was  likewise  an  expedition  at  sea  off  Cullera,  I 
trust  that  that  part  of  the  story  is  not  true ;  and  that  you  will  have  joined 
the  troops  with  which  you  were  destined  to  act,  and  which  have  at  last 
arrived  at  their  destination. 

Pray  let  me  hear  from  you.  I  send  this  letter  to  Gen.  J.  O'Donell,  to 
be  opened  by  him  or  any  of  the  Spanish  or  English  generals. 

To  Col.  Tomoi,  Military  Secretary.  Cuellar,  3d  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  July,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  what  has  been  done  for  March  and  Lord  C.  Manners. 

In  r^^ct  to  Col.  Gordon,  I  hope  that  you  will  feel  no  uneasiness  in 
regard  to  representations  quite  unauthorised  by  me,  in  respect  to  his  being 
sent  here.  If  I  had  felt  any  objections  to  the  appointment,  I  should  have 
objected  to  it  with  as  much  freedom  as  I  consented  to  it  with  readiness ; 
and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  of  much  use  to  the  army  and  to  me. 

I  dont  consider  Stewart  to  have  resigned  his  office,  nor  do  I  know  how 
Pakenham  feels  about  succeeding  to  it  if  he  has.  I  will,  however,  sjpeak 
to  him.     I  am  glad  to  find  that  Lord  Aylmer  is  coming  out,  as  it  is  time 
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that  we  should  have  somebody  besides  Waters  at  the  head  of  the  Adj.  6en.'8 
department. 

To  Eail  Bathunt  CueUar,  3d  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  8th  July,  in  which  you 
have  informed  me  of  the  additional  sums  of  money  sent,  and  to  be  sent, 
for  the  use  of  this  army.  I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  this 
attention  to  our  wants. 

The  arrival  of  the  money  will  not  only  be  very  convenient  and  tend 
much  to  our  security,  but,  adverting  to  the  comparative  prices  of  all  sorts 
of  grain  in  this  country  and  on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  and  to  the  expense 
of  transport,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  it  will  decrease  that  part  of 
the  expense  which  defrays  the  consumption  of  grain  by  the  troops  and 
horses,  to  the  amount  of  very  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole.  Your 
Lordship  will  therefore  see  how  important  it  is  to  keep  up,  if  possible,  the 
supply  of  money  to  the  army. 

To  Earl  Bathuist.  Cuellar,  3d  Aug.  1812. 

Lord  W.  Bentinck  has  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  29th 
June  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  which  he  has  informed  his  Lordship  of  his 
intention  to  resume  the  plan  of  sending  the  expedition  to  the  Eastern  coast  of 
Spain ;  and  I  received  yesterday  a  letter  of  the  18th  July,  of  which  I  enclose 
a  copy,  from  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland,  who  has  arrived  in  Majorca  in  com- 
mand of  the  British  and  German  troops. 

I  was  concerned  to  observe  in  the  letter  from  Lord  William  to  the  Earl 

of  Liverpool,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of ,  and  the  general  opinion  in 

Sicily,  that  the  Spanish  cause  would  derive  *  no  real  aid '  from  this  expe- 
dition ;  notwithstanding  that  Lord  William  had  been  the  first  to  propose 
the  expedition  to  the  east  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  and  that  I  had  concurred 
with  him  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  cause  of 
the  Peninsula  in  general,  and  to  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my 
command  in  particular. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantage  with  which  every  service  is  carried 
on  by  officers  who  are  of  opinion  that  their  efforts  will  be  useless ;  and 
notwithstanding  that  it  appears  too  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  Lieut.  Gen. 
Maitland,  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  his  force,  and  not  decided  as  to  his 
object,  I  now  entertain  no  doubt  respecting  the  military  success  of  this 
expedition,  if  the  plan  of  operations  is  carried  into  execution  which  I 
suggested  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck  when  the  expedition  to  the  east  coast 
of  the  Peninsula  was  first  in  contemplation ;  *  and  which  I  repeated  to 
Adm.  Sir  E.  Pellew  in  my  letter  from  Alaejos  of  the  1st  July.f 

It  is  true  that,  owing  to  the  alteration  of  the  destination  of  the  expedi- 
tion. Gen.  Roche's  division  has  returned  from  the  rendezvous  to  Alicante ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  not  be  employed  in  the  first  instance  as 
was  intended  and  expected.  But  it  appears  that  they  are  employed  in 
operations  in  Valencia  against  the  army  under  the  command  of  Marshal 
Suchet ;  and  so  far,  they  divert  the  attention  of  a  part  of  his  force  from 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland. 

♦  See  Tol.  y.  p.  656,  t  See  vol.  v.  p.  729. 
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If  the  Lieut.  General  should  be  successful  in  taking  Tarragona,  he  will 
have  rendered  a  most  important  aid  to  the  cause  in  Spain.  The  Spanish 
army  in  Catalonia  will  again  have  a  secure  point  of  communication  with 
His  Majesty's  fleet,  and  with  the  government  at  Cadiz ;  and  the  war  in 
Catalonia  will  assume  a  new  aspect  If  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  should  be 
able  afterwards  to  take  the  city  of  Valencia,  he  will  deprive  the  enemy, 
and  will  give  to  the  Spaniards  a  resource  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
both ;  and  the  retention  of  the  possession  of  that  city,  connected  with  the 
position  of  the  allied  army  in  Castille,  must  have  the  most  important  result 
respecting  the  enemy's  position  in  the  South  of  Spain.  But  I  may  be 
mistaken  regarding  the  military  success  of  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland's  expe- 
dition ;  and  it  is  possible,  though  by  no  means  probable,  that  he  will  fail 
in  his  attack  upon  Tarragona,  and  may  not  be  able  to  make  that  proposed 
upon  Valencia.  I  beg  leave,  however,  still  to  submit  to  your  Lordship 
my  opinion  that  the  disposable  troops  in  Sicily  could  not  be  employed  in 
a  manner  more  advantageous  to  the  cause  of  the  allies  in  Spain,  than  in 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  the  east  coast. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  28th  ult.  (No.  8),  I  transmitted  to  your  Lordship 
a  return  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Marshal  Suchet,  to  which  the 
command  of  the  army  in  Catalonia  has  recently  been  added.  I  see  from 
the  intercepted  letters,  that  the  King  has  been  most  urgent  with  him  to 
send  troops  into  Castille  to  reinforce  the  ^  AmUe  de  Portugal*  and  the 
army  of  the  Centre ;  and  one  regiment,  the  16th  of  the  line,  arrived  at 
Madrid  on  the  30th  July.  There  is  no  doubt  that  still  further  reinforce- 
ments would  have  been  sent  before  this  time  if  expectations  had  not  been 
entertained  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Sicily ; 
and  they  would  now  be  sent  before  long,  if  those  troops  did  not  appear 
upon  the  coast 

I  may  be  mistaken ;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  important  military 
object  to  the  cause  of  the  allies,  not  to  allow  the  brave  army  under  my 
command  to  be  overpowered  in  Castille  by  the  junction  in  operation 
against  them  of  all  the  French  armies  in  Spain.  In  every  view,  therefore, 
of  success  or  failure  by  the  troops  under  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland,  it  appears 
to  me  that  they  will  render  material  aid  to  the  cause  of  the  allies  in  Spain. 

I  now  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  that  part  of  Lord  W. 
Bentinck's  instruction  to  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland,  enclosed  in  his  dispatch 
to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  of  the  29th  June,  in  which  his  Lordship  directs 
the  Lieut.  General  to  quit  the  coast  in  the  second  week  in  September^ 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  His  Majesty's  government  had  at  first  in  contem- 
plation only  a  short  service  on  the  east  coast ;  and  that  I  reckoned  upon 
the  co-operation  of  the  troops  from  Sicily  only  till  the  period  of  the  equi- 
noctial gales.  Circumstances,  however,  have  now  materially  altered ;  and 
either  my  position  in  Castille  must  be  supported  by  the  continuation  of 
the  appearance  of  the  troops  on  the  eastern  as  well  as  on  the  northern 
coast  of  the  Peninsula,  or  it  must  be  expected  that  I  shaU  be  obliged  to 
withdraw  into  Portugal  at  an  early  period  after  those  troops  shall  have 
withdrawn. 

If  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  should  succeed  in  taking  Valencia,  there  ap- 
pears no  reason  for  which  he  should  quit  the  coast,  unless,  indeed,  the 
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enemy's  anny  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  should  be  so  reinforced  as  that 
the  island  of  Sicily  shall  be  in  danger.  If  he  should  not  succeed  in  taking 
Valencia,  as  long  as  the  allies  shall  remain  in  possession  of  Minorca, 
Alicante,  and  Carthagen%  there  appears  no  reason  why  the  fleet  of  trans- 
ports and  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Maitland  should  quit 
the  coast,  or  should  discontinue  their  efforts  to  alarm  the  enemy  for  the 
safety  of  their  possession  of  Valencia.  The  expedition  to  the  northern 
coast  might  likewise  remain  on  the  coast  to  keep  up  die  alarm  which  has 
already  been  so  useful  to  this  army.  This  is  my  view  of  these  operations 
at  the  present  moment ;  and  I  hope  that,  if  your  Lordship  should  concur 
in  ity  you  will  9&[kd  orders  accordingly  to  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland,  and  to 
Sir  H.  Popham. 

Circumstances  may  put  it  in  my  power  to  acquire  fresh  successes, 
particularly  against  the  army  of  the  Centre ;  and  this  army  may  by  its 
own  efforts  secure  its  position  in  Castille  at  least  till  die  French  shall 
eracnate  Andalusia.  It  will  then  remain  to  be  considered  what  ought  to 
be  done  with  the  Sicilian  troops ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  I  trust  that  your 
Lordship  will  not  allow  them  to  withdraw  from  the  Peninsula,  as  ordered, 
in  the  second  week  in  September, 

To  flie  Officer  oommandiog  H.  M.'t  ihips  at  Coni&u  Coellar,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  shall  be  veiy  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  one  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  to  England  with  my  aide  de  camp,  Capt.  the  Earl  of  March,*  who  has 
charge  of  dispatches  which  it  is  important  that  His  Majesty's  government 
should  receive  at  an  early  period. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Coellar,  4th  Aug.  1811 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  Lord  March's  going  to  Coruna  with  dispatches 
for  England,  to  write  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  we  have  driven 
Marmont's  army,  I  believe,  as  far  as  Burgos,  since  our  victory  of  the  22d 
of  last  month.  I  have  come  here  with  our  right,  in  order  to  look  a  little 
after  the  King,  who  had  assembled  the  army  of  the  Centre  about  Segovia, 
but  he  has  retired  upon  Madrid. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success  of  your  operations. 
They  have  been  of  great  use  to  me,  as  I  know  that  Caffarelli  was  pre- 
vented from  detaching  more  than  cavalry  to  Marmont's  assistance,  and 
that  he  even  recalled  a  division  of  troops  which  had  marched  for  that 
purpose.    I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  discontinue  them. 

To  HiaBxoellencjC.  Stuart  Cuellar,  4th  Aug.  1811. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  July,  enclosing  one  of  the  Ith 
May  from  Lord  Strangford.  I  beg  that  you  will  mention  to  Lord  Strang- 
ford  how  much  obliged  to  him  I  am  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  about 
grain  for  us ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will,  without  loss  of  time,  take  measures 
for  the  importation  to  Portugal,  from  Brazil  and  the  River  Plata,  of  as 
large  quantities  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  principally,  as  can  be  got ;  and 
of  barley,  oats,  and  Indian  com. 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  K.G. 
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To  Barl  Baftunt  Cuellar,  4di  Aug.  181X 

The  French  army  of  the  Centre,  after  haying  passed  through  the  Gua- 
darrama  pass,  and  after  its  head  had  arrived  at  the  Venta  de  San  Ra&el, 
returned  to  Segovia,  where  King  Joseph  arrived  on  the  27th  July  at  night 
The  object  of  this  movement  was  apparently  to  divert  the  allied  troops 
from  the  pirsuit  of  the  *Arm^  de  Portugtd^  and  to  enable  the  latter  to 
maintain  themselves  upon  the  Duero,  in  which,  however,  the  enemy  did 
not  succeed.  Their  rear  guard  remained  in  some  strength  on  the  left  of 
the  Duero  during  the  28th  and  29th ;  but  the  Light  and  1st  divisions,  and 
the  cavalry,  having  crossed  the  Eresma  and  Cegar  rivers  on  the  latter  day, 
the  enemy's  rear  guard  retired  during  the  night  across  the  Duero,  and 
thence  followed  the  movements  of  the 'main  body  towards  Villa  vanez, 
abandoning  Valladolid,  and  leaving  there  17  pieces  of  cannon,  a  large 
quantity  of  shot  and  shells,  and  other  stores,  and  the  hospital,  with  about 
800  sick  and  wounded. 

The  guerrilla  chief,  Marquinez,  took  300  prisoners  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Valladolid  on  the  30th.  Our  advanced  guard  crossed  the  Duero, 
and  our  parties  entered  Valladolid  on  the  same  day ;  and  I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  being  received  by  the  people  In  that  city  with  the  same  enthu- 
siastic joy  as  I  had  been  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  ^Armee  de  Portugal'  having  thus  crossed  and  quitted  the  Duero, 
it  was  necessary  to  attend  to  the  movements  of  the  army  of  the  Centre, 
and  to  prevent  a  junction  between  the  two  on  the  Upper  Duero,  which  it 
was  reported  was  intended.  While  therefore  the  advanced  guard  and  left 
continued  the  pursuit  of  the  ^AmUe  de  Poriugaly  I  moved  the  right  along 
the  Cegar  to  Cuellar,  where  I  arrived  on  the  Ist  inst 

The  King  retired  from  Segovia  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist,  and  marched 
through  the  Guadarrama;  said  he  left  at  Segovia  an  advanced  guard, 
principally  of  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Espert,  having  destroyed  the  cannon 
and  ammunition  which  were  in  the  castle ;  having  carried  off  the  church 
plate  and  other  valuable  property,  and  having  levied  a  considerable  con- 
tribution on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  I  have  not  yet  heard  whether  a 
detachment  which  I  sent  to  Segovia  yesterday,  under  Brig.  Gen.  D'Urban, 
had  entered  that  town.  The  *•  Armie  de  Portugal'  have  continued  their 
retreat  towards  Burgos. 

The  siege  of  Astorga  is  not  yet  brought  to  a  conclusion ;  but  upon 
finding  that  the  King  had  returned  from  La  Venta  de  San  Ra&el  on  the 
27th  July,  I  requested  Gen.  Santocildes  to  come  nearer  to  this  army,  and 
to  cross  the  Duero  with  that  part  of  his  corps  which  had  approached  that 
river,  and  he  is  now  at  La  Nava  del  Rey ;  but  he  is  about  to  return  to 
the  ri^t  of  that  river,  and  he  will  place  himself  near  the  fords  of  Polios 
and  Herreros,  and  communicate  with  our  left 

The  enemy  have  continued  to  increase  their  force  in  Estremadura,  and 
had  moved  about  the  27th  or  28th  towards  the  Guadiana,  and  threatened 
a  force  which  I  had  requested  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  place  at  Merida, 
with  a  view  to  its  march  to  the  right  of  the  Tagus,  in  case  the  enemy's 
long-threatened  detachment  should  move  in  this  direction.  But  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  R.  Hill  having  moved  from  Zafra  to  Villa  Franca,  the  enemy  retired 
again  into  La  Serena. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  11 

I  enclose  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R^  HiU's  report  of  a  very  handBome  affiadr  with 
tbe  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  24th  July,  by  the  division  of  cavalry  under 
the  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  W.  Erskine.* 

By  accounts  from  Cadiz  of  the  24th  July,  I  learn  that  Gen.  Ballesteros 
having  moved  towards  Malaga,  some  apprdiensions  were  entertained  that 
he  was  cut  off  from  Sen  Roque  and  Gibraltar,  by  the  rapid  movements  of 
Gen.  Villatte's  division  from  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Los  Barrios ;  and  it  appears  that  Gen.  Leval,  with  another  division,  was 
between  Gen.  Ballestax)8  and  Malaga, 

There  had  been  no  accounts  from  Gibraltar  of  a  later  date  than  the  21st, 
at  which  time  it  appears  to  me  that  it  was  not  practicable  for  Gen.  Bal- 
lesteros to  retire  to  Gibraltar ;  but  I  trust  that,  finding  that  to  be  imprac- 
ticable, he  will  at  once  have  taken  his  line  of  retreat  upon  the  kingdom  of 
Murcia. 

*  lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.,  to  Gen.  die  Earl  of  Wellington,  K.B. 

Zafra,  27th  July,  1812. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  trantmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  ftom  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  W. 
Erskine,  and  one  ftom  Major  Gen.  Long,  reporttnff  an  affair  between  some  of  our  cavalry 
Hid  3  regiments  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ribera,  on  the  24th  inst 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  W.  Erskine  to  LiecA.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.    Los  Santos,  25th  July,  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  a  body  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry,  consisting  of  2 
regiments  of  draffoons  and  one  of  chasseurs,  under  the  command  of  General  of  Brigade 
Lallemand,  attacsed  yesterday  morning  the  Portuguese  piquet  at  Hinojoea,  which  they 
drove  in  as  far  as  Ribva,  where  4  squadrons  of  Portuguese  cavalry  were  stationed  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Campbell.f 

The  force  under  Col.  Campbell  being  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  retiring  upon  Villa  Franca,  which  he  did  in  the  best  order,  Major 
Gen.  Long  advancing  at  the  same  time  from  VUIa  Franca,  with  the  brigade  of  British 
cavalry  under  his  command,  and  Capt  I^febre^s  troop  of  horse  artillery,  to  support  him. 
The  enemy,  on  perceiving  the  advance  of  Gen.  Long's  brigade,  halted  on  the  high  ground 
betwixt  Ribera  and  Villa  Franca,  Gen.  Long  also  halting  until  joined  by  a  part  of  his 
brigade  that  had  been  detached  in  the  morning  to  observe  the  enemy  on  the  side  of  Usagre. 
Dming  ^is  interval  I  directed  Major  Gen.  Slade,  with  2  regiments  of  his  brigade,  to  move 
from  Los  Santos,  an^  direct  his  march  on  tbe  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy.  Ai  soon 
as  Gen.  Long  had  collected  the  whole  of  his  brigade,  he  moved  forward  against  the  enemy, 
who  immediately  withdrew  beyond  the  defile  at  Ribera.  Gen.  Long  passed  the  defile  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  town,  and  attacked  the  enemy  with  much  spirit,  whilst  the  artillery 
fired  with  great  effect  from  the  hish  ground  on  the  Villa  Franca  side  of  the  defile.  The 
enemy  retnred  rapidly  upon  Hinojoea,  closely  followed  ;  fh>m  Hinoiosa  the  enemy  retired 
to  Llera,  and  from  thence  to  Valencia  de  las  Torres.  They  were  fdlowed  as  far  as  Llera. 
At  Hinojosa  the  2  regiments  under  Major  Gen.  Slade  joined  Major  Gen.  Long*s  brigade, 
having  made  a  very  rapid  march  at  a  trot  from  Los  Santos,  but  from  tbe  great  dist&nce 
could  not  arrive  in  sufficient  time  to  cut  off  the  enemv*s  retreat  upon  Llera. 
^  Major  Gen.  Long  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  par- 
ticularly the  horse  artillery,  who  displayed  great  activity  in  their  movements  and  precision 
in  their  fire,  by  which  the  enemy  suffered  very  considerably.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  on 
this  occasion  has  been  about  30  men,  and  a  great  many  horses  killed ;  11  men  and  above 
30  horses  taken.     The  loss  on  our  side  has  been  only  one  man  killed,  and  7  wounded. 

Bfajor  Gen.  Long  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  W.  Erskine,  Bart    Villa  Franca,  25th  July,  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Col.  Campbell  s  report  upon  the  proceedings  of  yesterday, 
at  the  point  where  he  was  more  immediately  engaged ;  and  his  report  is  sufficiently  cir- 
cumstantial, and,  as  far  as  1  can  judge,  correct,  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  expa- 
tiate on  the  subject 

I  received  the  report  of  the  enemy^s  advance  upon  Ribera  too  late  to  admit  of  my  pre- 
yenting  his  occupymg  that  town,  and  the  commanding  heights  on. this  side.  The  account 
of  his  force  was  so  differently  represented,  that  having  3  troops  of  the  brigade  absent,  I 
thought  it  not  advisable  to  act  against  him  until  they>could  be  recalled ;  and  as  the  attempt 

t  Mar^chal  de  Campo  Sir  J.  Campbell,  K.C.T.S. 
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It  appears  that  when  Lieut  Gen.  Roche  found  that  Lord  W.  Bentinck 
did  not  propose  to  carrj  into  execution  the  plan  of  operations  which  had 
been  concerted  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  he  returned  with  his 
division  from  Majorca  to  Alicante. 

I  judge  from  the  French  accounts  which  I  have  received,  that  Gen,  J, 
O'DoneU,  who  commands  the  Spanish  army  of  Murcia,  and,  it  is  said.  Gen. 
Roche,  attacked  the  French  Gen.  Hanspe,  on  the  21st  July,  at  Castalla  in 
Valencia,  while  a  body  of  troops  in  a  fleet  of  transports,  as  I  believe, 
coming  from  the  south,  threatened  a  landing  on  the  coast  near  Cullera. 
The  French  reports  state  diat  Gens.  O'Donell  and  Roche  were  defeated 
by  Gen.  Harispe,  and  lost  3000  prisoners  and  3  pieces  of  cannon ;  but 
Marshal  Suchet  had  collected  the  greatest  part  of  ^e  French  force  in  Va- 

to  diilodge  him  might  bring  on  a  serious  affair,  on  ground  of  which  all  the  advantages 
were  on  the  enemy^s  side,  I  was  anxious  to  secure  the  support  of  the  3d  dragoon  guaids, 
stationed  at  Fuente  del  Maestre,  and  to  wait  for  the  report  of  what  ntught  be  passing  on 
the  side  of  Usagre,  before  I  commenced  any  offensive  moyement. 

Finding,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  patrol  from  Usagre,  that  no  enemy  was  in  ^t  neigh- 
bourhood, I  directed  the  troops  under  my  command  (without  waitmg  longer  for  the  3d 
dragoon  guards)  to  proceed  aninst  the  enemy.  They  retired  across  the  rivei^  which 
enabled  me  to  bring  up  the  artUlery  upon  the  heights  they  had  relinquished,  and  to  employ 
it  with  evident  and  very  great  effect;  and  I  continued  my  advance  upon,  and  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  as  rapidly  as  I  thought  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  order  and  regularity, 
beyond  the  defile  of  Hinojosa,  when,  fVom  the  lateness  of  the  hour,.the  fatigue  sustained  by 
the  Portuguese  troops,  tiie  artillery,  and  one  squadron  of  the  hussars,  I  judged  it  proper 
to  halt 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  steadiness  of  the  9th  and  13th  dragodhs,  the  activity  of  the 
artillery,  and  the  precision  of  their  Bre,  or  the  good  countenance  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  those  portions  of  the  Portuguese  troops  and  of  my  own  brigade  that  bad  the  opportunity 
of  closing  with  and  engaging  the  enemy.  And  I  consider  myself  justified  in  estimating 
the  loss  of  the  latter,  at  the  very  lowest,  at  45  men  killed  and  urisoners.  With  respect  to 
tile  horsey  so  many  were  left  mutilated  and  killed  on  the  field,  and  others  caught  and 
carried  away  by  the  peasants,  that  I  have  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  enemy's 
loss  in  this  respect ;  but  we  have  only  brousht  away  20. 

1  feel  mvself  particularly  indebted  to  Col.  Campbell  for  his  assistance  and  co-operation ; 
and  I  should  be  wanting  in  justice  if  I  omitted  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  conduct 
of  the  artillery  under  HSb  immediate  orders  of  Capti.  Lefebre  and  Whinyates,  and  mv 
approbation  of  the  spirit  displayed  by  a  squadron  ox  the  2d  hussars,  under  Major  Wiisel» 
supported  by  the  two  divisions  of  the  9th  and  13th  dragoons,  under  Lieut.  Haodley  of  the 
former,  and  Lieut.  Bdwards  of  the  latter  regiment 

It  is  equally  my  duty  to  acknowledge  the  services  I  received  from  Capt  Wemyss  and 
Lieut  Strenuwits,  two  of  your  personal  staff,  whose  teal,  spirit,  and  exertions  were,  at 
usual,  conspicuous ;  nor  are  die  officers  of  my  own  Stiff  (Bng.  Major  Dunbar  and  Capt. 
Dean)  less  deserving  of  my  notice. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  casualties  sustained  upon  this  occasion. 
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lencUt,  consisting  of  3  divisions  of  infantry  and  his  cayalrj,  on  and  to  the 
•oath  of  the  Jucar. 

The  16th  French  regt,  from  Marshal  Sachet's  army,  joined  the  army  of 
the  Centre  at  Madrid,  on  the  30th  July. 

Lord  W.  Bentinck  having  resumed  the  expedition  to  the  eastern  coast 
of  the  Peninsula,  I  have  a  letter  from  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland,  of  the  18th 
July,  announcing  his  arrival  at  Majorca,  and  stating  that  the  troops  which 
were  sent  from  Sicily,  the  equipments  from  Portugal,  and  the  troops  under 
Gen.  Whittingham,  were  collected  there. 

I  have  received  no  further  accounts  of  the  operations  under  Sir  H. 
Popham. 

P.S.  I  have  just  heard  that  the  French  troops  under  Gen.  Espert  have 
withdrawn  from  Segovia  hy  San  Ildefonso. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Caellar,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Dr.  M'Grigor,  giving  an  account  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  officers  and  soldiers,  and  a  medical  return  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  officers, 

I  likewise  enclose  the  money  state  of  the  field  army  of  the  1st  Aug. ; 
tfnd  a  memorandum,  showing  the  difference  of  our  numhers  hy  this  and 
the  state  of  the  12th  July,  enclosed  on  the  14th  July. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  British  troops  are  hy  no  means  healthy,  not- 
withstanding the  pains  which  have  heen  taken  to  make  moderate  marches 
with  them,  and  to  encamp  them  in  healthy  situations,  and  that  they  have 
never  failed  to  receive  their  regular  food.  The  5th  and  38th  regts.,  and 
the  troops  recently  arrived  from  England,  are  excessively  unhealthy ;  and 
those  arrived  from  the  Mediterranean,  viz.,  the  2d  hatt.  4th  regt.,  from 
Ceuta,  and  the  82d  regt.,  from  Gibraltar,  are  not  much  better,  although  the 
latter  have  not  yet  joined  the  army,  and  are  not  on  the  returns. 

The  truth  is,  that  neither  officers  nor  soldiers  are  accustomed  to  march. 
The  soldiers  are  very  irregular;  and,  owing  to  their  irregularities,  are  not 
able  to  bear  the  labor  of  marching  in  the  heat  of  the  sun ;  and  then  the 
commanding  officers  of  each  of  the  2d  batt  4th,  the  1st  batt  5th,  38th| 
and  82d  regts.,  as  well  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  1st  batt.  42d  regt.^ 
have  disobeyed  the  orders  which  were  given  to  them,  to  have  their  men 
supplied  with  blankets  before  they  marched  from  Lisbon,  and  they  are 
consequently  very  inadequately  protected,  in  comparison  with  the  other 
soldiers,  from  the  sun  in  the  day  time,  and  from  the  dews  at  night. 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  be  obliged  to  bring  under  your  Lordship's 
view  this  state  of  this  fine  army ;  but  bad  as  it  is,  I  think  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  it  will  become  worse  in  the  course  of  the  next  2  months.. 

To  Bail  Badrant  Caellar,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  a  letter  from  Dr.  M'Grigor,  which  I. 
have  received  since  I  wrote  my  dispatch  on  our  sickness  this  day.  How- 
ever, it  is  very  bad ;  and  it  is  melancholy  to  see  the  finest  and  bravest 
soldiers  in  the  world  falling  down,  owing  to  their  own  irregularities,  and 
the  ignorant  presumption  of  those  who  think  they  know  better  what  is 
good  for  them  than  those  do  who  have  been  serving  so  long  in  this  country. 
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If  jour  Lordship  should  reinforce  this  amy  by  an  entire  i^giraent,  ot 
regiments  of  infantry,  I  recommend  that  they  should  come  to  Coruua. 
Let  cavalry  or  artillery  horses,  or  detachments  of  recruits  for  infantry,  go 
to  Lisbon  as  usual.  Let  regiments  of  infantry  coming  to.Coruna  brings 
with  them  articles  of  equipment  according  to  the  enclosed  list;  and  I  will 
take  measures  to  have  those  regiments  provided  with  mules  and  means  of 
transport  at  Coruna,  and  that  they  shall  be  fed  and  taken  care  of  on  the 
road.  If  you  should  send  any  regiments  to  Coruiia,  and  there  should  be- 
any recruits  ready  to  be  sent  at  the  same  time  for  any  other  regiment  in 
the  army,  they  might  come  by  Coruna  likewise,  attached  to  the  regiment, 
and  under  charge  and  direction  of  its  commanding  officer. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  send  with  any  regiments  which  should  land  at 
Coruna  a  Staff  Surgeon  and  a  hospital  mate,  in  case  any  men  should  become 
sick  on  the  road,  that  they  might  not  want  medical  assistance,  as  I  fear 
they  could  get  none  in  Galicia.  I  am  in  hopes,  however,  that  as  the  weather 
becomes  cool  in  Galicia  and  Leon  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  season  than  it 
does  in  Portugal,  and  particularly  as  there  is  no  new  wine  in  Galicia,  troops 
marching  through  that  province  in  August  and  September  will  not  suffer 
in  their  health  as  they  would  in  Portugal,  and  that  we  shall  get  them 
to  the  army  in  a  tolerable  state  for  service.  But  many  preparatory 
arrangements  must  be  made  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  and  for  re- 
oruits,  which  can  be  made  only  at  Lisbon,  for  which  reason  I  recommend 
that  these  should  be  sent  to  that  place. 

To  Earl  Bothunt  Cuellar^  4th  Aug.  1812. 

I  send  duplicates  of  my  dispatches  of  the  2l8t,  24th,  and  28th  ult,  and 
dispatches  of  yesterday's  and  this  day's  date,  to  England  by  my  aide  de 
camp,  Capt.  the  Earl  of  March,  by  Coruna,  as  I  think  it  possible  that  they 
may  reach  your  Lordship  at  an  earlier  period  than  by  way  of  Lisbon. 

The  A,0.  to  tht  Qffioen  comg.  the  Ath,  5M,  38/A,  4H  o^  82rf  rtgtt.         4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  directed  hy  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  to  express  liis  surprise  that  you  should  have  marched  your  regiment  from 
Lisbon  without  their  blankets,  and  it  is  his  Excellency*!  desire  that  you  will  assign 
your  reasons  for  having  done  so.  Blankets  are  most  essential  in  this  country  to 
shade  the  men  from  the  hot  sun  in  the  day  and  cover  them  from  the  cold  dews  at 
night.  The  present  unhealthy  state  of  your  corps  is  attributed  to  the  want  of 
blankets,  and  it  is  probable  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  will,  though  reluctantly, 
be  obliged  to  order  your  regiment  to  the  rear. 

To  Major  Oen.  Ross.  Cuellar,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

Gen.  Roche  or  Gen.  O'Donell  will  have  apprised  you  of  recent  events 
in  this  quarter,  and  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  July. 

I  beg  that  you  will  leave  a  sufficient  garrison  in  the  forts  of  Las  Graleras 
and  Atalaya,  and  will  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  join  and  put  yourself  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Maitland,  applying  to  Capt  Adam,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  navy  on  the 
Eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  to  provide  you  with  means  to  transport 
your  troops. 

In  case  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  should  not  land  on  the  Peninsula,  or 
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should  re-embark,  you  will  understand  that  you  are  to  return  to  Cartha- 
gena,  with  the  troops  under  your  command,  from  which  place  you  are 
detached  only  for  the  moment;  and  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  retain  in 
your  hands  the  control  over  all  that  is  going  on  there,  and  desire  the  Com- 
manding officer  to  report  to  you  every  thing  that  occurs. 

I  shall  apprise  Major  Gen.  Cooke  of  my  having  given  you  these  instruc- 
tions, which  I  send  open  to  Gen.  O'Donell ;  and  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
communicate  them  to  Gen.  Maitland. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Bocbe.  Cuellar,  5tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  3d.  It 
is  useless  to  tell  you  or  Gen.  O'Donell  what  I  propose  to  do,  because  you 
cannot  aid  in  my  plans.  I  only  request  that  you  may  not  be  defeated 
again ;  and  to  accomplish  this  object,  you  must  not  attack  the  French  if 
success  is  not  quite  certain. 

Threaten  as  much  as  you  can,  but  don't  engage  in  serious  affairs. 

Send  the  enclosed  to  Gen.  Ross,  and  the  other  to  Gen.  Maitland.  You 
may  peruse  both. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welktley,  K.B.  Cuellar,  6th  Aug.  181^ 

I  believe  you  are  aware  that  I  have  always  had  the  best  intelligence 
from  Salamanca,  which  was  given  to  me  by  persons  residing  there  at  the 
constant  risk  of  their  lives,  who  have  uniformly  refused  to  be  rewarded  for 
their  services,  which  they  very  justly  considered  to  be  rendered  to  their 
country.  They  have  now  appli^  to  me  to  have  their  services  considered 
and  rewarded  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  I  enclose  you  the  papers 
which  they  have  sent  me ;  and  I  request  you  to  use  your  utmost  influence 
with  the  government,  that  they  may  attend  to  the  claims  of  these  worthy 
individuals. 

To  Hit  EzceUeuey  C.  Stuait  Cuellar,  5ih  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  this  day  received  your  letters  of  the  14th,  17th,  two  of  the  20th, 
and  one  of  the  21st,  which  had  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  my  having 
given  orders  that  the  post  might  be  stopped  when  Marshal  Marmont  was 
moving  on  our  right  flank. 

In  answer  to  that  of  the  llth,  I  have  to  assure  you  that  I  never  autho- 
rised Mr.  Mackenzie  to  issue  that  or  any  other  Proclamation.  I  must 
observe,  however,  that  our  situation  in  Portugal  is  rather  a  difficult  one. 
We  are  required  to  make  the  greatest  exertions  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
the  government  give  us  no  assistance,  and  take  no  steps  to  have  their  own 
orders  and  regulations  carried  into  execution.  Then,  if  any  subordinate 
British  officer  surpasses  the  bounds  of  his  authority  in  order  to  call  forth 
adequate  exertion,  the  subject  is  immediately  made  one  of  serious  com- 
plaint and  remonstrance.  How  long  is  this  state  of  things  to  continue 
to  exist? 

I  have  referred  your  letter  to  the  Commissary  Gen.,  and  have  desired  him 
to  call  upon  Mr.  Mackenzie  to  account  for  his  conduct  in  issuing  such  a 
Proclamation. 

In  your  letter  of  the  20th,  I  see  another  instance  of  the  readiness  of 
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Dom  M.  Forjaz^to  make  any  complaints^  and  to  discover  anj  excuse  for. 
not  doing  that  whicb  ought  to  be  done.  The  truth  is,  that  we  owe  nothing 
to  the  Portuguese  government  on  account  of  posts,  as  will  very  easily  be 
shown ;  and  I  have  ordered  the  accounts  to  be  closed  up  to  the  29th  June 
last.  But  if  we  owed  any  large  sums,  it  must  be  admitted  that  we  have 
before  paid  them  regularly ;  and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  why  Dom  M, 
Forjaz  should  be  allowed  to  delay  paying  Mr.  Reynolds  till  the  army 
account  should  be  settled.  However,  the  army  account  shall  be  settled 
forthwith,  and  there  shall  hereafter  be  no  accounts  whatever  with  the 
Portuguese  Post  office. 

In  answer  to  your  other  letter  of  the  20th,  regarding  an  increase  of 
subsidy,  I  have  but  to  repeat  that  not  only  I  shall  not  propose,  but  I  shall 
oppose  myself  to  every  augmentation  of  the  Portuguese  subsidy  in  any 
shape.  It  was  always  settled  that  the  British  officers  in  the  Portuguese 
service  were  to  be  paid  from  the  chest  of  the  '  Aids ;'  and  neither  the 
Paymaster  Gen.  of  the  army,  nor  the  Paymasters  of  their  regiments,  know 
any  thing  about  their  pay.  Mr.  Bell,  as  keeper  of  the  chest  of  the  *  Aids,* 
makes  such  arrangements  as  he  thinks  proper,  either  with  provincial  pay- 
masters, or  others,  for  their  payment  of  these  officers ;  and  I  deny  that  the 
supply  of  money  from  the  Commissariat  to  the  chest  of  the  *  Aids '  has 
been  so  low  as  to  prevent  latterly  their  regular  payment 

I  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  May  to  Dom  M.  Forjaz,  and  to  the  state 
of  our  subsequent  payments  to  the  end  of  July,  to  show  that  the  payments 
in  money  and  kind  by  the  Commissariat  have  exceeded  the  subsidy ;  but 
the  real  state  of  the  case  is,  that  the  omission  of  the  government  to  supply 
other  funds  for  the  support  of  the  army  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  issue 
to  the  military  chest,  from  the  chest  of  the  *  Aids,'  all  the  money  which 
has  been  lodged  in  the  latter,  and  nothing  has  remained  to  pay  the  English 
officers. 

I  believe  the  arrangement  was,  that  the  Portuguese  government  should 
make  a  specific  demand  for  supplies  of  grain  and  provisions  by  the  20th 
of  every  month  for  the  succeeding  month,  with  which  I  would  comply  if 
I  could ;  and  I  wait  for  that  demand  for  the  month  of  August 

In  regard  to  money,  I  have  already  ordered,  as  I  told  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  2d  inst.,  that  100,000  dollars  should  be  given  immediately  for 
August;  and  I  shall  order  that  further  sums  be  given  when  I  shall  hear 
tiiat  we  have  them  to  give. 

I  have  but  one  answer  to  give  to  your  letter  of  the  2Ist  The  govern- 
ment will  make  such  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper  regarding 
entries  of  grain,  or  other  supplies  for  the  British  army,  and  they  shall  be 
obeyed  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  enforce  them.  If  the  army 
should  suffer  any  inconvenience  fit>m  such  regulations,  I  shall  make  a 
representation  on  the  subject  to  my  own  government,  who  will  take  such, 
measures  as  they  may  think  proper. 

I  conceive  that  there  are  strong  objections  to  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  government  in  the  army  stores,  or 
in  the  purchases  by  the  British  Commissariat;  nor  do  I  see  what  object 
this  interference  is  to  attain.  I  don't  approve  of  the  Portuguese  employ4s^ 
from  top  to  bottom ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  object  of  this  inter- 
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ference,  and  these  inquiries,  is  to  enable  some  of  them  to  give  informatioa 
to  the  sellers  aiid  importers  of  com  of  the  state  of  our  stores,  to  enable 
them  to  regulate  their  sales  according  to  this  information.  However,  let 
the  government  regulate  the  matter  as  they  please,  and  their  regulation 
shall  be  obeyed ;  and  if  I  should  find  that  inconvenience  results  from  it,  I 
shall  inform  my  government  of  it. 

Memorandum  to  be  communicated  to  Gen.  SantocUdef.  Cuellar,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

The  army  under  Marshal  Marmont  having  decidedly  retired  upon 
Burgos,  and  that  of  the  King  upon  Madrid,  the  Light  and  1st  divisions  of 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  which  have  been  hitherto  towards 
the  river  Duero,  have  received  orders  to  move  nearer  to  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  which  will  move  towards  Madrid. 

The  body  of  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  will  remain  at  Villavanez,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  alarm  on  that  side ;  and  2  or  3  squadrons  are  to  be 
sent  to  Penafiel,  in  order  to  observe  the  Upper  Duero. 

Gen.  Alava  is  requested  to  give  directions  that  the  guerrillas  of  Saomil 
and  El  Principe  may  place  themselves  under  the  directions  of  Major  Gen. 
Anson. 

The  6th  division  of  infantry,  and  certain  other  troops,  of  which  a 
list  will  be  sent  to  Major  Gen.  Clinton  by  the  Q.M.G.,  are  to  remain  at 
Cuellar ;  and  those  troops  of  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry, 
which  have  lately  been  employed  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  the 
1st  and  Light  divisions,  must  now  be  employed  to  keep  up  the  commu- 
nication with  Major  Gen.  Clinton. 

It  is  recommended  that  Gen.  Santocildes  should  remain  on  the  right 
of  the  Duero,  about  Tordesillas,  occupying  Simancas,  and  communicating 
with  Major  Gen.  Anson  at  Villavanez,  through  Valladolid. 

The  guerrillas  of  Marquinez  should  act  under  the  directions  of  Gen. 
Santocildes,  and  should  observe  all  that  passes  towards  Palencia,  &c.,  on 
the  right  of  the  Pisuerga. 

The  Conde  de  Amarante  should  continue  to  blockade  Zamora,  on  the 
Tight  of  the  Duero. 

In  case  the  enemy  shouki  move  by  Palencia,  and  endeavor  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Astorga,  or  the  blockade  of  Zamora,  while  the  allied  British  and 
Portuguese  army  will  be  engaged  towards  Madrid,  which  is  not  very 
probable,  as  they  have  nothing  but  the  cavalry  in  a  state  fit  for  service, 
the  Conde  de  Amarante  must  necessarily  raise  the  blockade  of  2^amora, 
and  retire  behind  the  Esla ;  and  Gen.  Santocildes  should  likewise  take 
such  a  position  with  his  troops  on  the  Esla,  as  to  cover  the  operations  of 
the  siege  of  Astorga. 

If  the  siege  of  Astorga  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  that 
part  of  the  army  of  Galicia  should  be  at  liberty,  we  shall  be  informed 
of  it ;  and  this  event  will  make  so  important  a  change  in  our  situation, 
that  a  new  arrangement  will  be  suggested  tQ  Gen.  Santocildes  for  the 
whole  army. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  manoeuvre  by  the  Upper  Duero,  moving  above 
the  junction  of  the  Pisuerga,  Major  Gren.  Anson  should  retire  upon  Major 
Gen.  Clinton's  corps  at  Cuellar,  and,  if  necessary,  b6th  upon  Segovia,  so 
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as  to  draw  nearer  to  the  army.  In  this  case,  and  more  particularly  if 
the  enemy  should  not  have  moved  any  troops  upon  Palencia,  or  the  right 
of  the  Pisuerga,  Gen.  Santocildes  should  cross  that  river  at  Simancas, 
md  hy  moving  along  the  Duero,  endeavor  to  cut  off  their  communication 
with*  Burgos. 

The  troops  under  Don  Julian  to  he  directed  hy  Gen.  Alava  to  follow 
the  movements  of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army. 

To  Qeo.  Santocildef.  MoiODcillo,  5th  Aug.  1813,  6  p.m. 

Upon  considering  our  situation  in  all  its  views,  I  have  thought  that  I 
should  do  most  good  to  the  cause  hy  marching  immediately  upon  Madrid, 
and  hy  endeavoring  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  thence ;  and  I  enclose 
the  memorandum  of  the  plan  which  I  have  ordered  for  the  troops  under 
my  command  remaining  on  the  Duero,  and  at  Cuellar ;  of  that  for  the 
Conde  de  Amarante ;  and  of  that  which  I  recommended  for  the  adoption 
of  your  Excellency. 

I  propose  to  return  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  to  resume  our 
plans  on  Zamora,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  removed  Uie  King  from  Madrid. 

I  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  attend  to  the  enemy's  movements 
from  Burgos  towards  the  kingdom  of  Leon.  I  propose  to  return  into 
Old  CastUle  as  soon  as  I  can ;  but  I  think  it  most  likely  that  as  soon  as 
they  shall  hear  that  I  am  gone  towards  Madrid,  they  will  move  some 
troops  in  the  direction  of  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  and  much  will  depend 
upon  your  being  on  the  Esla  before  them. 

You  should  lose  no  time  in  getting  to  your  army  your  guns  from 
Salamanca;  and  in  removing  from  Valladolid  the  shot  and  shells  to 
Salamanca,  and  the  guns  into  Galicia. 

A.  G.  O.  Mouneaio,  6th  Aug.  U1S. 

1.  The  Coromander  of  the  Forcei  if  torry  to  bare  to  inform  the  army  that  he  hat 
received  a  report  that  two  British  eoldiere  were  murdered  at  Medina  del  Campo,  on  the  — 
intt ;  and  that  be  hie  reaeon  to  apprehend  that  this  miifortciiie  ii  to  ba  attrtbnted  to  the 
mitcoiiduct  of  the  British  eoldiert  in  that  and  other  towns  on  the  road  between  Ciudad 
Bod|ig(H  Salamanca,  and  the  army. 

2.  The  Commander  of  tbe  Forces  now  gives  notice,  that  he  has  directed  that  no  officer 
or  soldier  may  be  envied  with  provisions  or  forage,  on  his  road  to  or  from  the  army, 
between  Ciudad  Rodn^  and  Salamanca  and  the  army,  excepting  at  the  places  at  which 


it  will  be  specified  in  his  route  that  he  is  to  receive  provisions  and  forage;  and  any  officer 
who  shall  apply  for  either  at  any  other  place  is  to  be  reported  to  head  quarters ;  and  any 
soldier  who  soall  Apply  for  provisions  is  to  be  confined,  and  sent  a  prisoner  to  the  nearest 


Btitisb  post,  and  wUi  undoubtedly  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  Court  Martial,  for  a  disobe- 
dience iff  orders. 

3.  The  Comnander  of  the  Forces  hoped  that  the  kind  treatment  which  the  officers  and 
soldien  of  thf  army  have  received  ftom  the  Spaniards,  would  liave  had  the  effect  of  in- 
ducing them  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  wid^  kindness,  to  rennet  their  property, 
and  to  refrain  from  making  demands  upon  them  which  they  have  no  right  to  make. 

4.  He  now  warns  them  of  the  consequence  which  will  attend  their  misconduct :  they 
may  depend  upon  it  that  the  Spaniards  will  not  submit  to  be  ill  treated ;  and  the  Com- 
mander of  Ihe  Forces  recommends  to  the  soldiers  to  behave  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  as  they  have  dasocved  by  dieir  condnct  to  the  army  since  they  have  passed  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal. 

A.  This  order  is  to  be  printed :  it  must  be  read  to  every  detachment  which  will  pass 
from  CSodad  Bodrigo  to  Salamanca,  and  i  printed  copy  must  be  delivered  to  the  officer  or 
nOD-commisnoned  officer  commanding  it;  and  it  must  likewise  be  read  to  every  detach- 
ment which  will  leave  the  army  fur  Salamanca,  or  will  leave  Salamanca  .to  go  to  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 
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7ht  A,Q,  /•  A,AM9.  ^fdmtiom,  5tb  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  for  the  future  the  dailv  state  of  the  —  division 
may  be  detailed  by  regiments,  agreeably  to  the  form  of  which  I  send  you  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  copies  for  present  purposes,  and  shall  send  you  others  when  Uiose 
now  sent  shall  be  used.  Tlie  totals,  British  and  Portuguese,  will,  c^  course,  be 
exactly  the  same  as  the  daily  states  usually  sent  in,  and  I  shall  have  the  advantage 
of  observing  in  what  particular  regiment  the  greater  number  of  casualties  may 
occur. 

To  Gen.  Santocildes.  San  IldelbiMO^  9tfa  Aug.  181S. 

When  I  was  at  Valladolid,  it  was  settled  between  Gen.  Alava  and  me 
that  the  officer*  and  soldiers  whom  the  French  had  left  there  should  be 
sent  off  to  Conina ;  and  I  understood  from  Gen.  Alava  that  Don  Benito 
Marquinez  had  sent  off  all,  of  both  descriptions,  who  were  able  to  bear 
the  journey.  Yet  I  have  heard  that  French  officers  have  appeared  in  the 
streets  of  Valladolid  perfectly  recoyered,  and  with  their  swords  on. 

I  beg  to  draw  your  Excellency's  attention  to  this  subject,  and  to  point 
out  to  you  the  impropriety  of  the  existence  of  such  a  practice,  and  the 
inconvenience  which  must  result  from  it 

It  is  desirable  that,  as  soon  as  any  officers  or  soldiers  should  recover 
sufficiently,  they  should  be  sent  off  to  Corufia ;  and  that  every  measure 
should  be  adopted  which  is  practicable,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  commu- 
nication between  the  enemy  at  Burgos  and  the  city  of  Valladolid* 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Torre  Lodooes,  I  Idi  Aug.  181S. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst,  but  none  others,  whether  in 
cipher  or  in  ordinary  writing. 

I  beg  to  observe  to  you  that  I  have  no  cipher  in  which  I  could  corre- 
spond with  you :  and  unless  the  Spaniards  in  the  north  are  yery  different 
from  those  I  have  seen  elsewhere,  or  the  enemy  opposed  to  you  more 
active  than  those  I  have  met  with,  you  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  that 
your  letters  will  be  intercepted.  Those  to  whom  they  may  be  entrusted 
may  not  choose  to  take  the  trouble  of  carrying  them ;  but  they  would 
prefer  death  to  delivering  them  to  the  enemy. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  account  of  your .  operations.  In 
regard  to  those  which  you  have  proposed  to  Gen.  Mendizabal,  I  beg  to 
remind  you  that  Marmont's  army  have  fled  to  Burgos ;  and,  although 
they  are  not  in  a  state  to  meet  us,  or  any  other  body  that  can  be  called  an 
army,  I  fear  they  would  be  too  much  for  Mendizabal  and  his  guerrilbis. 
Mendizabal  will  of  course  have  heard  of  Marmont's  march  to  Burgos, 
and  will  have  taken  care  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 

In  regard  to  Mendizabal's  operations,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  me  to  point  out  what  they  ought  to  be,  as  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of 
his  force  and  means.  I  have  never  yet  seen  or  heard  of  a  Spanish  corp^ 
capable  of  undertaking  any  serious  operation  against  the  enemy,  such  as 

G.  O.  8»  nddbDM,  Sth  Aof .  ISlt. 

A.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  rice,  wheat  flour,  or  whest,  may  be  ismed 
io  tlie  troops  under  ^  order  of  the  1st  inst.,  but  not  barley,  unlev  it  should  be  absolutely 


6.  He  detifes  that  when  the  troops  receive  rum,  it  may  be  mixed  with  three  times  the 
quantity  of  waisr,  imtead  of  four  times,  as  tberein  oidered. 
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the  siege  of  Burgos  would  be,  even  if  Marmont's  remains  had  not  gonb 
there,  unless  in  co-operation  with  a  British  corps ;  and  I  can't  recom- 
mend for  Mendizabal  that  which  I  am  quite  certain  he  has  not  the  means 
of  accomplishing. 

In  regfljrd  to  us,  after  I  had  driven  Marmont's  army  bejond  the  Duero, 
and  that  they  had  quitted  that  river  on  their  way  to  Burgos  in  a  state  of 
disorganization  and  distress,  from  which  they  will  not  soon  recover,  I 
turned  my  attention  towards  the  army  of  the  Centre,  under  the  King, 
which  was  collected  on  my  flank  and  in  my  rear.  They  have  retired 
from  Madrid,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  that  city  to-morrow,  and,  if  I  can^ 
give  the  King  a  blow ;  and  when  the  army  of  Galicia,  which  has  now 
been  two  months  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Astorga,  can  bring  that  opera- 
tion to  a  close,  I  may  turn  my  attention  to  the  north.  But  we  have 
still  too  many  enemies  in  the  centre  and  south  untouched  io  think  of 
that  side. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  guerrillas  in  the  north,  and  Mendizabal,  should 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  harass  the  enemy,  to  prevent  them  from 
collecting  magazinea  of  provisions,  and,  above  all,  from  communicating 
with  each  other.  Any  town  or  village  which  should  supply  the  enemy 
with  any  thing,  unless  obliged  by  force  of  arms,  should  be  destroyed. 

If  th^  Spaniards  will  not  raise  regular  armies,  and  fight  like  other 
people,  we  must  make  the  whole  population  enter  into  the  war  if  they 
choose  to  continue  it. 

P.S.  The  numbers  in  your  signal  book  would  be  as  good  a  cipher  as 
we  could  use;  but  you  must  send  me  a  book  by  a  messenger  frorn^ 
CoruHa,  and  let  me  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it  before  you  use  it  in 
this  manner. 

To  Hb  Excellency  C.  Stuart.  Torre  Lodones,  lldi  Aug.  181S. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  3d,  enclosing  the  intelligence 
from  America. 

As  the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  and  the  coasts  of  Portugal  and  Spain, 
will  swarm  with  American  privateers,  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  you 
and  Adm.  Martin  should  write,  as  I  shaill,  to  England,  to  have  measures 
adopted  for  the  security  a{  our  packets  in  particular,  and  for  the.  general 
security  of  our  communication  with  Corufia  on  one  side,  and  Cadiz  and 
Gibraltar  on  the  other. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  I  shall  recommend  that  we  may  have,  at  all  times, 
a  ship  of  war  cruising  off  Cape  Finisterre,  and  that  the  packets  homeward 
bound  should  be  ordered  to  make  Ushant,  from  whence  they  should  be 
seen  in  safety  to  Falmouth;  and  that  those  outward  bound  should  b^ 
ordered  to  make  Cape  Finisterre. 

In  regard  to  the  second  object,  I  propose  to  recommend  that  the  Admiral 
of  the  Lisbon  station  should  be  reinforced  in  frigates  and  craft  to  enable 
him  to  secure  the  communication  between  Cape  Finisterre  and  the  Rock 
of  Lisbon,  and  between  the  Tagus  and  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar. 

P.S.  We  shall  be  in  Madrid  to-morrow.  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether 
the  enemy  mean  to  leave  a  garrison  in  the  Retiro. 
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The  advanced  posts  were  Uiis  daj  withdrawn  towards  Talavera;  but  I 
/Me  bj  letters  from  Hill  of  the  6th  that  to  that  day  nothing  had  moved 
/rom  Estremadura  to  join  the  King.  I  propose  to  detain  the  mail  till  we 
«hall  have  entered  Madrid. 

To  CoL  TonwM,  MiUtarj  Secretary.  Torre  Lodones,  lltii  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  firom  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  contain- 
ing a  memorial  from. Lieut.  Col.  Stewart,  of  the  50th  regt,  in  fiivor  of 
the  widow  of  Capt.  Candler  of  that  corps^  and  one  from  Major  Gen.  the 
Hon.  £•  Pakenham,  forwarding  and  recommending  an  application  from 
the  widow  of  Capt.  Prescott  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers,  to  receive  some  provi*- 
sion  for  herself  and  children.  I  beg  you  will  submit  these  papers  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  H.R.H.  the  Commander  in  Cbiet 

To  Earl  Batharft  Torre  Lodooee,  1 1th  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  on  the  subject  of  the  clothing  for  the 
Portuguese  army ;  and  I  beg  to  recommend  that,  if  your  Lordship  should 
^f»prove  of  the  arrangements  proposed  by  the  Marshal,  measures  may  be 
taken  to  insure  the  early  arrival  of  all  the  equipments  required. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart  Madrid,  13th  Aug.  181S. 

I  have  long  intended  to  write  to  you,  but  I  have  really  not  had  time  to 
write  to  any  body.  I  was  much  concerned  to  learn  that  you  were  so  un« 
Airell ;  but  I  hope  that  you  will  soon  be  better,  as  I  am  very  anxious  to 
have  you  again  with  the  army. 

Our  operations,  since  you  left  us,  have  been  as  follows.  We  followed 
Marmont  as  closely  as  we  could  to  the  Duero,  but  he  marched  at  such  a 
rate,  wad  our  troops  were  so  much  fatigued,  that  after  the  first  day  we  did 
him  but  little  mischief.  After  driving  him  from  Valladolid,  it  appears 
that  he  and  the  King,  who  had  returned  from  this  side  to  Segovia,  had 
thoughts  of  joining  at  Aranda  de  Duero,  and  I  moved  our  right  to  Cuellar. 
I  there  gave  the  troops  a  day's  halt,  upon  finding  the  King  retired  upon 
Madrid ;  and  afterwards  I  thought  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  best  thing  I 
fould  do  would  be  to  move  upon  the  King  and  fight  him,  or  force  him 
from  Madrid,  which  I  have  carried  into  execution.  I  could  not  go  fiurther 
north  without  great  inconvenience,  and  I  could  at  that  moment  do  nothing 
else.  I  have  left  Anson's  brigade  on  the  Duero  to  observe  Marmont ;  and 
Clinton's  division,  and  all  the  new  infantry,  at  Cuellar,  to  support  and  keep 
the  communication  with  him.  The  King  has  retired  upon  Aranjuez  and 
Toledo,  leaving  a  garrison  in  the  Retiro. 

We  had  a  devil  of  an  affair  on  the  evening  of  the  1 1th.  The  French^ 
2000  cavalry,  moved  upon  the  Portuguese  cavalry ;  D*Urban  ordered  them 

Q,  O.  Madrid*  ISth  Aof.  1819. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  reauesU  that  the  soldiers  may  not  be  allowed  to  walk 
about  the  streets  of  Madrid,  unless  regularly  dressed  in  their  uniforms  with  side  arms. 

X  Tliose  going  to  work  or  on  fatigue  in  their  fiitigne  dre«es^  viU  of  coune  be  ijnder  tiie 
orders  of  officers  or  of  non-commissioned  officers. 

3.  In  case  any  officers  are  desirous  of  seing  the  Palace,  they  are  requested  to  apply  at 
the  entrance  for  some  of  the  senrauts  of  the  househc^d  to  attend  them. 
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to  charge  tiie  advanced  squadrons,  which  charge  thej  did  not  execute  na 
thej  ought,  and  thej  ran  off,  leaving  our  guns  (Capt  Macdonald's  troop); 
They  ran  in  upon  the  German  cavalry,  half  a  mile  or  more  in  their  rear, 
where  they  were  brought  up ;  but  they  would  not  charge  on  the  left  of  the 
Germans ;  these  charged  and  stopped  the  enemy ;  but  Col.  de  Jonqui^res 
was  taken,  and  we  have  lost  a  good  many  of  these  fine  fellows.  There  are 
20  killedf.and  about  as  many  wounded  and  prisoners.  We  likewise  lost  3 
guns  of  Maodonald's  troop  in  the  Portuguese  flight,  but  the  French  left 
them  behind. 

If  Elley  is  recovered,  I  wish  you  would  desire  him  to  have  an  eye  to  the 
sick  and  wounded  hones  and  men  of  the  cavalry,  particularly  of  Ponsonby^s 
brigade,  which  are  at  Salamanca. 

The  5th  dragoon  guards  are  very  wei^.  I  have  written  to  England 
about  horses;  but  I  am  sadly  apprehensive  that  our  horses  will  fall  off 
terribly  before  the  campaign  will  be  over.  They  are  now^  however,  in  as 
good  condition  (the  Germans  in  better)  as  they  have  been  during  the  cam- 
paign :  but  the  wear  and  tear  in  these  constant  marches  and  skirmishes 
must  wear  6iem  out. 

I  bave  desired  the  light  dragoons  and  hussars  to  mount  some  of  their 
dismounted  men  upon  French  and  Spanish  captured  horses.  I  think  that 
the  heavy  cavalry  also  might  do  something  of  the  same  kind :  that  is,  they 
might  mount  upon  French  horses  the  men  who  attend  the  baggage,  and 
bring  all  the  effective  English  hcHrses  into  the  ranks.  I  wish  you  would 
turn  thb  suggestion  over  in  your  mind. 

P.S.  I  shall  make  every  body  shoe  up  while  we  shall  be  engaged  m  the 
siege  of  the  Retiro. 

To  Bf^  GcD.  tbt  Hon.  W.  8tew«rt  Madrid,  IStfa  Au^.  18IS. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  June,  regarding  your  pay. 
Your  name  was  not  included  in  the  abstract  solely  by  mistake,  which  mis- 
take I  have  had  rectified,  and  the  matter  will  be  settled  as  you  wish. 

You  see  by  the  date  of  this  letter  that  we  have  got  on  since  you  left  ua. 

To  Ewl  Bitiraist  Madrid,  13th  Aug.  ISIS. 

Having  found  that  the  army  under  Marshal  Marmont  continued  their 
retreat  upon  Burgos,  in  «  state  not  likely  to  be  able  to  take  the  field  again 
f<Nr  some  time ;  and  knowing  that  I  could  not  quit  the  river  Duero  in 
pursuit  of  them  at  the  ^n^esent  moment,  without  incurring  great  inconve* 
nience,  and  exposing  the  rear  and  communications  of  the  army  to  the 
operations  of  the  army  of  the  Centre,  under  the  King,  I  determined  to 
move  upon  that  army,  and  to  endeavor  to  bring  the  King  to  a  general 
action,  or  to  force  him  to  quit  Madrid. 

Accordingly  I  moved  from  Cuellar  on  the  6th  inst.,  leaving  there  the 
6ih  division,  and  the  regiments  which  had  lately  joined  the  army  from 
England  and  Gibraltar,  and  which  were  in  a  state  of  health  not  to  be  abl^ 
to  bear  the  march,  and  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the 
Duero,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  *  Armde  de  PcHmgoU  These 
troops  were  put  in  communication  with  Gen.  Santocildes'  division  of  the 
army  of  Galicia,  likewise  on  the  Duero,  near  the  fords  of  Polios  and 
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Herreroi;  and  the  parttea  of  guerrillas  under  Marquinex,  Principe,  and 
Saomil,  were  attached  to  Major  Gen.  Anaon  and  Gen.  Santocildea,  and 
objects  fixed  lor  their  attention.  We  arrived  at  Segovia  on  the  7th,  and 
at  San  Ddefonaa  on  ^be  8tb,  where  1  halted  one  day,  to  allow  the  right  of 
the  army  more  time  to  coae  up. 

No  oppoeidon  was  made  to  the  passage  of  the  troops  through  the  moun- 
tains; and  Brig.  Gen.  I^Urhan,  with  the  Portuguese  cavalry,  the  1st 
light  battalion  of  the  K.  G.  L.,  and  Capt  Macdonald's  troop  of  horse 
artillery,  had  been  through  the  Guadarrama  pass  since  the  9th.  He 
moved  forward  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  fW>m  the  neighbourhood  of 
Galapagar,  and,  supported  by  the  heavy  cavalry  of  the  K.  G.  L.  from 
Torre  Lodones,  he  drove  in  the  French  cavalry,  about  2000  in  number, 
and  placed  himself  at  Majadahonda,  with  the  Portuguese  cavaliy,  and 
Capt  Macdonald's  troop,  and  the  cavalry  and  light  infantry  of  the  K.  G.  L. 
at  Las  Rozas,  about  three  quarters  of  a  xnile  distant. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  which  had  been  driven  off  in  the  morning,  and  had 
moved  towards  Navalcamero,  returned  about  5  in  the  afternoon;  and 
Brig.  Gen.  D'Urban  having  formed  the  Portuguese  cavalry  in  iront  of 
Majadahonda,  supported  by  the  horse  artillery,  ordered  the  cavaliy  to 
charge  the  enemy's  leading  squadrons,  which  appeared  too  far  advanced 
to  be  supported  by  their  main  body.  The  Portuguese  cavalry  advanced 
to  the  attack,  but  unfortunately  turned  about  before  they  reached  the 
enemy ;  and  they  fled  through  the  village  of  Majadahonda,  wad  back  upon 
the  German  dragoons,  leaving  behind  them  unprotected  and  unsupported 
the  guns  of  Capt  Macdonald's  troop,  which  had  been  moved  forwaid  to 
co-operate  with  the  cavalry.  By  the  activity  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  Capt  Macdonald's  troop,  the  guns  were^  however,  moved  off;  but 
owing  to  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  they  were 
moved,  the  carriage  of  one  was  broken,  and  2  others  were  overturned, 
and  these  3  guns  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

The  Portuguese  dragoons  having  fled  through  Majadahonda,  were 
rallied  and  re-formed,  when  the  heavy  dragoons  of  the  K.  G.  L.,  which 
were  formed  between  that  village  and  Las  Rozas,  and  the  German  cavalry, 
charged  the  enemy,  although  under  many  disadvantages,  and  stopped  their 
further  progress;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  suffered  considerable  loss, 
and  that  CoL  de  Jonqui^res,  who  commanded  the  brigade,  was  taken 
prisoner.* 

The  left  of  the  army  was  about  2^  miles  distant,  at  the  Puente  del 
Retamar,  on  the  Guadarrama  river;  and  CoL  Ponsonby's  brigade  of 
cavalry  and  a  brigade  of  infantry  of  the  7th  division  having  moved  forward 
to  the  support  of  the  troops  in  advance,  the  enemy  retired  upon  Maja- 
dahonda as  soon  as  they  observed  these  troops,  and  night  having  come  on 
they  retired  upon  Alcorcon,  leaving  our  guns  at  Majadahonda. 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  both  from  the  manner  in  which  the  enemy  came 
on  to  the  attack  of  the  Portuguese  troops,  and  from  other  circumstances, 
that  they  had  been  informed  that  we  had  none  but  Portuguese  dragoons  in 
front,  and  that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  to  support 
them.  The  occurrences  of  the  22d  July  had  induced  me  to  hc^  that  the 
Portuguese  dragoons  would  have  conducted  themselves  better,  or  1  should 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  111. 
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not  have  placed  them  at  the  outposts  of  the  armj.  But  everj  day's  ex- 
perience shows  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  cavalry  which  is  not  in 
a  perfect  state  of  discipline,  and  of  which  the  men  don't  feel  a  perfect 
confidence  in  the  officers.  I  shall  therefore  not  place  them  again  at  the 
outposts,  or  in  situations  in  which  by  their  misconduct  they  can  influence 
the  safety  of  the  other  troops. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  cavalry  behaved 
remarkably  well,  and  showed  a  good  example  to  their  men,  particularly 
the  Visconde  de  Barbacena,  who  was  taken  prisoner.  The  conduct  of  the 
brave  German  cavalry  was,  I  understand,  excellent,  as  well  as  that  of 
Capt.  Macdonald's  troop  of  horse  artillery.  The  light  infantry  battalion 
were  not  engaged. 

The  army  moved  forward  yesterday  morning,  and  its  left  took  pos- 
session of  the  city  of  Madrid,  the  King  having  retired  with  the  army  of 
the  Centre  by  the  roads  of  Toledo  and  Aranjuez,  leaving  a  garrison  in  the 
Retiro. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  joy  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Madrid  upon  our  arrival,*  and  I  hope  that  the  prevalence  of  the  same 
sentiments  of  detestation  of  the  French  yoke,  and  of  a  strong  desire  to 
secure  the  independence  of  their  country,  which  first  induced  them  to  set 
the  example  of  resistance  to  the  usurper,  will  induce  them  again  to  make 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  which,  being  more  wisely  directed, 
will  be  more  efficacious  than  those  formerly  made. 

The  heavy  guns,  with  the  aid  of  which  we  took  Salamanca,  are  in  the 
rear  of  the  army,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  find  it  difficult  to  take  the 
Retiro.     But  I  believe  that  we  must  break  ground  before  the  place. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  that  Astorga  has  fallen ;  but  the  garrison  which 
the  enemy  left  in  TordesUlas,  about  260  in  number,  surrendered  to  Gen. 
Santocildes  on  the  5th  inst 

I  have  received  no  further  reports  of  the  situation  of  Gen.  Ballesteros 
since  the  21st  July. 

I  have  letters  from  Gen.  J.  O'Donell  and  Gen.  Roche  of  the  26th  July ; 
and  the  army  of  Murcia,  under  the  command  of  the  former,  was  defeated 
by  Gen.  Harispe  on  the  21st  July.  It  appears  that  the  Spanish  troops 
moved  forward  to  attack  Gen.  Harispe's  posts  at  Castalla  and  at  Ybi. 
Those  which  attacked  the  former  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  2000  men 
and  2  pieces  of  cannon.  Those  which  attacked  the  latter,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Roche,  conducted  themselves  remarkably  well,  and  covered 
the  retreat  of  the  troops  under  Gen.  O'Donell,  and  afterwards  effected 
their  own  retreat  in  good  order  to  Alicante. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Gen.  Maitland  since  the  18th  July. 

There  had  been  no  movement  of  importance  in  Estremadura  as  late  as 
the  9th  inst 

*  *  Le  Pffcis  historique  de  la  Guerre  de  la  PhtumUe  de  1807  a  1814,  eervant  dinetruo' 
tione  auz  Joumauz  dee  SiigeefaiU  <m  atndemu  pa/r  lea  Franfaie  done  eette  ffuerret  par 
Belmae,  ch^  de  bataitton  du  Ofnie,''  vol.  i.  p.  235,  oontaint  the  following  paMage :  '  Lord 
WeJUngtonJU  ton  entrie  d  Madrid  le  12  Aoat  avec  30,000  hommee.  Vivreete  avee  laguelle 
ilfut  re^JU  bientSt  place  &  d'autree  eerUimetUy  loriou^U  frappa  eette  viUe  d'une  eontri- 
bution.*  The  last  anertion  it  not  correct.  Lord  WdJington  nerer  laiMd,  or  permitted  t6 
be  rairad,  any  contributioo  at  Madrid  or  dtewliere. 
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Betuni  of  the  killed^  wounded,  and  miaung,  in  the  affair  at  Majadahonda,  on  the 
nth  Aug.  1812. 


King*e  German  Legion  and 
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To  Earl  Bathurrt.  Madrid,  13di  Aug.  1812. 

Yoa  will  see  in  mj  cUspatch  my  reasons  for  moving  on  Uiis  citj,  to 
which  I  have  to  add  that  I  could  undertake  nothing  else  excepting  the 
siege  of  Zamora,  for  which  I  shall  have  time  till  the  end  of  Septemher. 
As  the  siege  of  Astorga  is  not  concluded,  it  would  have  answered  no  pur- 
pose to  undertake  that  of  Zamora  at  present  But  we  must  have  Zamora 
and  Toro  before  the  Duero  shall  fill.  A  further  reason  for  moving  to 
Madrid  is,  that  I  think  mj  being  here  will  have  a  good  effect  throughout 
Spain  and  all  Europe. 

I  have  heard  of  war  being  declared  by  America,  and  I  beg  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  our  communications  by  the  packets.  We  may 
depend  upon  it  that  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  and  the  coasts  of  Portugal 
will  swann  with  privateers,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  some  steps  to 
protect  the  packets. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Stuart  to  suggest  to  Adm.  Martin  to  station  a  vessel 
off  Cape  Finisterre;  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lord- 
ship that  the  outward  bound  packets  should  be  directed  to  make  Cape 
Finisterre,  and  those  homeward  bound  to  make  Ushant;  and  that  the 
squadron  off  Brest  should  be  directed  to  detach  a  small  vessel  to  see  them 
in  safety  to  Falmouth.  It  would  be  necessary  also  that  the  Admiral  at 
Lisbon  should  be  reinforced  in  small  vessels,  to  enable  him  to  observe  the 
coasts  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  as  far  at  least  as  Gibraltar. 

P.S.  The  troops  that  are  with  the  army  have  improved  in  health  in  the 
last  week.  I  don't  know  how  those  are  at  Cuellar,  but  I  am  afraid  not  bb 
they  ought  to  be.  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  forget  horses  for  our 
cavalry  and  artillery. 

O.  O.  Madrid.  14Ui  Aug.  1812. 

1.  There  will  be  wanted  2000  gabions  of  2  feet  diameter  in  the  whole,  and  2  feet  6 
inches  long ;  and  200  fascines,  18  feet  long  and  1  foot  diameter;  and  1400  pickets,  3  feet 
6  inches  Ions. 

2.  A  worlcing  party  of  150  men  of  the  Portngnese  brigade  in  the  3d  division  are  to 
parade  this  day  at  12  o^clock  at  the  Cnstom  house,  to  make  t^ese  gabions  and  fascines,  and 
pickets,  for  which  the  men  will  be  paid  the  price  for  each  which  they  were  paid  under  the 
orders  of  the  18th  Dec  last. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M  SBAIN. 

To  U^ot  Gen.  H.  Cliufon.  Madrid,  litli  Aug.  1812^  7  rjL 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  Idth ;  and  you  will  have  heard 
that  we  have  thb  daj  taJcen  the  Retiro,  with  1800  men,  nearly  200  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  20,000  stand  of  arms ;  and  I  think  it  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference what  movement  the  '  Armie  de  Portugal*  may  make. 

The  only  thing  I  recommend  is  that  which  you  have  suggested  yourself, 
viz.,  to  move  the  point  of  communication  from  Medina  to  Arevalo.  In* 
deed,  upon  your  letter  of  yesterday,  this  might  as  well  be  done  at  all 
events,  and  I  gave  orders  accordingly  to  Scovell  and  the  Commissary 
Gen. ;  but  if  you  should  have  found  occasion  to  alter  the  commupication, 
I  hope  you  will  have  sent  back  along  the  road  as  far  as  Salamanca. 

I  shall  expect  furtlier  intelligence  from  you ;  and  shall  feel  no  difficulty 
now  in  going  to  you  at  a  moment's  notice. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Madrid,  15tb  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  garrison  of  the 
Retiro  surrendered  by  capitulation  yesterday ;  and  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  capitulation.* 

We  invested  the  place  completely  on  the  evening  of  the  13th;  and  in 
the  night,  detachments  of  the  7th  division  of  infantry  under  the  command 
of  Major  Gen.  Hope;  and  of  the  3d  division  of  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  £•  Pakenham,  drove  in  the  snemy's  posts 
from  the  Prado,  and  the  Botanical  garden,  and  the  works  which  they  had 
constructed  outside  of  the  park  wall ;  and  having  broken  through  the  wall 
in  different  places,  they  were  established  in  the  palace  of  the  Retiro,  and 
close  to  the  exterior  line  of  the  enemy's  works  enclosing  the  building 
called  La  China.  The  troops  were  preparing  in  the  morning  to  attack 
these  works  preparatory  to  the  arrangements  to  be  adopted  for  the  attack 
of  the  interior  line  and  building,  when  the  Governor  sent  out  an  officer  to 
desire  to  capitulate ;  and  I  granted  him  the  honors  of  war,  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  &c,  as  specified  in  the  enclosed 
agreement 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  which  marched  out 

*  Oapitulation  proposed  by  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Wellington,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Allied  Army,  and  accepted  by  CoL  La  Fond,  Commandant  of  the  Fort  of  La  China. 

14tb  Aug.  1813. 

1st ;  Tlie  garrison  shall  march  out  of  the  fort  with  the  hoiiors  of  war,  and  shall 
lay  down  their  arms  on  the  glads. 

2d ;  The  garrison,  and  persozis  of  every  description  in  the  fort,  shall  he  pri- 
soners of  war. 

3d ;  Tlie  officers  shall  be  allowed  to  retain  their  swords,  their  baggage,  and 
their  hones,  according  to  the  number  allowed  them  by  Uie  regulations  c^  t)»e 
French  army ;  and  the  soldiers  shall  keep  their  knapsacks. 

4th ;  The  magazines  of  the  fort  of  every  description  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
officers  of  the  respective  departments,  and  the  French  Commandants  of  Artillery 
and  of  Engineers  shall  fiirnbh  lists  of  the  contents  of  each  depdt.  The  plans 
of  the  fort  shall  also  be  delivered  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  British 
Engineers. 

5th ;  Thu  capitulation  shall  take  place  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
gates  of  the  fort  shall  be  occupied  by  the  troops  (^  the  allied  armyas  soon  as  this 
capitulation  is  ratified.  Wellington. 

This  capitulation  is  ratified  by  the  Colonel  commanding  ilie  fort  of  La  China. 
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yesterday  at  4  o'clock  on  the  road  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  We  have  found 
in  the  place  189  pieces  of  brass  ordnance  in  excellent  condition,  900 
barrels  of  powder,  20,000  stand  of  arms,  and  considerable  mi^azines  of 
clothing  and  provisions,  and  ammunition.  We  have  likewise  found  the 
eagles  of  the  ISth  and  51st  regts.,  which  I  forward  to  England  to  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Royal  Highness  by  my  aide  de  camp,  Major  Burgh.* 

The  King  has  retired  across  Uie  Tagus,  and  Lis  head  quarters  were,  by 
the  list  accounts,  at  Oca&u 

I  have  received  no  letters  from  Cren.  Maitland  smce  the  18th  July ;  but 
I  have  received  a  letter  this  day  from  Gen.  J.  O'Donell,  of  the  10th  inst., 
from  ACurcta,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  Gen.  Maitland  had  arrived  at 
Alicante  on  the  7th  inst  with  tbe  troops  from  Sicily,  where  he  was  about 
to  land;  and  that  he,  Gen.  O'Donell,  intended  to  join  him  with  3400 
infantry,  and  1 100  cavalry,  and  8  pieces  of  cannoD,  besides  the  troops  of 
Gen.  Roche's  division,  in  order  to  co-operate  in  his  operations  against 
Marshal  Suchet. 

As  the  Italian  division  of  Suchef  s  troops  are  with  the  King,  and  tho^ 
16di  French  regt,  I  should  think  that  the  allies  will  be  numerically  the 
strongest  in  tbe  kingdom  of  Valencia,  although  inferior  in  composition ; 
and  that  proportion  of  them  at  least  whidi  will  land  from  their  ships,  i^ 
a  state  of  equipment  very  unfit  to  take  the  -field.  I  should  have  pre^ 
ferred  the  phn  of  conjoint  operations  witii  the  Navy  which  I  had  proposed 
for  the  consideration  of  the  naval  and  military  officers  in  the  Mediter- 
nnean,  or  any  other  of  that  description,  to  the  plan  which  it  appears  is  ill 
contemplation ;  but  I  hope  this  plan  will  be  successfuL 

I  see  by  a  letter  from  Gen.  Ballesteros  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  of 
the  39th  July,  that  he  had  been  in  Malaga  on  the  14th  July,  after  an 
engagement  with  Gen.  Leval  near  Coin.  Gen.  Ballesteros  was  at  Graza^^ 
lema  on  the  9th ;  and  he  states  tbat  Gen.  Villatte.,  with  a  strong  division; 
was  near  San  Roque,  and  he  is  therefore  cut  off  from  Gibraltar.  I  have  a 
letter  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  of  the  8th  inst ;  and  although  Gen. 
Drouet  had  been  in  movement  for  3  days,  it  does  not  appear  thai  his 
movements  are  of  any  importance,  or  have  any  reference  to  the  state  of 
affidrs  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

I  have  received  a  report  of  the  13th  from  Major  Gen.  Clinton  at  Cuellar, 
*  Major  Gen.  Lord  Downes,  K.C.B.,  ftc. 

O.  O.  Mtdrtd.  iMh  Ang.  181S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Foroct  detuet  that  all  the  offioen,  at  well  Portugaese  as 
Eogluh,  oo  datj  in  the  palace  of  the  Retiro  since  yesterday  at  noon,  may  be  put  in  arrest, 
and  their  names  reported,  (or  having  allowed  the  stores  in  that  palace  to  be  plmidered,  not- 
withstanding the  orders  they  reeeiTed,  and  that  they  and  ^  meo  under  tneir  command 
were  placed  on  duty  there  purposely  to  prevent  the  plunder.  ♦ 

2.  The  Commander  of  die  Forces  ordered  on  the  13th  inst  that  the  soldien  should  not 
he  allowed  to  walk  about  the  streets  of  Madrid  unless  regularly  dressed  as  soldiers  with 
their  side  arms.  It  has  always  hitherto  been  understood  it  was  incumbent  on  the  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  of  die  army  to  see  tluit  the  orders  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  are  obeyed ;  but  he  has  seen  soldieis  walking  with  non-commissioned  officen,  in 
pesmm  of  offiicen,  not  dieswd  as  osdered,  and  all  kinds  of  irregularities  going  on  in  pre* 
sence  of  and  unnoticed  by  the  officers. 

S.  No  army  can  continue  long  together  and  successful  if  orders  are  not  strictly  obeyed : 
and  fin  Commander  of  the  Forces  balds  the  officers  fesponnble  for  their  scildiers ;  and  in 
am  of  misbehaTioar  of  the  latter,  he  will  call  the  fonner  to  account. 
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that  a  detachment  of  the  *  Armk  de  Portugal  *  had  lAade  a  moyement 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Burgos  towards  Valladolid ;  but  I  imagine 
this  moyement  is  made  solely  with  a  view  to  obtain  provisions. 

I  enclose  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  a£fair  at 
Majadahonda  on  the  11  tb  inst;*  and  of  the  loss  in  the  attack  of  the 
works  of  the  Retiro.f 

^  This  dispatch  will  be  delivered  by  my  aide  de  camp  Major  Burgh,  who 
will  be  able  to  explain  any  further  circumstances  relating  to  our  situation ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Xordship's  protection. 

P.S.  Since  writing  this  dispatch,  I  have  received  a  letter  of  the  10th 
from  Gen.  Maitland  from  Alicante,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  in  which 
that  officer  informs  me  that  he  had  on  that  day  landed  at  that  place. 

I  have  omitted  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  ordered  on  the  5th  that 
Gen.  Ross  might  join  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  with  the  troops  at  Carthagena, 
excepting  a  sufficient  number  to  garrison  the  forts  Las  Galeras  and 
Atalaya,  which  are  the  two  most  important  points  at  Carthagena. 

ProcUmatioD.  Madrid,  15th  Aug.  1813. 

Castillans  I  On  tbe  road  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to  Salamanca,  and  from 
thenc^  to  this  city,  stations  have  been  arranged  at  which  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  under  my  command,  going  and  coming,  may  receive 
with  regularity  the  rations  of  provisions  and  forage  they  may  require ; 
and  as  these  stations  have  been  carefully  specified  in  the  route  or  pass- 
port given  to  every  officer  or  detachment  of  soldiers,  authorising  ihem 
to  march  from  one  station  to  another,  there  can  be  no  doubt  where  these 
itations  are.  Consequently,  it  is  not  required  that  rations  or  forage  should 
be  furnished  to  any  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  allied  British  army,  at  any 
place  not  specified  on  the  route  or  passport  Moreover,  it  is  required 
that  information  shaU  be  immediately  given  to  my  head  quarters,  giving 
the  number  of  the  regiment  of  the  officer  or  soldier  to  which  he  may 
belong  who  disobeys  tiie  above  order,  and  who  requires  rations  at  any 
place  not  expressed ;  and  if  a  soldier,  corporal,  or  serjeant,  he  will  be 
conducted  to  the  Commandant  of  the  first  military  station  of  the  allied 
British  army ;  and  the  same  is  also  to  be  observed  with  any  soldier  who 
may  otherwise  conduct  himself  improperly. 

To  Major  Gen.  Cooke.  Madrid,  16th  Aug.  181S. . 

The  state  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  Peninsula,  in  Estremadura  and 
Andalusia,  induces  me  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  time  is  at  last  arrived  at 
Which  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  troops  stationed  at  Cadiz  to  take  some 
more  active  measures  than  it  has  been  possible  to  adopt  hitherto,  in  order 
to^aise  the  blockade  of  that  place.  It  is  certain  that  the  effect  of  these 
measures,  if  they  should  not  raise  the  blockade,  will  be  to  divert  the 
enemy's  attention  more  effectually  from  Gen.  Ballesteros,  and  from  Gen. 
Sir  R.  Hill ;  and  possibly  the  whole  together,  combined  with  events  in 
this  and  other  quarters,  may  produce  not  only  the  raising  of  the  blockade, 
but  the  evacuation  of  Andalusia. 

I  request  you,  therefore,  to  consider  of  a  plan,  and  the  meaas  of 
*Seep.3d.  tOiMR.aDdF.  killed,  and  16  woanded. 
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ezecudng  it,  for  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  troops  opposite  Cadiz,  by 
which  the  blockade  is  maintained.  You,  on  the  spot,  must  of  course  be 
the  best  judge  of  this  plan,  upon  which,  at  this  distance,  I  can  scarcely 
venture  to  form  an  opinion.  But  it  should  be  founded  solely  on  its  own 
grounds ;  should  be  unconnected  with  any  plans  of  operation  by  other 
corps  of  troops  in  the  field,  excepting  as  far  as  the  operations  of  those 
corps  should  affect  the  strengtii  of  the  blockading  army,  and  should  com- 
bine the  following  objects:  1st;  the  security  of  your  own  position  on 
the  Ula  and  at  Cadiz:  2dly;  the  facility  of  carrying  the  plan  into 
execution  with  the  largest  proportion  of  troops  which  can  be  employed 
upon  it,  consistently  with  the  first  object,  against  the  smallest  body  of 
the  enemy.  The  attack  should  be  made,  therefore,  against  one  of  the 
enemy's  flanks  from  your  weakest  point,  which  I  take  to  be  8*^  Petri ; 
but  in  this  I  may  be  mistaken ;  and  the  foundation  of  the  plan  should  be 
an  attack  in  the  way  of  assault,  or  of  siege  of  his  works,  as  he  does  not 
intend  to  attack  yours  in  that  way. 

If,  therefore,  the  enemy's  works  on  his  left  flank  should  be  too  strong 
to  be  taken  by  storm,  you  should  encamp  your  troops  and  break  ground 
regularly  before  them,  and  carry  them  one  after  another,  if  you  should 
be  strong  enough  to  cross  the  river  of  S^  Petri  at  all ;  and  you  will  bear 
in  mind  in  these  operations,  that  as  long  as  you  can  withdraw  your  troops 

6.  O.  Madrid,  leth  Aug.  1812.  • 

1.  Tbe  ettabluhment  of  the  corps  of  Guidw  is  to  be  at  follows,  from  the  25th  July  t 
Ueotmantt.     CoTMte.     T^oop  teij.  m^Jon.     Seijauts.     Corporals.     Ikrrien.     Priratei. 
6  6  7  8  8  4  100 

%  Tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  been  indoeed  to  order  into  anest  the  foUowing 
officers,  Tix.: 

For  neglect  of  their  datj  while  on  guard  in  the  palace  of  the  Retiro,  in  allowing  their  sen- 
fries  to  permit  persons  to  carry  out  clothing  and  stores  during  the  day  and  uight  of  the< 
I4ch  inst  while  they  were  on  guard  over  that  palace  purposely  to  prevent  these  depre- 


3.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  always  concerned  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
observing  upon  the  conduct  of  officers  who  have  invariably  conducted  tliemselves  well  in 
the  field  :  but  ^  officers  of  the  army  must  recollect,  that  to  perform  their  duty  wilh  gal- 
lantry in  the  field  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  is  required  from  them ;  and  that  obedience 
to  order,  regularity,  accuracy  in  the  performance  of  duties,  and  discipline,  are  necessary 
to  keep  any  military  body  together,  and  to  enable  them  to  perform  atiy  military  operation 
with  advantage  to  their  country  or  service  to  themselves. 

4.  Hie  Cconniander  of  the  Forces  now  desires  that  these  officers  may  be  released  from 
their  arrest,  and  may  return  to  their  duty. 

5.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  knows  tliat  all  the  regiments  of  the  army,  Portuguese 
as  well  as  English,  have  got  with  them  carts  which  they  have  pressed  :  he  desires  that ' 
before  to-morrow  morning  these  carts  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  Commissariat  attached 
to  these  regiments,  and  that  the  Commissaries  will  send  the  owners  of  the  carts  to  their 
homes  wi^  their  carts,  paying  them  their  hire. 

6.  This  order  does  not  refer  to  carts  which  have  been  with  the  regiments  before  the  22d 
July  last 

7.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces,  in  publishing,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
the  army,  the  following  letter  from  the  Sec  at  War,  is  concerned  to  observe  that  he 
experiences  too  frequently  the  inconvenience  from  the  lamentable  inattention  of  the  officers 
of  the  army,  not  to  be  sensible  of  the  truth  of  the  observation  of  the  Sec.  at  War : 
uflloeisof  idl  ranks  and  in  all  situations  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of  leaving  to  their 
iufetiors  the  performance  of  the  most  important  duties,  without  taking  the  trouble  even  of 
superintending  their  conduct ;  and  the  consequence  is,  tliat  all  duties  are  negligently  and 
inaccurately,  if  at  all,  performed,  and  tlie  most  serious  inconveniences  are  felt  by  the 
service ; 
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back  to  their  position  on  the  Isla,  and  your  artillery  and  stores,  which, 
if  depots  of  too  cumbrous  a  magnitude  are  not  formed,  will  not  be 
difficult,  you  accomplish  ray  object  if  you  oblige  the  enemy  to  recall 
troops  from  operations  against  Gen.  Ballesteros  or  Sir  R.  Hill. 

I  beg  you  to  consider  and  suggest  a  flan  tiirough  His  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador for  the  consideration  of  the  Regency,  on  the  principles  above 
pointed  out ;  and  that  it  may  be  carried  into  execution  without  further 
reference  to  me,  without  loss  of  time. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  an  order  which  I  sent  on  the  5th  inst.  to  Major 
Gen.  Ross. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  F.  BCaitUmd.  Madrid,  16th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst. 

I  broke  up  from  Cuellar  on  the  6th,  and  marched  upon  Segovia,  and 
thenoe  by  San  Ildefonso  and  the  passes  of  Navacerrada  and  the  Guadar- 
rama  to  this  place,  leaving  at  Cuellar,  and  on  the  Duero,  a  considerable 
detachment  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  troops  in  the  north 
of  the  Peninsula. 

The  King's  army  retired  before  us ;  and  we  entered  Madrid  on  the 
12th,  a  French  garrison  still  occupying  the  Retiro.  We  invested  that 
place  completely  on  the  evening  of  the  l^th ;  and  on  that  night  the 
troops  of  the  3d  and  7th  divisions  drove  the  enemy  #rom  their  works 
outside  of  the  Park  wall,  within  which,  and  in  the  Palace  of  the  Retiro, 
they  were  established  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  we  were  pre- 
paring to  attack  the  exterior  works  of  La  China,  when  the  enemy  capitu- 
lated; and  we  have  taken  about  2400  prisoners,  189  pieces  of  cannon, 
20,000  muskets,  clothing,  and  military  stores  of  all  descripUons. 
.  The  King  retired  across  the  Tajgus,  and  was  on  the  13th  at  Ocafia.  He 
marched  yesterday  morning  towards  Villatobas  and  Corral  de  Almaguer ; 
and  it  now  appears  certain  that  he  is  going  into  the  kingdom  of  Valencia. 

Including  the  Italian  division  of  Suchet's  army,  commanded  by  Gen. 
Palombini,  and  the  16th  French  regt.,  he  has,  I  should  think,  from  17,000 
to  20,000  men,  of  which  number  from  2030  to  3000  are  cavalry,  the 
greater  part  French,  of  the  12th,  18th,  19th,  and,  I  think,  22d  dragoons. 
There  are  some  Westphalian  and  Spanish  cavalry,  and  some  of  all  nations. 
There  is  the  75th  French  regiment  of  infantry,  three  battalions,  1500 
strong;  one  battalion  of  the  12"'  l^h'e^  500;  and  either  one  or  two 
•battalions  of  the  28~  Ugh-e.  All  the  rest  are  troops  of  Baden,  West- 
phalia, Spanish  juramentados,  and  the  King's  guards  of  all  nations,  and 
are  not  very  respectable. 

I  don't  know  upon  what  plan  of  operations  you  propose  to  proceed, 
{f  circumstances  should  suit,  and  you  propose  to  move  forward  on 
Valencia,  I  recommend  to  your  attention  my  first  campaign  in  Portugal. 
I  kept  the  sea  always  on  my  flank.  The  transports  attended  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  as  a  magazine,  and  I  had  at  all  times,  and  every  day, 
a  short  and  easy  communication  with  them.  The  army,  therefore,  could 
never  be  distressed  for  provisions  or  stores,  however  limited  its  means  of 
land  transport;  and,  in  case  of  necessity,  it  might  have  embarked  at  any 
point  of  the  coast. 
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If  you  should  not  advance  according  to  this  or  any  other  plan,  T  have  no 
doubt  that  jou  can  maintain  Alicante  against  both  Suchet  and  the  King ; 
and  if  jon  should  effect  that  object,  and  keep  Carthagena,  I  hope  still  to 
derive  further  advantages  from  the  prosperous  state  of  the  campaign. 

I  think  it  proper  to  apprise  jou  that  I  have  applied  to  the  Sec.  of  State, 
to  annul  that  part  of  the  instructions  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  which 
directs  jou  to  quit  the  coast  in  the  second  week  in  September ;  and  you 
will  therefore  remain  either  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  or  in  the  adjacent 
islands,  till  you  shall  receive  further  orders  from  the  Sec.  of  State,  not* 
withstanding  the  instructions  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck. 

To  Don  Jqan  Martin  (Bl  Empecinado).  Madrid,  16th  Aug.  1812. 

I  congratulate  your  Excellency  -on  the  surrender  of  Guadalazara.  I 
cannot  agree  to  the  articles  4,  5,  6,  and  8  of  the  capitulation,  on  account 
of  the  reasons  expressed  in  Uie  accompanying  paper;  but  it  was  known 
that  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  were  concluded  under  a  supposition 
that  they  should  be  subject  to  my  opinion,  and  should  therefore  not  affect 
the  capitulation.     God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellwley,  K.B.  Madrid,  16th  Aug.  1812. 

I  enclose  my  dispatches,  which  will  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  affairs  here.  The  King  is  decidedly  off  to  Valencia ;  and  I  hope  now 
to  be  able  to  clear  out  Andalusia  by  a  direct  movement  on  that  kingdom 
before  the  year  closes.     However,  much  will  depend  upon  circumstances. 

I  have  ordered  Maitland  to  remain  on  the  eastern  coast,  notwithstanding 
Lord  W.  Bentinck's  instructions,  till  he  shall  receive  the  further  orders 
of  the  Sec.  of  State ;  and  I  have  desired  him  to  wait  for  them.  I  am 
going  to  write  to  Hill  to  tell  him  that  he  need  not  now  attend  to  me  in  any 
manner,  unless  Soult  should  move  through  La  Mancha  with  his  whole 
army  ;  and  to  desire  him  to  push  Drouet  hard ;  and  I  desire  Gen.  Cooke 
to  cross  the  S**  Petri,  if  the  French  army  of  the  blockade  is  not  much 
stronger  than  him ;  and  if  he  can  do  nothing  else,  he  must  proceed  regu- 
larly against  the  enemy's  works.  All  this  will  prevent  Soult  from  de- 
taching towards  Valencia,  unless  he  should  go  with  his  whole  army ;  and 
if  he  should,  my  object  is  gained. 

The  time  of  the  Spaniards  here  has  hitherto  been  spent  in  regocijos ; 
snd  never  did  I  see  such  joy  as  there  is  in  all  ranks.  We  shall  now, 
however,  proceed  to  business,  I  hope,  and  shall  think  of  raising  and  disci- 
plining troops,  and  of  finding  means  to  pay  and  support  them. 

I  have  not  heard  of  Castanos  since  the  2d.  He  was  then  at  Lugo, 
which  place  he  was  to  quit  on  the  4th.  His  presence,  as  being  the  Chief 
in  all  this  country,  is  much  wanted  here. 

Besides  the  events  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  dispatches,  Toledo  has 
been  evacuated,  and  Guadalaxara,  with  a  garrison  of  900  men,  has  sur- 
rendered upon  capitulation.  They  insist^  upon  surrendering  to  me; 
but  I  forced  them  to  surrender  to  the  Empecinado.  I  don't  mention 
these  events  in  this  dispatch,  as  the  first  depends  upon  a  guerrilla  report, 
which  is  not  always  true ;  and  I  don't  approve  of  some  of  the  articles  of 
my  conffkr^t  capitulation ;  and  I  have  sent  it  back  to  him. 

To  Col.  Malcolm.  Madrid,  l7th  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  July,  for  which  I  am  much 
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obliged  to  you,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  return  to  Eng- 
land.    Pray  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Malcolm. 

I  am  among  a  people  mad  with  joy  for  their  deliverance  from  their 
oppressors,  God  send  that  my  good  fortune  may  continue,  and  that  I 
may  be  the  instrument  of  securing  their  independence  and  happiness. 

I  am  concerned  for  Campbell,  but  he  must  go  to  the  Isle  of  France,  or 
he  will  be  laid  upon  the  shelf.     I  know  these  things  better  than  he  does. 

P.S.  There  is  one  of  the  family,  called  Jera,  as  well  as  I  could  make 
it  out  (besides  wife  and  children  and  Arab  horse),  with  whom  I  am  in  no 
manner  acquainted. 

To  Major  Gen.  Walker.  Madrid,  I8tfa  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  *lih ;  and  I  assure  you  that  I  should 
have  been  very  sorry  if  you  had  remained  at  Lisbon  one  moment  after  it 
was  in  your  power  to  quit  that  place,  to  obey  any  order  of  mine,  or  to 
conform  to  any  military  rule.  Your  case  is  beyond  all  rule,  and  I  should 
be  much  concerned  if  you  allowed  yourself  to  be  put  to  any  inconveni- 
ence by  considering  it  jin  any  other  light 

I  hope  that  you  will  soon  be  able  again  to  join  us. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Madrid,  I8th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  heard  that  the  government  have  appointed  Senor to 

be  Intendant  of  the  province  of  Salamanca,  instead  of  Senor  Mexia,  in 
whose  favor  I  have  applied.  I  applied  for  Mexia  only  because  he  had 
rendered  important  services;  and  I  must  add,  that  since  he  has  acted  as 
Intendant  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Castanos,  he  has  conducted  himself 
remarkably  well ;  and  has  been  of  material  service  to  the  army,  as  well 
British  as  Spanish. 

I  am  quite  certain,  that  the  existing  Spanish  government  have  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  any  thing  offensive  to  me;  but  if  I  did  not  feel  this,  certainly 
I  should  entertain  doubts  of  their  intention,  in  consequence  of  this  appoint- 

G.  O.  Madrid,  18th  Anf .  181 S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  baa  frequently  reaueited  that  rwolar  foiaging  }jartief 
might  be  lent  out  from  each  regiment  and  brigade,  ana  the  mode  if  clearly  pointed  out  in 
or&n,  in  which  the  receipt  for  forage  if  to  be  giren  to  the  owner,  whether  it  fhould  be  drj 
or  gieen,  thrafhed,  cut,  or  otherwife. 

2.  The  object  of  these  orders  is,  Isf  $  to  insure  regularitv,  and  that  tliere  shall  be  no 
waste:  2dly ;  to  render  it  certain  that  every  body  obtains  his  due  proportion  of  forage: 
and,  3d1y ;  to  insure  to  the  owners  the  value  of  what  is  taken  from  them. 

3.  Notwithstanding  the  rraeated  orders  given  on  this  subject,  and  that  they  are  so  easy 
of  execution,  the  time  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  occupied  in  receiving  complaints 
from  the  inhabitanti  of  all  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  every  station  of  the  troops, 
of  the  outrages  committed  to  obtain  forage,  and  of  their  total  ruin,  in  consequence  of  their' 
having  been  left  without  receipt,  or  any  evidence  that  their  property  had  been  lAken  ftwn 
them  on  account  of  the  public  service. 

4.  The  constant  disobedience  of  orders,  in  points  on  which  obedience  is  so  easy,  and 
obviously  fo  beneficial  to  all  ooooemed,  would  lead  to  a  belief  that  it  waf  intentional,  if 
the  loqg  acquaintance  ci  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  with  the  army  did  not  convince, 
him  that  it  is  the  eflect  of  the  inattention  to  and  inaccuracy  in  the  obedience  of  orders,  of 
which  the  officers  are  too  much  in  the  habit 

.  6.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  entreats  the  General  officers  to  attend  to  their  divisionr 
and  brigades,  and  to  see  that  the  orders  above  referred  to,  and  all  otihners,  are  strictly  obeyed, 
and  carried  into  execution  with  accuracy,  by  the  officers  and  troops  under  their  command : 
if  this  is  not  done,  they  may  depend  upon  it  that  the  army  cannot  pOTibrm  the  service  of 
which  it  would  ot^ierwise  b^  capable. 

6.  The  G^eneral  officers  commanding  the  Portuguese  troops  must  take  care  that  the 
orders  of  the  army  are  obeyed  by  them  as  well  as  by  others^ 
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ment.     Senor  — is  the  person  who  was  employed  by  the  Central 

Junta  to  attend  this  army.  He  is  not  only  the  most  useless  and  inefficient 
of  God's  creatures^  but  is  an  impediment  to  all  business ;  and  he  cannot 
speak  Oitie  word  of  truth.  After  knowing  the  truth  of  all  my  complaints 
of  those  ^ys,  and  as  he  assured  me  (and  I  believe  him),  reporting  them 
lo  his  employers,  he  suddenly  turned  round  when  the  Junta  sent  Senor 
*  *  *  *  with  a  sum  of  money  to  supply  our  wants  (which  sum  of  money 
Sefior  •  ♦  ♦  *  put  into  his  own  pocket),  and  he  swore  that  we  wanted 
nothing,  and  were  amply  supplied*  He  had  the  impudence  to  tell  me  so 
at  Truxillo;  and  after  I  had  forced  him  to  acknowledge  that  be  told  a 
fidsehood,  I  turned  him  out  of  the  room,  and  desired  that  I  might  never 
see  his  face  again.  Whether  die  government  appoint  him  or  not,  I  shall 
of  course  hold  no  communication  with  him ;  and  it  will  remain  for  the 
government  to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  that  such  a  man  should  be 
appointed  to  a  situation  in  which  he  can  have  any  thing  to  say  to  this  army. 
I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  apply 
to  the  government  to  appoint  Don  Alezo  Guillen,  of  Salamanca,  to  be  a 
Canon  of  the  Cathedral  of  Santiago,  in  Galicia.  He  is  more  intelligent, 
and  has  rendered  more  service  to  the  cause,  than  any  man  in  Spain ;  and  I 
earnestly  entteat  that  he  may  receive  this  appointment 

To  Etfl  Bathont  Madrid,  18Ui  Aug.  l«l!L 

Considering  it  desirable  that  a  brigade  of  heavy  artillery,  24  pounders, 
and  a  brigade  of  9  pounders,  should  be  in  reserve  with  this  army,  I  enclose 
estimates  of  the  carriages,  horses,  &c.,  which  will  be  required  to  be  added 
to  the  ordnance  establishments  which  we  have  at  present. 

The  9  pounders  are  already  at  Lisbon ;  but  I  request  your  Lordship  to 
give  directions  that  the  24  pounders,  horses,  &c.,  required  for  the  whole 
equipment,  may  be  sent  to  Lisbon  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient;  and  that 
we  ^ould  have  an  additional  company  of  artillery. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Madrid,  IStfa  Aug.  1812. 

The  King  retired  from  Ocana  on  the  16th  inst,  and  his  army  are  in 
march  towards  Valencia.  The  enemy  have  abandoned  Toledo,  which  has 
been  taken  possession  of  by  a  party  of  the  guerrillas  of  £1  Medico. 

In  consequence  of  the  King^s  retreating,  and  in  order  to  get  the  troopt 
under  shelter  from  the  sun  during  this  month,  I  have  moved  the  whole  to 
Uie  Escurial,  with  the  exception  of  the  Light  and  3d  divisions  of  infantry, 
and  Gen.  Alton's  brigade  of  cavalry,  which  will  continue  at  Madrid. 
Since  the  capture  of  the  Retiro,  the  garrison  of  Guadalaxara,  consisting 
of  700  men,  has  surrendered  to  the  Empecinado  by  capitulation,  on  nearly 
the  same  terms  as  those  which  I  granted  to  the  garrison  of  the  Retiro. 

By  reports  from  Major  Gen.  Clinton,  I  learn  drnt  a  part  of  the  remains 
of  the  *Arm^  de  PmfugaV  had  moved  forward  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Burgos,  and  some  of  their  detachments  were  understood  to  be  in  Valla- 
dolid  OB  the  14th  inst..  Gen.  Santocildes  having  withdrawn  the  troops  of 
the  Itrmy  of  Galicia,  which  occupied  that  town.  Some  of  their  detach- 
i»^nts  were  likewise  on  the  right  of  the  Pisuerga.  I  think  it  probable 
that  Uiey  have  made  this  movement  in  order  to  drive  back  the  Galician 
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troops  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Polios  and  Herreros,  that  they  may 
communicate  with,  and  probably  carry  off,  the  garrisons  of  Zamora  and 
Toro.  It  is  not  impossible,  likewise,  that  they  may  attempt  to  relieve 
Astorga,  and  to  withdraw  that  garrison.  I  had  expected  Uiey  would  make 
this  movement  as  soon  as  they  should  get  them  together,  when  I  undertook 
the  march  upon  Madrid ;  and  I  suggested  to  Gen.  Santocildes  that  he 
should  fall  back  in  time  upon  the  Esla,  if  he  did  not  consider  himself 
sufficiently  strong  to  oppose  the  enemy  vigorously.  As  the  allied  British 
and  Portuguese  army  would  be  obliged  to  attack  Toro  and  Zamora,  in 
ca3e  the  enemy  should  not  withdraw  from  these  places,  and  possibly  even 
Astorga,  adverting  to  the  slow  progress  whidi  has  been  made  in  the  siege 
of  that  place  by  the  Galician  army,  I  don't  consider  it  a  misfortune  that 
the  enemy  should  withdraw  the  garrisons ;  as  we  shall  be  saved  a  long 
march  at  an  unfavorable  season,  and  an  operation  which  will  take  time, 
and  in  which  we  must  expect  to  incur  some  loss.  I  have  ordered  Major 
Gen.  Clinton  from  Cuellar  to  Olmedo. 

By  accounts  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  of  the  12th,  it  appears  that 
Gen.  Drouet  had  drawn  in  his  right  from  La  Guareim ;  but  he  still  held 
Homachos. 

By  accounts  from  Cadiz  to  the  6th  inst,  it  appears  that  Gen.  Villatte 
had  returned  to  the  blockade.  Gen.  Ballesteros  had  taken  300  prisoners 
at  Osuna ;  and  by  the  reports  of  the  position  of  the  troops,  it  appears  that 
the  road  to  Gibraltar  is  again  open  to  him. 

[n  consequence  of  the  retreat  of  the  King  into  Valencia,  and  the  cer- 
tainty that  it  is  not  intended  to  join  the  troops  under  Drouet  to  the  army 
of  the  Centre,  and  of  the  landing  of  the  troops  under  Gen.  Maitland  at 
Alicante,  I  have  again  released  the  troops  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill 
from  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  movements  of  this  army ;  and  have 
directed  the  General  to  move  with  activity  upon  Drouet,  to  drive  him 
entirely  out  of  Estremadura,  if  his  force  should  be  sufficient;  and  to 
threaten  to  enter  Andalusia. 

I  have  likewise  directed  Major  Gen.  Cooke  to  consider  of  a  plan  for 
attacking  the  works  of  the  blockading  army  before  Cadiz,  either  by  assault, 
or  more  regular  approach,  if  it  should  be  necessary ;  and  to  carry  that  plan 
into  execution,  if  he  should  consider  his  force  sufficiently  strong  to  be 
able  to  quit  the  protection  of  his  works  on  the  Isla  at  all.  By  these  mea- 
sures, aided  by  the  operations  of  Gen.  Ballesteros,  we  shall  at  least  harass 
the  enemy  in  Andalusia,  and  we  shall  prevent  him  from  detaching  to  otber 
quarters;  and  we  may  induce  him  to  withdraw  entirely,  without  the 
necessity  of  collecting  in  Andalusia  a  larger  force. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Madrid,  18th  Aug.  1813. 

In  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  lately  taken  pkce  on  the 
subject  of  providing  supplies  of  ammunition  for  Cadis,  I  beg  leave  to 
transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  informiUion,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Major  Gen.  Cooke,  stating  the  quantity  of  ammunition  which  has  lately 
been  expended  at  Cadiz,  in  his  opinion,  without  adequate  object ;  and  the 
remonstrances  he  has  made  on  the  subject  to  the  Spanish  anthoritiet 
through  His  Majesty's  Ambassador. 
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T»  Bttl  BAthunt.  Madrid,  18th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  July,  in  which  you  have  enclosed 
ftatements  of  die  bills  drawn  on  the  Treasury  from  this  country  b^etween 
the  1st  Jan.  and  the  4th  July,  upon  whidi  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  they 
afford  no  evidence  of  the  quantity  of  specie  which  has  gone  through  the 
military  chest  in  that  period. 

The  Commissary  Gen.  is  very  unwell ;  but  I  hope  by  the  next  post  to 
let  yo«  InMv  the  eiact  amovnt  whidi  we  have  received  in  money. 

The  whole  sum  of  £410,000,  drawn  by  Commissary  O'Meara,  is  for  pro- 
▼isions  and  supplies  for  the  troops  at  Cadiz ;  and  the  sum  of  £386,000, 
drawn  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  at  Oporto,  is  for  the  same.  The  whole  of  the 
drafb  of  Mr.  Duff  is  for  money,  more  than  half  of  which  is  spent  at  Cadiz, 
Ac. ;  Mr.  Pipon's  drafts  are  generally  for  supplies  of  ^nrovisions  purchased 
from  the  Americans,  &c.,  and  a  very  small  proportion  for  money ;  but  you 
shall  know  exactly  how  this  matter  stands. 

In  the  mean  time,  whatever  may  be  the  sums  for  which  we  have  drawn, 
we  are  in  the  greatest  distress,  which  is  certainly  at  present  occasioned  in 
seme  d^ree  by  our  distance  from  Lisbon,  and  the  difficulty  of  carrying 
tlie  money  to  the  army.  I  have  been  able  to  pay  the  troops  only  half 
^  their  pay  for  the  month  of  April,  the  Staff  only  for  February ;  and  I  did 
that  by  applying  to  our  own  service  the  money  sent  by  my  brother  for 
8pamA  services. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  thai  I  have  reports  that  the  sick  and  wounded  officers 
at  Salamanca  have  been  obliged  to  sell  their  clothes  to  get  money. 

The  want  of  money  in  the  army  is  become  a  most  serious  evil ;  and  we 
may  trace  to  thii  want  many  of  the  acts  of  plunder  and  indiscipline  by 
which  we  are  disgraced  every  day.  We  must  be  regularly  supplied,  or  we 
eumot  go  on. 

More  has  been  done  by  government  lately  than  had  been  done  for  many 
mon^  I  may  almost  say  years,  before ;  but  I  think  that  government 
have  been  wrong  in  employing  the  Bank  to  make  dieir  purchase  of  bullion 
to  supply  this  army.  My  opmion  has  invariably  been,  that  if  a  small  sum, 
even  £100,000,  were  sent  out  every  month,  it  would  enable  us  to  manage 
the  exchanges,  and  to  obtain  our  money  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I  can  never 
bdieve  tiiat  inconvenience  would  be  felt  in  England  by  the  export  in  coin 
of  £100,000  every  month ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  government  go  to  the  Bank 
to  procure  the  coin,  instead  of  employing  their  agents  to  purchase  it  as  the 
deders  in  coin  do;  and  the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  having  upon  their 
shoulders  the  supply  of  the  coin  for  the  interior  circulation,  as  well  as  the 
supply  of  the  wants  of  government  for  the  service  abroad,  act  like  all  other 
men;  they  supply  that  demand  which  is  made  with  most  noise  and 
clamour,  and  our  distant  whispers  are  unattended  to.  Thus,  when  the 
€3iina  fleet  arrived  lately  with  a  sum  of  money,  the  Bank  took  the  whole 
that  I  believe  appeared  on  the  manifest  for  the  interior  circulation,  and  did 
not  give  us  even  a  shilling ;  and  we  get  the  gleanings. 

I  am  quite  convinced  that  if  government  were  to  employ  an  agent  to 
purchase  £100,000  every  month,  the  circulation  in  England  would  not  feel 
the  drain,  and  we  should  be  very  much  relieved,  and  the  exchanges  would 
be  much  improved.     We  must,  however,  prevent  Lord  W.  Bentinck  from 
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coming  to  Gibraltar  and  carrying  off  four  millions  of  dollars  at  6s.  Sd,  each, 
while  we  give  from  bs,  4d,  to  bs,  Sd. 

You  will  see  how  we  stand  hj  the  report  in  mj  dispatch.  I  think  that 
the  French  mean  to  carry  off  the  garrisons  from  Zamora  and  Toro,  which 
I  hope  they  will  effect,  as  otherwise  I  must  go  and  take  them.  If  I  don't, 
nobody  else  will,  as  is  obvious  from  what  has  been  passing  for  the  last  2 
montlis  at  Astorga.  My  wish  is  now  to  canton  the  army  for  2  or  3  weeks, 
till  the  rains  in  September,  and  then  to  march  into  Andalusia  with  part  of 
it,  and  Hill's  corps,  so  as  to  be  certain  that  Soult  will  go  out. 

Any  other  but  a  modem  French  army  would  now  leave  the  province,  as 
they  have  absolutely  no  communication  of  any  kind  with  France,  or  with 
imy  other  French  army ;  and  they  are  pressed  on  all  sides  by  troops  not  to 
be  despised,  and  they  can  evidently  do  nothing.  But  I  suspect  that  Soult 
will  not  stir  till  I  force  him  out  by  a  direct  movement  upon  him ;  and  I 
think  of  making  that  movement  as  soon  as  I  can  take  the  troops  to  the 
south  without  incurring  the  risk  of  injuring  their  health.  In  the  mean 
time  I  must  have  possession  of  the  whole  course  of  the  Duero,  and  I  may 
then  venture  to  leave  in  this  part  of  the  country  a  large  detachment  of  our 
army,  and  the  Gralician  army,  which  I  hope  I  shall  get  Beresford  to  com- 
mand. I  am  not  so  certain  of  this,  however,  as  he  is  still  confined  by 
his  wound. 

I  don't  expect  much  from  the  exertions  of  the  Spaniards,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  we  have  done  for  them.  They  cry  viva^  and  are  very  fond  of 
us,  and  hate  the  French ;  but  they  are,  in  general,  the  most  incapable  of 
useful  exertion  of  all  the  nations  that  I  have  known ;  the  most  vain,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  ignorant,  particularly  of  military  affairs,  and 
above  all  of  military  affiirs  in  their  own  country.  I  can  do  nothing  till 
Gren.  Castanos  shall  arrive,  and  I  don't  know  where  he  is.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  utmost  we  can  hope  for  is,  to  teach  them  how  to  avoid  being  beat.  If 
we  can  effect  that  object,  I  hope  we  might  do  the  rest  My  opinion  is, 
that  the  government  and  Cortes  should  come  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  or  the 
frontiers  of  Galicia,  which  I  think  of  proposing  to  them ;  but  I  must  wait 
till  I  see  Castanos. 

To  Bliyor  G«ii.  Cooke.  Madrid,  SOth  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th ;  and  although  I  approve  of  the 
expedition  to  Huelva,  I  am  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  operation 
wMdi  I  recommended  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  would,  upon 
the  whole,  answer  the  best  effect. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  of  your  force,  and  that  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  Isla^ 
i  should  imagine  that  you  would  be  able  to  operate  upon  the  enemy's  works 
for  the  blockade  with  ]0;000  men,  still  keeping  a  sufficient  body  opposite 
the  Trocadero,  and  on  your  own  left  towards  La  Carraca.  If  I  should  be 
correct  in  this  conjecture,  you  will  have  enough  for  your  object,  and  the 
enemy  will  soon  be  forced  to  adopt  some  decided  line  respecting  the 
blockade,  and  possibly  regarding  their  position  in  Andalusia. 

You  must  operate  with  heavy  artillery,  however,  at  once,  if  you  cannot 
carry  the  enemy's  works  by  assault,  or  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  you 
will  effect  nothing  that  b  important,  even  in  the  way  of  diversion. 
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To  Karl  Balfaunt;  Madrid,  30th  Aug.  181X 

I  enclose  a  letter  and  its  enclosures  from  Sir  H,  Wellesley,  by  which  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  Cortes  and  government  of  Spain  have  been 
pleased  to  confer  upon  me  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece.* 

I  beg  your  Lordship  to  lay  these  papers  before  H.R.H.  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, and  to  request  his  permission  that  I  may  accept  the  honor  which  the 
government  and  Cortes  of  Spain  have  conferred  upon  me. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Bfadrid,  SOtfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  in  which 
you  have  enclosed  the  translation  of  one  from  the  Minister  of  Grace  and 
Justice,  and  a  letter  from  the  same  Minister  to  myself,  in  which  he  has 
informed  me  that  the  Cortes  had,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Regency, 
done  me  the  honor  to  confer  upon  me  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 

I  beg  that  you  will  request  the  Minister  of  Grace  and  Justice  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  returning  to  the  Regency  and  the  Cortes  my  thanks 
for  the  fiivor  with  which  they  have  viewed  my  services,  and  for  the  honor 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me. 

I  have  made  application  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince  Regent  for  permission 
to  accept  this  honorable  mark  of  distinction,  and  of  the  favors  of  the 
Cortes  and  government  of  Spain. 

Tim  A.G,  to  Offictn  commamiing  ai  hoqtiiai  tloHona,  30th  Aiig.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  in  future  whenever  any  party  of  men  are 
marched  from  your  station  to  join  the  army,  you  will  report  it  by  letter  to 
this  office,  mentioning  the  number  and  the  officer's  name  in  command  of  the 
party.  I  have  also  to  request  that  vou  will  direct  the  officers  in  command  of 
detachments  to  inform  the  Adj.  Gen.  m>m  time  to  time  of  the  state  of  their  parties 
and  progress  on  the  march,  agreeably  to  the  G.O.  of  the  13th  June,  1809,  No.  5. 
Whenever  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  men  (40  or  upwards)  fit  to  join  the 
irmy,  you  will  receive  an  order  from  the  Adj.  Gen.  for  their  march,  agreeably  to 
the  G.  O.  of  the  13th  June,  1809,  No.  1 ;  but  they  must  not  move  without  this 
drder.    The  receipt  of  this  letter  is  to  be  acknowledged. 

to  the  Ht  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wellceley,  K.B.  Madrid,  23d  Aug.  181Z 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  18th  respecting  the  appointment  of  Seiior 

to  be  Intendant  of  Salamanca,  I  find  that  official  notification  of  that 

gentleman's  appointment  has  been  received,  which,  however,  I  hope  will 

be  cancelled  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  received  my  letter.     Alava  and 

•  See  Appendix,  Vol.  V.,  No.  XXIII. 

G.  O.  Madrid,  3Sd  Aog .  ISU. 

1.  PraDoh  money  being  in  circulation  in  this  part  nX  the  country,  it  is  to  be  received  and 
iMued  by  the  departments  of  the  armv  at  the  following  rates,  in  comparison  with  Spanish 
dollars  and  naki  vtlhmttf  it  being  obsenred  that  ihe  Spanish  dollar  is  worth  4«.  6d.  Eng- 
lish, or  800  Portuguese  rnt^  and  ttmX  every  r^  vMm  U  worth  40  Ptvtuguese  rrM,  or  % 
mmttwu. 

The  piece  of  silver  called  Ifirane,  siZrealei2i  marav^dU  (there  are  34  moravtdit  in  a 
rtal,  and  680  in  a  Spanish  dollar);  the  piece  of  2frane$,  at  7  rmk»  16  wutravmiit:  the 
napoleon  of  6franc9y  at  18  rmkt  34  mttrav0tU§  ;  the  napoleon  of  30 /rones,  at  75  rmlet ;  the 
piece  of  15  sons,  at  %  rmkt  36  marwmiiti  the  piece  of  1  Hvrt  10  toia,  at  5  rwkt  18 
maravtdU;  the  ]neoe  of  3  livrwf,  at  11  rtalm  %  maravedu;  the  kmU  of  34  AVm,  at  88  reakt 

The  Commander  of  fiie  Forces  requests  that  the  several  divisions  €f  infimtry  may  be 
inarched  the  distance  of  between  6  and  8  miles  every  third  morning  at  dawn  of  day ;  and 
that  the  re^meuts  may  be  exercised  in  some  of  the  mancBuvres  ordered  for  the  troops,  every 
day  on  which  they  are  not  marched  as  above  ordered. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«^  SPAIN. 

O'Lawlor  (particularly  the  latter)  know  the  reason  which  I  have  to  com- 
plain of  this  person,  and  hoth  have  made  representations  against  the 
appointment 

So  much  depends  upon  the  regular  supply  of  our  armies,  that  I  hope  the 
Spanish  government  will  take  care  to  avoid  making  themselves  so  far 
responsible  for  this  important  object,  as  to  dismiss  from  the  office  of 
Intendant  of  Castille  a  man  vrho  has  hitherto  given  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  to  place  in  it  one  entirely  inefficient,  one  who  before  was  a  very 
efficient  cause  of  our  withdrawing  from  the  Spanish  territory,  and  whom 
I  was  obliged  to  turn  out  of  my  house. 

I  don't  at  all  like  the  way  in  which  we  are  going  on,  particularly  in 
relation  to  appointments  to  offices  and  great  situations,  in  which  branch  of 
the  government  alone  it  is,  I  am  afraid,  in  the  power  of  the  existing 
Regency  to  do  much  good. 

They  have  sent  an  inefficient  person,  a ,  to  command  in  Estre- 

madura,  displacing  Monsalud,  with  whom  we  have  all  hitherto  gone  on 

well.     Another  equally  inefficient,  and  without  character.  Gen. ,  has 

been  sent  to  supersede  Don  Carlos  in  Old  Castille ;  and  I  learn  that  they 
have  appointed  a  Gen. to  command  in  New  Castille,  in  which  situa- 
tion is  included  that  of  Governor  of  Madrid,  which  is  at  present  by  far 

G.  O.  Bfadrid,  23d  Aug.  1819. 

The  Commander  of,  the  Forces  requests  t&at  ovders  may  be  given  to  the  commanding 
officen  of  reriments,  to  the  offioen  under  their  command,  the  bit  meu,  muleteers,  &c.  &c. 
attached  to  the  seveml  regiments,  to  prevent  them  fVom  riding  on  the  public  walks.  There 
are  roads  for  hones  and  carriages,  which  must  be  used ;  and  horses  and  carriages  must  not 
be  allowed  to  go  on  the  walks  intended  for  those  on  foot. 

A.  6.  O.  Madrid,  SSd  Aug.  ISlt. 

The  following  regulations  relative  to  die  issue  of  b&t  and  forage  mone j,  published  in  the 
G.  O.  of  1st  Sept  1899,  are  now  republished  for  general  information : 

No.  3.  Regimental  officers  having  brevet  rank  to  receive  the  proportion  allotted  to  that 
rauk,  and  not  aocordinc  to  their  regimental  commissions. 

No.  4.  An  officer  holding  2  commisstoos,  or  %  employments  of  any  kind,  to  receive  for 
1  only. 

No.  6.  To  enable  them  to  equip  themselves  for  field  service^  all  officers  (staffer  regi- 
mental^ ordered  for  the  first  time  to  join  an  army  on  foreign  service,  if  they  embark  during 
the  period  on  which  200  days*  b&t,  baggage,  and  forage  money  was  issued  to  the  troops  on 
that  service^  to  be  permitted  to  receive  that  allowance,  whatever  the  period  of  their  arrival 
may  be :  in  like  manner  if  they  embarked  during  the  period  of  the  issue  of  165  days*  forage 
money,  to  be  permitted  to  receive  that  allowance,  unless,  however,  they  shall  have  received 
at  any  time  previous  to  their  embarking,  or  are  to  receive^  any  outfit  money,  or  sums  by 
any  other  name  or  denomination,  on  the  above  account ;  in  which  case  such  sums  are  to 
be  deducted :  but  oflkers  (either  staff  or  regimental)  being  absent  on  leave  on  account  of 
ill  health  or  private  afiairs,  on  their  returning  to  their  duty,  are  not  to  receive  bftt,  baggage, 
and  forage  money,  unless  they  shall  produce  proper  certificates  that  they  have  embarked 
not  later  than  61  days  after  the  period  when  such  allowance  oommenees^  and  it  shall 
appear  to  the  officer  commanding  that  they  have  used  due  diligence  in  repairing  to  their  duty. 

6.  In  b4t  and  forage  allowance  given  to  each  company,  the  bftt  money  and  2  rations  ot 
forage  being  allowed  for  the  service  of  the  company,  the  officer  actually  commanding  the 
company  is  to  receive  it,  in  the  first  instance;  and  any  officer  taking  the  command  during 
the  period  of  the  issue,  is  entitled  to  receive  fttmi  him  a  due  proportion  of  that  money  for 
the  remainder  of  the  period :  this  regulation  also  applies  to  the  b&t  money,  and  2  rations  of 
forage,  issued  to  the  paymasters  and  surgeons. 

7.  Officers  who  may  obtain  promotion,  or  may  be  appointed  to  staff  situations,  provided  it 
is  notified  in  orders  to  tiie  army  to  which  they  belong,  before  half  the  period  for  which  bftt 
and  forage  money  has  been  issued  expires,  to  be  eutitied  to  receive  the  difference  between 
the  sums  paid  to  them  in  their  former  rank,  and  the  rank  or  situation  to  which  they  are 
promoted  or  appointed  in  staff  situations,  but  they  are  not  to  receive  any  difference  of  MU 
or  forage  money,  if  their  promotions  or  appointments  are  notified  suhsequent  to  half  tfa# 
period  for  which  b&t  and  forage  money  has  been  issued. 
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the  most  important  poet  in  the  country,  with  duties  to  be  perfonned  which 
require  activity  and  intelligence ;  and  yet  the  person  selected  to  fill  this 
office  is,  I  understand,  an  idiot,  of  between  10  and  80  years  of  age.  I  assure 
you  that  I  don't  at  all  like  the  way  in  which  we  are  going  on,  and  persons 
here  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  neglect  of  them  by  the  goyemment. 

A  month  has  now  elapsed  since  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  and  I  have  not 
even  heard  of  Gen.  Castanoe. 

Excepting  in  this  town,  where  there  was  no  regular  authori^  when  I 
entered  it,  and  when  I  forced  them  to  proclaim  the  constitution,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  elections  immediately,  these  ceremonies  have  been,  as  usual, 
unaccountably  delayed ;  and  at  Valladolid,  Santocildes  contrived  to  delay 
them  till  the  French  came  in,  and  there  the  constitution  has  never  been 
proclaimed  at  all,  and  the  town  is  still  governed  by  the  French  authorities. 

I  am  afraid  also  that,  owing  to  the  usual  delays,  the  French  found  there 
their  artillery  and  stores,  and,  what  is  particularly  to  be  lamented,  their 
muskets,  of  which  they  were  much  in  want,  as,  even  of  those  who  were 
not  wounded  in  the  battle,  the  greater  number  threw  away  their  arms 
afterwards,  or  during  the  retreat 

What  can  be  done  for  this  lost  nation  ?  As  for  raising  men  or  supplies, 
or  taking  any  one  measure  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war,  that  is  out 
of  the  question.  Indeed,  there  is  nobody  to  excite  them  to  exertion,  or 
to  take  advantage  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people,  or  of  their  enmity 
against  the  French.  Even  the  guerrillas  are  getting  quietly  into  the 
large  towns,  and  amusing  themselves,  or  collecting  plunder  of  a  better 
and  more  valuable  description ;  and  nobody  looks  forward  to  the  exertions 
to  be  made,  whether  to  improve  or  to  secure  our  advantage. 

This  is  a  faithful  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs ;  and  though  I  still  hope 
to  be  able  to  maintain  our  position  in  Castille,  and  even  to  improve  our 
advantages,  I  shudder  when  I  reflect  upon  the  enormity  of  the  task  which 
I  have  undertaken,  with  inadequate  powers  myself  to  do  any  thing,  and 
ifithout  assistance  of  any  kind  from  the  Spaniards,  or  I  may  say,  from  any 
individual  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  H.  Douglas  of  the  18th,  and  the 
copy  of  intelligence  from  Salamanca  of  the  20th,  which  will  show  you 
how  Spanish  military  aflairs  are  going  on* 

I  hope  the  French  will  carry  off  the  garrisons  of  Zaroora  and  Astorga, 
as  well  as  that  of  Toro.  Any  thing  is  better  than  that  I  should  have  to 
attack  and  carry  those  places ;  but  I  am  repairing  my  heavy  train  for  that 
object,  and  my  troops  are  in  march  in  that  direction ;  and  I  must  go  if 
the  French  should  maintain  their  garrisons.  But  whether  I  go,  or  the 
French  should  withdraw  these  garrisons,  what  will  the  world  say  ?  What 
will  the  Spanish  nation  in  particular  say  of  the  Spanish  officers  and  army 
upon  such  occurrences  as  the  failure  to  take  such  a  place  as  Astorga,  after 
nearly  3  months'  siege,  and  of  allowing  the  garrison  of  Zamora  to  be 
relieved  and  carried  off  by  a  defeated  army  ?  At  the  same  time  I  am  so 
well  aware  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Spanish  officers  and  troops  when 
alone,  that  I  recommended  the  measures  which  will  enable  the  enemy  to 
relieve  2^amora :  that  is,  foreseeing  that  the  French  would  endeavor  to 
relieve  or  carry  off  the  garrison  of  Astorga  as  soon  as  they  should  hear 
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that  I  had  marched  towards  Madrid,  I  recommended  that  Santocildef 
should  take  care  to  he  6r8t  upon  the  £sla  ;  hut  if  I  had  conceived  8000 
Spanish  to  he  equal  to  4000  men  of  knj  other  nation,  I  should  have 
recommended  him  to  maintain  the  hlockade  of  Zamora,  and  to  cover  the 
siege  of  Astorga. 

Pray  request  Gen.  O'Donell  to  peruse  the  account  of  the  transactions 
at  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  given  hy  Sir  H.  Douglas. 
Can  any  army  carry  on  operations  against  the  French  under  such  circum- 
stances ?     I  have  a  great  regard  for  Gen. ;  hut  I  should  like  to  know 

what  military  part  he  plays  in  this  drama.  If  he  is  a  Commander  in 
Chief,  why  does  he  not  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ?  The  army 
of  Galicia  is  the  only  one  in  Spain,  and  the  8000  men  under  Santocildes 
the  active  part  of  that  army.  Why  is  not  the  Commander  in' Chief  with  that 
part  ?  These  are  questions  which  must  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind ; 
hut  there  is  no  inquiry  in  Spain  on  suhjects  of  this  description. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  all  this  will  turn  out  hut  ill  for  the  Spanish 
cause.  If,  for  any  cause,  I  should  he  overpowered,  or  should  he  ohliged 
to  retire,  what  will  the  world  say  ?  What  will  the  people  of  England 
say  ?  What  will  those  in  Spain  say  ?  That  we  had  made  a  great  effort, 
attended  hy  some  glorious  circumstances;  and  that  from  Jan.  1812,  we 
had  gained  more  advantages  for  the  cause,  and  had  acquired  more  extent 
of  territory  hy  our  operations,  than  had  ever  been  gained  by  any  army  in 
the  same  period  of  time,  against  so  powerful  an  enemy ;  but  thait,  being 
unaided  by  the  Spanish  officers  and  troops,  not  from  disinclinatioii^  but 
from  inability  on  account  of  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  formw,  and  the 
want  of  discipline  of  the  latter,  and  from  the  inefficiency  of  all  the  persona 
selected  by  the  government  for  great  employment,  we  were  at  last  over- 
powered, and  compelled  to  withdraw  within  our  own  frontier. 

What  will  be  Lord  Castlereagh's  reply  to  the  next  proposition  for  peace  ? 
Not  that  we  will  not  treat  if  the  government  of  Joseph  is  to  be  the  gua-> 
ranteed  government,  but  he  will  be  too  happy  to  avail  himsdf  of  any^ 
opportunity  of  withdrawing  with  honor  from  a  contest  in  which  it  will  be 
manifest  that,  owing  to  the  inability  of  those  employed  to  carry  it  on  on 
the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  there  is  no  prospect  of  military  success.  Thu» 
this  great  cause  will  be  lost,  and  this  nation  will  be  enslaved  for  the  want 
of  men  at  their  head  capable  of  conducting  them. 

Pray  represent  these  matters  to  the  government  and  the  leading  men  in. 
the  Cortes,  and  draw  their  attention  seriously  to  the  situation  of  their  affidrs.. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Gen.  MaiUand  of  the  llth.  He  was  at  Monforte,. 
Roche  at  Alcoy,  O'Donell  at  Yecla;  and  Suchet  at  San  Felipe^  it  is  sup- 
posed about  to  cross  the  Jucar.  MaiUand  says  that  Soult  is  certainly 
about  to  retire,  and  he  says  through  Valencia.  I  don't  know  how  he  haa 
discovered  either  one  or  the  other  fact.  I  have  later  intelligence  from 
Andalusia,  and  I  don't  believe  Soult  will  retire  till.  I  go  diere. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  King  for  2  or  3  days.  He  was  near  Belmontet 
when  I  heard  last. 

To  Hit  RzcelleDcy  C.  Stuart.  Madrid,  33d  Aug.  181!!. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th,  enclosing  one  from  Don  £.  de 
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Bardaxi,  in  regard  to  rations  from  the  British  Commissariat,  for  ofScera  in 
the  Spanish  service  who  maj  Und  at  Lisbon,  and  have  occasion  to  trayel 
tiiroagh  Portugal  in  the  service  of  government,  or  on  their  private  affairs. 
I  x^oncur  in  thinking  that  some  measure  should  be  adopted  to  supply  these 
officers  with  provisions,  but  I  see  no  necessity  why  they  should  be  so 
supplied  by  the  British  Commissariat,  and  I  am  glad  that  you  declined 
interfering. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Pipon  has  misunderstood  the  orders  which  have 
been  given  on  this  subject.  I  don't  allow  any  officer  or  soldier  in  the 
Spanish  service  to  receive  rations  from  the  British  Commissariat,  who  is 
not  travelling  through  Portugal  by  a  route  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  army, 
er  one  from  the  A»  Q.  M.  G.  with  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill.  When  Gen. 
Castanos,  or  any  other  officer,  wishes  to  send  an  officer  or  detachment 
through  Portugal,  application  is  made  to  one  of  these  authorities  for  a 
route,  and  in  that  route  is  specified  where  provisions  are  to  be  received. 

I  can't  allow  any  person,  excepting  the  authorities  above  mentioned,  to 
give  these  routes;  and,  therefore,  when  any  Spanish  officer  or  detachment 
may  land  in  Portugal,  and  may  have  occasion  to  march  through  the  coun- 
try, receiving  provisions  from  the  British  Commissariat,  application  for  a 
route  must  be  made  here. 

To  LiMit  Geo.  F.  Maitlsod.  Madrid,  34th  Aug.  1812. 

I  received  yesterdays  your  letter  of  the  llth. 

According  to  the  last  accounts  which  I  have  of  the  King's  force,  his 
rear  guard  had  gone  to  La  Roda  on  the  19tL 

By  the  accounts  of  the  17th,  which  I  have  from  Estremadura,  it  would 
^pear  that  Soult  was  about  to  make  a  general  movement  in  Andalusia,, 
but  in  what  direction  it  is  difficult  to  judge.  I  shoidd  imagine,  however,, 
in  the  direction  of  Granada  and  Murda. 

I  don't  know  what  garrison  has  been  left  in  Carthagena  besides  the 
detachment  of  His  Majesty's  troops  in  the  castles  of  Las  Galeras  and 
Atalaya ;  I  should  hope,  a  sufficient  body  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
getting  possession  of  that  post  by  a  catq)  de  main^  on  his  passage  through 
the  kingdom  of  Murda. 

As  the  allied  forces  in  Valencia  and  Murcia  will  necessarily  be  thrown 
upon  the  defensive  for  a  moment,  while  the  enemy  will  be  in  strength,  in. 
those  parts,  and  as  I  conclude  that  the  greater  part  of  those  forces  will  be 
collected  in  Alicante,  it  would  be  derirable  to  strengthen  our  posts  at 
Carthagena.  during  the  same  crisis,  which  I  hope  wilhbe  only  momentary.. 

To  Ead  Baihunt  Madrid,  24di  Aug.  181X 

I  have  been  going  on  for  more  than  three  years  upon  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  a  Commander  in  Chief,  that  ia  ^^10  per  diem^  liable  to  various 
deductions,  among  others  of  income  tax,  reducing  it  to  about  8  guineas ; 
but  it  will  be  necessary  that  government  should  now  either  give  me  an  ' 
additional  pay  under  the  head  of  table  money,  or  any  other  they  please, 
or  that  they  should  allow  me  to  charge  some  of  the  expenses,  such  as 
charities,  &c.,  which  I  am  obliged  to  incur,  in  the  existing  state  of  this 
country,  or  I  shall  be  ruined. 
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It  is  not  proper,  probablx,  to  advert  to  other  services,  but  I  l>elieYe 
there  is  no  service  in  which  a  Commander  in  Chief  with  such  a  charge  as 
I  have,  is  so  badly  paid  as  in  the  British  service.  Indeed,  as  feir  as  I  can 
learn,  there  is  no  instance  of  an  officer  holding  a  permanent  command  in 
the  British  service,  whose  receipts  have  been  confined  to  £10  per  diem, 
with  deductions.  They  all  receive  either  the  allowance  of  a  government, 
with  that  of  Commander  in  Chief,  or  an  allowance  of  some  other  descrip- 
tion ;  but  I  doubt  that  the  trouble  or  responsibility  or  the  expenses  of  any 
at  all  equal  mine.  However,  I  should  not  have  mentioned  the  subject, 
knowing  that  the  public  expect  in  these  days  to  be  well  served  at  the 
lowest  possible  rate  of  expense,  if  I  did  not  find  that  I  was  in  a  situation 
in  which  I  must  incur  expenses  which  I  can't  defray  without  doing  myself 
an  injury. 

Th§  A,Q.  to  Major  Qm.  Ptacoek^  Litbon.  24th  Aug.  1612. 

I  have  die  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  hospital  station  at  Oeiras  should  be 
broken  up.  The  invalids  and  convalescents  at  that  station  will  be  turned  over  to 
Belem  without  loss  of  time,  and  the  officers  composing  the  Stafi*  of  the  Oeiras 
dep6t  will  proceed  to  join  their  regiments,  where  their  services  are  much  required. 
The  Commander  of  the  Forces  lias  also  been  pleased  to  express  his  approbation  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  dep6t  at  Oeiras  nas  been  conducted  smce  its  esta- 
blishment 

To  Col.  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  Ksdrid,  36(fa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Dr.  M'Grigor,  containing  the 
names  of  the  medical  officers  of  this  army  who  are  absent  from  it,  to  whom 
it  is  desirable  that  orders  should  be  given  for  their  immediate  return  to 
their  duty ;  and  a  letter  from  the  same  gentleman,  with  a  requisition  of 
tiie  additional  assistance  he  considers  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the 
service  under  his  charge,  and  recommending  officers  to  be  promoted  to 
different  situations  in  that  department.  I  beg  you  to  submit  these  papers 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  desire  his  attention  to  the  remarks  which 
I  have  placed  on  Dr.  M'Grigor's  letter. 

To  Earl  BathuisU  Madrid,  Mk  Aug.  181). 

The  King  has  contmued  his  march  towards  Valencia,  and,  according  to 
the  last  accounts  which  I  have  received,  his  rear  guard  was  on  the  19th  at 
LaRoda. 

I  have  received  a  letter  of  the  17th  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Maitland,  who  had 
marched  from  Alicante,  and  was  at  Monforte ;  Gen.  Roche  was  at  Alcoy, 
from  whence  Suchet  had  retired  to  San  Felipe ;  and  it  was  supposed  he 
was  about  to  cross  the  Jucar.  Gen.  O'Dotiell  was  on  the  same  day  at 
Yecla,  in  Murcia. 

The  enemy's  troops  from  Valladolid  drove  in  Major  Gen.  Anson's 
piquets  at  Tudela  on  the  1 8th.  The  General,  however,  still  maintains 
them  on  the  left  of  the  Duero.  The  enemy  have  moved  a  body  of  troops 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Valladolid,  consistmg  of  about  6000  infisintry 
and  1200  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Foy,  which,  on  the  17th,  carried  off  the 
garrison  of  Toro.  They  then  were  joined  by  a  body  of  infimtry  of  the 
same  strength,  which  had  likewise  marched  from  the  Pisuerga  on  Rio  Seco, 
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tnd  the  whole  were,  on  the  20tb,  about  2  letgues  distant  from  Benarente ; 
the  Gilician  troops,  yrith  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  ipHiich  still  remained 
at  Benarente,  haying  marched  towards  Astorga.  The  enemy  had  left  the 
garrison  of  Zamora  still  blockaded  by  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  but  I  have 
reason  to  b^eve  they  will  relieve  and  probably  carry  off  that  garrison,  on 
tiieir  return  from  their  expedition  towards  Astoi^a. 

Your  Lorddiip  will  have  observed  from  my  last  dispatch,  that  I  had 
expected,  when  I  moved  towards  Madrid,  that  die  remains  of  the  ^Armee 
de  Porimgai*  would  make  the  movements  towards  the  Duero,  and  for  the 
relief  of  Zamora,  Toro,  and  Astorga,  which  they  have  made ;  and  I  sug- 
gested to  Gen.  Santocildes  that  he  should  be  certain  of  being  on  the  Esla 
before  the  enemy. 

My  motive  for  this  suggestion  was  the  apprehension  that  the  detach- 
ment of  the  army  of  Galicia,  or  the  whole  army  of  Galicia  engaged  singly 
with  the  enemy,  would  be  defeated,  even  by  the  remains  of  the  ^Arm^  de 
Portugal;*  and  I  considered  it  of  little  importance  that  the  enemy  should 
relieve  and  carry  off  these  garrisons,  which  it  was  obvious  must  be  attacked 
by  the  allied  troops  under  my  command,  at  great  inconvenience  and  some 
loss  if  we  hoped  to  succeed.  But  it  is  not  very  encouraging  to  find  that 
the  best  army  in  Spain,  that  of  Galicia,  cannot  take  such  a  place  as  Astorga 
after  a  siege  of  more  than  2  months ;  that  every  important  operation  must 
be  performed  by  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army ;  and  that  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  risk  the  best  army  in  Spain  alone  in  operations  against 
the  enemy,  even  after  the  enemy  have  sustained  such  a  defeat  as  that  near 
Salamanca  on  the  22d  July. 

1  am  not  discouraged  by  these  &cts,  but  I  wish  that  the  Spanish  govern* 
ment  would  reflect  seriously  upon  them;  and  it  might  be  hoped  that 
measures  would  be  adopted  to  apply  a  remedy. 

Major  Gen.  Clinton  did  not  move  to  Olmedo,  according  to  my  first 
orders,  and  I  have  not  heard  that  he  had  moved  in  that  direction  in  obe- 
dience to  a  second  order  which  I  had  sent  him.  His  movement  in  that 
direction  in  time  would  have  been  a  check  upon  those  which  the  enemy 
have  made  against  the  Galician  army,  and  upon  all  their  operations  in 
that  quarter. 

By  accounts  from  Cadiz  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  learn  that  Gen.  Cruz  had 
returned  to  that  port,  with  the  detachment  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
southward  for  the  relief  of  Gen^  Ballesteros.  Another  expedition  had 
immediately  been  fitted  out,  consisting  of  3500  Spanish  troops,  under 
Gen.  Cruz,  and  1500  British  and  Portuguese,  under  Col.  Skerrett,  with  a 
view  to  attack  Niebla.  These  troops  had  landed  at  Huelva  on  the  14d) 
and  15th,  but  the  enemy  evacuated  and  destroyed  the  castle  of  Niebla  on 
the  12th. 

It  is  generally  reported,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  enemy's 
army  of  the  South  is  about  to  make  a  general  movement  It  is  difficult 
at  this  distance  to  form  a  judgment  in  what  direction,  but  it  is  supposed 
in  that  of  Granada  and  Valencia ;  and  from  some  circumstances  which 
have  been  stated,  such  as  that  carriages  with  baggage  had  been  sent  from 
Dfouet's  detachment  towards  Cordova,  and  that  all  persons  belonging  to 
the  civil  departments  were  to  march  with  the  army,  I  am  inclined  to 
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believe  there  is  some  foundatioil  for  this  supposition^  I  have  apprised 
lieut  Gen.  Maitland  of  this  notion  of  Soult's  movement,  and  have  desired 
him  to  take  care  that  Alicante  and  Carthagena  do  not  fall  by  a  c<nq)  de  maim 
effected  hj  his  troops  on  their  march. 

I  have  informed  Major  Gen.  Cooke  that  I  prefer  a  direct  attack  upon 
the  enemy's  posts  before  Cadiz,  to  any  other  operation  by  way  of  diver- 
sion, if  he  should  think  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  attempt  to  leave  the 
Isla;  and  I  conclude  that  the  troops  will  immediately  be  recalled  from 
Niebla,  and  the  attempt  made  upon  the  enemy's  posts  if  they  should  still 
maintain  them. 

To  Hif  Excdlency  C.  StiMfft  Madrid,  JZtb  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  regarding 
the  demands  of  the  Portuguese  government  for  the  month  of  September, 
and  I  have  ordered  2000  moios  of  wheat,  1000  of  barley,  and  1000  quintals 
of  salt  meat  to  be  issued  from  the  British  stores. 

I  beg  you  just  to  observe  that  the  quantity  of  wheat  is  sufficient  for 
100,000  men  for  30  days. 

To  Hif  ExceUenoy  C.  Stuart.  Madrid,  37th  Aug.  I8I3. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  appointed  Capt  Mackenzie,  of  the  17th  regt,  to  be  Commissary  for 
prisoners  of  war  at  Lisbon,  and  have  directed  him  to  take  charge  of  all  the 
prisoners  of  war  now  at  that  place,  or  who  may  be  sent  there  hereafter : 
and  I  beg  that  you  will  apply  to  the  Portuguese  government,  that  all  the 
prisoners  now  in  charge  of  the  Portuguese  departments  may  be  delivered 
over  to  the  charge  of  Capt  Mackenzie,  when  he  shall  be  ready  to  receive 
them. 

To  CoL  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  Madrid,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  and  I  hope  the  official  accounts 
of  the  battle  of  Salamanca  will  have  given  as  much  satisfaction  as  that  first 
received.  The  consequences  of  that  battle  have  already  been  very  im- 
portant, and^  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  will  be  still  more  so. 

In  respect  to  the  departments  of  the  A.  G.  and  Q.  M.  G.,  all  the  depart- 
ments of  this  army,  excepting  the  Medical  department,  were  already  in 
communication  with  the  Q.  M.  G.  I  don't  know  why  the  Medical  depart- 
ment was  in  communication  with  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department;  but  that 
department  particularly  ought  to  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Q.  M.  G.     Every  thing  else  remains  as  it  has  always  been.- 

I  am  not  sorry  that  Col.  Gordon  has  been  with  this  army.  He  sees  now 
the  real  difficulties  of  our  situation,^  and  he,  as  well  as  others,  may  derive 
some  advantage  from  seeing  what  an  army,  particularly  a  British  army,  in 
the  field,  really  is.  I  hope  he  likes  his  situation  and  will  remain  in  it,  and 
that  I  shall  not  have  the  disadvantage  of  having  another  Q.  M.  G. 

To  Lieut  Geu.  F.  Maitland.  Madrid,  38th  Aug.  1813. 

Since  1  wrote  to  vou  on  the  24th,  1  have  received  a  dispatch  from  tha 
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Seo.  of  State  of  the  Ith  inst,  enclosing  instructions  to  yourself  of  the 
6th  Aug. 

I  send  70U  a  copy  of  that  part  of  these  instructions  which  relates  to  your 
conduct.  I  don't  send  the  whole,  as  the  communication  is  not  quite 
secure,  and  the  latter  of  them  refer  to  points  of  which  it  is  desirable  that 
the  enemy  should  have  no  knowledge. 

Your  instructions  place  you  under  my  command.  They  direct  you  to 
return  to  Sicily,^  if  Lord  W.  fientinck  should  require  the  troops  under 
your  command  to  return  to  that  island,  in  consequence  of  any  dajiger  me- 
nacing it,  in  his  opinion,  requiring  your  return,  unless  I  should  have  given 
you  orders  to  remain  in  the  Peninsula,  notwithstanding  such  orders. 

You  are  directed  to  be  governed  as  to  your  departure  from  the  Penin- 
sula by  your  communications  with  Adm.  Sir  £.  Pellew,  if  the  safety  of 
the  troops  under  your  command  should  depend  on  the  protection  to  bo 
afforded  by  the  fleet 

If  the  safety  of  the  troops  under  your  command  should  not  be  compro- 
mised by  the  absence  of  the  fleet,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  regu- 
late your  departure  from  the  Peninsula  by  any  maritime  movements  which 
Sir  £.  Pellew  may  think  it  advisable  to  make. 

In, my  letter  of  the  24th,  of  which  I  enclose  a  duplicate,  I  recommended 
certain  measures  to  your  attention,  which  I  find,  by  a  letter  from  Gen. 
O'Donell  of  the  25th  inst,  that  you  had  adopted,  in  consequence  of  the 
junction  in  Valencia  of  the  army  under  the  King  with  that  under  the  com- 
mand of  Marshal  Suchet. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  at  all  probable  that  these  armies  united  will 
make  any  attack  on  you,  nor,  as  long  as  you  will  be  in  the  strength  in 
which  I  understand  from  Gen.  O'Donell  that  you  are  in  Alicante,  is  it  pro- 
bable that  both  united  will  make  any  attack  upon  the  positions  occupied 
by  this  army  and  its  detachments.  Afhirs,  therefore,  cannot  be  in  a  better 
state  for  all  the  objects  which  I  have  in  view  in  this  quarter  and  in  other 
parts  of  Spain. 

If  Marshal  Soult  should  move  in  the  direction  of  Valencia,  I  shall  have 
early  intelligence  of  his  movement;  and  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  to  aid  the  troops  at  Alicante  as  I  may  think  proper. 

I  beg  that  as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  let  me  know  whether  ships  can 
lie  in  rafety  at  Alicante  during  the  gales  which  may  be  expected  in  the 
next  month.  If  they  cannot,  you  should  send  to  Mahon,  without  loss  of 
time,  all  those  not  required  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand. I  also  request  to  know  from  you  whether  it  be  possible  to  embark 
from  Alicante,  if  the  enemy  should  hivest  the  place  :  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
from  the  plan,  it  is  so. 

Gen.  O'Donell  has  informed  me  that  the  yellow  fever  prevails  at  Car- 
thagena.  If  that  should  be  the  case.  Gen.  Ross  should  keep  on  shore  only 
that  part  of  the  British  garrison  which  may  be  sufficient  to  occupy  Las 
Galeras  and  Atalaya,  and  the  remainder  should  be  kept  afloat  in  the  offing. 

There  is  no  chance  of  Soult's  attacking  that  place  if  the  yeUow  fever 
prevails,  as  it  is  reported  to  do,  throughout  the  country. 

There  was  no  knowledge  in  Estremadura  on  the  23d  of  Soult's  com« 
mencing  his  movement 
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P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  yours  of  the  20th ;  and  I 
enclose  a  duplicate  of  mine  of  the  16th,  which  appears  to  be  the  only  one 
you  have  not  received. 

Tell  Gen.  Ross  that  I  have  received  his  of  the  18th,  and  he  may  keep 
his  troops  on  the  island  instead  of  afloat^  as  I  had  proposed;  and  take  care 
to  remove  any  men  who  may  fall  sick  at  Cardiagena  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  keep  them  in  a  separate  place  on  that  island. 

I  shall  answer  your  letter  fully  this  day  in  cipher,  and  you  can  decipher 
it  when  you  get  ihe  cij^er,  which  is  now  on  its  passage  from  England, 
in  the  mean  time  I  rely  upon  you  to  secure  Alicante. 

I  take  measures  this  day  to  have  you  supplied  with  provisions;  and  I 
recommend  that  both  the  British  and  Spanish  troops  diould  maintain  their 
positions  outside  of  Alicante  as  long  as  possible,  in  order  that  both,  but 
particularly  the  latter,  may  draw  provisions  from  the  country,  and  that  their 
consumption  may  not  fall  on  the  magazines  of  the  town. 

ProclainaHon.  Biadrid,  29th  Aug.  1813. 

Spaniards !  It  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  your  time  by  recalling  to  your 
recollection  the  events  of  the  last  2  months,  or  hj  drawing  your  attention 
to  the  situation  in  which  your  enemies  now  find  themselves. 

Listen  to  the  accounts  of  the  numerous  prisoners  daily  brought  in, 
and  deserters  from  their  army ;  hear  the  details  of  the  miseries  endured 
by  those  who,  trusting  to  the  promises  of  the  French,  have  followed  the 
vagabond  fortunes  of  the  Usurper,  driven  from  the  capital  of  your 
monarchy ;  hear  these  details  from  their  servants  and  followers,  who  have 
had  the  sense  to  quit  this  scene  of  desolation,  and  if  the  sufferings  of  your 
oppressors  can  soften  the  feeling  of  those  inflicted  upon  yourselves,  you 
will  find  ample  cause  for  consolation. 

But  much  remains  still  to  be  done  to  consolidate  and  secure  the  advan- 
tages acquired.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  pretended  King 
is  an  usurper,  whose  authority  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Spaniard  to  resist ; 
that  every  Frenchman  is  an  enemy,  against  whom  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Spaniard  to  raise  his  arm. 

Spaniards !  You  are  reminded  that  your  enemies  cannot  much  longer 
resist ;  that  they  must  quit  your  country  if  you  will  only  omit  to  supply 
their  demands  for  provisions  and  money,  when  those  demands  are  not 
enforced  by  superior  force.  Let  every  individual  consider  it  his  duty  to 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  give  no  assistance  to  the  enemy  of  his 
country,  and  that  perfidious  enemy  must  soon  entirely  abandon  in  dis- 
grace a  country  which  he  entered  only  for  the  sake  of  plunder,  and  in 
which  he  has  been  enabled  to  remain  only  because  the  inhabitants  have 
submitted  to  his  mandates,  and  have  supplied  his  wants. 

Spaniards !  Resist  this  odious  tyranny,  and  be  independent  and  happy. 

To  Lieut  Qen.  F.  Biaitland.  Madrid,  SOtfa  Ang.  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
StOth. 

It  does  not  ^pear  to  me  to  be  probable  that  the  King  and  Suchet, 
even  when  joined,  will  make  any  attack  upon  you  at  Alicante,  and  you 
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should  endeavor  to  maintain  yourself  at  a  distance  from  the  town,  so  as  to 
draw  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  country  as  long  as  you  may  find  it 
to  be  possible,  particularly  for  the  Spanish  troops. 

In  expectation  of  being  obliged  to  retire  within  the  works  of  the  place, 
you  must  immediately  land  from  the  transports  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
provisions  to  last  the  troops  under  your  command,  including  Gen.  Roche's 
and  Gen.  Whitdngham's  divisions,  for  one  month ;  and  I  have  directed 
that  1,000,000  rations  of  flour  or  biscuit,  and  500,000  of  salt  meat, 
may  be  immediately  sent  to  Alicante  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under  your 
command,  from  which  quanti^  you  will  replace  what  you  will  have  taken 
out  of  the  store  ships  or  transports,  or  you  will  make  such  other  use  of 
it  as  you  may  think  proper.  But  you  will  in  the  first  instance  take  from 
the  store  ^ps  and  transports  a  quantity  of  provisions  to  last  the  troops 
under  your  command  not  less  than  one  month,  and  for  as  mudi  longer  as 
you  may  deem  it  expedient  to  have  provisions  in  Alicante. 

I  am  aware  that  taking  provisions  out  of  the  transports  may  interfere 
with  the  execution  of  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  Lord  W. 
Bentinck  to  return  to  Sicily,  but  I  take  the  responsibility  of  that  incon- 
venience upon  myself. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  plan  of  Alicante,  there  will  be  no  diffi* 
culty  in  communicating  with  the  ships,  even  though  the  place  be  closely 
invested ;  and  if  the  measures  above  referred  to  should  not  provide  suffi- 
ciently for  the  troops  under  your  command,  you  must  take  more  pro- 
visions from  the  transports,  and  you  must  apply  to  Mr.  Tupper  to  assist 
you  in  importing  provisions  for  your  troops.  If  it  be  true  Uiat,  notwith- 
standing Alicante  be  closely  invested,  it  is  possible  to  communicate  with 
ships  in  the  offing,  there  can  be  no  more  difficulty  in  instructing  you 
regarding  your  military  conduct  at  that  place  than  regarding  the  pro- 
visions. Nothing  of  importance  can  be  done  till  Soult  shall  have  joined 
the  King ;  and  you  will  then  understand  that  I  expect  you  to  mftin^jn 
yourself  at  Alicante  as  long  as  it  may  be  possible. 

I  conceive  that  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  maintain  yourself  even 
against  Soult  and  the  King  united,  as  long  as  you  can  keep  the  communi- 
cation open  with  the  sea ;  but  as  soon  as  you  find  that  communication 
so  seriously  menaced  as  to  be  in  danger  to  be  lost,  you  are  to  withdraw 
and  embark  the  whole  army,  English  as  well  as  Spaniards. 

I  proceed  to-morrow  to  join  the  detachment  of  this  army  collected  at 
Arevalo,  with  which  I  shall  march  to  drive  the  detachments  of  the  *  Armde 
de  Portugal*  from  the  Duero,  which  have  advanced  to  tiiat  river 
since  I  have  been  in  this  quarter,  and  to  establish  a  good  communication 
between  this  army  and  the  Spanish  army  of  the  nortih,  to  which  Astorga 
has  recently  surrendered. 

As  soon  as  matters  shall  be  there  arranged  to  my  satisfaction,  I  propose 
to  return  here;  and  I  hope  by  that  time  to  be  joined  by  Sir  R.  Hill  and 
his  troops  from  Estremadura,  if  Marshal  Soult  should  have  evacuated 
Andalusia.  If  he  should  have  marched  through  Granada  and  Murcia  into 
Valencia,  I  shall  be  here,  I  hope,  before  he  can  be  in  a  situation  to  do  you 
any  injury. 

Two  divisions  of  this  army,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  remain  here,  and 
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2  diviBiona,  and  one  brigade  of  cavalry,  at  the  Eccurial,  daring  mj  absence 
in  the  nordi. 

To  the  Marques  de  Aetorga,  Omde  de  Altaminu  Madrid,  30th  Aug.  1812. 

I  haye  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yonr  Excellency's  letter  of  the  Ith 
inst.  and  its  enclosure,  and  I  have  forwarded  the  letter  to  your  agent  in 
this  city. 

I  beg  to  return  your  Excellency  my  best  thanks  for  the  politeness  of 
your  letter,  and  for  your  kindness  in  permitting  me  to  use  your  Excel- 
lency's palace  in  this  city. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Madrid,  dOtfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Grace  and  Justice,  by  the 
hands  of  Col.  Don  Ildefonso  Ruiz  de  Ribera,  together  with  the  Collar  of 
the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece.* 

I  request  you  will  return  my  thanks  to  the  Minister  for  this  mark  of 
the  favor  of  the  Regency. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Madrid,  30th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst  I  am  not  desirous  that 
any  rule  should  be  departed  from  in  investing  me  with  the  Order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  and  I  shall  wait  till  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  some 
Sovereign  to  invest  me.  You  will  send  me  the  usual  licenses  and  dispen- 
sation. I  wish  you  would  send  me  the  Order  of  San  Fernando,  or  A 
drawing  of  it,  that  I  may  have  it  made  in  England. 

I  send  my  dispatch  off  this  day. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Madrid,  30th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  intrenching  tools  required  for 
the  service  of  this  army,  which  I  will  thank  your  Lordship  to  have  sent 
to  Lisbon  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Madrid,  30th  Aug.  1813.    . 

According  to  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  Gen.  J.  O'Donell, 
commanding  the  Spanish  army  of  Murcia,  of  the  25th  and  27th  inst,  I 
learn  that  the  King  had  decidedly  marched  into  Valencia.  His  troops 
passed  the  castle  of  Chinchilla  (the  garrison  of  which  fired  upon  them), 
and  they  arrived  at  Bonete  on  the  24th,  The  cavalry  under  Gen.  O'Do- 
nell,  1500  in  number,  were  at  Albacete  on  the  25th,  and  the  General 
himself,  still  at  Hellin  on  the  27th,  and  his  infantry,  4000  in  number, 
were  in  that  neighbourhood. 

It  appears,  that  upon  hearing  of  the  King's  approach  to  the  kingdom  of 
Valencia  to  join  Suchet,  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  had  determined  to  retire 
eventually  upon  Alicante,  with  the  Sicilian  division  under  his  command, 
and  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gens.  Whittingham  and  Roche.  He  had 
advanced  as  far  as  Elda;  but  he  retired  to  Monforte,  from  whence  he 
writes  on  the  20th ;  Gen.  Whittingham's  divbion  being  still  at  Elda,  and 
the  Spanish  cavalry  advanced  to  Castalla.  I  have  directed  the  General  to 
•  See  Appendix,  Vol.  V.,  No.  XXIIL 
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maintain  himself  at  Alicante ;  and  I  have  ordered  that  he  may  be  supplied 
with  provisions. 

Gen.  Maitland's  determination  to  retire  upDn  Alicante,  and  his  stating 
that  he  has  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  maintain  himself  there  v^ithout 
the  assistance  of  Gen.  O'Donell's  corps,  and  the  reports  which  Gen.  0*Do- 
nell  had  received  of  the  intention  of  Soult  to  join  the  King's  army  in 
Valencia,  through  Murcia  and  Granada,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow 
fever  in  Murcia,  had  induced  Gen.  O'Donell  to  move  to  the  northward, 
and  I  have  suggested  to  him  to  put  himself  in  communication  witli  the 
allied  army  in  this  quarter. 

Since  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship  on  the  25th  inst,  I  have  received  reports 
that  the  garrison  of  Astorga  had  surrendered  by  capitulation  on  the  19th, 
to  the  number  of  1200  men.  Gen.  Foy  arrived  at  La  Baneza  for  their 
relief  on  the  21st,  with  the  detachment  which  I  informed  you  was  in  march 
for  that  purpose ;  and  his  parties  found  the  place  abandoned  by  the  Spanish 
troops,  the  French  garrison  having  been  carried  away  as  prisoners ;  and  I 
expect  that  he  arrived  at  Zamora  on  the  25th  or  26th. 

As  soon  as  the  King's  march  into  Valencia  was  decided,  I  ordered  the 
Ist  and  5th  divisions,  Gen.  Pack's  and  Gen.  Bradford's  brigades,  and  Col. 
Ponsonby's  brigade  of  cavalry,  to  assemble  at  Arevalo,  to  which  place  the 
6th  division  had  been  marched  also  by  Gen.  Clinton  by  mistake ;  and  I 
propose  to  join  these  troops,  and  to  proceed  to  establish  a  secure  commu- 
nication between  this  army  and  the  army  of  Galicia ;  and  to  drive  off  the 
parties  of  the  *ArmSe  de  Portugal '  which  have  come  forward  to  the  Duero 
since  I  have  been  obliged  to  attend  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  quarter. 

The  reports  still  continue  to  prevail  of  the  intention  of  Soult  to  evacuate 
Andalusia,  and  I  enclose  a  paper  which  is  a  translation  of  the  order  issued 
to  the  army  of  the  South  on  Uie  15th  inst.,  the  Emperor's  birth-day ,^rom 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  a  design  is  entertained ;  and 
Gen.  O'Donell  tells  me  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  from  Hellin,  that  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  the  march  will  be  by  Granada  and  Murcia.  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  had  no  intelligence  that  the  march  was  commenced  on 
the  23d  inst.,  when  I  last  heard  from  him ;  but  there  was  every  appearance 
of  it ;  and  it  is  reported  that  Gen.  La  Cruz's  troops  were  in  possession  of 
San  Lucar  la  Mayor,  and  even  of  San  Lucar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadal- 
quivir. If  these  reports  should  be  well  founded,  the  siege  of  Cadiz  is 
certainly  abandoned. 

I  propose  to  return  to  this  part  of  the  country,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have 
settled  matters  to  my  satisfaction  on  the  right  of  the  Duero ;  and  I  hope 
1  shall  be  here,  and  shall  be  joined  by  the  troops  under  Sir  R.  Hill,  before 
Soult  can  have  made  much  progress  to  form  his  junction  with  the  King. 

With  a  view  to  Sir  R.  Hill's  march,  we  are  employed  in  repairing  the 
bridge  at  Almaraz. 

TW^.O.  to  M<9or  Gtm,  Peacoeke,  Lubo/t,  d(Mk  Aug.  1813. 

In  doing  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  the  enclosed  correspondence!  I 

am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  acquaint  you  that  if  Gen. 

will  not  furnish  the  Portuguese  dragoons  to  escort  the  money  alluded  to,  British 
infantry  must  be  allotted  to  the  performance  of  that  duty ;  at  the  same  time  his 
Excellency  requests  you  will  show  the  letters  in  question  to  Mr.  Stuart,  in  order 

VOL.  VI.  •  See  Appendix,  No.  IV.  E 
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that  he  may  see  the  little  assistance  the  Portuguese  authorities  are  disposed  te 
give  to  that  which  has  proved  their  security. 

Memorandum  for  Major  Gen*  Barou  C.  Alten  and  Don  Carlos  de  Espafia. 

Madrid,  Slst  Aug.  1812. 
It  being  necessary  that  I  should  go  to  the  northward  with  the  troops 
assembled  at  Arevalo,  the  3d  and  Light  divisions,  and  Gen.  V.  Alten's 
brigade  of  cavalry,  are  to  remain  at  Madrid,  till  further  orders,  with  one 
battalion  of  Don  Carlos'  infantry.  The  4th  division  will  be  at  the  Escurial, 
and  Don  Carlos'  division  at  Segovia;  Gen.  D'Urban's  cavalry  at  the 
Palacio  de  Rio  Frio. 

The  King  having  decidedly  gone  into  Valencia,  and  there  being  in  that 
kingdom  a  body  of  the  allied  troops  too  strong  for  Marshal  Suchet,  and  no 
intelligence  having  been  yet  received  of  the  commencement  of  the  march 
of  the  army  of  the  South,  it  does  not  appear  at  all  probable  that  the  enemy 
will  attempt  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  this  part  of  the  country  during 
the  time  that  I  shall  be  absent.  But  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  all  events, 
and  the  following  instructions  are  to  be  attended  to. 

Gen.  J.  O'Donell,  in  command  of  4000  infantry  and  1500  cavalry  of 
the  army  of  Murcia,  is  at  Hellin,  on  the  frontiers  of  Valencia ;  and  I  have 
recommended  to  him  to  throw  his  rear  upon  this  town,  and  to  commu- 
nicate with  our  troops  which  will  be  here ;  and  to  fall  back  upon  them  if 
it  should  be  necessary. 

The  Empecinado,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  is  gone  forward 
by  Cuenca,  towards  the  frontiers  of  Valencia. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  advance  in  force,  it  must  be  from  the  South ; 
and  if  the  force  should  not  be  considered  too  strong,  particularly  in  cavalry, 
the  3d,  Light,  and  Don  Carlos'  divisions,  and  Gen.  Alten's  and  Gen.  D'Ur- 
ban's  cavalry,  must  be  collected  on  the  Tagus  about  Aranjuez,  first  to 
cover  the  retreat  upon  them  of  Gen.  O'Donell's  corps,  and  next  to  oppose 
the  farther  progress  of  the  enemy.  The  guerrillas  of  the  Medico  must  be 
thrown  into  Toledo. 

Attention  must  be  paid  to  the  fords  about  Fuentiduefia  by  the  Empe- 
cinado, or  the  troojM  collected  in  that  direction,  if  the  enemy  should  direct 
his  march  by  Tarancon.  When  the  enemy  shall  advance,  all  the  arrange- 
ments must  be  made  for  the  evacuation  of  Madrid,  such  as  sending  away 
sick,  stores,  &c. ;  and  eventually,  for  the  destruction  of  every  diing  which 
cannot  be  carried  away. 

If  the  enemy's  force  should  be  deemed  too  strong  for  the  allies,  the 
city  of  Madrid  must  be  evacuated,  the  troops  must  march  by  the  Escurial 
upon  Arevalo,  as  soon  as  Gen.  J.  O'Donell  shall  either  have  joined  on  his 
retreat,  or  shall  have  made  his  retreat  in  another  direction. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  Major  Hartmann  of  the  Royal  German  Artillery 
to  make  arrangements  for  destroying  the  stores  and  burning  the  buildings 
in  the  Retiro,  which  orders  he  will  lay  before  Gen.  Alten  and  Don  Carlos 
de  Espafia.  If  the  retreat  from  Madrid  should  be  determined  upon, 
measures  should  be  immediately  adopted  for  destroying  every  thing  in  the 
Retiro  according  to  those  orders,  before  the  troops  shall  depart  If  the 
troops  should  be  assembled  on  the  Tagus,  and  the  retreat  from  thence 
should  afVerwards  be  determined  upon,  orders  should  be  given  for  de- 
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•troying  the  stores  and  buildings  in  the  Retiro,  for  which  the  preparations 
should  be  arranged  as  above  stated,  as  soon  as  the  retreat  from  the  Tagus 
shall  be  determined  upon.  A  constant  daily  communication  must  be  kept 
with  me  by  the  guides  who  will  remain  on  the  road. 

I  have  been  much  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  allied  troops  since 
they  have  been  in  Madrid.  I  trust  that  the  same  good  conduct  of  officers 
and  troops  will  continue;  and  that  Gen.  Alten  will  enforce  my  ordew 
reipacting  these  points. 

In  case  it  should  be  determined  to  destroy  the  stores  and  buildings  in 
the  Retiro,  it  will  be  necessary  to  order  the  inhabitants  of  Madrid  to  take 
away  the  palisades  from  the  ditches,  particularly  of  the  exterior  works. 
It  tf  imagined  they  will  do  this  willingly  if  only  permitted. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  F.  Maitland.  VaU  Cartin,  2d  Sept  1812. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  30th,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
24di  Aug. 

I  beg  you  will  understand  that  I  propose  that  the  troops  under  your 
command  should  occupy  the  heights  outside  of  Alicante,  which  are  to  the 
southward  and  westward  of  the  town,  to  rest  your  left  oil  the  sea. 

As  the  cipher  sent  by  the  Sec.  of  State  is  deficient,  as  affording  no  means 
of  spelling  words,  I  propose  to  use  that  which  I  sent  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck, 
when  it  is  necessary  to  cipher  words  not  to  be  found  in  the  Sec.  of  State*s 
cipher. 

Understanding  from  a  letter  from  Gen.  Donkin  that  the  alphabet  sent 
to  Sir  E.  Pellew  was  not  correct,  I  think  it  probable  that  that  sent  to 
Lord  William  may  not  have  been  so,  and  I  enclose  another.  You  will  of 
course  have  the  instructions  how  to  use  it 

Head  quarters  are  this  day  at  Villa  Castin,  and  will  be  to-morrow  at 
Arevala 

I  am  happy  to  find  from  Col.  Jones'  report  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  supplying  you  with  provisions  at  Alicante  to  any  amount  you  can 
require.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
me  if  you  would  write  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  the  Dep.  Commissary  Gen.  at 
Cadiz,  to  say  that  you  will  not  require  the  provisions  which  I  had  ordered 
should  be  sent  for  your  use. 

I  hear  that  the  enemy  have  evacuated  2iamora,  which  is  a  fortunate 
event,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  rejoin  the  troops  to  the  south  at  a  more 
early  period. 

A  000  Gvlof  de  Esptfia.  AieTalo,  ce  3  Sept  1812. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  lettre  du  G4n.  Castanos,  et  une  pour  le  G<$n.  Mait- 
land  k  Alicante,  que  je  vous  prie  de  faire  envoyer  par  ma  cousine  la 

G.  O.  Villa  CMtiD,  2d  Sept.  1819. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  draws  the  attention  of  the  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments to  the  following  letter  fVom  the  Sec.  at  War,  complaining  of  the  delays  in  transmit* 
ting  the  accounts  of  the  several  regiments. 

X  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  knows  no  reason  why  the  aecoimts  of  the  regiment 

shoald  not  ba  settled  as  regolarly  by  the  paymasters  of  regiments  in  this  army  as  by  the 

psymastert  of  regiments  in  Englmnd ;  and  he  desires  they  will  enforce  the  regulations  on 

this  head. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 
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Marquesa  de  Alcanices ;  et  une  pour  la  Condesa  de  Chinchon,*  que  je 
V0U8  prie  de  donner  au  Col.  Ribera  pour  6tre  apport<^  k  Cadiz. 

Le  concierge  du  palals  a  2  t^tendards  pris  k  Guadalaxara  par  I'Empe- 
cinado,  que  vous  devriez  envoyer  k  Cadiz  par  le  Col.  Ribera,  pour  6tre 
present^  au  gouvemement. 

Le  Gt^n.  Castanos  <$tait  k  Astorga  le  30;  I'Arm^  de  Galice  8ur  I'Esla. 
Les  Franqais  t^taient  encore  k  Yalladolid  et  sur  le  Duero  aujourd'hui. 
Nous  allons  k  Olmedo  demain. 

Nous  avons  les  gazettes  d'Angleterre  du  15,  venues  par  la  Coruna.  Les 
nouvelles  de  la  Russie  ne  sont  pas  mauvaises.  On  dit  que  le  Danemarck 
fait  la  paix  avec  les  allies. 

J'ai  rencontn^  aujourd'hui  la  Marquesa  de  Alcamcea  et  Guillen  aupres 
de  Labajos.     lis  seront  k  Madrid  demain. 

A  Don  F.  X.  Castafiot.  Arevalo,  ce  3  Sept  1812,  k  2 heuret  de  laprts  midi. 

J'ai  re^u  ce  matin  votre  lettre  du  30  ^  Villa  Castin,  et  je  viens  d'arriver 
ici.  Je  compte  m'avancer  sur  Olmedo  demain  matin.  Je  crois  que  Soult 
a  I'intention  de  quitter  le  midi  de  I'Espagne,  mais  qu'il  ait  cette  intention 
ou  non,  il  est  fort  nt^cessaire  de  chasser  tout-k-fait  les  troupes  de  Marmont 
sans  perdre  du  temps,  pour  me  laisser  en  libertc^  de  m'opposer  k  Soult 
avec  toutes  mes  forces.  Je  prends  done  avantage  du  moment  que  le 
depart  du  Roi  m'a  donntJ,  pour  venir  de  ce  c6tt5-ci,  et  je  pousserai  les 
choses  aussi  loin  que  je  pourraL  Mais  j'ai  grand  besoin  de  votre  assistance. 
J'ai  des  grosses  pieces,  et  j'ai  Tidee  de  faire  m6me  le  si^ge  de  Burgos. 
Mais  il  faut  que  cela  depende  des  circonstances ;  et  en  tout  cas  il  faut 
etablir  une  bonne  communication  entre  vos  troupes  et  les  miennes,  et  Hre 
ferme  sur  le  Duero.     II  est  fort  k  dtfsirer  que  vous  vous  avanciez  vers 

*  The  draft  of  this  letter  written  to  the  Condesa  de  Chinchon  is  unfortunately  missing 
from  the  Duke  of  We11ington*8  papers,  but  the  letter  of  the  Condesa,  to  which  it  was  a 
reply,  is  as  follows : 
Dofia  Maria  Teresa  de  Borbon,  Ckmdesa  de  Chinchon,  to  the  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 

Earl  of  WellingtoD,  &c  Cadis,  16th  Aug.  1812. 

When  a  transient  gleam  of  light  flattered  me  with  the  hopes  of  a  happy  change 
in  my  lot,  I  foimd  mjrself  on  a  sudden  involved  in  new  afflictions  oh  seeing  my 
country  overrun  in  the  most  iniquitous  manner  by  a  cruel  and  treacherous  enemy. 

The  day  once  more  dawns,  and  your  Grace's  glorious  victories  have  instilled 
new  animation  throughout  this  distressed  country ;  and  as  I  consider  myself  as  far 
from  being  the  least  mterested  in  this  happy  prospect,  I  find  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  having  an  opportunity  to  give  your  Grace  a  testimony  of  my  feelings. 

Having  learned  that  government,  in  the  name  of  our  beloved  King,  has  con- 
ferred on  your  Grace  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  having  in  my  possession 
that  which  was  worn  by  my  late  father,  the  Infante  Don  Luis  (which  in  my  eyes 
constitutes  its  merit),  I  have  to  request  your  Grace  will  do  me  the  honor  to  accept 
of  it,  as  a  proof  of  the  high  esteem  your  heroic  actions  have  inspired  me  with  ; 
and  I  feel  myself  singulany  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  procure  it  a  suc- 
cessor who  has  rendered  himself  so  worthy  the  gratitude  of  my  country. 

When  your  Grace  considers  I  am  but  a  beginner  in  the  English  language, 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  deficiency  of  style,  heing  only  animated  with  a  desire 
to  convmce  your  Grace  how  far  I  wish  to  contribute  to  that  fraternity  which  ought 
to  animate  the  two  nations. 

That  your  Grace  may  continue  in  your  glorious  career,  and  add  fresh  laurels  to 
the  numberless  you  have  already  acquired,  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  my  Lord,  your 
Grace's  most  obedient  servant  and  admirer,  Maria  Terssa  db  Bor^on, 

Condesa  de  Chinchon. 
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Valladolid  avec  toutes  vos  Iroupes  au8sit6t  qu6  vous  rccevrez  cette  lettre; 
et  que  je  puisse  m'aboucher  avec  vous  bient^t.  Je  compte  6tre  k  Valla- 
dolid le  6  de  ce  mois ;  mais  je  vous  ecrirai  tous  les  jours  jusqu'k  ce  que 
j'aie  le  plaisir  de  vous  voir. 

J'envoie  un  ofiBcier  pour  examiner  Zamora  et  Toro,  et  me  faire  un 
rapport  de  I'^tat  oh  ces  places  se  trouvent ;  parceque  je  crois  qu'il  con- 
viendrait  beaucoup  k  nos  operations  futures  de  tenir  ces  deux  places,  ou 
au  moins  une  des  deux.  Je  vous  serai  bien  oblige;  si  vous  voulez  envoyer 
Tordre  qu'on  les  laisse  voir  k  I'officier  que  j'y  enverrai ;  et  qu'on  cesse  de 
travailler  k  leur  destruction,  si  on  I'a  dt^j^  commence,  jusqu'4  ce  que  j'aie 
le  plaisir  de  vous  voir. 

To  His  Excellency  C.  Stuait  Olmedo,  4th  Sept.  1812. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  when  you 
get  any  detailed  reports  of  the  stores  for  the  Spanish  army  sent  to  Coruiia. 
The  government  have  been  pleased  to  leave  at  my  disposal  the  stores  sent 
to  the  Peninsula  for  the  Spanish  army ;  and  I  had  wi^ed  that  the  whole 
should  be  sent  to  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  because  I  have  with  those  places  a 
constant  communication,  because  I  can  command  a  communication  between 
those  places  and  every  other  part  (of  the  coast  at  least)  of  the  Peninsula, 
and  because  there  are  at  those  places  persons  whose  services  I  can  com- 
mand to  take  charge  of  the  stores,  to  distribute  them  as  ordered,  and  16 
account  for  them.     I  don't  possess  those  advantages  in  relation  to  Coruna. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Forster  has  given  licenses  to  American  ships 
to  import  com  to  Lisbon.  I  wish  you  would  give  licenses  to  Portuguese 
ships  to  do  the  same  from  America.  We  should  then  be  certain  of  re- 
ceiving the  supplies.  We  cannot  be  certain  that  Americans,  having  a 
license  to  import  to  Portugal,  will  not  import  to  France ;  taking  the  risk 
of  running  the  latter  part  of  the  passage. 

P.S.  I  conclude  that  Sir  W.  Beresford  has  seen  and  approved  of  the 
recruiting  papers.   I  shall  write  about  the  northern  militia  as  they  deserve. 

7%t  A,Q,  to  Major  Cftn.  Ptaoocke,  LUbon,  4th  Sept.  1813. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply  to  a 
communication  from  Capt  Craig  covering  an  application  from  the  Colonel  of  the 
lOUt  French  regt.  for  an  advance  of  money,  that  none  has  been  sent  by  Marshal 
Marmont  or  anv  other  French  General  for  his  use.  His  Excellency  has  further 
directed  me  to  observe  that  he  has  made  frequent  advances  of  money  out  of  his 
own  pocket  to  French  officers,  without  ever  having  been  repaid  one  farthing,  and 
that  he  is  determined  to  do  so  no  more,  and  the  French  officers  must  blame  theif 
own  government  for  the  miseries  they  suffer  when  prisoners. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Olmedo,  6th  Sept  1612. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  enclose,  to  be  laid  before  the  Spanish  government, 
a  letter  addressed  by  Gen.  J.  O'Donell  to  Lieut.  Col.  Jones,  stating  the 
total  want  of  provisions  in  Carthagena. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Olmedo^  5th  Sept  1812. 

I  beg  to  refer  to  you  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Commis^ 
sariat  of  the  brigade  of  Royal  Carabineers  with  Gen.  J.  O'Donell's  army ; 
and  I  request,  that  if  it  be  in  your  power,  you  will  supply  this  corps  with 
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the  clothing  and  cavalry  equipments  which  it  requires,  and  have  them 
forwarded  to  Alicante  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cottcm,  Bart.,  K.B.  Valladolid,  7th  Sept  181X 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  I  have  received  the  direc- 
tions of  tibe  Prince  Regent  to  invest  you  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath, 
which  direction  I  shall  obey  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  w^en  the  in- 
signia, which  I  expect  by  the  first  messenger,  shall  come  out.  I  hope 
that  you  will  be  well  enough  to  come  to  head  quarters;  but  if  you  should 
not,  I  will  try  to  go  to  you. 

They  are  sending  us  immediately  a  remount  of  between  700  and  800 
horses  for  the  cavalry,  and  3  squadrons  of  the  Blues,  and  4  of  the  Life 
Guards,  so  that  we  shall  be  tolerably  strong  again. 

I  hear  that  Soult  has  raised  the  siege  of  Cadiz ;  and  as  in  that  case  we 
may  have  to  make  an  efifort  to  hold  our  ground  in  New  Castille,  I  have 
thought  it  proper,  in  expectation  of  Soult's  raising  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  to 
move  this  way,  and  oblige  the  '  Armee  de  Portugal '  to  go  farther  ofif. 
We  turned  them  out  of  this  place  this  morning. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Yalladolid,  7tii  Sept.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  1st  by  Lieut.  Macfarlane,  whom  I 
send  back  to  you. 

The  French  evacuated  this  town  yesterday  morning,  and  their  rear  guard 
was  last  night  at  Duenas,  on  the  road  to  Burgos.  I  shall  follow  them  as 
far  as  I  can ;  but  I  must  attend  to  the  south,  where  it  is  reported  that  Soult 
is  in  movement,  having  raised  the  siege  or  blockade  of  Cadiz. 

A  Don  F.  X.  Castafios.  Valladolid,  ce  7  Sept  1813. 

Je  suis  arrive  ici  ce  matin.  J'ai  passed  le  Duero  hier,  comme  je  vous 
I'ai  annonc^;  mais  j'ai  trouv^  I'ennemi  bien  postt^  k  La  Cistemiga,  et  en 
force  dans  la  ville ;  et  comme  j'ai  vu  que  je  pourrais  seulement  emporter 
le  poste  de  La  Cistemiga  hier  apr^  midi,  et  que  je  n'aurais  pas  eu  le 
temjM  de  manosuvrer  pour  les  forcer  de  quitter  la  ville,  j'ai  remis  I'affaire 
jusqu'lt  oe  matin.  lis  sont  rest<^  dans  la  ville  jusqu'au  dernier  moment, 
et  en  sont  sortis  enfin  par  le  pont  qu'ils  ont  fait  sauter.  lis  ont  aussi  fait 
sauter  le  pont  de  Simancas  hier  au  soir.  Je  les  ai  laiss^  il  y  a  une  heure, 
marchant  sur  Cabezon. 

lis  m*ont  paru  6tre  de  16,000  k  18,000  hommes;  mais  je  croisque  Foy 
les  a  rejoint  ee  matin.  Je  dtSsire  beaucoup  avoir  de  vos  nouvelles ;  si 
vous  avez  march<^  et  od  vous  6tes.  Je  oompte  donner  un  jour  de  repos  k 
mon  monde  demain,  et  j'esp^e  avoir  de  vos  nouvelles. 

On  me  dit  que  le  sitSge  de  Cadiz  est  lev<S ;  mais  je  n'en  ai  pas  des  nou- 
velles officielles. 

A  Don  Carlot  de  Bfpafia.  Valladolid,  ce  7  Sept  1 813. 

Je  suis  arrive  ici  ce  matin,  I'ennemi  ayant  quitti^  la  ville  &  regret  Je 
vous  prie  de  ne  pas  laisser  publier  dans  la  Gazette  oi^  je  suis.  Je 
vous  envoie  une  lettre  du  GtJntJral  Vives,  qui  exige  votre  attention.  Vous 
voyez  qu'il  dit  qu'il  n'a  pas  assez  de  monde  pour  donner  une  escorte  de 
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800  iKmuaes  auz  pruonniers  depuis  Ciadad  Rodrigo  jusqu'^  Sabugal. 
Ck>minent  cela  peut-il  arriver  ? 

Sur  lea  affaires  de  las  traidoraty  je  voiu  conseille  d'agir  selon  la  consU- 
tutioiL  Vous  n'ayez  aucun  droit  de  lea  (aire  aller  dans  un  couvent  si  elles 
ne  le  veulent  pas.  Mais  vous  pouvez  les  pnSvenir,  que  si  elles  ne  sont 
pas  discretes,  vous  ne  pouvez  pas  les  prot^er ;  et  peut-6tre  qu'elles  vou- 
dront  y  aller  elles-m^mes.  Vous  devez  leur  envoyer  les  lettres  anonymes 
qui  vous  parviennent  sur  leur  compte.  Ce  serait  la  seule  attention  que 
j'y  donnerais  k  votre  place,  k  moins  que  ces  dames  ne  commettent  des 
faits  qui  puissent  donner  prise  k  la  loi. 

To  Major  Gen.  G.  Murray.  Valladolid,  7tb  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  Aug.,  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  have  every  day  fresh  reason  to 
regret  your  departure. 

I  hear  that  the  siege  of  Cadiz  is  raised ;  and  there  is  a  storm  brewing 
up  from  the  south,  for  which  I  am  preparing  by  driving  the  detachments 
of  the  ^Arm^  de  Portugal*  away  from  the  Duero ;  and  I  propose,  if  I 
have  time,  to  take  Burgos  from  them.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  ordered 
Hill  to  cross  the  Tagus  by  Almaraz,  when  he  shall  find  that  Soult  moves 
out  of  Andalusia.  There  are  three  divisions  of  this  army  at  Madrid  and 
the  Escurial,  and  between  AUados  and  Spaniards  I  shall  have  there  above 
40,000  men. 

I  have,  I  hope,  relieved  Gen.  Maitland  of  all  anxiety  at  Alicante,  by 
taking  upon  myself  all  responsibility,  and  giving  him  positive  orders  for 
his  conduct,  so  that  he  will  only  have  to  fight  in  a  good  position,  his  sup- 
plies being  secured  to  him  from  the  sea.  By  keeping  this  detachment 
at  Alicante,  with  Whittingham's  and  Roche's  Spaniards,  I  shall  prevent 
too  many  of  the  gentlemen  now  assembled  in  Valencia  from  troubling 
me  in  the  upper  country. 

Matters  go  on  well,  and  I  hope  before  Christmas,  if  affiedrs  turn  out  as 
they  ought,  and  Boney  requires  all  the  reinforcements  in  the  North,  to 
have  all  the  gentlemen  safe  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ebro. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  MUitary  Secietary.  Valladolid,  7Ui  Sept  IB\% 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  thinking  of  our  Lieut  Generals,  but  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  more 
of  them  than  we  shall  have  divisions.  I  enclose  a  list  of  our  divisions 
and  of  the  Generals  of  them,  and  you  will  see  how  we  stand. 

I  put  Pakenham  to  the  Sd  division  by  Gen.  Picton's  desire  when  he 
was  ill ;  and  I  am  very  glad  I  did  so,  as  I  must  say  he  made  the  manoeuvre 
which  led  to  our  success  in  the  battle  of  the  22d,  with  a  celerity  and^ 
accuracy  of  which  I  doubt  that  many  are  capable,  and  without  both  it 
would  not  have  answered  its  end.  Pakenham  may  not  be  the  brightest 
genius,  but  my  partiality  for  him  does  not  lead  me  astray  when  I  tell  you 
that  he  is  one  of  the  best  we  have.  However,  he  keeps  the  division  till 
Gen.  Colville  or  some  other  shall  return  to  it,  and  he  will  then  go  to  his 
Fusilier  brigade. 

Sir  J.  Murray  is  a  very  able  officer,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have 
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him,  but  jou  will  see  that  we  have  now  no  room  for  him.     I  should  not 

be  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of ;   and  I  think   Major  Gen. 

Hope  can't  bear  the  climate :  but  I  shall  be  sorry  to  lose  him,  as  he 
is  very  attentive  to  his  duty.  I  think  also  that  Gen.  Campbell  will  not 
last  long. 

To  Ueut.  Geo.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart.  Valladolid,  7th  Sept  I8I2. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged 
to  you.  I  have  written  to  Torrens  about  you,  but  we  have  at  present  no 
vacancy.  All  our  divisions  are  filled,  except  the  3d,  and  there  are  three 
Lieut.  Generals  coming  out. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York.  Valkdolid,  7th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  letter  of  the 
15th  Aug.,  marked  *  Private,'  regarding  the  command  of  the  two  brigades 
of  Guards. 

When  Gen.  Campbell  went  to  the  command  of  the  1st  division  of  in* 
fantry,  I  allowed  Col.  the  Hon.  T.  Fermor  *  to  succeed  to  the  brigade  of 
Guards,  as  being  the  senior  officer,  because  Gen.  the  Hon.  £.  Stopford 
was  in  England,  of  whose  appointment  to  this  command  your  Royal  High- 
ness had  before  approved,  and  I  could  not  make  any  other  arrangement 
without  taking  upon  myself  to  appoint  an  officer  to  command  this  bri- 
gade. I  told  Col.  Fermor  that  the  arrangement  was  but  temporary,  and 
that  when  Gen.  Stopford  should  return  to  the  army,  he  nftist  resume  the 
command  of  the  brigade  of  Guards,  unless  your  Royal  Highness  should 
have  ordered  any  other  arrangement. 

1  think  that  notwithstanding  that  many  officers  of  superior  rank  are 
coming  out.  Major  Gen.  Campbell  will  still  remain  in  command  of  a  divi* 
sion ;  and  Major  Gen.  Cooke  must  remain  at  Cadiz,  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  of  the  Sec  of  State,  notwithstanding  that  I  have  accounts  that 
the  blockade  is  raised. 

Your  Royal  Highness  will  have  been  informed  that  Major  Gen. 
Wheatley  died  at  the  Escurial  on  the  1st  inst. ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  add 
that  I  left  Major  Gen.  Hulse  very  unwell  at  Arevalo  on  the  4th,  and 
worse  accounts  have  since  been  received  of  him.  Major  Gen.  Hulse  is 
at  present  in  the  command  of  the  5th  division.  I  request  your  Royal 
Highness  will  therefore  let  me  know  what  arrangements  shall  be  made  for 
the  command  of  the  two  brigades  of  Guards  in  the  event  to  be  apprehended 
of  the  death  of  Major  Gen.  Hulse,  or  of  one  brigade  if  Major  Gen.  Hulse 
should  fortunately  recover.  As  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Gen.  Stopford's 
arrival  at  Lisbon,  I  can  receive  your  Royal  Highness'  commands  before 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  decide  whether  he  shall  resume  the  command  of 
the  brigade  now  with  the  army,  to  which  he  was  before  appointed  with 
your  Royal  Highness'  approbation. 

P.S.  Stpt,  8.  I  am  concerned  to  have  to  inform  your  Royal  Highness 
that  the  melancholy  event  which  I  expected  has  occurred :  Major  Gen. 
Hulse  died  yesterday  morning  at  10  o'clock,  at  Arevalo. 

*  The  late  Earl  of  Pomftet 
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To  Earl  BaUiunt  Valladolid,  7th  Sept.  1812. 

Upon  referring  to  my  dispatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  24th  July,  as 
printed  in  The  London  Gazette  of  the  16th  Aug.,  I  obserye,  that  although 
I  reported  my  sense  of  the  conduct  of  the  German  brigade  under  Major 
Gen.  Bock,  on  the  23d  July,  I  omitted  to  include  the  name  of  the  Major 
General  in  the  enumeration  which  the  dispatch  contains  of  officers  who 
had  opportunities  of  distinguishing  themselves. 

I  beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  rectifying  this  omission ;  and  of  assur-* 
ing  your  Lordship  that  the  Major  General  distinguished  himself  in  the 
operations  which  led  to  the  charge,  and  in  the  charge  made  by  the  gallant 
troops  under  his  orders,  as  he  has  upon  every  occasion  which  has  offered 
since  he  has  been  under  my  command* 

From  my  personal  observation,  and  the  reports  which  I  have  received 
since  the  action  of  the  22d  July,  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  omitted  the  names 
of  many  other  officers  who  had  opportunities  of  distinguishing  themselves ; 
and  in  a  case  in  which  all  did  their  duty  in  a  manner  so  honorable  to  them^ 
selves  and  to  their  country,  the  limits  of  a  dispatch  don't  permit  the  mention 
of  the  names  of  all  who  have  drawn  the  notice  of  their  superiors  by  their 
conduct.  I  must,  however,  correct  the  omission  of  which  I  have  been 
guilty  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Ck>L  ArentschUdt  and  the  Ist  hussars  of  the 
Legion,  who  were  highly  distinguished  by  their  conduct  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  day  of  the  22d  July ;  and  likewise  in  that  of  Lieut  Col. 
EUey,  A.A.G.,  who  attended  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton  throughout  the 
action,  was  wounded  by  a  bayonet  in  the  charge  made  by  Gen.  Le  Mar- 
chant's  brigade,  and  had  2  horses  killed  under  him. 

To  Earl  Bft&unt  YalladoUd,  7th  Sept.  1813.    . 

I  quitted  Madrid  on  the  1st  inst.,  in  order  to  direct  the  movements  of 
the  troops  ordered  to  be  collected  at  Arcvalo,  as  reported  in  my  dispatch  of 
the  30th  Aug. ;  to  which  I  subsequently  added  the  7th  division  of  infantry, 
and  Major  Gen.  Bock's  brigade  of  dragoons. 

We  moved  from  Arevalo  the  4th,  and  passed  the  Duero  on  the  6th,  at 
the  fords  of  Herrera  and  £1  Abrojo. 

After  Gen.  Foy  had  found  that  the  garrison  of  Astorga  had  surrendered 
by  capitulation,  he  returned  to  the  Esla,  and  marched  upon  Carvajales  with 
a  view  to  surprise  and  cut  off  the  corps  of  Portuguese  militia  which  had 
been  employed  under  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Conde  de  Amarante  in  the  blockade 
of  Zamora.  The  Lieut  General,  however,  made  good  his  retreat  without 
loss  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  and  Gen.  Foy  carried  off  the  garrison  of 
Zamora  on  the  29th  Aug.,  and  marched  for  Tordesillas. 

I  can't  avoid  drawing  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Conde  de  Amarante,  and  of  the  militia  under  his  command,  in  these 
operations.  The  zeal  of  the  militia  of  the  province  of  Tras  os  Montes  in 
voluntarily  serving  beyond  the  frontier  of  the  Kingdom,  deserves  the 
highest  commendation. 

The  whole  of  the  remains  of  the  *  Armie  de  Portugal^  having  been  thus 
collected  between  this  place  and  Tordesillas,  we  found  their  advanced 
guard  yesterday  strongly  posted  on  the  heights  of  La  Cistemiga,  and  I 
knew  that  there  was  a  considerable  body  of  troops  in  and  about  this  town. 
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A»  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  our  troops  had  crossed  the  Duero,  we  did 
no^  move  forward  till  this  morning.  The  enemy  retired  from  La  Cister- 
niga  during  the  nig^t ;  and  they  abandoned  the  town  on  our  approach  to  it 
in  the  morning,  and  crossed  the  Pisuerga,  and  blew  up  the  bridge.  They 
were  closely  followed  by  Lieut  Col.  the  Hon*  F.  Ponsonby  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  12th  light  dragoons  through  the  town ;  but  as  some  time 
had  elapsed  before  the  infontry  could  come  up,  the  enemy  could  not 
be  prevented  from  destroying  the  bridge.  They  then  retired  along  the 
right  of  the  Pisuerga  to  Duefias,  where  their  rear  will  probably  halt  this 
n^t. 

When  Gen.  Foy  moved  towards  Astorga,  the  army  of  Galicia  retired ; 
and  since  his  march  to  the  Duero,  they  have  again  advanced  to  the  Esla. 
I  have  requested  Gen.  Castanos,  who  is  now  with  the  Galician  army,  to 
move  forward  and  put  himself  in  immediate  communication  with  me;  and 
I  propose  to  push  the  '  ArmSe  de  PortugcU*  as  far  as  I  can,  preparatory  to 
the  operations  which  I  may  expect  to  the  southward. 

I  have  received  several  reports  that  Marshal  Soult  had  raised  the  block- 
ade of  Cadiz,  and  had  entirely  evacuated  Seville  about  the  25th  or  26tli 
Aug. ;  but  by  some  unaccountable  accident,  I  have  received  no  letter  from 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  since  the  25th,  nor  any  from  Cadiz  of  a  later  date  than 
the  17th.  I  give  credit,  however,  to  the  reports  to  which  I  have  above 
referred ;  and  I  shall  return  to  the  south  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  made 
acquainted  with  Soult's  progress. 

The  Empecinado  has  informed  me  that  Gen.  Villa  Campa  had  taken 
prisoners  the  troops  which  had  been  the  garrison,  and  had  evacuated 
Cuenca  after  the  surrender  of  the  Retire.  These  troops  amounted  to 
1000  men,  with  2  guns,  and  belonged  to  Suchet's  army. 

My  last  accounts  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Maitland  are  of  the  24th.  He  was 
then  in  Alicante.  Major  Gen.  Ross  had  returned  to  Carthagena  with  his 
detachment. 

To  Earl  Batiumt  ValUdoUd,  7th  Sept  1812. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  having  adverted  to  my 
expenses  in  this  country,  and  for  having  provided  for  them  so  handsomely. 
You  will  have  received  a  letter  from  me  on  this  subject  since  you  dis- 
patched yours  of  the  22d.  I  should  never  have  written  upon  it,  if  I  had 
not  incurred  an  enormous  expense  at  Madrid,  which  I  could  not  bear. 

To  the  Earl  of  UmpooL  Valladolid,  7th  Sept  18l!l. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  22d  Aug.,  in  which  you 
have  communicated  to  me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  His  Royal  Highness 
to  propose  to  Parliament  at  its  next  meeting,  to  grant  me  the  sum  of 
£100,000,  to  enable  me  to  support  suitably  the  honors  which  His  Royal 
Highness  has  recently  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me. 

I  request  your  Lordship  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
gratitude  to  His  Royal  Highness  for  all  his  favors ;  they  are  far  beyond  my 
hopes,  and  I  can  show  my  gratitude  for  them  only  by  continuing  to  serve 
His  Royal  Highness  with  the  same  zeal  and  devotion  which'  have  already 
acquired  for  me  such  substantial  proofs  of  His  Royal  Highness'  favor. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Liverpod.  Valladolid,  7th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  received  your  several  letters  to  the  22d  Aug.,  for  which  I  am  much 
ohiiged  to  you,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  pros- 
pect which  you  have  before  you.  I  still  think^  however,  that  you  will 
require  an  enlargement  of  the  basis  of  your  government,  in  order  to  carry 
on  your  business  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  have  not  heard  of  the 
young  men  who  are  in  office,  but  I  should  doubt  their  being  a  substitute 
for  Mr.  Canning. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  Pole  is  not  with  the  government  I  have 
always  been  on  the  best  terms  with  all  my  brothers,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  he  does  not  belong  to  a  government  which  I  am  serving,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  ao  kindly  treated. 

P.S.  You  will  see  that  I  have  got  Gen.  Maitland  at  Alicante.  I  have 
given  him  positive  instructions,  which  wiU  relieve  his  anxieties,  and  he 
will  have  nothing  to  do  but  fight  in  a  good  position  if  he  should  be 
attacked,  and  receive  his  provisions  from  the  sea;  in  the  mean  time  1>y 
having  an  army  at  Alicante,  I  diall  prevent  too  many  of  the  enemy  from 
leaving  Valencia  to  annoy  me  in  the  upper  country. 

71W  J.O.  to  Litta.  CoU  Robe^  R^.  7th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  several  enclosures  con- 
tained in  your  commimication  of  the  22d  ult.,  and  his  Excellency  is  sorry  to 
observe  in  the  jperusal  of  them  that  there  exist  such  abuses  in  the  artillery,  and 
desires  to  be  mformed  by  what  existing  order  a  subaltern  of  drivers  can  take 
away  from  the  brigade  to  which  he  is  attached  2  men  and  3  animals  without 
leave.  His  Excel^ncy  is  not  aware  when  it  has  occurred  in  any  other  corps  or 
department  (excepting  the  artillery)  that  an  officer  has  ventured  to  quit  it  without 
his  leave,  even  in  the  instance  of  removal  to  an  hospital.  I  am  therefore  to  re- 
quest Capt may  be  placed  in 'arrest  for  suffering  such  irregularities,  as  well 

as  Lieut. ,  and  to  observe  that  there  is  no  use  in  having  with  the  army  officers 

of  different  ranks,  if  those  of  the  superior  rank  do  not  do  their  duty  in  preventing 

irregularities  and  breaches  of  duty  by  those  of  inferior  rank.     Lieut is  to  be 

put  in  close  arrest,  and  in  such  to  be  forwarded  to  head  quarters. 

T%»ut,0.  to  Mi^'or  Gmu  (Mnton,  6tk  dhition,  7th  Sept.  1812. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  relative  to  the  succession  of  Lieut  Graves  to 
the  vacant  Brigade  Maiorship  in  the  6th  division,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Capt 
Hobart,  I  am  to  acquamt  you  that  his  Excellency  cannot  accede  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  subaltern  officer  to  that  Staff  situation. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  31st  Aug.,  and  I  conclude  this  will 
find  you  at  Truxillo,  or  possibly  farther  on.  It  appears  now  quite  clear 
that  Soult  has  evacuated  the  south-west  parts  of  Andalusia,  but  I  am  not 
certain  whether  he  will  direct  his  march  upon  Granada  or  upon  La  Mancha ; 
from  Drouet's  movement  upon  Cordova,  I  should  think  upon  Granada. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  I  beg  you  will  cross  the  Tagus  at  Al- 
maraz,  and  canton  your  troops  with  their  right  at  Almaraz,  and  their  left 

G.  O.  ,  Valladolid,  6th  Sept.  ISlf . 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  great  pleasure  lu  communicating  to  the  army  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Sec.  of  State.    (Thank*  for  SalamaHca.) 
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at  Oropesa.  Come  forward  yourself  to  Oropesa.  Col.  Diggens  com- 
mands a  regiment  of  Portuguese  cavalry  at  Plasencia,  or  thereabouts ; 
order  him  to  join  you.  Establish  letter  parties  from  Oropesa  through  the 
mountains  to  Avila,  and  thence  to  Arevalo,  to  communicate  with  the 
guides  of  this  army  which  are  there.  Establish  other  letter  parties  direct 
from  Oropesa  to  Madrid,  to  communicate  with  the  Light,  3d,  and  4th 
divisions,  and  Gen.  Alten's  cavalry  which  are  there.  Gen.  C.  Alten  is  the 
senior  officer.  Let  the  parties  understand  well  what  they  are  to  do,  and 
send  somebody  along  both  roads  to  ma\e  arrangements  that  men  and  horses 
may  be  fed. 

I  quitted  Madrid  on  the  1st,  and  came  here  with  the  1st,  5th,  6th,  and 
7th  divisions,  and  Gen.  Anson's,  Col.  Ponsonby's,  and  Major  Gen.  Bock's 
cavalry,  in  order  to  drive  Marmont's  parties  to  a  greater  distance  pre- 
paratory to  the  events  likely  to  occur  about  Madrid  and  the  Tagus.  We 
drove  them  from  hence  on  the  7th,  and  I  have  waited  here  to  receive 
accounts  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  and  shall  move  on  to-morrow ;  but  I 
shall  return  to  Madrid  as  soon  as  I  shall  hear  that  the  plot  thickens  to  the 
southward. 

TV>  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  Aug.,  regarding  the  Portuguese 
cavalry.  I  did  not  answer  the  former  one  upon  that  subject,  because  I 
wished  to  see  and  talk  to  D'Urban  before  I  wrote  to  you.  He  appears^ 
by  what  I  hear  from  Harvey,  anxious  that  the  proposed  punishment  should 
not  be  carried  into  execution ;  and  it  is  as  well,  therefore,  that  it  should 
be  left  alone.  As  for  sending  this  cavalry  to  the  rear,  that  is  impossible 
just  at  present  We  have  still  a  good  deal  upon  our  hands,  and  we  are 
worse  provided  with  cavalry  than  our  neighbours ;  and  a  body  commanded 
by  such  a  man  as  D'Urban,  even  though  they  will  not  fight,  are  better 
than  none.  In  fact,  they  behaved  infamously,  and  they  must  not  be 
employed  again  alone,  or  with  our  cavalry,  who  gallop  too  fast  for  them, 
but  only  as  they  were  on  the  22d  July,  viz.,  in  support  of  our  infantry, 
and  with  Engli^  dragoons  with  them. 

From  some  mistake  in  the  post  office.  Col.  Gordon  received  your  letter 
regarding  the  not  sending  you  the  distributions  before  I  received  that 
which  you  wrote  to  me  on  the  1st  inst ;  and  I  immediately  pointed  out  to 
him,  not  only  the  propriety  that  a  General  officer  in  your  station  should 
receive  the  distribution,  but  the  absolute  necessity  for  it,  in  order  to 
enable  you  and  your  Staff  to  carry  on  your  duty ;  and  I  desired  him  to 
alter  a  letter  he  wrote  to  you  from  Olm^o  accordingly. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  you 
wish  to  have  done  with  Assist  Provost  Mackay,  who  is  in  confinement 
at  Salamanca.  It  is  very  clear  to  me  that  he  knew  the  Portuguese  Serjeant 
was  Serjeant  of  the  guard,  and  he  had  no  right  to  confine  him ;  and  for  this, 
if  you  wish  it,  he  shall  be  dismissed  from  his  station.  But  what  is  to  be 
done  to  the  Portuguese  Serjeant  of  the  guard,  who  resisted  the  authority 
of  the  Provost,  and  protected  the  depredators?  As  for  Mackay's  releasing 
the  Serjeant,  I  believe  he  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  probably  the  confine- 
ment of  the  Serjeant  may  be  deemed  a  sufficient  punishment  for  his  offence. 
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The  office  of  Provoet  is  not  adverted  to  in  the  Mutiny  Act  and  Articles  of 
War ;  and  the  application  of  the  authority  of  the  British  Provost  to  the 
Portuguese  army  is  quite  irregular.  But  I  helieve  if  we  did  not  so  apply 
it,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  country  would  derive  but  little 
advantage  from  its  establishment. 

You  will  learn  the  news  here  from  my  dispatch. 

To  Lieut  GoL  Dalbiao,  4th  dngooot.*  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1812. 

1  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which  the 
late  Major  Gen.  Le  Marchant  was  President,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  sentences  were  agreed  to,  and  had  been  written  out,  but  the  Major 
General  had  omitted  the  formality  of  signing  them. 

The  Court  will  recollect  whether  this  is  the  fact,  and  if  it  is  so,  I  request 
you  to  sign  the  proceedings  in  presence  of  the  General  Court  Martial, 
annexing  to  them  a  minute  of  your  having  done  so  by  my  orders  conveyed 
in  this  letter. 

To  the  CominiMionen  of  Troiuport  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  duplicates  of  cartels  which  I  have  given  to 
Lieut  Col.  the  Visconde  de  Barbacena  of  the  12th  Portuguese  dnigoons, 
Lieut  Miranda  of  the  same  regiment,  and  Capt  Dynely  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
tillery ;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  them  delivered 
to  Lieut  Col.  Voirol,  Capt.  Gravelle,  and  Lieut  Londeaux,  and  have  those 
officers  sent  to  France  by  the  first  opportuniQr,  in  exchange  for  the  3  first 
mentioned. 

To  Hie  Excellency  C.  Stuart  Vidliidolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  31st  If  the  government  have 
any  funds  to  spare,  I  see  no  objection  to  their  buying  up  and  destroying 
paper  money. 

I  must  observe,  however,  that  the  Portuguese  paper  money  is  not  at  a 
discount,  in  relation  to  silver,  much  greater  than  the  excess  of  the  market 
price  of  silver  in  England  beyond  the  Mint  price,  by  which  excess  the 
depreciation  of  Bank  of  England  notes  is  estimated.  Now,  I  believe  that 
the  security  for  a  Bank  of  England  note  is  infinitely  better  than  that  for 
the  Portuguese  paper ;  and  it  is  no  bad  thing  if  the  regular  payment  of  the 
interest  has  brought  Uie  Portuguese  paper  to  a  par  nearly  with  Bank  notes. 

The  reason  why  the  payment  of  the  interest  has  not  materially  affected 
the  discount  is,  that  since  the  interest  has  been  paid,  the  paper  has  really 
been  in  circulation:  before,  it  was  not;  it  was  locked  up  in  our  chest, 
and  its  value  was  supported  solely  by  our  taking  it  in  payment  for  our 
bills  on  England.  But  we  could  go  on  no  longer  in  this  way ;  and  I  must 
have  prevented  the  Commissaries  from  taking  the  paper  at  all,  if  measures 
had  not  been  adopted  to  raise  its  credit  I  don't  see  exactly  what  part  our 
Commissaries  are  to  play  in  the  purchase  of  this  paper  by  the  government 
out  of  the  funds  allotted  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 

I  don't  know  what  business  Capt. has  to  communicate  at  all  with 

Dom  M.  Forjaz,  or  with  any  body  excepting  his  commanding  officer. 
*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  C.  Dalbiac,  K.C.H. 
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Does  Dom  M.  Forjaz  wish  that  the  enemy  should  have  plans  of  his  works  ? 
and  will  he  answer  for  his  Portuguese  militia,  &c.,  to  keep  the  prisoners 
employed  solely  on  the  road,  and  not  to  allow  them  to  see  the  works  ? 
The  prisoners  are  now  under  our  charge,  and  I  hope  that  not  a  man  of 
them  will  remain  at  Lishon. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Valladolid,  8tfa  Sept  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  No.  27, 
of  the  21  St  Aug. ;  and  I  heg  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  I  concur 
entirely  in  Sir  R.  Kennedy's  opinion  regarding  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing a  Board,  consisting  of  an  officer  of  the  army,  one  of  the  Commissariat, 
and  one  of  the  Department  of  Accounts,  to  consider  of  the  claims  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  British  army, 
for  which  they  may  not  possess  regular  vouchers. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1812. 

Since  I  wrote  my  dispatch.  No.  28,  I  have  received  a  dispatch  •  of  the 
29th  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  from  Llerena,  to  which  place  the 
General  had  moved  in  pursuit  of  the  troops  under  Gen.  Drouet  He 
sends  me  the  enclosed  letter  from  Col.  Skerrett,  who  commands  the 
British  and  Portuguese  troops  which  compose  part  of  the  detachment 
under  Gen.  La  Cruz,  from  which  I  learn  that  the  allies  had  entered  Seville 
on  the  27th. 

I  conclude  that  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  is  raised,  as  I  have  received 
several  accounts  of  the  destruction  of  military  stores  at  Seville  by  the 
enemy  before  they  withdrew  their  force  from  thence ;  but  I  have  received 
no  authentic  account  of  the  raising  of  the  blockade.  I  enclose  the  only 
one  which  I  have  received.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  move  to  the 
bridge  of  Almaraz  as  soon  as  he  finds  the  evacuation  of  Andalusia  decided 
upon.     I  beg  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  upon  these  events. 

I  have  halted  here  this  day  to  give  rest  to  the  troops,  which  have 
marched  for  several  days,  and  to  receive  intelligence  from  Gen.  Castanos. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  send  the  dispatches  by  the  messenger,  Mr.  Vick,  to  Coruiia,  in  hopes 
that  he  will  find  there  the  ship  Sylvia,  which  brought  him  to  Santander. 

I  understand  that  the  Earl  of  March,  whom  I  sent  to  Coruiia  from 
Cuellar  on  the  4th  Aug.,  in  consequence  of  Sir  H.  Popham's  offer  to 
send  a  vessel  to  England  with  any  dispatches  which  I  might  forward,  and 
who  arrived  at  Coruna  on  the  8th,  was  still  there  on  the  31st,  waiting  for 
a  vessel  to  convey  him. 

I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  my  letter  of  the  1 3th  Aug., 
regarding  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  packets  on  their 
passage  to  and  from  Lisbon, 

To  Earl  Bathurrt.  Valladolid,  8th  Sept  1813. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  and  to  the  government  for  all  that  has 
been  done  for  me,  for  which  I  have  requested  Lord  Liverpool  to  thank 
the  Prince  Regent.* 

♦  Adranced  \o  the  dignify  of  Marquis  of  Wellington,  18th  Aug.  1812. 
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1  shall  receive  with  gratitude  any  honor  which  His  Royal  Highness 
may  think  proper  to  confer  upon  me,  hut  the  addition  proposed  to  my 
arms  is  the  last  which  would  have  occurred  to  me.  It  carries  with  it  an 
appearance  of  ostentation,  of  which  I  hope  I  am  not  guilty ;  and  it  will 
scarcely  be  credited  that  I  did  not  apply  for  it.  However,  I  prefer  the 
addition  proposed  by  your  Lordship  *  to  that  proposed  by  Lord  Wei- 
lesley. 

I  am  quite  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the .    I  always  thought 

the  Order  of  the  Bath  that  mark  of  the  King's  favor  which  it  was  most 
desirable  to  an  officer  to  receive ;  and  I  mentioned  it  to  you,  as  I  thought 

it  likely  it  would  be  agreeable  to .     It  might  be  very  proper 

to  create  him  a  Peer,  but  I  would  not  propose  such  an  arrangement  to 
government.  Even  if  it  had  been  proper  that  I  should  do  so  for  any 
officer,  I  should  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  make  government 
acquainted  with  what  I  know  are  *  *  *  *  'g  feelings  on  this  subject.  He 
was  much  disappointed  and  hurt  that  this  mark-of  the  King's  favor  was 
not  conferred  upon  him  when  the  restrictions  ceased,  and  I  really  believe 
that  his  regard  for  me  alone  prevented  him  from  resigning  his  situation. 

If had  been  made  a  Peer,  I  really  believe  he  would  have 

resigned,  notwidistanding  that  he  is  junior  to .      But  your 

Lordship  is  aware  that  we  none  of  us  act  discreetly  in  cases  in  which  our 
own  passions  are  concerned;  and  I  believe  that  my  friend  *  *  *  *  ig 
anxious  to  obtain  this  honor  for  the  very  reason  which  would  induce  the 
government  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  granting  it  to  him. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  the  assistance  of  Gen.  Fane,  but  we  have 
no  vacancy  at  present  in  the  cavalry.  The  situation  he  held  with  Gen. 
Hill  is  6lled  by .  But  he  is  a  Lieut.  General,  and  must  con- 
tinue in  that  situation ;  and  unless  Fane  should  get  the  brigade  of  Horse 
Guards,  there  is  not  even  a  brigade  of  cavalry  vacant  for  him. 

Upon  referring  to  my  dispatch,  I  observe  that  as  it  relates  to  the  affair 
with  the  rear  guard  on  the  23d,  as  well  as  to  the  action  of  the  22d,  I  ought 
to  have  mentioned  Gen.  Bock;  but  I  did  not  mention  him,  because  neitlier 
he  nor  the  German  brigade  were  engaged  in  the  general  action.  I  shall 
correct  this ;  but  I  would  suggest  to  your  Lordship,  that  as  this  was  a 
general  action,  in  which  all  the  troops  were  at  least  in  the  cannonade,  and 
all  shared  in  the  pursuit,  even  though  not  engaged  in  the  action,  all  the 
General  officers  present  should  receive  the  thanks  of  Parliament.     I  am 

*  Whitehall,  25Ui  Ang.  1813. 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the  bdialf  of  His  Majeitj,  hath  been 
gfacioualy  pleaaed,  hj  an  etpecid  warrant,  to  grant  unto  Arthur,  Harquis  of  Wellington, 
Knight  Companion  of  the  most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  His  Majesty^s  forces  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  His  Majesty's  Royal  license  and 
pcimissioD  that  he  and  his  descendants  may  bear,  as  a  Royal  augmentation,  m  tkt  dtrttr 
OMoifer  9fthe  arwu  of  H'eOimgtony  An  Ricochkon,  charged  with  the  Crosses  of  St  George, 
St  Andrew,  and  St  Patrick,  hemg  tht  Union  hadgo  <^ih$  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
ami  Irdand^  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  the  glorious  and  transcendent  achieremenfes  of  the 
said  Arthur,  Marquis  ^  Wellington,  on  rartous  important  occasions,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  the  recent  brilliant  and  decisire  rictory  obtained  over  the  French  army  by  the 
troopi  under  his  command,  near  Salamanca,  on  the  22d  July  last ;  such  Royal  augment- 
ation being  first  duly  exemplified  according  to  the  laws  of  Arms,  and  recorded  in  the 
Heralds*  C^lege.  And  also  to  command  that  this  especial  mark  of  His  Majesty's  Royal 
favor  be  registered  in  this  College  of  Arms. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«4  SPAIN.  . 

aware  that  this  is  a  question  of  Parliamentary  practice,  in  which  I  may  be 
wrong, 

I  have  no  particular  partiality  to  my  son's  title ;  but  as  the  King  had 
conferred  it  upon  me,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  apply  to  have  it  altered. 
I  believe  he  ought  to  be  an  Earl ;  and  as  the  Earldom  is  not  of  that  title, 
I  believe  there  must  be  some  alteration.  I  have  no  desire,  however,  that 
the  title  itself  should  be  altered,  nor  even  that  my  son  should  be  made  an 
Earl,  unless  it  should  be  necessary. 

Thi  A,0,  to  QfficgrM  commanding  at  hoipitai  ttations.  Sth  Sept  1812. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the ,  requiring  further  instructions  relative  to 

the  march  of  convalescents,  &c.  from  the  depdt  under  your  command,  I  am  to 
acquaint  you  tliat  you  are  in  future  to  abide  by  such  directions  in  the  performance 
of  this  service  as  you  have  already  received,  or  may  hereafter  receive,  from  the 
Q.  M.  Gen. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C  Beresford,  K.B.  ValUdoUd,  9th  Sept  181X 

As  I  understand  that  Gen.  Hamilton  is  still  very  unwell,  and  as  the 
Conde  de  Amarante  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  now  have  little  to  do  in  Tras 
OS  Montes,  I  wish  you  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
appoint  him  to  command  Hamilton's  division  during  the  absence  of  the 
latter.     I  only  suggest  this  for  your  consideration. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart.,  K.B.  Valladolid,  9th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5th,  and  I  imagine  that  CoL 
Elley  has  been  troubling  you  on  subjects  on  which  he  might  have  relied 
on  my  exertions  in  his  favor.  In  regard  to  his  promotion,  I  enclose  you 
what  Torrens  says  of  it  The  Duke  of  York  says  the  same.  It  is  not 
given  to  him  now,  because  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  unwilling  to  make 
a  precedent  of  giving  an  officer  the  rank  of  Colonel  by  brevet  as  a  reward 
for  service.  Whether  right  or  wrong,  this  is  a  reason  which  cannot  be 
overcome. 

I  did  CoL  Elley  an  injustice  in  not  mentioning  his  name  in  my  dispatch 
of  the  24th ;  and  I  declare  I  thought  I  had  mentioned  it.  However,  I 
corrected  this  omission  in  a  dispatch  I  wrote  yesterday  respecting  him  and 
other  officers ;  but  I  am  not  certain  that  I  have  not  so  far  done  him  an 
injury  by  attending  to  his  wishes  upon  this  subject,  as  that  his  promotion 
will  be  delayed. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Duke  of  York  will  not  make  the  precedent  of 
promoting  for  service  to  the  rank  of  Colonel.  Hiis  shows  that  a  man  is 
not  the  best  judge  of  what  is  good  for  himself. 

In  regard  to  Capt. ,  I  can't  recommend  him  now ;  but  I  will  on 

the  first  occasion  that  offers.  He  likewise  has  done  himself  a  great  in- 
jury by  writing  an  intemperate  letter,  which  I  ought  not  to  have  for- 
warded for  him,  respecting  the  promotion  of  Major ;  and  the  fact 

turned  out  to  be,  that  his  money  for  the  purchase  was  not  forthcomings 
according  to  the  regulations :  another  proof  that  we  are  none  of  us  the 
best  judges  in  cases  in  which  we  are  personally  concerned. 

I  wish  to  God  you  were  well.*  Matters  are  going  on  famously.  HilFa 
*  Wounded  at  SaUunanca. 
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corps  will  soon  be  across  the  Tagus ;  and  I  shall  have  the  whole  army 
either  together  or  in  close  communication.  The  blockade  of  Cadiz  is 
raised,  Seville  evacuated,  and  Soult  retiring  through  Andalusia. 

I  am  about  to  join  here  with  the  Galician  army,  and  to  pudi  the  French 
as  far  as  I  can,  and  then  return  with  some  of  the  troops,  particularly  the 
heavy  cavalfy,  towards  Madrid.  I  have  ordered  the  2d  Jiussars  round 
from  Cadiz. 

A  Don  F.  X.  Casta&N.  Valladolid,  oe  9  Sept  181X 

Je  vous  envoie  mon  aide  de  camp,  le  Col.  Gordon,  pour  vous  ezpliquer 
I't^tat  des  affaires,  et  pour  vous  montrer  combien  il  est  urgent  que  Tarmee 
de  Gralice  se  mette  en  communication  avec  nous  le  plutdt  possible,  et  que 
je  puisse  toumer  toute  mon  attention  k  notre  drqite. 

L'infanterie  de  Tavant-garde  a  march^  ce  matin  vers  Duenas,  oh  I'armt^ 
lea  suivra  demain.  Les  Fran^ais  etaient  bier  matin  k  Duenas.  Je  mettrai 
mon  quarUer  gt^^ral  demain  k  Cabezon  ou  k  Cigales. 

C'est  vraiment  tres  important  que  je  puisse  m'aboucber  avec  vous ;  sans 
quoi  nous  courons  risque  de  perdre  ]a  Castille  en  gagnant  TAndalousie  et 
la  Valence.  Mais  nous  garderons  tous  trois  si  nous  pouvons  faire  un  bon 
arrangement  pour  ces  pays  ci.  Le  blocus  de  Cadiz  est  leve,  nos  troupes 
sont  entrt^es  k  StSville ;  Soult  est  en  pleiue  marche  pour  evacuer  I'Anda- 
lousie.  II  reste  k  savoir  par  oh  il  passera.  S'il  passe  par  Granade,  nous 
avons  le  temps  pour  tout ;  s'il  vient  par  La  Manche,  il  faut  que  je  re- 
toume  tout  de  suite  k  Madrid. 

To  Major  Gen.  Cooke.  *  Valladolid,  9th  Sept  1813. 

You  will  have  received  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of  State  to  send  to  Lisbon 
the  3d  batt.  1st  Foot  Guards,  which  were  to  be  relieved,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, by  the  2d  batt.  59th  regt. ;  and  I  conclude  that  you  will  have 
carried  those  orders  into  execution  before  you  will  receive  this  letter. 

In  the  course  of  yesterday  and  this  day,  I  have  received  accounts  to 
which  I  give  credit,  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  raised  the  blockade  of 
Cadiz,  and  it  is  now  necessary  that  I  should  give  you  the  instructions 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Sec.  of  State  for  your  guidance,  in  case  of 
the  occurrence  of  this  event.* 

You  will  withdraw  the  British  garrison  from  Tarifa,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Royal  artillei^  and  engineers,  who  are  to  continue  to  construct  the 
works  and  buildings  on  the  island  till  further  orders. 

The  following  troops  are  to  be  embarked  and  sent  round  to  Lisbon 
without  loss  of  time,  unless  you  should  have  the  means  of  transport,  &c., 
so  as  to  enable  you  to  march  them  through  the  country,  viz. : 

Detachment  of  the  2d  hussars,  K.  G.  L. ;  20Ui  Poituguese  regt. ;  3d  batt  Ist 
Foot  Guards ;  detachment  2d  batt.  95th  regt ;  company  of  the  Royal  Stall  corps; 
2d  batt  87th  regt;  Capt  Owen's  and  CipL  Dickson's  companies  of  artillery; 
all  the  artillery  horses  and  mules,  excepting  170  horses;  artillery  drivers  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  horses  and  mules  sent 

Col.  Skerrett  must  come  in  command  of  these  troops. 

If  you  should  be  able  to  equip  the  troops  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  bo 

•  See  p.  74. 
VOL.  VI.  ' 
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enabled  to  march  through  tlie  country,  they  must  move  by  Seville,  Monas" 
terio,  Medellin,  Truiillo,  &c. 

In  case  the  troops  should  land  at  Lisbon,  Col.  Skerrett  will  have  in- 
structions from  Gen.  Peacocke  for  his  guidance.  If  they  should  march, 
he  must  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  communicate  with  Gen.  Hill,  and 
through  him  ^ith  me.  If  he  should  have  any  sick  with  his  detachment  in 
passing  through  Estremadura,  he  must  send  them  to  Gen.  Hill's  hospitals 
at  Elvas,  from  the  British  magazines  at  which  place  he  may  draw  sup- 
plies ;  giving  notice  to  the  Commissary  there  of  his  wants,  and  sending 
means  of  transport  to  convey  what  he  will  require. 

If  tlie  troops  should  march,  they  must  have  with  them  the  necessary 
officers  of  the  Commissariat,  Medical  department,  &c.,  and  each  man  must 
be  equipped  with  a  blanket,  as  well  as  his  great  coat ;  they  must  likewise 
carry  a  bill  hook  for  10  men.  The  men  must  be  provided  with  tin  camp 
kettles,  one  for  6  men ;  which  they  must  carry.  If  there  should  be  no  tin 
camp  kettles,  they  must  have  those  made  of  cast  iron,  which  must  be  car-^ 
ried  on  mules,  one  for  the  kettles  of  each  company.  There  must  be  a 
mule  to  carry  the  entrenching  tools  of  each  regiment;  one  to  carry  the 
Paymaster's  books ;  and  one  the  Surgeon's  chest  of  each  regiment 

If  the  troops  should  march,  you  will  send  with  them  a  9  pounder  bri* 
gade  of  ordnance,  and  one  hospital  waggon  for  each  battalion,  drawn  by 
6  of  the  waggon  train  horses,  if  you  should  have  any  hospital  waggons  at 
Cadiz. 

I  have  received  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of  State  to  desire  that  you  will 
stay  in  command  of  the  British  troops  which  will  remain  at  Cadiz  and 
Carthagena,  consisting  of 

4  companies  of  the  Royal  artillery ;  artillery  drivers ;  engineers ;  2d  batt.  47tli 
regt. ;  2d  batt  67th  re^t ;  waggon  train ;  De  Watte ville's  regt ;  battalion  of 
foreign  recruits;  170  artillery  horses. 

In  case  the  2d  batt.  59th  regt  should  have  arrived  at  Cadiz  before  you 
will  receive  this  order,  you  will  send  either  that  battalion,  or  the  2d  batt. 
47th  regt.,  with  Col.  Skerrett's  detachment,  according  to  your  judgment 
which  of  the  2  is  most  fit  for  service  in  the  field.  Whenever  the  2d 
batt.  59th  regt.  shall  arrive  after  you  shall  have  carried  these  orders  into 
execution,  you  will  send  to  Lisbon  whichever  of  that  battalion,  or  the  2d 
batt  47th  regt.,  is  most  fit  for  service,  retaining  at  Cadiz  one  British 
battalion. 

I  beg  you  to  lay  these  instructions  before  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Cadiz,  for  the  information  of  the  Spanish  government. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  R  Wdletley,  K.B.  Valladolid,  9th  Sept  1813. 

Major  Gen.  Cooke  will  lay  before  you  the  instructions  which  I  have 
sent  him  in  consequence  of  the  information  which  I  have  received,  which 
renders  it  probable  that  the  enemy  have  raised  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and 
have  evacuated  the  south  west  part  of  Andalusia. 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  congratulate  the  Spanish  government 
on  this  event;  and  at  the  same  time  convey  to  them  the  following  sugges- 
tions. The  experience  which  I  have  acquired  in  military  affairs  has 
taught  me  not  to  rely  implicitly  on  any  prosperous  state  of  affairs.     An 
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aciSident,  irifiing  probably,  abstractedly,  may  be  attended  by  the  mo«t 
important  consequences ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  prudent  government, 
by  precautions  to  prevent,  or  at  all  events  diminish,  the  evil  which 
may  result  from  such  accidents.  I  earnestly  recommend  to  them^ 
therefore, 

lat ;  To  keep  up  the  works  which  have  been  formed  at  the  Isla  and 
Cadiz  at  such  vast  labor  and  expense ;  and  never  to  leave  that  place  with- 
out a  respectable  garrison.  With  this  view,  and  to  take  care  of  the  stores 
belonging  to  the  British  government  which  are  there,  I  have  desired  that 
some  troops  might  remain  at  Cadiz. 

2dly;  To  have  all  the  enemy's  works  completely  destroyed,  and  all  the 
guns  and  stores  in  them,  in  the  lines  of  the  Guadalete  and  in  Seville,  &c., 
removed  to  Cadiz  without  loss  of  time. 

3dly ;  To  secure  the  Peninsula  of  the  Trocadero  by  good  works,  in  the 
same  manner  as  has  been  done  with  the  Isla,  and  the  communication 
between  the  Isla  and  Cadiz. 

I  have  above  recommended  to  the  Spanish  government  nothing  of  which 
I  have  not  myself  set  the  example.  All  the  works  which  saved  Portugal 
in  ISIO,  and  will,  I  trust,  eventually  save  the  Peninsula,  are  kept  in  the 
most  perfect  state ;  and  many  improvements  have  been  made  to  them, 
and  additional  works  have  been  constructed  since  the  French  have  been 
obliged  to  retire  from  Portugal.  On  the  same  principle,  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  British  army  is  now  employed  in  the  repair  and  improvement  of 
the  works  of  Badajoz ;  and  the  works  of  all  the  towns  on  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal  are  kept  in  the  best  state,  and  the  towns  are  sufficiently  garrisoned 
to  preserve  them  against  a  oottp  de  main, 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  it  not  the  case  in  respect  to  Badajoz  or 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  In  the  former  place,  I  understand  that  there  are  not 
more  than  700  men ;  and  in  respect  to  the  latter,  the  Governor  informed 
me  some  days  ago,  that  he  could  not  afford  a  detachment  of  250  men  to 
escort  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  Retiro,  till  they  should  be  relieved  by 
the  garrison  of  Almeida.  The  consequence  of  any  check  to  the  allied 
armies  which  would  oblige  them  to  retire  upon  either  of  those  places, 
would  be  the  fall  of  the  place  for  want  of  a  garrison  to  defend  it 

I  recommend  tiiat  Gen.  Ballesteros'  army  should  be  reinforced  as  far  as 
may  be  possible,  and  that  it  should  carry  on  operations  at  all  times  between 
the  enemy  on  the  one  side,  and  Cadiz  and  Seville  on  the  other ;  taking  care 
not  to  be  committed. 

I  have  ordered  Gen.  Hill  to  draw  nearer  to  me,  and  he  will  cross  the 
Tagus,  and  move  towards  Madrid.  I  shall  thus  have  the  whole  of  the 
allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  collected^  and  communicating  by  a 
short  communication. 

I  shall,  I  hope,  be  in  communication  with  the  army  of  Galicia  by  my 
left ;  with  the  army  of  Estremadura  by  my  right ;  imd  I  am  alntady  in 
communication  with  the  troops  under  Gen.  0*Donell  from  Madrid.  Thus, 
Cten.  Ballesteros  will  always  be  on  the  left  flank  or  rear  of  the  enemy, 
'While  I  shall  be  in  their  front ;  supported  by  the  Spanish  armies  of  Galicia, 
Estreraadura,  and  Murcia;  and  it  may  be  hoped  that,  unless  some  accident 
happens,  they  will  not  be  long  on  this  side  of  the  Ebro. 
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T%t  J,Q.  to  Lieut.  Col,  Robe,  R.A.  9th  Sept.  1813. 

I  have  duly  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  several  explana- 
tions contained  in  your  letter  df  the  8tli  iiist.  relative  to  Lieut.  ,  of  the 

Royal  artillery ;  and  I  am  further  to  request  you  will  acquaint  me  for  his  Excel- 
lencv's  information,  1st ;  whether  an  officer  of  the  artillery,  or  artillery  drivers, 
receiving  the  allowance  of  bAt  and  forage  money,  is  entitled  by  the  regulations  of 
the  Q.  M.  Gen.  of  ihe  ordnance  to  one  public  mule  for  his  personal  baggage :  and, 
2d]y ;  whether  by  the  same  authority  one  baggage  animal  is  appropriated  to  t))« 
carriage  of  the  necessaries,  &c.  of  2  drivers.  His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
xlesire  that  Capt  — -, —  may  be  immediately  released  from  his  arrest. 

Memorandum  for  the  CommiHary  General.  Cigales,  10th  Sept  1813. 

As  6  squadrons  of  the  Life  and  Horse  Guards  are  coming  out  to  Lisbon, 
consisting  of  900  horses,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for 
providing  this  brigade  with  the  regulated  number  of  mules  to  attend  them, 
Tiz.,  450. 

These  mules  might  be  hired  in  Estremadura,  and  might  be  collected 
for  them  at  Elvas,  Badajoz,  and  Campo  Maior.  The  Commissary  Gen.  is 
requested  to  report  the  progress  in  obtaining  these  mules. 

Aa  G^.  Santocildes.  Duefias,  ce  12  Sept.  1812,  4  8  heorei  du  matin. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  d'hier  k  9  hcures  du  soir.  II  est  bien 
vrai  que  je  vous  ai  donn<J  rendez-vous  k  Valladolid,  mais  c'titait  pour  le  6 
ou  le  1,  et  non  pour  le  12;  et  depuis  je  n'ai  jamais  pu  vous  dire  od  vous 
devriez  aller,  parceque  jusqu'aujourd*hui  je  n'ai  pas  su  oh  vous  <5tiez.  II 
y  a  trois  jours  que  mon  aide  de  camp  est  alltS  vous  chercher  et  le  Gt^n.  Gas- 
tanos,  par  la  route  qu'on  m'avait  indiquc^  que  vous  prendriez. 

J'esperais  que,  sachant  que  j'tStais  bier  k  Dueiias,  vous  vous  seriez 
rapprochcl  de  moi  aujourd'hui ;  mais  je  vols  que  vous  en  ^tes  plus  ^loignt^ 
et  que  tous  avez  continue  toujours  votre  marche  sur  Valladolid. 

A  present  je  vous  prie  de  rassembler  vos  troupes  le  14  a  Palencia. 

Je  pars  tout  de  suite  pour  Magaz.  Mes  troupes  ont  marcli^  ce  matin, 
et  continueront  de  s'avancer. 

To  Deo  Ramon  Nobleio  y  Loiemo.  Magai,  12th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  liad  ^e  honor  of  receiving  your  letter,  and  a  most  beautiful  pair 
of  pistols  which  you  have  forwarded  to  me ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  return  you 
my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  which  you  have  done  by  sending 
me  this  beautiful  present. 

Memonmdum  for  the  Q.  M.  G.  Hagas,  12di  Sept.  1812. 

It  18  necessary  that  arrangements  should  be  made  at  an  early  period  for 
bringing  up  the  clothing  of  the  troops  which  should  be  put  on  them  about 
Christmas. 

There  are  two  great  roads  by  which  to  communicate  with  the  army,  viz.^ 
that  by  Badajoz  and  that  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Besides  these,  there  is  that 
by  CasteUo  Branco  and  Plasencia ;  but  this  falls  into  the  road  from  Badajoz 
to  Madrid,  and  difficulties  might  be  experienced  in  using  it  Indeed  the 
only  roads  which  can  be  used  for  this  or  any  other  purpose  are  thooe  upon 
which  previous  arrangements  will  be  made. 

Th«  clothing  for  the  troops  in  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  Light  divisional  and 
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Gen.  Alien's,  Gen.  Slade*8,  and  Gen.  Long's  brigades  of  cavalry,  might  be 
sent  by  Elvas  and  Badajoz;  that  for  the  Ist,  5th,  6th,  and  1th  divisions, 
Col.  Ponsonby's,  Gen.  Bock's,  and  Gen.  Anson's  cavalry,  by  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

The  three  modes  of  communicating  with  Badajoz  should  be  adopted,  viz., 
by  the  Alcacer  do  Sal  river,  by  the  Tagus  to  Abrantes,  and  by  the  great 
road  from  Aldea  Gallega.  Each  road  should  be  allotted  for  the  baggage 
of  one  or  two  divisions. 

The  clothing  which  is  to  come  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo  should  be  transported 
from  Lisbon  to  Oporto  or  to  Figueira,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mondego. 
From  Oporto  it  must  come  by  water  to  Barca  d'Alva,  and  from  thence  to 
Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo  in  carts.  From  Figueira  it  must  come  up 
the  Mondego  in  boats  as  fieur  as  Foz  DSo,  and  thence  in  carts  by  Celorico 
to  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

Each  mode  should  be  allotted  to  one  or  more  divisions. 

The  only  mode  of  arranging  this  carriage  of  the  clothing  forward  ^m 
Elvas  and  Badajoz,  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  is  to  have  the  work  done 
by  stages. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  clothing  for  each  regiment  will  require  on  an 
average  30  carts,  and  it  is  supposed  that  in  the  manner  above  proposed 
there  will  not  be  much  difficulty  in  transporting  the  clothing  to  Elvas  and 
Badajoz,  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

The  Commissary  Gen.  should  then  make  arrangements  for  working 
carts  at  certain  stages  on  the  great  military  lines  of  Sakmanca,  Arevalo,  Ac, 
from  Ciudad  Rodrigo;  and  of  Merida,  Truxillo,  the  bridge  of  Almaraz, 
Oropesa,  Talavera,  from  Elvas  and  Badajoz. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  same  number  of  carts,  or  rather  carts  to  carry  the 
same  weight,  should  be  at  each  stage. 

The  A.  Q.  M.  G.  at  Lisbon  would  then  send  off  the  clothing,  for  which 
commanding  officers  of  regiments  should  be  directed  to  write  by  one  of 
the  lines  of  communication  to  Elvas  and  Badajoz,  or  Almeida  and  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  as  above  arranged. 

The  officer  of  the  Commissariat  at  Aldea  Gallega,  Abrantes,  Alcacer  do 
Sal,  Oporto,  and  Figueira,  Barca  d'Alva  and  Foz  Dab,  should  be  directed 
to  find  means  of  conveyance  for  the  clothing  of  those  places  respectively 
on  the  requisition  of  the  officers  or  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge 
of  it. 

An  officer  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department  should  be  stationed  at  Elvas, 
and  another  at  Almeida,  to  communicate  with  the  officers  of  the  Commis- 
sariat, and  to  regulate  the  loading  and  departure  of  the  clothing  of  the 
several  regiments,  which  should  be  sent  on  in  succession  by  stages.  Ac- 
cording to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  all  the  clothing  of  the  army  would 
reach  the  regiments  in  about  8  or  10  weeks,  supposing  that  the  stages  of 
the  carts  did  not  require  more  than  a  week  for  each  trip,  and  that  there 
were  carts  in  sufficient  numbers  to  carry  the  clothing  of  two  regiments  at 
a  time. 

The  officers  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department  at  Elvas  or  Badajoz,  or  at 
Almeida,  or  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  should  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Q.  M.  G. 
the  arrival  and  departure  of  tlie  clothing  of  each  regiment  at  or  from  that 
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Station,  specifying  in  charge  of  whom,  and  upon  how  many  carriages 
loaded. 

The  officer  of  the  CommiBsariat  at  each  stage  on  the  road  should  report 
when  the  clothing  of  any  regiment  passes  his  stage,  in  charge  of  whom, 
and  on  how  many  carts  loaded ;  by  which  means  it  would  be  known  at  all 
times  what  progress  the  clothing  should  make,  and  where  the  clothing  of 
every  regiment  might  be. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Magai,  12th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  Aug.  I  don't  know  what  to 
recommend  to  you  about  the  government  It  appears  to  me  that  every 
thing  in  which  the  Spaniards  are  concerned  is  going  on  as  badly  as 
possible ;  and  I  really  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  country  who  is 
capable  of  comprehending,  much  less  of  conducting,  any  great  concern. 
If  there  was,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  endeavor  to  have  him  appointed 
to  the  government.  As  it  is,  things  cannot  well  be  worse  than  they  are, 
and  it  is  better  that  we  should  not  interfere  in  any  way. 

As  for  military  matters  in  this  quarter,  I  wrote  to  Castanos  from  Madrid 
on  the  30th,  to  tell  him  that  I  was  going  to  move  upon  Valladolid,  and 
eventually  to  drive  the  French  across  the  Ebro,  if  I  had  time;  and 
requesting  that  the  army  of  Galicia  might  join  me  at  Valladolid,  where  I 
should  be  on  the  6th.  He  says  he  did  not  receive  my  letter  of  the  30th, 
nor  another  I  wrote  him  on  the  3d  from  Arevalo,  till  the  7th.  But  the 
fact  is  that  I  marched  from  Madrid  to  Valladolid,  halted  one  day  and 
turned  out  the  French,  before  the  courier  could  carry  my  letter  to  Cas- 
tanos.  Then  Santocildes  has  been  6  days  marching.  He  was  yesterday 
within  3  leagues  of  us,  and  knew  it  last  night,  but  he  has  this  morning 
moved  to  Valladolid,  8  leagues  from  us ;  and  unless  I  halt  2  days  for  him^ 
he  will  not  join  us  for  4  or  5  days.  Then,  out  of  30,000  men  that  they 
feed  in  Galicia,  he  has  only  brought  11,000  in&ntry  and  350  cavalry  to 
join  us! 

What  do  you  think  of  his  losing  all  the  guns  and  stores  we  took  in 
Valladolid  in  the  pursuit  of  Marmont's  army,  and  400  of  the  prisoners  ? 
Then  I  desired  him  to  proclaim  the  Constitution  forthwith,  but  having 
delayed  it  h  moMma^  the  French  returned,  and  the  Constitution  was  not 
proclaimed  till  I  drove  them  out  the  other  day. 

I  certainly  did  right  in  proclaiming  the  Constitution  at  Madrid  the  day 
after  I  entered  it.  I  did  the  same  at  Valladolid^  and  I  shall  do  the  same 
wherever  I  go. 

To  Earl  Batbunt  Magax,  I2th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th.  My  dispatch  of  the  18th  Aug. 
will  have  shown  you  what  description  of  ordnance  I  wished  to  have ;  and 
I  write  to  Gen.  Peacocke  to  desire  him  not  to  send  the  12  pounders. 

I  was  misled  by  Sir  H.  Popham  to  send  March  to  Coruua  from  Cuellar. 
He  arrived  there  in  4  days,  but  there  was  no  vessel  to  take  him  away  till 
the  31st 

I  assure  your  Lordship  that  you  can  depend  no  more  upon  the  reports 
of than  you  can  upon  those  of  any  body  else ;  and  I  earnestly 
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recommend  to  goyernment  to  publish  respecting  the  army  only  what 
comes  from  myself.  I  write  a  report  once  a  week,  which  contains  all 
occurrences,  and  I  should  think  that  the  public  might  be  satisfied  with 
these  reports.  It  might  have  been  as  well  also  if  Sir  H.  Popham's 
exultation  upon  the  success  of  his  operations  in  diverting  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  from  me,  had  not  been  published.  I  mention  this  because  I 
know  that  the  French  act  a  good  deal  upon  any  information  from  our 
papers,  which  they  deem  at  all  authentic 

Your  Lordship  will  see  that  Andalusia  has  been  evacuated  and  the  siege 
of  Cadiz  raised;  but  I  don't  much  like  the  way  in  which  affairs  are 
situated.  I  can't  get  the  Spaniards  to  make  an  exertion  for  themselves ; 
and  they  are  really  more  backward  in  the  military  art  than  I  had  thought 
it  possible.  Of  30,000  men  who  are  fed  as  soldiers  in  Galicia,  Santocildes 
has  brought  into  Castille  only  11,000  ragged  infantry  and  350  cavalry, 
and  I  canH  prevail  on  these  to  make  a  direct  movement  to  join  me.  The 
object  of  our  operation  to  the  north  is  therefore  making  but  slow  progress, 
and  I  fear  that  I  shall  have  to  return  to  Madrid  without  having  accom- 
plished it. has  contrived  to  quarrel  with and  ,  and 

be  is  here  instead  of  being  at  the head  quarters 

I  have  a  letter  from  Sir  R.  Hill  of  the  4th,  from  Castuera,  but  he  had 
not  received  my  orders  to  approach  the  Tagus,  which  river  I  have  since 
sent  him  orders  to  cross^  Here  also  there  will^  I  am  afraid,  be  some 
delay. 

Aa  Ote.  Dumouriei.  Torquemada,  ce  12  Sept.  1813. 

n  y  a  long  temps  que  je  ne  vous  ai  pas  t^rit,  car  je  savals  que  je  ne 
))ourrai8  vous  rien  apprendre  que  vous  ne  trouveriez  pas  dans  mes  dt^p^ches. 
Enfin  yoilk  le  blocus  de  Cadiz  levt^,  et  I'Andalousie  ^vacutfe  par  les 
Francis,  par  les  suites  d'un  mouvement  en  Castille,  et  de  la  bataille  de 
Sahunanque  et  ses  suites.  Tout  le  monde  parait  vouloir  se  rassembler  en 
Valence ;  et  en  attendant  que  les  plans  se  d<^veloppenl,  que  les  troupes  du 
Gem^ral  Hill  s'avancent  d'Estremadure,  et  que  les  troupes  Espagnoles 
puissent  se  rassembler,  je  chasseni  les  parties  de  Tarmt^  de  Marmont  du 
Duero;  et  je  lee  pousserai  aussi  loin  que  je  le  pourrai,  et  je  t&cherai 
d'^tablir  une  tx>nne  communication  entre  les  dt^tachemens  Anglo  Portugais 
que  je  dois  laisser  ici,  et  I'armt^  de  la  Galice,  afin  d'assurer  ma  gauche 
quand  je  serai  engagt^  vers  Valence. 

La  prise  de  Madrid  a  tfttS  un  coup  tres  avantageux  en  vue  politique  et 
militaire.  II  nous  a  fait  beaucoup  de  bien ;  et,  je  crois,  nous  a  valu 
r^vaetiation  de  I'Andalousie. 

n  hot  que  je  vous  prie  tous  en  Anglcterre  de  ne  pas  voler  trop  vite. 
De  corps  vraiment  miUtaires  en  Espagne  k  opposer  aux  Fran<;ai8,  il  n'y  a 
que  Tarmt^  Anglo  Portugaise.  Pour  les  autres,  j'en  serai  satisfait  s'ils 
ne  se  laissent  pas  deitruire.  Voila  tout  ce  que  je  leur  demande.  Mais 
vous  devez  sentir  qu'on  ne  peut  pas  faire  grande  chose  bien  vite,  avec  une 
telle  disparity  de  forces. 

To  Hii  Excellency  C.  Stuart.  Torquemada,  13th  Sept  1812. 

I  beg  you  to  apply  to  the  Portuguese  government  for  permission  to 
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import  the  grain  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Commissary 
Gen.,  free  of  duty. 

To  Col.  Tofrens,  Military  Secretarj.  Torquemada,  13th  Sept  1812. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  Aug.,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
a  letter  from  Dr.  M'Grigor,  stating,  that  notwithstanding  5  Surgeons  and 
12  Hospital  mates  have  been  ordered  to  proceed  forthwith  to  this  country, 
he  shall  still  require  those  for  whom  he  made  a  demand  on  the  22d  ult. 

P.S.  I  beg  to  observe  that  there  is  not  a  single  medical  officer  in  resenre 
with  this  army,  and  to  refer  you  to  the  list  sent  home  in  my  letter  of  the 
25th  ult.,  or  those  absent.  I  beg  leave  likewise  to  inform  you,  that  we 
have  not  one  officer  of  the  Commissariat  in  reserve,  to  be  employed  on 
any  service ;  or  one  officer  of  the  Pay  department ;  and  I  am  now  obliged 
to  send  officers  of  the  regiments  in  charge  of  money  from  one  station  to 
anoither ;  not  one  regiment  being  complete  in  officers.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  heads  of  departments  should  advert  to  the  returns  sent  home  regularly 
from  this  army,  and  keep  all  the  departments  complete  in  officers.  Re* 
quisitions  from  me  can  be  sent  only  when  wants  occur,  take  one  month 
to  get  home,  and  3  months  before  the  army  can  receive  the  benefit  of 
them. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.     '  Torquemada,  13th  Sept  1812. 

I  received  from  the  Adj.  Gen.  by  the  last  post  a  letter  of  the  1st  Aug., 
in  answer  to  one  which  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  15th  April  last,  in  regard 
to  the  transmission  of  invalids  from  Portugal  to  England,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts. 

Since  I  received  His  Royal  Highness*  orders,  to  which  my  letter  of  the 
15th  April  was  an  answer,  I  have  had  frequent  complaints  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Hospitals  of  the  detention  in  Portugal  of  soldiers  after  Medical 
Boards  have  invalided  them ;  which  detention  has  invariably  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  necessity  of  settling  their  accounts  previous  to  their  being 
sent  to  England  under  His  Royal  Highness'  orders. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  letter  of  the  1st  Aug.,  I  desired  Dr. 
M*Grigor  to  put  in  writing  what  he  had  frequently  reported  to  me  on 
this  subject,  and  I  now  enclose  his  letter.  In  truth,  my'  dear  Torrens, 
the  difficulties  under  which  we  labor  are  but  little  known  in  England. 
Ist;  there  is  no  soldier  in  the  army  who  has  at  present  been  paid  to  a 
later  date  than  the  24th  April,  for  want  of  money.  His  accounts  are 
settled  every  month.  But,  2dly ;  if  a  soldier  has  been  in  hospital  since 
the  month  of  March  last,  at  which  time  the  soldiers  had  not  been  paid 
later  than  January,  and  the  pay  for  March  not  received  till  June  or  July, 
I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is  possible  for  any  officer  to  come  to  a  settle- 
ment by  a  correspondence  with  one  officer,  who  has  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  probably  500  men  going  to  England  at  the  same  moment?  It  is  quite 
impossible ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  poor  men  are  detained  3,  4, 
or  5  months,  to  the  loss  of  many,  till  the  correspondence  respecting  their 
accounts  is  finished,  during  which  time  many  settle  all  accounts  with  this 
world. 

It  is  a  groat  error  to  suppose  that  the  lower  orders  are  always  right  in 
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Ihelr  complaintSy  and  the  higher  orders  always  in  the  wrong.  My  expe- 
rience has  taught  me,  that  nine  times  in  ten,  the  soldiers  loudest  in  their 
complaints  and  claims  have  no  ground  for  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
and  are  generally  in  debt  to  their  Captains.  Those  who  are  wounded 
invariably  either  throw  away  or  sell  Uieir  necessaries ;  and  whether  the 
ground  is  held  or  not  by  the  army,  they  claim  compensation  from  the 
public.  Their  claim  can  be  settled  only  by  a  Board.  No  officer  of  a 
regiment  has  the  power  either  to  admit  or  to  refuse  it.  Yet,  if  a  soldier 
makes  such  a  claim  at  Lisbon,  the  officer  who  is  to  settle  the  soldiers' 
claims  before  they  go  to  England  must  detain  at  least  as  many  as  one 
transport  will  contain,  till  the  claims  of  one  for  losses  of  this  description 
shall  be  inquired  into  by  post ;  every  letter  now  requiring  three  weeks  to 
get  an  answer.  While  this  is  going  on,  many  die  who  might  be  saved ; 
and  aAer  all,  a  soldier's  account  can  never  be  settled  satisfactorily  except- 
ing with  his  regiment 

1  have  ordered  Gen.  Peacocke  to  carry  strictly  into  execution  His  Royal 
Highness*  orders ;  and  I  shall  repeat  my  directions  to  him  by  this  post. 
But  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  lay  before  him  the  en- 
closed letter,  and  make  known  to  him  what  I  have  above  represented. 

There  is  no  point  in  the  service  to  which  I  have  at  all  times  paid  so 
much  attention  as  to  the  settlement  of  the  soldiers'  accounts :  I  consider 
early  settlements  to  be  essential  to  disoipline ;  but  I  am  quite  convinced 
that  it  is  impossible  to  attain  His  Royal  Highness'  object  in  this  country 
without  detaining  here  the  men  3  or  4  months  after  the  necessity  for  their 
return  to  England  shall  have  been  pronounced ;  and  the  consequences  arc 
seen  in  Dr.  M*Grigor*s  letter. 

To  Col.  Toneni,  Military  Secretary.  Torquemada,  13th  Sept  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Hope,  fiom  which  you  will  see  that 
be  is  obliged  to  quit  the  army.  Indeed  his  health  has  always  been  in  such 
a  state  as  that  he  could  not  be  said  to  be  fit  for  service  in  this  country.  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  relieve  him,  as  you  will  have 
observed  from  my  last  letter  that  we  have  more  General  officers  to  com- 
mand divisions  than  we  have  divisions  to  be  commanded.  What  we  want 
in  them  is  health,  good  wil],  and  abilities  to  perform  the  duties  of  their 
situation.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  perpetual  changes  which  we  are 
making,  owing  to  the  infirmities,  or  the  wounds,  or  the  disinclination  of 
the  General  officers  to  serve  in  this  country,  are  by  no  means  favorable 
to  the  discipline  and  success  of  the  army,  and  don*t  augment  the  ease  of 
my  situation. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Torqoemada,  ISdi  Sept  1813. 

I  see  that  some  person  employed  by  Lord  Castlereagh  has  made  some 
discoveries  approaching  to  Uie  key  of  the  Paris  cipher,  in  which  some 
letters  were  written,  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your  Lordship. 

It  is  obvious,  ^m  the  perusal  of  this  cipher,  that  this  discovery  is  not 
complete ;  but  as  nearly  all  the  letters  which  we  now  intercept  are  written 
in  this  cipher,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  me 
what  has  been  discovered. 
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To  Earl  Bathurst  Torqueinada,  I3th  Sept  181^ 

I  have  continued  to  follow  the  moyements  of  the  ^Armde  de  Portugal ' 
since  I  last  addressed  you,  but  I  have  not.  pressed  them  as  hard  as  I  might, 
as  I  wished  to  be  joined  by  the  army  of  Galicia.  These  troops,  to  the 
number  of  11,000  infantry,  350  cavalry,  and  6  pieces  of  artillery,  will 
be  at  Palencia,  about  3  leagues  from  hence,  to-morrow. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  received  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke  the  reports 
of  the  enemy's  having  raised  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  in  the  night  of  t)ie 
24th  Aug.,*  and  of  the  very  handsome  attack  made  by  the  Allies  under 
Gen.  La  Cruz  on  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  at  Seville,  on  the  27th  Aug.,  in 

*  Mijor  Geo.  Cooke  to  Gen.  the  Marquis  of  Welliagton,  K.B.    Cadix,  26th  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  infonn  your  Lordship  that  the  enemy  abandoned  his  position  and 
works  opposite  to  Cadiz  and  the  Isla  on  the  night  of  the  24th  and  morning  of  the  25th, 
except  tne  town  of  Puerto  de  S^  Maria,  where  a  body  of  troops  remained  till  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  then  withdrew  to  the  Gartuga.  He  has  left  a  very  numerous  artillery  in 
(he  sereral  works,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  powder ;  and  although  most  of  tlie 
ordnance  has  been  rendered  useless,  he  appears  to  have  retired  from  liis  position  with  mure 
precipitation  than  I  should  have  expected. 
-   A  considerable  body  of  cavalry  was  brought  down  previous  to  the  retreat  commencing. 

The  towns  of  Puerto  Real  and  Chiclana  are  now  occupied  by  detachments  of  Spanish 
troops ;  and  a  party  of  the  Hanoverian  hussars  is  at  the  first  mentioned  place,  to  which 
Col.  Lambert  had  moved  from  the  Portaxgo  with  them,  and  some  light  troops  from  this 
division. 

Major  Geu.  Cooke  to  Earl  Bathurst  Cadiz,  30th  Aug.  1812. 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  reporting  the  entry  into  Seville  of  the  allied  cor)js 
under  Gen.  La  Cruz  and  Col.  Skerrett,  1  have  received  a  dispatch  from  the  latter,  of  wliich 
I  transmit  a  copy  herewith,  and  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  British  de- 
tachment. 

Col.  Skenett  to  Major  Gen.  Cooke.  Seville,  28th  Aug.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  the  detachment  under  my  .orders  since  t!ie 
date  of  my  last,  the  result  of  which,  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Seville  by  assault,  defended 
by  8  French  battalions  and  2  regiments  of  dragoons  entrenched,  will,  I  tnist,  be  considered 
^  honorable  to  the  allied  arms  and  serviceable  to  the  cause  of  Spain. 
■  On  the  24th  inst.  Gen.  La  Cruz  Mourgeon,  commanding  the  Spanish  troops,  and  myself, 
judged  it  advisable  to  make  a  forward  movement  on  Seville;  for  this  purpose  it  was  ad- 
visable to  force  the  enemy's  corps  of  observation  of  350  cavalry  and  200  infantry  at  San 
Lucar  la  Mayor.  I  marched  from  Manzanilla  with  800  troops,  composed  of  the  1st  r^. 
of  Guaids,  the  87th,  and  tlie  Portuguese  regiment,  Brig.  Gen.  Downie,  accompanied  with 
600  Spanish  troops.  The  Spanish  column  attacked  on  the  right,  and  th%  British  and 
Portuguese  on  the  left  The  French  were  driven  through  the  streets  with  precipitation, 
leaving  some  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  We  took  post  at  San  Lucar  without  the  loss 
of  a  man. 

On  the  26th  inst,  Gen.  La  Cruz  and  myself  having  judged  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  both  on  the  public  opinion  and  m  saving  the  city  from  being 
plundered,  if  the  French  could  be  precipitated  in  their  retreat  from  Seville,  the  allied 
troops  in  consequence  marched  for  this  purpose,  and  arrived  at  the  heights  of  Castillejos 
de  fa  Cuesta,  immediately  above  Sevill^  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  at  6  o'clock. 

The  Spanish  troop  formed  our  advance.  The  French  advance  was  driven  in;  the 
cavalry  retired,  leavmg  the  infantry  in  the  plain,  which  last  were  charged  by  the  Spanish 
cavalry,  who  inade  many  prisoners. 

The  Spanish  troops  attacked  a  redoubt  on  our  left,  and  lost  a  good  humy  men.  The 
columns  advanced  into  the  plain,  by  which  movement  this  redoubt  was  turned,  and  its 
communication  cut  off;  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gen.  La  Cruz  took  the  right,  and  made  a 
detour  to  arrive  and  attack  on  that  flank  of  Triana  (the  suburbs  of  Seville).  I  ordered 
the  redoubt  to  be  maj^ed  by  a  detachment  of  the  20th  Portuguese  regt,  and  advanced  a 
Add  piece  with  some  troops,  to  keep  in  check  the  enemy's  fire  at  one  of  the  gates^  of  tlie 
city  opposite  to  us;  and  after  giving  sufficient  time  for  the  Spani&h  column  to  arrive,  the 
British  and  Portuguese  troops  arlvanced  to  the  attack  in  ftont :  the  cavalry  and  artil* 
lerv  advanced  at  a  gallop,  supported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  Guards,  and  the  iufontry 
following. 

The  enemy  abandoned  the  gate ;  we  entered  the  suburbs,  and  advanced  near  to  the 
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which  atttck  &e  allied  British  and  Portuguese  troops  Loder  Col.  Skerrett 
distinguiafaed  themselvea.  The  bridge  of  Seville  was  thereby  saved,  and 
the  enemy  was  prevented  from  destroying  many  guns  and  valuable  stored 
which  the  town  contained. 

Marshal  Soult  directed  his  inarch  up<m  Granada,  and  Gen.  Drouet  upon 
Jaen,  according  to  the  last  accounts.  I  have  not  heard  of  the  arrival  of 
either  at  those  places.  Gen.  Ballesteros,  reinforced  by  the  Spanish  troops 
under  Gen.  La  Cruz,  and  by  other  Spanish  troops,  detached  from  Cadiz, 
making  in  the  whole,  as  I  am  informed,  a  corps  of  15,000  men,  was  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

bridge  of  Seville  with  at  much  impidity  as  poatible,  in  hopes  of  prerenting  its  destraction, 
wbidi  would  hare  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  for  us  to  succeed.  We  were  checked  by 
the  ftre  of  grape  shot  and  musketry  at  the  tuniiug  of  the  street.  The  grenadiers  of  the 
Guards  advanced  to  our  support,  and  drove  every  thing  befhre  them.  At  this  moment 
part  of  the  Spanish  column  arrived ;  we  advanced  to  the  bridge  under  a  heavy  fire ;  Capt 
Cadoux,  of  the  95th,  with  great  judgment  made  a  flank  movement  on  our  lefV ;  Capt. 
Roberts,  of  the  artillery,  brought  up  with  rapidity  2  guns ;  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and 
musketry  was  soon  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  who  were  driven  horn  their  position  on 
.the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  from  the  bridge,  which  they  had  only  in  part  destroyed. 
The  grenadiers  of  the  Guards,  and  some  Spaniw  troops,  led  the  coliunns  that  crossed  the 
bridge.  A  general  rout  ensued,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  through  the  streets,  which 
were  strewed  with  their  dead,  and  pursued  at  all  points,  leaving  behind  them  valuable 
captures  of  horses,  baggage,  and  money. 

It  is  diflScuU  for  me  to  expess  the  joy  of  the  people  of  Seville.  The  inhabitants,  under 
the  fire  of  the  French,  brought  planks  to  lay  across  the  bridge ;  and  their  acclamations  and 
vocifrrous  marks  of  joy,  added  to  the  immense  crowd,  renderad  it  extremely  diflScuIt  for 
the  offieen  to  advance  through  the  streets  with  their  colnmns. 

The  vast  extent  of  this  city,  the  exhausted  state  of  the  troops,  who  had  advanced  in 
double  quick  time  for  3  miles,  and  the  want  of  cavalry,  rendered  it  impossible  to  con- 
tinue the  pursuit  beyond  the  town.  Such  was  the  rapidity  of  our  attack,  toat  thb  victory 
over  a  Froich  division,  and  the  passage  of  a  bridge  which  the  enemy  had  materially  de- 
stroyed, with  his  infkntry  and  artillery  formed  on  the  bonks  of  the  river,  was  achieved  with 
a  loss  that  appears  almost  incredible. 

I  have  only  to  regret  the  loss  of  one  officer,  Lieut  Brett,  Royal  artillery,  who  was  killed, 
gallantly  fighting  hu  gun,  at  the  bridge.  The  intrepidity  of  this  valuable  officer  was  ob> 
served  by  the  wlwle  detachment. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  great.  We  have  taken  several  officers,  and, 
I  believe,  nearly  200  prisoners.  ' 

The  conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier  has  been  above  praise :  where  all  have  behaved 
well,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish ;  I  must,  however,  mention  the  detachment  of  the  Ktng^s 
German  Legion,  commanded  by  Comet  Wieboldt ;  the  artillery,  by  Capt.  Roberts ;  the 
detachment  of  the  95th,  by  Capt.  Cadoux;  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  Isi  rcgt  of  Guards, 
by  Capt  Thomas.  To  Col.  Maitland,  1st  re^  of  Guards  (seoond  in  command),  I  am 
much  indebted  fhmi  the  commencement  of  this  service ;  and  in  the  attack  of  Seville  hie 
military  talents,  intrepiditv,  and  seal  were  particularlv  conspicuous.  I  ain  also  much 
mdebtoi  to  Lieut  Col.  Colquitt,  commanding  a  detachment  of  the  1st  regt  of  Guards; 
to  Lieut  Cul.  Prior,  commanding  a  detachment,  30th  Portuguese  regt  j  and  to  Migor 
Maclaine,  commanding  a  detachment  87th  regt. 

The  exertions  of  Capt  Wynyard  (Coldstream  Guard«),  A.A.G.,and  Lieut.  Reid,  Royal 
Staff  Carps,  Staff  officers  attached  to  the  detachment,  have  been  indefatigable.  Capt 
Buiibury,  20th  Portuguese  regt^  Brig.  Bl^jor,  and  Lieut.  Smith,  Royal  Engineers,  were  at 
this  time  detached  on  other  service. 

During  the  whole  of  this  attack,  our  allies,  &e  Spaniards,  have  rivalled  the  conduct  of 
the  British  and  Portuguese  troops ;  and  Gen.  La  Crux  Mourgeoii,  by  his  military  talents  and 
bravery,  has  principally  contributed  to  the  successftil  result  of  die  day. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

During-  last  night  a  division  of  7000  or  8000  Frendi  troops  passed  by.  Our  attack  has 
saved  the  city  from  the  devastations  and  contributions  with  which  it  was  threatened. 

Capt  Wynyard  is  the  bearer  of  this  dispatch,  who  will  inform  you  of  any  further  par- 
ticulars vou  may  require. 

P.S.  A  return  «f  the  guns  and  military  stores  taken  will  be  tent  as  soon  as  the  quantity 
can  be  ascertained,  "^o  of  the  field  pieces  which  the  enemy  advanced  against  us,  fell 
into  our  hands. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70  SPAIN. 

I  have  directed  Major  Gen.  Cooke,  by  the  instructions  of  which  I  enclose 
a  copy,*  to  send  to  join  this  army  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  troops 
now  at  Cadiz,  with  the  exception  of  one  British  battalion,  the  regiment 
*  de  Watteville,'  and  the  battalion  of  foreign  detachments,  and  4  companies 
of  British  artillery,  the  engineers,  &c.,  which  are  to  remain  at  Cadiz :  and 
I  have  desired  Major  Gen.  Cooke  to  remain  at  Cadiz  in  the  command  of 
these  troops,  and  Uiose  at  Carthagena.  The  troops  will  be  sent  round  to 
Lisbon,  or  will  march,  according  to  the  facility  which  Major  Gen.  Cooke 
will  experience  in  providing  for  them  on  their  march.  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  they  will  march,  as  I  understand,  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke^a  last 
letter,  that  he  was  about  to  move  the  troops  to  Seville. 

My  last  accounts  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  are  of  the  4th  inst  He 
was  then  at  Castuera,  in  Estremadura ;  but  he  had  not  received  my  in- 
structions of  the  24th  Aug.  to  approach  theTagus.  I  have  since  sent  him 
orders  to  cross  that  river  and  to  move  upon  Oropesa. 

TTuA.G.io  Mty'or  Qm,  CiinioH,  6tk  divirnn,  13th  Sept.  1812. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  representation  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  the   10th  inst.  relative  to  ,  the  German,   who 

originally  encaged  himself  as  master  of  the  band  of  the  61st  regt.,  I  am  directed 
by  his  Excellency  to  request  that  this  man,  being  a  follower  of  the  army,  may 
be  forthwith  brought  to  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  for  havinp^  absented  him- 
self from  that  corps  without  leave ;  and  I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  cannot  admit  of  his  joinin|^  any  other  corps  in  this 
army,  and  the  necessary  instructions  will  be  sent  as  to  his  further  disposal  so  soon 
as  he  has  been  tried  for  the  offence  specified. 

Au  G^  Santocildef.  Torquemada,  ce  14  SepL  1812,  ft  8  heuret  da  madn. 

J'ai  continu<$  k  avancer  depuis  que  je  vous  ai  ^nt  le  12,  et  mes  troupes 
seront  aujourd'hui  k  Palenzuela,  et  le  quartier  giSntSral  et  le  gros  de 
Tarmt^e  k  Cordovilla. 

II  serait  k  d^irer  que  vous  puissiez  venir  demain  avee  vos  troupes  h. 
Quintana  del  Puente. 

To  Gen.  Don  Xavier  Blio.  Cordorilla,  I4tfi  Sept  1813L 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  9th  inst. 
I  recommended  to  his  Excellency  Gen.  J.  O'Donell  that  he  should  put 
himself  in  communication  with  this  army,  lest  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand should  be  destroyed  by  those  of  Soult,  on  the  expected  march  of  the 
latter  from  Andalusia  into  the  kingdom  of  Valencia ;  and  I  recommended 
the  same  to  you. 

All  that  I  am  anxious  about  is  that  none  of  the  bodies  of  Spanish  troops 
now  existing  should  be  defeated,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  that  misfortune 
can  be  avoided  for  a  short  time,  there  are  grounds  for  me  to  hope  that  we 
may  be  able  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  Peninsula. 

*  See  page  65. 

G.  O.  OoidOTilla,  14th  S«pC.  leit. 

2.  Ensign ,  of  the  —  regt.,  baring  been  diinusKd  from  the  Portuguese  lenrice,  i» 

to  join  the  40th  regt.  forthwith. 

3.  The  Commandant  of  Santarem  is  to  commmiicate  to  him  this  order,  and  he  is  to 
set  that  he  obeys  it;  and  Major  Royal  nill  report  on  what  day  Sntign  ■  sell  out 
from  the  depdt. 
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Under  these  circumstances,  your  Excellency  will  be  the  best  judge 
whether,  with  a  corps  now  consisting  of  4000  infantry  and  1300  cavalry, 
which  when  more  than  double  that  number  were  lately  defeated  by  one 
French  division,  it  is  expedient  that  you  should  expose  yourself  to  be 
attacked  by  an  army  which  does  not  amount  to  much  less  than  50,000  men. 

In  regard  to  the  proposal  of  your  Excellency,  to  draw  from  Alicante  the 
division  of  Spanish  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Roche,  I  have  to 
remind  your  Excellency  that  these  troops  are  the  garrison  of  Alicante ; 
•and  your  Excellency  is  much  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  I  will  allow 
the  British  troops  under  Lieut  Gen.  Maitland  to  be  the  garrison  of  Ali- 
cante, instead  of  those  under  Gen.  Roche. 

I  now  give  notice  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  I  don't  learn  by  the 
return  of  the  courier  that  you  have  ordered  Gen.  Roche  to  remain  at 
Alicante,  I  shall  send  orders  to  Gen.  Maitland  to  embark  the  troops  under 
his  command  from  Alicante,  where  it  will,  in  that  case,  be  useless  for  them 
to  remain. 

The  facts  regarding  Alicante  are  as  follow  :  There  are  no  provisions  in 
the  place  for  the  Spanish  troops,  and  the  place  cannot  be  supplied  unless 
the  communication  should  be  kept  open  with  the  sea.  The  communication 
with  the  sea  will  be  lost  unless  the  troops  at  Alicante  can  maintain  them- 
selves on  the  heights  outside  of  the  town ;  and  there  will  not  be  a  sufficient 
number  to  hold  that  position,  if  the  troops  under  Gen.  Roche  should  be 
withdrawn. 

If  the  eastern  heights  cannot  be  maintained,  your  Excellency  will  see 
the  necessity  for  my  withdrawing  my  troops ;  and  your  Excellency  will 
do  well  to  give  orders  that  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gen.  Whittingham 
should  be  withdrawn  likewise ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  that  your  Excel- 
lency should  be  prepared  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  to  the  government 
for  ^e  loss  of  this  important  post. 

I  would  also  request  your  Excellency  to  consider  the  measure  of  weak- 
ening the  force  at  Alicante,  under  another  point  of  view.    It  appears  to 

A.  G.  O.  CordoiriUa,  Hth  Sept.  1812. 

1.  The  officers  commanding  regiments  of  cavalry  and  iu&ntry  are  directed  to  send 
orders  to  the  officers  or  noncommissioned  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  aud  clothing  of 
their  regiments,  at  Lisbon,  to  make  application  to  the  officer  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department 
af  Lisbon,  for  orders  and  means  to  transport  to  the  army  the  baggage  and  clothing  of  their 
regiments,  now  required  for  the  officen  and  troops^  it  being  understood  that  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  that  erery  soldier  in  the  army  should  receive  his  cloth- 
ing at  or  before  Christmas. 

%  The  applications  to  the  officer  of  the  Q.  H.  O.'s  department,  at  Lisbon,  must  contain 
a  list  of  the  articles  required  to  be  sent  up ;  specifying  how  packed,  what  is  the  weight  of 
the  whole,  and  if  possible  that  of  each  package. 

3.  The  officers  commanding  regiments  are  requested  to  inform  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the 
names  of  the  officers  or  non-commissioned  officers  who  are  desired  to  apply  for  orders,  and 
means  to  convey  the  clothing  to  the  several  regiments. 

4.  The  officer  of  the  Q.  M.  G.*s  department  at  Lisbon  will  receive  directions  from  the 
Q.  M.  G.  regarding  the  mode  of  executing  this  service,  which  he  will  convey  to  tlie  several 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  of  the  regiments  at  Lisbon ; 
and  as  a  concern  of  this  magnitude  can  be  carried  on  <mly  by  the  utmost  reguiaiity,  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  declares  that  any  deviation,  by  any  person,  from  the  orders  issued 
on  the  subject,  will  be  punished  according  to  the  sentence  of  a  Court  Martial. 

0.  The  regiments  whiBse  clothing  is  at  Abrantes,  must  apply  to  the  Q.  M.  G.,  at  head 
quarters,  for  orders  and  means  of  transporting  it,  specifying  m  the  application  what  articles 
of  clothing  there  are,  and  in  whose  charge  at  Abrantes. 
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be  the  enemy's  intention  to  collect  his  army  in  Vtlencia,  or  possibl^r  in 
Valencia  and  La  Mancha ;  and  I  am  doing  every  Uiing  in  my  power  to 
collect  the  largest  and  most  effici^dt  body  of  troops  which  I  can,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  oblige  them  to  evacuate  that  kingdom,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
enable  us  to  maintain  the  ground  which  we  have  acquired. 

The  views  of  all  ought  to  be  directed  to  these  objects ;  and  certainly 
nothing  will  facilitate  their  execution  to  such  a  degree  as  the  maintenance 
in  Valencia  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy  of  such  a  post  as  Alicante^ 
garrisoned  by  a  corps  which  must  secure  it,  and  which  is  sufficiently  strong 
to  take  the  field,  and  re-conquer  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  weaken  the  force  which  it  is  expected  he  will  have  in  that 
quarter. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  will  consider  the  suggestions  which  I  have  above 
detailed,  and  let  me  know  whether  you  intend  or  not  to  withdraw  Gen. 
Roche  from  Alicante,  that  I  may  take  my  measures  accordingly.  I  assure 
your  Excellency,  that  I  have  no  object  in  wishing  to  keep  a  strong  corps 
at  Alicante,  excepting  views  for  the  benefit  of  your  country,  which  at  least 
have  the  merit  of  having  been  maturely  considered. 

73W  J.G.  to  Copt,  PetbUt,  Salamimoa.  14th  Sept  1812. 

In  reply  to  the  circumstance  detailed  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  I  am  to 
observe  that  all  Courts  Martial  held  at  the  several  depdt  stations  should  be  invari- 
ably sent  to  head  quarters  for  the  approval  of  tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces.  In 
reference  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  it  would  appear  from  Noa.  1  and  2  of 
the  G.O.  of  tlie  23d  May  last,  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  expects  that  the 
General  officers  of  the  army  should  make  inspections  of  the  dep6t  stations  as  op- 
portunities oifer ;  but  I  know  of  no  officer  of  that  rank  having  authority  to  inter- 
fere therein. 

T^  the  Karl  of  Liverpool,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  Revilla,  15tli  Sept.  1813. 

I  received  by  the  packet  by  Coruna  your  letter  of  the  28th  Aug.,  in 
which  you  enclosed  the  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  you  had  had 
witli  Lord  Somerville,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the  manor  of  Wellington, 
and  the  estate  of  Wellington  Park.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  attention  to  my  interests.  It  rarely  happens  that  a  person  in  your 
situation  has  leisure  to  attend  to  his  own  private  affidrs,  much  less  to  those 
of  any  other  individual ;  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that 
not  only  your. Lordship,  but  Mr.  Perceval  had  recollected  me  when  a  pro- 
perty was  offered  for  sale  which  I. am  most  anxious  to  possess. 

When  the  Prince  Regent  promoted  me  in  the  peerage  last  spring,  and 
made  an  addition  to  my  pension,  I  determined,  for  the  sake  of  my  sons,  to 
lay  out  all  the  money  I  had  in  the  purchase  of  land  in  Great  Britain,  and 
I  directed  that  inquiries  might  be  made  for  a  suitable  purchase  for  me. 
I  likewise  intend  to  lay  out  in  the  same  manner  the  sum  of  money  which 
His  Royal  Highness  has  declared  his  intention  to  recommend  to  Parlia- 
ment to  grant  me.  The  inquiries  which  have  been  made  have  not  hitherto 
produced  any  favorable  result ;  and  I  could  not  make  any  pi^rchase  with 
which  I  should  be  so  well  satisfied  as  that  on  which  you  have  written  to 
me.  I  am  ready  therefore  to  pay  the  money  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive 
your  answer  to  this  letter.  I  am  rather  inclined,  however,  to  wish  to 
receive  the  estate  and  manor  as  a  gift  from  the  public  as  part  of  the 
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•  £100,000,  if  your  Lordship  should  sec  no  objection  ;  but  if  there  should 
be  any,  I  shall  be  too  happy  to  make  the  purchase  out  of  my  private  funds. 

While  writing  upon  this  subject,  it  occurs  to  me,  that  as  I  propose  to 
lay  out  all  the  money  which  the  public  will  grant  me  in  the  purchase  of 
land  in  Great  Britain,  it  would  save  me  some  trouble,  and  might  probably 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  public,  if  the  value  were  granted  in  land. 
However,  I  suggest  this  to  your  Lordship,  to  be  attended  to  only  in  case 
there  should  be  no  objections. 

I  beg  leave  once  more  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kind  attention, 
to  what  would  be  gratifying  to  me. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  F.  Mattland.  Villa  Toro,  20th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  3d,  6th,  and  10th  inst.  In  that  of 
the  3d,  in  which  you  have  returned  answers  to  the  queries  contained  in 
my  letter  of  the  29th  ult,  it  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Admiral, 
that  the  troops  can  be  embarked  as  long  as  your  extensive  line  can  be 
maintained ;  but  that  the  communication  with  the  sea  would  be  difficult  ' 
and  uncertain,  and  probably  only  partially  practicable,  if  it  should  depend 
upon  the  lower  lines.  The  opinion  of  the  Admiral  concurs  with  the  notion 
which  I  had  formed  on  this  subject  when  I  instructed  you  to  maintain 
your  position  till  you  should  find  the  communication  with  the  sea  to  be  so 
seriously  menaced  as  to  be  in  danger  of  being  lost 

It  appears  to  me  that  as  long  as  you  can  maintain  the  castle  of  Alicante, 
and  the  hills  to  the  south,  your  communication  with  the  sea  would  be  easy 
and  certain.  I  should  hope,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  impracticable 
to  embark  the  whole  of  the  troops,  after  you  are  of  opinion  that  you  can 
no  longer  maintain  the  exterior  line. 

His  Majesty  and  the  public  have  a  right  to  expect  from  us  that  we 
should  place  a  reasonable  confidence  in  the  gallantry  and  discipline  of  the 
troops  under  our  command;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that, 
ha;ving  tried  them  frequently,  they  have  never  fiiiled  me ;  and  in  a  position 
particularly  on  the  flanks  of  which  the  enemy  cannot  manceuvre  with  the 
advantage  of  a  superior  cavalry,  their  success  may  be  relied  upon. 

With  a  full  knowledge  of  the  defects  of  the  Spanish  troops,  I  feel  the 
same  confidence  in  them  when  placed  on  a  position,  and  having  the 
advantage  of  the  co-operation  and  example  of  the  British  troops ;  and  I 
entertain  so  little  doubt  of  your  success  if  you  be  attacked,  that  there  is 
nothing  I  wish  for  so  much,  for  your  own  honor  and  the  advantage  of  the 
cause,  as  that  the  enemy  should  attack  you  de  vive  force. 

If  they  should  proceed  by  a  regular  attack  upon  your  field  positions,  or 
upon  those  fortified  posts  with  which  they  are  connected,  you  will  at  least 
have  time  to  estimate  your  danger,  and  leisure  to  make  all  your  arrange- 
ments, and  embark  at  the  moment  such  a  measure  may  be  necessary. 

I  assure  you  that  your  facilities  for  embarkation  are  much  greater,  and 
your  prospects  better,  even  if  left  by  yourself,  than  mine  were  in  the 
year  1810.   I  advert  to  thii  subject  in  order  to  inspire  you  with  confidence 

G.  O.  Prandovioei.  ITIh  SrjA  181S. 

1.  Col.  Gordon,  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  array,  ii  appointed  a  Colonel  on  the  Staff  from  the 
2Mi  Jane  last 
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in  your  own  situation ;  which  you  may  depend  upon  it  is  so  good  that  I 
only  fear  that  the  enemy  will  not  think  of  touching  you. 

Cornet  de  Lobo  is  an  officer  of  this  army.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if 
you  will  give  him  200  dollars,  to  be  sent  to  his  father  by  means  of  a  flag 
of  truce  from  your  outposts,  together  with  any  money,  clothes,  &c., 
which  he  may  have  brought  with  him.  Desire  him  to  return  and  join  his 
corps  forthwith,  as  he  may  depend  upon  it  that  the  French  will  not  allow 
him  to  see  his  father.  I  should  have  prevented  his  going  if  I  had  known 
of  it.     Let  me  know  how  I  shall  repay  you  the  200  dollars. 

We  invested  this  place  yesterday,  and  took  by  storm  last  night  the  horn 
work,  which  commands  the  greatest  part  of  the  works  of  the  castle.  1 
doubt  however  that  I  have  means  to  take  the  castle,  which  is  very  strong. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Villa  Tore,  20th  Sept  1812. 

I  think  it  proper  to  send  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  Gen.  Maitland  of  the  30th  ult.,  likewise  the  copy  of  one  of  the  2d 
'  inst.,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  him  this  day. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  20tli  Sept  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th,  in  which  you  have  informed  me 
that  you  will  be  at  Oropesa  on  the  18th ;  and  I  beg  that  on  the  receipt  of 
this  letter  you  will  move  with  all  the  troops  under  your  command  to 
Toledo.  You  will  throw  your  cavalry  forward  in  La  Mancha;  and  canton 
your  infantry  in  Toledo  and  Aranjuez,  taking  care  that  the  officers  and 
troops  respect  the  King's  houses  and  gardens. 

I  enclose  you  the  instructions  which  I  gave  to  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten 
when  I  quitted  Madrid.*  I  have  ordered  the  Major  General  to  place  him- 
self under  your  command ;  and  I  beg  you  to  communicate  with  Gen.  Elio, 
who  commands  the  troops  which  are  under  the  command  of  Gen.  O'Donell, 
and  with  Don  Carlos  de  Espaiia. 

I  can  scarcely  think  it  possible  that,  with  such  a  force  as  you  will  have, 
you  will  not  be  able  to  defend  the  Tagus ;  therefore  a  part  of  these  in- 
structions may  not  be  applicable  to  your  situation.  I  think  it  desirable 
that  you  should  leave  the  troops  of  this  army  in  their  present  situations  till 
you  shall  find  it  necessary  to  order  them  forward  to  the  Tagus. 

I  enclose  the  order  which  I  have  sent  to  Gen.  Cooke,  regarding  the  dis- 
posal of  the  troops  at  Cadiz.  I  beg  you  to  send  an  officer  to  meet  Col. 
Skerrett  in  Estremadura,  with  orders  to  follow  your  march  across  and 
along  the  Tagus ;  and  to  join  the  troops  under  your  command* 

I  send  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  to  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten,  to  be  forwarded 
to  you,  and  he  will  report  himself  to  you.  As  soon  as  you  shall  be  esta- 
blished at  Toledo,  and  shall  have  opened  your  communication  with  me 
through  Madrid,  you  may  take  off  the  letter  parties  ordered  to  be  placed 
up  to  Arevalo  by  my  letter  of  the  8th  inst  I  order  Gen.  C.  Alten  to 
continue  to  correspond  with  me. 

It  appeals  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  Consuegra, 
to  which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention. 

I  request  you  to  order  Col.  Buchan  to  return  to  Elvas  with  the  5th, 
17tb,  and  22d  regts.  of  Portuguese  infantry  of  the  line,  and  the  3d  regt. 

•  See  p.  50. 
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of  cavalry.     I  did  not  know  there  was  a  4th  regt  of  infantry  belonging 
to  the  garrison.     If  there  is,  it  should  return  likewise. 

To  Lacat  G«o.  the  Hod.  Sir  B.  Pk^et,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  30th  Sept.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  8th  and  12th,  and  I  am  delighted  to 
find  that  you  are  come  out  I  direct  this  letter  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  to 
which  place  I  think  it  probable  that  you  will  come  from  Castello  Branco, 
as  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  it  can  meet  you  at  the  latter.  You  will  do 
well  to  come  to  head  quarters  by  the  military  route  of  Salamanca,  Arevalo, 
Valladolid,  &c.  Arevalo  is  a  little  out  of  the  way ;  but  I  have  kept  out 
communication  by  that  point,  because  it  answers  for  communication  with 
Madrid  and  with  Hil^  who  is,  I  hope,  at  Oropesa. 

When  I  found  that  the  King  had  decidedly  passed  the  moimtains  into 
Valencia,  I  determined  to  make  use  of  the  time  which  would  elapse  before 
I  could  go  to  the  south  (which  I  then  thought  it  possible  I  should  be 
obliged  to  do)  in  settling  our  afiairs  upon  the  Duero,  and  in  establishing 
a  good  communication  between  us  and  the  Spanish  army  of  Galicia. 

The  probability  that  Soult  would  evacuate  Andalusia,  of  which  I  was 
aware  before  I  quitted  Madrid,  or  the  certainty  that  he  had  raised  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  and  abandoned  Seville,  which  I  obtained  at  a  subsequent 
period,  was  not  calculated  to  induce  me  to  alter  this  determination.  I 
was  certain  that,  whenever  Soult  should  connect  himself  with  Suchet  and 
the  King,  we  should  be  pressed  a  little  on  the  Tagus,  and  that  it  was 
desirable  to  remove  to  a  distance  all  embarrassments  existing  on  this  side, 
and  td  strengthen  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  in  this  quarter,  preparatory 
to  the  events  which  might  be  expected  on  the  Tagus. 

We  passed  the  Duero  on  the  6th,  and  drove  the  French  from  Valladolid : 
on  the  7th  we  pushed  them  on,  but  not  very  vigorously,  till  the  16th,  on 
which  day  we  were  joined  by  about  12,000  men  of  the  army  of  Galicia. 
We  then  drove  the  enemy  before  us  to  Burgos :  on  the  17th  they  retired 
through  the  town  at  night,  and  have  since  continued  their  march  to 
Riob^uu* 

The  castle  of  Burgos  commands  all  the  bridges  over  the  Arlanzon  so 
completely,  that  we  were  not  able  to  cross  that  river  till  yesterday  morn- 
ing. We  immediately  drove  in  all  the  enemy's  posts ;  and  last  night  took 
by  storm  a  horn  work  lately  constructed  upon  a  hill  within  300  yards  of 
the  castle,  which  has  a  considerable  command  over  many  of  the  works  of 
the  castle.  Although  we  succeeded,  the  operation  was  not  very  well  carried 
on,  and  I  am  afraid  that  our  loss  is  not  less  than  300  men.  After  all,  I 
am  a  little  apprehensive  that  I  have  not  means  to  take  this  castle,  which 
the  French  have  strengthened  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  I  shall  be 
able  to  judge  better  however  in  a  day  or  two.  Although  I  have  here  only 
4  divisions  of  infantry  and  3  brigades  of  cavalry,  I  think  that  with  the 
Spaniards  we  are  strong  enough  for  any  thing  the  French  have  or  can  now 
bring  against  us  on  this  side.     If  I  could  get  this  castle,  I  think  I  might 

*  Thus  written  in  the  draft  of  this  letter,  aiid  also  in  the  great  map  of  Lopei ;  but 
Rubma  in  the  Diceiot^no  Geograflco-estadUtico  of  Mifiaiio,  and  the  Quia  de  Gaminoe  of 
the  Madrid  Pott  office. 

VOL.  VI.  G 
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take  some  of  the  force  southward,  and  I  must  still  endeavor  to  do  so,  even 
though  I  should  not  succeed  in  taking  the  castle. 

I  have  accounts  from  Madrid  to  the  Hth.  They  had  not  any  late 
accounts  of  Soult  which  could  he  much  relied  upon ;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  he  had  quitted  Granada.  He  had  intended  to  move  into  Valencia 
through  Murcia ;  hut  as  the  yellow  fever  prevails  in  Murcia,  I  think  he 
will  pass  hyCaravaca  to  Alhacete,  from  whence  he  will  communicate  with 
the  King  in  Valencia.  I  have  one  account  stating  that  he  was  on  the  9th 
within  9  leagues  of  Caravaca ;  hut,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  letters  from 
Gen.  Elio  from  San  Clemente  to  the  15th,  who  does  not  mention  Soult,  of 
whom  he  must  have  heard,  if  he  had  heen  on  the  9th  so  far  forward  as  is 
stated.  I  have  now  given  you  an  outline  of  our  situation  as  far  as  I  am 
acquainted  with  it. 

Besides  Hill's  corps  I  have  3  weak  divisions  and  2  weak  hrigades  of 
cavalry,  at  and  near  Madrid.  But  we  shall  have,  I  should  think,  not  less 
than  12,000  Spaniards,  hesides  innumerahle  guerrillas;  indeed  we  have 
plenty  of  that  commodity  every  where ;  and  Ballesteros  has  12,000  or 
15,000  men,  which  will  he  on  Soult's  left,  where  are  likewise  4000  or 
5000  men  on  their  march  from  Cadiz ;  and  there  is  an  army  under  Gen. 
Maitland  at  Alicante.  Upon  the  whole  therefore  I  don't  despair  of  the 
continuance  of  our  success  through  the  campaign,  particularly  if  the 
cavalry  expected  from  England  should  land  at  an  early  period. 

Tb  Major  Gen.  Baron  C.  Alten.  Villa  Toro,  aist  Sept  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th,  and  I  enclose  the  duplicate  of 
a  letter  to  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  which  I  heg  you  to  peruse  and  to  forward  to 
him  hy  an  officer  express  to  Oropesa.  If  he  passes  through  Talavera, 
he  will  probahly  meet  him  there. 

You  will  put  yourself  under  the  orders  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  and 
will  communicate  with  him  as  well  as  with  me.  Desire  your  brother  to 
take  the  command  of  his  brigade. 

To  Major  Gen.  H.  Clinton.  Villa  Toro,  2l8t  Sept  1812,  9  a.m. 

I  am  anxious  to  confine  the  enemy  a  little  more  to  the  castle ;  and  I 
have  it  in  contemplation  to  take  possession  this  evening  of  the  exterior 
line  of  their  works.  As  I  understand  that  Col.  Brown*  was  of  great  ser- 
vice, at  the  siege  of  Salamanca,  in  keeping  down  the  enemy's  fire  of  La 
Merced,  hy  the  possession  of  the  neighbouring  houses,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  leave  him  in  charge  of  the  troops  of  the  6th  division  in 
the  town,  and  direct  him  to  make  arrangements  for  placing  the  troops 
under  his  command  in  the  houses  close  to  the  walls,  and  for  keeping  pos- 
session, as  soon  as  we  shall  be  prepared  to  lodge  ourselves  in  the  ex- 
terior line. 

1  shall  also  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  look  at  the  posts  occu- 
pied by  the  Spaniards,  and  see  whether,  by  a  better  connexion  of  their 

*  Sir  Guttavof  Brown,  then  Mig'or  in  the  60tfa  regt,  and  Lieut  Coloud  oomDianding 
tbe  9th  Portugueie  ca^adoret. 
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potts  with  oun,  or  by  a  better  arrangement  of  them,  we  could  confine  the 
enemy  more  effectually  than  we  have  hitherto. 

To  Mr.  Heydeck,  ProfeMor  of  Oriental  Languagei.  Villa  Toro,  lltt  Sept  181X 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inat,  and  I  had  before  received 

those  which  you  had  written  me,  to  which  I  did  not  write  an  answer, 

as  they  did  not  appear  to  require  one. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  last  letter,  and  to  assure 

you  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  from  you  the  communication  of  any 

facts,  the  knowledge  of  which  by  me  you  think  interesting  to  the  cause. 

To  Lieat  Col.  Boorke.  Villa  Toio^  Slst  Sept  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  llth  inst.  I  wish  the 
1st  batt  1st  foot  guards  to  move  through  Gralicia  as  already  arranged; 
but  instead  of  turning  off  from  the  high  road  at  Villa  Franca,  as  directed 
when  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  Astorga,  and  it  was  supposed  they 
would  maintain  that  position,  I  wish  them  now  to  proceed  by  Astorga  on 
to  Benavente.  Mr.  White  must  make  provision  for  them  till  they  will 
arrive  at  Benavente.  At  Benavente,  or  before  they  will  arrive  there,  a 
Staff  officer  of  this  army  shall  meet  them,  and  th^  will  receive  further 
orders  for  their  march. 

The  messenger  who  takes  this,  has  a  letter  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  for  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  Ist  batt  Ist  foot  guards,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
duplicate,  in  case  there  should  be  any  mistake  about  that  with  which  he 
is  charged. 

We  took  by  storm  on  the  19th  the  outwork  of  the  castle  of  Burgos, 
with  some  loss. 

To  I£s  Bxcelkncy  C.  Stuart.  Villa  Toto,  Jlrt  Sept  181J. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th.  The  mistake  regarding  the 
Spanish  clothing  originates  in  the  constant  practice  of  our  government  in 
corresponding  with  two  persons  on  the  same  subject  This  clothing  was 
to  be  at  my  disposal  and  in  charge  of  the  Commissary  Gen.,  one  of  the 
officers  of  this  army.  For  what  reason  then  are  they  to  trouble  you  with 
it  ?  and  it  is  obvious  that  with  the  best  intention  you  and  I  may  give  dif- 
ferent orders  regarding  it,  and  your  arrangements  may  not  suit  mine. 
My  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  July  referred  only  to  the  equipments  for  5000 
cavalry.  My  orders  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  send  clothing  to  Coruiia, 
and  my  letter  to  Adm.  Martin  to  request  him  to  supply  shipping  for  that 
clothing,  referred  only  to  the  particular  clothing  mentioned  in  the  order 
for  the  Galician  army,  and  for  the  guerrillas  of  Marquinez. 

It  appears,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  your  letter  to  England,  all 
the  clothing  for  the  Spanish  army  to  be  at  my  disposal  is  to  go  to  Coruna, 
besides  the  clothing  which  I  have  sent  there  for  these  purposes;  and 
besides  the  equipments  for  the  cavalry  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  you  on 
the  8th  July.  We  are  at  cross  purposes,  therefore,  on  this  subject  You 
have  sent  me  accounts  of  the  clothing  transmitted  from  Lisbon  to  Coruna 
vnder  my  own  orders.     I  want  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  clothing  sent 
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there,  or  to  be  sent  there  by  the  Sec.  of  State :  in  consequence  of  your 
letter  I  have  disposed  of  the  former.  I  must  know  accurately  what  Uiere 
is  before  I  can  dispose  of  the  latter. 

I  concur  with  you  respecting  licences  to  vessels  under  Portuguese 
colors. 

P.S.  I  enclose  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  supplies  to  the  Portu* 
guese  government  in  this  month. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Villa  Toro,  Slit  Sept  1813. 

I  continued  to  follow  the  enemy  with  the  troops  under  my  command 
till  the  16th,  when  I  was  joined  at  Pampliega  by  3  divisions  of  infantry 
and  a  small  body  of  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  his  Excellency  the 
Capt  Gen.  Castaiios  having  arrived  at  head  quarters  on  the  14th.  The 
enemy  had  on  the  16th  taken  a  strong  position  on  the  heights  behind 
Celada  del  Camino,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  attack  them  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th ;  but  the  enemy  retired  in  the  night;  and  they  were 
driven  on  the  l7th  to  the  heights  close  to  Burgos.  They  retired  through 
the  town  in  the  night,  leaving  behind  them  some  clothing  and  other  stores, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley ;  and  have  since  continued  their 
retreat  to  Briviesca,  where  it  is  reported  that  they  have  been  joined  by 
7000  conscripts.  It  is  likewise  reported  that  the  Prince  of  Essling  has 
been  ordered  by  the  local  government  in  France  to  come  and  take  the 
command  of  the  army. 

The  castle  of  Burgos  commands  the  passages  of  the  river  Arlanzon  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  the  roads  communicating  with  them  so  completely,  that 
we  could  not  pass  the  river  till  the  19th ;  when  we  effected  that  operation 
in  2  columns,  the  5th  division  and  Gen.  Bradford*s  brigade  above,  and  the 
1st  division  and  Gen.  Pack's  brigade  and  Gen.  Anson's  cavalry  below  the 
town.  Burgos  is  situated  in  that  division  of  Spain  allotted  to  the  army  of 
the  North ;  and  Gen.  Caffiirelli,  who  had  been  here  on  the  17th,  had  placed 
in  the  castle  a  garrison  of  the  troops  of  that  army,  consisting,  as  is  reported, 
of  2500  men.  The  enemy  had  taken  considerable  pains  to  fortify  the 
castle  of  Burgos;  and  had  occupied  with  a  horn  work  the  hill  of  San 
Miguel,  which  has  a  considerable  command  over  some  of  the  works  of  the 
castle  at  the  distance  of  300  yards.  They  had  likewise  occupied  other 
parts  of  the  hill  with  filches  and  other  works  for  the  protection  of  their 
piquets  and  out-posts. 

As  soon  as  the  1st  division  crossed  the  Arlanzon  on  the  19th,  the 
enemy's  outposts  were  driven  in  by  the  light  infantry  battalion  of  Col. 
Stirling's  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Major  the  Hon.  C.  Cocks,  sup* 
ported  by  Brig.  Gen.  Pack's  brigade ;  and  the  enemy's  outworks  on  the 
hill  of  San  Miguel,  Mrith  the  exception  of  the  horn  work,  were  occupied 
by  our  troops,  which  were  posted  close  to  the  horn  work. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  the  same  troops,  with  the  addition  of  the  42d 
regt.,  attacked  and  carried  by  assault  the  horn  work  which  the  enemy  had 
occupied  in  strength.  In  this  operation  Brig.  Gen.  Pack,  Lieut  Col.  Hill 
of  the  Ist  Portuguese  regt..  Col.  Campbell  of  the  16th  Portuguese  regt. 
Major  Williams  of  the  4th  ca^ores.  Major  Dick  of  the  42d  regt,  and 
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Major  the  Hon.  C.  Cocks  of  the  79th,  commaiiding  the  light  in&ntry  bat- 
talion, distinguished  themselves.  The  latter,  in  particular,  led  the  attack 
of  the  enemy's  posts  in  the  morning,  and  entered  the  horn  work  by  the 
goi^  at  night  We  took  3  pieces  of  cannon  and  one  Captain  and  62  pri- 
soners ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  our  loss  was  severe,  as  appears  by  the 
enclosed  return. 

It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  the  works  of  the  castle 
of  Burgos  till  we  had  obtained  possession  of  the  hill  of  San  Miguel;  and 
as  far  as  I  can  judge  of  them,  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  means  which  I 
have  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  take  the  castle  I  am  informed, 
however,  that  the  enemy  are  ill  provided  with  water;  and  that  their  maga- 
zines of  provisions  are  in  a  place  exposed  to  be  set  on  fire.  I  think  it  pos- 
sible, therefore,  that  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  force  them  to  surrender, 
although  I  may  not  be  able  to  lay  the  place  open  to  assault 

Since  the  19th  we  have  been  employed  in  establishing  ourselves  on  the 
hUl  of  San  Miguel,  and  in  constructing  those  works  which  are  best  calcu- 
lated to  forward  our  future  operations.  The  whole  of  the  army  have 
crossed  the  Arlanzon,  with  the  exception  of  the  6th  division  and  one  divi- 
sion of  Spanish  in£uitry. 

I  have  accounts  from  Lieut  Gen.  Hill  of  the  14th.  He  was  then  at 
Truxillo,  and  had  received  my  orders,  and  was  to  be  at  Oropesa  on  die 
18th.  I  have  ordered  him  to  march  to  Toledo,  and  to  defend  the  Tagus ; 
taking  under  his  command  the  3  divisions  of  this  army,  and  Lieut  Gen. 
Alten's  and  Gen.  D'Urban^s  cavalry,  and  Don  Carlos  de  Espafia's  division 
of  infantry,  which  are  at  and  near  Madrid. 

I  have  not  heard  that  Marshal  Soult  has  yet  left  Granada.  He  was  still 
there  on  the  8th.  Gen.  Ballesteros  had  foUowed  die  enemy's  movements 
from  the  Guadalete,  and  had  been  very  successfuL  He  was  at  Loja  on 
the  6th. 

The  enemy  had  abandoned  Andujar  and  Jaen ;  and  the  line  of  their  re- 
treat was  certainly  through  Valencia ;  but  it  is  not  impossible  that,  when 
they  shall  have  heard  that  I  have  moved  to  die  North,  they  will  endeavor 
to  pass  through  La  Mancha,  which  Gen.  HilPs  posidon  will  prevent 

The  last  accounts  1  have  from  Alicante  are  of  the  10th.  The  King's 
army  and  that  of  Suchet  were  still  in  Valencia. 

I  have  no  late  accounts  from  Cadiz. 

Retoro  of  die  killed,  wounded,  and  mining,  in  the  UMnlt  and  capture  of  tiie  Fort  of  San 
Miguel,  on  the  19th  Sept  1812. 
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To  Earl  Bathunt  Villa  Toro,  21tt  Sept.  1811 

I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  letters  which  I  transmit  this  daj  from 
Lieut.  Gen.  Maitland. 

You  will  see  that  a  reinforcement  has  already  arrived  for  the  ^Armee  de 
Portugal^^  and  that  more  are  expected.  Some  time  will  elapse,  however, 
before  that  army  can  be  formidable ;  and  if  I  can  bring  this  siege  to  a 
fortunate  conclusion  at  an  early  period,  I  don't  yet  despair  of  working  the 
French  beyond  the  Ebro,  particularly  if  Sir  Home  can  draw  the  attention 
of  the  army  of  the  North,  so  as  to  prevent  any  large  proportion  of  that 
body  from  being  brought  against  us.  The  worst  of  our  situation  is,  that 
the  Spaniards  can  do  nothing  by  themselves ;  we  must  have  British  troops 
every  where,  and  I  am  afraid  that  I  must  be  wherever  a  serious  operaticm 
is  to  be  carried  on. 

Gen.  Paget  is  arrived  and  on  his  way  up.     He  will  be  of  great  use. 

The  Spaniards  have  no  cavalry.  The  guerrillas  are  almost  useless  in 
serious  operations,  even  when  with  our  troops ;  and  we  have  not  enough 
for  the  extent  of  ground  we  are  obliged  to  occupy,  and  the  system  of  our 
operations. 

Our  loss  was  much  greater  on  the  19th  than  it  ought  to  have  been; 
which  was  to  be  attributed  very  much  to  the  inexperience  of  the  —  regt. 
-  If  I  had  had  here  some  of  the  troops  who  have  stormed  so  often,  I  should 
not  have  lost  a  fourth  of  the  number. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the  31st  Aug.,  and  for  the 
money.     Napoleons  will  pass  here  very  well. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Villa  Tofo,  2]tt  Sept  1812. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  the  heads  of  the  Commissariat  and  Medical  de- 
partments, and  the  Deputy  Paymaster  Gen.,  should  attend  to  the  state  of 
the  civil  departments  of  this  army.  We  have  not  at  this  moment  an  officer 
of  any  one  of  those  departments  in  reserve ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  employ 
the  regimental  surgeons  to  attend  the  general  hospitals,  to  the  great  inc<Mi- 
venience  of  the  regiments. 

With  every  regiment  in  the  army  deficient  in  officers,  owing  to  the 
number  of  sick  and  wounded,  and  those  doing  duty  with  the  Portuguese 
service,  I  am  obliged  to  furnish  officers  of  the  army  to  take  charge  of 
money  going  from  one  station  to  another  for  the  service  of  the  civil  depart- 
ments ;  because  there  is  no  officer  of  either  the  Pay  department  or  the 
Commissariat  who  can  be  spared  to  go  in  charge  of  the  money. 

There  are  many  officers  of  the  Pay,  Commissariat,  and  Medical  depart- 
ments, who  have  gone  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  and 
have  never  returned  to  their  duty.  I  shall  transmit  you  a  list  of  their 
names.  The  rule  which  I  have  adopted  in  respect  to  the  officers  of  the 
Staff,  should  be  applied  to  them  ;  viz.,  that  if  absent  on  account  of  sick- 
ness for  more  than  2  months,  they  should  forfeit  their  Staff  pay.  It  it  not 
reasonable  that  the  public  should  pay  officers  Staff  pay  who.  are  unable 
to  serve. 

The  heads  of  civil  departments  will  tell  you  that  there  are  with  this 
army  a  number  of  officers  larger  than  ever  before  attended  any  British 
army ;  but  they  forget  that  our  operations  are  extended  infinitely  beyond 
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tiMMe  of  any  army  that  has  heen  sent  abroad  lately ;  and  that  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  of  the  allies  with  whom 
we  co-operate,  they  are  extended  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  might  be 
expected,  even  in  this  war.  In  fact  we  want  officers  of  the  civil  depart- 
ments for  two  armies  of  onr  number,  instead  of  for  one.  The  only  mode  in 
which  we  can  be  kept  complete,  is  for  the  heads  of  departments  in  England 
to  pay  attention  to  the  returns,  and  to  replace  officers  as  soon  as  they  shall 
learn  that  those  here  have  fallen  sick,  or  are  gone  home. 

As  nearly  the  whole  army  is  here,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  whole  of  the 
officers  of  the  civil  departments  of  the  army  should  not  be  here  likewise. 

To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretfoid,  K.B.  Villa  Toro^  22d  Sept.  1813. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  your  general  health  has  been  improved  by  your  journey.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  voyage  will  be  of  use  to  you. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  any  official  complaint,  or  any  complaint 
which  I  can  notice,  of  the  conduct  of  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to 
the  French  prisoners.     In  the  mean  time,  I  have  stopped  their  pay. 

If  I  should  find  that  the  order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  is  prostituted, 
I  shall  not  wear  it,  and  Mrill  recommend  to  all  British  officers  to  follow 
my  example ;  and  I  request  you  will  inform  Dom  M.  Forjaz  of  this  deter- 
mination, or  any  other  person  who  will  carry  it  to  the  Prince  Regent. 

I  have  ordered  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  at  Cadiz,  including  the 
20th  regt.,  either  to  join  the  army  through  Estremadura,  or  to  proceed  to 
Lisbon,  according  as  Major  Gen.  Cooke  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  pro- 
vide for  them.  I  rather  think  they  will  march,  as  I  understand  from  his 
letters  that  they  had  already  moved  up  to  Seville  to  wait  for  orders ;  so 
that  they  must  have  means. 

I  have  ordered  Hill's  corps  to  Toledo,  sending  back  to  Portugal  the  5th, 
17th,  and  22d  regts.,  and  the  3d  regt.  of  cavalry.  Hill  talks  of  a  fourth 
regiment,  as  one  of  the  garrison  r^ments  which  I  ordered  him  to  send 
back ;  but  I  conclude  he  means  a  battalion  of  ca^adores,  which,  whether 
regiment  or  battalion,  has  been  halted  in  Estremadura,  and  is  ordered  to 
Elvas. 

I  conceive  that  the  time  is  now  arrived  when  the  greatest  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  Portuguese  militia  may  be  disbanded.  I  should  think 
one  complete  regiment,  and  a  battalion  of  ca^adores,  with  the  artillery,  a 
sufficient  garrison  for  Elvas;  another  regiment  might  be  placed  at  Al- 
meida, and  one  at  Abrantes,  with  dismounted  cavalry,  &c.  There  might 
be  2  battalions  of  militia  kept  in  arms  in  the  North  in  case  of  accidents, 
and  every  thing  else  throughout  the  Kingdom  might  be  disbanded.  I 
should  hope  that  this  reduction  of  expense  would  enable  the  government 
to  provide  for  the  pay  of  the  army  beyond  the  frontiers.  I  assure  you  that 
the  deficiency  of  their  pay  is  become  a  matter  of  serious  importance ;  and 
unless  the  government  can  provide  for  it,  we  must  draw  back. 

I  don't  believe  we  are  at  all  behindhand  with  the  subsidy ;  but  if  we 
are,  it  is  to  the  amount  of  a  mere  trifle ;  and  I  will  not  admit  for  a  moment 
that  the  irregularity  of  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  is  any  excuse  for  the 
irregularity  of  the  payment  of  the  troops.     I  still  insist  upon  it,  that  the 
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Portuguese  government  have  not  adopted  the  measures  which  they  ought 
to  adopt,  to  raise  that  revenue  from  the  country  which  the  country  is  ahle 
and  ought  to  he  made  to  pay,  whether  the  subsidy  is  in  arrear  or  not ;  and 
however  the  right  to  demand  money  may  increase  in  consequence  of  the 
decrease  of  the  demand  for  supplies  in  kind,  in  consequence  of  disbanding 
the  militia,  I  give  notice  that  I  cannot  increase  the  advances  from  the  mili- 
tary chest  of  this  army.  The  Portuguese  government  had  better  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  representing  this  matter  to  the  King's  government, 
and  not  trouble  me  upon  it  when  they  shall  feel  the  evil. 

I  have  desired  Hill  to  order  Col.  Diggens  to  join  his  corps  with  his 
regiment  of  cavalry.  You  will  see,  from  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  how 
we  stand.  I  hope  that  we  may  take  this  place ;  but  I  doubt  it  I  have 
neither  officers  nor  good  troops,  the  whole  of  which  I  have  left  behind  me ; 
and  I  can  undertake  nothing  with  hopes  of  success  without  great  loss. 
However,  if  I  can  get  the  place,  which  the  French  have  made  very  strong, 
at  an  early  period,  I  hope  I  shall  have  a  fine  game  before  me. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Sttwart.  Villa  Toro,  23d  Sept,  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  last  night.  I  was  on  the  point  of  writuig  to 
inform  you  that  I  should  be  happy  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  assistance 
again,  when  I  heard  from  Col.  Torrens  that  you  were  appointed  to  the 
Staflf  of  this  army.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  place  you  in  your  old  8itu&- 
tion,  which  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  do.  But  you  had  better  come  up  to 
head  quarters  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Salamanca,  and  Arevalo.  You  will  hear 
at  the  last  two  where  headquarters  are ;  and  before  I  see  you,  I  shall  know 
whether  I  can  place  you  where  you  were  before. 

To  Major  Gen.  Oiwald.  Villa  Toro,  33d  Seiit.  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  1 4th  this  morning,  and  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  you  are  appointed  to  the  Staff  of  this  army.  You  will  do  well  to 
proceed  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to  Salamanca,  and  thence  to  Arevalo  and 
Valladolid  to  join  the  head  quarters  of  the  army.  You  will  hear  at  Sala- 
manca or  Arevalo  where  they  are. 

Plan  for  the  aUack  of  the  exterior  line  of  the  casUe  of  Burgot.  33d  Sept  1 813. 

1.  Lieut.  Col.  Brown  to  take  possession  of  the  houses  along  the  south 
front  as  soon  as  it  is  dark. 

2.  He  is  to  be  supplied  with  12  axes,  which  are  to  be  sent  to  him  by  a 
person  who  will  certainly  find  him  this  night. 

3.  The  400  men  of  the  Ist  division  ordered  to  be  in  readiness,  are  to 
move  as  soon  as  the  moon  rises,  and  to  proceed  to  the  fl^che  immediately 
on  the  right,  looking  from  the  camp,  of  the  horn  work.  Lieut  Col.  Bur- 
goyne  will  take  care  that  there  is  an  officer  to  conduct  them  to  the  spot. 

4.  They  are  then  to  take  up  the  ladders  and  12  axes,  and  are  to  proceed 
and  place  themselves  under  cover  of  the  banks  opposite  the  exterior  line 
of  the  castle. 

5.  At  11  P.M.  200  men  of  this  party  are  to  move  forward  to  storm  the 
wall  of  the  exterior  line  at  the  place  pointed  out  by  officers  to  be  named 
by  Lieut.  Col.  Burgoyne,     The  remaining  200  men  are  to  be  formed 
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Miind  the  bank,  and  are  to  protect  by  their  fire  the  advance  of  the  party 
to  storm.  The  storming  party  are  to  consist  of  30  men,  to  carry  5  long 
ladders,  12  men  with  axes,  and  then  one  officer  and  20  men,  who  are  to 
mount  the  ladders,  to  be  followed  immediately  by  50  more  as  soon  as 
the  ladders  are  planted,  and  then  by  the  remainder  of  the  party  of  200 
appointed  to  storm. 

6.  At  10"  minutes  before  11,  Col.  Brown  is  to  order  130  men  of  the 
troops  under  his  command  to  move  out  from  the  houses  on  the  south 
front  of  the  castle.  They  are  to  pass  the  small  ditch,  &c,  and  are  to  move 
up  to  the  palisade,  which  they  are  to  cut  down,  and  open  a  communication 
with  the  storming  party,  which  will  move  to  the  front  of  the  line. 

1.  These  men  are  to  protect  the  right  of  the  storming  party,  being 
themselves  covered  by  the  palisade ;  and  CoL  Brown  will  direct  that  a 
heavy  fire  may  be  kept  up  from  the  houses  to  be  occupied  by  his  troops 
on  the  enemy's  interior  line. 

8.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  are  driven  from  the  interior  line,  and  the 
storming  party  are  established  in  the  guard  house,  and  a  communication 
established  with  Col.  Brown's  detachments,  the  200  men  in  reserve  behind 
the  bank  are  to  be  employed  at  work  in  laying  open  the  wall,  and  in 
securing  the  storming  party  on  the  ground  before  morning. 

An  G4n6ial  Dod  Carlos  de  Eqpa2ft.  Villa  Toro^  ce  S3Sept  1812. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  gazette  de  Madrid,  dans  laquelle  il  est  encore  une 
fois  question  de  moi  et  de  I'arm^e  sous  mes  ordres. 

Je  vous  prie  de  faire  savoir  k  I'imprimeur  de  cette  gazette,  qu'il  ne 
peut  pes  rendre  un  service  plus  important  k  I'ennemi  que  de  donner  des 
nouvelles  sur  I'armi^  alli<^,  et  surtout  sur  moL  Je  sais  que  les  Gtbi^ux 
Fran^ais,  surtout  ceuz  k  la  distance,  ne  savent  que  ce  qu'ils  apprennent 
par  les  gazettes  que  le  gouvemement  et  les  Cortes  sont  aasez  fous  pour 
laisser  imprimer  partout  en  Espagne.  L'imprimeur  k  Madrid  jugera  s'il 
est  convenable  de  foumir  ces  nouvelles  k  I'ennemL  Je  ne  serais  pas  du 
tout  (Itonn^  si  Suchet  et  Soult  se  dirigent  vers  Madrid ;  et  je  vous  prie  de 
dire  a  Messieurs  les  magistrats  de  la  ville  de  Madrid,  et  k  I'imprimeur  de 
la  gazette  de  Madrid,  que  si  j'y  vois  encore  mon  nom,  ou  la  designation 
du  lieu  oh  je  suis,  ou  d'aucun  diltachement  de  I'armcSe  sous  mee  ordres,  je 
retirerai  mes  troupes,  et  je  laissend  la  ville  de  Madrid  k  son  sort. 

Tht  A,0.  /«  Qffieert  commandmg  at  koqtital  tiaHonM,  23d  Sept  1812. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  acquaint  you  that  the  several 
Courts  Martial  hereafter  held  by  your  order  at  the  depot  station  under  vour  com- 
mand are  to  be  approved  by  yourself  and  not  sent  to  head  quarters  for  his  Excel- 
lency's approval. 

T%t  A.G.  to  Mc^or  Qtn,  Omtom,  6/A  drntion,  2dd  Sept.  1812. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  I  have  herewith  tlie  honor  to 
eodose  you  a  copy  of  the  pass  order  of  this  evening,  and  agreeably  thereto  1  am 
to  request  you  will  furnish  the  covering  party  as  therein  detailed.  It  will  be 
necessary  (as  the  covering  party  is  relievea  every  12  hours)  that  they  should  be 
in  the  trenches  by  7  o*c1ock  to-morrow  morning,  passing  fi-om  your  camp  to  the 

post  occupied  by  Col.  Brown,  at  the ,  where  they  will  be  met  by  an  ofGcer 

of  the  engmeers,  who  will  givo  them  further  instructions  as  to  the  trench  they  are 
to  occupy. 
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Au  G^n.  Don  Carlos  de  E^Muia.  Villa  Toro,  ce  24  Sept.  1813, 

Vous  voyez  les  constk^uences  des  nouvelles  publiees  dans  la  gazette  du 
5.  Je  I'ai  bien  dit  que  vers  le  15  nous  verrions  que  les  Fran^ais  de 
Valence  se  mettraient  en  mouvement.  Comme  ce  Monsieur  a  d^j^  tant 
publitJ,  je  vous  prie  de  lui  faire  publier  que  le  GtSneral  Hill,  avec  son 
arm^e,  est  a  TolMe,  et  qu'on  m'attend  tous  les  jours ;  mais  rien  de  plus. 

To  Biardial  Sir  W.  C.  Bcre«ford,  K.B.  Villa  Toio,  26th  Sept,  1813. 

I  have  heard  of  your  arrival  at  Lisbon,  and  I  am  happy  to  "find  that  you 
are  pretty  well.  I  enclose  an  anonymous  letter,  which  contains  some 
facts  regarding  Col.  Campbell,  which  probably  might  as  well  be  inquired 
into. 

We  are  not  going  on  in  a  very  satisfactory  way  here ;  however,  if  we 
are  lucky  in  the  next  2  days  I  think  I  shall  take  the  place. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  26th  Sept.  1812. 

I  am  much  in  want  of  40  barrels  of  gunpowder,  each  containing  90  lbs., 
for  the  attack  of  this  place ;  and  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if 
you  can  let  me  have  this  quantity  from  the  ships  under  your  command. 

I  send  with  this  letter  one  to  the  principal  Spanish  authority  at  San- 
tander,  to  request  him  to  supply  20  mules  to  carry  here  this  quantity  of 
powder,  whose  hire  I  will  pay  on  their  arrival  with  this  army ;  and  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  communicate  with  this  gentleman,  and 
urge  him  to  send  the  powder  without  loss  of  time. 

If  he  will  let  me  know  by  what  road  it  will  pass,  and  on  what  di^,  I  will 
send  relays  of  mules  to  meet  it. 

Au  G«a.  Don  Carlos  de  Espa&u  Villa  Toro,  ce  26  Sept,  1 812. 

Je  vous  envoie  I'ordonnance  pour  le  payement  de  la  seconde  moiti^  du 
mois  de  Juillet 

II  faut  que  je  vous  dise  cependant  que  je  ne  suis  pas  du  tout  satisfait 
de  la  conduite  de  la  gamison  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  J'ai  des  plaintes  de  la 
part  de  tous  les  oflSciers  qui  ont  passtf  par  \k  demierement,  de  la  conduite 
atroce  qu'ils  ont  tenu  envers  les  prisonniers  Franqais,  dont  ils  c^taient 
I'escorte  depuis  Ciudad  Rodrigo  jusqu'k  Sabugal;  surtout  ceux  qui 
tStaient  prisonniers  par  des  capitulations  k  Madrid  et  a  Guadalaxara,  signees 
par  moi. 

G.  O.  Villa  Toro,  26th  S«ipt.  18  IS. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  18  concerned  to  observe,  from  a  perusal  of  the  pro- 

ceedmgs  of  a  General  Court  Martial  on  the  trial  of  Capt. ,  of  the  —  regt, 1  tliat 

the  orders  which  he  has  repeatedly  issued  to  this  army,  regarding  the  conduct  of  officers  in 
quarters  and  cantonments,  regarding  their  conduct  on  a  march,  regarding  the  inspections 
of  the  soldiers'  necessaries,  and  particularly  their  ammunition,  have  not  been  attended  to 

in  the ;  and  as  Lieut  Col.  Stewart,  their  late  commanding  officer,  was  very  attentive 

to  his  duty,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  af^rehensive  that  the  want  of  attention  to 
these  orders  is  more  general  than  he  has  hitherto  imagined. 

2.  He  entreats  the  Commanding  and  other  officers  of  regiments  to  peruse,  with  attention, 
the  G.  O.  of  the  army,  and  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  duties  which  those  orders 
impose  upon  them,  and  to  perform  them  with  strictness  and  regularity. 

3.  They  may  depend  upon  it  that  unless  the  duties,  prescribed  in  these  orders,  are  per- 
formed with  regularity,  the  regiments  cannot  be  kept  in  the  order  in  which  they  ought  to 
be  for  the  service  required  from  them. 
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Vous  satez,  M.  le  G<$ntSral,  sous  quelles  conditions  j'ai  promis  de  donner 
la  solde  anx  troupes  sous  vos  ordres ;  et  vous  savez  si  j'ai  agi  selon  ma 
promesse.  Le  fait  est  que  vous  avez  re^u  plus  que  mes  troupes  depuis 
que  cet  arrangement  a  eu  lieu.  Mais  je  ne  donnerai  plus  d'argcnt  aux 
officiers  et  troupes  qui  n'ont  pas  de  discipline,  et  qui  osent  piller  et  mas- 
sacrer  des  prisonniers  de  guerre  avec  lesqueis  j'avais  fait  capitulation. 
Les  officiers  de  la  gamison  n'ont  pas  fait  leur  devoir,  ou  ce  malheur  ne 
serait  pas  arriv^ ;  et  je  ne  payerai  pas  des  officiers  qui  ne  font  pas  leur 
devoir.  N'ayant  pas  fait  leur  devoir,  ils  auraient  du  6tre  punis ;  et  je  ne 
payerai  pas  les  chefs  qui  ne  punissent  pas  ceux  qui  nt^gligent  leurs  devoirs. 

J'esp^rais  pouvoir  vous  envoyer  des  rapports  officials  sur  ce  sujet,  que 
Yous  auraient  mis  dans  le  cas  de  punir  ceux  qui  ont  mal  agi ;  mais  je  ne 
les  ai  pas  encore  re^u.  Je  n'ai  pas  voulu  dt^tenir  plus  long  temps  la  solde 
de  Yotre  division ;  mais  je  vous  prie  de  retenir  dans  vos  mains  celle  de  la 
gamison  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  jusqu'k  ce  que  je  sache  que  ceux  qui  ont 
commis  ce  d^sordre  ont  tt6  punis. 

J'ai  un  h6pital  k  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  on  me  dit  que  la  ville  est  si  sale, 
que  je  crains  que  d'etre  oblig«$  de  Ten  tJloigner.  Je  vous  prie  d'en  dire 
un  mot  au  Gouvemeur. 

To  Hit  Bxcellency  C.  Stuart.  Villa  Toro,  26th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Dalrymple  the  statement  of  prices  to 
enable  me  to  answer  your  letter  of  the  Hth  as  fully  as  I  could  wish ;  but 
having  made  up  my  mind  upon  one  point  in  the  question  which  is  the 
principal  one,  I  think  it  best  to  lose  no  time  in  writing  to  you. 

The  horses  would  be  of  no  use  to  the  British  army,  and  I  believe  of 
none  to  the  Portuguese.  The  latter  can  get  as  many  horses  as  they  have 
money  to  pay  for,  from  Spain,  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

If  the  Egyptian  com  can  be  ground  by  Portuguese  mills,  which  is  I 
believe  doubtful,  and  that  it  can  be  got  at  all,  for  goods,  or  military 
stores,  take  it  at  any  reasonable  price;  and  write  to  England  for  the 
goods ;  or  I  will  endeavor  to  give  some  of  die  latter  from  Portugal  and 
Cadiz. 

If  the  com  cannot  be  got  without  money ^  I  am  afraid  we  must  do  with- 
out the  com,  for  we  were  never  so  badly  off  for  money  as  at  present. 
However,  if  the  corn  is  reasonably  cheap,  and  it  can  be  ground,  and  Sam- 
payo,  or  any  other,  can  do  any  thing  in  the  business,  without  distressing 
or  rather  depriving  the  military  chest  of  any  money,  I  will  come  into  any 
arrangement  that  may  be  deemed  expedient  on  the  subject 

Brito  had  better  go  to  Madrid ;  but  you  must  settle  this  matter  with  Sir 
W.  Beresford. 

I  find  that  the  Portuguese  Commissaries  refuse  some  wheat  offered  to 
them  to  supply  their  last  demand.  Surely  the  stomachs  of  the  Portuguese 
soldiers  are  not  nicer  than  those  of  our  soldiers ;  and  Senhor  Cardoso  can- 
not suppose  that  I  would  allow  the  soldiers  of  either  nation  to  eat  bad 
bread !  The  tmth  is,  that  there  is  no  better  wheat  than  what  has  been 
offered  to  him ;  and  if  it  will  not  answer,  we  cannot  supply  their  wants. 
I  know  the  reply,  *  Then  give  us  money,'  to  which  I  make  the  usual 
rejoinder,  *  I  have  none  to  give.' 
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To  Hit  ErceHency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K,B.  Villa  Toro,  2«th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th,  and  I  am  very  happy  that  you 
are  gratified  by  my  presumption  in  reminding  Lord  Castlereagh  of  your 
claim  to  promotion  in  your  line,  or  to  some  mark  of  His  Majesty's  favor.* 
I  assure  you  that  I  did  it  from  a  sense  of  justice  to  you,  which  I  hope  will 
render  the  act  still  more  agreeable  to  you ;  nor  did  I  think  or  wish  that  it 
should  ever  come  to  your  knowledge. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  Lord  Castlereagh  had  thought  of  you  be- 
fore he  could  have  received  the  suggestion  which  I  made  to  him. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  WeUeeley,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  27th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  from  the  16th  to  the  2l8t,  and  I  now  enclose 
my  late  dispatches,  from  which  you  will  see  how  we  stand. 

We  shall  see  in  what  form  the  proposition  will  be  made  to  me  to  com- 
mand the  Spanish  army,  which  I  shall  accept  of,  if  it  should  be  conferred 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  me  to  be  of  any  service  to  the  cause.  At 
all  events  I  will  explain  myself  fiillyon  the  subject 

I  strongly  recommend  to  you  to  withhold  all  interference  in  the  forma- 
tion of  any  new  government. 

Can  you  dupply  Ballesteros  with  clothing  and  shoes  ? 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  27th  Sept  1812. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether 
you  can  let  me  have  from  the  squadron  under  your  command  at  Santander 
100,000  lbs.  or  150,000  lbs.  of  biscuit,  for  which  I  will  send  to  Santander* 

We  are  not  getting  on  very  rapidly,  and  I  don't  feel  certain  that  I  shall 

*  Referring  to  a  letter  written  to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  18th  Aug.,  *  tamtting  the 
of  conferring  fome  mark  of  Royal  fevor  upon  Mr.  Stuart*    The  draft  of  the 


letter  is  missing.    Sir  C.  Stuart  was  gaietted  Knight  of  the  Bath  on  the  26th  Sept.  1812, 
but  not  actually  knighted  by  Lord  Wellington  till  the  17th  Jan.  1813. 

A.  G.  O.  VilU  Toro.  rrtk  Sept.  isit. 

1.  From  the  quantity  of  musket  ammunition  called  for  by  Che  several  diTisioni^  since  the 
commencement  of  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  per- 
suaded that  his  orders  on  thu  subject  have  not  hiea  obeyed. 

2.  These  orders  prescribed  that  the  oiBcers  commanding  companies  shall  inspect  the 
anununition  of  every  soldier  of  the  companies  at  every  parade,  and  see  that  it  is  comi^ete. 
The  object  of  these  orders  is  to  prevent  the  waste  or  sale  orammimition,  and  that  requisitions 
may  be  made  on  the  stores  at  me  moment  any  deficiency  occurs. 

3.  The  stores  of  musket  ammunition  are  necessarily  limited ;  and  tite  state  of  them  is 
founded  upon  the  certainty  that  every  soldier  in  the  ranks  has  at  all  times  in  his  possession 
60  rounds :  but  this  certainty  cannot  exist,  and  the  stores  must  be  insufficient,  if  the  officers 
commanding  companies  neglect  their  duty,  and  do  not  inspect  their  ammunition  at  every 
parade,  according  to  orders ;  and  the  consequence  is,  as  happened  in  a  late  instance,  that 
before  the  soldiers  are  engaged  for  five  minutes,  ammunition  is  wanting,  and  the  stores  are 
unnecessarily  exhausted,  at  a  great  distance  from  all  means  of  supplying  them. 

4.  It  gives  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  greatest  concern  to  be  obliged  to  complain 
80  frequently  of  disobedience  of  his  orders  by  the  officers  of  the  army ;  but  the  instances  are 
so  constant  and  so  glaring,  and  so  likely  to  be  attended  by  consequences  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, that  he  sb(Duld  not  perform  his  duty  if  he  did  not  notice  them. 

5.  He  now  desires  that  the  Commanding  officers  of  every  regiment  will  report  on  the 
back  of  the  daily  state,  the  number  cf  times  each  day  that  me  regiment  or  battalion 
paraded,  and  that  the  musket  ammunition  was  inspected  at  each  parade,  and  whether  com- 
plete or  not.  The  General  officer  commanding  the  division  is  to  report  daily,  on  the 
CMtck  of  the  daily  state  from  the  division,  at  what  hour  on  the  preceding  oay  each  regiment 
had  paraded,  and  that  the  musket  ammunition  had  been  reported  to  have  been  inspected, 
and  whetlier  it  was  complete  or  not. 
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succeed,  as  I  have  very  little  artillery  and  stores  for  my  object;  but  I 
hope  I  may  succeed.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  collected  at  Pancorbo 
and  Miranda. 

I  send  this  in  the  cipher  transmitted  by  Mr.  Croker. 

To  the  Earl  of  MulgniTe,  Master  General  of  die  Ordnance.    Villa  Toro,  27tfa  Sept  1813. 

I  enclose  2  letters  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Col.  Robe,  to  which 
I  wish  to  draw  your  attention,  and  to  have  your  opinion  on  their  contents. 
An  officer  of  the  Drivers,  Lieut. ,  was  lately  put  into  arrest  for  ab- 
senting himself  without  leave,  and  taking  with  him  horses,  mules,  and 
drivers,  belonging  to  the  Brigade  of  Artillery,  to  which  he  was  attached ; 
and  upon  the  inquiry,  which  I  made  into  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  number  of  drivers,  horses,  and  baggage  mules 
allowed  to  an  officer  of  Drivers  in  this  army,  was  enormous.  I  therefore 
desired  that  inquiry  might  be  made  from  Col.  Robe,  whether  it  was  cus- 
tomary in  the  artillery  to  provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  officers'  baggage, 
when  they  received  b&t  and  forage;  in  answer  to  which  inquiry,  the  letter 
of  the  10th  Sept  was  received. 

In  this  army  there  is  no  baggage  of  any  officer  carried  by  the  public, 
excepting  of  those  of  the  Artillery.  I  believe  that  the  custom  of  the  Ar- 
tillery service  is  as  stated  by  Col.  Robe ;  but  it  appears  that  the  allowance 
to  a  Lieutenant  of  Drivers  of  one  horse,  2  mules,  and  2  drivers,  is  rather 
more  than  is  necessary,  or  than  what  ought  to  exist. 

It  appears  that  the  horse  is  no  longer  allowed;  and  one  driver  as  the 
servant  of  the  officer,  and  one  mule  for  the  baggage  of  the  captain,  and 
one  for  2  subalterns,  are  as  much  as  ought  to  be  necessary,  or  ought  to  be 
given.  However,  of  course  I  shall  make  no  alteration  on  this  subject  till 
I  hear  from  you. 

We  have  a  difficult  job  in  hand,  that  is,  to  take  a  very  strong  castle  well 
provided  with  artillery,  and  with  a  numerous  garrison,  without  incurring 
a  large  loss  of  men,  if  possible,  and  without  being  provided  with  sufficient 
artillery,  and  without  a  large  expenditure  of  ammunition.  We  are  getting 
on,  however,  and  I  hope  we  may  succeed.  But  I  wish  I  could  be  a  little 
more  certain  of  success.  If  we  do  succeed  soon,  I  hope  to  send  the  French 
army  beyond  the  Ebro  before  the  winter  is  over. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Villa  Toro»  27th  Sept  1813. 

The  operations  against  the  castle  of  Burgos  have  been  continued,  since 
I  addressed  you  on  the  20th ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  I  directed  that 
an  attempt  might  be  made  to  take  by  storm  the  exterior  line  of  the 
enemy's  works,  one  of  the  batteries  destined  to  support  our  position  within 
them  having  been  in  such  a  state  of  preparation  as  to  afford  hopes  that  it 
would  be  ready  to  open  on  the  morning  of  the  23d.  The  attack  was  to 
have  been  made  by  detachments  of  Portuguese  troops  belonging  to  the  6th 
division  which  occupied  the  town  of  Burgos,  and  invested  the  castle  on  the 
S.W.  side  on  the  enemy's  left,  while  a  detachment  of  the  1st  division  under 
Major  Lawrie  of  the  79th  should  scale  the  wall  in  front  Unfortunately, 
the  Portuguese  troops  were  so  strongly  opposed  that  they  could  not  make 
any  progress  on  the  enemy's  flank ;  and  the  escalade  could  not  take  placew 
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I  am  BCftry  to  say  that  our  loss  was  severe.  Major  Lawrie  was  killed, 
and  Capt  Frazer,  who  commanded  a  detachment  from  the  hrigade  of 
Guards,  was  wounded.*  Both  these  officers,  and  indeed  all  those  employed 
on  this  occasion,  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost ;  but  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  flank  having  failed,  the  success  of  the  escalade  was  impracticable. 
We  have  since  established  ourselves  close  to  the  exterior  wall,  and  have 
carried  a  gallery  towards  it;  and  I  hope  that  a  mine  under  it  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  course  of  to-morrow.  In  the  mean  time  our  batteries  are 
completed,  and  ready  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  interior  lines,  as  soon  as 
we  shall  have  established  our  troops  within  the  exterior  lines. 

The  enemy's  army  are  about  Pancorbo,  and  at  Miranda  on  the  Ebro,  with 
their  advanced  posts  at  Briviesca.  They  have  made  no  movement  to  in- 
terrupt our  operations. 

Marshal  Soult  left  Granada  on  the  15th,  and  marched  towards  the  king- 
dom of  Valencia,  it  is  said  by  Caravaca.  Gen.  Ballesteros  entered  Granada 
on  the  17th. 

I  imagine  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  is  by  this  time  at  Toledo ;  but 
I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  he  passed  the  Tagus. 

Gen.  Elio,  who  now  commands  the  troops  lately  commanded  by  Gen. 
J.  O'Donell,  took  Consuegra  by  capitulation  on  the  22d. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mining  at  the  nege  of  the  castle  of  Burgoe,  from  the 
20tb  to  the  26th  Sept  1812,  induiive. 


1 

} 

1 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
non  -  commissioned 
officers,  and  R.  &  F. 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing      •      •     •      .      . 

7 
12 

3 

13 

50 
264 

59 
289 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Villa  Toro,  27th  Sept  1812. 

I  enclose  the  return  which  I  have  received  of  the  medical  department 
in  this  country,  from  which  your  Lordship  will  see  how  much  we  are  in 
want  of  medical  assistance.  This  want  arises  entirely  from  the  practice  of 
waiting  till  the  last  moment  to  send  out  the  officers  required  from  the 
Medical  Board. 

The  returns  go  to  them  regularly,  but  for  what  purpose  it  is  difficult  to 
say,  as  no  deficiency  is  ever  supplied  till  the  demand  is  made,  and  3  or 
even  4  iHonths  then  elapse  before  a  medical  officer,  whose  services  are 
probably  immediately  required,  can  reach  the  army,  after  a  requisition  is 
made. 

I  likewise  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  practice  of  the 
Medical  Board  in  promoting  to  vacancies  in  this  army.     Instead  of  pro- 

*  Now  Colonel  of  the  Ross-shire  militia,  son  of  the  lata  Lieut  Gkn.  Alexander  Mac- 
keiixie  Fraxer.     Hb  leg  was  amputated. 
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moting  the  officers  on  the  spot,  who  deserve  promotion  highly  from  their 
merits  and  services,  officers  are  selected  in  England,  the  Mediterranean, 
or  elsewhere,  to  be  promoted.  The  consequence  is,  increased  delay  in 
their  arrival  to  perform  their  duty ;  and  all  who  do  arrive  are  sick  in  the 
first  instance. 

It  would  be  but  justice  to  promote  those  on  the  spot,  who  are  perform- 
ing the  duty  ;  and  we  should  enjoy  the  advantage,  and  the  seniors  of  the 
department  at  least  would  have  experience  in  the  disorders  of  the  climate, 
and  of  the  troops  serving  in  this  country,  to  which  climate  they  would 
have  become  accustomed. 

The  juniors  of  the  department  only  could,  generally  speaking,  be  absent 
from  their  duty  from  want  of  health. 

To  Ewl  Batkunt  Villa  Toro,  27tli  Sept,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum  from  Dr.  M*Grigor  regarding  his  allowance, 
to  which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention ;  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  if  some- 
thing  can  be  done  for  him.  He  is  a  most  deserving  man,  and  has  con- 
ducted the  department  of  which  he  is  the  head  with  great  success. 

You  will  see  by  the  morning  state  how  we  stand  in  respect  to  sick. 
The  army  in  general  is  more  healthy  than  it  was  at  this  season  last  year ; 
indeed  there  is  no  disorder  among  the  old  soldiers,  and  none  of  them 
would  be  in  hospital,  if  we  had  not  had  so  many  wounded  during  the 
campaign.  But  the  regiments  recently  arrived,  whether  from  England 
or  Uie  Straits,  are  very  unhealthy ;  and  the  loss  by  death  is  almost  con- 
fined to  them.  I  am  afraid  that  our  soldiers  are  not  sufficiently  exercised 
in  marching,  when  at  home  or  in  foreign  garrisons ;  and  they  become 
sickly  as  soon  as  they  are  obliged  to  make  a  march.  The  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  I  am  afraid  the  officers,  are  very  bad,  and  they  neglect 
to  attend  to  the  food  of  the  soldiers ;  and  when  they  first  take  the  field, 
they  are  not  aware  of  the  necessity  of  attending  to  this  important  point 
themselves. 

We  are  getting  on,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  I  could  wish ;  and  I  wish  I 
could  be  more  certain  of  final  success.  It  is  not  easy,  however,  to  take  a 
strong  place,  well  garriscmed,  when  one  has  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
cannon ;  when  one  is  obliged  to  save  ammunition  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance of  our  magazines ;  and  when  one  is  desirous  of  saving  the  lives  of 
soldiers.  Then,  nothing  in  the  way  of  assault  can  be  done  excepting  by 
a  British  soldier ;  and  we  can't  afford  to  lose  them  at  this  distance  from 
England  and  the  sea.  I  shall  know  in  a  day  or  two  whether  I  can  take 
the  place,  and  how  soon. 

Ue  A.G.  to  LUttt,  CoL  Rooke,  J.A.G.,  2d  divition,  27th  Sept  1812. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  memorial  forwarded  under 
cover  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  and  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency 
to  request  a  more  detailed  statement  of  facts  than  has  been  submitted  under  this 
memorial.  Paymaster  ^—  must  be  called  upon  to  state  to  whom  and  by  whose 
order  the  money,  on  account  of  the  —  dragoon  guards,  was  paid,  which  has  not 
been  accounted  for ;  how  much  to  each  person  ;  and  how  much  unaccounted  for 
by  the  individual  to  whom  the  money  was  paid ;  as,  also,  by  whose  order  such 
sums  were  advanced. 
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Tfu  J.O,  to  JUeui,  Col  Bottverw,  A.A.G.^  1«/  divmon,  27Ui  Sq)t  1812. 

An  escort  which  was  ordered  yesterday  from  the  7th  division,  consisting  of  one 
suhaltem,  one  Serjeant,  and  20  R.  and  F.,  to  take  charge  of  tlie  wounded  to  the 
rear,  not  having  arrived,  and  it  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  these  men 
should  be  attended  bv  part  of  the  escort  as  orderlies,  independent  of  the  guard 
that  is  required  for  the  safety  of  the  cars,  I  am  to  reauest  that  as  the  day  is  so 
far  advanced,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  tnis  escort  with  the  least 
possible  delay ;  and  I  propose,  as  soon  as  the  escort  from  the  7th  division  arrives, 
they  should  proceed  to  PelUla,  which  is  the  first  dav*s  march,  and  about  2 
leagues  from  here ;  and  the  escort  from  the  Ist  division  can  rejoin  to-morrow 
mominff.  The  escort,  on  reporting  themselves  to  this  office,  will  receive  furUier 
instructions. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  2Stfa  Sept  1812. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  sent  to  Alicante,  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Bassecourt,  2500  suits 
of  infantry  clothing ;  and  if  you  can  provide  him  with  any  equipments 
for  cavalry,  I  will  thank  you  to  supply  him  with  the  articles  named  in 
the  margin. 

The  AM,  to  tht  Commandant  at  Cmdad  Rodrigo.  28th  Sept  1812. 

As  a  car  is  now  on  its  route  from  Lisbon  to  Rodrigo  with  the  printed  G.  O. 
of  the  army,  I  am  to  request  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  same  at  that  place,  you 
will  forward  it  with  a  fVesh  route  to  Salamanca,  reporting  thereon  to  tnii  office ; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  mules  being  knocked  up,  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  ap> 
plication  to  the  Commissary  for  outers.  As  it  is  desirable  they  should  arrive  as 
early  as  possible  at  head  quarters,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  carrying  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  this  purpose  into  effisct 

To  Major  Gen.  Baron  C  Alten.  Villa  Torn,  29th  Sept  1812. 

I  wish  that  you  would  employ  working  parties  of  the  3d  and  Light 
divisions  to  take  up  the  palisades  in  the  ditch  of  the  exterior  as  well  as  of 
the  interior  line  of  the  walls  in  the  Retiro ;  and  let  them  be  piled  in  con- 
venient piles  within  the  exterior  line,  between  that  and  the  interior  line. 
You  will  give  the  piles  of  wood  in  charge  of  the  Commissary ;  to  be  used 
eventually  as  firewood.  But  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  withdraw 
the  troops  from  Madrid,  and  to  destroy  La  China,  and  the  stores,  as  con- 
templated in  my  Memorandum  of  the  30th  Aug.,  the  piles  of  palisades 
must  be  burnt,  and  they  must  be  formed  with  a  view  to  that  contingency. 

The  troops  employed  on  this  occasion  are  to  receive  working  money, 
and  you  will  do  well  to  relieve  the  party  every  6  hours.  That  is  to  say, 
one  party  to  work  from  6  till  12,  the  other  from  12  to  6  every  day,  till 
the  work  shall  be  done.  You  will  give  the  superintendence  of  it  to  some 
officer. 

Inform  Don  Carlos  that  I  have  given  you  these  instructions ;  which  I 
have  arranged  with  Gen.  Castanos. 

Au  G^.  Don  Carlos  de  Espaiia.  Villa  Toro,  ce  29  Sept  1812. 

J'ai  re^  votre  lettre  du  25,  et  je  vous  renvoie  la  lettre,  qui  ^tait  dans 
le  baton,  qui  a  M  prise  sur  votre  espion.     J'ai  perdu  le  baton. 

To  Don  A.  J.  de  Cortabarria,  Civil  Commiationer  at  Madrid.   Villa  Toro,  29di  Sept  1812. 

I  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  your  arrival  at  Madrid ;  upon 
which  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you. 
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I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  offer  you  my  services  and  assistance  in  any 
way  in  which  you  may  think  that  1  can  be  of  any  use  to  forward  your 
views. 

To  IXn  A.  J.  de  Cortabaim.  Villa  Toro,  29th  Sept  1813. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  attention  Don  Alex.  Guillen,  who  is 
now  at  Madrid,  and  whom  I  have  requested  to  wait  upon  you.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  Salamanca,  with  whom  I  have  long  been  acquainted,  and 
have  had  the  most  intimate  correspondence  on  public  affiurs ;  and  I  have 
not  met  in  Spain  any  person  with  more  upright  intentions,  or  possessing 
such  correct  views  of  public  affairs  as  he  has.  It  is  really  most  desirable 
that  his  country  should  have  the  advantage  of  his  talents ;  and  I  had  long 
detennined  to  recommend  him  to  the  attention  of  the  person  who  should 
be  employed  in  the  situation  which  you  fill.  He  is  a  clergyman ;  and  I 
have  recommended  him  to  the  government  for  a  provision  in  the  church 
in  Galicia,  which  I  hope  he  will  obtain :  but  this  will  not  prevent  him 
from  devoting  his  talents  to  the  public  service  under  you. 

Htmoraodum.  Tilla  Toro,  39th  Sept  1812. 

The  mine  to  be  exploded  this  night  at  12  o*clock. 

The  covering  party  in  the  trenches,  which  is  ordered  to  be  augmented 
in  the  evening  to  300  men,  and  the  working  party,  must  be  moved  into 
the  village  before  the  mine  is  sprung,  excepting  100  men  of  the  covering 
party,  who  are  to  remain  in  the  parallel  on  the  right  and  left 

As  soon  as  the  mine  shall  be  exploded,  the  breach  which  it  will  have 
made  must  be  stormed. 

The  100  men  who  are  to  remain  in  the  parallel  while  the  mine  shall 
explode,  are  to  be  the  storming  party. 

An  officer  and  20  men  are  to  advance  immediately  from  the  right  of  the 
paralld  to  the  breach;  keeping  on  their  left  the  trench  leading  to  the 
breach  of  the  mine. 

These  20  are  to  be  supported  by  50  more  of  the  100,  which  50  are  to 
advance  as  soon  as  the  l^ers  of  the  first  party  shall  have  ascended  the 
breach. 

That  part  of  the  covering  party  which  shall  have  been  sent  to  the  vil- 
lage before  the  mine  shall  be  exploded  are  to  return,  and  form  in  the 
parallel  as  soon  as  the  explosion  shall  take  place,  and  the  storming  party 
must  be  supported  on  the  breach. 

The  working  party  must  be  in  readiness  to  establish  the  party  on  the 
breach. 

The  Field  officer  will  take  care  to  tell  off  his  parties  according  to  these 
orders ;  and  that  the  officer  commanding  each  party  understands  clearly 
what  he  is  to  do ;  where  he  is  to  go ;  and  at  what  time. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  commence  a  fire  from  the  parapet  on  the 
leaders  of  the  storming  party,  the  80  men  which  are  to  remain  in  the 
parallel  till  they  shall  mount  Uie  breach,  are  to  fire  upon  the  parapet  so  as 
to  keep  dom^  Ibe  fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  Field  officer  of  the  day,  on  the  hill  of  San  Miguel,  is  to  move  a 
detachment  of  50  men  into  the  hollow  way  between  the  horn  work  and 

VOL.  YI.  H 
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the  castle,  at  about  1 1  at  night.  This  detachment  will  move  up  and  make 
a  false  attack  on  the  gate  leading  from  the  exterior  line  to  the  esplanade 
in  front  of  the  castle,  as  soon  as  the  mine  shall  explode.  Lieut.  Col.  Brown 
will  likewise  keep  up  a  fire  from  the  houses  on  the  enemy's  left  of  the 
exterior  line ;  and  will  make  a  false  attack  on  the  church,  &c.,  at  the 
moment  of  the  explosion ;  and  if  he  can,  he  will  get  possession  of  the 
house  still  held  by  the  enemy.  He  will  keep  up  a  fire  on  the  palisades  in 
front  of  the  gateway  of  the  interior  line. 

Th0  A.0,  to  Mqjor  Gtn,  J7.  Ciintw,  Qth  dmnon,  29th  Sept  1812. 

The  several  enclosures  contained  in  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  inst.,  I 
transmitted  for  the  information  of  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne,  who  haying  submitted 
the  same  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  if  Mfyor does  not  withdraw  his  letter  containing  very 

improper  expressions  respecting  the  report  made  by  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne,  this 
officer  must  be  broi^ht  to  trial  before  a  General  Court  MartiaL  The  latter  part 
of  his  £xcellency*s  mstructions  to  me  on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  to  give  in  his  own  words :  '  I  know  the  Portuguese  troops  as  well  as 

CoL or  Major ^  and  entertain  a  high  respect  for  them ;  but  I  know  the 

truth,  and  have  been  witness  of  the  fact  reported  by  Lieut.  Col.  Burgoyne,  and 
it  is  doing  no  good  to  the  Portuguese  troops,  or  to  the  service  in  general,  to  deny 
it  I  would^ observe,  also,  that  it  is  rather  too  hard  upon  the  British  part  of  the 
army  to  put  them  on  all  duties  in  which  they  are  exposed  to  danger,  and  that  the 
necessity  for  this  should  exist  in  consequence  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  other 
troops  to  perform  these  duties,  and  then  to  conceal  the  truth,  by  way  of  complaint, 
to  the  Portuguese  troops.  The  fact  was,  as  stated  by  Lieut  CoL  Burgoyne, 
tliat  on  the  latter  part  of  the  night  of  the  25th,  or  morning  of  the  26th  inst,  the 
work  allotted  to  the  Portuguese  troops  was  not  performed,  and  that  it  frequently 
happens  they  don't  work  well  when  very  near  the  enemy.* 

I  am  further  to  request  Major 's  answer  with  the  least  possible  delay,  for 

the  information  of  his  Excellency. 

To  the  Master  of  the  Elkn  transport.  Villa  Toro,  1st  Oct.  1812. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  person  who  will  put  this  letter 
into  your  hands  200,000  rounds  of  musket  ammunition,  for  the  use  of  the 
Portuguese  army,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

To  His  ExcelleDcy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  Ist  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  Sept.,  and  have  perused  all  the 
enclosures.  It  will  be  very  inconvenient,  and  increase  the  difficulties  of 
my  situation  very  much,  if  the  communication  by  sea  along  the  coasts  of 

Portugal  and  Galicia  should  not  be  secure.     I  had  written  to — 

on  the  subject,  and  have  received  an  answer,  which  proves  how  clear  it  is 
that  in  our  country  it  is  better  to  suffer  any  public  inconvenience  than  to 
venture  to  suggest  a  measure  as  a  remedy  which  is  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  another  public  department.  In  future,  therefore,  I  shall 
complain  of  inconveniences  when  they  shall  be  severely  felt,  and  shall  not 

O.  O.  Villa  Toco.  M  Oct.  ISlt. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  concerned  to  state  that  the  working  parties  in  the 
trenches  do  not  perform  their  duty,  notwithstanding  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to 
lelitTe  them  every  6  hours. 

3.  He  desires  that  Lieut  Col.  Burgovne  will  report  to  him  every  morning  who  com- 
manded the  working  parties  in  the  trenches  during  the  preceding  24  hours,  and  whether 
each  of  the  parties  performed  the  work  allotted  to  it  with  due  diligence. 
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trouble  goyernment  with  my  expectations  of  them,  and  with  auggestions 
of  remedies  or  preventives. 

I  concur  entirely  with  you  regarding  the  proposed  measure  of  selling 
lands  in  Portugal.  It  is,  like  many  other  schemes,  easily  suggested  by 
those  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  but  very  diffi- 
cult of  execution.  If  we  could  prevail  upon  the  Prince  and  clergy  to 
allow  us  to  sell  their  property,  where  should  we  find  purchasers  ?  I  don't 
mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  plenty  of  people  in  Portugal  with  money  to 
enable  them  to  purchase ;  but  who  believes  that  this  money  would  be  well 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  in  Portugal,  under  existing  circumstances  ? 

The  danger  of  Portugal  is  lessened,  but  it  is  not  entirely  removed.  The 
fate  of  that  Kingdom  may  still  depend  upon  the  result  of  military  opera- 
tions, upon  which  I,  who  conduct  them,  would  not  recommend  to  any  body 
to  rely  entirely.  If  the  war  in  Russia  should  fail,  Portugal  may  again 
become  the  seat  of  war  in  the  Peninsula.  Who  would  be  desirous  of 
having  property  in  Portugal  under  such  circumstances?  After  all, 
whether  we  or  the  French  ultimately  succeed  in  the  Peninsula,  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  that  matters  are  likely  to  be  in  such  a  state  in  either 
Spain  or  Portugal,  as  to  render  a  purchase  very  desirable  in  either  country 
fbr  some  years  to  come. 

I  don't  recommend  our  government  to  have  any  thing  to  say  to  the 
Portuguese  paper  money.  I  don't  think  they  could  materially  raise  its 
exchangeable  value  in  reference  to  silver,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  they 
could  not  extend  the  sphere  of  its  circulation.  In  a  former  letter  I  have 
shown  you  how  the  Britbh  government  would  be  affected,  and  the  risks 
they  would  incur,  by  taking  as  security  for  any  loan,  or  for  any  such 
operation  as  the  substitution  of  English  for  Portuguese  paper,  the  produce 
of  a  tax  depending  upon  the  continuance  of  the  independence  of  Portugal. 
The  great  fault  of  these  and  other  schemes  of  this  description  is,  that  the 
proposers  of  them  have  not  duly  considered  the  nature  of  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  and  its  consequences,  as  well  to  us  as  to  the  natives  of  the 
Peninsula,  nor  the  character  of  our  enemy. 

I  don't  believe  that  there  is  any  great  export  of  specie  from  Portugal  at 
present.  There  was  a  very  considerable  export  during  the  last  year,  but 
then  Portugal  depended  upon  this  export  for  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 
I  suggested  to  government  to  endeavor  to  procure  these  articles  from  the 
British  American  provinces,  from  the  Mediterranean,  &c.,  but  I  don't  know 
that  any  thing  has  been  done.  As  long  as  the  American  war  lasts  I  fear 
that  the  export  of  specie  must  continue,  unless  government  should  adopt 
successful  measures  to  supply  Portugal  with  com,  from  the  British  colonies 
or  the  Mediterranean. 

I  have  received  Mr.  Vansittart's  papers  from  Lord  Bathurst,  to  which 
I  shall  write  an  answer,  and  will  send  it  to  you. 

I  will  let  you  know  to-morrow  how  much  of  the  demand  for  October 
will  be  given  to  the  Portuguese  government ;  but  as  I  told  Sir  W.  Beres- 
ford  that  I  think  all  the  Portuguese  militia  may  be  disbanded,  I  think  it 
probable  that  they  will  not  require  so  much  as  they  have  asked  for  October. 

P.S.  I  have  desired  that  the  Portuguese  government  may  have  the  sup- 
plies required  for  October ;  likewise  100,000  dollars  of  a  sum  of  money 
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expected  from  Gibraltar,  and  100,000  of  another  gum  expected  from 
England. 

TTbtf  A,0,  to  LUut.  Col,  JrchdaO,  iOtk  regt,,  4tk  dhinoH.  Itt  Oet  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  and 
enclosure ;  but  before  I  can  decide  upon  the  point  submitted,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  ascertain  where  and  when  these  men  were  last  heard  of,  or  under  what  cir- 
cumstances they  have  been  so  long  absent  from  their  corps.  I  am  sorry  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  meet  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  your  letter, 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  navine  approved  of  the  existing  instructions  to 
Commandants  of  depdts ;  but  I  should  presume  the  inconvenience  you  complain 
of  could  be  remedied  by  the  regimental  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  at 
the  depdt  furnishing  the  Adjutant  of  the  regiment  with  the  list  proposed. 

To  Lieut  Oen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  VUk  Toco,  2d  Oct.  1812. 

I  have  received  Gen.  Alten's  and  Don  Carlos*  reports  to  the  29th ;  but 
the  movements  and  intentions  of  Soult  and  the  King  do  not  yet  appear  to 
me  to  be  quite  clear.  They  have  to  guard  against  the  allied  force  col- 
lected at  Alicante  on  the  one  hand,  and  against  Ballesteros,  who  I  learn  is 
to  be  about  Alcaraz,  on  the  other ;  and  one  can  hardly  believe  that  they 
will  venture  to  move  towards  the  Tagus  in  force  by  the  road  of  Albacete. 
If  they  do  not  move  in  force,  they  can  effect  nothing.  If  they  do,  they 
will  expose  their  interests  in  Valencia,  which  is  an  important  resource  to 
them,  too  great  to  risk.  Yet  if  they  do  not  purpose  to  move  to  the  Tagus, 
one  cannot  understand  why  the  King  should  have  gone  to  Almanza. 

Supposing  the  march  of  both  to  be  towards  Cuenca,  and  thence  towards 
Soria,  in  order  to  communicate  with  the  troops  on  the  £bro,  the  object 
might  have  been  accomplished  with  equal,  if  not  greater  ease,  by  his  move- 
ment from  Valencia  by  the  route  of  Utiel  and  Requena.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  object  had  been  to  move  to  the  Tagus,  much  time  has  been 
lost  by  the  route  taken  by  Soult,  and  a  vast  distance  gone  by  bad  roads ; 
and  a  junction  might  have  been  formed  with  equal,  if  not  greater  ease,  by 
the  march  of  Soult  direct  from  La  Carolina  on  Consuegra;  and  the  march 
of  the  King  by  Albacete  into  La  Mancha.  However,  tbe  next  movement 
will  show  what  is  intended. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  have  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  examined 
from  the  junction  of  the  Jarama  or  Manzanares  to  the  bridge  of  Sacedon, 
and  even  higher.  I  understand  that  there  are  several  fords  above  Fuenti- 
dueiia,  where  there  is  a  barea^  and  fords  at  Villamanrique  and  at  Oreja, 
and  even  at  Aranjuez  in  dry  weather.  I  also  understand  that  the  ground 
on  the  left  bank  commands  that  on  the  right.  Below  the  junction  of  the 
Jarama  there  are  likewise  fords  in  dry  weather ;  but  the  banks  on  the 
right  of  the  river  command  those  on  the  left.  You  should  likewise  have 
the  course  of  the  Jarama  or  Manzanares  examined  from  Madrid  to  its 
junction  with  the  Tagus  below  Aranjuez,  as  I  believe  it  affords  an  excellent 
position. 

We  are  not  going  on  well  at  all ;  and  although  T  have  not  given  up  all 
hopes,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  succeed  in  taking  this  castle.  It  is  veiy 
strong,  well  garrisoned,  and  well  provided  with  artillery.  I  had  only 
3  guns,  one  of  which,  was  destroyed,  and  another  much  damaged  last 
night. 
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To  ComiBodora  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  3d  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  Capt.  the  Hon.  P.  Boaverie,  and  have 
conversed  with  him  on  your  plans  and  your  means  of  carrying  them  into 
execution. 

The  great  object  for  me  is  that  you  should  draw  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  by  your  operations,  from  those  which  we  are  carrying  on  on  thii 
side,  and  that  you  should  prevent  Ca£Bu*elli  from  detaching  troops  to  aid 
Marmont's  army.  It  would  be  desirable  for  many  reasons  that  you  should 
get  possession  of  Santona,  and  also  of  Guetana ;  but  I  confess  that  I  enter- 
tain so  bad  an  opinion  of  the  Spanish  troops  that  I  don't  think  you  can 
rely  upon  them ;  and  the  body  of  marines  which  you  have  with  you  is  not 
sufficiently  large  to  do  much  of  themselves,  or  to  be  a  very  efficient  example 
to  thle  Spanish  troops. 

In  regard  to  diversion,  I  imagine  that  the  season  is  now  too  far  advanced 
for  you  to  think  of  Guetaria  again.  Your  efforts  therefore  will  be  neces- 
sarily confined  to  Santona,  respecting  which  place  the  enemy  are  very 
anxious,  for  many  reasons.  You  might  continue  your  preparations  for 
the  attack  of  Santofia ;  and  let  me  know  exactly  what  you  would  wish 
Mendizabal  and  the  troops  under  his  command  to  do,  as  well  while  the 
preparations  are  in  progress,  as  when  all  will  be  prepared  for  the  attack, 
and  during  the  attack,  if  you  should  think  it  expedient  to  carry  that 
operation  into  execution. 

I  am  very  much  afraid  that  I  shall  not  take  this  castle.  It  is  very 
strong,  well  garrisoned,  and  well  provided  with  artillery.  1  had  only  3 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  one  was  destroyed  last  night,  and  not  much 
ammunition ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  on  as  1  ought  I  have, 
however,  got  a  mine  under  one  of  the  works,  which  I  hope  will  enable 
me  to  cany  the  exterior  line;  and  when  that  diall  be  carried  1  hope  that 
I  shall  get  on  better.  But  time  is  wearing  apace,  and  Soult  is  moving 
from  the  south ;  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  I  were  obliged  to  dis- 
continue this  operation  in  order  to  collect  the  army. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  you  should  have  plenty  of  cannon  and  ammuni- 
tion, but  that  you  want  good  soldiers.  I  have  no  want  of  the  latter,  but 
very  little  of  the  former.  The  means  of  transport,  however,  required  to 
move  a  train  from  the  coast  or  from  Madrid,  where  we  have  plenty,  are 
so  extensive,  that  the  attempt  would  be  impracticable. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  powder  and  biscuit:  I  shall  send  for  the 
latter. 

To  GommodflM  Sir  H.  Popham.  ViUa  Tons  3d  Oct  1812. 

The  bearer  hereof  is  employed  by  Qen.  Castanos  to  destroy  some  of 
the  roads  leading  into  Spain  from  France,  for  which  he  requires  200 
quintals  of  gunpowder.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  can 
aid  him  with  this  powder,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  service 
on  which  he  is  employed. 

To  tbe  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellcdey,  K.B.  VUla  Toio,  2d  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  about  Doyle,  and  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  do  any  thing  for  him,  in  order  to  gratify  you,  but  I  am  afraid  that  h^ 
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cannot  get  what  he  wants,  viz.,  the  rank  of  Colonel.  Others  who  have 
been  promoted  were  not  Lieut.  Colonels,  so  that  their  promotion  cannot 
be  a  precedent  Besides,  to  promote  Doyle  would  put  him  over  the  head 
of  several  deserving  officers  of  this  army,  among  others  of  Cadogan. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  don't  get  on  well :  of  3  guns  we  had,  one 
was  destroyed,  and  another  very  much  damaged  last  night.  The  place  is 
really  very  strong,  well  garrisoned,  and  well  provided  with  artillery.  I 
do  not  yet  despair,  however. 

P.S.  Upon  referring  to  the  Army  List  I  find  that  Doyle  is  next  above 
Cadogan;  but  still  there  are  several  meritorious  officers  in  this  army, 
whom  he  would  pass  over,  were  he  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Villa  Toro^  2d  Oct  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  Sept.,  in 
which  you  have  enclosed  the  translation  of  one  of  the  same  date  from 
Don  Ignacio  de  la  Pezuela,  by  which  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
general  and  extraordinary  Cortes  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on  me  the 
command  of  all  the  Spanish  forces;*  for  which  mark  of  the  confidence  of 
that  assembly  and  of  the  government,  I  beg  you  to  express  to  the  Sec.  of 
State  my  most  grateful  thanks. 

I  am  most  earnestly  desirous  of  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to* 
forward  and  attain  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  Spanish  nation  in  their 
just  contest  with  France ;  and  I  feel  no  objection  to  taking  upon  myself 
the  additional  labor  and  responsibility  which  must  attend  my  exercise  of 
the  command  of  the  Spanish  armies.  But  I  cannot  announce  my  accept- 
ance of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Cortes  and  government  until 
I  shall  receive  the  consent  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Elegent,  for  which  I 
shall  make  an  immediate  application. 

I  feel  the  less  regret  on  account  of  this  dday,  because,  having  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  communicating  confidentially  with  the  Genend 
officers  commanding  the  different  corps  into  which  the  Spanish  army  is 
divided,  of  making  them  acquainted  with  the  general  view  of  the  opera- 
tions which  I  hoped  to  carry  on  with  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese 
anny  under  my  command,  and  of  suggesting  to  them  the  line  of  opera- 
tions which  they  should  adopt,  in  order  to  forward  the  objects  which  I 
had  in  view,  I  have  invariably  received  from  them  the  utmost^attention, 
and  every  support  and  assistance  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  give ;  and 
I  am  convinced  they  will  continue  the  same  practice  even  though  I  am 
not  invested  with  the  supreme  command.  The  public  interests,  therefore, 
can  suffer  no  inconvenience  by  my  reference  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, of  the  decision  on  my  acceptance  of  the  honor  conferred  on  me  by 
the  Cortes. 

This  mark  of  the  confidence  of  the  Cortes  and  government,  and  the 
terms  in  which  it  has  been  conveyed  to  me,  afford  Uie  most  satisfactory 
proof  to  my  mind  that  those  authorities  are  convinced  that  in  the  com- 
mand with  which  I  have  already  been  intrusted  by  two  members  of  the 
alliance,  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  forward  the  general  cause  of  all  the 
allies.  It  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  professions  on  this  subject ;  and 
I  hope  that  in  the  new  and  more  prominent  situation  in  which  I  shall  be 
♦  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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placed,  88  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  armies  of  all  the  allies  in  the 
Peninsula,  I  shall  have  not  only  the  full  support,  hut  the  confidence  of 
the  Spanish  goremment,  Cortes,  and  nation,  that  the  measures  which  I 
shall  adopt  are  dictated  hy  an  honest  and  correct  view  of  what  is  hest  for 
the  general  cause  in  which  all  are  so  deeply  interested. 

nt  A,0,  tQ  Brig.  Gm.  Pack  and  Brig.  Gen.  Brad^imL  3d  Oct  181). 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  request  you  will  &vor  me 
with  the  name  of  the  officer  who  was  on  du^  in  the  trenches  with  the  working 
party  from  your  brigade,  from  6  to  12  o'clock  last  night  Also  the  name  of  the 
officer  on  duty  with  the  fatk^ue  party  ordered  to  parade  yesterday  evening  at  6 
o'clock,  at  the  Reserve  Artifleiy  park. 

TV  jt.a.  to  Lietti.  Gm.  tk§  EaH  of  Daihentit,  ComMa.  3d  Oct  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  your  letter  of  the  26th  ult  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces,  and  I  am  to  acouaint  you  that  the  Q.  M.  G.  has 
already  sent  instructions  relative  to  the  march  of  the  troops  landed  at  Coruna. 
Tlie  notification  of  your  appointment  as  a  Lieutenant  General  on  the  Staff  of 
this  army  appears  in  the  u.  O.  of  the  12th  Sept,  from  the  25th  Aug.  last;  and 
I  am  to  request  you  will  favor  me  with  the  names  of  the  officers  composing  your 
personal  Staff,  that  they  may  be  inserted  in  G.  O.  accordingly. 

The  A.G.  to  Mqfor  Stovin^  A.A.G.y  3ddineiom.  3d  Oct  1812. 

The  enclosed  return  from  the  —  regt  has  been  several  times  sent  back  to  the 
Commanding  officer  for  correction,  and  from  the  inaccuracies  still  existing  therein, 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  once  more  returning  it  to  you.  Capt  Durine  having 
most  seriously  reported  to  me  the  great  delay  that  has  been  occasioned  in  the 
general  return  of  the  army,  from  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  a 
correct  monthly  return  from  the  —  regt  for  August,  I  am  to  request  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  enplain  the  circumstance  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  that 
corps,  in  order  that  anotner  return  for  August  may  be  immediately  transmitted  to 
this  office,  the  several  errors  being  corrected  as  already  pointed  out 

Memoraiidam  lor  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne,  R.E.  VilUt  Tofo,  4th  Oct  1812. 

The  mine  in  the  exterior  line  is  to  be  exploded  this  afternoon  at  5 

o'clock,  P.M. 

The  24th  regt  is  to  be  employed  to  storm  the  breaches  made  in  the 
exterior  line  by  the  explosion  of  the  mine,  and  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery. 

G.  O.  Villa  Toio.  Sd  Oct  181  s. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  noticed  in  6.  O.  on  the  lit  intt  the  complaints  he  had 
received  of  the  working  parties,  and  he  is  concerned  to  have  again  to  notice  that  he  has 
received  complaints  of  the  working  parties  ordered  fat  last  nisht 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  concerned  likewise  to  have  to  notice  that  the  work- 
ing party  ordered  last  night  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Artillery,  did  not  perform 
their  duty. 

5.  All  the  officers  and  the  whole  of  the  Portuguese  detachments  absented  themselves  ; 
and  of  course  when  such  an  example  was  set  by  ttie  officers,  much  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  the  soldiers. 

7.  At  the  same  time  that  the  Commander  of  die  Forces  notices  this  misconduct  of  the 
working  parties,  he  is  happy  to  make  an  exception  in  finvor  of  the  Guards,^  who  he  is  in- 
formed have  invariably  performed  this  duty,  as  they  have  every  other  in  this  army,  in  the 
most  exemplary  manner. 

8.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  should  know  that  to  work  during  a  siege  is  as 
much  part  of  their  duty  as  it  is  to  engage  the  enemy  in  the  field ;  and  they  may  depend 
upon  it  that  unless  thev  perform  Uie  work  allotted  to  them  with  due  diligence,  they  cannot 
acquire  the  honor  which  their  comrades  have  acquired  in  former  sieges. 

9.  The  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos  has  afforded  more  than  one  instance  of  the  fatal 
effects  of  the  omission  of  the  working  parties  to  perform  their  duty ;  and  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  hopes  that  he  shall  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  any  in  future. 
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The  storming  party  tor  each  hreach  is  to  be  formed  of  one  oflScer  and 
20  men ;  who  are  to  rush  forward  to  the  breaches  as  soon  as  the  mhie 
shall  explode.  These  are  to  be  supported  hy  50  men  for  each  breach ; 
who  are  not  to  move  out  of  the  parallel  till  they  shall  see  the  leading  men 
of  the  storming  parties  ascend  the  breaches.  The  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment to  remain  in  the  parallel,  in  readiness  to  support  those  who  shall  be 
in  the  breach. 

The  covering  party  in  the  parallel  of  the  exterior  line  must  keep  up 
a  fire  on  the  parapet,  so  as  to  keep  down  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The 
breaching  and  other  batteries  are  to  enfilade  the  exterior  line,  and  the 
second  and  other  lines,  so  as  to  support  the  attack. 

Lieut  Col.  Brown  will  fire  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  new  palisade, 
and  will  make  a  false  attack  from  the  village  ;  and  if  possible^  get  along 
the  wall  inside  either  palisade,  which  he  will  break  through. 

As  soon  as  the  storming  party  shall  have  entered  the  breach  made  by 
the  mine,  they  are  to  turn  to  the  left,  and  break  through  the  palisade,  and 
communicate  with  the  storming  party  of  the  old  breach. 

The  working  parties  and  engineers  will  be  prepared  to  establish  the 
parties  in  the  breaches. 

Col.  Kelly  will  tell  off  the  parties  for  these  several  service ;  and  they 
will  be  ready  to  rush  forward  the  moment  the  mine  shall  explode. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  5th  Oct  1813. 

Col.  Sturgeon  has  been  ordered  to  lay  at  Almaraz  a  bridge  of  the  same 
description  with  that  which  is  laid  at  Alcantara;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  ready, 
and  quite  clear  that  it  will  answer  your  purposes,  I  wish  that  the  bridge  of 
pontoons  which  is  at  Almaraz  should  be  taken  up,  and  that  Lieut  Piper 
should  have  orders  to  go  with  it  by  Plasencia  through  the  pass  of  Banos 
to  Salamanca.  Let  him  report  his  progpress  to  me  by  every  opportunity 
through  the  Commanding  officer  at  Salamanca.  It  will  be  necessary  that 
you  should  send  a  small  guard  with  Lieut  Piper,  as  far  as  Salamanca,  if 
he  has  not  one  already. 

I  have  received  your  letters  to  the  29th.  I  don't  write  to  Gen.  Balles- 
teros,  because  I  don't  know  exactly  where  he  is ;  but  I  believe  he  is  at 
Alcaraz.     At  least  I  understand  he  was  ordered  there. 

Tell  him,  that  I  think  the  best  thing  he  can  do  under  existing  circum- 
stances, is  to  hang  upon  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  if  they  should 
move  by  the  dibouchi  of  Albacete  towards  the  Tagus.  If  they  should  move 
towards  Cuenca,  and  the  northward,  he  should  come  into  La  Mancha,  still 
holding  the  same  situation  relatively  with  the  enemy,  and  communicating 
by  his  own  left  with  your  right 

We  carried  the  exterior  line  of  the  castle  yesterday  evening,  without 
material  loss.  But  this  is  altogether  the  most  difficult  job  I  have  ever  had 
in  hand,  with  such  trifling  means.  God  send  that  they  may  give  me  a  little 
more  time ! 

To  Bfanhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beietfoid,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  5th  Oct  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you 
are  better. 
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I  wish  that  some  mode  could  be  discovered  of  procuring  money  to  pay 
the  Portuguese  subsidy  without  reference  to  me  in  any  manner.  I  cer- 
tainly do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  make  good  the  payments ;  and  order 
money  to  be  issued  on  this  account  when  any  is  ezpectedy  and  long  before 
it  is  received.  At  the  moment  that  every  service  in  the  army  is  in  arrear, 
the  subsidy  alone  is  regularly  paid.  There  is  positively  no  arrear  of  the 
gross  subsidy ;  and  having  made  an  estimate  in  the  month  of  May  last  of 
^e  state  of  the  subsidy,  and  of  the  sum  which  the  Portuguese  government 
might  expect  in  money  after  receiving  certain  articles  in  kind,  that  sum 
has  been  exceeded  in  the  monthly  payments  which  have  since  been  made, 
notwithstanding  that  the  distresses  of  the  army  have  been  such,  that  I  am 
ashamed  to  mention  what  they  have  occasioned.  However,  I  will  never 
write  another  syllable  about  the  subsidy  to  any  body.  It  is  no  concern  of 
mine ;  and  all  that  I  shall  do,  as  long  as  the  payment  is  a  charge  on  the 
military  chest,  will  be  to  hand  over  such  sums  as  I  think  we  can  do  with- 
out. I  have  ordered  that  200,000  dollars  may  be  given  this  month  from 
a  sum  expected  from  Gibraltar,  and  another  from  England. 

It  is  really  necessary,  however,  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  insure 
the  application  of  that  part  of  the  subsidy  which  is  paid  in  money,  to  the 
payment  of  the  troops  serving  with  the  army  of  Spain ;  which  expense  it 
could  more  than  cover.  70,000  dollars  would  have  paid  the  troops  with 
mo  for  a  month  in  August* 

Something  or  other  has  made  a  terrible  alteration  in  the  troops  for  the 
worse.  They  have  lately,  in  several  instances,  behaved  very  ill;  and 
whether  it  be  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  or  their  want  of  pay,  I 
can't  tell ;  but  they  are  not  at  all  in  the  style  they  were.  I  am  raUier 
inclined  to  attribute  their  misbehaviour  to  the  misery  and  consequent  in- 
difference of  both  officers  and  soldiers,  on  account  of  their  want  of  pay. 
If  it  be  true,  as  I  declare  it  is,  that  the  subsidy  is  not  in  arrears,  ought  the 
pay  of  the  Portuguese  army  to  be  in  arrears  at  all?  Ought  it  to  be  in 
arrears  for  a  longer  period  than  the  pay  of  the  British  army  ?  That  it  is 
so,  there  is  no  doubt ;  and  yet  Dom  Miguel,  &c.,  will  produce  hundreds 
of  documents  to  prove  this  assertion  to  be  false,  and  contrary  to  the  evi- 
dence of  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  that  the  men  have  the  money  in  their 
pockets. 

It  is  really  deserving  your  attention  to  look  into  this  subject,  and  to 
insist  upon  the  money  being  applied  in  the  first  instance  to  this  necessary 
purpose. 

I  refer  you  to  my  dispatch  of  the  4th  inst    I  don't  know  what  to  say  of 

this  d d  place.     Our  success  of  yesterday  evening  has  opened  a  new 

scene  to  us ;  but  our  final  success  is  sidll  doubtful.  Luckily,  the  French 
give  me  more  time  than  I  had  a  right  to  expect. 

To  Commodore  £^  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro^  5th  Oct  1813. 

Our  mine  succeeded,  and  we  took  the  enemy's  exterior  line  by  storm 

yesterday  afternoon  with  small  loss.    The  24th  regt.  behaved  admirably 

well.    The  powder  is  arrived,  for  which  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 

you.     I  wish  you  would  let  me  have,  and  would  send  me  40  barrels 

.  more. 
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To  Sir  J.  BnJu,  K.&*  R«ootder  of  BmIdd.  Villa  Toio^  6th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  2d  Sept,  in  which 
jou  have  enclosed  the  record  of  the  act  of  the  Corporation  of  Boston,  hj 
which  thej  have  unanimously  presented  to  me  the  freedom  of  the  borough. 

I  beg  that  you  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks 
to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Councilmen  of  Boston  for  this  mark 
of  their  attention ;  and  that  you  will  assure  them  of  my  earnest  desire  to 
merit  their  approbation  by  a  continuance  of  my  efforts  to  serve  His  Majesty. 

I  beg  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  handsome  terms  in  which  you 
have  conveyed  the  sentiments  of  the  Corporation  of  Boston. 

To  Hit  Bxoellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  5^  Oct.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th.  I  suppose  the  Portuguese 
government  will  arrange  some  mode  by  which  the  troops  will  reap  the 
advantage  of  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Spanish  Regency,  for  pro- 
curing food  in  the  country ;  and  I  hope  that  till  that  arrangement  is  made 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  you  will  take  care  that  their  commissaries  shall 
be  supplied  with  money.  Otherwise,  if  care  is  not  taken  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  see  very  clearly  that  the  provision  for  these  troops  will  fall  upon  me. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  that  this  arrangement  is  just  so  much  waste 
paper.  The  Spanish  government  have  not  the  power  to  provide  for  their 
own  troops ;  how  can  they  provide  for  the  Portuguese  ? 

To  Earl  Batliunt.  Villa  Toro^  5th  Oct  1813. 

One  of  the  mines  which  had  been  prepared  under  the  exterior  line  of 
the  castle  of  Burgos  was  exploded  at  midnight  of  the  29th,  and  effected  a 
breach  in  the  wall,  which  some  of  the  party,  destined  to  attack  it,  were 
enabled  to  storm ;  but  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  detachment 
who  were  to  support  the  advanced  party  missed  their  way,  and  the  advance 
were  driven  off  the  breach  again  before  they  could  be  effectually  supported, 
llie  breach  effected  by  the  mine  was  not  of  a  description  to  be  stormed 
except  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion,  and  it  was  necessary  to  improve  it 
by  fire,  before  the  attempt  could  be  repeated.  But  all  our  endeavors  to 
construct  batteries  in  the  best  situation  to  fire  upon  the  wall  failed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  great  superiority  of  the  enemy's  fire.  One  of  the  only  3 
battering  guns  we  had  and  2  carriages  were  destroyed,  and  another  gun 
was  much  injured.  In  the  mean  time  another  mine  had  been  placed  under 
the  wall,  which  was  ready  yesterday,  and  a  fire  was  opened  yesterday 
morning  from  a  battery  constructed  under  cover  of  the  horn  work. 

The  fire  from  this  battery  improved  the  breach  first  made;  and  the 
explosion  of  the  mine,  at  5  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  effected  a  second 
breach.  Both  were  immediately  stormed  by  the  2d  batt,  of  the  24th 
regt.,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Hedderwick,  which  I  had  ordered  into 
the  trenches  for  that  purpose;  and  our  troops  were  established  within  the 
exterior  line  of  the  works  of  the  castle  of  Burgos.  The  conduct  of  the 
24th  regt  was  highly  praiseworthy ;  and  Capt  Hedderwick  and  Lieuts. 
Holmes  and  Fraser,  who  led  the  two  storming  parties,  particularly  distin- 
guished themselves.  I  am  happy  to  add,  the  operation  was  effected  with- 
out suffering  a  very  severe  loss. 
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The  enemy  are  still  upon  the  Ebro,  and  have  not  made  any  attempt  to 
intexTUjyt  our  operations.  It  is  reported  they  have  extended  to  their  left 
as  £ur  as  Logrono. 

My  last  reports  from  the  frontiers  of  Valencia  are  of  the  25th.  It  is 
stated  that  King  Joseph  was  at  Almanza,  with  1  SyOOO  men,  to  join  Marshal 
Soalt,  who  was  on  his  march  through  Murcia  from  Granada.  My  last 
letter  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Maitland  is  of  the  2l8t  ult  He  was  about  to 
relinquish  the  command  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  give  it  over  to  Major 
Gen.  Mackenzie. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  is  on  the  Tagus,  between  Aranjuez  and  Toledo. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  what  steps  Major  Gen.  Cooke  has  taken  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  which  I  gave  him  to  send  a  part  of  the  troops  composing  the 
garrison  of  Cadiz  to  join  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 

By  the  last  accounts  I  have  of  Gen.  Ballesteros  he  was  at  Granada,  but 
be  has  been  ordered  to  Alcaraz. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  killed  and  wounded  since  the  27th  ult 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  misBing,  at  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Buigos,  from  the 
37th  Sept  to  the  5th  Oct  inclusi? e. 


1 

1 

1 

0^ 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
nou  -  commissioned 
officers,  and  R.&F. 

Killed 

Wounded     ...» 
Uimng 

11 

5 

10 

71 

302 

4 

76 

323 

4 

To  H.R.a  the  Doke  of  York.  Villa  Toro^  (Hh  Oct  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  extracts  of  letters  to  the  Sec.  of  State, 
which  will  make  your  Royal  Highness  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
operations  against  the  castle  of  Burgos  to  this  day.  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend Capt.  Hedderwicky  Lieut  Holmes,  and  Lieut  Fraser  of  the  24th 
regt  to  your  Royal  Highness'  favor  and  protection. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Villa  Toro^  5th  Oct  1812. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  by  which  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  Spanish  government  have  confenred  upon  me  the 
command  of  their  armies. 

The  circumstances  affecting  the  decision  on  this  subject  have  in  some 
degree  changed  since  it  was  last  under  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's 
government,  and  it  is  certainly  quite  impossible  that  operations  can  be 
successfully  carried  on  by  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  armies,  and 
by  the  Spanish  troops,  without  some  concert  among  the  different  divisions 
of  which  each  may  be  composed.  Indeed,  as  in  the  course  of  the  war  the 
Spaniards  have  lost  nearly  all  their  cannon,  and  all  their  cavalry,  they 
cannot  act  generally  in  bodies  separate  from  the  armies  of  the  allies ;  and 
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it  is  expedient,  on  every  ground,  that  the  general  command  should  be 
vested  in  one  person. 

I  have  not  thought  proper  therefore  to  decline  to  accept  the  offer  made 
to  me  by  the  Spanish  government,  in  mj  answer  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley, 
which  I  enclose ;  and  as  they  required  to  have  an  answer,  I  have  expressed 
a  disposition  to  accept  the  command,  if  it  should  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  H.R.H.  the  Prince  Regent  I  beg  that  your  Lordship  will  take 
His  Royal  Highness'  pleasure  on  this  subject 

I  am  sorry  that  I  can't  say  that  the  Spanish  troops  are  at  all  improved 
in  their  discipline,  their  equipment,  their  organization,  or  their  military 
spirit  I  entertain  but  little  doubt  that  in  the  same  field  with  our  troops 
they  will  behave  well ;  and  it  may  be  possible,  by  good  management,  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  those  terrible  disasters  to  detached  corps  by  which 
the  enemy  were  enabled  to  overrun  the  country,  and  to  bring  the  contest 
almost  to  a  conclusion.  But  the  means  of  effecting  this  object,  and  my 
power  over  the  army,  will  be  much  increased,  and  the  army  itself  will 
be  much  improved,  by  the  adoption  of  measures  by  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  insure  the  application  of  whatever  subsidy  may  be  advanced  to 
the  Spanish  government  to  the  payment  of  those  troops  actually  employed 
in  co-operation  with  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  in  operations 
against  the  common  enemy.  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  unless 
money  can  be  procured  to  make  good  any  engagements  of  this  description 
which  may  be  entered  into  with  the  Spanish  government,  the  performance 
of  such  engagements  will  become  a  burthen  upon  the  military  chest  of  the 
army,  and  will  so  far  cramp  our  operations. 

My  object,  in  the  latter  part  of  my  letter  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  was  to 
guard  against  the  pretensions  which  llie  Spanish  government  might  form, 
to  direct  the  operations  of  the  war,  in  consequence  of  their  appointment 
of  me  to  command  the  Spanish  armies. 

TV  J,G.  to  Lima,  Coi. ,  --  ngi^  etk  tBvuum.  ftih  Oct.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  been 
pleased  to  acquiesce  in  your  application  for  leave  to  proceed  to  England,  as  sub- 
mitted this  momine.  I  am,  however,  to  remark,  tnat  an  officer  of  your  rank 
ought  to  reflect  well,  before  he  takes  such  a  step  as  to  apply  to  join  an  army  on 
service,  whether  it  will  not  be  desirable  for  him,  or  he  may  not  feel  inclined,  to 
leave  it  before  the  expiration  of  the  period  which  he  originally  requested  to 
remain  for,  with  such  army ;  and  I  am  directed  by  bis  ExcSlency  further  to  ob- 
serve, that  your  application  is  peculiarly  ill  timed. 

To  C.  Bmm,  Esq.,  Coiiimi«ary  in  Chief.  Villa  Tons  6tb  Oct  181). 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th 
July  last,  containing  a  memorial  from  the  deputies  to  you,  as  Commissary 
Gen.,  for  an  increase  of  their  pay ;  and  I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  duty  peformed  by  officers  of  that  rank,  and  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  their  situations,  I  conceive  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  grant 
them  an  additional  allowance  of  per  diem  (treasury  pay). 

A  Don  F.  X.  Caatafioi.  Villa  Toro,  ce  7  Oct.  1813. 

Je  ne  vous  ai  pas  r^pondu  officiellement  sur  les  opt^rations  du  G<b<$ral 
Mendizabal,  parcequ'il  est  bien  difficile  de  donner  une  opinion  sur  les 
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op<^tion8  d'un  corps  quelconque,  qui  n'est  pas  en  c^tat  de  faire  aucune 
opt^ration.  Le  Gflni^ral  Mendizabal  est  k  pr^nt  tenu  en  (Schec  par  un 
corps  Fnn^ais  k  Durango,  de  la  moititi  de  sa  force ;  et  on  ne  pent  pas 
compter  qu'il  puisse  avoir  du  succes  en  quelque  op^tion  qu'il  entre- 
prenne  centre  Tennemi. 

J'ai  pri^  le  Chevalier  Popham  de  ^re  tout  ce  qu'il  pourrait  pour 
atdrer  I'attention  de  Tennemi  vers  la  c6te.  Je  crois  qu'4  pn^nt  il  ne 
peat  plus  rien  faire  contre  Guetaria ;  mais  je  I'ai  pri($  de  faire  des  pr^ 
paratiffl  pourl'attaque  de  Santo&i;  et  m^me  de  faire  Tattaque  de  cette 
place  a'ii  le  peat.  Je  I'ai  pri^  aussi  de  m'indiqaer  comment  il  croira  que 
le  G^ocfral  Mendizabal  pourrait  I'aider,  afin  que  je  vous  soumette  ses 
id^es.  Si  Popham  pent  faire  cette  operation,  le  GtSnc^ral  Mendizabal 
poarra  ou  Paider  ou  tlicher  de  le  couvrir.  Si  Popham  ne  pent  pas  faire  cette 
operation,  alors  le  G<$neral  Mendizabal  ne  peat  pas  mieux  faire  que  de  se 
tenir  oil  il  est;  faire  travailler  et  discipliner  ses  troupes ;  et  laisser  fBone 
des  courses  par  les  guerrillas  et  les  troupes  l^g^res  sur  les  communications 
de  Temiemi,  et  rendre  difficile  leur  subsistance  dans  le  pajs. 

Le  Gr^n^ral  Mendizabal  doit  prendre  grand  soin  de  ne  pas  6tre  battu  ni 
coup^  dans  les  Asturies  et  la  Gralice :  si  Tennemi  s'avance  sur  lui  en  force, 
il  doit  se  retirer  sur  les  Asturies ;  et  si  Tarmc^  de  la  Galice  4iait  dans  le 
cas  de  se  retirer  et  de  passer  le  Duero,  le  Gc^n^ral  Mendizabal  doit  se 
porter  dans  la  Galice  pour  en  dtSfendre  Tentn^,  si  Tennemi  se  portait  de 
ce  cdt«S  U.  VolU  ce  que  je  pense  sur  les  opchmtions  du  Gc^ndral  Men- 
dizabal. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  lettre  qui  m'a  ^t^  donn^  bier  par  le  Col.  Robe,  qui 
annonce  qu'il  est  arriv^  k  Madrid  un  Brigadier  d'artillerie  Espagnole, 
pour  prendre,  le  commandement  du  Retiro.  Quand  j'ai  quitt<S  Madrid  j'ai 
fait  des  arrangemens  avec  Don  Carlos  pour  renvojer  k  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
tons  les  canons  et  munitions  utiles  qui  ^talent  au  Retiro;  et  j'ai  ordonn^ 

A.  G.  O.  ^Ul«  'I'OM*  7th  Get  1812. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcei  desiTet  that  upon  the  receiot  of  thi*  order,  Lieut , 

of  the  •—  regt.,  proceeding  to  join  the  army,  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  convaletcenta 

from  Liabon,  wul  report  whether  he  me  leave  to  Eutign  ,  —  foot;  laeut , 

—  foot ;  Eutign  ,  —  foot,  and  Eniign  »  —  foot,  to  abaent  themielvet  from 

the  detachment  on  the  march  into  Santarem,  on  the  27tfa  Sept  If  be  did  give  tboee  officen 
leave  to  absent  themselves  from  the  detachment  on  the  march,  he  will  report  the  reason  why 
he  did  so ;  if  he  did  not  give  them  leave  to  absent  themselves,  he  is,  on  the  receipt  of  this 
order,  to  put  them  all  in  arrest,  if  he  should  not  already  have  performed  his  duty  in  this 
respect 

3w  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  likewise  desires  that  Lieut ,  of  the  — -  legt, 

will  report  whether  he  obeyed  the  O.  O.  of  the  SSd  May,  1813^  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  in  regard 
to  the  mspection  of  the  necessaries  of  the  soldiers  under  his  command,  every  day ;  aiid  if 
he  did,  whether  he  punished  any  of  ^e  52  soldiers,  of  60  under  his  command,  who  sold 
their  blankets  on  the  march  between  Lisbon  and  Santarem. 

3.  These  orden  are  to  be  communicated  to  Lieut  '^—  by  the  Commanding  officer  of 
any  station  tlirough  which  he  may  pass,  who  will  take  care  to  receive  and  forward  his  an- 
swer to  headquarters. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  officen  in  command  of  detachments  of 
convalescents  or  recruits  on  their  march  to  join  tiie  army,  will  report  to  the  Commanding 
officer  of  every  station  through  which  they  will  pasi^  the  state  of  their  detachments,  and 
whether  they  have  or  not  obeyed  the  G.  O.  in  resard  to  the  march  of  detachments  to  join 
6ie  army,  particularly  those  of  the  29th  May,  13th,  17th,  and  24th  June,  4th  Sept  and 
17th  Dec.  1809,  1st  Dec.  1811,  23d  May  and  6th  Aug.  1812 :  and  these  reports  are  to  be 
forwarded  to  hmd  quarters,  together  with  the  rqiort  ordered  to  be  sent  from  every  station 
of  Uw  passage  of  tnwps. 
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qu'on  fatse  des  arrangemens  pour  dt^truire  tout  ce  qu'on  ne  pouvait  pas 
emporter,  et  le  b&timent  de  la  China,  si  on  etait  dans  le  cas  d'abandonner 
Madrid  avant  que  tout  ne  fut  eroportt^.  Je  crois  que  faute  de  moyens  de 
transport  tres  peu  a  41^  emporte  encore  ;  et  quoique  je  ne  croy e  pas  qu'on 
puisse  6tre  dans  lantk^essitcS  d'abandonner  Madrid,  je  ne  peux  pas  en  6tre  s&r ; 
et  je  sois  bien  adr  que  si  on  est  dans  ce  cas,  tout  sera  d^truit  sans  faire  du 
mal  h  la  ville,  si  on  laisse  Taffaire  dans  les  mains  du  Col.  Hartmann ; 
mais  je  n'en  serai  pas  aussi  sCbr  si  on  la  donne  au  Brigadier  Espagnol.  Je 
vous  prie  done  de  decider  lequel  des  deux  vous  voulez  avoir.  £n  peu  de 
jours  nous  saurons  s'il  est  possible  qu'il  pent  devenir  niksessaire  d'tSvacuer 
Madrid ;  et  s'il  ne  Test  pas,  nous  pourrons  donner  la  place  au  Brigadier 
£spagnol  pour  en  faire  ce  qu'il  en  voudra. 

Je  suis  tr^  iuquiet  sur  I'l^tat  des  munitions  de  votre  armt^e.  On  m'a 
dit  qu'il  J  a  tr^s  peu  de  coups  pour  vos  8  pieces  de  canon.  Nous  avons 
ramas8<^  des  boulets  de  4  que  nous  pourrions  vous  donner,  pour  lesquels 
vous  pourriez  prendre  de  la  poudre  k  Santander.  II  est  ntcessaire  aussi 
de  donner  un  peu  d'attention  k  V^iat  de  vos  munitions  k  fusil.  Nous  n'en 
avons  jamais  avec  Tarmee  plus  qu'il  n'en  faut  pour  les  troupes  Anglaises. 
Les  Portugais  en  portent  pour  eux-m^mes.  Ainsi  il  faut  compter,  qu'en 
cas  d'a£faire,  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  vous  en  donner.  Si  vous  n'en  avez  pas 
ce  qui  est  ntcessaire,  vous  ferez  bien  d'en  envoyer  chercher  tout  de  suite 
k  Santander,  pour  lesquelles  je  vous  donnerai  un  ordre. 

Je  vols  que  quelques  unes  des  troupes  ont  des  fusils  Fran^ais,  pour 
lesquels  nous  n'avons  pas  de  munitions. 

Je  serai  bien  content  quand  je  saurai  que  I'habillement  des  troupes  est 
arrive 

To  His  Bxoelleucy  Sir  C.  Staart,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  7tb  Oct  1812. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether 
the  Portuguese  government  levy  any  and  what  duties  on  the  importation 
of  com  into  Portugal. 

There  is  nobody  to  whom  I  mention  the  notable  arrangement  between 
the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  governments  for  feeding  the  Portuguese  troops 
in  Spain,  who  is  not  amused  by  it.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  the  Por- 
tuguese government  rely  upon  it,  and  consider  it  no  longer  necessary  to 
send  money  to  supply  their  troops.  I  have  already  advanced  money  to 
the  Portuguese  Commissariat ;  and  I  request  you  to  give  notice  that  I 
shall  give  no  money  from  the  military  chest  at  Lisbon,  if  I  6nd  that  this 
Spanish  arrangement  is  relied  upon  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  acting  in 
Spain. 

TV  J,0.  to  Mt^vr  Oen.  H,  CKnion^  6/A  divMon.  7th  O^  1813. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  have  herewith  the  honor 
to  enclose  you  a  report  from  Lieut.  Rea,  Acting  Engineer,  addressed  to  Lieut. 

Col.  Burgoyne ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  Lieut. ,  and  the  party  of  men  so 

reported,  may  be  sent  to  work  during  6  hours  in  every  24  hours  for  the  next  4 
days,  and  may  be  kept  to  their  houses  in  the  cantonments  of  the  regjiment  during 
the  remainder  of  the  24  hours.  I  am  further  to  beg  you  will  apprise  the  Com- 
manding^ officer  of  the  —  regt.,  that  if  this  happen  again,  his  Excellency  will 
feel  obhged  to  notice  it  in  the  G.  O.  of  the  army. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  Ill 

TV  A,Q,  to  M^'vr  Gm.  H.  Cimtam^  6ik  dhoUkn.  7th  Oct  181X 

Hit  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  approve  of  Lieut.  Gethin,  of  the  11th 
regt.,*  serving  as  an  Acting  Engineer,  I  am  to  request  that  officer  may  report 
himself  without  delay  to  Lieut.  Col.  Burgoyne. 

To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Villa  Turo,  9tb  Oct  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  received  last  night  from  Adro.  Durham,  through  Sir 
H.  Popham,  which  contains  bad  news.  I  have  a  confirmation  from  the 
French  outposts  that  something  of  the  kind  mentioned  has  happened. 

We  have  a  practicable  breach  iu  the  second  line,  notwithstanding  that 
all  our  guns  and  carriages  are  what  is  called  destroyed ;  and  I  am  now 
endeavoring  to  set  on  fire  the  magazine  of  provisions.  I  can't  venture  to 
storm  the  breach.  We  have  used  such  an  unconscionable  quantity  of 
musket  ammunition,  particularly  in  two  sorties  made  by  the  enemy,  one 
on  the  5th,  and  the  other  yesterday  morning,  that  I  can't  venture  to  storm 
till  I  am  certain  of  the  arrival  of  a  supply.  I  have  sent  to  the  rear  and  to 
Santander ;  and  we  are  making  some.  But  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any 
approaching.  I  fear,  therefore,  that  we  must  turn  our  siege  into  a 
blockade. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  lost  poor  Cocks  in  the  sortie  yesterday  morn- 
ing.    He  is  4>n  every  ground  the  greatest  loss  we  have  yet  sustained. 

To  Lieai.  Geu.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K3.  Villa  Toro,  9th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  6th.  I  don't  think  it  yet 
decided  whether  the  enemy  are  or  not  about  to  move  towards  the  Tagus. 
If  the  King  or  Suchet's  troops  have  gone  to  Albacete,  as  would  appear  by 
Wisch's  report,  it  is  clear  that  they  are  about  to  move  in  that  direction  ; 
if  they  are  Soult's  troops,  this  is  not  so  clear;  particularly  if  it  be  true, 
as  is  reported,  that  the  King  and  Suchet  have  returned  to  Valencia.  1 
have  reports  here  that  Suchet  is  going  to  Aragon,  and  that  the  King  is 
expected  at  Pamplona. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from  Adm.  Durham,  containing  bad  news.  I  have 
a  similar  report  from  the  French  outposts  in  my  front.  We  have  a  prac- 
ticable breach  in  the  second  line,  notwithstanding  that  all  our  guns  and 
carriages  are  destroyed ;  and  I  am  now  about  to  set  fire  to  the  magazine 
of  provisions.  But  I  am  afraid  I  can  do  no  more.  I  can't  venture  to 
storm,  having  but  little  musket  ammunition.  Our  consumption  has  been 
enormous,  particularly  in  two  sorties  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  5th,  and 
yesterday  morning ;  in  the  last,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  lost  poor  Cocks, 
which  has  grieved  me  much. 

To  Commodoie  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  9th  Oct  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  4th  and  6th,  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  you  will  be  able  to  remain  on  the  coast  during  the  winter. 

We  have  made  a  practicable  breach  in  the  second  line  of  the  enemy's 
works ;  and  we  are  now  firing  hot  shot  on  the  magazine,  but  I  am  afraid 

*  Thif  oflScer  alio  lenrad  as  an  Acting  Engineer  at  the  fiege  of  San  Sebaitian,  and 
in  the  tecood  asiaalt  conducted  a  Portuguete  column  to  the  attack  and  took  the  French 
colour  rh>m  the  caralier.  {Sm  Litmi,  Om,  Sir  T,  Orakami'*  ktt§r  to  tht  Marqm*  ^  WtU 
hngHm,  \ii  Stfi,  1813.) 
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I  can't  storm  for  want  of  musket  ammunition.  Our  expenditure  has  been 
beyond  all  calculation,  particularly  in  two  sorties  made  by  the  enemy  on 
the  5th  and  yesterday  morning. 

I  sent  a  fortnight  ago  to  our  magazines  in  the  rear,  as  well  as  to  San- 
tander,  for  a  supply ;  and  if  I  should  have  reason  to  expect  a  supply  from 
either,  I  shall  storm  when  the  magazine  is  on  fire ;  if  not,  I  must  turn  our 
siege  into  a  blockade. 

Let  me  know  exactly  what  you  wish  Mendizabal  to  do,  and  what  troops 
you  wish  him  to  detach  towards  you,  and  I  will  arrange  the  matter  with 
Gen.  Castanos.  I  shall  give  you  notice  if  any  circumstances  should  make 
me  move  to  the  south.  Soult  and  the  King  and  Suchet  are  certainly  in 
motion,  but  I  don't  think  that  the  direction  of  their  march  is  yet  decided. 

Adm.  Durham's  news  is  not  satisfactory.  I  am  sure  there  is  some  truth 
in  it,  as  I  have  reports  of  something  of  the  kind  from  the  French  outposts. 

Tht  A.O.  to  Umt.  Col.  £%,  AJL.Q^  Ui  dim$um  eavaby.  9th  Oct  181S. 

I  have  flubmitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  return  of  horses  deemed 
unfit  for  further  service  in  the  cavalry,  and  belonging  to  Major  Gen.  Anson's 
briffade ;  and  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  they  may  be  accord- 
in^y  transferred  to  the  Royal  Waggon  Train.  I  would,  therefore,  propose  that  they 
sbomd  be  sent  over  to  head  quarters  to-morrow  morning ;  and  as  Lieut  Col. 
Langley  is  now  at  head  quarters,  he  will  select  such  as  may  be  calculated  for 
tlus  service :  the  remainder  can  be  disposed  of  in  tlie  usual  manner. 

ThcA.Q.  to  Mqjor  Gem.  H.  CKnion^  6th  dmtum.  9th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  submitted  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  the  several  circumstances  detailed  in  3rOur  letter  of  the  8th  inst,  his 
Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  cancel  the  orders  conveyed  in  my  commimicalion 

of  Uie  7tn  inst  relative  to  Lieut ,  and  a  party  of  the  —  regt ;  and  the 

Commander  of  the  Forces  trusts  he  shall  haTe  no  Airther  occasion  to  notice  the 
misconduct  of  imy  individual  during  the  future  operations  before  the  castle  <^ 
Burgos. 

71W  A,Q,  tif  Major  Gen,  Camfbtlt^  and  Brig,  Qm$,  Pack  and  Bradford,  9(h  Oct  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  scquaint  you,  that  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  several  officers  of  your  brigade  now  under  arrest,  agreeaoly  to  the  G.  O. 
of  the  3d  inst,  may  be  released  therefrom.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  to  convey 
the  Conunander  of  the  Forces'  pleasmre  that  they  may  be  admonished  as  to  their 
future  attention  to  orders  given. 

To  Lieut.  Oen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  VilU  Tore,  10th  Oct  1812. 

I  was  aware  of  the  mistake  in  the  date  of  your  first  letter  of  the  6th.  I 
received  this  morning  that  of  the  6th  in  the  evening,  and  at  the  same  time 
letters  from  Don  Carlos  of  the  7th. 

I  can't  believe  that  Soult  and  the  King  can  venture  to  move  forward  to 

A.  G.  O.  VUla  Toro,  10th  Oct  1812. 

1.  In  consequence  of  the  report  from  the  Purreyor  Gkn.,  that  the  ezpenie  sttendin; 
a  Boldier't  funeral  amounts  to  5«.  6d^  instead  of  Am.  8(^,  which  latter  sum  toe  officers  com- 
manding companies  have  hitherto  paid,  they  are  hereafter  to  pay  5«.  6d,  for  each  man. 

2.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  concerned  to  observe,  that  notwithstanding  his 
orders  of  the  14th  Sept.  1812|,  no  applications  had  been  reoeived  at  Lisbon  on  the  2d  inst 
by  the  officers  of  the  Q.  M.  G.  department  from  the  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments 
mentioned  underneath,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  clothing  of  their  regiments ;  and 
those  officers  stated  that  they  had  received  no  directions  on  the  sufcrject  from  the  eominand- 
ing  officers  of  their  regiments  respectively. 
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attack  you  in  the  position  on  the  Tagus,  without  having  possession  of  the 
forts  in  the  province  of  Murcia  and  of  Alicante ;  unless  indeed  they  pro- 
pose to  give  up  Valencia  entirely.  They  will  in  that  case  bring  with 
them  a  most  overwhelming  force,  and  you  would  probably  be  obliged  to 
retire  in  the  direction  given  to  Gen.  Alten.  I  shall  of  course  hear  from 
you  constantly,  and  I  should  join  you  on  the  Adaja. 

It  will  be  necessary,  however,  that  you  should  attend  to  some  circum- 
stances. If  you  should  retire  in  that  direction,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
order  the  new  bridge  at  Almaraz  to  be  taken  up  and  destroyed,  if  there 
are  not  means  at  hand  of  carrying  it  away.  If  there  are  such  means,  it 
.should  be  removed,  the  rope  work  particularly,  to  Elvas.  My  pontoon 
bridge  should,  if  in  time,  get  across  the  Tietar,  and  go  up  to  Salamanca ; 
if  not  in  time,  it  must  go  round  by  the  bridge  of  Alcantara,  and  do  the  same. 

I  hear  from  Brito  Uiat  the  Cadiz  troops  marched  from  Seville  on  the 
28th ;  if  that  is  the  case,  &ey  ought  now  to  be  near  the  Tagus.  If  they 
should  not  have  crossed  the  Tagus  when  you  shall  retire,  let  them  march 
by  Caceres  to  Alcantara,  and  proceed  thence  by  Guinaldo  and  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  If  they  should  have  crossed  the  Tagus,  and  should  have  arrived 
at  or  be  near  Talavera  when  you  retire,  let  them  proceed  to  Avila,  and 
join  your  ri^t  by  Blasco  Sancho.  I  believe  there  is  a  road  for  carriages 
irom  Oropesa  to  Avila,  by  which  they  should  go,  if  they  should  have 
arrived  at  Oropesa  when  you  shall  have  decided  to  withdraw  from  the 
Tagus ;  or  if  they  should  not  have  arrived  at  Oropesa,  or  if  there  should 
be  no  road  from  thence  to  Avila,  they  must  be  directed  to  march  upon 
Plasencia,  and  thence  by  the  Puerto  de  Banos  and  Bejar  towards  the 
barca.  de  Avila.  This  last  mentioned  movement,  however,  must  depend 
upon  the  state  of  the  Tietar.  I  believe  there  is  neither  bridge  nor  barca 
on  the  lower  parts  of  that  river,  and  therefore,  if  it  should  UQt  be  fordable 
at  the  time  that  Col.  Skerrett  would  have  to  execute  the  proposed  move- 
ment, he  might  be  in  a  scrape.  It  is  best,  therefore,  that  the  bridge  at 
Almaraz  should  not  be  taken  up,  if  Col.  Skerrett's  detachment  should  have 
crossed  the  Tagus,  until  his  movement  shall  have  been  decided,  in  order 
that,  in  case  he  should  not  be  sufficiently  forward  to  join  you  from  Tala- 
vera or  Oropesa,  or  that  the  Tietar  should  be  in  such  a  state  as  that  it 
cannot  be  crossed,  he  may  be  able  to  get  back  across  the  Tagus,  and  to 
make  his  march  by  Alcantara. 

I  write  all  this,  as  I  always  do,  to  provide  for  every  event,  not  believing 
that  these  instructions  are  at  all  necessary.  I  have  at  the  same  time  to 
look  after  troops  joining  from  England  by  Coruna. 

To  CoL  ToneiM,  Military  Secretary.  Villa  Tore,  10th  Oct.  1 813. 

I  enclose  a  report  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  state  of  the  Waggon  train 
with  this  army. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  adverting  to  a  report  recently  communicated 
to  me  by  the  Q.  M.  G.,  regarding  the  misapplication  of  the  carriages  of 
the  Waggon  train  in  this  army  to  carry  baggage ;  together  with  the  draft  of 
an  order  which  Gen.  Hamilton  proposed  should  be  issued  upon  this  subject, 
both  of  which  had  been  laid  before  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

I  have  not  issued  the  order  suggested  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  because  ther9 
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is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  report  that  Uie  carriages  of  the  Waggon 
train  are  misapplied  to  the  purposes  of  carrying  baggage.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  bring  forward  a  suflSciency  of  them  to  carry  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  army ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  there  is  no  instance  in  this 
army  of  their  having  been  applied  to  any  baggage,  excepting  indeed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Waggon  train  themselves,  as  has  recenUy  appeared* 

To  Earl  Baiburst.  Villa  Toro,  11th  Oct  1812. 

The  enemy  have  made  two  sorties  on  the  head  of  the  sap  between  the 
exterior  and  interior  lines  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  in  both  of  which  they 
materially  injured  our  works,  and  we  suffered  some  loss.  In  the  last,  at 
3  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Major  the  Hon. 
C.  Cocks  of  the  79ti),  who  was  field  officer  of  the  trenches,  and  was  killed 
in  the  act  of  rallying  the  troops  who  had  been  driven  in.  I  have  fre- 
quently had  occasion  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
Major  Cocks,  and  in  one  instance  very  recently  in  the  attack  on  the  horn 
work  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  and  I  consider  hb  loss  as  one  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  this  army  and  to  His  Majesty's  service. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  our  troops  are  established 
within  about  100  yards  of  the  enemy's  interior  line,  which  we  have  it  in 
our  power  to  assault ;  and  we  have  effected  a  good  breach  in  another  part 
of  the  same  line,  and  our  troops  are  established  close  to  the  breach. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  the  consumption  of  musket  ammuni- 
tion by  the  troops  has  been  so  large,  particularly  in  the  late  sorties  made 
by  the  enemy,  that  notwithstanding  that  some  has  been  made,  and  that  a 
supply  of  powder  and  musket  ammunition  has  been  received  from  Com- 
modore Sir  H.  Popham,  I  can't  venture  to  allow  the  consumption  of  am- 
munition which  must  take  place  in  the  storm  of  the  enemy's  works,  till  I 
shall  be  certain  of  receiving  a  further  supply.  I  have  ordered  to  Santander 
the  transports  which  have  musket  ammunition  on  board  at  Coruna,  and 
an  officer  of  the  ordnance  has  been  waiting  at  Santander  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month,  to  receive  what  is  required.  I  hftve  heard  that  the 
vessels  sailed  from  Coruna  on  the  3d  inst,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of 
their  arrival  at  Santander.  I  likewise  sent  to  the  magazines  of  the  army 
in  the  rear,  on  the  24th  Sept ;  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  approach 
of  the  ammunition.  I  am  obliged  to  defer  any  further  attack  upon  the 
enemy  till  I  shall  be  certain  of  a  supply.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  carry- 
ing on  our  works  under  ground ;  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  have  another 
mine  in  readiness  in  a  day  or  two ;  and  we  are  endeavormg  to  bum  the 
enemy's  magazines  by  the  fire  of  hot  shot 

The  enemy  have  not  made  any  movement  to  interrupt  our  operations. 
They  are  still  upon  the  Ebro,  and  I  understand  have  received  another 
reinforcement  from  France. 

By  the  accounts  which  I  have  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R*  Hill,  of  the 
7th  inst,  it  appears  that  Marshal  Soult  joined  the  King  on  the  frontier  of 
Valencia  and  Murcia,  on  the  29th  Sept     A  detachment  of  Marshal  Soult's 

Q.  O.  Villa  Toro,  1  Ith  Oct.  181S. 

1.  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  Paget  K.B.,  having  jofaied  the  army,  is  to  take  tiie  com- 
mand of  the  lit  division  of  infantiy. 
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army  occupied  Albacete  on  the  3d  inst,  and  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry 
was  as  far  forward  as  Minaya  on  the  6th  inst ;  but  I  don't  consider  the 
movement  to  be  as  yet  decided. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Gen.  Ballesteros  having  passed  the  Sierra 
Morena,  or  at  all  of  his  movements  since  the  17Ui  Sept.,  when  he  entered 
Granada;  nor  have  I  heard  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke  since  he  received  my 
directioQS  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  under  his  command. 

I  have  reports^  however,  that  the  troops  marched  from  Seville  on  the 
28th  Sept 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  since  the  6th  inst. 

Retain  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miamig,  at  the  aiege  of  the  castle  of  Burgot,  from  the 
6th  to  tfat  lOth  Oct  1812,  inclusive. 


{f 

1 

1 

Pi 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
lion  -  coTamissioiied 
officers,  and  R.  &  F. 

Killed 

Wounded 

Misting 

7 

16 

4 
8 

116 

268 
18 
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292 

18 

To  Lord  Somen.  Villa  Toro,  1 1th  Oct  1812. 

As  I  have  before  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  respecting  your  son,* 
I  cannot  allow  my  dispatch  to  go  to  England  with  the  melancholy  account 
of  the  loss  which  you  have  sustained,  without  addressing  a  few  lines  to 
you. 

Your  son  fell,  as  he  had  lived,  in  the  zealous  and  gallant  discharge  of 
his  duty.  He  had  already  distinguished  himself  in  the  course  of  the 
operations  of  the  attack  of  the  castle  of  Burgos  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
induce  m^  to  recommend  him  for  promotion ;  and  I  assure  your  Lordship 
that  if  Providence  had  spared  him  to  you,  he  possessed  acquirements,  and 
was  endowed  with  qualities,  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of 
his  profession,  and  to  continue  an  honor  to  his  family,  and  an  advantage 
to  his  country. 

I  have  no  hope  that  what  I  have  above  stated  to  your  Lordship  will  at 
all  tend  to  alleviate  your  affliction  on  this  melancholy  occasion ;  but  I 
could  not  deny  myself  the  sati^action  of  assuring  you  that  I  was  highly 
sensible  of  the  merits  of  your  son,  and  that  I  most  sincerely  lament  his  loss. 


The  A.G,  U  LUyi.  CtlMi,  FaUadoSd,  11th  Oct  1812. 

In  reply  to  the  communication  I  have  received  from  you  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  am 
directed  to  remark,  that  the  officers  of  the  Commissariat  department  coimot  be 
called  upon  to  fbmish  any  thmg  but  what  is  regularly  issued  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  service.  3alt  forms  no  part  of  the  soldier's  ration,  and  consequently 
no  requisition  can  with  propriety  he  made  for  it  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
soldiers  shoidd  suffer  any  privation  from  the  want  of  thb  article,  but  there  is  no 

'•  Major  Ibe  Hon.  C.  S.  Cocks,  79th  regt.,  killed  on  (he  8th. 
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way  of  remedying  the  evil,  but  by  its  being  obtained  by  the  soldien  at  Valladolid 
in  tlie  same  manner  as  at  the  other  stations  of  the  army. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  13th  Oct  1812. 

I  hope  that  the  rain  which  annoys  us  so  much  reaches  you  likewise, 
and  I  should  think  that  you  will  have  the  Tagus  in  such  a  state  as  to  feel 
no  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  enemy's  operations,  be  their  numbers 
what  ^ey  may. 

It  is  quite  clear  to  me^  however,  that  the  King,  Soult,  and  Suchet  are 
joined  on  the  frontiers  of  Murcia  and  Valencia,  from  the  accounts  from 
Madrid  of  the  9th,  which  I  have  received  this  day,  and  from  letters  from 
Alicante  of  the  29th.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  that  I  should 
raise  this  siege,  and  proceed  to  the  south,  and  I  shall  do  so  as  soon  as  the 
weather  holds  up  a  little. 

I  recommend  to  you  to  have  the  bridge  of  Sacedon  mined,  particularly 
if  the  rain  should  have  rendered  the  fords  of  the  Tagus  impassable.  Have 
no  scruple  in  destroying  the  bridge  of  Toledo,  or  that  of  Aranjuez,  or  any 
other,  if  it  be  at  all  important  to  your  operations. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  13th  Oct.  1813. 

I  have  received  this  morning  your  3  letters  of  the  10th,  and  one  with- 
out date,  written  after  the  arrival  of  the  SurveiUante  and  EUen. 

I  have  sent  to  Gen.  Castanos  respecting  the  movement  of  the  troops 
under  Gen.  Mendizabal  towards  Santona.  The  orders  to  them  shall  go 
this  night. 

In  regard  to  your  own  notions,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the 
following  considerations :  If  I  should  raise  the  siege  of  this  place,  and 
should  move  from  hence,  the  movement  will  be  occasioned  by  the  neces- 
sity of  collecting  our  forces  in  Castille,  in  consequence  of  the  collection 
of  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  south  and  east  of  the  Peninsula,  and  their 
movement  upon  Madrid  in  too  great  force  for  Sir  R.  Hill. 

We  must  expect  that  I  shall  be  followed  by  the  troops  composing  what 
is  called  the  ^  AmUe  de  Portugal^  but  I  shall  likewise  be  followed  by 
those  composing  the  army  of  the  North,  if  all  apprehension  of  your  opera- 
tions should  cease,  in  consequence  of  your  removal  from  Santander  or 
from  the  coast,  of  the  squadron  and  battalion  of  marines. 

In  your  letter  of  the  lOtii  you  mention  your  intention  to  return  to 
EngUmd,  in  the  case  supposed,  with  the  Venerable  only,  and  you  do  not 
mention  die  2  battalions  of  Marines. 

If  you  were  not  known  to  be  in  that  ship,  possibly  her  removal  from 
the  coast  (the  remainder  of  the  squadron  and  the  marines  staying  at  San- 
tander, or  elsewhere  on  the  coast)  would  not  be  very  important ;  but  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  will  be  convinced  that  nothing  is  in- 
tended to  be  done,  even  though  the  marines  remain,  if  you  should  go 
away  in  the  Venerable;  and  I  apprdiend  that  I  shall  have  upon  my  hands 
in  Castille  more  of  the  enemy  than  I  can  well  manage.* 

1%§A.O,t4f  M<^  Otn.  Ptaeocke,  Liibom,  13th  Oct.  1813. 

The  Commissary  Gen.    since  his  arrival  at  head  quarters,  having  again  sub- 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  VI. 
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nutted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  several  circumstances  attending  the 

arrest  of  Mr.  D.  A.  C.  G.  ,  and  it  being  desirable  that  no  further  delay 

should  exist  in  establishing  an  inquiry  into  that  officer's  supposed  defalcation, 
whilst  in  charge  of  the  Commissariat  stores  at  Abrantes,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Excellency  to  request  that  the  Court  Martial  now  sitting  at  Lbbon  may  enter 
upon  this  case,  so  soon  as  the  several  parties  concerned  are  full  v  prepared  for 
the  investigation.  Prior  to  an  inquiry  of  such  importance,  it  will  oe  necessary 
that  the  Acting  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  should  prepare  and  arrange  tlie  heads  of 
evidence  with  the  officer  of  the  Commissariat  department  who  is  to  conduct  the 
prosecution.  In  a  report  which  accompanies  these  papers  (marked  A),  it  will 
'  be  seen  what  line  of  evidence  has  been  submitted  and  approved  of,  as  necessary 
to  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  1st  charge ;  and  I  be^  particularly  to  impress 
the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  testimony  of  those  with  whom  these  contracts 
were  made  (reference  bemg  had  to  the  several  books  then  in  possession  of  the 
respective  parties).  The  4  foUowing  charges,  I  should  presume,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  estabUshing,  from  the  report  of  the  Board  (marked  B)  which 

originally  assembled  to  inquire  into  Mr. 's  store  accounts.    There  appears 

some  doubt  in  establishing  the  latter  charge ;  but  as  his  Excellency  has  determmed, 
upon  a  general  view  of  we  matter,  that  Mr.  »—  shall  be  arraigned  upon  the 
charges  as  originally  approved,  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  him  to  be  furnished 
with  the  endoeed  copy  of  them,  Mr. »—  being  made  acquainted  that  his  trial 
will  be  forthwith  entered  on  at  Lisbon. 

P.S.  The  Judge  Advocate,  with  the  assistance  of  the  prosecutor,  will  be  enabled 
to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  6th  charge,  prior  to  the  copy  being  iumished  the 
prisoner. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  Paget,  K.B.  VilU  Toro,  13tb  Oct  1812. 

I  enclose  the  letters  received  from  the  south  this  mornings  from  which 
you  will  see  that  matters  are  not  pressing  there.  I  likewise  enclose  one 
from  Gen.  Mackenzie,  and  one  from  Gen.  Donkin,  the  fonner  containing 
intercepted  letters,  which  show  the  state  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  I 
can  scarcely  doubt  of  their  intention  to  unite  in  La  Mancha. 

I  have  just  received  a  report  that  the  enemy  are  in  motion  in  our  front 
About  1500  infantry  and  600  cavalry  drove  in  our  piquets  at  Monasterio 
this  morning.  I  am  going  out  to  the  front  at  Riobena  immediately,  and 
shall  send  word  if  it  be  necessary  that  any  troops  should  move. 

To  Miyor  Gsn.  Mackenxie^  Villa  Toro,  13th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  advance  from  Valencia  into  La  Mancha,  with 
a  view  to  attack  our  troops  on  the  Tagus,  you  must  endeavor  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  toMm  and  kingdom  of  Valencia.  You  will  march  from 
Alicante,  or  will  embark,  as  you  may  think  best  The  ordnance  and 
stores  must  of  course  go  by  sea,  and  you  will  observe,  if  you  march,  that 
you  must  at  all  times  keep  your  communication  open  with  the  sea. 

As  you  are  but  ill  provided  with  cavalry,  you  will  take  care  not  to  risk 
an  action  with  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  particularly  if  they  should 
have  a  superior  force  in  cavalry. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Berasford,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  14^1  Oct  181X 

I  have  not  answered  your  letter  of  the  2d,  regarding  the  proposal  that 
the  Portuguese  troops  in  Spain  should  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of 
the  Spanish  government.  I  had  already  made  an  arrangement  of  this  de- 
scription with  the  Intendant  of  Salamanca,  from  which  the  armies  of  both 
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nations  iiady  I  believed,  derived  some  advantage  (to  what  amount  I  cannot 
tell),  before  the  Intendant,  recommended  by  me,  had  been  displaced. 
Since  that  event  in  the  province  of  Salamanca  we  have  derived  no  advan- 
tage from  that  arrangement,  nor  any  in  other  provinces,  partly  because 
the  Spanish  government  have  to  this  moment  appointed  no  officers  to  take 
charge  of  their  concerns  in  the  provinces,  and  partly  because  their  own 
numerous  but  useless  troops  eat  up  every  thing.  We  have  not,  therefore, 
and  ought  not,  I  think,  to  expect  any  great  resource  for  either  army  from 
the  country,  without  payment;  and  I  am  sure  we  ought  to  avoid  holding 
out  any  hopes  to  the  Portuguese  government  of  such  a  resource.  They 
shall  have,  as  they  already  have  had,  their  share  of  any  resource  of  this 
kind  that  may  offer. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th,  I  have  to  mention,  that  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  impossible  to  adopt  the  arrangement  proposed;  viz.,  to  allow 
Senhor  Cardoso  to  go  into  the  market  to  purchase  com  with  our  bills. 
The  truth  is,  that  Senhor  Cardoso  is  a  very  honest  man  I  believe,  but  he 
likes  meddling  in  our  concerns,  and  he  is  anxious  to  acquire  the  influence 
over  the  com  merchants  in  Lisbon,  which  would  result  from  his  making 
purchases  for  the  Portuguese  army.  I  wish  there  was  money  to  enable 
Sir  C.  Stuart  to  pay  the  subsidy ;  but  as  there  is  not,  it  will  not  answer 
to  allow  Senhor  Cardoso  to  go  to  market  with  our  bills.  I  don't  believe 
that  our  Commissariat  buy,  or  have  in  their  possession,  bad  com.  I  don't 
know  why  they  should,  if  good  com  can  be  procured,  which  I  believe  it 
can.  I  am  much  more  inclined  to  believe  that  Senhor  Cardoso  complains 
without  reason,  in  order  that  he  may  attain  his  little  object,  than  that  Mr. 
Pipon  buys  bad  com,  and  offers  it  to  Senhor  Cardoso. 

All  these  questions  give  me  a  great  deal  of  additional  trouble,  which  I 
should  be  delighted  to  avoid  by  any  practical  arrangement ;  but  I  have 
never  yet  had  any  before  me,  and  we  must  only  get  on  as  well  as  we 
can,  and  prevent  our  inferiors  from  intermpting  the  course  of  the  public 
service  by  their  private  views  and  complaints  about  nothing.  I  see,  by  a 
letter  from  Sir  C.  Stuart  of  the  6th,  that  he  concurs  very  much  with  me 
in  the  notions  which  I  have  formed  of  the  causes  of  Senhor  Cardoso^s 
complaints. 

In  regard  to  money  I  can  say  nothing,  excepting  that  I  will  give  what  I 
can.  If  I  am  to  fix  the  sum,  which  will  be  given  monthly,  it  must  be  the 
smallest.     I  wish  I  could  do  more. 

To  Hif  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  ViUa  Toro,  14th  Oct  1812. 

Upon  consulting  with  Mr.  Kennedy  regarding  the  purchase  of  com  in 
Egjrpt,  he  concurs 'very  much  in  my  opinion,  that  if  the  com  can  be  got 
with  goods,  it  is  desirable  to  have  it ;  but  that  we  are  not  in  immediate 
want,  and^t  is  better  not  to  have  it  than  to  allow  money  to  be  spent  in  the 
purchase,  which  would  find  its  way  into  the  military  chest.  Kennedy 
appears  to  doubt  Uiat  Sampayo  can  spend  any  money  in  this  way  which 
would  not  find  ite  way  into  the  military  chest 

I  concur  very  much  in  your  opinion  regarding  the  cause  of  Cardoso's 
complaints  of  the  com  offered  to  him  by  Mr.  Pipon.  He  wants  to  have 
the  little  influence  over  the  com  merchants,  and  la  petite  gloire  which 
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would  result  from  making  purchases  in  the  market    I  wish  we  had  monej 
to  spare  to  enable  him  to  make  these  purchases. 

I  don't  see  any  inconvenience  that  will  result  from  your  giving  Senhor 
Csrdoao,  at  the  market  price,  any  cargoes  that  may  be  consigned  to  your 
ordei8»  if  the  Commissariat  don't  want  them.  This  is  a  very  different 
arrangement  from  your  bills  going  into  the  Lisbon  market  to  purchase 
com  for  Senhor  Cardoso,  or  Senhor  Cardoso  being  allowed  to  purchase 
eoni  in  the  market  with  your  bills,  or  those  of  the  Commissary  Gen.  I 
am  afraid,  however,  that  you  will  find  the  concern  a  very  troublesome  one. 

To  Lieat  Geo.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  Uth  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  to  the  10th,  and  finding  that  matters  don't 
press  in  the  south,  as  they  appeared  to  press,  according  to  the  accounts 
received  for  some  previous  days,  I  continue  our  operations  here,  which 
afford  some  prospect  of  a  successful  termination. 

P.S.  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  send  to  Ballesteros  a  copy  of  the 
letter  from  the  Minister  of  War,  directing  him  to  take  the  position  at 
Alcaraz. 

To  Hajor  Gen.  the  Hon.  C.  Stewart.  Villa  Toro,  I4th  Oct  1812. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  Sept  by  the  last  post  I  had  already 
answered  the  letter  which  you  wrote  to  me  regarding  your  office,  and  I 
told  you,  that  it  was  not  at  all  inconvenient  to  me  that  you  should  remain 
in  England  as  long  as  you  should  find  it  convenient,  and  that  I  would  not 
hear  of  your  resignation.  Goodman  is  now  doing  the  duty  of  the  office, 
poor  Waters  being  very  ill.  Goodman  does  the  business  remarkably 
well ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  soon  have  Waters  again,  particularly  as  the 
hunting  season  is  coming  on  apace,  the  hounds  are  on  the  road,  and  I  shall 
want  Waters  for  the  earth-stopping  business,  if  not  for  that  of  the  A.  G. 
He  has  been  very  near  dying,  poor  fellow ;  and  what  is  worse,  I  hear  he 
has  lost  all  his  dogs,  including  Sevilla. 

I  have  in  hand  the  toughest  job  I  have  ever  undertaken ;  but,  notwith- 
standing deficiencies  of  means  of  all  kinds,  I  hope  I  shall  succeed  yet 
If  I  do,  I  shall  be  better  satisfied  than  I  have  ever  been  with  any  success. 

To  Commodoro  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Toro,  I4(li  Oct  1812. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  me  40  barrels 
more  of  gunpowder,  as  soon  as  you  can  with  convenience. 

There  is  nothing  new  from  the  south.  Matters  don't  appear  to  press 
there  at  alL 

To  lieat  CoL  Goie,  33d  regt*  Villa  Toro,  14th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  Sept,  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  have  prospects  of  getting 
men  to  complete  the  regiment  I  should  wish,  for  the  sake  of  the  officers, 
to  get  men  enough  to  form  a  2d  battalion ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  that  is 
impossible,  till  I  shall  have  more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  the 
regiment  than  I  have  had.     As  well  as  I  recollect,  I  gave  the  band  a  set 

*  Major  Gen.  ,Gore,  killed  at  Bergen  op  Zoom. 
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of  instruments  some  time  ago ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  give  them 
another.  You  will  accordingly  order  a  set,  and  desire  the  agents  to  pay 
for  it  on  my  account.  I  beg  you  will  order  what  you  think  proper  and 
necessary  for  the  regiment  in  the  way  of  clothing  and  accoutrements ;  and 
I  consider  you,  and  not  myself,  responsible  that  they  shall  be  in  every 
respect  fit  for  service,  as  far  as  depends  upon  me. 

I  give  you  no  authority  which  my  predecessor  did  not  give  me,  and  I 
believe  every  preceding  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  33d  regt ;  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  you  will  execute  the  task  with  the  same  feeling  for  my  pocket, 
and  regard  for  my  interests,  combined  with  a  jiwt  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
the  public  and  the  soldiers,  which  my  predecessors  and  I  felt  for  the 
interests  of  Lord  Comwallis. 

I  am  very  anxious  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  uniform  or 
appointments  of  the  regiment,  which  is  not  required  by  the  orders  of  the 
army  and  the  regulations  of  the  service.  Every  thing  is  now,  I  believe, 
as  I  found  it  20  years  ago ;  and  if  once  we  begin  to  alter,  we  shall  have 
nothing  fixed,  as  there  are  no  bounds  to  fancy. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  me  by  post  the  button  which 
you  propose  to  substitute  for  that  at  present  worn. 

Let  me  know  whether  I  can  do  any  thing  for  the  regiment,  or  for  any 
individual  in  it  I  am  glad  you  have  got  a  serjeant  major  whom  you  like. 
But  we  ought  to  have  Serjeants  of  our  own,  fit  to  be  Serjeants  major. 

Remember  me  most  kindly  to  your  brother  if  you  should  be  with  him. 

To  H.R.H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Villa  Toro,  14th  Oct  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  letter  of  the  16tb 
Sept. ;  and  I  assure  you  that  there  is  no  person  more  anxious  than  I  am 
to  adhere  strictly  to  the  rules  of  the  service  established  by  your  Royal 
Highness ;  and  I  am  highly  flattered  and  grateful  for  the  confidence  which 
your  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  place  in  me,  and  for  the  attention 
which  you  have  given  to  any  suggestion  which  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  make  to  you. 

In  regard  to  the  two  subjects  referred  to  in  your  Royal  Highness*  letter, 
that  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  done  was  suggested  to  me  by  Col. 
Gordon ;  and  knowing  that  he  had  possessed  your  confidence,  and  that  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  communication  with  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
several  departments  at  the  Horse  Guards,  I  consented  to  his  writing  to 
England  on  those  subjects.  I  saw  his  letter  to  your  Royal  Highness 
regarding  the  arrangements  of  the  Waggon  train ;  and  as  well  as  I  can 
recollect,  I  saw  a  letter  which  he  wrote  either  to  your  Royal  Highness 
or  Gen.  Calvert,  regarding  the  formation  into  a  garrison  battalion  of  the 
soldiers  belonging  to  regiments  in  this  army  invalided  for  garrison  duty 
at  Belem. 

I  acknowledge  that  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  those  were  official  com- 
munications;  and  I  allowed  them  to  be  made  by  Col.  Gordon,  only 
because  he  had  suggested  what  was  proposed  to  be  accomplished,  and  he 
appeared  to  understand  thoroughly  the  arrangements ;  and  because  I 
believed  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  your  Royal  Highness,  and 
to  the  officers  of  the  General  Staff  at  the  Horse  Guards.     Independently 
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of  my  desire  to  avail  myself  of  your  Royal  Highness'  permission  to  address 
myself  directly  to  your  Royal  Highness  on  every  subject,  I  am  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Staff  officers  of  the  army  are  attached  to  me  to  enable  me 
to  communicate  my  orders  to  my  inferiors,  and  otherwise  to  assist  me  in 
the  performance  of  my  duty ;  but  not  to  carry  on  my  communications 
with  my  superiors ;  and  therefore  I  should  not  have  allowed  Col.  Gordon 
to  write  even  upon  the  subjects  referred  to,  if  I  had  considered  what  he 
was  writing  at  all  of  the  nature  of  an  official  communication. 

Your  Royal  Highness  may  depend  upon  it  that  nothing  of  the  kind  shall 
occur  in  future. 

Tk0  A.G,  to  iMMt,  Col,  BUey,  A^.G.,  eavaby,  15th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  hb  Excellency  has  given  directions  that  tlie 
French  prisoners  may  leave  head  quarters  this  evening  at  6  o'clock,  so  as  to  pass  our 
posts  during  the  night ;  and  I  am  to  request  you  will  apprise  Lord  Waldegrave  that 
the  prisoners  will  arrive  at  the  bridge,  near  Monasteno,  at  10  o'clock  to-raorrow 
morning,  in  order  that  the  proposed  exchange  may  be  carried  into  effect.  I  am 
further  to  heg  you  will  order  an  escort  of  one  non-comnussioned  officer  and  3 
dragoons  to  be  furnished,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  prisoners  to  the 
outposts.  I  should  wish  the  escort  to  be  at  head  quarters  at  5)  o*clock ;  or  if  it 
would  be  more  convenient,  we  could  send  a  party  of  infantry  with  them  to  Villa 
Fria,  where  the  dragoons  could  take  charge  of  them. 

A .  Villa  Toro,  ce  16  Oct  1812. 

J^ai  eu  le  plaisir  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  8  du  courant;  et  je  vous 
prie  d'agn^r  mes  remercimens  pour  les  renseignemens  que  vous  avez  eu 
la  bonU^  de  me  communiquer  sur  les  c^vc^nemens  qui  ont  eu  lieu  depuis 
mon  dispart  de  Madrid. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Villa  Toro,  17th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  this  day  given  orders  to  the  Commissaiy  Gen.  to  send  to  Ck)runa, 
for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army,  7500  suits  of  clothing,  and  other  equip- 
ments for  that  number  of  men ;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  comply  with  the  application  which  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  head 
of  his  department  at  Lisbon  for  a  vessel  to  convey  these  stores  to 
Corufia. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.a  Villa  Toro^  17th  Oct  1812. 

I  issue  an  order  this  day,  disposing  of  the  troops  which  will  arrive  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Skerrett,  which  I  request  you  to  have  executed. 
The  troops  in  this  direction  should  come  either  firom  Talavera  or  Avila, 
or  from  Talavera  or  the  Escurial.  I  don't  know  whether  Gen.  Cole  has 
broken  up  our  establishment  at  the  Escurial ;  if  he  has,  your  Commissary 
must  take  care  of  their  troops  till  they  reach  Arevalo.  I  shall  desire  the 
Commissary  G«n.  to  place  his  establishments  again  at  the  Escurial,  if  Gen. 
Cole  has  taken  them  away. 

The  rain  of  these  last  2  days  must  have  settled  the  Tagus  for  you  for 
some  time.  What  reports  have  you  of  that  river  ?  Do  the  upper  parts 
become  fordabie  in  the  winter  season  after  the  rain  has  ceased  ?  for  how 
many  days  generally  ?  Let  me  know  when  you  write  what  the  state  of 
the  river  is. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


laa  SPAIN. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Pbpham.  Villa  Toro,  17tii  Oct.  181X 

I  have  received  2  letters  from  jou  of  the  12th,  and  2  of  the  14th  inst. ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  ohserve  that  Lord  Keith  has  altered  his  intentions 
respecting  the  squadron  under  your  command,  hetween  the  18th  Sept  and 
5th  inst 

I  shall  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from  here,  unless  the 
enemy's  armies  collected  in  Valencia  should  move  upon  the  Tagus  in  too 
great  force  for  Sir  R.  Hill.  The  probability  that  this  will  be  the  case  di- 
minishes daily,  as  our  reinforcements  are  advancing  daily  from  the  south 
as  well  as  from  Coruna ;  and  I  believe  that  Ballesteros  has  taken  the  posi- 
tion in  La  Mancha  which  I  proposed  for  him ;  which  renders  the  enemy's 
movement  upon  the  Tagus  very  improbable. 

The  possession  of  Santona  is  very  important  in  every  point  of  view, 
particularly  if  the  possession  should  facilitate  your  remaining  on  the  coast. 
You  know  best  whether  you  can  obtain  the  possession  with  the  means  in 
your  power.  If  you  can't,  and  if  you  think  that  the  attempt  will  draw 
towards  you  the  enemy's  operations,  and  that  you  may  be  obliged  to  with- 
draw from  Santander,  it  is  much  better  that  the  attempt  should  not  be 
made.  What  I  want  is,  that  your  squadron  and  marines  should  remain  on 
the  coast  during  the  winter,  by  which  they  will  render  me  the  important 
service  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  taking  the  whole  army  of  the  North 
across  the  £bro.  If  we  should  lose  Santander,  it  is  very  obvious  that  you 
must  go  to  Coruna  or  home ;  and  either  would  be  a  misfortune  under  our 
present  circumstances. 

You  will  judge  from  your  means  whether  it  is  fit  to  attack  Santona.  I 
wish  I  could  send  you  a  better  General  than  Mendizabal,  and  belter  troops 
than  his  are;  but  they  are  not  to  be  found.  I  don't  see  the  advantage, 
however,  which  would  result  from  Lord  Keith's  proposal  that  Gen.  Men- 
dizabal should  join  me.  I  have  more  of  that  kind  than  I  know  what  to 
do  with. 

In  regard  to  my  making  Santander  my  post  of  communication  with 
England,  it  is  quite  impossible  at  present.  I  should  doubt  the  practicability 
of  the  plan  at  any  time,  on  account  of  the  want  of  means  of  transport  in 
the  neighbouring  country;  but  it  certainly  would  not  answer  till  the  army 
should  be  firmly  established  on  the  Ebro,  or  probably  farther  on. 

In  consequence  of  your  application  of  the  1 7th  July  to  Sir  H.  Douglas, 
I  have  directed  Lieut.  Col.  Bourke  to  provide  Col.  Campillo  with  1000 
stand  of  arms,  and  I  beg  you  to  let  me  know  if  you  are  desirous  that  he 
should  receive  another  supply  in  addition  to  the  above  number.  It  has 
not  been  customary,  I  believe,  to  give  shoes  and  great  coats  to  guerrillas. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Villa  Toro,  17th  Oct  1812. 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  Lordship's  dispatch 
(No.  56)  of  the  1st  inst,  I  have  given  directions  thait  Gen.  Espoz  y  Mina 
may  be  supplied  with  2500  stand  of  arms,  with  pouches  and  belts,  and  a 
proportion  of  ammunition,  and  2500  suits  of  clothing.  These  articles  of 
equipment  will  be  forwarded  to  Santander. 

To  Barl  BaUnint.  Villa  Toro,  1 7th  Oct.  18U. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult  (No.  49), 
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and  I  have  perused  tlie  memorandum  it  contains  from  H.R.H.  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  regarding  the  levj  and  discipline  of  Spanish  troops  hy 
British  officers. 

I  douht  whether  it  will  he  possible  to  overcome  the  prejudices  and  re- 
move the  disinclination  of  the  Spanish  government  and  officers  to  receive 
any  assistance  from  British  officers  in  disciplining  their  troops.  As  far  as 
I  have  observed,  they  don't  admit  the  superiority  of  our  discipline,  and 
don't  attribute  to  that  cause  our  success.  However,  if  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
Regent  should  consent  to  my  taking  upon  myself  the  command  of  the 
Spanish  armies,  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  submitting  to  the  Spanish 
government  a  proposition  on  this  subject 

If  it  is  expected  that  this  measure  should  be  as  successful  as  one  of  a 
similar  nature  has  been  in  Portugal,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  officers  and  troops  to  be  thus  raised  and  trained. 
It  is  impossible  to  place  any  reliance  on  the  Spanish  resources ;  in  fact, 
the  abuses  of  the  government  and  the  roisfoftunes  of  the  country  have 
entirely  annihilated  them.  But  I  should  think  that  a  due  application  of 
the  British  subsidy,  if  it  could  be  realised  in  specie,  would  provide  for  the 
pay,  not  only  of  this  corps,  but  of  the  whole  effective  operating  army. 

I  form  this  opinion  from  the  expense  of  the  corps  of  troops  under  Don 
Carlos  de  Espana,  which  has  been  paid  under  my  direction  since  June  last. 
It  consists  of  4000  men  present  for  duty,  including  the  garrison  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo;  and  the  expense  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  is  25,000 
dollars  a  month,  or  300,000  dollars  per  annum.  The  million  sterling  of 
subsidy  would,  at  the  same  rate  and  under  the  same  arrangements,  pay 
50,000  men  under  arms ;  which  number  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Spanish 
natiim  will  not  have  in  the  course  of  this  war. 

To  Barl  Batharat  Villa  Toro,  17th  Oct  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch  No.  51,  of 
the  24th  Sept,  in  regard  to  the  Portuguese  finances,  and  I  have  perused 
with  great  attention  dl  the  papers  which  it  contains. 

Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  that  the  only  practicable  remedies  for 
the  deficit  in  the  Portuguese  finances  consist  in  augmentations  of  revenue, 
to  be  obtained  by  reforms  of  abuses  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  in  the  collection  of  taxes  on  income,  and  of  the  direct 
taxes  generally,  in  the  great  towns  of  Lisbon  and  Oporto  particularly,  and 
by  saving  unnecessary  expenses. 

It  is  evident  to  me  that  the  Conde  de  Funchal*  is  not  accurately 
informed  on  the  subject  on  which  he  has  written.  I  have  given  every 
&cility  in  my  power  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  Portuguese  revenue,  under 
the  cover  of  importing  stores  for  the  army,  from  a  knowledge  that  His 
Majesty  is  essentially  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Portuguese 
finances ;  and  in  point  of  fact  no  stores  are  admitted  duty  free,  unless  I 
request  His  Majes^'s  minister  at  Lisbon  to  make  application  to  the 
government  for  an  order  to  the  Custom  house  to  pass  goods  in  that 
numner. 

Since  the  year  1810,  I  have  never  applied  for  an  exemption  from 

*  Scnhor  de  Sousa  Coutinho,  then  Portuguese  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St  James's. 
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duties,  excepting  for  clothing  or  stores  actually  imported  for  officers  or 
regiments  belonging  to  the  army ;  or  on  account  of  the  public,  for  the 
army  at  large. 

I  don't  apply  for  an  exemption  of  duties  for  articles  brought  to 
Portugal  for  sale  on  speculation.  Frauds  however  may  be  committed 
by  masters  of  transports,  and  of  other  vessels  resorting  to  Portugal  on 
account  of  the  public ;  but  to  prevent  these  frauds  is  one  of  the  objects 
of  my  repeated  remonstrances  to  the  local  government  of  Portugal  to 
reform  the  Custom  house. 

I  know  that  the  taxes  upon  income,  and  the  direct  taxes  in  Lbboir  and 
Oporto,  were  very  ill  collected ;  and  no  measure  has  been  adopted  by  the 
government  which  has  satisfied  my  mind  that  it  was  a  remedy  to  the 
existing  abuses.  I  proposed  for  the  consideration  of  the  government,  to 
be  applied  to  the  large  towns,  the  system  which  prevails  in  England,  with 
some  alterations,  particularly  a  publication  of  the  returns  of  income 
which  should  be  made  by  different  individuals,  in  order  to  obtain  greater 
accuracy  from  those  who  should  make  them.  But  the  government 
declined  to  adopt  what  I  proposed,  and  there  the  matter  rests ;  and  as 
far  as  the  produce  of  the  taxes  on  income  and  of  the  direct  taxes  would 
affect  the  deficit,  I  believe  it  remains  as  it  was. 

It  rests  with  the  government  and  not  with  me  to  see  that  strangers  pay 
the  taxes  upon  income,  and  the  direct  taxes ;  and  I  hope  they  will  be 
more  successful  with  this  description  of  persons  than  I  know  they  are 
with  the  Portuguese  possessors  of  large  capitals. 

In  regard  to  savings,  I  have  desired  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  to  send 
to  their  homes  all  the  militia,  excepting  the  few  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  interior  duties ;  and  I  have  not  failed  to  urge  the  suppression  of  the 
naval  expenses  of  the  government. 

I  don't  know  that  there  is  a  larger  Staff  to  the  Portuguese  army  than 
is  required.  It  is  certainly  true,  however,  that  for  want  of  money,  the 
Portuguese  army  is  very  ill  equipped  with  many  essentials  for  service ; 
and  that  I  am  frequently  much  embarrassed  by  their  wants.  Much  of 
what  appears  under  the  head  of  military  expense,  consists  in  pensions  to 
widows,  to  retired  officers,  &c.  &c. ;  the  provision  for  these  classes  pro- 
vided by  the  country,  viz.,  the  produce  of  the  revenue  of  the  military 
orders,  being  applied  to  purposes  different  from  those  for  which  those 
orders  were  originally  endowed.  I  believe  that  the  hospitals  are  much 
better  arranged,  and  that  they  are  managed  with  more  economy  by  the 
persons  employed  by  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  than  they  were. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  *  frauds  or  extortions '  on  the  country ;  or 
'  violence  on  the  magistrates,'  committed  by  the  officers  of  the  Commis- 
sariat of  the  British  army ;  and  if  the  Conde  de  Funchal  has  any  knowledge 
of  such  acts,  I  hope  he  will  make  them  known  to  me  in  detail.  If  he  has 
not,  I  hope  that  he  will  have  no  objection  to  make  known  the  authori^ 
he  had  for  making  so  serious  a  charge  in  a  public  document 

It  is  perfectly  true,  that  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  government, 
*  exactions  and  violence '  (but  not  *  frauds '  as  far  as  I  have  any  know- 
ledge) have  been  practised  by  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  Commissariat ; 
but  to  remedy  these  evils  is  one  of  the  objects  of  my  repeated  remon- 
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tftrances  to  the  Portugueae  government  in  regard  to  their  finances,  and 
other  measures. 

It  appears  now  tiiat  the  favorite  measure  of  the  Portuguese  ministers, 
viz.,  a  loan  in  England,  is  abandoned ;  and  recourse  is  to  be  had  to  the 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Church,  rather  than  to  enforce 
the  adoption  of  the  only  measures  which  can  relieve  the  finances. 

I  have  already  had  before  me  a  proposition  for  the  sale,  or  rather  trans- 
fer, to  the  creditors  of  the  Junta  de  Viveres,  of  the  lands  of  the  Crown ; 
but  these  were  the  uncultivated  lands  in  Alentejo ;  and  I  pointed  out  to 
government  the  great  improbability  which  existed,  that  any  body  would 
take  these  lands  in  payment  of  their  claims ;  and  the  injury  they  would 
do  to  the  public  credit  by  rendering  such  a  scheme  public,  if  it  were  not 
likely  to  be  successful. 

My  {pinion  is,  that  there  is  nobody  in  Portugal  possessed  of  capital, 
who  entertains  or  who  ought  to  entertain  such  an  opinion  of  the  state  of 
affiidrs  in  the  Peninsula  as  to  lay  out  his  money  in  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  of  the  Crown.  The  loss  of  a  battle,  not  in  the  Peninsula  even,  but 
elsewhere,  would  expose  his  estate  to  confiscation,  or  at  all  events  to 
ruin,  by  a  fresh  incursion  of  the  enemy ;  and  even  if  any  man  can  believe 
that  Portugal  is  secure  against  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  and  his  estate 
and  person  against  the  violence,  exactions,  and  fraud  of  the  enemy,  he  is 
not,  during  the  existence  of  the  war,  even  according  to  the  Conde  de 
Funchal's  notion,  exempt  from  those  evils  from  his  own  countrymen  and 
their  allies. 

There  could  be  no  objection  to  larying  the  experiment  of  offering  some 
of  the  estates  of  the  Crown  for  sale ;  and  it  will  be  seen  whether  I  have 
or  not  formed  a  correct  judgment  on  this  subject  I  think  it  more  than 
probable  that  the  holders  of  small  fiurms  under  the  Crown  have  the  means, 
and  would  purchase  at  the  full  value,  the  fee  simple  of  their  several  farms ; 
but  I  should  think  the  produce  from  this  resource  would  not  be  very 
large.  If  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  consents,  however,  the  experi- 
ment of  the  sale  of  the  Crown  lands,  in  large  parcels  as  well  as  in  small, 
to  the  landholders,  might  be  tried. 

Although,  if  this  measure  succeeds,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  keep  back 
some  specie  which  would  find  its  way  into  the  British  military  chest,  I  don't 
recommend  that  payment  for  these  purchases  should  be  taken  in  paper 
exclusively.  I  don't  think  that  any  measure  which  can  be  adopted  will 
have  the  effect  of  raising  the  exchangeable  value  of  the  Portuguese  paper 
money,  as  long  as  the  British  Commissary  at  Lisbon  continues  to  pay  in 
paper  money  the  drafts  made  upon  him  by  the  Commissary  Gen.  at  head 
quarters,  making  an  allowance  for  the  discount.  The  receiver  of  the 
paper,  who  resides  possibly  in  a  distant  province  of  Portugal,  is  interested 
in  exchanging  it  for  money  at  any  rate ;  because  he  cannot  pass  it  in  the 
country,  the  law  on  this  subject  not  being  executed,  excepting  in  the 
large  towns. 

In  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  convents  and  the  Church, 
I  earnestly  recommend  that  it  should  not  be  attempted.  1st ;  The  same 
objection  exists  as  to  the  sale  of  the  Crown  lands,  viz.,  the  want  of  pur- 
chasers.    2dly;   Nothing   would  render  the  measure  palatable  to  the 
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Church;  and  it  might  be  expected  that  the  influence  of  the  Church 
would  be  exerted  against  the  allies,  instead  of  operating,  as  it  has  done 
hitherto,  most  powerfully  in  their  fayor.  3dl7 ;  The  measure  is  useless, 
if  the  sale  of  the  Crown  lands  should  succeed ;  and  it  certainly  will  not 
succeed  if  the  other  should  not.  At  the  same  time  the  attempt  will 
alienate  the  good  wishes  of  a  numerous  and  very  powerful  party  in  Spain, 
us  well  as  in  Portugal.  4thly ;  It  must  be  observed,  that  if  the  measure 
should  be  successful,  and  should  be  honestly  carried  into  execution,  it  will 
entail  a  considerable  burthen  on  the  finances,  viz.,  5  per  cent,  on  the  pur- 
chase money,  for  the  ecclesiastical  owners  of  the  estate ;  which  the  sale  of 
the  Crown  lands  will  not 

The  best  mode  of  obtaining  for  the  state,  eventually,  the  benefit  of  the 
estates  of  the  Church,  would  be  to  prevent  the  monasteries  and  nunneries 
from  receiving  novices ;  and  in  the  course  of  time  the  Pope  might  be 
brought  to  consent  to  the  sale  of  these  estates,  for  the  benefit  of  the  state ; 
or  the  state  might  assume  the  possession  of  them,  the  ecclesiastical  cor- 
poration which  held  them  being  extinct. 

I  am  however  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  disadvantageous  to  Portugal  and 
Spain,  tliat  large  portions  of  the  land  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Church. 
The  bishops  and  monks  are  the  only  proprietors  who  live  on  their  estates, 
and  spend  the  revenues  of  them  among  those  by  whose  labors  those  re- 
venues have  been  produced ;  and  till  the  habits  of  the  great  landed  pro- 
prietors on  this  subject  shall  change,  the  transfer  of  the  property  of  land 
from  the  Church  to  laymen  will  be  a  misfortune  to  those  countries. 

I  propose  to  send  Sir  C.  Stuart  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresfurd,  K.B.  Villa  Toro,  18th  Oct  1813. 

The  20th  regt.  had  been  ordered  to  march  with  the  other  troops,  and 
I  expected  that  they  had  marched  before  I  received  your  letter  expressing 
a  wish  that  they  should  return  into  Portugal,  and  I  have  now  posted  them 
in  the  Light  division  in  Beckwith's  brigade. 

If  you  wish  to  send  any  other  regiment  instead  of  them,  I  can  have  no 
objection,  excepting  the  —  regt,  which  can't  be  in  a  state  fit  for  service, 
or  at  all  complete.  Indeed,  it  would  appear  to  be  necessary  to  relieve  the 
20th  regt,  as  they  have  no  mules  for  the  carriage  of  officers'  baggage,  of 
ammunition,  or  provisions ;  and  the  whole  of  the  concern  falls  upon  our. 
departments,  so  that  the  20th  regt  must  be  either  supplied  with  mules, 
or  relieved. 

*  Memorandum  to  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne,  for  ^e  attack  of  the  enemy's  second  line. 

Villa  Toro,  18th  Oct  1811 

1.  The  enemy's  second  line  is  to  be  attacked  this  afternoon  at  4J^ 
o'clock. 

2.  The  mine  under  the  church  of  San  Roman  is  to  be  exploded  at  that 
hour ;  and  Lieut  Col.  Brown  will  immediately  order  an  officer  and  20 
men  of  the  troops  under  his  command  to  rush  forward,  and  establish  them- 

■  ♦  The  several  arrangements  for  assaulting  or  escalading  were  written  by  Lord  Wel- 
lington on  the  ground,  after  looking  at  the  l)reach  or  point  to  be  escaladed ;  and  usually, 
as  one  side  of  the  paper  was  filled,  it  was  handed  to  his  Military  secretary,  Lord  FitsRoy 
Somerset,  or  other  8ta£f  officer,  to  be  copied,  and  was  immediately  distributed. 
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•elyes  on  lihe  breach  which  the  mine  shall  have  made.    An  officer  and  50 
men  will  be  in  readiness  to  support  these. 

3.  Col.  Brown  will  have  the  effects  of  the  mine  well  reconnaitred ;  and 
if  he  should  find  that  it  is  practicable  to  enter  the  second  line  after  his 
troops  shall  have  been  established  on  the  emplacement  of  the  church,  he 
will  order  them  to  do  so ;  and  establish  them  within  the  second  line,  com- 
municating by  his  left  with  the  troops  which  shall  attack  the  second  line 
from  the  piles  of  shot. 

4.  If  Col.  Brown  should  find  that  he  cannot  enter  the  second  line,  he  will 
keep  a  fire  on  it  from  the  emplacement  of  the  church. 

5.  6  ladders  of  18  feet  long  must  be  sent  to  Col.  Brown. 

6.  The  troops  of  the  6th  division,  cantoned  in  Burgoe,  must  be  under 
arms  to  support  the  attack  upon  the  second  line,  if  it  should  be 
necessary. 

7.  When  the  mine  shall  explode  at  4^  o'clock,  a  camp  color  will  be 
displayed  on  the  hill  to  the  west  of  the  castle ;  which  is  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  attack  on  the  other  parts  of  the  line. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  parallel  along  the  parapet  of  the  1st  line  must  be  fully 
occupied. 

8.  When  the  signal  shall  be  made,  an  officer  and  20  men,  who  must 
previously  be  placed  in  the  sap  leading  to  the  palisade  in  front  of  the  gate 
of  the  second  line,  are  to  rush  forward  and  drive  the  enemy  from  belJnd 
that  palisade,  and  follow  them  into  the  covert  way. 

9.  The  sap  must  be  immediately  reoccupied  by  an  officer  and  30  men, 
who  are  to  protect  the  rear  and  right  flank  of  the  detachment  which  shall 
have  entered  the  covert  way. 

10.  At  the  same  time,  an  officer  and  40  men,  18  of  them  carrying  lad- 
ders, must  rush  forward  from  the  left  breach  in  the  first  line  to  the  shot 
piles,  and  thence  to  the  line  in  front  of  the  shot  piles,  where  they  will 
descend  the  ditch,  which  they  will  pass,  at  the  places  where  the  palisades 
have  been  destroyed  by  our  shot.  They  are  then  to  scale  the  line  at 
that  point 

1 1.  An  officer  and  50  men  are  to  be  in  readiness  at  the  trench  in  the 
first  line,  to  rush  forward  to  the  shot  piles  as  soon  as  the  first  party  which 
shall  have  gone  there  shall  have  advanced  from  thence.  These  troops  are 
to  support  the  storming  party ;  and  are  to  move  on  from  the  cover  of  the 
shot  pUes  as  soon  as  they  shall  find  the  head  of  the  storming  party  esta- 
blished on  the  parapet  of  the  second  line.  These  men  are  to  carry  with 
them  3  ladders. 

12.  50  men  must  be  in  readiness  to  move  up  to  the  shot  piles,  as  soon 
as  the  50  ordered  in  paragraph  1 1  shall  have  moved  forward  to  the  esca- 
lade.    These  are  likewise  to  carry  3  ladders. 

13.  As  soon  as  the  party  shall  have  succeeded  in  the  escalade,  they  are 
to  turn  to  their  left,  and  communicate  with  those  who  shall  storm  the 
breach  in  the  second  line. 

14.  As  soon  as  the  party  shall  have  escaladed  the  line,  the  30.  men 
ordered  into  the  sap  are  to  endeavor  to  force  the  gate  of  the  second  line ; 
and  if  they  should  succeed,  to  communicate  by  their  left  with  the  party 
which  shall  escalade. 
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15.  350  men  of  the  relief  for  the  trenches  this  evening  must  go  down, 
under  the  command  of  a  field  officer,  so  as  to  he  in  the  trenches  at  3  in 
the  afternoon.  As  soon  as  they  shall  arrive,  the  whole  of  the  covering 
party  now  in  the  trenches,  which  shall  he  on  the  left,  are  to  go  down  to 
the  right ;  and  the  left  of  the  trenches  and  horn  work  shall  he  occupied 
by  the  relieving  party. 

16.  When  the  signal  shall  be  made  that  the  mine  is  sprung,  an  officer 
and  20  men  are  to  rush  forward  from  the  advanced  trench  to  storm  the 
breach. 

17.  50  men  are  to  be  in  readiness  to  follow  these,  and  are  to  move  out 
as  soon  as  the  head  of  the  first  detachment  shall  have  ascended  the  breach. 

18.  100  men  are  to  be  in  readiness  in  the  advanced  trench  to  support 
the  stormiug  party  in  the  breach.  But  they  are  not  to  leave  the  trench  till 
the  storming  party  shall  be  established  on  the  breach ;  and  then  only  in 
case  support  should  be  wanted. 

19.  When  the  storming  party  shall  enter  the  breach,  they  must  turn 
along  the  parapet  to  the  left,  and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  stockade 
which  he  has  there  established. 

20.  The  troops  formed  in*  the  parallel  along  the  parapet  of  the  first  line, 
and  in  the  trenches  under  the  horn  work,  must  keep  up  a  fire  during  the 
storm  on  the  enemy's  third  line  and  the  castle,  so  as  to  keep  down  the 
fire  of  the  eiiemy. 

21.  Lieut.  Col.  Burgojrne  will  convey  these  orders  to  the  field  officer 
in  the  trenches ;  and  he  will  see  that  they  are  carried  into  execution  ac- 
cording to  the  intentions  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  on  the  right. 
Lieut  Col.  Sturgeon  will  convey  these  orders  to  the  field  officer  com- 
manding the  relief  for  the  trenches  ordered  by  the  15th  paragraph,  to  be 
there  at  3  o'clock ;  and  he  will  see  that  all  the  arrangements  ordered  are 
made,  and  that  the  intentions  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  are  carried 
into  execution  on  the  left. 

To  Earl  Batfaunt.  Villa  Ton,  I8th  Oct  1812. 

The  great  inconvenience  which  I  have  experienced  in  the  attack  on  the 
castle  of  Burgos,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  musket  ammunition,  and 
the  probability  which  exists  that  our  operations  will  continue  to  be  carried 
on  at  a  distance  from  our  former  magazines,  have  induced  me  to  review 
the  state  of  the  ordnance  establishments  with  Uus  army,  and  to  suggest  to 
your  Lordship  an  augmentation  of  them. 

This  army  has  never  had  with  it  an  equipment  of  ordnance  at  all  con- 
sistent with  its  numbers,  even  though  ^e  establishment  should  be  cal- 
culated for  the  British  troops  only.  But  besides  the  British  troops,  there 
are  nearly  equal  numbers  of  Portuguese  troops  in  each  division  of  which 
the  army  is  composed;  and  in  the  campaign  of  1810,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  1811,  we  had  a  considerable  number  of  Portuguese  guns  (9  bri- 
gades of  6  guns  each),  and  a  large  body  of  Portuguese  artillery  with  the 
army.  But  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  Portuguese  government,  and 
the  irregularity  of  their  system,  have  caused  the  destruction  of  nearly  all 
the  animals  attached  to  draw  these  guns ;  and  the  equipment  failed  first 
in  the  quantity  of  ammunition  necessary  to  be  brought  into  the  field  to 
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he  useful,  and  afterwards  in  the  draft  for  the  guns  themselves;  and  the 
service  of  one  brigade  after  another  has  been  discontinued,  till  at  last  there 
has  been  no  Portuguese  ordnance  with  this  part  of  the  army  in  this  cam- 
paign, and  only  one  brigade  with  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  British  ordnance  has  not  been  proportionally  increased;  and 
your  Lordship  will  find,  that  in  the  battle  of  Salamanca  the  French  army 
had  more  than  twice  the  number  of  pieces  of  ordnance  that  we  had. 

We  have  since  that  battle  been  joined,  and  are  in  co-operation  with 
various  bodies  of  Spanish  troops,  which  are  in  some  cases,  if  not  in  all, 
very  inadequately  supplied  with  ordnance ;  and  as  your  Lordship  is  aware, 
the  Spanish  finances  are  by  no  means  in  a  state  to  form  such  an  equip- 
ment of  ordnance  as  even  their  armies  would  require.  The  dependence 
of  the  allied  armies  in  the  Peninsula,  therefore,  must  be  almost  exclu- 
sively on  the  British  artillery ;  which,  as  I  have  above  informed  your 
Ijordship,  is  not  adequate  to  the  numbers  of  the  British  army  alone. 

I  have,  in  the  course  of  this  year,  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Sec.  of  State  different  scales  for  the  establishment  of  the  ordnance 
with  this  army,  in  proportion  as  I  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary,  and 
in  my  power  to  increase  the  number  of  the  pieces  of  cannon  with  the 
army.  The  first,  of  the  16th  April,  was  calculated  for  5  brigades  of  9 
or  long  6  pounders,  and  4  troops  of  horse  artillery. 

I  then  submitted  to  your  Lordship  on  the  18th  Aug.  the  scale  for  an 
establishment  of  7  brigades  of  9  or  long  6  pounders,  and  4  troops  of  horse 
artillery ;  and  of  one  brigade  of  heavy  ordnance  to  attend  the  army. 

I  have  since  ordered  to  the  army  one  brigade  of  9  pounders  from  Cadiz, 
which  will  make  the  number  with  the  army  8  brigades  of  9  or  long  6 
pounders;  and  my  firm  conviction  is,  that  we  ought  to  have  10  brigades 
of  9  or  long  6  pounders,  4  troops  of  horse  artillery,  and  one  brigade  of 
heavy  ordnance :  this  would  make  90  pieces. 

1  enclose  the  scale  of  establishment  of  horses,  &c.,  required  for  these 
guns  and  their  ammunition,  &c. 

The  musket  ammunition  of  the  army  is  carried  upon  mulea;  and  a 
sufficient  number  is  attached  to  each  division  to  carry  the  ammunition 
which  is  required  for  the  ordinary  consumption  of  the  British  troops  in 
the  division.  There  is,  besides,  a  large  quantity  carried  on  mules  in  the 
reserve  of  the  artillery,  to  supply  extraordinary  demands.  Besides  this 
supply  for  the  British  troops,  tlie  Portuguese  troops  have  a  proportion  of 
mules  attached  to  each  regiment  to  carry  the  supply  of  ammunition  which 
they  require. 

There  were  established  in  different  situations  on  the  frontiers  of  Por- 
tugal dep6ts  of  musket  and  gun  ammunition  equal  in  amount  to  the 
quantity  carried  by  the  mules  with  the  troops ;  so  that  any  extraordinary 
consumption  could  be  supplied  at  any  moment  without  difficulty  or  in- 
convenience. It  is  obvious,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  the  removal 
of  our  operations  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  Portuguese  frontier,  this 
resource  will  not  answer;  and  notwithstanding  the  pains  which  I  have 
taken  to  induce  the  Generals  of  the  Spanish  army,  and  the  Commanding 
officers  of  the  Portuguese  regiments,  to  take  measures  to  supply  the 
wants  of  their  own  troops,  it  is  very  obvious  that  they  will,  in  the  end^ 
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fall  tipon  our  resources.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  provide  for  the 
carriage  of  a  large  supply  of  musket  as  well  as  of  gun  ammunition,  to 
be  near  the  army ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  scale  of  an  ordnance 
establishment  required  for  this  purpose. 

Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  commanding  His  Majesty's  troops  in  the 
Peninsula,  I  have  never  made  any  demand  upon  the  government,  but 
have  always  considered  it  my  duty  to  do  the  best  I  could  with  the  means 
placed  at  my  disposal ;  being  certain  that  the  government  were  desirous 
of  making  them  as  large  as  circimistances  would  permit.  As  the  same 
desire  still  exists  in  the  ordnance,  as  well  as  other  departments,  I  should 
wait  till  government  should  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  our  means  of 
this  description ;  but  finding  those  at  my  disposal  to  be  very  inadequate 
to  the  numbers  even  of  the  British  army,  and  by  no  means  sufficient  in  a 
view  to  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  I  think  it  proper  ta 
bring  the  whole  subject  under  your  view. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  have  at  Lisbon  the  quantity  of  ordnance 
required  to  complete  this  equipment,  excepting  the  iron  guns,  the  whole 
of  which,  I  informed  your  Lordship  on  the  10th  June,  that  I  had  sent  to 
Gibraltar  to  be  put  in  a  state  of  repair  for  the  Sicilian  army. 

I  find  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  reports  of  practice,  on  which  was 
founded  my  demand  of  24  pounders,  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  Aug. ;  and 
I  should  wish  to  have  iron  18  pounders  of  37  cwt.,  8  feet  long,  instead  of 
24  pounders  of  30  cwt.,  and  6^  feet  long. 


Retnro  of  the  killed, 

wounded,  and  misting,  at  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  from  the 
11th  to  the  17th  Oct.  inclusive. 

1 

1 

1 
OS 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
non-commissioned 
officers,  and  R.&F. 

KUled 

4 

1 
3 

27 
66 

28 
73 

Wounded 

Miving      .     .     • 

•     • 

Memorandum  for  Gen.  Pftck,  for  the  blockade  of  Burgos.     ViUa  Toro^  20th  Oct.  1812. 

1 .  While  the  enemy  shall  be  in  force  in  front  of  the  army.  Brig.  Gen. 
Pack  will  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Burgos,  keeping  possession  of 
the  ground  which  has  been  acquired  during  tlie  siege.  He  will  have 
under  his  command,  besides  his  own  brigade,  the  24th  and  58th  regts.. 
Col.  Brown's  battalion  of  ca^adores,  the  1 1th,  53d,  and  6l0t  regts.,  and 
the  Spanish  battalions  of  Asturias  and  Guadalaxara,  which  are  in  the  town 
of  Burgos. 

2.  The  guns,  howitzers,  and  ammunition  now  in  the  trenches^  are  to  be 
brought  down  this  night,  for  which  purpose  a  working  party  of  200  men 
must  be  ordered  for  this  evening  at  5  p.m. 

3.  Orders  will  be  sent  to  Col.  Robe  regardmg  the  disposal  of  the  artil^ 
lery  and  ammunition. 
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4.  Orders  will  likewbe  be  sent  for  the  11th,  53d,  aiid  61st  regts.  to  go 
round  and  occupy  the  bivouac  lately  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Guards. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  Pack,  and  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  will  be  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice,  with  the  exception  of  500  men, 
in  their  due  proportions  of  English  and  Portuguese  troops,  to  relieve  the 
trenches  at  the  hour  of  the  next  relief,  and  Col.  Brown's  battalion  of 
ca^adores,  and  the  two  battalions  of  Spanish  infantry.  The  officer  who 
shall  take  Gen.  Pack  his  orders  will  show  him  the  road  he  is  to  march. 

6.  When  Gen.  Pack  shall  move,  he  is  to  give  charge  of  the  blockade 
to  Col.  Brown,  who  will  concert  his  measures  with  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne 
to  preserve  all  the  ground  gained. 

7.  Gen.  Pack  will  settle  with  the  Commandant  of  the  Spanish  troops, 
to  take  some  of  the  duties  in  the  town,  now  taken  by  the  ca^adores. 

8.  All  the  avenues  from  the  town  to  the  castle  should  be  barricaded. 

9.  One  of  the  French  guns  and  an  howitzer  might  be  left  in  the  right 
hand  battery,  in  order  to  give  the  enemy  a  shot  occasionally,  and  to  check 
sorties.  An  officer  and  artillerymen  of  the  reserve  must  remain  for 
this  purpose. 

10.  The  Engineer  officer  must  load  the  mines  in  the  horn  work,  and 
these  mines  must  be  sprung,  if  by  any  accident  it  should  be  necessary  to 
withdraw  from  the  trenches. 

Memonadum  for  Col.  Robe,  R.A.  Villa  Toro,  20th  Oct  1812. 

1.  The  guns  and  howitzers  now  in  the  batteries  are  to  be  moved  down 
this  night,  with  the  exception  of  a  French  gun  and  howitzer,  to  be  left  in 
tiie  right  hand  battery,  to  give  the  enemy  a  shot  occasionally,  and  to  check 
sortieif. 

2.  Those  howitzers  whidi  are  serviceable,  with  their  ammunition,  must 
be  sent  to  Riobena. 

3.  The  18  pounder  guns,  with  their  ammunition,  and  the  unserviceable 
howitzers,  are  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  brought  down,  through 
Quintana-duenas  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Villalon.  They  are  there 
to  halt,  200  yards  short  of  the  village,  where  they  will  not  be  seen  from 
the  castle  of  Burgos. 

4.  The  reserve  ammunition  of  the  field  train  should  be  sent  this  evening 
to  the  same  place ;  and  to-morrow  morning  before  daylight  it  should  march 
by  Tardajoz  to  ftrandovinez. 

TUJM,t9  tkt  Ommtuidantt  if  HtpiiaJ  tiatioHS,  20th  Oct.  1812. 

Several  of  the  depdt  stations  of  the  army  having  experienced  much  inconve- 
nience firom  not  having  any  funds  to  supply  the  necessary  comforts  for  the  con- 
valesoent  men,  with  a  view  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  as  also  to  insure  a 
regularity  in  the  accounts  of  the  station  under  your  command,  I  enclose  you 
herewith  a  form  of  account  for  your  guidance,  and  propose  that  a  certain  sum 
should  be  advanced  mon^ly  for  the  exigencies  of  the  depdt,  as  also  to  afford 
the  sick  officers  a  proportionate  advance  for  the  relief  of  their  necessities.  The 
several  r^mental  vouchers  are  to  be  regidarly,  each  month,  forwarded  bv  you 
to  the  Paymasters  of  the  respective  redments^  who  are  to  account  with  the 
Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  for  the  sums  so  advanced ;  and  you  will,  on  no  account, 
fiifl  to  forward  the  accounts  of  your  dep6t  to  the  Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  between 
the  24th  and  1st  of  every  month,  transmitting  the  vouchers  for  the  same  period 
to  the  Paymasters  of  corps,  as  before  directed. 

k2 
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To  Brig.  Gen.  Pack.  Riobena,  2l8t  Oct.  1812,  1 J  p.m. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  give  up  our 
position  here,  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  which  I  have  received  from 
Gen.  Hill  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  south ;  and  unless  I  should 
receive  a  contradiction  of  the  intelligence,  I  propose  to  march  this  night. 

As  soon  as  you  shall  receive  this  letter  you  should  send  oflT  the  baggage 
of  the  troops  with  you  by  Quintana-duenas  and  Villalon  to  Frandovinez. 
If  I  should  go  I  shall  send  you  word ;  and  in  that  case  you  will  march 
when  the  moon  shall  rise,  and  will  go  into  the  town,  entering  it  by  the  side 
of  the  trenches,  of  which  you  will  keep  possession,  as  well  as  of  the  trenches, 
till  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  You  will  then  march  with  the  troops  under 
yoiur  command  by  the  high  road  of  Valladolid  to  Frandovinez. 

The  troops  in  the  trenches  should  evacuate  the  horn  work  first  They 
should  then  evacuate  the  other  part  of  the  trenches,  and  they  should  pro- 
ceed along  this  side  of  the  river  to  Villalon,  where  they  will  cross  and  join 
you.  Your  brigade,  the  Spanish  infantry,  and  CoL  Brown's  battalion 
should  be  across  the  bridge  before  the  trenches  are  evacuated,  leaving  of 
the  latter  only  the  sentries  necessary  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  coming 
out  of  the  castle. 

At  a  particular  moment  to  be  fixed,  shortly  before  5  o'clock,  at  which 
the  last  of  the  trenches  are  to  be  evacuated,  the  mines  in  the  horn  work 
must  be  exploded  by  an  officer,  who  must  be  mounted  and  ride  away. 

P.S.  Let  the  troops  belonging  to  the  1st  division,  excepting  those  in  the 
trenches,  join  the  division  as  it  shall  pass  Gamonal,  and  let  those  of  the  6th 
division,  excepting  Col.  Brown's  battalion,  do  the  same. 

To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Villa  Fria,  21gt  Oct  1812. 

I  have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  11th  and  18th  inst  The 
enemy  moved  forward  on  the  18th,  and  have  since  collected  in  my  front 
in  very  large  numbers.  They  advanced  yesterday  evening  with  3  divisions 
of  infantry  and  a  considerable  body  of  cavalry,  probably  with  the  object 
of  reconnaitring  the  position  which  we  occupy ;  but  upon  my  moving  down 
some  troops  to  attack  them,  they  retired  in  some  haste  to  the  ground  about 
Fresno. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  troops  of  the  ^  Armie  de 
Portugal '  and  the  army  of  the  North  which  are  disposable  have  been  col- 
lected for  this  operation;  but  they  don't  appear  disponed  to  make  any 
serious  attack  upon  us. 

By  the  letters  which  I  have  received  from  the  south,  it  seems  evident 
that  Soult,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  is  about  to  move  on  Madrid  with 
the  whole  of  the  troops  in  Valencia  and  Murcia ;  and  as  the  weather,  which 
has  been  so  very  bad  in  this  part  of  the  country,  has  not  been  so  to  the 
south,  the  fords  of  the  Tagus  are  unfortunately  all  passable.  I  have  be- 
sides learnt  that  Gen.  Ballesteros,  who  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position 
at  Alcaraz,  has  not  moved  from  Granada.  Under  these  circumstances,  if 
I  don't  in  the  course  of  this  evening  receive  any  accounts  from  Sir  R.  Hill 
which  should  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  are  not  marching  upon 
the  Tagus,  I  propose  to  raise  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  withdraw  across  the 
Arlanzon. 
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I  shall  not,  therefore,  want  the  guns  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send 
to  Reynosa;  and  I  forward  by  this  opportunity  orders  to  Capt.  Pack  to 
return  with  the  equipments  under  his  charge  to  Santander. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  FrandoYinei,  22d  Oct.  1812,  1 1  a.m. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  19th,  1  p.m. 

Our  affairs  in  this  quarter  stand  thus  :  On  the  18th  in  the  aflemoon  we 
stormed  the  breach  in  the  second  line  of  the  castle,  and  at  the  same  time 
escaladed  it ;  and  a  mine  sprung  at  the  same  moment  with  good  effect 
Unfortunately  we  could  not  support  the  storm  sufficiently  in  time,  and  our 
troops  were  beat  off*.  We  lost  above  100  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Guards  and  Hanoverians  behaved  remarkably  well. 

On  the  same  day  the  enemy  moved  forward,  and  attacked  our  outposts 
in  strength,  and  the  2  armies  have  been  opposite  to  each  other  from  the 
18th  till  last  night.  They  made  a  great  reconnaissance  with  3  divisions 
and  some  cavalry  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  in  which  some  of  them  were 
very  roughly  handled  by  the  Chasseurs  Britanniques ;  and  I  made  a  move- 
ment with  our  left,  under  Sir  E.  Paget,  which  induced  them  to  move  back 
rather  more  quickly  than  they  had  advanced.  Unluckily  it  was  too  dark 
to  take  any  advantage  of  their  error  or  our  movement. 

The  2  armies  continued  opposite  to  each  other  all  day  yesterday ;  and 
having  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  in  the  morning,  I  determined  to 
raise  the  siege  last  night,  and  to  move  towards  you.  This  1  have  effected, 
and  the  troops  are  now  on  their  march,  and  we  shall  be  this  day  at  Celada 
del  Camino. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  constantly.  If  their  movement  on  your  side  is 
decided  upon  Cuenca,  I  conceive  that  those  in  my  front  will  go  to  Lerma 
or  Aranda  de  Duero,  leaving  the  army  of  the  North  behind.  I  am  certain 
that  the  '  Armde  de  Portugal'  will  not  follow  us  if  left  alone. 

To  Earl  Batharst  Cabeion,  26tb  Oct  1813. 

I  have  been  so  much  occupied  by  the  movements  and  operations  of  the 
army  since  the  1 8th  inst.,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  write  to  your  Lord- 
ship. The  operations  of  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos  continued  nearly 
in  the  state  in  which  they  were  when  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the 
11th  inst.  until  the  18th.  Having  at  that  time  received  a  supply  of  musket 
ammunition  from  Santander,  and  having,  while  waiting  for  that  necessary 
article,  completed  a  mine  under  the  church  of  San  Roman,  which  stood  in 
an  outwork  of  the  second  line,  I  determined  that  the  breach  which  we  had 
effected  in  the  second  line  should  be  stormed  that  evening,  at  the  moment 
this  mine  should  explode ;  and  that  at  the  same  time  the  line  should  be 
attacked  by  escalade. 

The  mine  succeeded,  and  Lieut  Col.  Brown  lodged  a  party  of  the  9th 
ca^ores  and  a  detachment  of  Spanish  troops  of  the  regiment  of  Asturuu 
in  the  outwork.  A  detachment  of  the  K.  G.  L.  under  Major  Wurmb  car- 
ried the  breach,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Guards  succeeded  in  escalading 

G^  0»  Du«nM,  25th  Oct  181 S. 

Major  Gen.  Oswald  will  join  and  take  the  command  of  the  6th  dirisiuo  of  infiuitry, 
diicliig  the  abience  of  laeut.  Geu.  Leith  on  account  of  hii  woundi. 
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the  line ;  but  the  enemy  brought  such  a  fire  upon  these  2  last  detachments 
from  the  third  line  and  the  body  of  the  castle  itself,  and  they  were  attacked 
by  numbers  so  superior,  before  they  could  receive  the  support  allotted  to 
them,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  suffering  considerable  loss.  Major 
Wurmb  was  unfortunately  killed. 

It  is  impossible  to  represent  in  adequate  terms  my  sense  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Guards  and  German  Legion  upon  this  occasion ;  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied,  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to  maintain  the  posts  which  they  had 
gained  with  so  much  gallantry,  those  troops  would  have  maintained  them. 
Some  of  the  men  stormed  even  the  third  line,  and  one  was  killed  in  one 
of  the  embrasures  of  that  line ;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  that  if 
I  could  breach  the  wall  of  the  castle,  we  should  carry  the  place. 

Sir  H.  Popham  had  succeeded  in  an  experiment  which  he  had  tried  for 
the  removal  of  guns  from  Santander  for  Uie  siege  of  Santona;  and  know- 
ing our  wants  of  ordnance  and  stores,  and  that  our  battering  guns  and 
carriages  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  he  sent  two  24  pounders 
and  stores  from  Santander,  and  I  intended,  as  soon  as  they  should  arrive, 
to  endeavor  to  breach  the  wall  of  the  castle. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  mine  was  commenced  under  the  second  line 
from  the  church  of  San  Roman,  of  which  we  remained  in  possession. 

The  enemy  had  on  the  13th  moved  forward  a  considerable  body  of 
infantry  and  6  squadrons  of  cavalry  from  Briviesca,  to  reconnaitre  our 
outpost  at  Monasterio.  They  attacked  the  piquet  at  the  bridge  in  front 
of  the  town,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  a  detachment  of  the  infantry 
of  the  Brunswick  Legion.  In  this  affair  Lieut.  Col.  the  Hon.  F.  Pon- 
sonby,  who  commanded  at  Monasterio,  was  wounded,  but  not  severely ; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  soon  again  have  the  benefit  of  his  assistance. 

I  had  long  had  reports  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  advance  for  the 
relief  of  the  castle  of  Burgos  with  the  *  Arm4e  de  Portugal^*  reinforced 
by  troops  recently  arrived  from  France,  and  with  that  part  of  the  army  of 
the  North  which  was  disposable ;  and  they  did  advance  in  considerable 
force  against  the  post  of  Monasterio,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.  Lieut. 
Lyznewsky,  of  the  Brunswick  Legion,  who  commanded  a  piquet  in  S*' 
Olalla,  disobeyed  his  orders  in  remaining  in  that  village  upon  the  approach 
of  the  enemy;  and  he  was  taken  with  his  piquet  The  enemy  conse- 
quently obtained  possession  of  the  heights  which  command  the  town  of 
Monasterio,  and  our  outpost  was  obliged  to  retire,  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  to  the  Burgos  side  of  the  town. 

I  assembled  t^e  troops,  excepting  those  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
operations  of  the  siege,  as  soon  as  it  appeared,  by  the  enemy's  movement 
of  the  18th,  that  they  entertained  serious  intentions  of  endeavoring  to 
raise  it ;  and  placed  the  allied  army  on  the  heights,  having  their  right  at 
Ibeas,  on  the  Arlanzon,  the  centre  at  Riobena  and  Mijaradas,  and  the- left 
at  Soto  Palacios.  The  enemy's  army  likewise  assembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Monasterio. 

They  moved  forward  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  with  about  10,000 
men,  to  drive  in  our  outposts  from  Quintana-palla  and  Olmos.  The  former 
withdrew  by  order ;  but  the  latter  was  maintained  with  great  spirit  by  the 
Chasseurs  Britanniques.     Seeing  a  fair  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow 
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upon  the  enemj,  I  requested  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  £.  Paget  to  move  with  the 
Istand  5th  divisions  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank;  which  movement 
having  been  well  executed,  drove  them  back  upon  Monasterio ;  and  our 
posts  were  replaced  in  Quintana-palla. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir  R.  Hill  of  the 
17th,  in  which  he  acquainted  me  with  the  enemy's  intention  to  move 
towards  the  Tagus,  which  was  already  fordable  by  individuals  in  many 
places,  and  was  likely  to  become  so  by  an  army. 

The  castle  of  Chinchilla  had  surrendered  on  the  9th  inst,  and  Gen. 
Ballesteros,  although  be  had  entered  Granada  on  the  17th  Sept.,  had  not 
assumed  the  position  in  La  Mancha  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  assume 
by  the  Spanish  government,  at  my  suggestion. 

The  enemy's  force  in  Valencia  was  supposed  to  amount  to  not  less  than 
70,000  men,  a  very  large  proportion  of  which,  it  was  expected,  would  be 
disposable  for  service  out  of  that  kingdom. 

I  had  desired  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  retire  from  his  position  on  the 
Tagus,  if  he  should  find  that  he  could  not  maintain  himself  in  it  with 
advantage,  and  it  was  necessary  that  I  should  be  near  him,  in  order  that 
the  corps  under  my  command  might  not  be  insulated  in  consequence  of 
the  movements  which  he  should  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing. I  therefore  raised  the  siege  of  Burgos  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t,  and 
moved  the  whole  army  back  towards  the  Duero.* 

I  felt  severely  the  sacrifice  I  was  obliged  to  make.  Your  Lq^hip  is 
well  aware  that  I  never  was  very  sanguine  in  my  expectations  of  success 
in  the  siege  of  Burgos,  notwithstanding  that  I  considered  that  success  was 
attainable,  even  with  the  means  in  my  power,  within  a  reasonably  limited 
period.  If  the  attack  on  the  first  line,  made  on  the  22d  or  the  29th,  had 
succeeded,  I  believe  we  should  have  taken  the  place,  notwithstanding  the 
ability  with  which  the  Governor  conducted  the  defence,  and  the  gallantry 
with  which  it  was  executed  by  the  garrison.  Our  means  were  very 
limited ;  but  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  we  should  succeed,  the  advantage 
to  the  cause  would  be  great,  and  the  final  success  of  the  campaign  would 
have  been  certain. 

I  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
troops  during  the  siege  of  Burgos,  particularly  with  the  brigade  of  Guards. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  siege,  the  weather  was  very  unfavorable,  and 
the  troops  suffered  much  from  the  rain.  The  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
Artillery  and  Engineer  departments,  Lieut.  Col.  Robe,  and  Lieut  Col. 
Burgoyne,  and  Lieut  Col.  Dickson,  who  commands  the  reserve  artillery, 
rendered  me  every  assistance,  and  the  failure  of  success  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  them.  By  their  activity  we  carried  off  every  thing  in  the  course 
of  one  night,  excepting  the  3  18  pounders  destroyed  by  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  the  8  pieces  of  cannon  which  we  had  taken  from  the  enemy  on  the 
night  of  the  19th  ult,  in  the  storm  of  the  horn  work,  not  having  cattle 
to  move  them. 

The  enemy  were  not  aware  of  our  movements,  and  did  not  follow  us 
till  late  on  the  22d,  when  10,000  men  encamped  on  this  side  of  Burgos. 

The  British  army  encamped  at  Celada  del  Camino  and  Homillos,  with 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  VI. 
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the  light  cavalry  at  Estepar  and  Buniel.  We  continued  our  march  the 
following  day ;  the  right  of  the  army  to  Torquemada,  the  left  to  Cordo- 
villa,  at  which  places  we  crossed  the  Pisuerga. 

The  enemy  followed  our  movement  with  their  whole  army.  Our  rear 
guard  consisted  of  the  two  light  battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legion, 
under  Col.  Halkett,  and  of  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry ;  and 
Major  Gen.  Bock's  brigade  was  halted  at  the  Venta  del  Pozo,  to  give 
them  support;  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S. 
Cotton.  Don  J.  Sanchez  marched  on  the  left  of  the  Arlanzon;  and  the 
party  of  guerrillas  heretofore  commanded  by  the  late  Marquinez,  in  the 
hills  on  the  left  of  our  rear  guard. 

Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  charged  twice,  with  great  success,  in  front 
of  Celada  del  Camino,  and  the  enemy  were  detained  above  3  hours  by  the 
troops  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  in  the  passage  of  the  Hormaza,  iii 
front  of  that  village. 

The  rear  guard  continued  to  fall  back  in  the  best  order,  till  the  guer- 
rillas on  the  left  having  been  driven  in,  they  rode  towards  the  flank  of  the 
rear  guard  of  Majior  Gen.  Anson's  brigade,  and  4  or  5  squadrons  of  the 
enemy  mixed  with  them.  These  were  mistaken  for  Spaniards,  and  they 
fell  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  our  troops.  We  sustained  some  loss ;  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Pelly,  of  the  16th  dragoons,  having  had  his  horse  shot,  was 
taken  prisoner. 

The  delay  occasioned  by  this  misfortune  enabled  the  enemy  to  bring 
up  a  very  superior  body  of  cavalry,  which  was  charged  by  Major  Gen. 
Bock's  and  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigades,  near  the  Yenta  del  Pozo,  but 
unsuccessfully ;  and  our  rear  guard  was  hard  pressed.  The  enemy  made 
3  charges  on  the  2  light  battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legion,  formed 
in  squares,  but  were  always  repulsed  with  considerable  loss  by  the  steadi- 
ness of  these  2  battalions.  They  suffered  no  loss,  and  I  can't  sufficiently 
applaud  their  conduct,  and  that  of  Col.  Halkett,  who  commanded  them. 

The  exertions  and  conduct  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  and  of  the  officers 
and  Staff  attached  to  him,  throughout  this  day,  were  highly  meritorious ; 
and  although  the  charge  made  by  the  cavalry  was  not  successftil,  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  observing  great  steadiness  in  their  movements.  Major 
Bull's  troop  of  horse  artillery,  under  Major  Downman  and  Capt  Ramsay, 
distinguished  themselves. 

The  army  continued  its  march  on  the  24th,  and  took  up  its  ground  on 
the  Carrion,  with  its  right  at  Dueiias,  and  left  at  Villa-muriel ;  and  the  Ist 
batt  1st  Guards  joined  us  from  Coruna.  I  halted  there  on  the  25th,  and 
the  enemy  attacked  our  left  at  Villa-muriel.  They  were  repulsed,  how- 
ever, by  the  5th  division  of  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen. 
Oswald,  in  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Leith,  on  account  of  indisposition. 

I  had  directed  the  3d  batt  of  the  Royals  to  march  to  Palencia,  to 
protect  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  over  the  Carrion  at  that  place ;  but 
it  appears  that  the  enemy  assembled  in  such  force  at  that  point,  that  Lieut 
Col.  Campbell  thought  it  necessary  to  retire  upon  Villa-muriel,  and  the 
enemy  passed  the  Carrion  at  Palencia,  This  rendered  it  necessary  to 
change  our  front,  and  I  directed  Major  Gen.  Oswald  to  throw  back  our 
left,  and  the  Spanish  troops  upon  the  heights,  and  to  maintain  the  Carrion 
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^ilh  the  right  of  the  5th  division.  The  bridge  of  Villa-muriel  was 
destroyed,  but  the  enemj  discovered  a  ford,  and  passed  over  a  considerable 
body  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I  made  Major  Gen.  Pringle  and  Brig* 
Gen.  Barnes  attack  these  troops,  under  the  orders  of  Major  Gen.  Os^^ald ; 
in  which  attack  the  Spanish  troops  co-operated,  and  they  were  driven 
across  the  river  with  considerable  loss.  The  fire  upon  the  left  had  been 
very  severe  throughout  the  day,  from  which  we  suffered  a  good  deal ;  and 
Major  Gen.  Don  M.  de  Alava  was  unfortunately  wounded  while  urging 
on  the  Spanish  infantry  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

I  broke  up  this  morning  from  the  Carrion,  and  marched  upon  Cabezon 
del  Campo,  where  I  have  crossed  the  Pisuerga. 

llie  enemy  appear  to  be  moving  in  this  direction  from  Duenas.  I 
propose  to  halt  here  to-morrow. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miaing,  at  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  from  the 
18th  to  the  2l8t  Oct.  inclusive. 


1 

4S 

i 

Pi 
1 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
non  -  commissioned 
officers,  and  R.&F. 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

4 
10 

3 

4 

89 

160 

4 

96 

174 

4 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.a  Cabezon,  27th  Oct.  1812,  9  p.m. 

I  have  received  jour  letters  to  the  26th.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  now  enter  into  an  account  of  our  retreat.  We  halted  the  day 
before  yesterday  at  Duenas,  and  this  day  at  this  place ;  but  the  enemy 
are  infinitely  superior  to  us  in  cavalry^  and  from  what  I  saw  to-day,  very 
superior  in  infantry.  We  must  retire,  therefore,  and  the  Duero  is  no 
barrier  for  U8«  If  we  go,  and  we  cannot  hold  our  ground  beyond  the 
Duero,  your  situation  will  become  delicate.  We  certainly  cannot  stand 
against  the  numbers  at  present  opposed  to  us  in  any  situation,  and  it 
appears  to  me,  therefore,  to  be  necessary  that  you,  as  well  as  we,  should 
retire.  The  only  doubt  which  1  entertain  is  respecting  the  road  which 
you  should  take,  and  that  doubt  originates  in  the  insufficiency  of  tins 
army  to  stop  the  army  opposed  to  it  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable 
you  to  reach  the  Adaja. 

I  propose  to  remain  on  the  Pisuerga  to-morrow,  if  I  can,  and  as  long 
as  I  can  upon  the  Duero,  and  then  to  retire  by  Arevalo.  God  knows 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  remain  on  either  river,  and  if  I  cannot,  your 
retreat  should  be  by  the  valley  of  the  Tagus ;  if  I  can,  we  should  join  as 
proposed  by  former  letters.  If  I  can  remaui  on  the  Pisuerga  to-morrow, 
I  shall  cross  the  Duero  on  the  29th,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  in  full  force  till  the  1st,  in 
which  case  I  shall  arrive  at  Arevalo  on  the  3d. 
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You  will  not  receive  this  letter  till  the  29th :  jou  will  arrive  at  the 
Escurial  probably  on  the  3l8ty  at  Villa  Castin  on  ^e  2d,  and  at  Arevalo 
on  the  4th.  If  jou  should  find  it  necessary  to  retreat  sooner,  so  much 
the  better,  as  this  arrangement,  which  is  much  more  likely  to  &il  on  my 
side  than  on  yours,  will  be  more  easily  accomplldied. 

If  I  should  not  be  able  to  hold  my  ground  as  long  as  I  expect,  either 
on  the  Pisuerga  or  the  Duero,  I  shall  apprise  you  of  it  at  the  first  moment, 
and  shall  suggest  your  line  of  retreat ;  but  this  will  be  difficult,  as  you 
have  a  large  body  of  cavalry  opposed  to  you,  and  your  march,  as  proposed, 
at  least  as  far  as  Villa  Castin,  would  have  been  secure,  whereas  that  by 
Talavera,  &c.,  will  not  till  you  shall  cross  the  Tagus. 

Don't  order  the  bridge  at  Almaraz  to  be  taken  up,  or  destroyed,  till 
you  shall  be  certain  that  you  will  not  require  it 

In  respect  to  the  Spaniards,  let  Don  Carlos'  division,  Morillo's  and 
Penne  Villemur's,  retire  with  you ;  desire  Gens.  Elio,  Bassecourt,  and 
Villa  Carapa  to  join  Gen.  Ballesteros  by  the  bridge  of  Toledo,  if  you 
should  have  left  that  entire,  or  by  that  of  Talavera,  or  that  of  Arzobispo, 
if  you  should  not ;  and  desire  the  Empecinado  to  go  to  his  old  ground 
about  Guadalaxara.  Tell  them  all  that  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  set 
matters  on  their  legs  again,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  British  army 
to  resist  the  armies  of  the  North;  the  Centre;  of  Soult;  the  *' Arrn^ 
de  Portugal;*  and  part  of  that  of  Suchet;  in  co-operation  at  the  same 
moment. 

I  send  to  Major  Hartmann  to  desire  that  he  will  destroy  the  stores,  &c., 
at  Madrid.  I  shall  let  you  know  the  result  of  every  day's  proceedings, 
and  my  expectations  for  Uie  next. 

P.S.  I  don't  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  .     The  Jarama  appears  to 

me  to  be  the  most  advantageous  line,  although  liable  to  be  turned  both  on 
the  right  and  left. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Cabe«»D,  asth  Oct  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  26th,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  enemy's  whole  army,  as  they  placed  themselves  opposite  to  us  on  the 
Pisuerga  yesterday.     They  are  certainly  in  very  great  strength.     The 

*  AmUe  de  PortugaV  \iSLye  received  a  reinforcement  of  10,000  men 
(including  cavalry)  from  France ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
are  2  divisions  of  infantry  now  with  this  army,  belonging  to  the  army  of 
the  North.    The  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  North  is  certainly  with  the 

*  AmUe  de  Portugal^*  and  they  have  at  least  5000  good  cavalry. 

I  don't  think  that  I  am  sufficiently  strong  to  contend  with  this  army 
thus  reinforced.  I  have  here  only  4  weak  divisions  of  British  and 
Portuguese  troops,  and  3  very  weak  brigades  of  cavalry. 

There  are  with  this  army  12,000  Spanish  troops  of  the  army  of  Galicia, 
including  about  600  cavalry,  and  the  cavalry  under  Don  J.  Sanchez. 

G.  O.  CabMon.  88th  Oct.  181£. 

1.  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhouiie  is  appointed  to  command  the  7th  diYinon  of  in- 
fantry, rtr- 

%  Brig.  Gen.  Barnes  will  command  Major  Gen.  Hay*s  brigade  in  the  dth  divisioii  of 
inAmtry  till  further  orders. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  139 

I  wa«  sorry  to  observe,  however,  in  the  affair  of  the  25th,  that  although 
the  Spanish  soldiers  showed  no  want  of  spirit  or  of  disposition  to  engage 
with  the  enemy,  they  were  totally  unable  to  move  upon  them  with  the 
regularity  and  order  of  a  disciplined  body,  by  which  alone  success  can  be 
hoped  for  in  any  contest  with  the  French.  We  must  depend  upon  our- 
selves, therefore ;  and  the  difference  of  numbers,  from  what  I  saw  yester- 
day, is  much  against  us. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  desire  Lieut 
Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  retire  from  his  position  on  the  Tagus,  and  to  join  me, 
if  possible,  on  the  Adaja.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  cross 
the  Duero ;  and  if  the  enemy  should  follow  me  with  his  whole  force, 
which  is  probable,  I  cannot  expect  to  be  able  to  maintain  myself,  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  retire  towards  the  Tormes.  In  this  case  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  R.  Hill  would  be  exposed  to  the  evil  which  I  raised  the  siege  of 
Burgos  to  avoid,  thinking  it  possible  he  might  be  obliged  to  retire,  and 
be  attacked  by  a  superior  army  in  front,  and  by  another  in  his  rear.  This 
misfortune  would  be  more  certain  if  any  accident  should  unfortunately 
happen  to  the  troops  under  my  command. 

By  accounts  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  the  26th  inst,  I  find  that 
the  enemy  had  approached  the  Tagus  with  their  left,  and  had  moved  their 
right  upon  Cuenca.  He  does  not  state  the  force  they  have  with  them, 
but  I  should  imagine  not  less  than  50,000  men ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
there  are  not  less  than  40,000  now  opposed  to  this  army.  Both  armies 
are  infinitely  superior  to  ours  in  cavalry  and  artillery,  as  well  as  in  total 
numbers.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  has  with  him  about  as  many  Spanish 
troops  as  there  are  with  this  army,  but  I  believe  they  are  equally  unused 
to  order  and  discipline. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  no  expectations 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  maintain  myself  very  forward  in  Castillo,  if  the 
enemy  should  be  able  to  keep  this  large  body  collected. 

Your  Lordship  will  recollect  that  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that, 
as  &r  as  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  was  concerned,  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  and  the  evacuation  of  Andalusia 
would  be  misfortunes,  however  important  as  political  events.  The  reason 
is,  that  in  consequence  of  those  events,  these  armies  are  opposed  to  larger 
bodies  of  the  enemy  than  they  were  before,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
don't  receive  proportionate  assistance  from  the  Spanish  troops,  owing  to 
the  state  in  which  these  troops  are  found. 

If  Gen.  Ballesteros  had  moved  into  La  Mancha,  as  he  was  desired,  I 
don't  believe  the  enemy  could  have  ventured  upon  the  march  towards  Uie 
Tagus,  nor  do  I  believe  they  would  have  attempted  to  interrupt  the  siege 
of  Burgos ;  an  operation  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  ordered  by 
the  King  from  Valencia,  and  is  connected  with  his  movement  towards  the 
Tagus.  If  they  had  moved  towards  the  Tagus,  they  must  have  detached 
to  observe  and  check  Ballesteros,  and  their  force  against  Sir  R.  Hill 
would  have  been  diminished,  and  I  might  have  drawn  reinforcements  from 
him.  It  is  fortunate  that  I  was  induced  to  raise  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and 
to  retire  to  the  Duero,  upon  learning  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  Tagus,  as 
it  is  obvious  that  my  force  is  far  inferior  in  numbers  and  composition  tp 
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that  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  result  of  a  battle,  fought  to  save  the  siege, 
might  have  been  very  doubtful. 

No  event  of  importance  has  occurred  since  I  addressed  jrour  Lordship 
on  the  26th.  The  enemy  formed  their  cavalry  in  the  plain  on  our  front 
yesterday ;  they  have  cannonaded  different  parts  of  our  line,  without  doing 
us  any  injury,  excepting  that  Lieut  Col.  Robe,  of  the  Royal  artillery, 
was  wounded  severely,  but  not  dangerously,  yesterday. 

To  Lieut  GeD.  Sir  R.  HUl,  K.R  Boecillo,  29th  Oct  1812,  6}  p.m. 

We  crossed  the  Duero  this  day,  having  destroyed  all  the  bridges  on 
the  lower  Pisuerga.  The  enemy  are  in  march  towards  Tordesillas,  where 
I  destroyed  the  bridge  last  night.  That  of  Toro  will  have  been  destroyed 
this  day,  I  hope. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you,  after  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  27th. 

I  propose  to  place  myself  to-morrow  in  front  of  Tordesillas,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  coming  over  the  Duero  there. 

To  Earl  Bathurtt  Boecillo,  29th  Oct  1813. 

You  will  be  anxious  to  receive  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  22d 
Sept,  on  the  subject  of  sending  us  guineas.  If  the  guineas  should  come, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  they  shall  be  applied  strictly  as  the  law 
directs ;  viz.,  in  the  payment  of  the  ordinaries  of  the  service ;  that  is,  the 
pay  of  the  officers  and  troops.  It  will  be  a  relief  to  us  to  receive  the 
money  to  be  so  applied ;  almost  as  great  as  it  would  to  receive  an  equal 
sum  in  silver,  to  be  applied  to  any  service. 

In  regard  to  the  rate  at  which  they  must  be  paid  to  the  troops,  I  rather 
believe  that  they  ought  to  be  paid  as  one  pound  one  shilling ;  and  let  the 
troops  dispose  of  them  as  they  please.  It  would  be  rather  curious  to  pay 
the  troops  in  dollars  at  4s.  6cf.,  which  are  worth  5^.  6d,,  and  afterwards  to 
pay  them  guineas  at  one  pound,  because  they  are  supposed  not  to  ex- 
change for  more  in  Portu^  or  Spain.  However,  I  will  consider  of  this 
point  before  the  guineas  arrive. 

We  crossed  the  Duero  this  day,  having  destroyed  all  the  bridges  on  the 
Pisuerga. 

The  enemy  are  marching  on  Tordesillas. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Rneda,  80th  Oct  1812, 10  f.m. 

The  enemy  are  collected  at  and  about  Tordesillas,  and  last  night  ob- 
tained the  bridge  of  that  place  by  the  misconduct,  I  believe,  of  the 
Brunswick  corps.  The  army  are  formed  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  I 
hope  that  the  latter  cannot  pass  the  Duero  till  you  shall  be  near  me. 

Let  me  know  particularly  how  you  get  on ;  whether  you  are  followed 
closely,  by  whom,  and  by  what  numbers. 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.R  Rueda,  Slst  Oct  1813. 

Sir  C.  Stuart  will  show  you  my  letter  of  this  day  and  the  accompanying 
dispatches,  and  you  will  see  what  a  scrape  we  have  been  in,  and  how  well 
we  have  got  out  of  it.  I  say  we  have  got  out  of  it,  because  the  enemy 
•how  no  inclination  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Duero.  I  have  the  army 
posted  on  the  heights  opposite  Uie  bridge  of  Tordesillas,  of  which  they 
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have  possession.  The  bridge  of  Toro  is  destroyed,  and  I  hope  that  of 
Zamora;  and  at  all  events  they  cannot  cross  at  either  before  Hill  and  I 
shall  join,  when  they  will  probably  feel  no  inclination  to  cross. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  tJie  10th  Oct,  I  mention  that  I  have  no 
intention  to  deprive  the  Portuguese  army  of  the  35,000  dollars.  I  will 
take  them  in  payment,  and  lend  them  again,  in  order  to  insure  the  govern- 
ment sending  up  another  sum  to  repay  me. 

The  3d  cavalry  keep  up  Hill's  commtmication  with  Elvas,  as  the 
Guides  do  mine.  But  Hill  will  of  course  order  them  oflf  the  communica- 
tion as  soon  as  he  shall  join  me. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  your  wound  is  not  healing  as  it  ought.  You 
must  have  patience.  Poor  Alava's  was  in  a  bad  way  this  morning. 
Bleeding  came  on,  and  Gunning  was  not  to  be  found ;  he  soon  stopped  i^ 
however,  and  he  is  now  doing  welL 

The  government  will  certainly  depute  you  to  invest  Sir  C.  Stuart  with 
the  Order  of  the  Bath.  A  person  receiving  a  deputation  cannot  depute 
another. 

P.S.  I  rather  think  the  enemy  are  gone  into  cantonments.  They  are 
very  few  in  my  front;  5000  are  gone  towards  Toro,  and  the  greater  num- 
ber towards  Valladolid. 

To  Hifl  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.R  Raeda,  31tt  Oct  1812. 

The  dispatches  which  I  send  you  will  show  you  in  what  manner  I  have 
been  occupied  for  the  last  fortnight,  and  will  account  for  my  not  writing 
to  you. 

I  think  my  junction  with  Hill  on  the  Adaja  is  now  quite  certain ;  and 
that  I  have  got  clear,  in  a  handsome  manner,  of  the  worst  scrape  I  ever 
was  in.  Caffarelli's  troops  are  certainly  here ;  and  the  enemy  have  at 
least  40,000  infantry  and  5000  cavalry.  I  have  not  20,000  British  and 
Portuguese.  Amongst  the  British  are  all  the  foreign  troops  in  the  army ; 
and  I  have  not  1500  English  cavalry ;  and  only  ;24  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  was  shocked  when  I  saw  how  the  Spaniards  fought  on  the  25th;  and 
when  I  saw  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army,  it  was  very  clear  to  me  that 
they  ought  to  eat  us  up.  I  detained  them  two  days  on  the  Carrion,  three 
on  the  Pisuerga,  and  they  don't  appear  inclined  to  pass  the  Duero  at  all. 
Hill  will  be  at  Arevalo  on  the  3d  or  4th. 

From  your  account  of  the  duty  on  com,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  pay 
it  on  the  com  imported  by  our  Commissariat,  or  purchased  from  an  im- 
porter. 

I  have  referred  your  letter  of  the  22d  to  the  Commissary  Gen.,  in  re- 
gard to  the  transfer  of  your  com  to  the  Portuguese  Commissariat  He 
appeared  to  think  there  would  be  difficulty  in  arranging  the  matter  in  the 
mode  you  propose.     But  I  will  inquire  further. 

To  Earl  Bathaitt  Rueda,  Slst  Oct  1812. 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Carrion  on  the  26th  and  27th,  and  formed  their 
army  on  the  heights  near  Cigales  on  the  last  of  those  days,  opposite  our 
XM38ition  on  the  left  of  the  Pisuerga,  and  their  advanced  guard  about  2 
miles  in  front  of  their  main  body,  and  half  that  distance  from  Cabezon. 
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On  the  28th  they  extended  their  right,  and  endeavored  to  force  the 
bridges  of  Simancas  and  Valladolid ;  the  former  of  which  was  defended 
by  Col.  Halkett,  with  his  brigade  of  the  7th  division,  and  the  latter 
by  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  with  the  remainder  of  the  7th 
division.  At  length  Col.  Ilalkett,  being  hard  pressed,  blew  up  the  bridge. 
He  at  the  same  time  detached  the  Brunswick  light  infantry  regiment  to 
Tordesillas,  towards  which  quarter  the  emmy  detached  troops  on  the 
evening  of  the  28th.  As  soon  as  I  found  that  this  was  the  case,  I  ^ught 
it  proper  to  break  up  from  the  Pisuerga,  and  to  cross  the  Duero ;  which 
object  was  effected  without  difficulty  on  the  29th  inst.  by  the  bridges  of 
Puente  de  Duero  and  Tudela. 

The  bridge  of  Tordesillas  was  destroyed  on  the  enemy's  approach  to 
that  town  on  the  evening  of  the  28th ;  and  I  had  sent  orders  to  the  regi- 
ment of  Brunswick  Oels  to  take  post  on  its  ruins  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  repairing  the  bridge.  I  had  the  mortification, 
however,  of  learning,  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  that  this  regiment  had 
been  obliged  to  abandon  its  post ;  and  as  I  had  seen  the  enemy's  whole 
army  in  March  towards  Tordesillas  on  that  evening,  it  was  obvious  that 
no  time  was  to  be  lost 

I  therefore  marched  the  army  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  to 
their  left,  and  posted  the  troops  on  the  heights  between  Rueda  and  Tor- 
desillas, immediately  opposite  and  near  the  bridge  of  Tordesillas.  We 
found  the  bridge  nearly  repaired  on  our  arrival ;  but  the  enemy  have 
made  no  attempt  to  pass  it ;  and  they  have  now  no  large  assembly  of 
troops  in  this  neighbourhood. 

I  learn  that  some  of  them  marched  last  night  towards  Valladolid,  and 
others  towards  Toro.  I  have  destroyed  the  bridge  at  Toro,  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  cannot  be  repaired  for  some  days ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the 
enemy  cannot  prevent  the  junction  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill's  corps 
with  mine ;  and  it  is  probable  that  when  that  shall  be  effected  they  will 
not  be  anxious  to  cross  the  Duero. 

I  have  received  letters  from  Lieut  Gen.  Hill  to  the  29th.  The  Tagus 
was  every  where  fordable,  and  the  enemy  had  passed  a  small  body  of 
troops  over  at  Fuentiduena.  Sir  R.  Hill  collected  his  troops  on  the 
Jarama,  thinking  that  that  river  afforded  the  most  favorable  line  for  de- 
fence. He  was  likely  to  receive  my  orders  to  move  upon  Arevalo  on 
the  29th. 


Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miesing,  from  the  22d  to  the  29th  Oct  mclnti?«. 
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To  Sail  Bathant  Rueda,  3lst  Oct  1812. 

You  will  see  that  the  —  regt  got  us  into  a  bad  scrape,  from  which, 
however,  we  have  extricated  ourselves ;  and  I  consider  my  junction  with 
HiU  now  to  be  secure.  I  assure  you,  that  considering  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  (among  whom  is  CafflBLrelli's  infantry,  as  well  as  his  cavalry),  the 
state  of  the  Spanish  troops,  the  great  proportion  of  foreign  troops  in  the 
divisions  which  I  have  with  me,  and  their  general  weakness,  and  the 
weakness  of  our  cavalry,  I  think  I  have  escaped  from  the  worst  military 
situation  I  was  ever  in. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1st,  I  have  to  mention  that,  under  Lord 
Liverpool's  orders,  I  do  recommend  foreign  officers  (Portuguese  and 
Spanish)  for  the  medal ;  but  I  don't  think  it  ought  to  be  conferred  on 
the . 

TV  J.G,  to  Dr.  Dicktm,  Pyrvt^or  to  the  Forom.  Slit  Oct  1812. 

A  report  bavins  been  received  from  the  senior  Chaplain  to  the  army,  of  tiie 
manner  in  which  Sie  dead  bodies  are  brought  to  the  grave  at  the  depdt  at  Sah- 
tarem,  I  am  to  request  you  wiU  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the  Deputy  Pur- 
Teyor  at  that  station,  that  the  dead  may  hereaAer  be  buried  in  conformity  to  the 
orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

T%t  A,0.  to  ihi  Rev.  /.  JUoit,  Utbon,  Sift  Oct  1812. 

No  official  notification  having  been  received  at  this  office  of  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mills  to  the  staff  of  this  army,  he  cannot  consequent^  be  attached 
to  a  division.  The  necessary  directions  have  been  given  to  the  Purveyor  to  the 
Forces  that  the  dead  at  Santarem  may  hereafter  be  interred  agreeably  to  the 
existing  orders  on  that  subject 

TheJ,Q.  to  Lima.  Coi.  Lord  F.  Somertet,  Miktary  Sterttary.  Slit  Oct  1812. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  submit  to  your  Lordship 
the  enclosed  letter  nrom  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  50th  regt.,  in  order  that 
Capt— ->  may  be  sent  out  to  this  country,  and  account  for  his  continued  absence 
from  the  corps  to  which  he  belongs. 

TV  A,0.  to  Lieut.  CoL  Bcuverie,  J.A.Q,^  Ut  divieion.  Sift  Oct  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  accedes  to 

Lieut  Col. f  of  the  —  regt.,  proceeding  to  England,  that  officer  having 

given  in  his  resignation. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sff  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Rueda,  Ut  Nov.  1873. 

I  did  not  write  to  you  last  night,  as  I  had  nothing  particular  to  tell  you. 
The  enemy  are  very  quiet  in  our  front.  They  have  sent  a  division,  or 
possibly  two,  to  Toro,  where  they  are  repairing  the  bridge  which  we  de- 
stroyed. This  will  take  time,  as  the  span  of  the  arch  is  more  than  50 
feet :  it  took  more  than  6  days  last  summer.  Some  of  their  troops  have 
gone  towards  Valladolid,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  their  appearing  on  the 
upper  Duero.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  you  since  you  received  my 
letter  of  the  27th,  which  I  know  had  passed  Madrid. 

Have  you  given  the  orders  about  taking  up  the  bridge  at  Almaraz  ? 
That  should  be  done  now,  particularly  if  you  have  passed  the  Escurial. 

Send  an  officer  into  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  to  observe  the  enemy's 
movements  in  that  quarter. 
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To  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham.  Rueda,  Igt  No7.  1812. 

I  received  last  night  your  letters  of  the  24th  and  26th,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  that  you  see  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  Governor  of  Santander, 
and  with  Gen.  Mendizabal.  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  any  Spanish  officer, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  inconveniences  of 
which  you  complain.     I  shall  mention  them  however  to  Gen.  Castaiios. 

It  will  be  unfortunate  if  Mendizabal  should  not  have  moved  for  the 
attack  of  Santona,  according  to  the  orders  which  Gen.  Castaiios  assured 
me  had  been  given  to  him.  We  have  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  army 
of  the  North  in  our  front,  indeed  altogether  more  than  I  can  manage ; 
and  there  never  would  have  been  so  good  an  opportunity  for  an  attack,  as 
the  present  moment  affords. 

The  Spaniards,  however,  have  acted  as  they  chose  themselves  ever  since 
I  have  known  them ;  and  I  have  learnt  to  bear  with  patience  evils  and 
disappointments  for  which  there  is  no  remedy. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellcsley,  K.B.  Rueda,  1st  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  my  last  dispatches  to  the  Sec.  of 
State ;  and  I  beg  you  to  lay  such  parts  of  them  as  you  may  think  proper 
before  the  Spanish  government,  for  their  information.  I  beg  you  also  to 
take  that  opportunity  of  expressing  to  them  the  grateful  sense  I  entertain 
for  the  cordiality  with  which  his  Excellency  Gen.  Castanos  and  the  offi- 
cers under  him  have  co-operated  with  me. 

The  Spanish  troops  have  invariably  manifested  a  disposition  to  engage 
with  the  enemy;  and  in  an  affair  of  the  cavalry  on  the  1 9th  ult.,  the 
Spanish  cavalry  under  the  Conde  de  Fiquelmont  were  very  successful, 
and  destroyed  many  of  the  enemy,  and  took  many  horses  and  prisoners. 
The  infantry  likewise,  in  the  affedr  of  Villa-muriely  on  the  25th,  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  engage  with  the  enemy. 

The  truth,  however,  ought  to  be  known  to  the  government ;  and  I  must 
say  that  the  army  of  Galicia  is  not  in  the  state  of  discipline  in  which 
they  ought  to  be  before  they  are  brought  to  a  contest  with  the  enemy ; 
or  which  could  gain  for  them  either  the  confidence  of  their  allies  or  of 
themselves.  In  the  affair  at  Villa-muriel,  they  could  neither  advance  nor 
retreat  in  order.  Their  movements  were  made  a  la  ddbandade ;  and  if  I 
had  not  ordered  a  movement  on  the  enemy's  flank  by  the  British  troops, 
not  *only  the  enemy  would  not  have  been  driven  across  the  Carrion,  but 
they  would  have  carried  the  heights  above  Villa-muriel,  on  which  the 
Spanidi  troops  were  posted.  It  may  be  depended  upon,  that  order  and 
discipline  alone  can  insure  any  solid  success  against  the  enemy  with  whom 
we  are  engaged. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  enemy's  whole  army  on  the  27th 
Oct  on  their  march  across  the  plains  to  Cigales,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to 
consist  of  40,000  infantry  and  5000  cavalry,  with  an  immense  train  of 
artillery.  To  oppose  these  troops,  I  have  not  more  than  20,000  British 
and  Portuguese  troops ;  and  there  were  12,000  men,  including  600  cavalry, 
in  the  army  of  Galicia.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that,  in  their  present 
state  of  discipline,  I  cannot  reckon  upon  these  troops  in  a  field  of  battle. 
I  should  have  been  obliged  to  continue  my  retreat  therefore ;  and  my 
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commnnieation  with  Ldeut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  and  his  retreat,  would  haye 
been  cut  off. 

Under  these  circumttances,  I  thought  it  proper  to  order  that  Grenend 
to  retire  from  Madrid  upon  Arevalo,  there  to  join  with  me,  sending  the 
troops  under  Gen.  Elio,  Gens.  Bassecourt  and  Villa  Campa,  and  Gen. 
Freyre,  to  join  Gen.  Ballesteros. 

I  beg  70U  to  explain  to  the  Spanish  government,  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir 
R.  HUl,  and  the  allies  on  the  Tagus,  are  as  much  inferior  in  force  to  the 
enemy  opposed  to  them  as  I  am  to  the  enemy  opposed  to  me,  the  enemy 
haying  brought  all  their  forces  to  bear  upon  Uie  centre  of  Spain,  with  the 
exception,  I  conclude,  of  a  part  of  Suchet's  army  left  in  Valencia.  1 
imagined  that  they  would  adopt  this  plan  when  I  wrote  to  you  from  Val- 
ladolid  on  the  9th  Sept. ;  arid  it  is  yery  unfortunate  that  Gen.  Ballesteros 
did  not  take  the  position  at  Alcaraz  which  he  was  ordered  to  take  by  the 
Minister  at  War,  in  consequence  of  my  suggestion.  If  he  had,  the  enemy 
could  not  have  moved  against  Gen.  Hill ;  and  I  might  have  drawn  a  rein- 
forcement from  his  army  to  this,  still  keeping  possession  of  Madrid. 

Under  present  circumstances,  I  think  it  not  improbable  that  I  may  not 
be  able  to  retain  much  of  Castille ;  but  it  may  be  depended  upon,  that  I 
will  do  every  thing  in  my  power. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wdletley,  K.B.  Rueda,  lit  Nof.  1813. 

You  will  see,  by  the  dispatches  forwarded  on  this  occasion,  that  we  have 
been  in  a  difficult  situation.  I  had  no  notion  that  the  enemy  could  haye 
been  so  much  reinforced,  particularly  in  cavalry,  or  that  the  army  of  the 
North  could  come  so  far  down  this  way.  I  expected  something  better 
also  from  the  army  of  Galicia ;  but  they  are  really  in  such  a  state,  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  expect  any  thing  from  them.  Under  these  circumstances 
we  have  made  a  handsome  retreat ;  but  it  was  quite  impossible  to  leave 
Hill  at  Madrid  any  longer. 

I  shall  attend  to  what  you  say  about  Palmella  and  Camac. 

The  plans  for  raising  brigades  and  for  supplying  the  armies  are  nonsense. 

I  am  very  much  afraid  that  the  little  experience  which  the  country  have 
had  of  the  government  of  the  Cortes,  has  done  that  body  no  good.  They 
are  very  unpopular  every  where,  and  in  my  opinion  deservedly  so.  Nothing 
can  be  more  cruel,  absurd,  or  impolitic,  than  their  decree  respecting  the 
persons  who  have  served  the  enemy.  In  fact,  it  deprives  the  state  of  some 
of  the  ablest  and  most  honest  of  its  servants,  and  submits  to  an  inquiry 
the  conduct  of  persons  who  have  rendered  the  most  important  services  of 
a  secret  and  therefore  an  invidious  nature. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  the  revolution  in  Spain  should  not  have  pro- 
duced one  man  with  any  knowledge  of  the  real  situation  of  the  country. 
It  really  appears  as  if  they  were  all  drunk,  and  thinking  and  talking  of  any 
other  subject  but  Spain.     How  it  is  to  end  God  knows ! 

Buonaparte  was  at  Moscow  the  19th  Sept.  The  Emperor  of  Russia 
deceived  Lord  Cathcart  and  the  people  of  Petersburgh,  and  pretended  that 
the  battle  of  Mojaisk  was  in  his  favor,  and,  strange  to  say,  the  truth  was 
not  known  at  Petersburgh  ou  the  20th,  although  Buonaparte  was  at  Moscow, 
and  Moscow  burnt  on  Uie  14th ;  a  courier  being  usually  only  2k  days  on 
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the  road.  The  French  in  our  front  have  two  reports :  one  that  the  Rus- 
sians are  making  peace ;  the  other  that  Buonaparte  is  marching  to  Pe- 
tersburgh. 

I  think  you  had  better  not  show  my  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst  of  the  28th 
to  the  Spanish  gotemment  The  substance  of  it  is  in  my  dispatch  to  you 
of  this  date. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  a  Stuart,  K.B.  Rueda,  Itt  Nor.  1812. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  an  answer,  which  I 
enclose,  from  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  in  regard  to  the  proposition  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  22d  Oct,  respecting  the  transfer  of  grain  consumed, 
and  the  mode  of  settling  the  account,  from  which  you  will  observe  that 
Sir  R.  Kennedy  consents  to  what  you  propose. 

Tht  A.O,  to  Capt,  Mruton,  3d  dragoom,  Jrevah,  Ist  Nor.  1812. 

A  report  havine  been  made  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  of  the  number  of 
stragglers  from  the  army  on  the  route  between  Arevalo  and  head  quarters,  as 
also  belonging  to  parties  of  convalescents  on  their  march  from  Salamanca  to  the 
army,  I  am  to  request  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  that  patroles  may 
be  ftimished  from  any  parties  now  at  Arevalo  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  all 
soldiers  straggling  from  their  regiments  or  detachments  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
town ;  and  such  of  these  men  as  are  not  fit  to  join  the  army  are  to  be  collected 
at  Arevalo,  in  order  to  their  being  sent  back  to  Salamanca.  Those  who  are  well 
are  to  be  kept  at  Arevalo,  till  an  opportunity  offers  of  their  being  regularly 
marched  to  head  quarters.  You  ate  authorised  to  a]^point  a  steady  Serjeant  to 
act  as  Provost,  who  is  to  have  the  usual  power  to  punish  all  men  whom  he  may 
find  in  the  act  of  committing  excesses ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  further  to  report 
to  me,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  any  irregularities  or 
particular  misconduct  on  the  part  of  individuals  who  may  be  absent  from  the 
army  at  or  near  Arevalo.  Capt.  Wood,  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department,  will  deliver 
this  letter,  and  who  has  been  sent  by  his  Excellency  to  collect  generally  all  the 
stragglers  froiii  the  army. 

ntA.Q.to  Capt,  O'Kdfy,  11/A  foot.  1st  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  received  the  Commander  of  the  Forces'  directions  to  express  his  regret 
at  the  length  of  time  you  have  been  kept  under  an  arrest,  without  the  curcum- 
stances  of  the  service  having  admitted  of  your  trial  being  entered  on.  It  was 
his  Excellency's  original  intention  that  an  early  investigation  should  have  taken 
place  upon  the  charges  exhibited  against  you  ;*  but  the  unforeseen  and  continued 
absence  of  the  material  evidences  has  also  contributed  to  prevent  this  being 
carried  into  effect.  Under  this  view  of  the  case,  as  also  from  the  late  departure 
from  the  army  of  Major  Oen.  Campbell  and  Lieut.  Col.  Lord  Blantyre,  two  of 
the  principal  evidences,  there  appears  but  little  prospect  of  the  existing  difficulties 
being  surmounted  by  an  early  opportunity  presentmg  itself  for  the  trial  being 
commenced.  I  am,  therefore,  to  convey  his  Excellency's  pleasure  that  you  may 
be  forthwith  released  from  your  arrest,  and  return  to  your  duty.  In  the  event, 
however,  of  your  still  wishing  to  be  arraigned  before  a  General  Court  Martial 
upon  the  charges  preferred,  his  Excellenc;^  can  have  no  objection  to  the  measure 
beinfi^  resorted  to ;  and,  of  course,  you  will  receive  the  usual  form  of  acquittal, 
should  no  evidence  appear  to  support  the  allegation. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Rueda,  2d  Nov.  1819^  8  a.m. 

I  received  last  night,  after  I  wrote  to  you,  your  letters  of  the  31st  at 
noon.  All  remains  quiet  in  my  front ;  and  unless  I  should  hear  from  you 
in  the  course  of  the  day  that  you  are  pressed,  I  shall  not  march  to  morrow. 

*  On  the  punishment,  by  die  Provost  Marshal,  of  a  private  of  the  Foot  Gtiaids^  and  a 
priTale  of  the  4ad  regt,  by  order  of  Capt  O'Kelly,  commanding  at  Abraotes. 
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I  think  that  70a  had  better  not  direct  your  march  upon  Areyalo ;  but 
from  Villa  Castin  on  Blasco  Sancho,  where  there  is  a  good  passage  over 
the  Adaja;  thence  you  can  go  to  Fontiveros.  If  the  head  of  your  column 
has  gone  to  Arevalo,  it  does  not  signify,  and  the  tail  can  go  as  abore 
pomted  out. 

Let  me  hear  the  disposition  of  your  march. 

71W  A.Q,  to  Cape.  Brwm,  BOtm.  3d  No7.  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult,  covering  an  application  firom  Capt 

,  of  the  Ist  light  batt  K.6.L.,  relative  to  a  deduction  being  made  from 

his  bAt  and  foraf  e,  in  consequence  of  his  not  being  actually  in  command  of  tho 
company  to  whicn  he  belongs,  I  am  to  acmuunt  you  that  under  the  circumstance 
of  an  officer  being  absent  on  du^  in  this  country  from  his  corps,  and  not 
deriving  a  pecuniary  benefit  therefrom,  no  deduction  of  the  nature  alluded  to 

can  be  admitted.     At  the  same  time,  Capt. is  called  upon,  equally  with 

other  officers  of  similar  rank,  to  keen  effective  the  b&t  mule,  and  be  liable  to  the 
incidental  expenses  attached  to  the  charge  of  his  company,  under  which  view  the 
b&t  and  forage  allowance  is  granted  to  officers  in  command  of  companies. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Rueda,  3d  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  at  5  p.m.,  and  I  conclude 
that,  in  consequence  of  mine  of  yesterday  morning,  the  rear  of  your  corps, 
at  least,  will  have  marched  upon  Blasco  Sancho. 

We  are  all  quiet  on  this  side.  The  enemy  have  repaired  the  bridges  of 
Toro  and  Tordesillas,  but  have  shown  no  inclination  to  pass  either.  It  is 
reported  that  Caffarelli's  2  divisions  have  returned  to  the  North ;  but  of 
that  I  have  no  certainty.  If  it  be  so,  I  conclude  that  the  preparations  to 
cross  the  river  are  made  to  be  taken  advantage  of  when  the  troops  of  the 
armies  of  the  Centre  and  of  the  South  approach  us.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, you  become  the  guide  of  our  movements,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent Unless  you  should  be  pressed  by  the  enemy,  I  recommend  you  to 
halt  a  day  upon  the  Adaja  at  Blasco  Sancho  or  Arevalo,  keeping  your  cavalry 
well  out  upon  the  road  towards  Villa  Castin,  to  give  time  for  stragglers, 
baggage,  &c.,  to  come  up ;  and  give  me  timely  notice  of  any  movement 
towards  you,  or  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus. 

If  you  should  be  pressed  by  the  enemy,  you  will  move  upon  Fontiveros, 
giving  me  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  circumstances  which  induce  you 
to  move.  If  you  should  move  from  the  Adaja,  take  care  that  all  our 
stores  and  people  (including  my  hounds  at  Arevalo)  move  off. 

Send  me  all  the  intelligence  you  get  from  Madrid  or  the  Tagus. 

To  the  Coode  de  Villarieio.  Rueda,  Sd  Nov.  1819. 

I  have  just  now  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  1st  inst  from  Avila. 

It  gave  me  the  greatest  concern  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  collecting 
the  allied  army  in  Old  Castille,  the  result  of  which  measure  was  the  eva- 
cuation of  Madrid.  The  fact  was,  that  after  I  had  made  every  effort  in 
my  power  to  obtain  possession  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  but  in  vain,  I 
found  myself  attacked  by  the  *Armee  de  Portugal^  reinforced  by  12,000 
men,  and  the  army  of  the  North,  the  two  together  consisting  of  40,000 
infkntry  and  5000  cavalry;  to  which  force  I  had  not  sufficient  troops  to 
oppose  mys^f. 
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It  was  then  necessary  to  draw  reinforcements  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R. 
Hill;  and  Gen.  Ballesteros  not  haying  at  this  moment  arrived  in  La 
Mancha,  it  was  impossible  to  leave  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  upon  the 
Tagus  with  a  reduced  force  without  incurring  the  risk  of  losing  his  army 
as  well  as  the  capital.  It  was  necessary  therefore  that  the  whole  force 
should  move. 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  I  recommend  that  you  and  the 
civil  authorities  of  New  Castillo  should  cross  the  Tormes ;  and  that  you 
should  let  me  know  in  what  town  you  will  place  yourself,  that  I  may  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  apprising  you  of  any  change  of  circumstances. 
The  enemy  in  my  front  are  stronger  than  the  troops  under  my  command ; 
while  those  opposed  to  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  are  much  stronger  than  he  is.  It 
is  possible  that,  notwithstanding  the  advantage  which  we  now  enjoy  of 
being  joined,  we  may  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  strike  an  important 
blow  against  either,  before  they  likewise  will  be  in  communication,  and 
will  cooperate,  on  account  of  the  local  circumstances  of  their  situation. 
This  being  the  case,  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  fall  back  still  farther ; 
and  you  and  the  civil  authorities  might  be  exposed  in  Avila.  At  the 
same  time  I  beg  you  to  understand  that  every  thing  that  is  practicable 
shall  be  done  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  further  retrograde 
movement 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  communicate  to  me  any  intelligence 
you  may  receive  of  the  enemy's  proceedings  at  Madrid,  and  of  the  force 
collected  there,  &c. ;  and  particularly  whether  any  force  is  detached  towards 
Gen.  Ballesteros  in  La  Mancha. 

To  Earl  fiathurst.  Raeda,  3d  Nov.  1812. 

The  messenger  Myers  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  early,  with  your 
letters  of  the  13th  ult 

I  think  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  Sir  J.  Murray  should  be  sent  to 
Alicante,  to  command  the  troops  on  the  Eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula, 
in  case  Lord  W.  Bentinck  should  not  arrive  to  assume  the  command  of 
them  himself. 

I  think  it  will  be  advisable  that  you  should  alter  your  dispatch.  No.  60, 
of  the  12th  Oct,  omitting  the  last  paragraph ;  as  it  will  not  be  convenient 
to  apply  the  guineas  solely  to  the  payment  of  the  troops. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Rueda,  3d  Not.  1812. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  the  return  of  the  messenger  (Myers)  to 
Corufia,  to  inform  you  that  the  army  have  continued  in  the  position  in 
which  I  placed  them  on  the  30th  Oct,  and  the  enemy  have  made  no 
attempt  to  pass  the  Duero. 

The  bridge  of  Tordesillas  is  repaired,  and  they  are  employed  in  the 
repair  of  that  of  Toro.  Their  troops  are  extended  along  the  Duero,  from 
the  latter  place  to  Valladolid. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  arrive 
Uiis  day  and  to-morrow  on  the  Adaja.  The  General  received  my  orders 
to  break  up  from  his  position  on  the  Jarama  on  the  29th,  and  he  intended 
to  carry  them  into  execution  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  He  had  intended 
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to  destroy  the  Puente  Larga,  but  Uie  mine  failed ;  and  the  enemy  havuig 
collected  a  large  body  of  troops  between  the  bridge  and  Aranjuez,  they 
immediately  attacked  our  post  on  the  bridge,  but  were  repulsed,  with 
considerable  loss,  by  the  2d  batt  of  the  47th  regt  and  a  detachment  of 
the  95th,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Skerrett.  I  have  not  received  the 
returns  of  our  loss  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  understand  it  is  about  40  men. 
No  officer  was  touched.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  speaks  in  high  terms  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops. 

These  circumstances  delayed  the  march  from  the  right  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  R.  Hill's  position  till  the  evening  of  the  30th ;  and  he  has  since  con- 
tinued it,  without  being  at  all  molested  by  the  enemy. 

The  building  called  La  China  in  the  Retiro,  and  all  the  guns,  stores,  &c, 
which  that  work  contained,  which  had  not  been  carried  away,  were 
destroyed  before  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Madrid. 

The  Spanish  divisions  of  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  and  the  Conde  de  Penne 
Villemur,  are  with  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 

I  had  recommended  that  the  detachments  of  the  2d  and  3d  armies,  under 
Gens.  Elio,  Villa  Campa,  Bassecourt,  and  Freyre,  should  cross  the  Tagus 
at  Toledo,  or  Talavera,  or  Arzobispo,  and  should  join  Gen.  Ballesteros ; 
but  I  am  not  certain  that  this  recommendation  has  been  attended  to.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  that  Gen.  Ballesteros  has  entered  La  Mancha. 

A  small  body  of  the  enemy's  troops  were  at  Val  de  Moro  on  the  31st, 
and  entered  Madrid  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  inst 

By  a  letter  from  Gen.  Mackenzie  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  HUl,  dated  at 
Alicante  on  the  23d  Oct,  it  appears  that  the  enemy  had  kept  hint  a  small 
force  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  under  Gen.  Harispe,  which  was  extended 
from  Caudete  to  Alcira  upon  the  Jucar ;  the  works  of  the  city  of  Valencia 
being  dismantled  and  destroyed,  and  the  city  itself  abandoned  by  the 
French  troops  and  their  adherents. 

From  the  tenor  of  Gen.  Mackenzie's  letter,  I  judge  that  he  proposes  to 
attack  the  force  under  Gen.  Harispe ;  and  he  has  already  pushed  forward 
his  posts  to  Alcoy  and  Concentayna. 

I  have  no  accounts  upon  which  I  can  rely  that  Marshal  Suchet  has 
accompanied  the  King's  march  into  the  centre  of  Spain  with  any  large 
portion  of  his  army ;  but  it  is  so  reported,  and  the  letter  above  referred 
to,  from  Gen.  Mackenzie,  tends  to  confirm  the  report.  The  advanced 
posts  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  have  seen  the  regiment  of  Cuirassiers 
which  belong  to  the  army  of  Aragon. 

I  have  accounts  from  the  North,  stating  that  Longa  has  taken  a  convoy, 
escorted  by  300  men,  near  Vitoria. 

I  learn  likewise  that  the  post  at  Santona  is  much  distressed  for  provi- 
sions ;  and  I  hope  that  Sir  H.  Popham  may  have  been  able  to  make  his 
attack  upon  that  place. 

These  events  will  probably  oblige  Gen.  CafiareUi  to  withdraw  his  troops 
from  our  front 

To  the  Earl  of  Li^ofpool.  Ruedm,  3d  Nov.  181*i. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  7th  Oct,  for  which  I  am 
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much  obliged  to  you.  I  shall  act  as  jou  recommend  regarding  the  settle- 
ment of  my  affairs. 

I  beg  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  your  kindness  to  my  sister, 
respecting  whose  comfort  I  am  indeed  much  interested. 

You  will  see  in  my  dispatch  to  Lord  Bathurst  how  we  stand,  I  don*t 
know  how  the  French  can  contrive  to  keep  together  the  force  which  they 
have  brought  against  us ;  but  as  we  have  got  together  they  cannot  do  us 
much  harm,  and  sooner  or  later  they  must  separate,  and  we  then  shall 
resume  again  the  upper  liand. 

At  all  events,  although  the  evacuation  of  Madrid  is  a  material  deteriora- 
tion of  the  campaign,  its  effects  on  the  contest  in  the  Peninsula  are  still 
most  important 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Judge  Advocate  GeoeraL  Rneda,  4di  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial, 
of  which  the  late  Major  Gen.  Le  Marchant  was  president,  on  the  trial  of 

Lieut y  of  the  Royal  Waggon  train,  upon  which  I  request  you 

to  take  the  pleasure  of  H.R.H.  the  Prince  Regent 

There  is  an  irregularity,  in  pomt  of  form,  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
Court  Martial,  to  which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention.  The  proceedings 
had  been  closed,  and  the  sentence  agreed  to,  and  copied  fair,  but  had  not 
been  signed  by  Major  Gen.  Le  Marchant  when  he  was  killed.  When  I 
was  informed  of  this  circumstance,  I  wrote  the  enclosed  letter  to  Lieut. 
CoL  Dalbiac,  the  next  senior  officer  of  the  Court  Martial,  directing  him 
to  sign  the  proceedings  in  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Court  Owing 
to  the  situation  of  the  army,  the  Court  could  not  then  be  conveniently 
assembled ;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Dalbiac  being  sick,  1  have  now  ordered  that 
its  proceedings  might  be  signed  by  Major  Gordon,  the  next  in  seniority 
to  Lieut  Col.  Dalbiac. 

7%«  A,Q,  to  M^for  Siovin,  J.A.G.,  3d  dndsim.  4th  Nov.  1813. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  again  returning  you  the  states  of  the  —  regt, 
which,  notwithstanding  every  effort  to  get  them  corrected,  have  been  sent  back  with 
the  same  errors  still  existing  therein.  'Hie  Commanding  ofiicer  must  be  sensible  that 
if  the  9  R.  and  F.  alluded  to  are  kept  on  the  strength  of  the  detached  companies, 
they  must  not  be  taken  on  those  at  dead  quarters,  and  so  vice  versd.  These  inaccu- 
racies prevent  the  eeneral  returns  of  the  army  being  made  up  in  sufficient  time  for 
transmittal  to  England ;  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  readily  perceive  that  the 
other  delays,  incidental  to  the  service  we  are  employed  in,  are  quite  sufficient  to 
retard  the  performance  of  this  most  necessary  duty,  without  the  additional  one  of 
being  necessitated  so  frequently  to  send  back  the  returns  of  regiments  for  correc- 
tion.    As  the  Adjutant  of  the  —  regt  appears  so  little  conversant  in  the  nature 

O.  O.  Rucda,  4th  Nov.  18  U. 

2.  *****  • 

^  8.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  Cornet  —  may  be  reprimaDded  fur 
his  conduct,  before  the  officers  of  his  corps,  to  be  assembled  in  ^  camp  this  afttrtMon  at 
4  o*clock ;  and  that  the  officers  of  the  — —  may  be  informed  that  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  is  much  displeased  with  their  conduct  He  regrets  that  the  time  of  the  other 
officers  of  the  army  should  be  taken  up  in  inquiring  into  and  passing  sentence  upon  tiie 
improprieties  of  behaviour  of  a  set  of  men  whose  neglect  of  duty  must  be  obvious  to  every 
person  who  sees  the  establishment  placed  under  their  charge. 

4.  He  request!  Lieut  Col. to  takemeafures  to  msore  attention  on  the  part  of  the 

officers  to  the  men  and  horses  in  their  charge. 
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of  returns,  I  am  fiirther  to  request  lie  may  be  seut  over  to  bead  quarters  for  in- 
struction tbe  first  favorable  opportunity. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.a  Rueda,  5th  Nor.  1812,  9  a.k. 

Lord  C.  FitzRoy  delivered  me  your  letter  of  2^  p.m.  at  10  last  night. 
I  am  doubtful  whether,  in  consequence  of  mj  letter  of  the  3d  by  Churchill, 
which  you  must  have  received  shortly  after  Lord  Charles  left  you,  you 
will  have  halted  or  marched.  If  you  should  have  halted  this  day,  I  con- 
clude that  you  will  march  to-morrow. 

I  sent  the  5th  division  of  infantry,  and  Qen.  Ponsonby's  brigade  of  ca- 
valry, to  Alaejos  this  morning,  the  enemy  having  appeared  in  that  quarter 
from  Toro ;  and  I  propose  to  move  to-morrow  to  La  Nava  del  Rey.  If 
your  troops  at  Arevalo  should  have  marched,  or  having  halted  this  day 
should  march  to-morrow  upon  Madrigal,  or  Fuente  el  Sol,  we  shall  be 
tolerably  well  connected.  I  shall  write  to  you  as  soon  as  I  shall  know  what 
you  have  done  this  day.  I  don't  think  it  clear  that  the  enemy  is  following 
you  in  force.  I  conceive  the  4  regiments  and  2  battalions  to  have  been 
sent  only  to  see  what  you  were  doing. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hni,  K.B.  Rneda,  5tti  Nov.  1813,  noon. 

I  received,  about  2  hours  ago,  your  letter  of  2  this  morning.  I  think 
you  had  better  make  a  movement  to-morrow  morning,  and  place  your 
troops  behind  the  Trabancos  river,  behind  Flores  de  Avila.  I  propose  to 
place  this  army  behind  the  same  river  at  Castrejon,  Carpio,  &c. 

Don't  allow  the  enemy  to  come  too  near  you  with  a  small  advanced 
guard.  Move  upon  them  immediately,  and  make  them  keep  at  a  proper 
distance. 

To  Earl  Bathutt  Rueda,  6ih  Nov.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  11  th 

Sept,  regardmg  tiie  claims  of  Mr. ,  as  late of  the  — ^ 

,  which  I  have  referred  to  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  for  his  consi- 
deration, and  I  enclose  an  extract  of  his  answer. 

Mr. left  the  army  without  leave,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  the 

month  of  August,  1809 ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Lordship  that  an 
oflScer  or  soldier  guilty  of  that  offence,  in  all  services,  forfeits  all  arrears 
of  pay  which  might  be  due  to  him.    But,  supposing  your  Lordship  should 

be  inclined  to  treat  Mr. with  favor,  and  to  allow  him  to  receive  his 

arrears  prior  to  his  absence  without  leave,  I  should  imagine  that  you  would 
not  extend  your  favor  so  far  as  to  give  him  pay  after  the  period  at  which 
he  quitted. 

Mr. can  have  no  claim,  under  the  regulation,  to  the  bftt  and  forage 

money  issued  to  the  army  in  September,  1809,  having  previously  gone 
away  from  it. 

I  should  wish  to  see  Mr. 's  appointment  to  command  at  Almeida, 

or  at  Alcantara.  There  was  a  senior  officer  at  Almeida,  when  he  was 
there,  as  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge ;  and  I  know  that  if  he  ever  com- 
manded at  Alcantara,  it  was  a  fault,  rather  than  a  service  for  which  he 
ought  to  be  rewarded.     He  had  no  order  to  command  there. 
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If  your  Lordship  desires  it,  I  will  give  my  warrant  for  the  issue  of  the 

whole,  or  of  any  part  of  Mr. 's  demand ;  but  if  I  were  to  exercise 

my  own  judgment  on  this  demand,  and  to  be  responsible  for  my  decision, 
I  would  not  issue  my  warrant  for  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  demand. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Castrejon,  6th  Nov.  1813»  noon. 

I  have  just  arrived  here,  and  received,  about  an  hour  ago,  your  letter 
dispatched  at  9  last  night  I  am  going  to  take  my  quarters  at  Torrecilla 
de  la  Orden,  about  3  miles  in  the  rear.  I  propose  to  march  in  the  morn- 
ing early  to  Pitiegua,  so  as  to  cover  the  road  from  Toro  to  Salamanca. 
The  enemy  were  moving  in  strength  towards  Toro  last  night,  and  if  they 
have  passed  there  in  force,  they  are  behind  our  left  flank ;  but  I  think 
they  are  not  in  force  at  Toro  yet. 

I  think  you  had  better  march  at  an  early  hour,  and  pass  Penaranda,  and 
encamp  either  at  Nava  de  Sotro-val,  and  along  that  river,  or  at  Coca, 
Tordillos,  and  Penarandilla,  farther  in  the  rear,  as  you  may  think  proper. 

As  you  are  before  me,  I  think  you  had  better  not  cross  the  Tormes  to- 
morrow, if  you  can  avoid  it  without  suffering  inconvenience;  but  if  it 
should  be  inconvenient,  or  you  are  likely  to  suffer  from  waiting,  you  had 
better  cross  the  Tormes  at  Alba. 

Have  you  any  account  of  the  enemy  moving  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus  f 
or  whether  the  King  has  stopped  at  Madrid  ?  or  what  force  has  followed 
you  ?     It  appears  last  night  nothing  but  cavalry. 

You,  of  course,  send  orders  to  Don  Carlos.  Order  the  Royal  infantry, 
and  any  other  troops  or  departments  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  army, 
to  cross  the  Tormes,  at  Alba,  to-morrow. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Pitiegua,  7th  Not.  1812,  3  p.m. 

Fremantle  *  has  delivered  me  your  letter  of  this  morning. 

The  enemy  did  not  move  after  us  at  all  yesterday,  but  ordered  10,000 
rations  for  this  day  at  Rueda.  I  have  not  yet  heard  that  any  have  moved 
from  Toro. 

I  shall  take  up  the  positi<Ai  in  front  of  Salamanca,  however,  to-morrow, 
and  you  will  do  well  to  march  in  the  morning  upon  Alba  de  Tormes. 

I  wish  that  the  3d,  4th,  Light,  and  Don  Carlos'  divisions  of  infantry, 
and  Gen.  Alten's  brigade  of  cavalry,  should  join  this  part  of  the  army  as 
soon  as  may  be  expedient  They  will  have  but  a  short  march  to-morrow 
to  Alba  de  Tormes,  and  might  move  on  as  far  as  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba, 
or  the  woods  thereabouts,  to  which  place  I  will  send  them  further  orders. 

You  might  canton  the  2d,  and  Gen.  Hamilton's  and  Morillo's  divisions 
in  Alba  de  Tormes,  keeping  the  Light  cavalry  out  in  front ;  and  Slade's 
brigade  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  Occupy  the  castle  of  Alba  with  200 
men,  which  I  understand  commands  the  bridge  effectually.  Have  the 
neighbourhood  of  Alba  examined,  and  see  whether  there  are  any  fords, 
which  must  of  course  be  closely  watched. 

I  don't  know  whether  the  ford  of  Huerta  is  now  practicable ;  if  there 
should  be  little  water  in  the  river  it  certainly  is,  as  the  bottom  is  good. 
I  know  there  is  another  good  ford  at  Encinas  de  Abaxo,  and  I  shall  be 

*  The  late  Major  Gen.  Fremantle;  C.B.,  K.C.T.S.,  &c. 
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obliged  to  you  if  jou  will  have  them  both  examined  early  to-morrow,  and 
let  me  haye  the  report  of  them. 

P.S.  An  officer  is  just  arrived  from  Alicante.  He  says  the  force  which 
arrived  from  Valencia  is  stated  to  be  45,000.  About  20,000  are  following 
you.  The  King  went  into  Madrid  the  3d  inst,  and  it  was  supposed  was 
to  remain  there.  There  were  no  troops  moving  in  the  valley  of  the  Ta- 
gus.  Qen.  W.  Clinton,  who  now  commands  in  Alicante,  tells  me  on  the 
29tfa,  that  Suchet  is  near  him  with  20,000  in&ntry  and  2000  cavalry. 
There  cannot  be  many  of  his  army  here. 

Ihq>Ucate  P.S.  Nov.  8,  no(m.  If  you  should  not  have  received  and  acted 
upon  the  original  of  this  letter,  you  might  move  the  3d,  4th,  Light,  and 
Don  Carlos'  divisions,  and  Gen.  Alten's  cavalry,  upon  Salamanca  to-morrow 
morning  early,  instead  of  Calvarrasa  this  afternoon. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  enemy's  movement  to  his  right;  if  so,  it  must 
be  to  join  with  the  *  Armde  de  Portugal.* 

To  the  Commi«oneit  of  Tramport  Piti^gos,  7th  No?.  1812. 

Capt.  Hely,  of  the  53d  regt.,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  having  been  left  by  the  enemy  on  the  30th  July 
at  Yalladolid,  on  his  parole  not  to  serve  until  exchanged,  I  request  that 
you  will  carry  his  exchange  into  effect,  by  sending  any  French  officer  of 
his  rank,  who  may  be  a  prisoner  in  England,  to  France  in  exchange  for 
him.  • 

I  likewise  beg  that  you  will  send  to  France  M.  Belvere,  Directeur  des 
services  riunU  de  VArmk  Franfctise^  who  is  now  on  his  parole  at  Dart- 
moor. He  was  taken  prisoner  in  April,  1811,  and  was  promised  his 
liberty  by  Gen.  Castauos ;  but  by  some  accident  or  other  he  was  sent  to 
England,  and  it  was  not  recollected  that  he  had  been  promised  leave  to 
return  to  his  country. 

To  Hit  Ezcelleiicy  Sir  C  Stuart,  K.B.  Pitiegua,  7th  Nov.  1813. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  31st.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Portuguese  finances,  particularly  the  customs,  are  in  so  flourishing  a 
condition. 

I  recommend  to  you  to  buy  more  com ;  if  not  wanted  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  army,  we  can  sell  it  in  the  market,  and  the  amount  can  be 
lodged  in  the  military  chest 

You  will  see  the  news  in  my  dispatch. 

To  Earl  BathunU  Pitiegua,  7th  Nov.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  Oct.  regarding  Gen.  Nugent. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  consider  what  we  shall  do  with  our  army 
after  the  French  withdraw  from  Spain ;  as  that  event  is  not  at  present 
very  probable,  unless  Buonaparte  should  be  so  pressed  in  the  North  as  to 
be  induced  to  weaken  his  force.  We  have  at  present  in  operation  against 
us,  at  least  all  the  troops  which  were  in  the  Andalusias,  and  the  armies 
of  the  Centre  and  North,  besides  the  *  Armde  de  Portugal^*  without  any 
effective  addition  to  our  force,  excepting  the  little  garrison  of  Cadiz. 

My  opinion  is,  however,  that  if  we  should  get  the  French  out  of  Spain, 
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and  the  war  Aould  contnrae,  we  durald  cany  on  our  operations  on  the 
southern  frontier  of  France.  I  think  so  because  we  should  haye  the 
hearty  co-operation,  and  probably  the  direction,  of  a  Spanish  and  of  a 
Portuguese  army,  besides  our  own;  and  our  means  would  be  much 
greater  than  they  would  be  on  any  other  scene,  would  be  applicable  at  a 
much  earlier  period,  and  would,  moreoyer,  be  applied  on  the  most  yul- 
nerable  part  of  France. 

In  regard  to  all  schemes  in  Italy  and  the  North  of  Europe,  founded  on 
this  army :  Ist ;  I  would  obserye  that  you  must  reckon  that  6  months 
would  elapse,  i^ter  you  should  decide  on  the  measure  and  should  issue 
your  orders  in  Downing  Street,  before  the  army  would  be  iSt  to  engage 
in  an  operation  in  the  new  scene :  2dly ;  It  would  be  but  a  small  army, 
incapable  of  acting  alone ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
connect  it  with  any  other :  3dly ;  It  must  not  be  expected  that  any  of  the 
Powers  in  the  North  of  Europe  would  giye  us  the  direction  and  manage- 
ment of  their  concerns,  as  we  now  haye  of  those  of  the  Portuguese,  at 
least,  if  not  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Powers  of  the  North  would  willingly 
ayail  themselyes  of  the  brayery  of  our  troops ;  they  would  share  in  our 
riches,  partake  of  the  plenty  in  our  camps,  which  our  good  arrangements 
and  money  should  procure  for  us;  but  they  would  share  with  us  nothing 
but  their  distresses.  Belieye  me,  that  you  could  not  keep  a  British  army 
long  in  a  state  of  e£Sciency  under  such  circumstances. 

As  for  Italy,  I  haye  neyer  seen  any  ground  on  which  I  could  yenture 
eyen  to  think  of  a  military  operation  in  that  country.  Howeyer,  as  I 
said  before,  unless  I  can  beat  Soult,  the  '  Armde  de  Pcvtugci^  and  the 
army  of  the  North  united,  we  haye  no  chance  at  present  of  getting  the 
French  out  of  Spain.  I  think  Buonaparte  will  at  last  giye  up  Spain ;  but 
that  is  a  different  question,  not  worth  discussing  now. 

P.S.  I  see  that  Ballesteros  and  the  Cortes  are  fighting,  instead  of  the 
former  moying  into  La  Mancha  as  he  was  ordered. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Pitiegua,  8th  Nov.  1811. 

The  enemy  repaired  the  bridge  at  Toro  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  I 
expected,  and  by  their  possession  of  that  bridge,  and  of  that  of  Tordesillas, 
would  haye  had  an  easy  mode  of  collecting  a  large  force  behind  our  left 
flank,  if  I  had  attempted  to  effect  my  junction  with  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill 
on  the  Adaja,  with  a  yiew  to  any  operation  against  the  enemy's  force  ad- 
yancing  from  Madrid.  On  the  other  hand,  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the  Guadarrama  pass,  and  arriyed  at 
Villa  Castin  on  the  4th ;  and  if  I  had  moyed  Sir  R.  Hill  along  the  Adaja 
to  join  with  this  army  in  its  position  in  front  of  Tordesillas,  the  enemy 
would  haye  had  the  shortest  line  to  the  Tormes  by  Fontiyeros,  if  they  had 
preferred  to  march  in  that  direction,  to  following  the  march  of  Sir  R. 
Hill's  troops. 

The  junction  in  front  of  Tordesillas  would  besides  haye  answered  no 
purpose.  We  had  no  means  of  passing  the  Duero,  and  it  was  yery  clear 
that  the  enemy  would  not  attempt  to  pass  as  long  as  we  remained  in  our 
position.  I  therefore  desired  Sir  R.  Hill  to  continue  his  march  by  Fonti- 
yeros upon  Alba  de  Tormes ;  and  as  soon  as  I  fo^nd  that  he  was  sufficiently 
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forward,  I  broke  up  (jesterdaj  morning)  from  the  position,  which  I  had 
held  in  front  of  Toidesillas  since  the  30th  of  last  month ;  and  I  am  in 
march  towards  the  heights  of  San  Cristoval,  in  firont  of  Salamanca. 

The  enemj  has  not  pressed  at  all  upon  the  rear  of  the  troops  imder 
Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill ;  nor  have  those  on  the  Duero  followed  the  march 
of  the  troops  under  my  command.  I  conclude  that  the  two  corps  will 
unite,  which  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  Duero  I  could  not 
prevent. 

The  two  corps  of  this  army,  particularly  that  which  Has  been  in  the 
north,  are  in  want  of  rest  Thej  haye  been  in  the  field,  and  almost  con- 
stantly marching,  since  the  month  of  January  last;  their  clothes  and 
equipments  are  much  worn,  and  a  short  period  in  cantonments  would  be 
very  useful  to  them.  The  cavalry  likewise  are  weak  in  numbers,  and 
the  horses  rather  low  in  condition.  I  should  wish  therefore  to  be  able  to 
canton  the  troops  for  a  short  time,  and  I  should  prefer  the  cantonments 
on  the  Tormes  to  those  farther  in  the  rear. 

I  don't  know  exactly  what  the  force  of  the  enemy  is.  The  *  AmUe 
de  Portugal*  haye  about  36,000  men,  of  which  4000  are  cavalry.  As 
far  as  I  can  learn,  they  received  in  September  and  October  reinforce- 
ments, amountmg  to  14,000  infantry  and  1200  cavalry,  and  I  account  for 
the  army  being  only  36,000  men  by  allowing  for  the  sickness  of  the 
conscripts.  The  army  of  the  North  have  10,000  men,  of  which  1200  are 
cavalry. 

I  have  received  several  reports  that  Gen.  Caffarelli  had  returned  to  the 
north  with  ihe  troops  under  his  command,  but  none  on  which  I  can  rely. 
A  person  who  brought  me  a  letter  from  Sir  H.  Popham,  and  passed 
through  Torquemada,  saw  3000  infantry  on  their  march  towards  Burgos 
on  the  4th,  but  he  says  that  no  other  troops  had  passed  or  were  expected. 

It  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  exact  extent  of  Soult's  force.  It  is 
reported  that  the  enemy  brought  from  Valencia  to  the  Tagus  from 
40,000  to  45,000  men ;  and  I  should  consider  that  to  be  rather  below  the 
number  which  the  armies  of  Andalusia  and  the  Centre  could  bring  into 
the  field,  without  any  of  the  troops  of  the  army  of  Aragon  and  Valencia. 
Soult  is  particularly  strong  in  good  cavalry,  and  there  are  several  regiments 
of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the  Centre. 

I  am  Inclined  to  believe  that  none  of  the  troops,  excepting  probably 
some  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Aragon  and  Valencia,  have  moved  to  the 
Tagus. 

It  will  still  remain  to  be  seen  what  number  of  troops  can  be  brought 
to  operate  against  our  position ;  as,  unless  Madrid  should  be  again  aban- 
doned to  its  fate  by  the  King,  arrangements  must  be  made  to  resist  the 
attacks  which  it  must  be  expected  that  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gen. 
Elio  and  guerriHas  will  make  on  that  city,  even  though  Gen.  Ballesteros 
should  not  move  forward  in  La  Mancha.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  wait  at 
present  on  the  Tormes  till  I  shall  ascertain  more  exactly  the  extent  of  the 
enemy's  force ;  and  if  they  should  move  forward  I  will  either  bring  the 
contest  to  a  crisis  in  die  position  of  San  Cristoval,  or  fall  back  to  the 
Agueda,  according  to  what  I  shall  consider  at  the  time  to  be  best  for  the 
cause. 
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Gen.  Ballesteros  was  still  at  Granada  on  the  20th  Oct,  and  it  was 
reported  had  no  intention  of  moving. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Major  Gen. 
W.  Clinton,  who  has  come  to  Alicante  to  take  the  command,  dated  the 
29th  Oct.,  from  which  I  ohserve  that  but  few,  if  any,  of  Suchet's  troops 
have  moved  forward  to  the  Tagus. 

I  don't  understand  why  it  is  necessary  for  Major  Gen.  Clinton  himself 
to  have  possession  of  the  castle  of  Alicante  in  case  he  should  move  for- 
ward, excepting  it  is  that  he  suspects  the  Governor  of  treachery,  and  he 
thinks  that  in  case  of  misfortune  hia  retreat  would  not  he  secure. 

I  enclose  likewise  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Major  Gen.  Mackenzie,*  to 
which  that  of  Major  Gen.  Clinton  is  a  reply. 

I  understand  that  the  King  entered  Madrid  on  the  3d  inst. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  R.B.  Salamanca,  9th  Nov.  1812, 3  jl-m. 

By  the  reports  of  5  in  the  afternoon  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut. 
Bobers,  of  Uie  1st  hussars,  it  appears  that  the  enemy  are  moving  in  force 
on  the  fords  of  Huerta  and  Encinas,  and  I  believe  the  troops  are  Soult's. 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  movement  from  the  Duero  in  any  quarter. 

I  think  that  you  will  do  well  to  move  in  the  morning  to  your  left,  to 
Machacon,  with  the  2d  division,  excepting  one  British  brigade,  leaving 
Hamilton's  division  and  that  brigade  at  Alba.  Take  Slade's  brigade  and 
the  Spanish  troops  and  Portuguese  cavalry  with  you,  leaving  Long's 
brigade  looking  out  in  front  of  Alba.  Have  a  good  garrison  in  the  castle 
of  Alba.  You  should  not  load  the  mine  of  the  bridge,  because  we  must 
keep  a  communication  with  the  garrison.  If  the  enemy  should  attempt 
to  cross  either  of  the  fords  of  Huerta,  fall  upon  the  first  who  cross. 

I  order  my  troops  to  remain  at  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba  in  the  morning, 
till  I  shall  see  how  matters  turn. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Salamanca,  9th  Nov.  1813,  i  before  6  p.k. 

I  am  just  come  in  from  the  front  The  enemy  have  two  divisions  of 
infantry  and  some  squadrons  of  cavalry  at  Pitiegua  and  Cabeza  Velloso, 
which  came  from  Toro  yesterday,  and  I  saw  a  body  of  infantry  at  Morisco, 
Babila-fuente,  Huerta,  (one  battalion)  San  Morales,  the  total  force  of 
which  I  could  not  tell ;  but,  from  the  baggage  at  Babila-fuente,  I  should 
suppose  them  to  be  a  division.  There  were  6  squadrons  of  cavalry 
skirmishing  with  Pack's  brigade  at  Aldea  Lengua,  and  there  might  have 
been  4  more  squadrons  between  that  and  Babila-fuente. 

All  reports  agree  that  the  fords  are  not  now  practicable.  Indeed  there 
is  a  considerable  increase  of  water  in  the  river ;  and  the  best  proof  that 
they  are  not  practicable  is,  that  the  people  of  the  country  have  their  cattle 
grazing  on  the  left  bank.  I  am  certain  that  if  the  fords  were  practicable, 
Uie  enemy  would  pass  the  river,  rather  than  attack  us  on  the  heights  of 
San  Cristoval;  as  it  is,  I  am  doubtfuL  And  as  we  have  not  on  our 
position,  or  near  to  it,  as  many  troops  as  we  require,  I  propose  to  move 
the  troops  now  at  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba  into  Salamanca  early  to-morrow 
morning. 

♦  Seep.  117. 
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If  the  fords  are  not  practicable,  jou  might  move  the  2d  division,  &c., 
into  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba  and  de  Abaxo,  Pelabravo,  Machacon,  or  back 
upon  Alba  de  Tonnes,  observing  the  fords  with  piquets. 

I  have  never  been  at  Alba,  and  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  jou  if 
jou  will  let  me  know  what  garrison  ought  to  be  in  the  castle.  I  should 
think  200  men.  If  the  river  falls,  so  as  to  be  fordable  bj  all  descriptions 
of  troops,  all  I  shall  wish  is  to  put  in  a  Spanish  garrison,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  using  the  bridge  in  case  of  an  action,  as  they  did  before.  As 
long  as  their  movements  are  uncertain,  it  would  be  expedient  to  have  a 
garrison  of  a  better  description.  If  you  think  it  necessary  to  occupy  the 
town  of  Alba,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  bridge,  what  num- 
ber should  there  be  ? 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  4  p.m.  You  may  depend  upon  it 
that  the  river  Ib  not  fordable  for  troops,  otherwise  the  cattle  would  not 
have  been  left  on  the  banks ;  and  all  the  peasants  I  saw  of  Huerta  say  it 
is  not  so,  and  not  likely  to  become  so.  However,  it  is  easy  to  have  it 
marked  this  night,  and  you  will  know  whether  it  will  rise  or  fall  before 
morning.  But,  as  the  thing  is  doubtful,  I  shall  move  to  Salamanca,  in 
the  morning,  only  the  Light  and  Don  Carlos'  divisions  and  Gen.  Alten's 
cavalry. 

To  Lieot  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  KJB,  Sohunanca,  9th  Not.  1813^  9|  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  6^  p.m.  If  the  enemy  can  pass  the 
Tormes  at  too  many  fords,  and  in  too  great  force  for  you,  your  troops 
and  those  at  Alba  (excepting  the  garrison)  must  fall  back  on  the  heights 
of  Arapiles,  taking  care  to  keep  the  village  of  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba  on 
your  right,  as  you  retire ;  and  to  occupy  that  village,  and  the  height  be- 
hind ihe  convent,  or  ermita  de  N'  S'  de  la  Pena,  and  giving  me  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  this  movement,  as  I  must  collect  the  whole  of  the 
army  on  the  same  ground.  Have  this  ground  reconnaitred.  I  acknow- 
ledge, however,  that  I  am  not  aware  of  the  necessity  for  this  movement 
in  the  existing  state  of  the  river,  which  is  represented  to  be  scarcely 
fordable  for  cavalry,  and  not  for  in&ntry  or  artillery.  How  is  the  bridge 
of  the  Tormes  then  to  be  forced,  having  the  castle  on  one  side,  and  a  body 
of  infantry  on  commanding  ground  on  the  other  ? 

The  consequence  of  blowing  up  the  bridge  under  these  circumstances 
would  be  the  loss  of  the  garrison  in  the  castle,  which  would  lose  heart 
upon  seeing  all  communication  with  them  cut  off;  and  nothing  would  be 
gained  as  to  defence,  if  I  am  correct  in  the  notion,  that  between  the 
castle  and  infantry  on  the  left  bank,  the  bridge  cannot  be  carried,  the 
river  not  being  fordable  for  infantry. 

The  destruction  of  a  bridge  is  a  measure  of  great  importance,  in  re- 
ference not  only  to  the  enemy's  operations,  but  our  own.  I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  if  you  were  to  lodge  the  powder  in  the  mine,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  exploding  it  only  at  the  last  moment,  and  that  you  should  defend 
the  left  of  the  bridge,  as  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  defended,  the  enemy 
would  not  explode  Uie  mine  for  you,  in  order  to  be  certain  at  least  of 
your  garrison  in  the  castle. 

Upon  the  whole  I  am  convinced  that  your  situation  depends  upon  the 
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•tate  of  the  fords  and  the  use  the  enemy  can  make  of  them.  If  thej  are 
as  I  belieye  them  to  be,  the  enemj  may  make  a  desperate  attack  upon 
Alba  de  Tormes  and  the  bridge,  bat  must  be  defeated  in  that  object ;  and 
thej  are  liable  to  be  attacked  on  this  side.  If  the  fords  are  practicable 
easily  for  cayalry  and  artillery,  and  at  all  for  infantry,  and  are  numerous, 
you  must  retire,  as  I  told  you  aboye,  if  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  pass 
in  force,  leaying  the  garrison  in  the  castle. 

To  Lieut.  G«d.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  Salamaooa,  10th  Nor.  1813»  4^  p.m. 

I  am  yery  sorry  that  I  did  not  meet  you  at  Alba,  and  still  more  so  that 
I  did  not  see  the  large  force  which  Col.  Gordon  tells  me  was  collected  in 
front  of  the  town.  Howeyer,  the  post  is  a  yery  good  one,  and  held  by 
good,  determined  troops ;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  enemy  can  do 
them  no  harm.  Indeed,  I  should  doubt  their  attacking  them,  and  I  think 
they  are  come  there  to  try  the  fords.  By  all  accounts,  these  are  not  prac- 
ticable for  troops.  When  I  call  a  ford  practicable  for  troops,  I  don't 
mean  to  say  that  a  single  horseman  cannot  get  oyer ;  but  that  cayalry,  in- 
fantry,  and  artillery  cannot  The  riyer  has  certainly  fallen  since  yester- 
day eyening;  but  I  belieye  no  infantry  soldier  can  pass  now,  eyen  if  a 
cayalry  soldier  can ;  and  small  piquets  guarding  the  fords,  and  charging 
resolutely  the  first  men  who  pass,  or  firing  upon  them,  if  they  are  piquets 
of  infiemtTy,  will  effectually  preyent  the  passage  of  the  fords. 

I  wish  that  Gen.  D'Urban  had  mentioned  where,  and  at  what  hour  he 
passed  yesterday,  the  9th,  as  the  riyer  rose  considerably  in  the  afternoon, 
and  is  higher  now  than  it  was  yesterday  morning.  I  understand  that  it 
has  not  &llen  since  morning. 

If  the  fords  aboye  the  town  are  practicable,  and  those  below  not ;  or  if 
the  former  are  more  practicable  than  those  below,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  moye  Gen.  Slade's,  and  Gen.  lyUrban's,  and  Penne  Villemur's  cayalry 
to  the  nearest  woods  to  join  Hamilton's  position,  keeping  piquets  on  the 
fords  as  far  as  Huerta.  The  first  people  who  pass  must  be  yigorously 
attacked. 

P.S.  I  beg  you  will  send  some  musket  ammunition  to  Alba  de  Tormes, 
for  Major  Gen.  Howard's  brigade. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  IfiU,  K.B.       Salamanca,  10th  Nor.  1812, 10  min.  before  8,  p.m. 

I  haye  just  receiyed  your  letter  of  6  p.m.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
enemy  cannot  take  the  town  of  Alba ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  maintained 
as  long  as  the  force  now  in  it,  reasonably  supported,  can  maintain  it ;  if 
the  fords  don't  become  in  a  state  that  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery 
can  pass  them,  and  their  cayalry  in  many  places  with  ease.  I  gaye  Gen. 
Hamilton  no  instructions.  He  told  me  that  you  had  instructed  him  to 
maintain  his  post,  of  which  I  entirely  approyed. 

Recollect  that  I  must  haye  timely  notice  of  all  that  passes  at  Alba ; 
otherwise  the  troops  on  the  Arapiles  wUl  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  those 
now  at  Alba. 

P.S.  If  you  will  refer  to  my  instructions,  you  will  see,  that  although 
the  town  of  Alba  should  be  eyacuated,  it  is  in  my  opinion,  not  necessary 
to  retire  from  the  Tormes. 
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To  Lieat  G«d.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  Sdamanca,  lltfa  Nov.  1813»  6  p.m. 

I  enclose  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  which  I  have  given  to  a  Spanish 
officer  for  you ;  which  officer  commands  the  detachment  which  I  have 
prevailed  upon  Gen.  Castanos  to  send  to  garrison  the  castle  of  Alha.  You 
might  as  well  have  all  the  arrangements  made  for  his  reception  this  night 
You  might  also  have  the  mine  prepared  and  loaded.  I  expect  thai  the 
officer  and  detachment  will  be  at  Calvarrasa  de  Abazo  this  night ;  and 
you  should  immediately  send  him  to  his  station. 

If  you  should  withdraw  from  the  Tormes,  and  from  Alba  before  the 
Spanish  garrison  arrives,  I  believe,  that  upon  the  whole,  it  will  be  best  to 
withdraw  the  English  and  Portuguese  garrison  from  the  castle,  blowing 
up  the  bridge  at  the  same  time  that  you  evacuate  the  town ;  as  I  fear  that 
we  could  not  expect  our  soldiers  to  march  throtigh  the  country  as  the 
Spaniards  would.  If,  however,  the  Spanish  garrison  should  arrive  before 
you  withdraw  from  the  Tormes  under  your  instructions,  they  must  occupy 
the  castle. 

P.S.  I  am  still  inclined  to  believe  that  the  fords  are  not  practicable  for 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  some  not  for  cavalry ;  although  some  are,  cer- 
tainly. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Salamanca,  11th  Not.  181^ 

The  bearer  of  this  letter  is  Major  Josef  de  Miranda,  of  the  Spanish 
service,  who  goes  in  command  of  300  men,  who  are  eventually  to  form 
the  garrison  of  the  castle  of  Alba  de  Tormes. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  quantity  of  provisions  in  the  castle 
to  10  days  for  300,  instead  of  for  200  men ;  and  to  leave  there  50,000 
rounds  of  musket  ammunition,  instead  of  25,000  rounds. 

As  it  is  determined  to  hold  the  town,  if  possible,  as  long  as  we  can 
remain  upon  the  Tormes  at  all,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  put  this 
gentleman  in  charge  of  his  post  with  his  garrison  as  soon  as  he  shall 
arrive  with  his  troops ;  and  measures  must  be  taken  to  feed  them  daily, 
as  long  as  you  remain  on  the  river,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  stock  of 
provisions. 

You  will  give  him  instructions  to  maintain  himself  in  his  post  as  long 
as  the  army  shall  remain  in  this  neighbourhood ;  if  possible,  for  the  full 
extent  of  the  10  days  for  which  provisions  shall  be  left  for  him. 

If  any  misfortune  should  happen,  or  the  army  should  be  obliged  to  quit 
this  part  of  the  country,  he  is  then  to  evacuate  his  post,  and  to  march  with 
the  troops  under  his  command  either  towards  the  Sierra,  and  thence  into 
Portugal,  or  towards  Miranda  de  Douro,  and  thence  into  Portugal,  or  any 
other  road  that  he  may  think  proper. 

When  you  shall  get  the  Spanish  garrison  within  the  castle,  I  think  you 
might  complete  the  mine  in  the  bridge,  and  explode  it  when  the  town 
shall  be  evacuated  by  our  troops,  that  is  to  say,  if  possible,  when  you 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  from  the  Tormes. 

To  Lieot  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  Salamanca,  1 1^  Nor.  1813^  9^  p.m. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  6  p.m.  I  don't  think  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  pass  in  the  existing  state  of  the  river.     However,  the  3d  and 
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4th  divisions  are  still  at  Calyarrasa  de  Abaxo,  at  your  command,  if  you 
should  require  their  assbtance. 

P.S.  The  report  from  the  deserters  this  day  is,  that  eyery  thing  is 
moving  to  the  enemy's  left. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  •  Salamanca,  11th  Not.  1813. 

I  beg  you  to  lay  the  papers  enclosed  in  the  accompanying  letter  from 
Major  Gen.  Peacocke  before  the  Portuguese  government ;  and  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  let  them  know  that  the  prisoner  therein  alluded  to 
shall  be  placed  at  their  disposal,  if  they  wbh  to  have  him  tried  by  the 
civil  laws  of  the  country. 

TV  A,Q,  to  Ommal  Ofictn  commanding  Dimokmo,  Utfa  Nor.  1813. 

ill  order  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  sick  at  Salamanca,  I  have  received  his 
Excellency's  directions  to  request  that  such  as  are  necessarily  removed  to  the  rear 
from  the  division  under  your  command  may  be  forwarded  on  the  divisional  mides 
to  Ciudad  Rodrigo  direct 

Tit  A.Q,  to  tht  Commandanto  rf  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Cthrioo,  12^  Not.  1813. 

It  being  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that  several  men  proceed 
to  the  depdts  in  the  rear  under  the  plea  of  sickness,  though  with  little  or  no  real 
ailment,  I  am  to  call  your  most  serious  attention  to  this  subject,  and  to  request 
that,  in  concert  with  tlie  senior  Medical  officer  at  the  depdt  under  your  charge, 
immediate  inspections  may  be  made  on  the  arrival  of  the  apparently  convalescent 
cases,  in  order  that  such  as  have  thus  absented  themselves  from  their  duties  in 
the  field  may  be  restored  to  their  divisions  without  loss  of  time.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  officers  to  conduct  these  parties  to  the  army  in  proportion  to 
their  strength,  reporting  to  me  in  all  sucn  cases  for  the  mformation  of  his 
Excellency. 

To  Dom  M.  Foijas.  Salamanca,  14^  Nor.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  in  which 
you  have  enclosed  one  written  by  order  of  the  Governors  of  the  Kingdom 
to  the  Conde  de  Funchal,  regarding  a  new  mode  of  finding  funds  for 
paying  the  subsidy  to  Portugal,  upon  which  their  Excellencies  desire  to 
have  my  opinion. 

No  arrangement  could  be  so  satisfactory  to  me  as  one  which  should 
relieve  the  military  chest  of  the  British  army  from  the  burthen  of  its 
payments  to  His  Majesty's  minister  at  Lbbon,  to  enable  him  to  perform 
His  Majesty's  engagements  to  the  Portuguese  government ;  but  I  acknow- 
ledge that  I  don't  conceive  that  the  scheme  proposed  would  answer  the 
end  in  view. 

Ist ;  Any  scheme  of  this  description  must  interfere  with  the  supplies  of 
money  for  the  military  chest  of  the  British  army  of  the  Peninsula ;  and  I 
don't  believe  His  Majesty's  government  would  be  disposed  to  listen  to 
such  a  scheme,  unless  it  should  appear  that  under  the  existing  system  the 
performance  of  His  Majesty's  engagements  had  been  neglected. 

2dly ;  I  assert  that  the  performance  of  His  Majesty's  engagements  has 
not  been  neglected.  I  will  prove  that  in  money  and  in  kind  the  Por- 
tuguese government  have  to  this  day  received  more  than  the  subsidy ; 
every  thing  else  is  in  arrear.  The  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army,  and  of  tlie  transport  service,  are  in  arrear,  for  5  months  the  former, 
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Ibr  m  year  Uie  latter ;  debts  are  due  to  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  per- 
sons, excepting  to  the  Portuguese  government  alone,  to  whom  I  assert 
that  not  only  nothing  is  due,  but  that  the  subsidy  is  overpaid.  In  point 
of  fact,  a  loan  of  money  is  never  received  from  any  quarter  that  a  pro^ 
portion  of  it  is  not  given  to  His  Majesty's  minister  for  the  use  of  the 
Portuguese  government ;  and  very  lately  I  borrowed  a  sura  of  money  at 
Madrid  (under  a  very  inconvenient  engagement  which  I  preferred,  to  re- 
pay it  in  a  mon^),  and  gave  the  greater  part  of  it  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  tlie  Portuguese  troops  in  the  field  which  had  been  neglected  by  the 
government,  notwithstanding  that  large  sums  had  been  paid  in  subsidy. 
This  money  has  only  now  been  repaid  into  the  chest  of  «the  British  army. 
I  wish  that  the  Portuguese  government  had  performed  their  engagements, 
and  had  given  to  the  cause  a  well-equipped  army  of  30,000  men,  in  return 
for  the  subsidy  which  they  have  received  from  His  Majesty. 

3dly ;  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  government  have  at  all  weighed 
or  digested  the  scheme  for  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  in  London,  the 
details  of  which  they  appear  to  consider  very  easy  to  arrange ;  and  they 
have  left  them  to  the  Conde  de  Funchal.  I  would  beg  leave  just  to  point 
out  to  them  that  the  difference  between  the  market  price  and  the  mint 
price  of  bullion  in  England  b  now,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  about  25 
per  cent, ;  and  they  would  lose  in  the  receipt  of  the  subsidy  such  a  pro- 
portion of  that  sum  as  the  rate  at  which  they  now  receive  the  dollar 
approaches  to  the  mint  price  of  bullion.  If  they  now  receive  the  dollar 
at  4s.  6d.  sterling,  they  would  lose  the  whole  25  per  cent,  on  the  subsidy, 
or  one  quarter  of  its  amount ;  if  they  now  receive  the  dollar  at  5«.,  the  loss 
would  be  about  15  per  cent. 

4tlily ;  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  scheme  is  impracticable  without 
taking  so  much  specie  out  of  the  military  chest  of  the  British  army,  as 
must  be  attended  by  the  consequence  of  recalling  the  army. 

I  have  never  been  made  sensible  of  the  inconveniences,  excepting  to 
myself  personally,  of  the  mode  of  paying  the  subsidy  now  in  practice, 
which  have  been  so  frequently  complained  of.  Notwithstanding  the 
existing  prosperity  and  credit  of  Great  Britain,  great  difficulty  is  expe- 
rienced in  procuring  specie  for  a  large  foreign  expenditure;  and  the 
greatest  inconvenience  has  been  felt  in  His  Majesty's  dominions  from  the 
efforts  which  have  been  made  in  this  manner  in  the  cause  of  the  Peninsula. 
In  order  to  overcome  these  difficulties,  and  to  obviate  some  of  the  incon* 
veniences  attending  the  realization  of  His  Majesty's  aid  to  the  powers  of 
the  Peninsula,  it  was  proposed,  and  the  Portuguese  government  were 
distinctly  informed,  when  the  increased  subsidy  was  granted,  that  a  part 
should  be  given  in  kind.  That  is  to  say,  that  those  articles  of  military 
equipment  and  stores  which  the  Portuguese  government  required,  and 
which  could  be  purchased  in  England  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  in  Portugal, 
should  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  their  cost ;  and  that  provisions  should 
be  supplied  in  the  same  manner  from  the  stores  of  the  army.  Hie  reason 
for  making  this  arrangement  was,  that  the  former  might  be  purchased  in 
England  without  an  expenditure  of  specie ;  and  the  latter  in  the  Peninsula 
by  bills  on  His  Majesty's  treasury,  with  a  condition  that  they  should  not 
be  negotiated  in  the  Peninsula. 

VOL.  VI.  M 
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It  tnight  have  been  expected  from  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  that  they 
would  cheerfully  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  an  arrangement  which 
Hia  Majesty  had  a  right  to  dictate  as  the  condition  on  which  he  would 
grant  any  aid ;  but  instead  of  that,  the  Portuguese  government  have  never 
ceased  to  complain  that  they  do  not  receive  as  much  money  as  they  wish^ 
totally  forgetting  that  they  have  received  more  in  money  and  money's 
worth  than  His  Majesty  has  ever  consented  to  grant  them ;  and  instead  of 
assisting,  as  they  ought,  they  have  rejected,  or  have  rendered  nugatory, 
every  proposition  which  has  been  made  to  them  to  facilitate  the  means  of 
increasing  the  specie  in  the  military  chest  of  the  army. 

Your  Excellent  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  £100,000  estimated 
as  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  British  officers  in  the  Portuguese  service 
is  exclusively  for  their  British  pay ;  it  is  for  their  Portuguese  pay ;  and  I 
can't  recommend  to  His  Majesty's  government  Uiat  any  increase  of  sub- 
sidy should  be  granted  to  the  Portuguese  government  on  any  ground. 

If  the  government  will  be  in  earnest  in  respect  to  the  finances,  they  have 
ample  means  at  their  command  to  cover  the  deficit  for  the  military  ex- 
penses; and  they  will  be  enabled  to  relieve  the  poorer  description  of 
people  from  many  burthensome  and  oppressive,  though  unproductive  taxes. 
I  don't  consider  the  scheme,  however,  of  selling  quit-rents,  &c.,  bdonging 
to  individuals,  by  grants  from  the  Crown  for  their  lives  or  others,  in  order 
to  raise  a  loan  to  be  employed  in  the  liquidation  of  paper  money,  to  be  one 
of  the  legitimate  means  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  ameliorate  Uieir 
finances ;  even  though  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  conceal  the  manifest 
arbitrary  injustice  and  attack  upon  private  property  of  this  scheme,  under 
the  cloiJc  of  a  purchase  from  the  owner  by  the  grant  of  an  apolice. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Salamanca,  15th  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  been  out  all  the  morning,  and  have  only  now  received  your  letter 
of  12  at  noon.  You  must  have  the  motions  of  the  corps  which  has  marched 
up  the  river  well  observed ;  and  it  might  be  expedient,  if  the  enemy  should 
not  cross  the  Tonnes  in  the  night,  to  remove  the  4th  division  to  &e  edge 
of  the  wood  near  the  top  of  the  hill  (and  on  the  right  of  the  road  looking 
to  Alba),  at  day-light  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  protect 
Gen.  Hamilton's  eventual  evacuation  of  Alba  de  Tonnes,  and  his  with- 
drawing from  the  river.  The  4th  division  will  in  this  position  not  be 
much  farther  from  you  than  they  are  at  present 

I  saw  the  chevalets  at  Huerta.  I  don't  believe  they  are  to  be  used  to 
construct  a  bridge ;  nor  have  I  seen  or  heard  of  any  collection  of  force  at 
any  point,  such  as  the  enemy  must  have  in  order  to  pass  the  river.  I  can't 
observe  any  reduction  of  force  at  any  point.  All  the  troops  mentioned  by 
the  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur,  in  his  letter  to  you,  are  those  of  the  5th  and 
8th  divisions  of  the  ^Armde  de  Portugal,'  and  are  in  front  of  Pack's  brigade 
at  Aldea  Lengua. 

The  French  evacuated  Madrid  on  the  7th.  I  don't  yet  know  where 
the  troops  have  gone. 

Au  Gto.  Giron.  Aldehuela  de  la  Boretla,  ce  16  Nov.  1812. 

Le  GtJn.  Comte  de  Belveder  m'a  fait  savoir  que  I'ennemi  etait  en  avant 
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de  lui ;  et  je  I'ai  pniS  de  marcher  demain  matin  k  4  heures  au  lieu  de  7 
heares ;  et  j'ai  fait  dee  arrangemens  pour  avoir  de  la  oavalerie  k  son  arri^re- 
gaide  demain*   L'ennemi  s'est  aussi  montn^  en  force  sur  la  route  de  Matilia ; 
mais  nous  ferona  notre  marche  demain  avec  facilitt^» 
Je  youB  prie  de  faire  mea  eomplimens  au  G^mbraL 

Tq  Limit  G€o.  tbf  Hfa.  Sir  E.  jPagfit,  %.,B,  HM  qfiaHm,  19th  Nov.  1813. 

I  did  not  Hear  of  your  miafortune  till  more  than  an  hour  after  it  had 
occurred,  nor  was  I  certain  of  it  till  the  enemy  attacked  our  rear  guard, 
and  the  firing  had  continued  for  Bome  tiqi«>  and  I  found  you  were  not  on 
the  field ;  and  you  will  judga  of  my  concern  by  the  senae  which  I  hope  you 
feel  I  entertain  of  the  cordial  aaeiatance  which  I  received  from  you  during 
the  short  time  that  you  have  been  with  ua.  I  can't  account  for  your  mis- 
fortune, excepting  that  you  were  alone,  and  could  not  see  the  approach  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry. 

TbMt  which  must  now  be  done  is  to  endeavor  to  obtain  your  eichange. 
I  have  no  French  General  officer  in  the  Peninsula ;  but  I  beg  you  to  make 
it  known  to  ^e  King,  and  to  the  Due  de  Dalmatie,  that  I  will  engage  that 
any  General  officer  they  will  name  ehall  be  sent  from  England  to  France 
in  exchange  for  you.  If  you  should  find  that  there  is  any  prospect  of  your 
being  exdiaaged,  I  racommend  to  you  to  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  the 
King  not  to  send  you  to  France.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
reason  €br  giving  yon  this  advice.  If  the  King,  or  the  Dus  de  Dalmatie, 
will  not  name  an  oQcer  to  be  exchanged  for  you,  the  sooner  you  are  sent 
to  France  the  better. 

I  send  y4Hi  aome  money,  £200.  I  will  take  care  of  your  friend  Mar- 
lay.  You  cannot  conceive  how  much  I  regret  your  loss.  This  is  the 
second  time  that  I  have  been  deprived  of  your  assistance,  at  an  early 
period  after  you  had  joined  us,  and  I  am  almost  afraid  to  wish  to  have  you 
•gain ;  but  God  knows  with  what  pleasure  I  shall  hear  of  your  being 
liberated,  aiui  shall  see  you  with  us. 

P.S.  Idsi  me  know  yoiur  wishes  on  any  subject,  aod  they  shall  be  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Q.  O.  Aldebnelii  de  la  9ovQd%  l«th  Nov.  101S. 

1.  The  Cownnaiwiff  of  tbt  Fotom  requ«tf  the  General  offiqect  conunaoding  diyiaiotm 
will  take  meaiuret  to  prevent  the  shameM  and  unmilitary  practice  of  fcldien  •hooting 
pigi  in  ^  woodi,  so  xloef  to  the  camp  and  to  th«  columne  of  oiaich,  a#  that  %  dragoons 
were  ebot  last  night  j  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  was  indnoed  to  belieire  jkhis  day 
on  the  march,  that  the  flank  patroles  were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

%,  He  desaras^Mit  notice  may  begiv«n  to  the  spldieis,  that  he  has  this  ^^y  oid«sed  2  men 
to  be  haqged  who  were  caught  in  the  (act  of  shooting  pigs ;  and  he  now  ordeo  that  ^ 
Assist  Provosts  may  attend  their  divisions  on  the  march,  and  that  they  will  do  their  doty, 
as  weU  in  respect  to  this  as  other  offences. 

3.  The  number  of  soldiers  straggling  froju  their  icgiments,  for  no  reason  exoeptii^  to  pluu  • 
iler,  is  a  disgaoe  to  the  amy,  and  afibcds  a  strong  proof  of  the  degree  to  which  the  disci- 
pline of  the  regiments  is  rdLaxed,  and  of  the  inattention  of  the  Commanding  and  other 
officers  of  regiments  to  their  duty,  and  to  the  repeated  ordeo  of  the  army. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  considers  the  Commanding  officer  of  imy  regimeot^ 
from  which  there  are  men  absent  on  a  march,  to  be  responsible;  and  be  now  desires  that 
the  Hon.  Lieot.  Gen.  Cole  will  put  in  arrest  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  —  regt.  for 
having  allowed  soldieas  to  straggle  firom  the  ranks  of  the  —  rcigt,  on  the  marches  of  yes* 
ter^ay  and  this  day. 
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To  Earl  Bathunt  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  19th  Nov.  1812. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  crossed  the 
Tormes  at  Alba  on  the  8th  inst.,  and  those  under  my  command  took  the 
position  on  the  heights  of  San  Cristoval  de  la  Cuesta  on  the  same  day ; 
Brig.  Gen.  Pack's  brigade  occupying  Aldea  Lengua,  and  Brig.  Gen. 
Bradford's  Cabrerizos,  on  our  right,  and  the  British  cavalry  covering  our 
front.  I  had  desired  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  occupy  the  town  and 
castle  of  Alba  with  Major  Gen.  Howard's  brigade  of  the  2d  division, 
leaving  Lieut.  Gen.  Hamilton's  Portuguese  division  on  the  left  of  the 
Tormes  to  support  those  troops,  while  the  2d  division  was  posted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  fords  of  Encinas  and  Huerta,  and  the  3d  and  4th 
divisions  remained  at  Calvarrasa  de  Arriba  in  reserve. 

On  the  9th,  the  enemy  drove  in  the  piquets  of  Major  Gen.  Long's  bri* 
gade  of  cavalry  in  front  of  Alba ;  and  Major  Gen.  Long  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  his  troops  through  Alba  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  the  enemy's  whole  army  approached  our  positions  on 
the  Tormes ;  and  they  attacked  the  troops  in  Alba  with  20  pieces  of  can* 
non  and  a  considerable  body  of  infantry.  They  made  no  impression  on 
them,  however,  and  withdrew  the  cannon  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
troops  in  the  night,  and  this  attack  was  never  renewed. 

I  enclose  Lieut  Gen.  Hamilton's  *  report  to  Sir  R.  Hill  of  the  transac- 
tions at  Alba,  which  were  highly  creditable  to  the  troops  employed. 
From  the  10th  to  the  14th,  the  time  was  passed  in  various  reconnaissances, 
as  well  of  die  fords  of  the  Tormes,  as  of  the  position  which  the  troops 
under  my  command  occupied,  on  the  right  of  that  river  in  front  of  Sala- 

*  Lieut  Gen.  HftmiltoD  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.E 

Alba  de  Tormea,  llth  No7.  1813. 

I  have  fhe  honor  to  report  the  siepe  I  hare  taken  to  carry  into  effect  your  inttructiona  for 
the  defence  of  this  place,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  have  obliged  the  enemy  to  withdiaw 
the  greatest  part  of  the  force  opposed  to  us  $  and  I  feel  almost  confident  we  shall  be  able  to 
retain  our  position  as  long  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

I  yesterday  garrisoned  and  proTisioned  the  castle,  and  by  the  exertions  of  Capt.  Goldfinch, 
of  die  Enginem,  it  b  put  into  as  good  a  state  as  circumstances  will  admit ;  he  is  continuing 
strengthening  it    Capt  Goldfinch  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  me. 

I  buEiTe  appropriated  to  each  regiment  a  district  of  this  town,  and  the  Commanding  officer 
has  barricaded  the  streets  and  buildings  in  a  7ery  judicious  manner.  Brigadier  Da  Costa 
and  Camnbell's  brigades  are  in  our  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tormes.  Brig.  €kn. 
Campbell  re^rts  his  baring  caused  the  enemy  some  loss,  in  their  attempt  to  pass  a  ford 
n«ar  his  position. 

Lieut  Col.  Tulloh  has  made  so  good  an  arrangement  of  lus  two  brigades  of  guns,  that, 
imited  with  die  position  of  the  two  brigades  of  infantry  on  the  left  bank  of  die  Tormes,  I 
consider  my  flanks  secure. 

Early  yesterday  morning  Major  Gen.  Long,  commandmg  the  cavalry  in  front,  reported 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  great  force ;  I  was  therefore  induced  to  retire  the  cavalry. 

About  10  o*clock  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  heights  in  considerable  force  of  cavalry, 
and  a  few  in&ntrv,  covering,  as  I  conceived,  a  reconnaissance  of  several  officers  of  rank. 
About  2  o'clock  the  enemy^s  force  was  increased  to  15  squadrons^  and  6000  in&ntry,  and 
to  guni^  including  six  6  indi  howitsers,  which  immediately  commenced  firing,  and  con- 
tinued until  it  was  dark.  The  enemy's  light  troops  advanced  close  to  the  walls  we  had 
hastily  thrown  up;  but  from  the  cool  and  steady  conduct  of  the  50th  regt.,  Col.  Stewart; 
71st  regt,  C<A.  the  Hon.  H.  Cadogan ;  and  the  93d,  Col.  Cameron  (Gen.  Howard's  brigade), 
the  enemy  dared  not  attempt  the  town. 

About  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  was  repeatedly  informed  that  the  enemy's  infantry  was 
considerably  increasing,  which  induced  me  to  order  3  battalions  of  Brig.  Gen.  Da  Costa's 
brigade  into  town,  leaving  his  other  battalion  for  the  protection  of  the  fords.    The  enemy 
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numea;  and,  on  the  14th,  the  enemy  croesed  that  river  in  force  at  the 
fords  near  Encinas,  about  2  leagues  above  Alba. 

I  immediatelj  broke  up  from  San  Cristoval,  and  ordered  the  troops 
towards  the  Arapiles ;  and  as  soon  as  I  had  ascertained  the  direction  of  the 
enemy's  march  from  the  fords,  J  moved  with  the  2d  division  of  infantry, 
and  all  the  cavalry  I  could  collect,  to  attack  them,  leaving  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  R.  Hill  with  the  4th  and  Lieut  Gen.  Hamilton's  divisions  in  front  of 
Alba,  to  protect  this  movement,  and  the  3d  division  in  reserve  on  the 
Arapiles,  to  secure  the  possession  of  that  position. 

llie  enemy,  however,  was  already  too  strong,  and  too  strongly  posted 
at  Mozarbes  to  be  attacked ;  and  I  confined  myself  to  a  cannonade  of  their 
cavalry,  under  cover  of  which  I  reconnaitred  their  position. 

In  the  evening  I  withdrew  all  the  troops  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Alba  to  the  Arapiles,  leaving  a  small  Spanish  garrison  in  the  castle,  with 
directions  to  evacuate  it,  if  they  should  find  that  the  enemy  retired,  and 
having  destroyed  the  bridge.  In  the  course  of  the  .night  and  following 
morning  I  moved  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  through  Salamanca,  and 
placed  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  E.  Paget  with  the  1st  division  of  infantry  on  the 
right  at  Aldea  Tejada,  in  order  to  secure  that  passage  for  the  troops  over 
the  Zurguen,  in  case  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  our  right  flank 
should  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  make  choice  either  of  giving  up  my 
communication  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo  or  Salamanca. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  found  the  enemy  fortifying  their  position 
at  Mozarbes,  which  they  had  taken  up  the  night  before,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  were  moving  bodies  of  cavalry  and  infantry  towards  their  own 
left,  and  to  our  communications  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo.     It  was  obvious 


during  the  night  withdraw  their  artillery,  and  I  have  left  a  tmall  force  of  caTalry  and 
infiuitry,  who  kept  up  a  imart  fire.  I  have  to  regret  the  Iom  of  a  considerable  number  of 
men,  but  which  I  trust  you  will  not  deem  great,  when  you  connder  the  heavy  and  incessant 
fire  of  artillery  fx  so  many  hours.  The  loss  of  the  Portuguese  was  while  on  duty  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  have  real  pleasure  in  reporting  their  steady  and  animated  conduct 

I  feel  much  indebted  to  Major  Gen.  Howard,  who  rendered  me  every  possible  assistance, 
as  also  to  every  officer  and  soldier  of  his  excellent  brigade^  for  then:  steady,  zealous,  and 
soldier-like  conduct 

To  Gapt  Pinto  Saavedra,  my  A.  A.  G. ;  to  Capt.  Watson,  Royal  dragoons,  A.  Q.  M.  G. ; 
and  to  Capt  Bunbury,  my  aide  de  camp,  I  consider  myself  obliged,  fm  thor  prompt  exe- 
cution of  my  orders. 

1  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  trust  we  shall  not  have  many  more 
casualties. 

Betum  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  army,  in  the  defence  of  Alba  de  Tormes,  on  the 
10th  and  11th  Nov.  1813. 
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that  it  was  the  enemy's  intention  to  act  upon  our  communications ;  and 
as  they  were  too  strong,  and  too  strongly  posted,  for  me  to  tliink  of  attack- 
ing them,  I  determined  to  more  upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  I  therefore  put 
the  army  in  march  in  3  columns,  and  crossed  the  Zurguen,  and  then  passed 
the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  encamped  that  night  on  the  Valmuza.  We 
contimied  our  march  successirely  on  the  16th,  Uth,  18th,  and  this  day, 
when  part  of  the  army  crossed  the  Agueda,  and  the  whole  will  cross  that 
rivet  to-mortow,  aaad  canton  between  the  Agueda  and  Coa. 

The  enemy  followed  our  movement  on  the  16th  with  « large  body, 
probably  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  and  a  considerable  body  of  infantry ; 
but  they  did  not  attempt  to  press  upon  our  rear.  They  took  advantage 
of  the  ground  to  cannonade  our  rear  guard,  consisting  of  the  Light  division, 
under  Major  Qen.  Alten,  on  the  17th,  on  its  passage  of  the  Huebra  at 
San  Mufioz,  and  occasioned  some  loss. 

The  troops  have  su£fered  considerably  fVom  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
which,  sincn^  the  13th,  has  been  worse  than  I  have  ever  known  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  soldiers,  as  usual,  straggled  from  their  regiments 
in  search  of  plunder,  and  1  am  apprehensive  that  some  may  have  fallen 
into  the  enemy's  hands. 

I  am  sotty  to  add,  that  we  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  E.  Pftget,  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  17tfa.  He  commanded  the 
centre  column,  and  the  Ml  of  rain  having  greatly  injured  the  roads,  and 
swelled  the  rivulets,  there  was  an  interval  between  the  5th  and  7l^  divi- 
sions of  infantry.  Sir  Edward  rode  alone  to  the  rear  to  diseover  the  cause 
of  this  interval,  and  as  l^e  road  passed  through  a  wood,  ddier  a  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  got  upon  the  road,  or  he  missed  the 
road,  and  fell  into  their  hands  in  the  wood.  I  understand  that  Sir  Edward 
was  not  wounded,  but  I  cannot  sufficiently  regret  the  loss  of  his  assistance 
at  hUs  moment 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  7tii  inst.,  I  communicated  to  your  Loidship  my 
opinion  <^  the  strength  of  the  enen^  as  far  as  1  coiild  judge  of  it  from 
t^  reports  I  had  received,  md  flrom  what  I  bad  seen.  I  have  since  learnt 
that  Gen.  CaffiirelU,  with  the  am^  of  the  North,  certainly  remained 
joined  with  the  *Arm^  de  Portugal.*  King  Joseph  left  Madrid  on  the 
4th  inst,  and  arrived  at  Penaranda  on  the  8th,  leaving  at  Madrid  the  civil 
authorities  of  his  government,  and  a  small  garrison.  These  authorities 
and  troops  evacuated  Madrid  on  the  7th,  and  marched  for  Castille ;  and 
Col.  Don  J.  Palecca  toolc  possession  of  that  dtj. 

Your  Lordship  will  luive  seen  Gen.  Ballesteros'  letter  of  the  24th  Oct. 
to  the  Regency,  from  which  yotl  will  observe  that  he  disobeyed  the  orders 
of  the  government  given  to  him  at  my  suggestion,  to  march  his  troops 
into  La  Mancha,  and  hang  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank,  because  the  Re- 
gency and  Cortes  had  offered  me  the  chief  command  of  the  Spanish  armies. 
Gen.  Virues,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  upon  Gen.  BaUesteros  being 
removed,  had  not  advanced  farther  than  Jaen,  when  I  last  heard  from  that 
quarter  on  the  8th  inst. 

The  whole  of  the  enemy's  disposable  force  in  Spain  was  therefore  upon 
the  Tormes  in  the  middle  of  this  month,  and  they  were  certainly  not  less 
^nm  60,606  men,  but  more  pr<>bably  90,000.     Of  these,  10,000  were 
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cavalry ;  and  as  the  '  Armie  de  Portugal'  alone  had  100  pieces  of  can- 
non, it  is  probable  that  they  had  not  less  in  all  than  200  pieces. 

I  had  52,000  British  and  Portuguese  troops,  of  which  4000  were 
British  cavalry,  on  the  Tormes,  and  from  12,000  to  16,000  Spaniards; 
and,  although  I  should  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  trying  the  issue  of  a 
general  action  on  ground  which  I  should  have  selected,  I  did  not  deem  it 
expedient  to  risk  the  cause  on  the  result  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy  in  a 
]>08ition  which  they  had  selected  and  strengthened. 

I  entertained  hopes  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  crossing  the  Tormes,  in  which  case  they  must  have  attacked  me  in 
the  position  of  San  Cristoval,  or  must  have  retired,  leaving  us  in  posses- 
sion of  the  line  of  the  Tormes.  I  considered  either  to  be  likely  to  be 
attended  by  so  many  advantages  to  the  cause,  that  I  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  delay  my  march  from  the  Tormes  till  the  enemy  should  be 
actually  established  on  the  left  of  that  river;  and  if  the  weather  had  been 
more  favorable,  we  should  have  made  the  movement  without  inconve- 
nience or  loss.* 

It  is  difficult  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  enemy's  intentions  at  present. 
They  have  not  pushed  any  troops  beyond  the  Yeltes,  and  very  few  beyond 
the  Huebra.  But  it  is  obvious,  and  a  general  sense  is  said  to  prevail 
among  the  French  officers,  that  until  they  can  get  the  better  of  the  allied 
army,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  Spain ;  and 
as  far  as  I  can  form  a  judgment  from  one  of  Marshal  Soult's  letters  to  the 
King  in  cipher,  which  was  intercepted,  and  fell  into  my  hands  some  time 
ago,  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he  urged,  that  Portugal  should  be  made  the 
seat  of  the  war. 

The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  though  not  so  favorable  as  I  at 
one  moment  expected,  or  as  it  would  have  been  if  I  could  have  succeeded 
in  the  attack  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  or  if  Gen.  Ballesteros  had  made  the 
movement  into  La  Mancha  which  was  suggested,  is  still  so  favorable,  that 
this  operation  appears  out  of  the  question. 

The  strong  places  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz  being  in  our  pos- 
session, and  Almeida  being  re-established,  it  is  not  easy  for  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  by  either  of  the  great  entrances  into  Portugal ;  and  although 
the  two  former  of  these  places  (particularly  the  first- mentioned)  are 
neither  in  the  state  of  defence  nor  garrisoned  as  I  should  wish  to  see 
them,  having  deprived  the  enemy  of  their  ordnance,  arsenals,  and  maga- 
zines in  Andalusia,  at  Madrid,  at  Salamanca,  and  Valladolid,  it  does  not 
appear  possible  that  these  places  should  be  attacked. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  for  the  present  they  will  canton  their  army 
in  Old  Castille,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  and  will  wait  for  the 
arrival  of  fresh  reinforcemaiits  and  means  from  France. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  19tfa  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  from  that  part  of  the  army  which  was  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand, on  its  march  from  Burgos,  from  the  22d  to  the  29th  Oct.      The 
♦  See  Appendix,  No.  VI. 
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difficulty  of  making  up  this  return  accurately  has  occasioned  the  delay 
in  transmitting  it. 

•  •  •                    *                    • 

•  *  •                    *                    • 

•  •  *                    •                    • 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  the  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  to  this  date. 

To  HU  Excellency  Sir  a  Stuart,  K.a  Ctudad  Rodrigo^  SOtb  Nov.  181X 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th.  I  have  never  known  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath  made  that  he  was  not  knighted  and  invested  with  the  Order 
hy  some  person  authorised  for  that  purpose  by  the  Crown ;  but  upon  this 
point  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  you  should  inquire  from  £ngland  without 
loss  of  time. 

Although  you  may  have  the  insignia,  and  may  be  appointed  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  nobody  can  knight  you  or  invest  you  with  the  insignia  that 
is  not  duly  authorised,  nor  can  a  person  authorised  depute  another. 

I  have  not  received  the  authority,  which  I  should  think  would  have 
been  sent  to  Beresford,  as  he  is  at  Lisbon.  If  the  messenger  brought  yon 
the  insignia,  it  is  just  possible  that  the  same  messenger  may  be  now  on 
the  road  with  the  authority  to  me  to  invest  you ;  and  if  it  should  be  so,  or 
if  I  should  receive  the  authority  by  any  channel,  I  will  apprise  you  of  it, 
and  vrill  appoint  time  and  place  to  meet  you  for .  the  performance  of  the 
ceremony. 

To^he  Junta  of  Gatalufia.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  20th  Not.  I8I3. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  13th  Sept,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  thank  you  for  the  flattering  terms  in  which  you  have  announced 
your  satisfaction  at  the  progress  made  by  the  army  under  my  command 
during  the  last  campaign.  If  your  Excellencies  have  read  the  procla- 
mation which  I  issued  at  Madrid,  you  will  have  seen  that  I  then  doubted 
the  possibility  of  retaining  all  the  ground  we  have  gained.  The  attempt 
which  the  enemy  made  to  bring  the  allied  army  under  my  command  to 
unequal  battle  has  been  frustrated ;  and  I  trust  that  I  .have  had  the  good 
fortune  of  being  useful  to  the  gallant  efforts  of  the  municipality  of  Cata- 
luna,  which  I  shall  always  endeavor  to  assist. 

To  the  Hon.  Berkeley  Paget  Ciudad  Rodrigo^  20tfa  Nov.  ISlSw 

I  am  sorry  again  to  have  to  apprise  you  of  your  brother's  misfortune 
at  a  period  almost  as  early  after  he  had  joined  us  as  I  had  upon  a  former 
occasion.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  unhurt,  as  I  am  informed, 
on  the  nth  inst  I  acknowledge  that  I  can't  exactly  account  for  the 
mode  in  which  he  was  taken.  He  commanded  the  centre  column  of  the 
army  on  its  march  from  Salamanca  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  Hill  the  right ; 
the  Spaniards  were  on  the  left  The  country  was  woody,  but  open,  and 
the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  march  between  the  two  columns  of  British 
infantry. 

The  roads  were  very  bad,  and  the  rivulets  much  swelled,  and  there  was 
some  delay  in  the  march  of  the  centre  column  in  the  morning  ;  and  the 
right  crossed  the  Huebra  before  the  head  of  the  centre  reached  that  river* 
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The  cavalry  had  been  encamped  near  the  right,  and  followed  their  move- 
ments, and  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  consequently  on  the  flank  and  rear 
of  the  centre  when  the  head  of  the  centre  column  reached  the  Huebra. 

Some  squadrons  of  Portuguese  dragoons  had  been  thrown  out  to  keep 
the  communication  with  the  centre,  which  they  did  very  insufficiently ; 
and  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  mistake,  I  ordered  up  Sir  W.  Erskine's  division 
of  cavalry  to  protect  the  march  of  the  centre  column ;  and  the  last  time  I 
saw  your  brother  I  requested  him  to  halt  the  7  th  division  on  a  height 
about  a  mile  from  the  Huebra;  till  the  Light  division,  which  was  the  rear 
guard,  should  come  up. 

I  had  come  up  from  the  rear  to  the  head  of  the  5th  division  at  this  time, 
which  immediately  preceded  the  Ith ;  and  when  I  passed  the  latter,  there 
certainly  was  no  interval  in  the  column. 

The  badness  of  the  roads  and  the  swelling  of  the  rivulets  had  however 
afterwards  occasioned  an  interval,  and  your  brother,  with  his  usual  anxiety, 
rode  alone  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  it,  having  sent  Marlay  with  informa- 
tion to  the  Light  division,  that  they  would  find  the  7th  halted  and  cavalry 
at  hand  to  give  them  assistance.  On  his  way  to  the  7th  division  he  was 
taken,  either  on  the  road,  or  in  the  wood  through  which  it  passed. 

From  the  account  of  a  French  officer  to  one  of  ours  on  that  afternoon 
across  the  Huebra,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  his  want  of  sight  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  being  taken.  He  said  that  a  non-commissioned 
officer  had  knocked  off  his  hat,  but  had  not  hurt  him,  and  that  he  then 
surrendered  himself.  As  he  was  remarkably  well  mounted,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  might  have  got  away,  either  before  receiving  this  blow,  if 
he  had  been  able  to  see  the  enemy,  or  afterwards  if  he  had  been  able  to  see 
his  way.  But  his  want  of  sight  is  a  terrible  disadvantage.  The  interval 
between  the  5th  and  7th  divisions  could  not  have  been  more  than  half  a 
mile,  and  the  French  could  not  have  been  on  or  near  the  road  more 
than  5  minutes. 

I  need  not  tell  you  how  much  I  am  annoyed  by  this  misfortune. 

I  have  desired  him  to  tell  King  Joseph  and  Soult  that  I  will  engage 
that  any  person  they  shall  name  shall  be  sent  to  France  in  exchange  for 
him.  I  have  recommended  him  to  go  to  France,  if  he  should  find  that 
neither  is  disposed  to  name  a  person  to  be  sent  in  exchange  for  him,  as  I 
think  it  probable  that  his  chance  of  exchange  will  in  that  case  be  better 
there ;  he  will  live  more  comfortably  than  in  Spain,  and  will  be  more  in 
the  way  of  hearing  and  receiving  assistance  from  his  friends.  I  have  sent 
him  money  and  his  clothes,  and  some  stores,  &c.  &c. 

To ,  Esq.,  late  Lieut  —  dragoons.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Slst  Nov.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  Oct. 

You  are  much  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  any  thing  which  occurred 
to  you  in  this  country  was  occasioned  by  any  feeling  of  irritation  on  my 
part,  or  any  thing  but  a  desire  to  uphold  the  discipline  and  subordination 
of  the  army. 

I  was  very  sorry  that  you  fell  the  victim  of  great  and  persevering  in- 
discretion and  misapplication  of  very  good  talents ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  you  are  sensible  of  your  error,  and  desirous  of  beginning  your 
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career  again  with  a  determination  to  avoid  the  conduct  in  future  which  has 
occasioned  your  misfortunef. 

It  is  quite  impossible  that  you  can  be  restored  to  your  rank  in  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  I  wish  you  would  consider  well,  whether,  at  your  time  of  life, 
with  your  talents  and  your  prospects  in  other  professions,  it  is  worth  your 
while  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  in  order  even- 
tually to  be  appointed  a  Comet,  thence  to  continue  to  rise  as  an  officer. 
At  dl  events,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  have  the  permission  of 
H«  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  serve  even  as  a  volunteer. 

J%t  AM.  to  CoL  Onrdon,  Q.M,G.  21ft  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  duly  laid  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  memorandum  con- 
taining a  representation  relative  to  Lieut  — ,  of  the  —  regt.,  as  also  the 
statement  I  nad  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you  yesterday  expressive  of  the 
harshness  of  Lieut  Col. towards  that  officer ;  in  reply  to  which,  I  have  re- 
ceived his  Excellency's  directions  to  observe,  that  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
—  regt.  has  no  right  to  order  Lieut  -^—  to  join,  if  he  be  attached  to  the 
Q.M.Q.*s  department  by  order  from  head  quarters.  I  have,  however,  to  convey 
his  Excellency's  opinion,  that  it  is  positively  contrary  to  the  King's  orders,  and 

has  not  been  the  practice,  except  in  the  cases  of  Lieut and  Lieut ,  to 

attach  officers  who  are  subalterns  to  the  Q.M.G.'s  department,  and  Lieut 

should  join  if  his  Commanding  officer  has  expressed  a  wish  to  that  effect  In 
regard  to  the  servant,  it  appears  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  a  point  of 
regimental  practice  and  order.     If  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  —  regt.  is   not 

u^ally  allowed  to  take  a  servant  with  him  from  the  regiment,  Lieut should 

not  have  taken  the  man  in  question ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  such  an  indulgence  is 
allowed  usually  in  the  •^,  it  strikes  his  Excellency  that  Lieut  Col.  - —  has 
been  harsh  towards  Lieut . 

To  Senker  Josi  Clementi.  Frenedi^  22d  Nov.  1812. 

In  regard  to  the  Capitad  Mor  of  Zibreira,  I  beg  that  you  will  tell  him 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  greatest  crime  of  which  any  individual  in 
modem  times  can  be  guilty ;  viz.,  he  has  aided  the  French  in  invading  his 
native  country,  in  which  they  committed  horrors  till  then  unheard  of:  it 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  his  countrymen  and  the  government  should 
be  much  displeased  with  him,  ^md  that  I  should  experience  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  persuading  them  to  pardon  him. 

I  can  undertake  this  difficult  task  upon  only  one  condition,  and  that  is, 
that  the  Capita5  Mor  shall  render  some  important  services  to  his  country 
and  her  cause.  I  know  that  he  is  a  person  trusted  and  employed  by  the 
enemy ;  and  if  he  will  give  me  early  and  accurate  intelligence  of  all  that 
comes  to  his  knowledge,  and  by  these  means  serve  bis  country,  I  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  his  pardon,  and  to  restore  him  to  the  bosom  of  his 
country;  otherwise  he  must  not  expect  that  I  shall  attempt  it. 

You  will  find  out  the  mode  of  transmitting  me  his  letter,  and  state  what 
the  messenger  should  be  paid,  which  I  will  invariably  pay. 

Memorandum  (pr  Capt  Todd  and  Lieut  Piper.  Ciudad  Bodrigo»  22d  Nov.  1812. 

Capt.  Todd  has  been  ordered  to  take  up  the  bridge  at  Almaraz,  and  to 
oarry  to  Bwinyit  or  £lvas  that  part  of  it  for  which  he  has  conveyance, 
and  to  destroy  that  part  for  which  he  has  not  conveyance.  It  is  concluded 
that  he  has  obeyed  ^ese  orders,  but  he  has  not  reported.     If  he  has  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  171 

obeyed  the  abore-mentioned  orders,  he  is  to  obej  them  forthwith.  If  he 
has  obeyed  them,  he  must  report 

Lieut  Piper  was  first  ordered  to  take  up  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  to 
proceed  with  it  to  Salamanca  as  soon  as  Gapt.  Todd's  bridge  should  be 
•ready. 

He  was  then  ordered  by  Lieut.  Head,*  on  the  6th  inst,  to  hah  on  the 
road  from  Ciudad  Eodrigo  to  Salamanca,  whenever  he  should  reach  that 
road.  He  was  then  ordered  on  the  12th  inst,  by  an  officer  of  Guides,  to 
proceed  directly  to  Badajoz,  if  the  order  should  find  him  south  of  the 
Tagus ;  or  directly  to  Castello  Branco,  if  the  order  should  meet  him  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Tagus. 

There  has  been  no  report  from  him  since  the  3l6t  of  last  month,  when 
Gapt  Todd's  bridge  was  not  ready,  and  he  had  not  of  course  received  the 
order  of  the  6th  inst  This  order  is  now  sent  to  him  by  the  south  of  the 
Tagus,  and  if  he  has  not  already  moved  from  the  Tagus,  he  is  to  move  upon 
the  receipt  hereof,  and  to  take  the  bridge  by  Badajoz  to  Elvas. 

TV)  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  WelMey,  K.B.  Giudad  Rodrigo,  tKM  How,  161S. 

I  enclose  copies  of  ray  last  dispatches  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  of  which  I 
request  you  to  communicate  such  parts  as  you  may  think  proper  to  the 
Spanish  government. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  R  Wdlfld^,  K.a  Ciudad  Rodriso^  32d  Nov.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Sec  of  State,  from  which  I  understand  that  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent  approves  of  my  acceptance  of  the  command  oi  the  Spanish  armies. 

I  request  you  therefore  to  signify  this  approbi^ion  to  the  Spanidi  govern- 
ment, and  to  request  them  to  signify  to  me  their  pleasure  respecting  the 
period  at  which  1  shall  take  upon  myself  the  command. 

To  the  Rt  Hm.  Sir  H.  Wdlaaey,  iLB.  Giudmd  Rodrigo,  iSd  Nor.  181X 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d.     I  perfectly  recollect  Sefior  de  la 

Vega  in  England,  and  I  entertained  a  great  respect  for  him ;  and  he  may 

depend  upon  it  that  I  shall  always  be  happy  tx>  forward  his  views  in  favor 

of  any  individual. 
I  shall  attend  to  his  wishes  in  favor  of  Senor  Aigfielles,  if  it  diottkL  ever 

fkll  in  my  way  to  be  of  use  to  him. 

To  tte  RL  Hon.  Sir  H.  WcUotley,  K.R  Ciudad  Rodrigo^  23d  Nov.  ISO. 

i  have  received  your  letten  to  the  12lh :  you  will  see  that  the  French 
are  excessively  strong,  and,  considering  how  we  are  composed,  more  than 
amateh  for  us.  We  suiered  a  good  deal  from  the  weather  on  the  march; 
and  our  troops  require  some  rest  and  refitting,  before  they  can  undertake 
any  active  operation  again.     I  am  sending  the  Galician  army  into  Galicjg, 

If  matton  remain  quiet,  I  think  I  should  do  acme  good  by  going  to  Cadiz 

for  a  littk  while,  and  I  have  some  thoughts  of  goiag  there.   Let  me  know 

as  «oon  as  yea  can,  v^ther  you  could  send  any  tiros  from  Cadiz  to  meet 

me  at  Badajoz  or  Merida,  and  on  the  road  £rom  those  places,  to  draw  m/ 

*  Now  Sir  Fhnoii  Head,  Bart.,  late  Ckrvemor  of  Uppv  Canada. 
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carriage.     This  would  greatly  facilitate  and  expedite  my  journey.     Dou't 
mention  to  any  body  that  I  have  thoughts  of  going  to  Cadiz. 

To  tbe  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wdledey,  K.B.  Ciadad  Rodrigo,  23d  Nor.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d,  regarding  clothing  for  Gen. 
Downie's  Legion. 

There  is  no  clothing  for  cavalry  at  Lisbon ;  but  I  will  order  clothing 
to  be  sent  to  Alcacer  do  Sal,  for  Gen.  Downie's  effective  strength  of 
trained  soldiers,  whenever  he  shall  signify  to  me  their  numbers. 

Tk0  A,Q.  to  Brig.  Gtn.  O'Lawlor,  Spam$k  mviot,  23d  Nor.  1812. 

In  transmitting  you  the  accompanying  communication,  I  have  received  his 
Excellency's  directions  to  request  you  wiS  write  to  the  Marques  del  Palacio,  ac- 
quainting him  how  very  much  obliged  the  Commander  of  die  Forces  feels  for  the 
notice  he  has  taken  of  the  irregularities  committed  by  the  party  in  Question,  and  for 
having  sent  the  officer  a  prisoner  to  Elvas.  His  Excellency  will  feel  additionally 
obliged  in  the  Marques  del  Palacio  specifically  stating  what  crime  the  officer  and 
party  committed,  and  what  evidence  tnere  is  of  it,  and  where  to  be  found,  in  order 
that  a  General  Court  Martial  may  be  assembled  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  alluded 
to.     You  will  be  pleased  to  return  the  enclosures,  being  originals. 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  23d  Nov.  1812. 

I  received  by  the  last  post  your  letter  of  the  27th  Oct.  When  one 
army  is  so  inferior  in  numbers  to  another  as  ours  is  to  the  French  army 
now  assembled  in  Castille,  its  operations  must  depend  in  a  great  degree 
upon  those  of  its  opponent  It  is  impossible  therefore  for  me  at  this 
period  to  point  out  what  line  I  shall  follow.  The  enemy  having  aban- 
doned Madrid,  and  having  given  up  all  their  communications  with  the 
north,  solely  with  a  view  to  collect  a  still  larger  force  against  us,  there  is 
no  diversion  which  would  answer  at  present  to  effect  an  alteration  in  our 
relative  numbers,  even  if  I  could  depend  upon  the  Spaniards  to  do  any  thing. 
Bilt  I  am  quite  in  despair  about  them.  The  only  man  among  them  who 
ever  did  any  thing  (Ballesteroe)  is  gone ;  and  I  am  apprehensive  that  it 
will  be  quite  impossible  to  employ  him  again.  But  even  he  never  did 
more  than  give  employment  for  a  short  period  to  one  or  at  most  two  divi- 
sions of  the  enemy's  army.  Then  there  is  another  circumstance  which 
tnust  be  attended  to,  and  that  is  the  situation  of  our  own  army.  It  has 
been  actively  employed  since  the  beginning  of  last  January,  and  requires 
rest.  The  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  in  particular  require  both 
that  and  good  food  and  care  during  the  winter ;  and  the  discipline  of  the 
infantry  requires  to  be  attended  to,  as  is  usual  in  all  armies  after  so  long  a 
campaign,  and  one  of  so  much  activity. 

I  believe  that  the  enemy  require  repose  as  much  if  not  more  than  we 
do ;  and  that  their  immense  numbers  are  rather  embarrassing  to  them  in 
a  country  already  exhausted.  But  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  they  do  not 
propose  to  penetrate  into  Portugal  this  winter.  I  hope  the  enterprise  will 
end  fatally  to  them ;  but  our  troops  will  suffer  a  good  deal  if  they  are  to 
have  a  winter  campaign,  and  if  the  weather  should  continue  as  severe  as  it 
has  been  since  the  15th  of  this  month. 

I  believe  that  I  have  underrated  rather  than  overrated  the  enemy's  force. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  178 

They  say  themselves  at  Salamanca  that  they  have  90,000  infantry  and 
14,000  cavalry ;  and  their  demand  for  provisions  from  the  country  is 
140,000  rations  daily.  I  think  they  have  90,000  met  altogether,  including 
from  10,000  to  12,000  cavalry.  The  morning  state  will  show  what  we 
have. 

It  is  not  easy  to  form  a  judgment  in  Spain  of  the  strength  of  the 
enemy's  armies.  The  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  to  exaggerate  their 
own  advantages  induces  the  hest  intendoned  among  them  to  deceive ;  and 
no  individual  will  ever  allow  that  the  French  have  more  men  than  he  has 
seen  himself.  The  numhers  of  the  army  now  in  Castille  have  been  stated 
to  me  at  15,000,  and  at  almost  every  number  from  15,000  to  90,000.  I 
have  never  found  myself  mistaken  in  my  estimate,  of  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  when  I  relied  upon  the  returns,  making  a  reasonable  abatement 
for  losses  during  the  period  elapsed  since  their  date.  The  only  occasion 
on  which  I  have  been  seriously  mistaken  was  at  Burgos,  when  I  relied 
upon  the  reports  of  the  country;  and  was  induced  to  believe  that  Sir  U. 
Popham's  operations  would  continue  to  give  employment  to  CaffarellL 
But  I  afterwards  found  that  the  ^  ArtnSe  de  Portugal '  had  been  very 
largely  reinforced  in  cavalry  as  well  as  in  infantry,  to  a  larger  amount 
even  than  I  stated  in  my  dispatch  to  Lord  Bathurst,  as  it  wsb  31  battalions 
instead  of  23,  sb  I  stated,  and  the  130th  regt.  There  were  besides 
two  divisions  of  infantry,  and  from  1000  to  1400  cavalry  of  the  army  of 
the  North ;  and  most  certainly  when  I  saw  the  whole  drawn  out  near 
Cigales,  they  were  not  less  than  45,000  men,  of  which  5000  were  cavalry. 
Soult  has  6  divisions  of  infantry,  and  16  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  gross 
numbers  of  his  army  last  April  were  65,000.  He  has  since  sustained  no 
great  loss  excepting  the  garrison  of  Badajoz,  5000  men.  But  I  strike  off 
from  his  gross  strength,  for  losses,  sickness,  and  men  on  his  strength  who 
were  employed  principally  in  the  siege .  of  Cadiz,  25,000  or  30,000,  in- 
cluding the  garrison  of  Badajoz;  and  I  believe  his  army  consists  of 
35,000  men,  of  which  from  4000  to  5000  are  cavalry.  The  army  of  the 
King,  when  it  quitted  Madrid  in  August,  was  from  20,000  to  22,000  men, 
including  Jturameniados^  and  an  Italian  division  belonging  to  Suchet's 
army,  under  Gen.  Palombini,  and  the  16th  regt.,  likewise  belonging  to 
Suchet  Supposing  the  King  to  have  lost  by  desertion,  or  to  have  sent 
away,  all  the  JurametUados^  and  that  the  troops  belonging  to  Suchet*s 
army  were  left  in  Valencia,  there  will  still  remain  the  French  troops  of 
the  King's  guard,  5000  men,  about  3500  more  French  and  German 
infantry  (I  know  the  numbers  of  the  regiments),  which  belong  to  the 
army  of  the  Centre,  and  from  2000  to  3000  good  French  cavalry.  I 
believe  all  this  put  together  will  amount  to  90,000  men.* 

What  are  our  prospects  against  this  army  ?  At  present  none  certainly. 
In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  green  forage  shall  appear,  I  shall  be  able  to 
take  the  field  with  a  very  large  British  and  Portuguese  force,  probably 
larger  than  we  have  yet  produced,  and  more  efficient  I  hope  in  cavalry 
and  artillery.  I  have  sent  the  army  of  Galicia  home ;  and  I  hope  ad- 
vantage will  be  taken  of  the  winter  to  do  something  with  them ;  but 
unless  some  changes  are  effected  I  shall  certainly  be  diaappointed.  There 
are  besides,  applicable  to  the  guerre  in  Castille,  the  Spanish  army  lately 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  YI. 
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under  the  command  of  Ballesterosy  and  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Elio. 

If  I  should  find  that  the  French  remain  quiet  during  the  winter,  I  pro- 
pose to  go  to  Cadiz  for  a  short  time,  to  endeavor  to  put  matters  upon  a 
better  footing,  at  least  as  far  as  regards  the  armies  of  Galicia,  and  that 
lately  under  the  command  of  Ballesteros,  which  must  be  brought  forward 
in  co-operation  with  us.  It  will  likewise  be  necessary  to  apprise  the 
government  of  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of  the  system  on  which  they 
have  been  acting  in  the  provinces  which  have  been  freed  from  the  enemy ; 
and  of  the  inefficiency  of  all  the  persons  selected  for  public  tirusts ;  and 
of  the  inconvenience  of  loading  the  resources  of  the  provinces  with  the 
maintenance  of  such  people.  It  is  useless  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with 
a  detail  of  these  facts ;  but  I  can  only  say  that,  if  I  cannot  by  the  exercise 
of  fair  influence  in  concert  with  my  brother  produce  some  alteration,  it  is 
quite  hopeless  to  continue  the  contest  in  the  Peninsula  with  the  view  of 
obliging  the  French  to  evacuate  it  by  force  of  arms.  After  this  detail  of 
facts,  your  Lordship  will  see  that  it  is  very  useless  to  trouble  you  with 
my  opinion  of  what  ought  to  be  done  after  the  French  shall  leave  the 
Peninsula,  more  particularly  as  I  have  already  communicated  that  opinion 
to  Lord  Bathurst. 

From  what  I  see  in  the  newspapers  I  am  much  afraid  that  the  public 
will  be  disappointed  at  tlie  result  of  the  last  campaign,  notwithstanding 
that  it  is  in  fact  the  most  successful  campaign  in  all  its  circumstances, 
and  has  produced  for  the  cause  more  important  results,  than  any  campaign 
in  which  a  British  army  has  been  engaged  for  the  last  century.  We 
have  taken  by  siege  Cludad  Rodrigo,  Badajoz,  and  Salamanca;  and  the 
Retiro  surrendered.  In  the  mean  time  t^e  allies  have  taken  Astorga, 
Ouadalazara,  and  Consuegra,  besides  other  places  taken  hy  Duran  and 
Sir  H.  Pophaxn.  In  the  months  elapsed  since  January  this  army  has  sent 
to  England  little  short  of  20,000  prisoners,  aad  they  have  taken  and 
destroyed  or  have  Aemselves  the  use  of  the  enemy's  arsenals  in  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  Badajoz,  Salamanca,  Valladolid,  Madrid,  Astorga,  Seville,  the 
iines  before  Cadiz,  &c. ;  and  upon  the  whole  we  have  taken  and  destroyed, 
or  we  now  possess,  little  short  of  3000  pieces  of  cannon.  The  siege  of 
Cadiz  has  been  raised,  and  all  the  countries  south  of  the  Tagos  have  been 
cleared  of  the  enemy. 

We  diould  have  retained  still  greater  advantages,  I  think,  and  should 
have  remaned  in  possession  of  Castille  and  Madrid  during  the  winter,  if 
f  could  have  taken  Burgos,  as  I  ought  early  in  October,  or  if  Ballesteros 
had  moved  upon  Alcaraz  as  he  was  ordered,  instead  pf  intriguing  for  his 
own  aggrandizement 

The  fault  of  which  I  was  guilty  in  the  expedition  to  Burgos  was,  not 
tiiat  I  undertook  the  x^ration  with  inadeqiu^e  means,  but  diat  i  took 
there  the  most  inexperienced  instead  of  the  best  troops.  I  left  at  Madrid 
the  3d,  4th,  and  Li^  divisions,  who  had  been  wi&  myself  always  befww  { 
and  I  brought  with  me  that  were  good  the  Ist  division,  and  they  were  in» 
experienced.  In  fact  ihe  troops  omgbt  to  have  carried  the  eixterior  line 
by  escalade  on  the  first  trial  on  the  22d  Sept ;  and  if  they  had,  we  had 
means  sufficient  to  take  the  plaoe.     Tbey  did  not  take  the  line  because 
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-—  ■  ■,  the  field  officer  who  commanded,  did  that  which  is  too  com- 
mon in  our  armj.  He  paid  no  attention  to  his  orden,  notwithstanding 
the  pains  I  took  in  writing  them,  and  in  reading  and  explaining  them  to 
him  twice  over.  He  made  none  of  the  dispositions  ordered ;  and  instead 
of  regulating  the  attack  as  he  ought,  he  rushed  on  as  if  he  had  been  the 
leader  of  a  forlorn  hope,  and  fell,  together  with  many  of  those  who  went 
with  him.  He  had  my  instructions  in  his  pocket;  and  as  the  French  got 
possession  of  his  body,  and  were  made  acquainted  with  the  plan,  ike 
attack  could  never  be  repeated.  When  he  fell,  nobody  having  received 
orders  what  to  do,  nobody  could  give  any  to  the  troops.  I  was  in  the 
trenches,  however,  and  ordered  them  to  withdraw.  Our  time  and  ammu- 
nition were  then  expended,  and  our  guns  destroyed,  in  taking  this  line ; 
than  which  at  former  sieges  we  had  taken  many  stronger  by  assault. 

I  see  that  a  disposilion  already  exists  to  blame  the  government  for  the 
fidlure  of  the  siege  of  Burgos.  The  government  had  nothing  to  say  to 
the  siege.  It  was  entirely  my  own  act  In  r^ard  to  means,  there  were 
ample  means  both  at  Madrid  and  at  Santander  for  the  siege  of  the 
strongest  fortress.  That  which  was  wanting  at  both  places  was  means  of 
transporting  ordnance  and  military  stores  to  the  place  where  it  was  dcr 
sirable  to  use  them.  The  people  of  England,  so  happy  as  they  are  in 
every  respect,  so  rich  in  resources  of  every  description,  having  the  use  of 
such  excellent  roads,  Ac,  will  not  readily  believe  that  important  results 
here  frequently  depend  upon  50  or  60  mules  more  or  less,  or  a  few  bun- 
dles of  straw  to  feed  them ;  but  the  fact  is  so,  notwithstanding  their 
incredulity.  I  could  not  find  means  of  moving  even  one  gun  from 
Madrid.  —  Ib  a  gentleman  who  piques  himself  upon  his  overcoming 
all  difficulties.  He  knows  the  length  of  time  it  took  to  find  transport 
even  for  about  100  barrels  of  powder,  and  a  few  hundred  thousand  rounds 
of  musket  ammunition,  which  he  sent  us.  As  for  the  2  guns  which  he 
endeavored  to  send,  I  was  obliged  to  send  our  own  cattle  to  draw  them ; 
and  we  felt  great  inconvenience  from  tbe  want  of  those  cattle  in  the  sub- 
sequent movements  of  the  army. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C  Stuart,  K3.  Freneda,  26th  Nor.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  His  Majesty's  government  have 
sent  from  England  a  certain  sum  of  money  in  guineas  for  the  payment  of 

G.  O.  Freneda,  t6(h  Nov.  181S. 

3.  It  if  very  dentable  that  the  General  officen  of  die  army,  and  tbe  Commandiiig  oflBoen 
of  regimeDti  of  caralry  and  infantry,  ihould  endearor  to  economiae  the  fora^  and  other 
retonrces  ot  the  country,  otherwise  they  must  expect  that  the  troops  and  horses  will  suffer 
very  serious  priratioBS  during  the  winter. 

4.  The  Ckminiander  of  the  Forces  has  taken  the  nteoantkn  of  having  the  grass  mowed  and 
saved  as  hay  in  many  parts  of  the  country  in  which  the  troops  are  now  or  may  be  cantoned, 
which  resource  is  ample  for  the  food  of  all  the  animals  at  the  army  during  the  winter,  if 
duly  taken  care  of  and  distributed  under  tbe  regnlalians  of  tbe  senrioa. 

5.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  sorry  to  leam,  however,  that  much  of  what  was 
thus  provided  in  this  part  of  the  country  has  been  alreadv  wasted  or  trampled  upon  and 
destroyed,  and  in  particular  35,000  rations  cf  hay,  which  were  at  Espeja,  and  of  which 
Lieut took  possession,  has  been  destroyed. 

6.  He  entreats  the  attention  of  the  Geneial  officers  and  Commanding  officers  of  regiments 
to  these  orders,  as  they  relate  not  only  to  the  hay  provided  by  the  orders  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces,  but  to  tbe  forage  and  o&ier  resources  of  the  country. 
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His  Majesty'!  troops,  which  guineas  I  propose  should  he  issued  to  the 
troops  at  their  current  value  in  England,  viz.,  each  at  the  rate  of  one 
pound  one  shilling  sterling. 

Dollars  are  now  issued  to  the  troops  each  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6d,  sterling, 
which  is  the  Mint  price  in  England ;  and  the  guinea  will  therefore,  in 
reference  to  dollars,  he  worth  four  dollars  and  four-sixths  of  a  dollar. 

The  dollar  has  heen  stated  hy  an  edict  of  the  Portuguese  government 
to  he  worth  800  rets  metal ;  and  the  guinea,  by  the  same  rule,  ought  to  be 
worth  3733  reis  metal. 

I  have  so  frequently  failed  in  the  applications  which  I  have  had  occasion 
to  make  to  the  Portuguese  government  for  their  interposition  for  the  re- 
lief or  convenience  of  His  Majesty's  service,  that  I  hesitate  in  requesting 
you  to  apply  to  the  government  to  issue  a  decree  fixing  this  value  as  that . 
of  the  guinea  in  reference  to  the  Portuguese  currency;  but  it  is  so  de- 
sirable tliat  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  on  this  subject,  that  I 
venture  to  solicit  you  to  request  the  Portuguese  government  to  &x  the 
current  rate  of  the  guinea  in  Portugal  at  3733  reis  metaL 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  25th  Not.  1812. 

The  greater  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  which  had  crossed  the  Tonnes, 
have  retired  across  that  river,  and  it  is  reported  have  directed  their  march 
towards  the  Duero.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  King  is  gone  to  fix  his 
quarters  at  Yalladolid,  and  that  those  of  Marshal  Soult  are  to  be  at  Sala- 
manca. 

A  part  of  the  troops  which  had  moved  to  the  Huebra  returned  towards 
Salamanca,  and  others  which  had  advanced  to  Tamames  returned  to  the 
Tormes  and  towards  the  Escurial  by  Los  Santos.  The  road  to  the  Puerto 
de  BaSos  passes  by  that  place,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  enemy  are  about 
to  march  that  way ;  but  I  have  no  reason  for  giving  credit  to  this  report 

I  must  admit,  however,  that  I  have  lately  received  but  little  intelligence 
from  the  country.  The  decree  of  the  Cortes,  which  required  every  per- 
son to  justify  his  conduct  who  had  remained  in  the  country  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  has  obliged  many  who  were  heretofore  instrumental  in  ac- 
quiring and  transmitting  intelligence,  to  fly  from  their  homes,  lest  they 
should  be  punished  by  the  enemy ;  and  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  esta- 
blish fresh  channels  of  communication. 

The  army  are  cantoned  on  both  banks  of  the  Upper  Agueda,  and  be- 
tween the  Agueda  and  Coa ;  and  I  propose  to  extend  the  cantonments  still 
farther,  when  I  shall  be  certain  of  the  enemy's  destination.  Many  men 
who  were  missing  have  returned  to  their  regiments ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  several  who  had  straggled  from  their  regiments,  and  strayed  be- 
hind, have  died  from  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  want 
of  food  which  they  experienced,  all  the  villages  having  been  plundered, 
by  the  soldiers  who  first  passed  to  the  hospitals,  and  abandoned  by  the  inha- 
bitants. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Freneda,  2dth  Nov.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  29th  Oct.,  enclosing 
one  from  Sir  C.  Stuart  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  of  the  3d  Oct.  in  regard  to 
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kn  arrangement  which  had  been  made  between  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
govemmentSy  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  of  the  latter  with  provisions 
and  forage  from  the  Royal  magazines  in  Spain,  upon  which  you  are  de- 
sirous of  having  my  opinion. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  understand  from .  Sir  C.  Stuart's  letter  precisely 
what  was  intended  by  the  arrangement,  excepting  that  the  Portuguese 
government  should  have  a  plausible  excuse  for  not  sending  money  to  pro- 
vide for  the  supply  of  their  troops  in  Spain ;  as  I  observe  that  Sir  C. 
Stuart  includes  meat  in  the  arrangement 

The  fact  is,  that  there  are  no  Royal  magazines  in  Spain,  and  the  crown 
possesses  no  cattle  whatever. 

The  crown  of  Spain  does  possess  certain  estates  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  has  a  right  to  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  certain  other 
estates;  and  when  I  entered  Spain  in  the  month  of  June  last,  I  agreed 
with  the  Spanish  authorities  that  the  rent  of  these  estates  and  the  dues  to 
the  Crown  should  be  received  in  kind,  and  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
British  Commissariat,  at  the  current  price  of  the  day,  in  such  proportions 
as  were  not  required  by  the  Spanish  armies. 

We  did  receive  some  supplies  under  this  arrangement  during  the  cam- 
paign, and  the  Portuguese  army  likewise  :  the  account  is  now  in  a  train 
of  settlement ;  and  the  value  of  what  was  received  will  be  payable  to  the 
Spanish  government. 

It  will  probably  be  difficult  to  distinguish  what  was  received  by  the 
Portuguese  troops  from  the  estates  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  from  what  was 
delivered  to  them  from  other  sources,  and  to  be  accounted  for  as  subsidy; 
and  it  may  not  be  possible  to  allow  what  they  have  received  from  the 
crown  of  Spain  to  be  carried  to  account  against  the  supposed  debt  of  the 
Spanish  to  the  Portuguese  government. 

I  say  supposed  debt,  because  in  point  of  fact,  since  the  year  1810  inclu- 
sively, the  burthen  and  expense  of  feeding  all  Spanish  detachments  which 
have  passed  through  Portugal,  have  fallen  upon  the  British  Commissariat 
I  believe  therefore  that  if  there  exists  any  account  or  any  debt  from  one 
government  to  the  other,  the  Portuguese  government  is  the  debtor. 

At  all  events,  as  the  supplies  received  from  the  estates  of  the  crown  of 
Spain,  by  the  Portuguese  departments,  probably  first  passed  through  the 
British  Commissariat,  it  will  be  reasonable  that  if  the  British  Commis- 
sariat should  be  obliged  to  pay  for  them,  their  value  should  be  carried 
against  the  British  subsidy  to  Portugal. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  26th  Nor.  1813. 

I  enclose  some  good  news.  From  all  accounts  I  judge  that  the  enemy 
are  not  moving  by  Baiios,  but  are  crossing  the  Tormes,  and  I  have  com- 
menced the  movements  of  my  troops,  and  I  have  desired  the  Q.  M.  G.  to 
write  to  you  to  recommend  that  you  should  commence  yours,  in  order  to 
take  up  your  cantonments  in  the  province  of  Coria,  through  the  Pass  of 
Perales. 

I  have  desired  the  officer  to  return  to  Alcantara  with  the  bridge,  and 
you  will  send  him  your  orders  to  lay  it ;  if  you  should  like  to  use  it,  you 
must  give  him  a  day's  notice  of  your  wanting  it 

VOL.  VI.  N 
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The  Alagon  and  Tietar  are  good  barriers  for  your  front,  but  jou  diould 
observe  well  what  passes  on  the  north  side  of  the  Puerto  de  Banos.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  onlj  one  bridge  on  the  Alagon  at  Monte  Hermoso. 

P.S.  I  believe  the  9th  light  dragoons  should  be  sent  towards  Elvas, 
and  probably  the  Portuguese  dragoons  likewise,  but  I  shall  bear  from  you 
on  this  subject 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stnaft,  K.B.  Frenecb,  a6th  Nor.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst 

If  Capt.  Mackenzie  is  unable  to  perform  the  duty  with  which  he  is 
charged,  another  officer  shall  be  appointed  to  perform  it.  I  shall  make 
inquiry  on  the  subject. 

I  never  yet  applied  to  the  Portuguese  government  to  make  any  arrange- 
ment to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business  by  the  departments  of  tiliis 
army,  that  they  did  not  create  difficulties. 

In  regard  to  the  duties  on  com,  the  facts  are  just  these.  The  Com- 
missary purchases  com  with  his  bills  upon  the  Treasury,  with  the  condi- 
tion that  the  bills  shall  not  be  negotiated  at  Lisbon.  He  can  continue 
this  practice,  and  can  insist  on  the  condition,  if  the  duties  on  the  com  are 
.  remitted.  If  they  are  to  be  paid,  he  must  either  give  some  money  from 
the  chest,  or  he  must  allow  a  part  of  the  bills  to  be  discounted  at  Lisbon, 
otherwise  the  seller  of  the  com  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  pay  the  duties. 

There  is  another  reason  also  why  I  wish  that  the  people  of  the  com 
market  at  Lisbon  should  have  nothing  to  say  to  our  concerns.  Experience 
has  taught  me  to  entertain  the  worst  opinion  of  every  description  of  Por- 
tuguese employ^j  and  I  think  it  desirable  that  those  in  the  com  market 
should  not  have  that  knowledge  which  the  payment  of  these  duties  would 
give  them  of  the  state  of  our  stores.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  it  is  that  of  the 
Commissary  Gen.,  that  the  possession  of  this  knowledge  would  very  ma- 
terially affect  prices  in  our  dealings  with  the  importers  of  com,  from  time 
to  time. 

This  last  reason  may  be  imaginary,  but  the  first  is  conclusive ;  and  if 
the  government  don't  agree  to  give  up  the  duties,  I  must  refer  the  subject 
to  His  Majesty's  govemment. 

Tkt  A.G.  to  Una,  GtH,  HamHicm,  Pcrtt/gtrnt  divuiom,  Mth  Nor.  181X 

Tlie  object  of  the  daily  state  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  completely 
defeated,  from  the  states  in  some  of  the  divisions  of  the  army  being  so  long  in 
arrear.  In  that  which  was  presented  to  his  Excellency  this  momine,  no  state 
appears  received  from  the  Portuguese  division  under  your  command  since  the  3d 
inst.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  you  will  call  upon  those  officers  with  whom  this 
inattention  arises,  in  order  that  further  steps  maybe  tak^n  to  enforce  obedience  to 
the  orders  issued. 

To  Lieut  G«i.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart,  K.a  Freneda,  «7th  Nor.  1812, 10  p.m. 

I  was  about  to  write  to  you  last  night,  to  tell  you  that  I  had  ordered  the 
troops  to  their  cantonments,  and  to  request  you  to  come  over  here  for  a 
day,  on  your  way  to  Lisbon.     I  find,  however,  that  I  am  too  late. 

We  can't  take  the  field  in  this  part  of  the  country  till  the  end  of  April, 
or  beginning  of  May.     We  may  bo  obliged  to  take  it  earlier  to  the  south- 
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ward.  However,  I  hope  that  when  we  shall  take  the  field,  it  will  be  in 
great  strength  and  condition. 

There  are  various  cavalry  arrangements  upon  whidi  I  wished  to  speak 
to  you ;  but  I  must  now  talk  them  over  with  Elley,  whom  I  shall  send 
for  to  come  here  for  a  few  days. 

I  shall  write  to  Adm.  Martin  to  give  you  a  passage.  Widiing  you  a 
pleasant  voyage,  and  the  early  re-establishment  of  your  health,  and  that  I 
may  soon  have  the  benefit  of  your  assistance  again,  believe  me,  &c. 

A  M.  Ia  Fond,  A.  D.  C.  du  G6n.  Maucune.    An  Qnartier  G^n^ral,  ce  27  Nor.  1812. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  23  Nov.,  et  je  prendrai  des  mesures 
pour  que  la  demoiselle  Hemavissa  Isidro,  prise  par  les  troupes  de  Don  J. 
Sanchez,  puisse  rentrer  k  Salamanque  chez  ses  parens. 

To  Capt.  Gen.  the  Duque  dd  Parque.  Fnneda,  27th  Nor.  1812. 

Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  has  communicated  to  me  the  letter  addressed  to  him 
by  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  4th  army  on  the  10th  inst,  from  which  I 
learn  that  the  4th  army,  under  the  command  of  your  Excellency,  was 
likely  to  arrive  at  Val-de-penas  on  the  17th  inst 

From  the  last  letter  from  Gen.  Vives,  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
4th  army  would  not  pass  Jaen. 

I  have  now  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  enemy  having  assembled 
on  the  Tormes  the  whole  of  the  disposable  force  of  the  army  of  the  North,  of 
the  ^ArmSe  de  Portugal,*  and  of  the  armies  of  the  Centre  and  of  the  South, 
under  King  Joseph,  and  having  crossed  that  river  on  the  14th  inst,  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  retiring,  and  I  crossed  the  Agueda  on  the  19th  inst. 

The  enemy  have  since  withdrawn  across  the  Tormes,  and  a  part  of  their 
forces  have  withdrawn  towards  the  Duero ;  but  the  army  of  the  South, 
and  I  believe  the  army  of  the  Centre,  have  moved  towards  the  Tagus,  and 
it  is  probable  will  cross  that  river. 

I  apprise  your  Excellency  of  this  circumstance,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  prepared  to  withdraw  into  the  Sierra ;  and  to  take  such  position  with 
the  troops  under  your  command  as  will  enable  you  to  subsist  them  with 
facUity  during  the  winter,  at  the  same  time  that  you  will  be  out  of  reach 
of  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  Gen.  Elio,  with  that  part  of  the  2d  and  3d  armies 
which  is  disposable,  should  keep  in  communication  with  your  Excellency, 
and  that  those  troops  should,  equally  with  those  under  the  command  of 
your  Excellency,  keep  themselves  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  enter- 
prises during  the  winter. ' 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  at  this  distance,  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency 
more  tium  a  general  principle  for  your  operations.  On  a  future  occasion 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  more  fully. 

I  enclose  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  Gen.  Elio,* 
which  I  request  your  Excellency  to  peruse,  and  beg  you  to  forward,  with 
a  copy  of  this  letter. 

To  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Foratf.  Frcneda,  27th  Nor.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  a  letter  hem  CoL  Darling  of  the  22d 
*  MifliiDg  from  the  drafts  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington*!  papeit. 
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Oct.,  enclosing  one  from  Major of  the  —  regt.,  referring  to  a  prior 

conversation  on  the  wants  of  the  2d  batt.  —  regt.  of  officers,  and  requiring 
that  the  Captains  of  the  —  regt.  belonging  to  the  2d  batt.,  and  doing  duty 
with  the  Ist  batt.  in  this  country,  should  be  ordered  to  join  the  2d  batt. 
in  England. 

Major         ■  forgot  to  mention,  either  in  the  letter  or  the  conversation, 

that  according  to  the  return  of  the  24th  Oct,  there  are  2  Captains, 

and ,  belonging  to  the  Ist  batt.  —  regt.,  doing  duty  with 

the  2d  batt.     There  were  8  Captains,  including  Capts.  and  , 

belonging  to  the  2d  batt.,  12  Lieutenants,  and  4  Ensigns,  doing  duty  with 
the  1st  batt.  —  regt,  according  to  the  last  returns. 

There  are  not  too  many  officers  doing  duty  with  any  regiment  in  this 
army ;  but  of  all  regiments,  from  what  I  have  seen  lately  of  the  state  of 
its  discipline,  I  should  consider  the  —  least  able  to  spare  any  officers ;  and 
I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  His  Majesty's  regulation  in 
regard  to  the  relief  of  the  officers  of  a  battalion  on  service  should  be  en- 
forced in  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  2d  batt.  —  regt,  serving  with  the 

1st  batt  in  this  country,  before  Capts.  and  are  allowed  to 

depart  from  the  1st  batt. 

To  Officers  commandiDg  Divisions  and  Brigmdcs.  Freneda,  28th  Nor.  1813. 

I  have  ordered  the  army  into  cantonments,  in  which  I  hope  that  cir- 
cumstances will  enable  me  to  keep  them  for  some  time,  during  which  the 
troops  will  receive  their  clothing,  necessaries,  &c.,  which  are  already  in 
progress  by  different  lines  of  communication  to  the  several  divisions  and 
brigades. 

But  besides  these  objects,  I  must  draw  your  attention  in  a  very  par- 
ticular manner  to  the  state  of  discipline  of  the  troops.  The  discipline  of 
every  army,  after  a  long  and  active  campaign,  becomes  in  some  degree 
relaxed,  and  requires  the  utmost  attention  on  the  part  of  the  General  and 
other  officers  to  bring  it  back  to'  the  state  in  which  it  ought  to  be  for  ser- 
vice ;  but  I  am  concerned  to  have  to  observe  that  the  army  under  my 
command  has  fallen  off  in  this  respect  in  the  late  campaign  to  a  greater 
degree  than  any  army  with  which  I  have  ever  served,  or  of  which  I  have 
ever  read.  Yet  this  army  has  met  with  no  disaster ;  it  has  suffered  no 
privations  which  but  trifling  attention  on  the  part  of  the  officers  could  not 
have  prevented,  and  for  which  there  existed  no  reason  whatever  in  the 
nature  of  the  service ;  nor  has  it  suffered  any  hardships  excepting  those 
resulting  from  the  necessity  of  being  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather  at  a  moment  when  they  were  most  severe. 

It  must  be  obvious  however  to  every  officer,  that  from  the  moment  the 
troops  commenced  their  retreat  from  Uie  neighbourhood  of  Burgos  on  the 
one  hand,  and  from  Madrid  on  the  other,  the  officers  lost  all  command 
over  their  men.  Irregularities  and  outrages  of  all  descriptions  were  com- 
mitted with  impunity,  and  losses  have  been  sustained  which  ought  never 
to  have  occurr^.  Yet  the  necessity  for  retreat  existing,  none  was  ever 
made  on  which  the  troops  had  such  short  marches ;  none  on  which  they 
made  such  long  and  repeated  halts ;  and  none  on  which  the  retreating 
armies  were  so  little  pressed  on  their  rear  by  the  enemy^ 
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We  must  look  therefore  for  the  existing  evils,  and  for  the  situation  in 
which  we  now  find  the  army,  to  some  cause  besides  those  resulting  from 
the  operations  in  which  we  have  been  engaged. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  these  evils  to  the  habitual  inattention 
of  the  officers  of  the  regiments  to  their  duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  standing 
regulations  of  the  service,  and  by  the  orders  of  this  army. 

I  am  far  from  questioning  the  zeal,  still  less  the  gallantry  and  spirit,  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  if  their  minds  can 
be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  minute  and  constant  attention  to  under- 
stand, recollect,  and  carry  into  execution  the  orders  which  have  been 
issued  for  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  that  the  strict  performance 
of  this  duty  is  necessary  to  enable  the  army  to  serve  the  country  as  it 
ought  to  be  served,  they  will  in  future  give  their  attention  to  these  points. 

Unfortunately  the  inexperience  of  the  officers  of  the  army  has  induced 
many  to  consider  that  the  period  during  which  an  army  is  on  service  is 
one  of  relaxation  from  all  rule,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  the  period  during 
which  of  all  others  every  rule  for  the  regulation  and  control  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  soldier,  for  ^e  inspection  and  care  of  his  arms,  ammunition, 
accoutrements,  necessaries,  and  field  equipments,  and  his  horse  and  horse 
appointments ;  for  the  receipt  and  issue  and  care  of  his  provisions ;  and 
the  regulation  of  all  that  belongs  to  his  food  and  the  forage  for  his  horse, 
must  be  most  strictly  attended  to  by  the  officers  of  his  company  or  troop, 
if  it  is  intended  that  an  army,  a  British  army  in  particular,  shall  be 
brought  into  the  field  of  battle  in  a  state  of  efficiency  to  meet  the  enemy 
on  the  day  of  trial. 

These  are  the  points  then  to  which  I  most  earnestly  intreat  you  to  turn 
your  attention,  and  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  regiments  under 
your  command,  Portuguese  as  well  as  English,  during  the  period  in  which 
it  may  be  in  my  power  to  leave  the  troops  in  their  cantonments.  The 
Commanding  officers  of  regiments  must  enforce  the  orders  of  the  army 
regarding  the  constant  inspection  and  superintendence  of  the  officers  over 
the  conduct  of  the  men  of  their  companies  in  their  cantonments ;  and  they 
must  endeavor  to  inspire  the  non-commissioned  officers  with  a  sense  of 
their  situation  and  authority ;  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  must  be 
forced  to  do  their  duty  by  being  constantly  under  the  view  and  super- 
intendence of  the  officers.  By  these  means  the  frequent  and  discreditable 
recourse  to  the  authority  of  the  provost,  and  to  punishments  by  the  sen- 
tence of  courts  martial,  will  be  prevented,  and  the  soldiers  will  not  dare 
to  commit  the  offences  and  outrages  of  which  there  are  too  many  com- 
plaints, when  they  well  know  that  their  officers  and  their  non-commissioned 
officers  have  their  eyes  and  attention  turned  towards  them. 

The  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  must  likewise  enforce  the  orders 
of  the  army  regarding  the  constant,  real  inspection  of  the  soldiers'  arms, 
ammunition,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries,  in  order  to  prevent  at  all 
times  the  shameful  waste  of  ammunition,  and  the  sale  of  that  article  and 
of  the  soldiers'  necessaries.  With  this  view  both  should  be  inspected 
daily. 

In  regard  to  the  food  of  the  soldier,  I  have  frequently  observed  and 
lamented,  in  the  late  campaign,  ihe  facility  and  celerity  with  which  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19%  MRTUGAL. 

French  soldiers  cooked  in  comparison  with  those  of  our  army.  The  cause 
of  this  disadvantage  is  the  same  with  that  of  every  other  description,  the 
want  of  attention  of  the  officers  to  the  orders  of  the  army,  and  the  conduct 
of  their  men,  and  the  consequent  want  of  authority  over  their  conduct. 
Certain  men  of  each  company  should  he  appointed  to  cut  and  hring  in 
wood,  others  to  fetch  water,  and  others  to  get  the  meat,  &c  to  he  cooked ; 
and  it  would  soon  be  found  that  if  this  practice  were  daily  enforced,  and 
a  particular  hour  for  seeing  the  dinners,  and  for  the  men  dining,  named, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  equally  as  for  parade,  that  cooking  would  no  longer 
require  the  inconvenient  length  of  time  which  it  has  lately  been  found  to 
take,  and  that  the  soldiers  would  not  be  exposed  to  the  privation  of  their 
food  at  the  moment  at  which  the  army  may  be  engaged  in  operations  with 
the  enemy. 

You  will  of  course  give  your  attention  to  the  field  exercise  and  disci- 
pline of  the  troops.  It  if  very  desirable  that  the  soldiers  should  not  lose 
the  habits  of  marching,  and  the  division  should  march  10  or  12  miles 
twice  in  each  week,  if  the  weather  should  permit,  and  the  roads  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  cantonments  of  the  division  should  be  dry. 

But  I  repeat  that  the  great  object  of  the  attention  of  the  General  and 
Field  officers  must  be  to  get  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  regiments 
to  understand  and  perform  the  duties  required  from  them,  as  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  army  can  be  restored 
and  maintained  during  the  next  campaign. 

Au  Ginfral  le  Baron  Maucune.  Au  Quartier  G6ii£ia],  ce  39  Nor.  1813. 

Je  viens  d'avoir  I'honneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  25 ;  et  je  vous 
0018  bien  oblige  des  bont^  que  vous  avez  eues  pour  le  G<hi.  Paget 

J'envoie  mon  aide  de  eamp.  Col.  Gordon,  pour  recevoir  lee  lettres  que 
vous  voulez  m'emyojef}  et  je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  savoir  la  somme 
d'argent  que  vous  avez  avanc^  au  Q4in,  Paget,  afin  que  je  prenne  des 
mesures  pour  vous  la  r^idre. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Fieneda,  3901  Now.  181X 

I  have  desired  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  send  to  Coru&a  5000  suits  of 
clothing  for  the  use  of  the  corps  of  Spanish  troops  imd^  Gen.  Porlier ; 
and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  provide  a  ship  for  the  con* 
veyance  of  this  equipment  to  that  port. 

7Ib  A.G.  to  Una,  Col,  Keano,  60M  /bo/,  ^ddkntum,  39th  Ncr.  1813. 

Tour  letter  addressed  to  the  Militarv  Sec.  relative  to  Lieut. ,  of  the  -* 

regt,  has  been  referred  to  me;  and  I  have  received  his  Excellency's  directions 
to  acquaint  you,  that  in  consequence  of  that  officer's  neglect  of  duty  when  in 
charge  of  a  detachment  on  route  to  the  army,  a  General  Court  Martial  will  be 
ordered  to  investigate  the  circumstances,  so  soon  as  the  same  can  he  conveniently 
assembled.     I  have,  accordingly,  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  charges  under  which 

Lieut. is  to  be  tried,  and  request  that  officer  may  be  placed  in  arrest,  pre* 

paratory  to  his  trial  being  entered  on. 

To  Gen.  Vivflf,  GoTcmor  of  Ciadad  Rodiigo.  Freneda,  30th  Nov.  1813. 

I  have  sent  to  Don  Carlos  de  Espafia  a  warrant  for  the  sum  of  23,292 
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dollars,  being  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  and*  troops  under  the  command 
of  Don  Carlos  de  Espana  and  yourself,  for  the  month  of  August ;  and  another 
warrant  for  the  sum  of  9,128  dollars,  being  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  division  of  Don  Carlos,  and  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  for  the  month  of  September.  I  have  sent  this  last  in  order  to 
enable  the  officers  to  equip  themselves  as  they  ought  to  be. 

I  have  continued  to  advance  this  money,  notwithstanding  that  I  have  no 
scruple  in  declaring  that  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  troops  composing  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  par- 
ticularly in  respect  to  the  mode  of  performing  the  duties  which  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  perform,  in  escorting  prisoners,  &c. 

I  hope  that  such  transactions  will  not  occur  again ;  and  that  when  I 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
which  I  propose  to  do  at  an  early  period,  I  shall  find  all  the  troops  in  a 
good  stale  of  discipline,  and  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  clothing  in 
good  order. 

I(  is  niy  opinion  that  the  whole  of  Don  Carlos*  division  ought  now  to 
be  in  the  garrison  and  suburbs  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  that  there  should  ^ 

d.  O.  FraMda,  tOtfa  No?.  ISlt. 

1.  The  Oommaiider  of  the  Foroei  ham  directed  that  thoee  non-commianoiied  officen  and 
■oldien  of  the  infiuitrj  and  artiUery  who  were  pweent  at  the  liege  of  Burffoi,  and  thoee  who 
were  present  with  their  regimenti  in  Spain,  between  the  15th  and  19th  Nov.,  aa  well  Poi^ 
tugoete  as  English,  shall  receive  a  pair  of  shoes  gratis  from  the  Commissarj. 

3.  The  officers  commanding  regiments  will  accordingly  make  requisitions  for  these 


8.  Many  soldiers  are  probably  already  provided  with  the  required  quantity  of  shoes :  the 
officers  commanding  regiments  will  make  a  list  of  the  names  of  these  soldiers,  and  will 
h»re  this  list  lodged  with  the  Paymaster  Gen.,  in  satisfkction  of  the  demand  of  the  Com- 
missary Gen.,  for  as  many  pairs  of  shoes  last  delivered  to  the  regiment  as  there  will  be 
names  in  the  list. 

4.  The  soldiers  whose  names  will  be  in  these  lists,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  a  pair  of 
shoes  each  man  last  received  by  them  finom  the  Commissary,  in  their  accounts  with  the  Cap- 
tun  of  their  company. 

5.  Of  coufse  the  requisitions  for  shoes  under  this  order  are  not  to  include  the  names  of 
those  who  will  be  included  in  the  lists  adverted  to  in  Nos.  3  and  4. 

6.  The  shoes  which  will  be  required  under  these  orders,  will  be  delivered  between  this 
time  and  the  1st  Feb.  next 

7.  The  Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  has  received  directions  to  pay  the  balances  due  to  the 
regiments  on  their  estimates  to  the  d4th  Aug.,  and  the  Paymasters  of  regiments  will  attend 
him  accordingly ;  those  of  regiments  in  this  Light  division  and  Gen.  Alten*s  cavalry,  on 
die  3d  Dec ;  those  of  regiments  in  the  Sd  and  4th  divisions,  on  the  4th  and  5th  Dec ; 
thoee  of  regiments  in  the  7th  division,  on  the  6th  Dec. ;  and  in  the  6th  and  1st  divisions, 
Gen.  Bock*s,  Gen.  Ponsonby*s  and  Gen.  Anson^s  cavalry,  on  the  7th  and  8tfa  Dec. 

8.  Money  will  be  transmitted  to  die  Assist  Paymaster  Gen.  with  lient  Gen.  Hill,  to 
enable  him  to  make  payment  to  the  troops  under  die  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill, 
to  the  same  period. 

9.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  that  the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  will 
give  particular  directions  to  the  officers  commanding  companies  to  complete  the  men  under 
their  command  with  necessaries  upon  the  receipt  of  the  balances  due  on  the  estimates  to 
the  Mth  Aug. 

10.  The  Commander  of  die  Forces  desires  that  when  the  troops  will  arrive  in  the  can- 
tonmnts  to  which  they  are  now  marching,  a  regimental  hospital  may  be  established  for 
each  regiment,  to  which  the  sick  may  be  sent  belonging  to  each  regiment 

11.  Dr.  MKSrigor  will  transmit  directions  respectmg  the  removal  ofdiosi  who  may 
require  it  to  general  ho^iital. 

16,  Great  inconvenience  arising  in  consequence  of  surgeons  leaving  their  regiments  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  into  the  miUtary  chest  the  hospital  surpluses,  or  receiving  therefrom 
the  amount  of  deficienoies,  it  is  directed  in  future,  that  the  Paymaster  shall  settle  their 
aooaunfts  at  the  time  they  receive  the  subsistence  of  their  respective  regiments. 
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10  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  piece  of  ordnance  in  the  outworks; 
that  there  should  be  an  officer  and  20  men  in  each  of  them  every  night ; 
and  an  in-line  piquet  in  the  fort  of  200  men  every  day,  in  readiness  to 
move  to  any  point  which  may  be  threatened. 

The  officers  on  guard  in  the  outworks  must  have  orders  to  hold  their 
posts  to  the  last  extremity. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  Freueda,  30th  Nov.  1812. 

I  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  till  last  night.  The  fact  is, 
that  by  some  means  or  other  the  precaution  which  I  had  taken  in  the 
summer  to  provide  for  the  army  35,000  rations  of  hay  at  Espeja  was  de- 
feated ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  diat  this  occurs  so  frequently,  owing  to  the 
mode  in  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  allowing  our  soldiers,  b&t  men,  and 
followers  to  go  on,  that  it  does  require  notice  and  serious  attention. 
Possibly,  nay,  probably,  the  mischief  was  done  before  the  Guards  went 
to  Espeja ;  as  I  have  generally  observed  that  they  do  less  of  this  kind  of 
mischief,  and  are  more  regular  in  all  their  duties  and  in  every  respect, 
than  the  other  troops. 

The  utter  contempt  of  the  authority  of  a  Portuguese  guard  is  one  of  the 
evils  of  which  I  complain.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  the  Portuguese  to 
oppose  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  an  Englishman ;  yet  Portuguese,  and 
even  Portuguese  militia,  must  be  used  on  these  services.  British  officers 
would  think  it  rather  extraordinary  if  British  soldiers  were  scattered  all 
over  the  coimtry  as  guards  over  hay  stacks  or  magazines.  Indeed,  if  they 
were,  I  doubt  their  doing  their  duty  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 

To  the  CommiBsionert  of  Transport  FVeneda,  30th  Nov.  1812. 

Being  desirous  of  efltecting  the  exchange  of  Major  Joz<5  Joaquim  Talaya, 
of  the  Portuguese  Engineers,  who  was  taken  by  the  enemy  at  Campo  Maior, 
and  permitted  to  return  to  Portugal  on  his  parole,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  send  a  French  officer  of  his  rank  to  France  in  exchange 
for  him,  and  transmit  to  me  the  cartel,  in  order  that  I  may  forward  it  to 
Major  Talaya,  and  authorise  him  to  serve  again. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  30fh  Nor.  1813. 

Some  white  breeches  cloth,  which  was  sent  from  England  for  the  use  of 
the  45th  regt,  and  was  afterwards  sold  at  Lisbon,  as  it  was  not  required 
for  the  soldiers,  having  been  seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese 
customs,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  lay  before  the  govern- 
ment my  request  that  this  cloth  should  be  released,  on  the  amount  of  the 
established  duties  on  English  goods  being  paid  into  the  Custom  house. 

Au  G^n.  Dumouries.  Frdueda,  ce  80  Nov.  1813. 

Je  vous  ai  bien  dit,  mon  cher  G«5n^ral,  de  ne  pas  voler  trop  vtte ;  je 
croyais  bien  aux  chances  qu'il  y  avait  contre  moi ;  et  malgr^S  les  apparences 
qu'il  y  avait  alors  (au  mois  de  Septembre)  en  ma  faveur,  je  craignais  les 
r<5sultats  d'une  jonction  g^n^rale  de  la  force  de  Tennemi  dans  la  Castille, 
qui,  je  Tavaifl  toujours  dit,  me  forcerait  k  me  retirer.  II  y  avait  deux 
^Vf^nemens  qui  pouvaient  emp^cher  ce  fftcheux  n^sultat.    L'un  ^tait  la  prise 
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de  Burgos,  pour  laquelie  j'ai  bien  travaiiy ;  mais  la  place  ($tait  trop  forte, 
et  mes  moyens  trop  retnksis  :  mais  je  Taurais  prise  si  j'avais  eu  quelques 
jours  de  plus,  ou  si  j'eusse  eu,  au  commencement  du  si<lge,  les  succ^  que 
j'aurais  dd  avoir  en  quelques  attaques  de  vive  force.  L'autre  «5tait  rarriv^te 
de  Ballesteros,  k  la  fin  du  mois  de  Septerabre,  dans  la  Sierra  d'Alcaraz,  oii 
il  lui  fut  ordonnt^  de  marcher,  k  ma  suggestion,  par  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre : 
mais  les  malheureuses  jalousies  et  les  intrigues,  comme  vous  I'aurez  vu,  Tont 
emp^ch^,  et  son  corps  d'armtfe  n'est  pas  encore  oh  il  eut  dd  fttre  au  mois 
de  Septembre.  Quand  je  dis  que  deux  t^v^nemens  auraient  emp6chtl  ma  re- 
traite  de  la  Castille,  et  auraient  force  I'ennemi  de  se  retirer  sur  I'Ebro,  je  dois 
ajouter  si  anpouvait  compter  du  tout  sur  les  operations  militaires  des  amUes 
Espagnoles,  Malgr^  que  PArmtJe  de  Portugal  fut  beaucoup  renforctJe  et 
jointe  ayec  TArm^  du  Nord,  les  deux  formant  ensemble  10  divisions, 
ou  an  moins  40,000  infanterie  et  5000  cavalerie,  et  que  je  n'avais  que  4 
divisions  Anglo-Portugaises,  et  12,000  Espagnols,  et  tr^s  peu  de  cavalerie, 
je  n'ai  pas  d(k;id($  sur  la  retraite  du  Gen.  Hill  jusqu'^  ce  que  j'eusse  vu 
mes  Espagnols  engag<^  avec  Tennemi ;  et  alors  j'ai  vu  trop  clairement 
qu'on  ne  pouvait  pas  s'y  fier,  et  que,  si  on  m'attaquait,  je  serais  battu,  et 
le  Gfin.  Hill,  et  la  cause  perdue.  Alors  j'ai  ordonnci  sa  retraite,  et,  malgn^ 
que  Tennemi  avait  les  ponts  du  Douro  que  le  regiment  de  Brunswick 
perdit,  je  les  ai  dtitenus  sur  le  Douro  pendant  8  jours  que  le  Gc^.  Hill 
prit  pour  sa  marche. 

II  faut  que  je  vous  disc  un  secret,  qui  est  que,  pour  une  manoeuvre  mili- 
taire,  Ballesteros  ne  vaut  pas  mieux  qu'un  autre ;  et  que  je  ne  pouvais  pas 
compter  sur  tes  op<$rations,  m^me  s'il  fut  arrived  k  la  position  indiqut!e, 
beaucoup  plus  que  Texp^rience  m'a  montn^  que  je  pouvais  compter  sur 
celles  de  I'armcie  de  la  Galice.  Mais,  malgrti  que  les  trois  quarts  de  ce 
qu'on  lit  des  actions  de  Ballesteros  fussent  mensonges,  il  est  vrai  qu'il  a 
toujours  attiriJ  I'attention  d'une,  et  quelquefois  pr6s  de  deux,  divisions  de 
Tarmee  de  Soult  en  Andalousie,  et  il  aurait  sdrement  fait  la  m^me  chose 
dans  la  Sierra  de  Alcaraz ;  et  ou  Soult  ou  le  Roi  ne  se  serait  pas  avanc<; 
sur  le  Gen.  Hill,  ou  le  GtSn.  Hill  leur  aurait  tftt^  superieur ;  et  j'aureds 
pu  tirer  de  son  corps  des  renforts  Anglo- Portugais  pour  me  tenir  sur  le 
Douro. 

En  tout  cas,  la  prise  de  Burgos  et  I'arrivtSe  de  Ballesteros  k  la  position 
de  Alcaraz  pouvaient  seules  nous  donner  la  possession  des  Castilles  pen- 
dant  I'hiver ;  et  je  crois  que  j'ai  bien  fait  de  faire  tout  en  mon  pouvoir 
pour  avoir  cet  avantage. 

L'ennemi  a  rassemb^  sur  le  Tormes  toute  sa  force,  ayant  abandonnil 
Madrid  et  ses  commimications  avec  la  France.  lis  avaient  au  moins 
90,000  hommes,  dont  12,000  de  cavalerie.  J'ai  restt^  8  jours  en  avant 
d'eux ;  et  si  la  pluie  qui  a  tomlx^  le  15  eut  tombt^  le  13  ou  le  14,  nous 
aurions  gardii  les  cantonnemens  du  Tormes.  Mais  quand  ils  ont  passt^  cette 
riviere  en  force,  et  qu'ils  se  sont  mis  sur  nos  communications,  il  fallait  ou 
les  attaquer,  ou  faire  la  retraite.  Ils  tftaient  trop  fort  et  trop  bien  posted 
pour  ^tre  attaqutSs,  et  j'ai  marcht^  tout  de  suite.  Mais,  malgr^  que  nous 
n'ayons  pu  garder  les  Castilles,  notre  campagne  n'a  pas  t^te  mauvaise,  et 
nous  sommes  dans  ime  position  k  en  faire  une  bonne  I'annt^e  prochaine. 

On  m'a  fait  Commandant  en  Chef  de  I'arm^e  Espagnole ;  et  je  compte 
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bien  travailler  pendant  rhiver,  non  seulement  poor  remettre  notre  arm^ 
de  tea  fatigues  et  dee  effets  de  la  derail  campagne,  maia  pour  tftefaer  de 
tirer  qnelque  parti  dea  amuSes  Eapagnolea. 


To  M^  Oen.  H.  Clinton.  F^eda,  1ft  Dec  1812^  9  a.m. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  29th  this  morning.  I  have  no  objection  to 
your  giving  furloughs  to  the  Portuguese  soldiers  in  the  6th  division,  in 
moderate  numbers  at  a  time,  and  in  their  turn ;  but  it  must  be  understood 
and  positively  stated,  that  if  any  man  does  not  return  to  his  time,  none  will 
be  allowed  to  go  in  future. 

To  Li«at  GcB.  Sir  R.  HU),  K.B.  FMoeda,  Itt  Dee.  1813. 

Fiemantle  delivered  to  me  last  night  the  letters  which  you  had  received 
in  regard  to  the  enemy's  movements  towards  the  Puerto  de  Bimos.  I  don't 
exactly  understand  their  movements  on  the  Upper  Tormes.  It  appears  to 
me  that  they  have  taken  up  their  cantonments  in  the  province  of  Avila, 
and  that  their  advanced  guard  is  on  this  side  of  the  Tormes ;  and  that  the 
troops  of  the  advanced  guard  are  those  of  whose  movements  we  hear  so 
frequently.  I  don't  think  they  will  come  down  to  Plasencia.  If  they  do, 
it  will  probably  be  in  large  force,  and  the  movement  must  be  connected 
with  those  of  the  troops  about  Salamanca.  I  don't  think,  therefore,  that 
you  will  be  disturbed  in  y6ur  cantonments,  particularly  as  you  will  be 
well  covered  by  the  Alagon. 

But  if  you  ^ould  find  the  enemy  collect  in  too  large  force  for  you  on 
the  Estremadura  side  of  Bancs,  and  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to  retire, 
you  must  retire  upon  Castello  Branco.'  It  will  be  necessary,  in  that  case, 
to  direct  the  officer  at  the  bridge  of  Alcantara  to  march  away  with  the 
bridge  to  MarvaO,  and  to  direct  all  the  boats,  &c.,  to  be  taken  up  on  the 
river.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  to  the  officer  at  the  bridge,  and 
see  what  assistance  he  requires  either  to  lay  it,  or  to  take  it  up,  or  to 
remove  it ;  and  have  that  assistance  given  to  him  by  the  nearest  troops, 
and  by  your  commissariat. 

I  hear  there  is  a  band  of  robbers  between  Truxillo  and  Merida,  who  are 
playing  the  devil.  If  you  have  sent  Penne  Villemur  across  the  Tagus, 
desire  him  to  destroy  these  people. 

A.  G.  O.  Frencda.  lit  Dw.  It  It. 

1.  The  Commander  .of  the  Foreet  refert  the  General  oflBeen  and  Commanding  offioen 
of  regimenti  to  the  G.  O.  of  the  8th  and  27th  May,  in  regard  to  the  transminion  of  tol- 
diera'  letter*  to  England. 

3.  The  object  of  these  ordert,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Commander  of  the  Poroet  has 
been  called  bj  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief,  was  to  insure  the  delivery  in  England 
of  the  letters  for  which  the  soldiers  paid  the  postage  in  this  country. 

3.  The  following  reports  from  Lieut  CoL  Scovell,  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  will  show  that 
this  object  has  been  defeated,  in  consequence  of  the  slovenly  manner  in  which  these  orders 
have  been  carried  into  execntion. 

Frequent  complaints  are  made  by  the  agent  for  packets  at  Lisbon,  on  the  irregularity  of 
tending  soldiers'  letters :  1st ;  That  letters  are  sent  without  lists,  and  that  the  lists  do  not 
accompany  the  letters :  3d ;  That  the  lisfs  are  not  signed  by  commissioned  officers :  3d ; 
That  the  letters  are  sent  loose,  instead  of  being  tied  up  in  packets  with  the  lists. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  begs  that  more  attention  may  be  paid  to  this  subject 
in  ftitnre. 
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To  lieat  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  F^aneda,  Itt  Dtc  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  this  morning,  at  1 1  o'clock,  I  have  received  a 
letter  of  yesterday,  from  Blaiickley,  from  Monforte,  who  says  that  the 
enemy  are  moving  every  thing  from  Bejar  and  elsewhere  towards  the 
Puerto  de  Congosto  and  Avila.     I  am  inclined  to  believe  this. 

I  have  another  letter  of  the  29th,  at  4  in  the  evening,  from  a  clergyman 
at  Batuecas,  near  Alverca,  who  says  the  enemy  were  moving  on  Plasencia. 
Blanckley  was,  however,  so  certain  of  the  truth  of  his  intelligence,  that 
he  was  about  to  go  towards  Bancs  and  Bejar  himself. 

To  Mijor  Gml  Fcftcoeke.  Fieneda,  lit  Dee.  1813. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  the  horses  of  the  Life  Guards  have  landed 
at  Lisbon  in  very  bad  condition ;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  the  men 
have  come  unprovided  with  currycombs  or  brushes. 

As  these  articles  are  essentially  necessary  on  service  in  this  country,  in 
which  it  has  been  found  that  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  horse's  coat 
tends  essentially  to  the  preservation  of  his  health  and  conditbn,  I  beg  you 
will  desire  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  2  regiments  of  Life  Guards  to 
take  immediate  measures  to  have  the  soldiers  supplied  with  currycombs 
and  brushes ;  and  that  I  rely  upon  them  to  make  every  exertion  in  their 
power  to  restore  the  condition  of  their  horses. 

To  Viot  Adm.  G.  Hartiii.  Fi«Mda,  lit  Dec  1813. 

Notwithstanding  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton  has  been  serving  with 
the  army,  his  wound  is  still  open,  and  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  return 
to  England.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  therefore,  if  you  will 
give  him  a  passage  in  a  man  of  war. 

To  His  EioeUency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  lit  Dec.  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  Nov.  Very  great  incon- 
venience is  felt  at  head  quarters  from  Senhor  SodrcS's  absence ;  and  if  he 
is  to  go  to  Brazil,  somebody  must  be  employed  here  to  perform  the  duty 
which  he  has  performed  hitherto. 

I  can  have  no  objection  to  his  going  to  Brazil,  if  he  thinks  such  a  voyage 
will  be  of  advantage  to  him ;  but  I  beg  that  it  may  be  clearly  understood 
by  him,  by  the  Local  government,  and  by  the  Prince,  that  Senhor  Sodni 
is  not  deputed  by  me  in  any  manner ;  and  that  he  is  not  charged  even  with 
a  message  from  me. 

I  don't  understand  why  the  200,000  dollars  were  not  paid  to  the  Por- 
tuguese government  in  dollars  as  I  ordered.  I  ordered  a  second  100,000 
to  be  given  in  November,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  tells  me  that  he  likewise 
ordered  the  200,000  for  October  to  be  paid  in  immediately.  I  propose 
to  try  to  give  200,000  in  November. 

To  lieut.  Gen.  Sb  R.  Hill,  K.a  F^eda,  3d  Deo.  1813,  9^  a.m. 

I  received  in  the  night  a  letter  from  Blanckley,  dated  Monforte,  at 
10  P.M.  the  30th  Nov.,  in  which  he  confirms  the  report  communicated  to 
you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  afternoon ;  and  he  says  that  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  force  has  passed  the  Tormes,  and  moved  towards  Areralo, 
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To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresfurd,  K.B.  Freneda,  2d  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  Nov.,  and  although  there  aru 
other  pomts  on  which  I  have  to  write  to  you,  and  on  which  I  have  proposed 
to  write  this  day,  I  shall  not  delay  to  answer  that  letter  immediately. 
The  way  in  which  I  have  always  considered  your  situation  in  the  army, 
was  as  Marshal  of  the  Portuguese  army,  and  of  course  next  in  command 
to  myself,  as  long  as  I  should  be  in  a  situation  to  exercise  any  command 
at  all. 

An  officer  has  been  from  time  to  time  appointed  second  in  command  to 
this  army,  upon  whom  it  was  the  intention  of  the  King's  ministers  that  the 
command  of  the  allied  army  should  devolve,  in  case  any  circumstance 
should  deprive  me  of  the  command  of  the  army. 

I  imagined  that  it  had  been  explained  to,  and  understood  by,  the  Por- 
tuguese government,  when  you  were  sent  to  command  the  Portuguese 
army,  that  the  officer  appointed  to  command  the  British  army  was  to 
command  both ;  and  I  was  not  aware,  till  there  was  a  discussion  with  the 
Regency  upon  this  point,  I  believe  in  the  beginning  of  1811,  that  this 
point  had  not  been  explained,  and  that  I  commanded  the  allied  army  as 
Marshal  General.  This  point  not  having  been  explained,  it  follows  of 
course  either  that  the  British  General  officer,  second  in  command,  must, 
in  the  event  of  my  being  deprived  of  the  command,  be  made  Marshal 
General ;  or  the  awkwardness  must  occur  to  which  you  refer,  in  regard  to 
your  own  situation  ;  or  you  must  take  the  command  of  the  allied  army, 
and  not  the  General  officer  sent  out  by  government  specially  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  command,  in  case  circumstances  should  deprive  me 
of  it. 

I  have  always  felt  the  inutility  and  inconvenience  of  the  office  of  second 
in  command.  It  has  a  great  and  high  sounding  title,  without  duties  or 
responsibility  of  any  description ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  gives  preten- 
sions, the  assertion  of  which  is,  and  I  believe  you  know  I  found  them 
in  one  instance  to  be,  very  inconvenient.  Every  officer  in  an  army  should 
have  some  duty  to  perform,  for  which  he  is  responsible ;  and  I  understand 
a  General  officer  commanding  a  division  or  larger  body  of  troops  to  be  in 
this  situation.  The  second  in  command  has  none  that  any  body  can  de- 
fine ;  excepting  to  give  opinions  for  which  he  is  in  no  manner  responsible, 
and  which  I  have  found  one  at  least  most  ready  to  relinquish,  when  he 
found  that  they  were  not  liked  in  England.        • 

Having  made  known  these  sentiments  to  Lord  Bathurst,  Sir  E.  Paget 
was  lately  sent  out  with  the  explanation  that  he  was  coming  as  a  Lieut. 
General  in  this  army,  but  that  government  looked  to  his  succeeding  to 
the  command,  in  case  circumstances  should  deprive  me  of  it ;  so  the 
matter  would  stand  in  respect  to  any  General  officer  who  should  now  be 
sent  out  to  fill  his  situation.  In  regard  to  your  own  situation  iiTthe  army, 
what  I  have  always  felt  was,  that  you  had  too  many  duties  of  a  general 
nature  to  perform,  and  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  you  too  often,  to  charge 
you  with  the  details  of  command;  and  excepting  on  the  occasion  on 
which  I  requested  you  to  take  the  command  in  the  Alentejo  in  1811, 
(which  Hill  had  held,)  during  his  absence,  I  have  not  desired  you  to  take 
upon  you  such  details. 
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The  convenience  of  the  service  might  however  lead  to  a  different  de^*- 
cision,  and  I  have  always  felt  that  you  were  ready  to  take  upon  you  any 
duty  which  might  be  imposed  upon  you  whenever  it  should  be  necessary. 
From  the  contents  of  this  letter  you  will  observe  that  the  conversation 
between  us  to  which  you  refer,  as  having  passed  immediately  previous 
to  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  related  on  my  part  to  the  situation  of  the  next 
in  British  rank  to  me,  solely  in  the  event  of  any  circumstance  depriving 
me  of  the  command ;  as  1  never  entertained  a  doubt,  particularly  after  the 
decision  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  which  1  entirely  concurred,  that 
you  took  your  rank  next  to  me  in  the  allied  army  as  Marshal. 

I  shall  send  your  letters  to  the  Sec.  of  State  by  this  post,  though  I  wish 
some  parts  of  both  were  altered. 

To  Earl  Bathont.  Fimeda,  2d  Dec.  1 813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  in  relation  to  his 
rank  in  the  allied  army,  to  which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  decided,  upon  reference  to  him  in  the 
year  1809,  that  officers  in  the  service  of  His  Majesty  and  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal  should  rank  with  each  other  according  to  the  dates  of 
their  several  commissions ;  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  Marshal  Sir 
W.  Beresford,  holding  the  rank  of  a  Marshal,  ranks  next  me  in  the 
allied  army.     I  hold  the  rank  of  Marshal  General  in  the  allied  army. 

His  Majesty's  government  have  thought  proper  from  time  to  time  to 
appoint  a  General  officer  to  be  second  in  command  to  the  British  army, 
senior  in  rank  in  the  British  service  to  Sir  W.  Beresford,  on  which  officer 
it  has  been  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  government  that  the  command 
of  the  allied  army  should  devolve,  in  case  any  circumstance  should  de* 
prive  me  of  the  command. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  explanation  in  regard  to  command 
has  ever  been  had  with  the  Portuguese  government,  in  order  to  remove 
the  awkwardness  which  Marshal  Sir  W,  Beresford  notices ;  and  in  point 
of  fact  I  command  the  allied  army  now  as  Marshal  General  of  the  Portu- 
guese army.  In  case  circumstances  should  deprive  me  of  the  command, 
therefore,  either  the  second  in  command  of  the  British  army  must  be 
made  Marshal  General  likewise,  or  Marshal  Beresford  must  quit  the  army 
at  a  moment  when  his  absence  might  be  interpreted  to  his  disadvantage ; 
or  he  must  assume  the  command  of  the  allied  army,  and  not  the  officer 
selected  by  His  Majesty's  government  as  the  person  on  whom  they  wish 
it  should  devolve. 

In  case  government  should  think  proper  to  send  any  General  officer 
out  to  replace  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  E.  Paget,  it  is  desirable  they  should  advert 
to  the  circumstances  affecting  his  situation,  stated  by  Marshal  Sir  W. 
Beresford. 

To  tho  Hon.  Berkeley  Paget  Freneda,  3d  Dec.  1813. 

I  enclose  2  letters  from  your  poor  brother.  I  have  not  received  that 
one  which  he  says  he  wrote  to  me  from  Matilla;  nor  has  he  received  one 
which  I  wrote  to  him  and  sent  to  him  with  £200.  The  latter  was  sent  to 
the  outposts  of  Soult's  army,  whereas  he  was  with  the  *  Armde  de  Portu^ 
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goL*  He  Is  gone  towsrdi  France,  and  you  mutt  trj  to  get  him  ex- 
changed. As  he  does  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it,  I  conclude  that 
he  has  not  got  the  first  monej  we  sent  him  on  the  day  after  he  was  taken. 
He  will  he  hadly  off  therefore  with  his  24  douhloons,  unless  you  take 
some  measures  to  supply  him  in  France.  It  is  just  possihle  that  the 
French  officer  will  send  the  money  after  him. 

There  is  a  letter  from  him  for  Lord  Uxhridge,  which  will  go  to  Eng- 
land hy  this  mail. 

To  Qen,  Vives,  Gov«noc  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Fnneda,  3d  Dec  1813. 

I  have  receiyed  a  complaint  from  Major  Napier  of  the  43d  regt.,  stating 
that  a  soldier  of  the  artillery  of  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  stahhed 
with  a  knife  in  the  helly  a  soldier  of  the  43d  regt.  on  the  29th  of  last 
month.  The  soldier  guilty  of  this  offence  is  known  to  the  Major  of  the 
artillery  of  the  garrison,  haying  heen  pointed  out  to  him  hy  Major  Napier ; 
and  as  offences  of  this  nature  have  heen  committed  too  frequently  lately, 
I  request  that  the  offence  of  this  soldier  may  he  investigated  in  Uie  most 
solemn  manner,  and  that  he  may  he  punished  according  to  law,  if  he 
should  be  found  to  deserve  punishment 

I  am  concerned  to  have  to  mention  to  you  that  Major  Napier  complains 
that  the  Major  of  the  artillery,  instead  of  doing  every  thing  in  his  power, 
as  was  his  duty,  to  discover  and  bring  this  offender  to  punishment,  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  elude  the  discovery  of  the  offender,  and  to 
screen  him.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  not  astonishing  that  offences  of  this 
description  are  frequent. 

But  if  it  be  true,  the  Major  of  the  artillery  is  highly  criminal ;  and  I 
beg  that  he  may  be  put  in  arrest,  and  may  be  brought  to  trial  *  for  having 
omitted  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  discovmr  a  soldier  of  the  artil* 
lery  of  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  on  the  29th  Nov.,  who  had  stabbed 
a  soldier  of  the  43d  regt  in  the  belly.' 

Major  Napier  shall  attend  to  give  evidence  before  the  Court  which  will 
be  appointed  to  try  the  Major  of  the  artillery,  at  any  time  and  place  which 
shall  be  named. 

I  beg  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Don 
Carlos  de  Espana,  on  the  28th  May,  when  I  consented  to  advance  the  pay 
of  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  from  the  military  chest  of  this  army ; 
and  by  which  you  will  see  that  it  depended  upon  the  attention  to  disci- 
pline of  the  officers  and  troops ;  and  that  no  person  was  to  receive  pay 
who  should  not  be  actually  doing  duty. 

The  Major  of  artillery  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  performing  his  duty 
when  he  is  in  arrest;  imd  I  request  that  your  Excellency  will  retain 
in  your  hands  the  sum  of  3000  reals  set  down  in  the  estimate  for  his 
pay  for  two  months,  until  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  result  of 
his  trial. 

To  Oen.  Don  Cwlot  de  EfpMKa.  FraoMk,  3d  Deo.  1813. 

I  am  concerned  to  inform  you  that  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  14th 
light  dragoons  has  informed  me  that  Lieut.  Manuel  Pastor  of  the  auM- 
dares  de  CasiUla  cut  down  a  dragoon  of  the  I4th  regt,  at  San  Felices  el 
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Gbande,  with  his  sword,  on  the  28th  Nov. ;  this  dragoon  having  done 
nothing  to  offend  him.  As  circumstances  of  this  kind  have  occurred  verj 
frequently  lately,  I  heg  that  this  officer  may  he  put  in  arrest  and  brought 
to  trial. 

Your  Excellency  will  recollect  that  when  I  consented  to  advance  the 
pay  of  the  troops  under  your  command  from  the  military  chest  of  the 
army,  it  was  on  condition  that  the  troops  should  be  disciplined,  and  kept 
as  soldiers  ought  to  be ;  and  likewise  that  no  person  should  receive  pay 
who  did  not  perform  his  duty.  I  leave  your  Excellency  to  decide  how 
far  the  troops  under  your  command  can  be  called  disciplined. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  when  Lieut  Manuel  Pastor  shall  be  in  arrest, 
he  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  performing  his  duty ;  and  therefore  I  re- 
quest that  the  sum  of  900  reals,  being  the  amount  of  his  pay  for  two 
months,  for  which  you  have  a  warrant  in  your  possession,  may  be  de- 
tained in  your  hands,  till  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  result  of 
the  investigation  into  his  conduct. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martio.  Freneda,  3d  Dec  1812. 

It  is  probable  that  government  may  be  desirous  of  sending  more 
men  and  horsea  Ip  this  country,  and  I  am  imxious  that  the  whole  should 
arrive  before  the  spring  equinoctial  gales.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  send  back  the  hoise  ships  and  transports,  &c.,  as  soon 
as  the  horses  and  men  they  shall  have  brought  may  be  disembarked;  of 
course  unless  you  should  have  received  directions  from  the  Admiralty  for 
the  disposal  of  them  in  a  different  manner. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  3d  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  a  long  letter  from  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  with  which  I  will 
not  trouble  you,  respecting  the  effect  of  an  order  which  you  have  lately 
given  Mr.  Pipon,  to  give  Mr.  Sampayo  bills  upon  the  Treasury  in  ex- 
change for  certain  Commissary  paper  in  his  possession,  at  the  rate  of 
exchange  of  the  day.  I  am  concerned  that  you  did  not  write  to  me  on 
this  subject,  as  Sir  R.  Kennedy  complains  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pipon 
in  this  instance  is  directly  in  disobedience  of  his  orders,  given  with  a 
view  to  the  amelioration  of  our  finances,  which  effect  they  had  already  in 
some  degree  produced.  It  is  better  that  upon  all  these  occasions  we 
should  incur  the  inconvenience  of  a  little  delay,  and  allow  matters  to  go 
through  their  regular  channel. 

I  acknowledge  that  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Sampayo  is  a  little  shaken  by 
this  transaction.  I  consider  the  purchasers  of  our  Commissariat  bills  and 
debts  as  the  worst  enemies  we  have  in  the  Peninsula ;  and  there  is  no 
person  in  the  Peninsula  who  knows  so  well  as  Mr.  Sampayo  that  I  enter- 
tain this  opinion.  I  suspected,  unjustly,  that  he  purchased  our  debts  in« 
curred  on  the  expedition  to  Oporto,  in  the  year  1809,  and  he  knows  ih&t 
I  ordered  the  then  Commissary  Gen.,  Mr.  Murray,  to  pay  him  the  last  of 
all  our  creditors.  He  afterwards  convinced  me  that  he  had  been  a  con- 
tractor under  Mr.  Rawlings,  and  I  ordered  that  he  might  be  paid  imme- 
diately ;  but  I  explained  to  him,  and  he  perfectly  understood,  the  mischief 
he  would  have  done  us  as  a  purchaser  of  our  debts. 
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Mr.  Sampayo  is  employed  as  our  broker,  and  lie  has  besides  had  con- 
tracts for  the  supply  of  various  sums  of  money  on  private  bargains. 
Surely  if  he  had  money  he  should  have  put  it  in  the  chest,  and  should  not 
have  speculated  in  our  debts.  But  then  he  says  he  sold  com  for  these 
securities.  That  is  just  as  bad.  The  securities  were  never  intended  to 
be  transferable ;  and  they  are  our  worst  enemies,  and  the  worst  enemies 
of  the  Portuguese  government  also,  who  at  all  aid  in  making  themlso. 

I  am  not  astonished  at  the  determination  of  the  Commissary  Gen.  no 
longer  to  employ  Mr.  Sampayo  as  a  broker,  if  he  does  not  clear  himself 
of  the  charge  of  speculating  in  our  debts. 

P.S.  Will  you  send  the  enclosed  letter  to  Madeira  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity ? 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  Freneda,  3d  Dec.  1812. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  protection  the  family  of  the  late 
Major  Wurmb,  K.G.L.,  who  fell  at  the  siege  of  Burgos.  I  understand 
that  they  are  very  numerous,  and  totally  unprovided  for. 

To  Cot.  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  Freoeda,  2d  Dec.  1812. 

I  enclose,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Chitf,  a  letter  from 
Major  Gen.  Walker  relative  to  the  loss  of  his  baggage  on  the  day  subse- 
quent to  the  capture  of  Badajoz. 

I  am  so  fully  aware  of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  troops  at  the 
time,  and  of  the  very  unfortunate  situation  in  which  the  Major  General 
was  placed  by  the  plunder  of  every  thing  he  was  possessed  of,  at  a  moment 
when  he  was  rendered  incapable  of  attending  to  his  own  concerns  by  the 
severity  of  his  wounds,  that  I  am  induced  strongly  to  recommend  the 
case  to  his  Royal  Highness*  favorable  notice,  although  it  is  evidently  not 
customary  to  grant  compensation  for  losses  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the 
irregularities  of  the  soldiers. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Freneda,  2d  Dec  1812. 

Although  I  have  not  yet  any  intelligence  upon  which  I  can  rely  of  the 
exact  position  of  the  enemy's  armies,  I  am  certain  that  the  whole  have 
crossed  the  Tormes,  with  the  exception  of  very  small  posts  in  front  of 
Salamanca ;  and  I  have  ordered  the  whole  of  the  allied  army  into  canton- 
ments, those  under  Sir  R.  Hill  in  the  province  of  Coria,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  the  province  of  Beira,  on  the  Douro  and  Mondego,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Light  division  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Alton's  brigade  of 
cavalry,  which  remain  on  the  Agueda.  The  whole  of  the  troops  will  be 
supplied  throughout  the  winter  without  difficulty ;  and  are  in  situations 
in  which  they  can  receive  the  clothing  and  other  equipments  which  they 
require. 

The  last  accounts  from  Gen.  Elio  state  his  intention  of  being  in  Ali- 
cante on  the  9th  ult  Some  detachments  of  his^  army  were  in  Madrid. 
The  Duque  del  Parque,  who  now  commands  the  troops  lately  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Ballesteros,  was  on  the  22d  at  Villa  Nueva  de  los 
Infantes. 

The  army  of  Galicia  have  crossed  the  Duero,  and  have  moved  into 
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Calicia ;  and  the  troope  under  Don  Carlos  de  Espaiia  have  gone  into  the 
garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  those  under  the  Conde  de  Penne  Vil- 
lem>ir  and  Gen.  Morillo  have  crossed  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara  into  Lower 
Estremadura. 

To  Earl  Bsthunt  Freneda,  2d  Dec.  1812. 

You  will  see  by  my  dispatch  how  I  have  disposed  of  the  army.  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  I  have  adopted  the  only  measure  which  will  set  us  to 
rights,  and  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  hear  of  great  improvements. 

I  propose  to  take  the  field  with  the  largest  body  I  can  get  together  as 
early  in  the  spring  as  the  green  forage  will  be  on  the  ground.  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  you  therefore  if  you  will  take  measures  that  all  the  horses, 
reinforcements,  recruits,  ordnance,  &c.,  which  you  propose  to  send  to  the 
army,  may  sail  from  England  by  the  1st  Feb. 

I  propose  to  go  to  Cadiz  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  quite  certain  that  the 
Frendi  are  settled  for  the  winter,  and  in  what  shape.  I  have  much  to 
arrange  with  the  Spanish  government.  I  shall  not  be  long  absent  from 
hence,  and  indeed  not  many  days  absent  from  some  of  the  posts  of  the 
army. 

I  write  to  Adm.  Martin  not  to  detain  any  transports  or  horse  ships  one 
moment  after  they  shall  have  disembarked  Uiose  men  or  horses  which  they 
shall  have  brought 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  R.B.  F^reneda,  3d  Dec  1812. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  my  last  dispatches.  I  am  certain  that  the  French 
have  all  retired  across  the  Tormes,but  I  don't  yet  know  to  what  positions, 
as  I  can  get  but  little  intelligence.  I  propose,  however,  to  set  out  for 
Cadiz  in  a  few  days,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have 
tiros  placed  for  me  at  Fuente  Cantos,  one  halfway  between  Fuente  Cantos 
and  Seville,  and  one  at  Seville.  Send  a  messenger  to  meet  me  on  the 
road  by  Badajoz  and  Valencia  de  Alcantara,  to  let  me  know  whether  I 
shall  find  the  tiros ;  and  where. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Minister  at  War  to-morrow,  and  shall  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  letter. 

P.S.  I  shall  take  my  own  carriage. 

To  Morahal  Sir  W.  C  Beredbrd,  K.B.  Frtneda,  4(h  Dec  1812. 

You  will  see  from  the  Q.  M.  Q,*b  paper  how  the  troops  will  be  distri- 
buted in  cantonments,  where  I  propose  that,  if  possible,  they  should 
remain  during  the  winter.     If  I  am  not  disturbed  beforehand,  it  is  my 

G.  O.  PreMda.  4tli  Dec.  ISIS. 

1.  The  Comxnaoder  of  the  Forcei  refers  the  General  officers  and  Commanding  officen  of 
regiments  to  the  orders  which  have  been  frequently  issued  for  the  regulation  of  hospitals 
and  depdts. 

2.  It  is  ^uite  im]M)ssible  for  an  officer  in  command  of  an  hospital  station  to  perform  his 
duty  if  he  IS  to  receive  orders  from  every  officer  who  passes  near  tlie  station. 

Attmoraiulaim,    The  services  of  Lieut.  and  Lieut. are  no  longei:  required 

in  the  Commissariat  department,  and  they  will  return  to  England  after  having  delivered 

in  all  their  accounts  at  the  Commissary  Gen.*s  office ;  and  Messrs. , ,  and 

are  hereby  warned  that  further  inattention  to  Iheir  duty  will  occasion  their  removal 

from  their  employment  in  Ibe  Commissariat. 

VOL.  VJ.  O 
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wish  to  aasemble  the  army  and  to  move  forward  as  early  in  April  as  there 
will  be  green  forage ;  that  is  to  say,  if  we  should  be  strong  enough  to 
move  forward  at  all.  I  therefore  wish  that  the  recruits,  convalescents, 
and  every  thing  which  the  troops  require,  should  be  with  their  regiments 
by  the  middle  of  March.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  make  arrangements 
accordingly.  It  is  best,  indeed,  that  every  thing  should  be  sent  to  the 
regiments  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  I  mention  the  middle  of  March  as  the 
period  at  which  every  thing  ought  to  be  complete. 

You  will  see  that  I  have  sent  D'Urban's  cavalry  into  Tras  os  Montes, 
with  which  disposition  he  appears  well  satisfied.  Campbell's  and  Diggens' 
will  go  into  the  Alentejo.  I  have  not  seen  M*Grigor  since  I  received  your 
letter,  but  I  will  speak  to  him  respecting  Mr.  Burrows,  whose  assistance 
you  wish  to  have. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhoiuie.  Freneda,  4tb  Dec.  1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  excessive  number  of  men  of  the  —  regt.  absent 
from  their  regiment  on  the  march  of  the  15th  and  1 6th  Nov.,  and  of  the 
reports  which  I  had  received  of  the  habitual  want  of  discipline  of  the  — 
regt.,  I  gave  orders  that  the  Commanding  officer  of  that  regiment  should 
be  put  in  arrest,  with  the  intention  of  bringing  him  to  trial  before  a 
General  Court  Martial  for  gross  neglect  of  duty,  in  having  allowed  the 
officers  commanding  companies  so  far  to  neglect  theirs,  as  to  allow  so 
many  men  to  quit  the  ranks  of  their  companies  on  the  march. 

I  have  since  found,  by  a  correspondence  which  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon. 

L.  Cole  has   put  into   my  hands,  that  this  officer  was  Col. ;  and 

although  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  reasons  alleged  in  that  correspondence 

by  Col. afford  no  justification  whatever  for  his  conduct,  or  for  the 

neglect  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  but  that,  on  the  contrary.  Col. 's 

letters  prove  that  the  officers  of  the  —  regt  were  guilty  of  a  further 
neglect  of  duty,  of  which  I  was  not  aware  till  I  read  the  letters,  viz.,  that 
the  soldiers  of  the  —  did  not  cook  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  Nov.,  I 
am  disposed  to  release  Col. from  his  arrest. 

I  desire  that  he  may  be  released,  because  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  circular 
letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  General  officers  commanding  divisions  on 

the  28th  Nov.  will  have  its  due  weight  on  the  mind  of  Col. ,  and  of  the 

officers  under  his  command  in  particular,  and  on  the  army  in  general ; 

and  that  Col. and  the  officers  under  his  command  will  see  that  officers 

commanding  and  doing  duty  in  regiments  have  important  duties  to  perform 
in  their  cantonments,  in  their  camps,  and  on  marches,  besides  the  regular 
attendance  at  parades ;  and  that  they  will  hereafter  perform  those  duties, 
and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  evils,  of  which,  in  the  —  regt.  in  par- 
ticular, I  have  too  much  reason  to  complain. 

To  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  CommiMary  General.  Freneda,  4th  Dec.  1812,  0^  a.m. 

I  have  perused  Mr. 's  report  regarding  the  great  coats  and  tents. 

I  consider  what  he  says  to  be  very  unsatisfactory  regarding  both  these 
objects.  If  articles  of  public  store  arrive  to  the  charge  of  a  particular 
commissary  in  bad  order,  from  wet,  for  instance,  it  is  quite  a  novel 
doctrine  to  say  that  he  has  performed  his  duty  by  putting  them  in  a  place 
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where  they  could  receive  no  injury ;  and  that  the  injury  they  received 
was  on  the  road,  before  they  came  to  hie  hands.  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  Commissary  in  charge  of  stores  to  endeavor  at  least  to  preserve  them  for 
the  public  service ;  and  if  they  have  received  injury  from  wet  on  the  road, 
to  have  them  dried.  In  this  case  of  the  tents  and  great  coats,  head  quarters 
were  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  the  state  of  these  stores  ought  to  have  been 
reported.     There  were  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  at  the  same  time,  hundreds  of 

convalescents;  and  an  application  from  Mr. to  the   Commandant 

would  have  got  him  all  the  assistance  he  wished  for.  This  is  a  very  bad 
business  altogether. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  desire  Mr. to 

deliver  to  the  Governor  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  10  of  the  tents  which  are 
there ;  and,  at  all  events,  let  us  have  those  remaining  dried  and  properly 
taken  care  of  in  tlie  stores. 

I  observe  that  Mr.  Bissett  is  still  in  Portugal.  It  is  necessary  that  he 
akoald  obey  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of  State,  and  go  to  Gibraltar. 

I  ordered,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  that  tin  camp  kettles  should  be 
provided  for  the  troops ;  and  I  know  that  orders  were  given  that  they 
should  be  made  at  Lisbon  and  at  Oporto.  I  believe  they  were  made ; 
and,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  Mr.  Dalrymple  told  me  at  Burgos  that 
there  were  a  considerable  number  at  S.  Joao  da  Pesqueira.  There  are 
none  in  the  return  of  stores  you  gave  me  die  other  day,  excepting  about 
1000  at  Lisbon,  Coimbra,  and  Valada.     Indeed,  the  whole  concern  of  our 

Q.  M.  G.'s  stores  requires  amendment ;  as  is  obvious  from  Mr. 's 

having  on  the  19th  returned  15,000  great  coats  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
whereas  only  10,000  had  been  ordered  there,  and  he  had  really  only  9500. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  this  concern  should  he  put  upon  a  proper  foot- 
ing, and  that  I  should  get  regular  periodical  returns  of  what  is  in  store 
at  each  place,  made  out  alphabetically,  and  specifying  whether  for  Uie 
Portuguese,  Spanish,  or  British  army. 

I  observe,  by  the  returns,  that  there  are  in  the  stores  at  Lisbon,  bayonet 
belts  for  infemtry,  45,150;  gun  slings,  45,112;  pouch  belts,  45,143; 
pouches,  45,148.  I  should  wish  to  know  whetiier  these  stores  were  sent 
out  for  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  British  army :  whether  they  are  made 
of  buff  or  black  leather.  At  all  events,  I  should  wish  that  10,000  of  each 
should  be  brought  round  to  Oporto,  or  Figueira,  as  soon  as  possible ;  and 
that  the  buff,  if  there  should  be  any  in  store,  should  be  brought  round  in 
preference  to  the  others. 

Pray  let  me  know  what  orders  you  have  given  for  bringing  the  clothing 
up  to  the  several  regiments  of  the  Ist  division  from  Lamego ;  Col.  Stir- 
ling's brigade  from  Lamego ;  the  Ith  division  from  Figueira ;  the  3d  and 
4th  divisions  from  Abrantes ;  Gen.  Anson's  and  Gen.  Ponsonby's  brigades 
from  Figueira ;  Gen.  Alten's  brigade,  &c. 

To  Hit  Excell«icy  the  MinUter  at  War,  Cadix.  Freoeda,  4th  D«j.  18:2.     ' 

I  have  had  the  hcmor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  18th 
Nov.,  in  which  you  have  enclosed  ie  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  Cortes, 
by  which  I  have  been  appointed  to  command  in  chief  the  Spanish  armies ; 
and  I  beg  leave  again  to  express  my  acknowledgments  for  the  confidence 
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which  has  thus  been  reposed  in  me ;  and  the  Cortes  and  government  may 
rest  assured  that  I  will  omit  nothing  which  depends  upon  me  to  forward 
the  just  cause  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  government  have  a  right  to  expect  from  me 
an  accurate  representation  of  facts  as  they  shall  appear  to  me ;  and  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  I  will  perform  this  duty. 

I  am  concerned  to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  discipline  of  the  Spanish 
armies  is  in  the  very  lowest  state ;  and  their  efficiency  is,  consequently, 
much  deteriorated.  Neither  officers  nor  troops  having  been  paid  for 
months,  nay,  some  for  years,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  troops  should 
be  in  very  good  order,  or  that  there  should  exist  much  subordination  in 
the  service.  But  circumstances  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  under 
my  view,  lately,  which  show  that  the  evil  has  tidcen  deep  root ;  and  that 
it  requires  a  stronger  remedy  than  the  mere  removal  of  the  causes,  viz., 
want  of  pay,  clothing,  and  necessaries,  which  have  originally  occasioned 
it.  Not  only  are  your  armies  undisciplined  and  inefficient,  and  both 
officers  and  soldiers  insubordinate  from  want  of  pay,  provisions,  clothing, 
and  necessaries,  and  the  consequent  endurance  of  misery  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  but  the  habits  of  indiscipline  and  insubordination  are  such,  that 
even  those  corps  which  have  been  well  clothed  and  regularly  paid  by  my 
directions,  and  have,  to  my  knowledge,  seldom,  if  ever,  felt  any  privations 
for  more  than  a  year,  are  in  as  bad  a  state,  and  as  little  to  be  depended 
upon  as  soldiers,  as  the  others.  The  desertion  is  immense,  even  from  the 
troops  last  adverted  to.  I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  the  officers  of 
the  army  in  general  (with  some  exceptions  of  officers.  General  and  on  the 
Staff,  as  well  as  attached  to  regiments)  take  but  little  pains  to  apply  a 
remedy  to  these  evils ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  sorry  to  acknowledge 
to  your  Excellency,  that  I  consider  that  I  have  undertaken  a  task  of  which 
the  result  is  as  little  promising  as  that  which  was  ever  undertaken  by  any 
individual. 

I  certainly  was  not  aware,  till  very  lately,  of  the  real  state  of  the 
Spanish  army,  or  I  should  have  hesitated  before  I  should  have  charged 
myself  with  such  an  Herculean  labor  as  its  command ;  but  having  ac- 
cepted the  command,  I  will  not  relinquish  the  task  because  it  is  laborious 
and  the  success  unpromising ;  but  will  exercise  it  as  long  as  I  shall  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  authorities  who  have  conferred  it  upon  me.  It 
will  be  necessary,  however,  that  the  government  should  arm  me  with 
powers  to  enable  me  to  perform  this  task.     It  is  my  opinion, 

Ist ;  That  officers  should  be  promoted,  and  should  be  appointed  to  com- 
mands, solely  at  my  recommendation. 

2dly ;  That  I  should  have  the  power  of  dismissing  from  the  service 
those  whom  I  should  think  deserving  such  punishment 

3dly ;  That  those  resources  of  the  State  which  are  applicable  to  the 
payment,  or  equipment,  or  supply  of  the.  troops,  should  be  applied  in  such 
manner  as  I  might  recommend. 

4thly;  In  order  to  enable  me  to  perform  my  duties,  it  will  be  necessary 
that  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  such  limited  number  of  the  Staff  officers 
of  the  army  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  should  be  sent  to  my  head 
quarters ;  and  that  the  government  should  direct  that  all  militaiy  reports 
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6f  all  descriptions  should  be  sent  to  me;  and  I  shall,  of  coarse,  make 
my  reports  to  your  Excellency. 

The  division  of  the  Spanish  territory  into  districts,  and  the  appointment 
of  an  army  to  each  district,  was  a  wise  arrangement ;  and  I  should  pro- 
pose that  it  should  continue.  But  it  must  be  observed,  that  it  is  a  most 
expensive  and  burthensome  arrangement  to  the  public. 

For  instance,  Castille  and  Estremadura  are  the  territory  of  the  5th 
army ;  and,  besides  Capt  Gen.  Castanos,  who  is  most  usefully  and  de- 
servedly employed,  there  is  a  Captain  General  with  a  large  staff  in  Estre- 
madura, and  a  Captain  General  with  a  large  staff  in  Castille.  There  are 
not  in  the  former  province  as  many  troops  as  will  form  the  garrison  of 
Badajoz ;  nor  in  the  latter  as  many  as  will  form  the  garrison  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

The  large  staff  in  Castille  is  not  only  useless,  but  destructive  of  the 
resources  by  which  troops  could  be  maintained.  Then  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  2d  and  3d  armies  do  not,  altogether,  compose  2  divisions,  and  yet 
they  have  attached  to  them  all  the  staff,  military  as  well  as  civil,  of  two 
complete  armies. 

The  7th  army  in  like  manner  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  bands  of 
guerrillas ;  and  the  only  corps  that  I  know  of  in  Spain  that  at  all  approach 
in  numbers  to  the  size  of  armies  are  the  4th  and  6th. 

I  would  propose  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Capt  Gen.  Castauos 
should  continue,  as  he  is  at  present,  the  Captain  General  of  the  5th,  6th, 
and  7th  armies,  with  the  staff  attached  belonging  to  one  only  of  those 
armies,  viz.,  the  6th,  and  that  all  the  rest,  of  every  description,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  should  be  recalled  by  the  government,  excepting  only 
such  officers  as  Gen.  Casta5os  should  think  proper  to  retain  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  in  the  provinces  of  Castille  and  Estremadura. 

An  arrangement  of  the  same  description  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  2d, 
3d,  and  4th  armies ;  but  I  should  wish  to  defer  to  make  any  proposition 
regarding  these  armies  till  I  shall  have  seen  more  of  the  detail  of  their 
state. 

I  should  wish  also  to  defer  to  a  future  opportunity,  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  the  alterations  which  the  existing  state  of  the  country  requires 
should  be  made  in  the  powers  of  the  Captains  General  of  the  provinces, 
and  the  Intendants  respectively.  We  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves 
that  there  is  but  little  authori^  of  any  description  whatever  in  the  pro- 
vinces which  have  been  occupied  by  the  enemy;  and  even  that  little 
depends  on  the  exercise  of  military  power.  It  is  vain  to  expect  that  a 
genUeman  called  an  Intendant  will  exercise  the  power  to  realise  the  re- 
sources of  tiie  country  for  the  state,  or  even  for  the  military,  without  the 
assistance  of  a  military  force ;  which  military  force,  in  the  existing  state 
of  the  army,  will  destroy  more  than  its  efforts  would  produce,  even  sup- 
posing that  the  military  chief  should  be  at  all  times  disposed  and  ready 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  civil  authority  of  the  Intendant. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  wrong  in  principle  to  invest  military  men  with 
civil  powers ;  but  when  the  country  is  in  danger,  that  must  be  adopted 
which  will  tend  most  directly  to  save  it ;  when  the  enemy  is  in  the  coun- 
try, that  must  be  done  which  tends  most  directly  to  drive  him  out,  what- 
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•▼er  mty  be  the  constitutional  principles  which  may  be  invaded  by  those 
measures.  I  throw  this  out  at  present  for  your  consideration,  reserving 
myself  to  a  future  time  to  make  a  distinct  proposition  on  this  subject 

To  the  Rt  Hoo.  Sir  H.  Wellctley»  K.B.  Frenada,  4tb  Dec  1813. 

I  enclose  the  draft  of  my  letter  to  the  Minister  at  War.  There  is 
nothing  new. 

To  Hit  Bxctllency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Frenada,  4th  Dec.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  and  its  enclosures,  which  I  have  received  from  Sir 
R.  Kennedy,  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  in  the  construction  of  a  jeUe  on 
the  Tagus  at  Junqueira.  The  object  in  constructing  ihisjetee  is  to  facili> 
tate  and  expedite  the  landing  of  provisions  and  stores ;  in  which  object  it 
would  appear  that  the  Portuguese  government  are  interested,  if  they  are 
at  all  interested  in  facilitating  the  defence  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  military  object;  and  I  have  always  understood,  and  have  known, 
that  private  property  of  all  descriptions,  com,  trees,  horses,  cattle,  carts, 
houses,  &c.,  have  been  seized  by  embargo  when  required  for  military 
purpose0,  generally  without  payment ;  but  whether  with  or  without  pay- 
ment, every  thing  has  been  seized  that  is  required  by  the  Portuguese 
army,  without  consulting  the  inclination  of  the  owner. 

Probably  the  government  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  rule  ought  not 
in  reason  to  be  required  to  be  applied  to  the  wants  of  a  foreign  army, 
however  necessary  the  assistance  of  that  foreign  army  to  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  although  that  foreign  army  are  willing  to  pay  for  what 
is  required.  However,  as  I  differ  in  opinion  with  the  government  upon 
this  subject,  I  request  that,  if  the  refusal  to  force  Senhor  Caldas  to  sup- 
ply the  wood  required,  for  payment,  is  persisted  in,  you  will  bring  thb 
case  under  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's  government  I  shall  cer- 
tainly bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal. 

The  A.Q,  to  Mtyor  Qtn.  Pmeoektf  Luban,  5(h  Dec  1813. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  accompanying  communica- 
tion from  the  Acting  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  at  Lisbon,  eiroressive  of  the  difficulties 

that  ttill  exist  in  proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  D.  A.  C.  G, .    As  his  ExceU 

lency  has  already  unequivocally  decided  that  Mr. shall  be  arraigned  upon 

the  charees  originally  framed,  I  am  to  request  that  the  blank  in  the  6th  charge 
may  be  mled  up  by  the  Dep.  Judee  Advocate,  on  referring  himself  to  the  report 

of  the  Board  held  to  investigate  Mr.  *s  store  accounts.    If  Mr.  can 

satisfactorily  account  for  these  deficiencies,  or  pove  their  expenditure,  he  will 
doubtless  receive  that  acouittal  to  which  he  has  the  claim;  but  tlie  general 

conduct  of  Mr. ,  while  in  chanre  of  the  depdt  at  Abrantes,  has    equally 

impressed  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  and  the  Commissary  Gen.  tliat  he 
has  been  guilty  of  bad  practices  which  imperiously  demand  public  inquiry. 

To  8.  Hunter,  Esq.,  Dep.  Paymaster  General.  Freneda,  6th  Dec  1813. 

Dr.  M*Grigor  has  represented  to  me  the  great  inconvenience  felt  by 
the  officers  of  the  Medical  staff*,  in  consequence  of  their  being  unable  to 
receive  their  pay  at  the  several  hospital  stations  at  which  they  are  em- 
ployed, even  at  the  late  periods  at  which  the  Staff  pay,  paid  from  the 
ordinaries  of  the  army,  is  issued  to  the  army  at  large,  there  being  at  those 
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hospital  stations  no  branch  of  the  pay  department  It  has,  therefore, 
appeared  to  me  to  be  expedient  to  direct  that  the  Purveyor  Gen.  of  the 
hospital  shall  give  in  an  estimate  every  2  months  of  the  Staff  pay  due  to 
the  whole  medical  department  attached  to  this  army,  wherever  stationed, 
with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  it  at  Cadiz ;  and  that  a  warrant  shall  be 
made  out  in  the  name  of  the  Purveyor  Gen.  to  enable  him  to  receive  the 
Staff  pay  of  the  whole  department  for  whom  he  will  have  estimated ;  for 
which  sum  he  will  give  his  receipt  in  triplicate.  He  will  then  issue  their 
pay  to  the  several  officers  entitl^  to  receive  it,  taking  their  receipts  in 
triplicate,  which  he  will  forward  to  the  office  at  Lisbon,  when  his  receipt 
will  be  returned. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Freneda,  6th  Dec.  1813. 

According  to  your  Royal  Highness'  former  directions,  I  have  given 
directions  that  the  privates  of  Uie  24th  regt.  and  of  the  2d  batt.  38th 
regt.  should  be  transferred  to  the  Ist  battalions  of  those  regiments  re- 
spectively, and  that  the  skeletons  of  those  2  battalions  should  be  sent  to 
England. 

I  have  directed  that  the  effectives  of  the  Queen's  regt,  the  24th,  30th, 

G.  O.  Freneda,  Cth  Dee.  181 S. 

%  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  Mr. ,  of  the  Commissariat,  may 

be  put  in  close  arrest  for  haring  caused  to  be  tried  and  flogged,  in  the  market  place  of 
Sabugal,  a  Portuguese  inhabitant  of  Ma^l  do  Chfto. 

5  to  14.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  having  received  an  order  to  transfer  the  2d  batts. 
of  the  4th  and  dSth  regts.  into  the  1st,  the  following  arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pose :  The  private  men  belonging  to  the  2d  batts.  4th  and  38th  regts.,  in  Portugal  and  Spain, 
are  to  be  transferred  into  the  1st  batts.,  and  are  to  be  distributed  into  companies  in  the  1st 
batts.,  with  the  exception  of  men  deemed  unfit  at  present  for  service  in  the  field.  All  men 
missing  from  the  2d  batts.  are  to  be  kept  on  the  strength  of  the  2d  batts.  Thetransfer  is  to 
be  made  immediately,  and  the  officers  commanding  companies  in  6)e  2d  batts.  are  to  draw 
pay  for  them  up  to  the  24th  inst,  and  are  to  account  in  the  usual  manner  wifii  the  officers 
commanding  companies  in  the  1st  batts.,  to  whose  companies  their  men  will  be  transferred' 
under  this  order.  When  this  transfer  shall  be  completed,  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  staff  of  the  2d  batts.,  and  such  private  men  as  remain,  are  to  proceed  by  route 
furnished  by  the  Q.  M.  G.  to  Lisbon,  preparatory  to  their  embarkation  for  England.  The 
Commander  of  the  Forces  having  received  an  order  to  transfer  the  2d  batt.  4th  regt  into 
the  1st,  the  following  arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  that  purpose: 

15.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  the  Commanding  and  other  officers  of  the  2d 
batt  4th  regt  and  2d  batt  38th  regt,  and  those  parts  of  the  regiments  which  will  still  belong 
to  these  battalions,  will  accept  his  thanks  for  their  services  since  they  have  been  under  bis 
command.  The  Q.  M.  G.  will  give  a  route  for  the  march  of  the  2d  batt  4th  regt  and 
2d  batt  38th  regt  to  Lisbon,  and  will  apply  for  a  passage  for  those  regiments  to  England. 

17.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  all  the  effective  privates  on  the  returns  of 
the  Queen  s  regt.,  2d  batt  24th,  2d  batt  30th,  2d  batt  44th,  2d  batt.  53d,  and  the  2d  batt. 
58th  regti.  shsll  be  transferred  into  4  companies  of  those  battalions  respectively,  into  which 
4  companies  those  privates  are  to  be  equally  distributed. 

18.  Men  deemed  unfit  for  service  m  the  field,  and  men  on  the  strength  of  those  batta- 
lions respeotivelv,  returned  missing,  are  to  belong  to  the  6  companies  from  which  the 
effectives  are  to  be  transferred. 

19.  The  officers  commanding  the  companies  from  which  the  men  are  to  be  transferred, 
are  to  draw  pay  for  them  to  the  24th  Dec.  1812,  and  are  to  account  in  the  usual  manner 
with  the  ofiloers  commanding  the  companies  to  which  the  soldiers  will  be  transferred  under 
this  order. 

20.  These  transfers  are  to  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  these  orders; 
and  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  jjrivates,  still  belonging  to  the  companies  ut 
the  several  battalions  from  which  tlie  transfer  will  have  been  made,  are  to  be  sent  to  Lisbon, 
where  they  are  to  embark  for  England. 

21.  The  Commanding  officers  and  Stuff  of  the  2d  batt  24th,  2d  hatt  dOth,  and  2d  batt 
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44tb,  53d,  and  58th,  should  be  transferred  into  4  companies  of  each  of 
those  battalions,  and  that  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of 
those  companies  from  which  the  privates  have  been  transferred  should  be 
sent  home.  I  have  formed  the  4  companies  of  the  Queen's  and  the  4 
companies  of  the  53d  into  a  battalion  ;  the  4  companies  of  the  24th  and 
tlie  4  companies  of  the  58th  into  another;  and  the  4  companies  of  the  30th 
and  the  4  companies  of  the  44th  into  another.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
orders  which  1  have  issued  upon  this  subject,  from  which  your  Royal 
Highness  will  see  the  detail  of  the  arrangement 

My  reason  for  adopting  this  arrangement  is,  that  I  have  for  the  service 
in  this  country  the  whole  number  of  men  of  which  these  provisional  bat- 
talions will  be  composed,  all  of  whom  are  seasoned  to  ihe  service  and 
climate.  Experience  has  shown  that  they  could  not  be  replaced  by  three 
times  their  numbers  brought  from  England,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  However,  if  your  Royal  Highness  disapproves  of  the  arrange- 
ment, it  will  be  easy  to  break  up  these  battalions,  and  to  send  the  officers 
and  men  home,  upon  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  orders  to  that 
effect. 

If  your  Royal  Highness  should  approve  of  the  arrangement,  I  should 
wish  to  extend  its  principle  to  the  51st  and  68th  regts.,  and  to  send  home 

53d  regts.  are  to  remain  with  the  4  companies  of  each  of  those  battalions,  into  which  the 
privates  of  the  6  companies  will  be  transferretl  under  these  orders. 

33.  The  Commanding  officers  and  Staff  of  the  Queen\  3d  batt  44th,  and  3d  batt  63d 
re^.  are  to  return  to  England  with  the  6  companies  of  those  battalioni^  from  which  the 
privates  will  be  transferred  undc'r  these  orders. 

33.  The  2d  batt.  31st  and  3d  batt  60th,  formed  mto  a  provbional  battalion,  under  the 
orders  of  the  6th  Jane,  181 1,  are  to  be  the  1st  provisional  batt 

34.  The  4  companies  of  the  Queen's  and  4  companies  of  the  53d  are  to  be  the  3d  provi- 
sioiial  batt,  and  are  to  be  commanded  by  Lieut  Col.  Bingham,  of  the  53d  regt 

35.  The  4  companies  of  the  3d  batt  34th,  and  4  comiianies  of  the  3d  batt.  58th,  are  to  be 
ihe  3d  provisional  batt,  and  are  to  be  commanded  by  Lieut  Col.  Kelly,  of  tbe  34th  regt. 

36.  The  4  companies  of  the  3d  batt  30th,  and  4  companies  of  the  3d  batt.  44th,  are  to 
be  the  4th  provisional  batt,  and  are  to  be  commanded  by  Lieut  CoL  Hamilton,  of  the 
30th  regt 

37.  The  Staff  of  the  3d  batt  53d,  3d  batt.  3ltb,  and  3d  batt  30th,  are  to  perform  the 
duties  of  tbe  se\'eral  provisional  battalions  to  which  they  will  be  attached. 

38.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  3d,  3d.  and  4th  Provisional  batts.  will,  in  their  daily 
and  weekly  states,  and  monthly  returns,  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  account 
only  for  the  men  present  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  specifying  to  what  regiment  they  belong. 

39.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  3a  batt  53d,  3d  batt.  34th,  and  3d  batt  30di,  will, 
in  their  returns  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  at  the  Horse  Guaids,  return  6  companies  from  each  eft 
those  battalions  respectively  detached  in  England,  accounting  lor  their  strength. 

30.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  4  companies  respectively  of  the  Queen's,  3d  batt. 
44th,  and  2d  batt  58th  regts.  are  to  send  regular  weekly  states  to  the  Commanding  officer 
of  their  battalion  in  England,  accounting  for  their  strength }  and  the  Commanding  officer  of 
tlie  Queen's,  3d  batt.  44th,  and  3d  batt  58th  regts.,  are,  in  their  returns  to  tbe  Adj. 
Gen.  at  the  Horse  Guards,  to  return  the  4  companies  of  their  several  battalions  detached 
in  Portugal,  accounting  for  their  strength. 

31 .  The  General  dBcers  commanding  divisions  and  brigades,  in  which  tiiese  several 
battalions  are  serving,  are  requested  to  superintend  the  execution  of  these  orders.  They 
will  see  that  the  companies  which  are  to  remain  in  this  army  are  complete  in  efficient 
officers  and  noncommissioned  officers,  and  in  all  their  equipments. 

33.  Tbe  mules  attached  to  the  3d  batt  4ib,  3d  batt  38th,  tbe  Queen's  re^,  3d  batt.  58th, 
and  2d  batt  44th,  for  the  carriage  of  the  intrenching  tools  of  those  battalions  respectively, 
are  to  be  banded  over  to  the  Commissaries  of  tbe  several  brigades  in  which  those  oattalious 
have  been  serving. 

39.  Tbe  Q.  M.  G.  will  send  routes  for  the  march  of  these  several  battalioris  to  join  I  lie 
divisions  to  which  they  are  attached  under  these  orders,  as  soon  as  the  troops  to  wliom  they 
refer  will  have  received  their  clothing. 
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the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  4  companies  of  each  of  those 
regiments.  I  should  wish,  however,  as  those  are  light  regiments,  still  to 
keep  them  as  separate  battalions,  each  consisting  of  6  companies,  in  this 
country. 

To  Cd.  Tonent,  Military  Secretary.  Freueda,  6th  Dec.  1812. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  has  been  put  into  my  hands  by  Lieut  Col. 
Jackson,*  who  is  now  doing  the  duty  of  A.  Q.  M.  G.  with  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir 
R.  Hill's  detachment.  He  is  called  from  that  duty  to  perform  that  of  a 
mounted  officer  with  a  battalion  of  Guards. 

I  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  the  wish  of  one  of  their 
Royal  Highnesses  respecting  their  regiment  as  a  law,  and  have  acted  ac- 
cordingly, when  it  has  not  militated  with  His  Majesty's  regulations.  I 
^g  you,  however,  to  represent  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  R.  HID  has  informed  me  that  he  shall  feel  the  greatest  incon- 
venience from  the  want  of  the  assistance  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jackson ;  and  I 
certainly  don't  know  where  I  shall  find  an  officer  qualified  to  replace  him 
in  that  situation.  It  might  not  be  difficult  to  find  one  to  replace  him  as 
a  mounted  officer  with  the  Coldstream  Guards. 

I  have  frequently  mentioned  to  you  the  great  inconvenience  which  I 
felt  from  the  constant  change  of  officers  in  charge  of  every  important 
department,  or  filling  every  situation  of  rank  or  responsibility  with  this 
army.  No  man  can  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  this  inconvenience  who  has 
not  got  this  great  machine  to  keep  in  order  and  to  direct ;  and  together 
with  the  British  army,  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  concerns,  the  labor 
which  these  constant  changes  occasion  is  abo  of  the  most  distressing  de- 
scription. No  sooner  is  an  arrangement  made,  the  order  given,  and  the 
whole  in  a  train  of  execution,  than  a  gentleman  comes  out  who  has  pro- 
bably but  little  knowledge  of  the  practical  part  of  his  duty  in  any  coun- 
try, and  none  whatever  in  this  most  difficult  of  all  scenes  of  military 
operation.  Nobody  in  the  British  army  ever  reads  a  regulation  or  an 
order  as  if  it  were  to  be  a  guide  for  his  conduct,  or  in  any  other  manner 
than  as  an  amusing  novel ;  and  the  consequence  is^  that  when  compli- 
cated arrangements  are  to  be  carried  into  execution  (and  in  this  country 
the  poverty  of  its  resources  renders  them  all  complicated),  every  gentle- 
man proceeds  according  to  his  fancy ;  and  then,  when  it  is  found  that  the 
arrangement  fails  (as  it  must  fail  if  the  order  is  not  strictly  obeyed),  they 
come  upon  me  to  set  matters  to  rights,  and  thus  my  labor  is  increased 
ten  fold. 

The  officers  on  the  Staff  of  the  British  army  are  effectives  in  regi- 
ments ;  and  considering  that  it  is  most  important  to  every  army  to  have 
good  and  efficient  Staff  officers,  I  don't  know  that  the  Colonels  of  regi- 
ments have  any  right  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  officers 
to  the  Staff  from  their  regiments,  or  to  occasion  by  their  influence  the 
relinquishment  of  their  offices  on  the  Staff  when  they  think  proper.  If 
they  have  this  power  of  interference,  it  is  one  which  may  very  mate- 
rially affect  the  public  interests,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised  lightly 
or  with  caprice.  At  the  same  time  I  admit  the  necessity  of  keeping  rcgi- 
*  Lieut.  Geii.  Sir  Richard  JacluoD,  G.C.B. 
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mentt  well  officered,  but  I  should  wish  to  know  who  is  more  interested 
in  keeping  regiments  well  officered  than  the  officer  who  commands  the 
army? 

To  lianhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  6th  Dec.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d.     The  charges  against  Capt. 

are  so  serious,  that  I  cannot  allow  him  to  go  unpunished,  unless  he  should 
give  in  his  resignation  to  quit  the  service  forthwith.  I  have  ordered  him 
in  arrest 

I  am  very  much  afraid  that  I  cannot  give  Major  MacGregor  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  Veteran  Battalion. 

To  Liait  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K3.  Freoeda,  8tb  Deo.  1813,  4  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  7th.  I  was  in  hopes  I  had  put 
your  troops  in  a  plentiful  country.  I  knew  that  part  of  it  had  supplied 
the  consumption  of  Marmont's  army  last  year,  from  July  to  December, 
and  that  in  this  year  they  had  not  a  single  soldier  near  them.  I  likewise 
recollected  the  fertility  of  the  same  country  in  the  year  1809,  and  I  knew 
that  there  was  plenty  of  barley,  at  least  about  Zarza,  in  this  year. 

However,  all  that  I  can  say  is,  that  I  placed  the  army  in  canton- 
ments for  its  convenience,  and  in  order  that  the  horses  might  recover 
their  condition,  and  the  men  their  discipline,  and  it  is  nearly  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  me  where  they  are  cantoned.  If  the  province  of  Ck>ria 
and  Plasencia  cannot  supply  even  the  straw  wanted  for  your  infantry,  and 
the  few  cavalry  which  I  suppose  you  must  keep  with  you,  you  must  then 
go  elsewhere ;  and  when  I  shall  learn  this  is  decidedly  the  case,  I  will 
point  out  the  place  for  your  cantonments. 

If  the  13th  dragoons  and  Gen.  Slade's  brigade  cannot  be  supplied 
where  they  are,  they  had  better  cross  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara,  and  stay 
either  in  Estremadura  south  of  the  Tagus,  or  cross  the  frontier  and  go  to 
Portalegre.  If  they  cannot  live  there,  they  must  go  to  Lisbon.  But 
some  exertion  must  be  made  by  the  officers  of  the  cavalry  to  prevent  the 
waste  of  forage  wherever  they  go. 

I  have  got  3  divisions  of  infantry,  and  3  brigades  of  cavalry,  with  their 
artillery,  well  cantoned  and  supplied  in  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  which 
is  neither  of  half  the  extent  or  fertility,  or  so  well  peopled,  as  the  valleys 
of  the  Tietar  and  the  Alagon,  nor  is  Uiere  one  town  of.  40  houses  in  the 
whole  extent  of  it.  But  I  must  do  the  General  officers  of  the  cavalry 
the  justice  to  say  that  they  are  desirous  of  overcoming,  and  not  of  making 
difficulties. 

I  don't  agree  with  the  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur  that  Soult's  troops 
have  not  gone  to  Oropesa.  They  have  certainly  gone  there  and  to  Arzo- 
bispo,  and  are  about  to  look  for  food  south  of  the  Tagus. 

TV  A,0.  to  Liemi,  CoL  Elbf,  A.A,Q,,  analry,  8th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  the  Commander  of  the  Forces*  directions  to  acquaint  you,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  1  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  Lieut.  Col.  Rooke,  covering 

an  application  from  Major  Gen. for  permission  to  proceed  to  Lisbon,  that 

his  Excellency  is  sorry  to  refuse  any  leave  asked  by  a  General  officer,  but  that  if 
Major  Gen. persists  in  reqiiiruig  the  leave,  his  Excellency  will  accede  to  its 
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keing  granted.  Tlie  Coinmaiider  of  the  Forces  bad  hoped  that  the  General 
officers  of  the  army  would  have  manifested  a  desire  to  attend  to  the  objects  held 
out  to  their  serious  attention  in  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  28th  ult.,  and  the 

Commander  of  the  Forces  does  not  see  any  reason  why  Major  Gen. 's  steward 

could  not  attend  him  in  his  cantonmeuts. 

7%tA,0,to  Limit,  Gm,  ih§  Han.  O.  L,  Coh,  Hk  dmtithm.  8th  Dec.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  covering  an  appli- 
cation from  Major  Gen. for  leave  to  visit  .Oporto ;  and  having  submitted  the 

same  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  his 
Excellency  is  sorry  to  refuse  any  leave  asked  by  a  General  officer ;  but  that  if 

Major  Gen. persists  in  requiring  the  leave,  his  Excellency  will  accede  to 

its  being  granted.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  had  hoped  that  the  General 
officers  of  the  army  would  have  manifested  a  desire  to  attend  to  the  objects  held 
out  to  their  serious  attention  in  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  28th  idt. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  9th  Dec  1813. 

I  am  glad  to  find  from  your  letter  of  the  3d  that  the  arrangements  of 
D'Urban's  cavalry,  and  the  cantonments  of  the  army  in  general,  will  have 
been  satisfactory. 

I  did  not  move  the  20th  regt.,  as  I  wished  to  be  in  some  strength  here- 
abouts, and  meant  it  should  wait  till  relieved ;  but  I  have  now  desired 
that  it  may  move  as  soon  as  the  weather  shall  be  a  little  settled. 

I  don't  see  why  the  22d  should  remain  at  Merida. 

P.S.  It  would  probably  be  best,  under  existing  circumstances,  not  to 
put  a  regiment  of  militia  in  Almeida,  but  to  keep  the  three  disposable  for 
the  garrisons  in  Alentejo. 

I  thought  of  a  regiment  of  the  line  for  Almeida,  to  save  calling  out  the 
militia ;  and  if  we  can  carry  the  war  forward  again,  as  I  hope  we  may, 
we  might  then  put  the  militia  regiment  in  Almeida. 

To  Ueut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  9Ch  Dec.  1812,  4  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  8th.  When  I  wrote  to  you  to 
retire,  if  necessary,  upon  Castello  Branco,  it  was  in  the  notion  that  the 
enemy  might  be  too  strong  for  you  in  your  front.  I  had  no  idea  that  the 
provinces  of  Coria  and  Plasencia  would  not  feed  your  troops ;  if  I  had 
entertained  such  an  idea,  I  should  not  have  directed  them  for  relief  on 
Lower  Beira.  They  should  have  crossed  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara,  and 
gone  from  thence  into  Estremadura  and  the  Alentejo. 

I  am  not  astonished  at  Major  TuIIoh's  being  unable  to  get  his  carriages 
into  Idanha  a  Nova.  Let  him  go  immediately  with  the  Portuguese  artil- 
lery wherever  he  pleases.  As  for  the  British  artillery,  it  may  remain 
where  you  please,  in  any  place  where  the  horses  and  men  can  be  fed. 
In  regard  to  forage,  oflficers  are  much  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that  any 
town  in  the  Peninsula,  however  large,  will  furnish  forage  for  a  large 

Q.  O.  Fremda,  9tli  Dee.  18l». 

3.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  that  the  General  offlceri  commandiug  divisions 
and  brigades  will  call  the  attention  of  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  to  the  delays  in 
sending  in  the  states,  retttms,  and  other  information  called  for  from  the  different  regiments 
Eren  those  matters  aie  neglected  in  which  the  officers  of  the  army  are  tbemselres  most  inter- 
ested. And  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  not  yet  received  the  answers  from  aU  the 
regiments  to  the  circular  letter,  written  by  his  directions,  requesting  that  recommendations 
might  be  sent  from  the  several  regiments  for  commissions  in  the  13th  Veteran  battalkn* 
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nuraber  of  animals  for  a  length  of  time.  The  hones  of  a  brigade  of 
cavalry,  or  even  of  a  brigade  of  artillery,  must  be  separated  by  20  or  30 
in  each  village.  They  should  be  cantoned  with  the  infantry,  and  by  this 
mode  all  would  get  good  stabling  and  forage,  even  in  a  country  wUch  it 
might  be  supposed  would  produce  none. 

However,  I  should  prefer  that  the  horses  should  go  even  to  Lisbon, 
than  that  I  should  be  disappointed  in  my  h(^pee  of  having  the  cavalry  in 
good  order  early  in  the  campaign. 

I  imagine  you  are  mistaken  in  supposing  the  bridge  at  Alcantara  not 
to  be  ready.  There  is  a  letter  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  it,  of  the  4th 
inst.,  in  which  he  says,  that  it  was  then  ready  to  be  laid  down.  It  would 
require  only  12  hours  to  lay  it  down  when  you  should  give  orders  for  it 

To  Major  Gen.  H.  ClintoD.  Freneda,  9th  Dec.  1813^  10  a.m. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  you  have  done  and  will  do  every  thing  in  your  power  for  the 
good  of  your  division. 

If  matters  turn  out  only  tolerably  well  during  the  winter,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  take  the  field  very  early  with  a  very  large  army ;  and  I  am  very 
anxious  that  you  should  be  back  at  an  early  period.  As  business  requires 
your  absence,  the  sooner  you  go  the  better,  and  come  back  as  soon  as 
you  can.  In  regard  to  your  going  to  the  Mediterranean,  I  confess  that  I 
don't  think  the  service  on  that  side  of  the  Peninsula  is  very  promising  at 
present. 

I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  your  brother,  and  I  saw  one  from  Lord 
W.  Bentinck  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley.  Your  brother  was  so  much  inferior 
in  strength  to  Suchet,  particularly  in  cavalry,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
take  the  field.  Lord  William  states  his  intention  to  send  5000  men,  British, 
Italian,  and  Sicilian,  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  to  come  himself  to  take 
the  command.  This  will  make  his  numerical  force  equal  to  Suchet's  in 
Valencia,  as  it  is  stated  by  your  brother ;  but  not  equal  to  what  is  stated 
in  the  returns  which  I  have.  In  those  returns,  however,  Poles  are  in- 
cluded, who  probably  have  been  drawn  away  for  the  war  in  the  north. 
But  still,  supposing  the  numbers  nearly  equal,  the  want  of  cavalry  is  a 
great  drawback.  I  would  therefore  recommend  this  scene  to  you,  rather 
than  that  on  the  eastern  coast  When  you  go,  as  Pakenham  will  be  re- 
lieved from  the  charge  of  the  3d  division,  I  propose  to  send  him  to  take 
care  of  your's  till  you  return. 

P.S.  When  you  wish  to  go,  make  an  official  application  for  leave, 
stating  how  long  you  wish  to  stay. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C  Stuart,  iLB.  Franeda,  9&  Dec.  I8I3. 

Just  to  show  you  what  a  Portuguese  complaint  is,  I  enclose  one  which 

I  received  from  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Sabugal  against  Mr. of  the 

Commissariat,  whom  I  ordered  into  close  arrest  for  his  conduct;  and  an 
officer  went  over  from  hence  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  preparatory 
to  Mr. *s  trial. 

As  soon  as  the  Juiz  de  Fora  found  that  the  matter  was  to  be  seriously 
noticed,  he  wrote  the  enclosed  letter  of  the  7th  inst ;  and  in  the  mean  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL,  205 

I  understand  that  he  has  been  constantly  living  with  Mr. ,  and  the 

officer  of  whom  he  complained. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  that  the  Juiz  de  Fora  has  given 

Mr. a  certificate  of  his  good  conduct,  and  stating  his  wish,  and  that 

of  the  inhabitants,  that  he  should  return  to  Sabugal. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  the  Secretary  at  War.  Freneda,  9th  Deo.  1813. 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration  the  application  of 

Ensign ^  of  the  —  regt,  to  receive  the  pension  granted  to  Ensigns 

for  the  loss  of  a  limb,  although,  at  the  period  when  he  received  the  wound 
which  rendered  amputation  necessary,  he  had  not  a  commission,  but  was 
serving  as  a  volunteer  in  the — regt,  and  is  therefore  by  the  regulation 
not  entitled  to  the  allowance  which  has  lately  been  granted  to  officers  in 
his  situation. 

Ta  Earl  Bathnnt  Freneda,  9th  Dec.  1811. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  field  equipment  required  for 
the  use  of  the  army  under  my  command;  and  I  beg  that  your  Lordship 
may  be  pleased  to  cause  the  different  articles  to  be  sent  to  Lisbon  as  soon 
aa  may  he  po«ible. 

To  Karl  Bathunt.  Fteneda,  9th  Dec.  1812. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  I  addressed  you  on  the  2d  inst.  Some  of 
Marshal  Soult's  troops  arrived  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus  on  the  3d  inst. 

The  Spanish  troops  were  still  at  Madrid  in  the  end  of  last  month. 

By  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  W.  Clinton  from  Alicante,  of  the  8th 
Nov.,  I  learn  that  he  had  not  thought  his  force  sufficiently  strong  to  attack 
Marshal  Suchet,  and  he  was  still  at  Alicante. 

Accounts  from  the  north  of  Spain  state  that  Gen.  Caffarelli  had  re- 
turned with  the  troops,  which  I  informed  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  of 
the  1th  ult.  had  been  seen  passing  Torqueroada  on  the  4th  Nov.  It  is 
reported  that  he  has  since  gone  to  France  with  the  division  of  the  Imperial 
Guard,  which  still  remained  in  Spain  under  his  command. 

To  Maidial  Sir  W.  C.  Bereiford,  K.B.  Freneda,  10th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  6th,  and  I  am  glad  that  you  concur 
in  the  disposition  of  D'Urban's  cavalry.  Campbell  is  gone  into  the 
Alentejo,  and  I  yesterday  desired  Hill  to  send  Major  Tulloh's  artillery  to 
Elvas  and  Estremoz,  where  he  proposed  it  should  be  sent 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  American  news.  If  Buonaparte  has 
any  money,  he  will  send  out  a  fleet  if  he  is  wise.    But  he  has  no  money. 

I  am  glad  that  your  ideas  and  mine  agree  about  your  military  situation. 
It  is  certain  that  government  have  always  thought  it  necessary  to  have 
an  officer  here,  selected  by  them  to  succeed  to  the  command,  in  case  I 
should  be  deprived  of  it ;  and  there  are  some  of  the  government  so  partial 
to  old  practice  and  precedent,  that  they  don't  like  a  departure  from  either, 
in  not  calling  this  officer  second  in  command.  This  officer  might 
have  been  very  useful  in  the  days  of  councils  of  war,  &c. ;  it  may  look 
well  in  a  newspaper  to  see  that  such  a  General  officer  is  *  second  in  com« 
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mand.'  But  th«re  is  nobody  in  a  modern  army  who  must  not  see  that 
there  is  no  duty  for  the  second  in  command  to  perform,  and  that  this 
office  is  useless.  It  is  at  the  same  time  inconvenient,  as  it  gives  the 
holder  pretensions  which  can't  be  gratified  except  at  the  public  incon- 
venience. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  government  on  this 
subject,  with  yours. 

I  don't  know,  and  indeed  I  don't  believe,  that  government  have  any 
distinct  idea  upon  this  subject ;  but  I  happen  to  know  that  they  did  not 
consider  — —  as  second  in  command  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca. 

Matters  being  quiet  here,  and  having  put  every  tiung  in  train  ibr  the 
re-equipment  of  the  army,  I  am  about  to  go  to  Cadiz  to  tee  what  I  can 
io  there,  and  what  is  the  real  situation  of  affairs.  I  propose  to  get  into 
fortune's  way,  if  I  should  be  able  to  assemble  an  army  sufficiently  strong ; 
and  we  may  make  a  lucky  hit  in  the  commencement  of  next  campaign. 
But  it  is  obvious  that  we  can't  expect  to  save  the  Peninsula  by  military 
efforts,  unless  we  can  bring  forward  the  Spaniards  in  some  shape  or  other ; 
and  I  want  to  see  how  far  I  can  venture  to  go,  in  putting  the  Spanish 
army  in  a  state  to  do  something.  In  your  life  you  never  saw  any  thing 
so  beid  as  the  Galicians ;  yet  they  are  the  finest  body  of  men  and  best 
movers  I  have  ever  seen. 

God  knows  the  prospect  of  success  from  this  journey  of  mine  is  not 
bright,  but  still  it  is  best  to  try  something. 

The  20th  regt.  will  march  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  a  little  settled. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Fraieda,  10th  Dec.  1812,  6  p.m. 

I  have  received  yours  of  6  p.m.  yesterday  evening.  1  doubt  the  French 
Laving  arrived  at  Truxillo  in  time  for  the  Alcalde  at  Brozas  to  hear  of 
this  event  on  the  8th  in  the  evening.  If  they  have  gone  there,  it  can  be 
only  a  small  detachment. 

I  propose  gomg  to  Cadiz ;  and  as  you  will  command  the  troops  in  this 
quarter  in  my  absence,  which  will  last  about  3  weeks,  it  is  desirable  that 
I  should  see  you. 

I  leave  this  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  shall  be  at  Moraleja  that 
afternoon,  where  I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  you  on  that  day. 

P.S.  If  you  mean  to  dine  at  Moraleja,  you  had  better  bring  your  things, 
as  I  shall  have  nothing  with  me. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.R.  Freneda,  10th  Dec  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  Gren.  Alava  has  received  regarding  the  conduct 
of  an  officer  of  the  Commissariat,  who  was  in  charge  of  catde  passing  at 
Payo,  and  is  said  to  belong  to  the  2d  division  of  the  army. 

You  will  see  that  his  name  is  said  to  be  Stourk,  but  Sir  R.  Kennedy 
does  not  know  of  any  person  of  ^btt  name  in  the  department  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  inquire  what  person  of  the  Com- 
missariat passed  lately  at  Payo  with  cattle  to  the  2d  division  of  infantry ; 
and  send  to  Payo  to  have  him  identified,  and  let  him  be  pat  in  close  arrest, 
and  let  me  know  his  name,  that  I  may  have  diargea  brought  agaioit  him 
without  loss  of  time. 
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The  officer  of  the  Staff  Corps  referred  to  is  I  believe  Lieut.  Reid,  who 
was  lately  sent  from  hence  to  survey  the  course  of  the  Tietar. 

To  Hia  Escdlency  Sir  C.  Smart,  K.B.  Freneda,  10th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  and  I  will  speak  to  Mr.  Kennedy 
respecting  Mr.  Sampayo's  concern.  1  have  always  entertained  the  best 
opinion  of  Mr.  Sampayo,  and  have  given  my  consent  to  several  arrange- 
ments proposed  by  him,  solely  because  I  relied  implicitly  on  his  integrity. 

I  may  be  wrong  in  my  notions  respecting  the  circulation  of  our  Com- 
missariat bilb ;  but  I  have  been  at  least  consistent  in  entertaining  them. 
From  what  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  2d,  you  will  observe  that  I 
entertained  them  in  the  first  year  I  was  in  the  Peninsula.  You  will  find 
them  again  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  April  last,  regarding  the  payment  of 
a  debt  to  Messrs.  Alcock  and  Co.,  on  account  of  some  bills  which  they 
had  purchased;  and  I  am  now  quite  certain  that  if  our  debts  and  the 
Commissariat  bills  had  never  been  purchased  by  the  sharks  at  Lisbon, 
our  finances  would  now  have  been  in  a  much  better  state ;  at  the  same 
time  that  the  people  of  the  country,  those  who  have  really  supplied  us 
with  something  for  our  money,  would  have  received  more  value  for  their 
commodities  than  they  have  received. 

There  is  no  person  better  acquainted  with  these  opinions,  whether  true 
or  false,  than  Mr.  Sampayo ;  and  it  is  not  astonishing  that  I  should  have 
been  shaken  by  his  having  had  any  concern  in  such  transactions.  How- 
ever, I  am  willing  to  believe  he  did  what  he  thought  was  right  and 

proper,  more  particularly  as  he  says  that  Mr. knew  that  he  acted  as 

he  did;  and  I  shall  speak  to  the  Commissary  Gen.,  and  will  endeavor  to 
remove  any  bad  impression  he  may  have  received  on  the  same  subject     I 

mikst  observe,  however,  en  passant^  that  Mr. has  shown  himself  in 

this  instance  again  to  be  so  stupid  as  to  be  quite  unfit  for  the  situation  in 
which  he  is  placed. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  bills  on  the  Treasury  having  been  exchanged  for 
the  Commissariat  bills,  and  the  transaction  being  closed,  you  did  not 
allow  it  to  remain  as  it  was. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Freneda,  lOtfa  Dec  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  for  which  1  am  much  obliged  to 
you.  Government  appear  to  be  at  last  making  a  serious  effort  to  get  the 
better  of  the  American  navy,  which  might  as  well  have  been  made  before. 

If  Buonaparte  is  wise,  and  has  money,  he  will  send  out  a  large  fleet. 
He  has  no  money,  however,  and  he  must  have  found  before  now  that  a 
fleet  cannot  be  equipped  and  maintained,  as  he  maintains  his  armies,  by 
requisitions  on  the  imfortunate  coimtry  which  is  made  the  seat  of  war. 

Col.  Gordon,  the  Q.M.G.,  has  requested  me  to  apply  to  you  to  facilitate 
his  return  to  £ngland  in  a  ship  of  war.  I  must  mention  to  you  that  I 
have  received  very  particular  directions  from  government,  not  to  apply 
for  a  passage  in  a  man  of  war  for  any  officer  whose  return  is  not  occa- 
sioned by  the  public  service.  That  is  to  say,  that  government  is  not  to 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  an  officer's  passage  in  a  ship  of  war,  unless  the 
public  service  should  have  rendered  his  return  necessary. 
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Whenever  an  occasion  of  this  kind  occurs,  I  shall  apply  to  you  offi- 
cially, stating  the  cause  of  the  return  of  the  officer  to  England,  and  you 
will  grant  the  passage  or  not,  according  to  the  convenience  of  the  service, 
for  which  the  public  will  defray  the  expense.  But  many  officers  have 
occasion  to  go  for  other  reasons  besides  those  caused  by  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  they  are  anxious  to  go  in  a  ship  of  war.  It  may  be  in  your 
power  to  facilitate  their  being  gratified  in  this  respect,  either  by  recom- 
mending them  to  the  Captain  who  may  be  going  or  otherwise ;  and  if  it  is, 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you.  If  it  is  not,  they  must  go  by  the  packet, 
as  the  government  will  not  defray  the  expense  of  these  passages.  I  shall 
always  apply  for  these  as  I  now  do  for  that  of  Col.  Gordon,  apprising 
them  at  Uie  same  time,  as  I  have  him,  that  it  is  very  probable  that  you 
may  not  have  it  in  your  power  to  gratify  their  wishes.  I  mention  this  be- 
cause I  find  that  Adm.  Berkeley  is  in  a  scrape  for  not  attending  to  the 
distinction  between  officers  going  home  on  the  public  service,  and  officers 
going  home  on  their  private  concerns ;  on  an  occasion,  however,  in  which 
the  distinction  was  quite  clear.' 

7^  A.O»  to  Brig,  Gen,  Bradford,  Porhigium  brigadt,  lOdi  Dec.  1813. 

In  the  general  daily  state  of  the  army,  which  wan  this  morning  presented  to  his 
Excellency  tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces,  no  state  appeared  to  have  been  received 
from  your  brigade  since  the  26th  Nov.  last.  As  the  orders  of  his  Excellencv 
are  completely  defeated  by  inattentions  of  this  nature,  I  am  to  request  you  will 
call  upon  the  officer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  out  this  state,  for  his  reasons  for 
this  neglect,  that  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  the  same  explanation  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces. 

To  Bfarthal  Sir  W.  C.  Berasfotd,  K.B.  Frenedo,  1 1th  Dec.  1 813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  and  enclosures  which 
have  been  received  from  Gen.  Le  Cor,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 

Lieut.  Col. ,  of  the  Portuguese  artillery,  and  other  officers,  in  regard 

to  taking  forage  at  Idanha  a  Nova,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  given 
the  order,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  to  have  those  officers  put  in 
arrest 

I  enclose,  likewise,  the  copy  of  the  crime  charged  against  Lieut.  Col. 

G.  O.  Freneda,  llth  Dw.  1811. 

1.  The  Commander  c^  the  Forces  has  received  a  report  that,  notwithstanding  his 
repeated  orden  unon  the  subject  of  forage,  and  particnlarly  that  of  the  35th  Nor.  last,  and 
notwithstanding  the  evident  necesuty  which  exists  that  the  forage  which  has  been  provided 
for  the  troops  should  not  be  watted,  the  —  light  dragoons,  Lieut.  Col. *s  Portu- 
guese brigades  of  artillery,  and  Cant  *s  brigade  of  British  artillery,  went  into  the 
town  of  Idanha  a  Nova  on  the  5th  mst :  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  manner  in  which 
the  officers  of  the  troops  allowed  their  men  to  forage,  a  considerable  quantity  of  forage, 
which  had  been  provided  for  the  army,  was  wasted  and  destroyed. 

2.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces,  finding  that  he  cannot  prevail  upon  those  officers  to 
obey  his  orders,  and  to  attend  to  the  conduct  of  those  placed  under  their  command  and 
charge,  by  remonstrances,  and  by  pointing  out  to  them  the  consequences  of  their  inatten- 
tion to  their  duty,  desires  that  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  —  light  dragoons,  Capt. 

,  and  Lieut  Col.  ■  ■,  may  be  put  in  arrest  for  disobedience  of  orders;  the  two 

former  by  the  A.  A.  G.  attached  to  the  Sid  division  of  infantry,  and  the  latter  by  the 
officer  of  the  Staff  attached  to  tiieut  Gen. 's  division. 

3.  The  corps  of  Guides  is  in  future  to  consist  of  the  following  establishment : 

CspC.    Lleuli.    CoraetL    Q.  M.mij.    Seij.mnjor.    Serjeants.    CorponOs.    Parrtort.    PrKstes. 
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;  and  I  request  you  to  give  directions  that  he  may  be  brought  to 

trial  for  this  neglect  of  duty» 

Tp  LiMt  G«i.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freueda,  Uth  Dec.  1812,  11  a.m. 

I  enclose  letters  which  I  have  received  regarding  the  conduct  of  Lieut. 

CoL  's  and  Capt.  's  artillery,  and  the  —  light  dragoons,  at 

Idanha  a  Nova,  in  regard  to  forage.  This  conduct  occasions  the  difficulty 
in  cantoning  the  troops  in  any  country  during  the  2  or  3  months  of  the 
winter,  3  brigades  of  artillery  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry  get  together 
in  one  place;  and  in  one  day  they  destroy  four  times  ihe  quantity  of 
forage  for  which  they  give  receipts. 

I  have  ordered  a  General  Court  Martial  to  be  assembled  in  the  2d  divi- 
sion of  infantry,  before  which  I  request  that  the  Commanding  officer  of 

the  —  light  dragoons  and  Capt. may  be  brought,  on  charges  of 

which  the  enclosed  are  copies;  and  I  beg  that  the  Adj.  Gen.  attached  to 
the  2d  division  may  prosecute  them. 

The  complainants  at  Idanha  a  Nova  must  be  called  to  give  their  evi- 
dence before  this  Court  Martial. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  charge  against  Lieut.  Col. ,  which  I  request 

may  be  sent  to  him  by  the  staff  officer  attached  to  Gen.  Hamilton's 
division. 

To  Major  Gen.  H.  Clinton.  Freneds,  1 1th  Dec  1813^  noon. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8tfa.  The  G.  O.  of  the  4th  inst.  was 
not  intended  to  refer  to  you.  The  Q.  M.  G.  mentioned  to  me  what  you 
had  done  at  Celorico,  and  I  approved  of  it 

The  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  naturally  jealous  of  the 
general  hospitals ;  and  they  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  orders  occasion- 
ally to  the  men  of  their  regiments  in  hospital,  and  occasionally  to  the 
Commandants  at  the  hospital  stations,  to  send  particular  men  to  join  their 
regiments.  General  officers  adopted  the  same  practice ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence, nobody  was  responsible  either  for  the  march  of  the  men  from 
Uie  hospitals  at  the  proper  period  of  their  recovery,  or  for  the  conduct 
of  the  soldiers  on  their  march  to  join  their  regiments.  The  orders  were 
therefore  given  that  nobody  was  to  interfere  with  men  in  hospitals  ex- 
cepting the  Commandant. 

It  is  impossible  in  drawing  up  a  G.  O.  to  foresee  every  case  which 
ought  to  be  excepted  from  its  general  provisions ;  and  the  case  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  division  to  the  rear,  by  an  hospital  station  still  left  in  front,  is 
not  provided  for.  However,  the  General  officer  commanding  a  division 
would,  as  you  did,  communicate  with  the  officer  commanding  the  hospital 
station,  and  take  away  with  him  only  those  men  of  whose  departure  the 
Commandant  should  approve.  But  after  you  bad  passed,  orders  were  sent 
to  Major  Cimitiere  by  General  officers  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions,  as 
well  as  by  Commanding  officers  of  regiments,  and  adjutants,  and  even 
Serjeant  majors,  and  tiot  only  to  Major  Cimitiere,  but  to  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  sick  and  convalescents  under  his  command,  and  in  some 
instances  even  to  the  sick  themselves.  This  is  the  irregularity  to  which 
I  referred  in  the  G.  O.     The  fact  is,  however,  that  I  ought  to  have  given 
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an  order  that  the  convalescents  should  join  their  divisions  as  they  ]>as8ed 
Celorico.     But  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  every  thing. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Mmister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freneda,  Uth  Dec.  1812. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Don  E. 
Mexia,  the  Intendant  of  the  province  of  Castille,  in  which  you  will  ob- 
serve a  relation  of  the  practical  evils  resulting  from  the  appointment  of  a 
Captain  General  and  Staff  to  this  province. 

The  Intendant  of  the  army  (there  being  no  army)  has  seized  the  grain 
and  money  which  the  Civil  Intendant  of  the  province  had  destined  for  the 
consumption  of  the  troops  in  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  has 
applied  these  articles,  I  conclude,  for  the  support  of  the  staff  of  the  army 
of  Castille  established  at  Freizo.  I  hear  the  Lanceros  have  seized  and 
sold  another  portion,  which  they  had  been  appointed  to  escort  to  the 
garrison. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  written  to  Don  E. 
Mezia  regarding  the  supplies  received  by  the  army  under  my  command. 

To  Don  Esterau  Mexia.  Freneda,  Uth  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  which  I  have  forwarded  to 
the  Minister  at  War,  to  be  laid  before  the  Spanish  government 

The  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  under  my  command  has,  gene- 
rally speaking,  been  subsisted  from  its  magazines  since  it  crossed  the 
Agueda.  If  it  has  received  any  supplies  from  the  country  of  Arganan,  I 
conclude  they  have  been  paid  for;  and  I  don't  suppose  it  is  intended 
that  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  shall  not  enjoy  the  resources 
which  the  country  affords,  paying  for  the  same. 

In  regard  to  the  assistance  you  demand  for  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigOy  I  answer  that  I  will  give  no  assistance  in  provisions  to  the  garrison 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  or  to  any  Spanish  troops  while  in  Spain,  being  quite 
convinced  that  the  country  is  well  able  to  supply  the  wants  of  all  requiring 
supplies,  if  the  abuses  are  remedied  to  which  you  adverted  in  your  letter. 
The  remedy  does  not  rest  with  me. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  require  payment  for 
the  supplies  received  from  you  on  the  part  of  the  government  by  the 
British  army  in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  it  is  only  necessary  that  the 
account  of  the  amount  of  those  aupplies  should  be  settled  in  order  to  be 
paid  for,  either  to  you  or  to  the  government,  according  to  my  promise 
made  to  you  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 

To  tbe  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welleiley,  K.B.  Freneda,  llth  Dec  1812. 

I  propose  to  leave  this  place  to-morrow  morning,  and  to  sleep  at 
Moraleja;  on  the  13th  at  Alcantara  j  14th  at  Valencia  de  Alcantara;  15th 
at  Badajoz;  16th  at  Fuente  Cantos;  17th  at  Seville;  18th  at  Cadiz. 

Possibly  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  meet  us  at  Seville,  as  we  shall 
have  many  matters  to  talk  over.  I  have  no  notion  of  any  thing  likely 
to  interrupt  this  proposed  route,  but  I  shall  dispatch  a  courier  to  you  if 
there  should  be  any  thing.     I  enclose  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Minister 
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at  War,  witli  its  enclosures.  I  bring  nobody  with  me  excepting  Alava  and 
Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset. 

To  His  Exoelleucy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  llth  Dec.  1812. 

I  set  out  for  Cadiz  to-morrow,  and  J  shall  be  at  Moraleja  the  12tb, 
Alcantara  the  13th,  Valencia  de  Alcantara  14th,  Badajoz  15th,  Fuente 
Cantos  16th,  Seville  17th,  Cadiz  18th. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  will  send  any  letters  that 
may  come  from  England,  or  that  you  may  have  occasion  to  write  to  me, 
by  a  messenger  direct  to  Badajoz,  with  directions  to  follow  me  from 
thence  by  the  high  road  of  Seville  to  Cadiz. 

I  propose  to  return  here  after  staying  a  few  days  at  Cadiz  by  the  same 
roasi 

I  have  directed  Sir  R.  Kennedy  to  give  the  Portuguese  government 
200,000  dollars  in  the  course  of  December. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  the  Secretary  at  War.  Freneda,  Il(h  Dec  1813. 

I  beg  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  case  of  Paymaster , 

of  the  —  foot,  about  whom  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the 
ISth  Aug.  last 

Having  been  directed  by  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  cause 

Mr. to  settle  his  outstanding  accounts,  I  desired  Lieut  Col.  —  to 

place  him  in  arrest,  and  order  him  forthwith  to  comply  with  his  Royal 
Highness'  commands ;  but  finding  that  the  Paymaster  delayed  doing  so 
on  the  plea  that  the  papers  which  related  to  the  accounts  in  question  were 
in  England,  I  subsequently  gave  directions  to  his  Commanding  officer  to 
prefer  charges  against  him,  to  which  I  received  the  enclosed  answer  from 
Lieut.  CoL  "  ;  by  which  it  appears  that  he  is  not  in  possession  of  the 
documents  necessary  to  enable  him  to  draw  up  the  charge. 

I  am,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  subject  under  your 
Lordship's  consideration ;  and  I  beg  to  be  favored  with  your  commands 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  with  Mr. . 

nt  A.Q.  to  Copt.  Brown,  Bekm.  1 1th  Dec.  1812. 

It  being  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  remove  Lieut 
CoL  Carr  Royal  to  the  command  of  the  dep6t  at  Coirahra,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  increase  of  sick  at.  that  station,  I  am  to  request  you  will,  without  loss  of 
time,  remove  a  Captain  from  Belem,  qualified  to  assume  the  command  duties  of 
the  Santarem  depdt,  until  the  arrival  of  the  officer  whom  ^e  Commander  of  the 
Forces  has  appointed  to  be  the  future  Commandant  thereof.  As  Lieut  Col.  Carr 
Royal  has  received  directions  not  to  leave  Santarem  until  the  arrival  of  the  Ca]^ 
tain  from  Belem,  you  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  immediate  attention  to  this 
arrangement 

Tim  j4,0.  to  LUut.  Coi.  R^at,  Santarem.  Uth  Dec.  1813. 

I  have  received  the  directions  of  the  Conunander  of  the  Forces  to  acquaint  you, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of  sick  at  Coimbra,  and  from  the  more 
important  duties  of  that  depSt,  an  arran^ment  has  been  made  to  remove  you  to 
the  command  thereof.  Capt  Brown,  at  Belem.  has  received  directions  to  send  up 
a  Captain  adequate  to  the  temporary  charge  of  the  Santarem  depdt  to  relieve  vou 
there,  tUl  the  arrival  of  Capt  Kingdom,  who  is  to  be  the  friture  Commandant- 
thereot  On  ^e  arrival  of  this  officer  from  Belem,  you  will  be  ^®f^s^  to  lose  no 
time  in  proceeding  to  Coimbra,  putting  him  in  possession  of  all  official  papers,  d^c, 
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and  other  documents  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  dep6t ;  and  Capt.  Klpptnf 
has  received  directions  to  hand  over  to  you  the  entire  char|^e  of  the  Coimbra 
depdty  so  soon  as  you  may  reach  that  station. 

Ihs  A,G.  to  Capt.  Kippmgt  Coimbra.  11th  Dec  1812. 

From  the  great  increase  of  sick  at  the  Coimbra  depdt,  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  has  thought  it  necessary  that  a  Field  officer  should  have  the  command 
there,  and  has  in  consequence  directed  that  Lieut.  Col.  Royal  shall  proceed  from 
Santarem  for  that  purpose.  On  his  arrival  at  Coimbra,  ^ou  will  band  over  to 
him  all  the  papers,  orders,  &c.,  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  station,  and 
further  dii'ections  will  be  sent  you  as  to  your  future  destination. 

7%e  j4.0,  to  Dr.  M^Grigor,  Itupeetor  Gtmral  tfhotpUatu  1 1th  Dec.  1812. 

Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  the  following 
arrangement  has  been  made  in  the  command  of  the  depdt  stations  of  Santarem 
&nd  Coimbra.  Lieut.  Col.  Carr  Royal,  on  being  relieved  by  a  Captain  from 
Belem,  who  is  to  have  the  temporary  charge  at  Santarem,  is  to  proceed  to 
Coimbra ;  and  Capt.  Kipping,  on  handing  over  to  Mm  the  charge  of  that  dep6t, 
is  to  join  his  regiment  So  soon  as  the  Rodrigo  station  is  broken  up,  Capt. 
Kingdom  will  teceive  orders  to  proceed  to  Santarem  as  Commandant. 

ne  A.O.  to  the  A.A.G.  6/A  Jxoinon.  12th  Dec.  1812. 

In  returning  the  accompanying  states,  I  have  received  his  Excellency's  direc- 
tions to  observe,  that  from  the  number  of  men  returned  in  the  coliunn  of  '  de- 
serted,* and  the  subjoined  memorandums,  it  does  not  appear  that  these  men  can 
properly  be  denominated  under  this  head.  It  is  not  the  custom  in  the  army  that 
men  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy  should  be  returned  '  de- 
serted,' nor  is  any  G.  O.  known  on  the  subject.  On  occasions  like  the  last  retreat, 
and  where  it  may  be  probable  that  men  were  taken  by  their  own  want  of  exertion 
in  some  instances,  and  in  others  by  inability  to  get  away,  it  would  be  rather 
severe  to  return  the  whole  deserted,  unless  orders  from  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  were  specially  given  to  this  effect,  llie  column  of  *  missing'  was  added  to 
that  of '  prisoners  of  war  *  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  Commanding  officers 
to  account  for  men  absent  in  an  action  or  on  a  retreat,  that  are  supposed  to  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  the  Commanding 
officers  of  the  regiments  alluded  to  may  receive  directions  to  make  the  neces- 
sary alterations  in  their  states,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  sent  them  from  this 
office. 

To  Marahal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  R.B.  Moreleja,  13tli  Dec.  1812. 

As  I  have  learnt  from  Hill  that  the  passage  through  Estremadura  is 
not  quite  safe,  I  have  written  the  enclosed  letter  to  Gen.  Victoria,  in 
order  to  have  the  3d  regt.  of  cavalry  placed  on  the  road.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  measures  adopted  for  their  supply  in 
Estremadura.     I  shall  do  what  I  can  for  them  as  I  pass  Badajoz. 

P.S.  I  was  detained  at  Payo  yertnday  by  the  swelling  of  a  riyer,  by 
which  I  have  lost  a  day ;  and  I  shall  not  be  at  Badajoz  till  the  I6th. 

Au  G^n.  Victoria.  Moralcja,  ce  13  D^c  1812. 

Je  suis  en  route  pour  aller  &  Seville  et  Cadiz ;  et  je  compte  passer  par 
Badajoz  le  16.  Comme  on  me  dit  qu'il  y  a  plusieurs  voleurs  en  Estre- 
madure  et  en  la  Sierra  Morena,  je  vous  prie,  aussitdt  que  vous  recevrez 
cette  lettre,  de  faire  marcher  le  3"^  regiment  de  dragons  par  les  marches 
n^gulieres  &  Fuente  Cantos,  oJk  lis  attendront  nouyel  ordre  de  ma  part 
Si  tout  le  rt^giment  n'est  pas  rassembU^  &  Elvas,  vous  aurez  la  bonttT 
de  faire  marcher  la  partie  du  nSgiment  qui  sera  &  Elvas,  et  les  de- 
^chemens  suivront     Jc  prtfyiens  le  Marquis  del  Palacio  pour  qu*il  n'y 
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ait  pas  de  difficulUS  pour  le  passage  da  pont  de  Badajoz.  Vous  aurez  soin 
de  pouryoir  k  la  nourritore  des  hoibmes  et  des  chevaux,  pendant  qu'ils 
seront  en  Estremadure. 

Je  vous  prie  de  faire  passer  une  copie  de  cette  lettre  au  Marshal  Conde 
de  Trancoso. 

Aa  G^  Elio.  Moialqa,  ce  13  D^  1819. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  27  Nov. 

Je  vous  ai  ^rit  en  triplicata  par  la  voie  du  Duque  del  Parque ;  et  je 
vous  renvoie  a  cette  lettre  pour  la  connaissance  de  mes  sentimens  sur 
r<Stat  des  affaires. 

To  tiie  Rt  &0O.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Moraleja,  13th  Dee.  1813. 

I  write  just  to  let  you  know  that  I  was  detained  yesterday  at  Payo  by 
the  swelling  of  a  rivulet  in  the  Puerto  de  Perales ;  and  if  the  rain  con- 
tinues, I  must  expect  to  be  detained  again.  I  can't  now  arrive  at  Seville 
till  the  18th,  nor  at  Cadiz  till  the  19th. 

To  CoL  de  Laneey,  D.  Q.  M.  O.  Monleja,  Uxh  Dec  1813. 

I  have  settled  with  Sir  R.  Hill  that  he  shall  remain  at  Coria  as  long  as 
the  weather  continues  as  it  has  been  lately ;  and  he  will  go  to  Guinaldo 
if  the  rivers  should  become  fordable.  He  wishes  you  to  come  to  him. 
The  remainder  of  the  Staff  is  to  remain  at  head  quarters. 

I  omitted  to  mention  to  you,  that  Gkn.  Alten  had  reported  that  a  bat- 
talion of  British  infantry  could  be  accommodated  at  Guinaldo,  and  fur- 
nished with  bread  at  the  rate  of  4  reals  a  ration.  Inform  the  Commissary 
Gen.  of  this  circumstance ;  and  if  he  thinks  this  price  will  suit  him,  let 
one  of  the  battalions  of  the  Light  division  which  are  badly  cantoned  at 
Nave  d'Aver  and  Fuentes,  go  to  Guinaldo  when  the  weather  shall  clear. 

I  shall  be  very  anxious  to  learn  what  has  been  done  in  the  distribution 
of  the  great  coats  from  Celorico ;  and  of  the  blankets,  when  they  arrive 
there.  The  51st  regt  appeared  to  me  to  be  much  in  want  of  great  coats, 
and  should  be  supplied  immediately,  if  they  have  them  not  of  their  own. 
The  Commissary  Gen.  omitted  to  state  how  many  he  had  delivered  to 
each  regiment  in  the  Light  division.  This  must  be  accurately  reported 
to  the  Sec.  at  War,  in  order  that  the  expense  may  be  charged  against  the 
regimental  great  coat  funds. 

I  enclose  an  order,  which  I  beg  you  to  give  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  to  be 
circulated.  I  missed  my  road  on  the  12th  from  Ligiosa,  and  went  to 
Guinaldo  instead  of  Puente  de  Villa.  We  were  detained  that  night  at 
Payo  by  the  swelling  of  a  rivulet,  and  did  not  arrive  here  till  yesterday. 
But  the  lumbago  is  not  worse. 

G.  O.  Frenad*,  15th  Deo.  181t. 

1.  During  the  abeence  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forcea  from  bead  quarter^  all  reports 
and  applications  are  to  be  made,  at  usual,  to  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the 
army,  who  will  remain  there. 

X  Tbcae  reports  and  applications  will  be  fbrwarded  immediately  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R. 
Hill,  who  will  ffive  such  orders  thoeupon,  or  forward  them  to  ^e  Commander  of  the  Forces, 
as  he  may  thiiik  proper.  . 

3.  Tbe  bead  of  the  Q.  M.  G.  department  will  proceed  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  K.  Hill's  liead 
quarters. 
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Vu  A.G.  to  Capt.  MarUty,  D^ui.O.,  Lubom.  16th  Dec  18IX 

I  beg  to  enclose  you  a  communication  I  have  received  from  Lieut  Col.  Bouverie, 
A.A.G.  of  the  1st  division ;  and  I  beg  you  will  acquaint  me  whether,  as  he  is  led 
to  suppose,  the  1st  and  2d  volumes  of  the  printed  G.  O.  were  with  that  part  of 
Sir  E.  Paget's  baggage  which  was  sent  to  him  or  not.  In  case  they  were  not,  I 
am  to  request  you  will  send  them  to  this  office  as  soon  as  possible,  that  they  may 
be  handed  over  to  the  General  officer  now  in  command  of  the  1st  division  of 
infantry. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beiesford,  K.B.  Alburquerqu^  18tb  Dec.  1813. 

Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  has  given  me  your  letter  of  the  10th,  but  I 
don't  exactly  understand  the  arrangement  which  you  propose.  You  say 
that  the  Commissariat  departments  and  contractors  might  be  allowed  to 
receive  and  keep  in  their  service  all  those  persons  *  who  are  not  actually 
deserters,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  troops  of  the  line.* 

From  the  subsequent  part  of  the  letter,  I  imagine  that  you  mean  to 
prevent  the  departments  from  taking  into  their  service,  excepting  as  clerks 
or  persons  of  trust  and  confidence,  any  who  are  liable  to  be  called  to  serve 
in  the  line  mider  the  recruiting  laws.  Let  me  know  whether  the  last  or 
the  first  is  your  intention. 

I  have  been  3  days  longer  on  my  journey  than  I  intended,  owing  to  the 
fall  of  rain,  which  has  swelled  all  the  torrents,  and  I  am  now  detained 
here  by  the  swelling  of  the  Gevonu  I  hope,  however,  to  get  to  Badajoz 
tliis  evening. 

Tke  A.O.  to  liMit,  Om.  /A#  Hon.  O.  L.  CoU,  4M  dinuom.  18th  Dec  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst,  together 
with  its  enclosures,  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  by  whom  I  have  been 
directed  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Excellency  considers  it  a  very  serious  matter  to 
bring  an  ofHcer  before  a  General  Court  Martial  for  his  conduct  during  the  period 
he  has  exercised  a  command,  on  charges  brought  forward  bv  an  individual  under 
his  command,  which  appear  to  his  Excellency  not  wholly  unconnected  with 

{>rivate  motives.  As  Lieut.  Col. has  asked  for  a  previous  Court  of  Inquir^^ 
lis  Excellency  thinks  it  but  fair  that  one  should  be  ^nted,  and  reauests  you  will 
be  pleased  to  cause  it  to  be  assembled  in  your  division,  of  which  Major  Gen. 

Anson  is  to  be  President,  to  investigate  the  charges  brought  forward  by  Capt. 

against  Lieut.  Col. . 

Tht  J,0.  io  CoL  Le  AUmrUry  Gcmrmrof  Atmmda,  18th  Dec  1812. 

The  enclosed  papers  I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces,  and  am  desired  to  refer  the  same  to  you,  and  to  say  that 

f>rov]ded  you  are  satisfied  with  the  apology  made  by  Lieut  Col. ,  his  Excel- 
ency  acquiesces  in  the  matter  being  aropped. 

To  Col.  de  Lancey,  D.  Q.  M.  G.  Alburquerqae,  19th  Dec  1812. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  16th.  I  enclose  a  G.  O.,  which 
will  provide  for  the  great  coats.  The  distribution  might  have  been  better, 
but  it  must  answer,  as  it  is  made. 

We  have  been  detained  here  2  days  by  the  swelling  of  the  Gevora  and 
neighbouring  streams,  having  been  before  delayed  and  put  out  of  the  way 
by  others.  However,  I  hope  the  delay  will  not  be  inconvenient  to  t|ic 
public  service. 

P. 8.  Forward  the  enclosed  to  Goodman  to  be  published. 
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Tu  CapC .  Alburquecque,  19th  Dec.  1813. 

When  I  appointed  yon  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Lisbon, 
I  was  in  hopes  that  jou  would  perform  your  duty,  and  that  I  should  receive 
no  more  such  complaints  as  the  enclosed.  I  now  desire  that  you  will  go 
to  the  place  where  the  prisoners  of  war  are  confined^  and  see  that  a  remedy 
is  applied  to  the  complaints  of  the  writers  of  the  enclosed ;  and  that  you 
will  send  me,  without  loss  of  time,  directed  to  head  quarters,  a  certificate 
from  these  same  officers,  that  you  have  done  your  duty  by  them. 

P.S.  Those  officers,  who  it  appears  are  deserters,  must  be  kept  separate 
from  the  prisoners,  and  treated  with  proper  attention. 

To  Hit. .  Alburquerque,  19th  Dec  1812. 

I  received  only  yesterday  yo\ir  letter  of  the  10th,  and  I  assure  you  that 

I  feel  no  inclination  to  act  harshly  by  Capt .     I  must  inform  you, 

however,  that  under  a  recent  regulation  it  is  impossible  for  the  Command- 
ing officer  of  the  —  to  make,  or  for  me  to  forward,  a  recommendation 
that  Capt. might  be  permitted  to  exchange ;  and  without  such  re- 
commendation it  is  not  probable  that  the  exchange  should  be  allowed.     I 

don't  see  what  can  be  done,  therefore,  excepting  that  Capt should 

give  in  his  resignation,  or  take  his  trial  before  a  General  Court  Martial. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  you  are  in  a  situation  to  be  distressed  by 
these  circumstances,  but  I  am  quite  unaware  in  what  manner  it  is  possible 
for  Capt to  avoid  quitting  the  service  or  standing  his  trial. 

7%0  A.O.  to  Aiujor  Gtn.  tke  Hon,  E,  Pakenktm,  2d  dtvision,  19th  Dec  1813. 

1  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  your  letter,  together  with  its  enclosure  from 
Lieut  CoL  ^— ,  of  the  —  regt,  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces ;  and  have 
received  his  Excellency's  pleasure  that  he  acceded  to  the  Lieut  Colonel's  request, 
provided  the  Governor  or  Almeida  should  be  satisfied  with  the  apolo^,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  have  communicated  with  the  Governor  of  Almeida  on  the 
iubject,  and  beg  to  enclose  his  reply  for  your  information.  In  compliance,  there- 
fore, with  his  Excellency's  instructions,  I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
release  Lieut  Col.  nrom  his  arrest. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Bart,  R.E.  Badajoz,  20ai  Dec.  1812. 

I  arrived  here  only  this  day,  having  been  detained  on  the  road  by  the 
swelling  of  the  rivers. 

I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  either  Capt ,  whom  I  have  not 

seen,  but  who  is  gone^  to  Merida  to  destroy  the  bridge  without  orders  that 

I  know  of;  or  with  Capt. ,  who  appears  to  me  quite  incapable  of 

executing  such  a  trust  as  that  of  the  charge  of  the  works  of  this  place.  I 
beg  therefore  that  both  may  be  relieved  from  hence  without  loss  of  time, 
and  that  you  will  send  here  an  officer  on  whose  judgment  and  discretion 
you  can  rely  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

To  IJeuL  Piper,  R.E.  Badajoi,  20th  Dec.  1812. 

I  beg  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  send  to  Lisbon  for  a 
return  of  the  number  of  pontoons,  with  carriages,  Ac,  complete,  of  the 
different  sizes,  now  at  that  place.  I  likewise  request  you  will  ascertain 
the  size  of  the  copper  pontoons,  taken  from  Badajoz,  now  at  Elvas ;  and 
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that  you  will  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  number  of  them  which 
have  carriages  fit  for  service,  and  balks  and  trestles. 

You  will  likewise  ascertain  whether  they  can  travel  upon  the  carriages 
of  the  tin  pontoons  now  at  Elvas ;  and  whether  the  balks,  trestles,  and 
anchors  of  those  pontoons  will  answer  for  the  copper  pontoons  taken  from 
Badajoz.  You  will  be  prepared  to  report  to  me  on  all  these  points  on  my 
return  to  this  place  in  10  days  from  this  time. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Badajos,  20th  Dec  1813. 

I  don't  know  what  you  have  done  or  what  has  been  determined  respect- 
ing your  Riband.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
you  to  be  invested,  and  that  this  form  is  imposed  only  upon  us  military 
men.  However,  if  you  are  to  be  invested,  and  I  should  be  authorised  to 
invest  you,  and  if  circumstances  should  enable  me  to  go  to  Lisbon,  I 
have  no  objection  to  go  there  on  my  return,  which  I  expect  will  be  about 
the  10th  Jan. 

But  observe  that  I  am  anxious  not  to  go  to  Lisbon,  excepting  for  this 
object  If  I  am  to  go  to  Lisbon,  I  wish  you  would  order  6  horses  or 
mules  for  my  carriage  to  Estremoz.  One  relay  of  the  Prince's  saddle 
horses  might  be  at  Monte  M6r  o  Novo,  one  at  Vendas  Novas,  and  one  at 
Pegdes.  I  shall  leave  the  carriage  at  Monte  Mdr  o  Novo,  to  go  across  to 
Abrantes.  Alava  and  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  are  with  me,  and  we  shall 
want  6  horses  for  ourselves  and  servants,  and  2  for  our  baggage  at  each 
stage. 

P.S.  If  I  should  go  to  Lisbon  to  invest  you,  you  must  order  a  feast 
and  a  ball,  and  invite  the  whole  town  to  assist  at  the  ceremony. 

I  arrived  here  only  this  day,  having  been  en  voyage  par  terre  et  par 
mer ;  and  detained  two  entire  days  at  Alburquerque.  I  find  that  the 
English  messenger  Williams  has  passed  by. 

To  H.  ILH.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Badajox,  30th  Dec  1812. 

When  I  saw  Sir  R.  Hill  lately,  under  whose  command  the  3l8t  and 
66th  regts.  have  been,  he  mentioned  to  me,  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
advisable  to  extend  to  those  battalions  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
carried  into  execution  in  respect  to  other  battalions  of  this  army,  formed 
mto  provisional  battalions;  that  is  to  say,  that  4  or  6  companies  of  each 
should  be  sent  to  England. 

I  am  unwilling  to  adopt  this  arrangement  till  I  shall  learn  your  Royal 
Highness'  sentiments  regarding  that  already  submitted  to  you ;  and  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  your 
Royal  Highness  approves  of  its  being  extended  to  the  31st  and  66th  regts. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  send  home  4  com- 
panies of  each  of  the  51st  and  68th  regts. ;  keeping  them,  however,  still 
as  separate  battalions,  as  they  are  Light,  and  I  request  your  Royal  High- 
ness will  let  me  know  whether  this  arrangement  meets  with  your  appro- 
bation. 

To  Barl  Bathurtt.  Badiyof,  dOth  Dec  1811 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship  that  10,000  great  coats  for 
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the  me  of  tihe  Britbh  army  should  be  sent  to  Lisbon  without  loss  of 
time* 

To  Vim.  Melville,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Badajos,  20di  Dec.  1812. 

Adra.  Berkeley  has  sent  me  a  message  respecting  his  pay  being  stopped 
on  account  of  his  having  ordered  a  passage  to  England  for  the  late  Gen. 
Graufurd,  in  a  gun  vessel,  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  1811.  I 
had  received  orders  some  time  before  not  to  apply  for  a  passage  for  any 
officer  who  was  not  returning  to  England  on  the  public  service,  and  as 
Gen.  Craufurd  not  only  did  not  go  on  the  public  service,  but  contrary  to 
my  inclination,  though  with  my  consent,  I  did  not  apply  for  a  passage  for 
him  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

I  perfectly  recollect,  however,  that  nearly  about  the  same  time  many 
General  and  other  officers  were  returning  to  England ;  and  the  Admiral 
had  allowed  them  to  go  in  a  troop  or  store  ship  then  about  to  return.  I 
also  recollect  to  have  requested  him  to  facilitate  to  Major  Gen.  Craufurd 
the  means  of  returning  to  England  in  a  ship  of  war,  meaning  that  he 
should  allow  him  to  go  in  that  vessel.  Major  Gen.  Craufurd  had,  how- 
ever, delayed  his  passage  till  after  that  vessel  had  sailed ;  and  when  he 
did  determine  to  go,  and  waited  upon  the  Admiral  with  my  letter,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  Admiral  understood  that  I  applied  for  a  passage 
for  the  General  at  the  public  expense ;  whereas  I  only  intended  to  apply 
that  his  return  to  England  might  be  facilitated  in  a  ship  of  war  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  return  of  others  was  at  that  time  about  to  be  facili- 
tated, without  any  expense  to  the  public. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  that  your  Lordship  may  think  it 
proper  to  recommend  that  the  Admiral  may  receive  his  pay,  which  has 
been  stopped* 

To  Col.  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  Badajos,  20th  Dec.  1812. 

I  enclose  some  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Dr.  M'Grigor,  re- 
garding certain  promotions  made  by  the  Medical  board.  I  entirely  agree 
with  Dr.  M^Grigor  in  opinion,  that  it  is  no  encouragement  to  those  who 
are  performing  their  duty  with  the  army  in  this  country  to  see  that  when 
by  their  merits  and  exertions  they  have  attracted  the  notice  of  their 
immediate  superiors,  and  of  the  officers  under  whose  command  they  are 
serving,  and  have  been  recommended  for  promotion,  others  have  been 
preferred  to  them,  who  have  quitted  the  arduous  service  on  which  these 
have  remained,  probably  to  solicit  from  the  Medical  board  the  promotion 
which  these  have  been  found  to  deserve  by  their  exertions.  The  officers 
promoted  by  the  Medical  board  (one  of  them,  Mr.  Higgins,  I  know  is) 
are  meritorious ;  but  neither  deserve  promotion  equally  with  either  Dr. 
Tyce  or  Mr.  Guthrie. 

I  have  frequently  made  you  acquainted  with  my  sense  of  the  incon- 
venience felt  by  the  constant  change  of  the  officers  employed  in  every 
branch  of  the  service  in  this  country.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of 
these  changes  is  the  practice  of  going  to  England  to  apply  for  promotion, 
which  ought  to  be  acquired  by  service  here ;  and  I  acknowledge  that  I 
don't  see  the  utility  of  my  forwarding  the  recommendations  of  the  heads 
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of  departments  of  those  officers  whom  they  deem  deserving  of  promotion^ 
if  to  these  recommendations  are  to  be  preferred  the  claims  and  applicar- 
tions  of  those  who  quit  the  service  here  to  go  home  to  make  them. 

To  Earl  Batbunt.  Badigos,  20th  Dm.  181X 

I  arrived  here  this  day  on  my  way  to  Cadiz,  having  been  detained  many 

days  on  the  road  by  the  swelling  of  the  rivers.     I  propose  to  be  at  the 

h«Bul  quarters  at  Freneda  early  in  January. 

I  heard  last  night  from  the  head  quarters  at  Freneda  of  the  17  th,  and 

from  Sir  R.  Hill's  quarters  at  Coria  of  the  18th.     Nothing  particular  had 

occurred  since  I  quitted  that  part  of  the  country,  and  there  has  been  no 

alteration  in  the  situation  of  a£fairs  since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the 

9th  inst. 

The  ji.O.  to  Limt.  Otm  tht  Hon,  G.  L,  Colt,  Hh  divitim.  23d  Dec  1812. 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  iust,  enclosing  one  of  the  same  date  from  CuL  — ^, 
containing  an  application  ibr  leave  of  absence  to  proceed  to  England  during  the 
period  the  army  remains  in  quarters,  has  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  and  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
.the  following  answer  may  be  transmitted  to  you,  for  the  information  of  CoL 
— :  *  Tliat  his  Excellency  will  refer  the  application  of  Col.  -^— ,  by  the  first 
opportunity,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.     That  it  is  his  Excellency*s  opinion  that 

there  is,  at  least,^  as  much  for  an  officer  of  Col. *8  rank  to  do  while  the  army 

will  be  in  cantonments  as  at  any  other  time ;  and  that  if  Col. \  business 

could  be  delayed  till  now,  it  must  be  still  further  delayed ;  and  finally,  that  if 

Col. goes,  he  must  make  up  his  mind  to  resign  his  command  in  tliis  army 

altogether.^ 

Vu  A.G.  to  Lieut,  Gen,  tU  Hon.  G,  L,  Cole,  ith  diviiion.  22d  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst,  enclosing  an  addi- 
tional charge  preferred  by  Capt ,  of  the  —  re|^,  against  Lieut.  Col.  — , 

of  the  same  regt ;  in  answer  to  which,  I  take  the  hberty  to  suggest,  that  as  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  has  (subsequently  to  the  date  of  your  letter)  decided 
that  the  charges  preferred  against  Lieut  Col. by  Capt. ,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, shouM  be  investigated  before  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  this  additional  charge 
should  also  be  investigated  by  the  said  Court  of  inquu'y. 

P.S.  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  additional  charge  against  Lieut 
Col. ,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Seville,  23d  Dec.  1812,  6  a.m. 

I  received  your  letter  by  Williams,  the  messenger,  and  the  duplicate 
of  it  by  a  Portuguese  messenger  on  the  road  between  Badajoz  and  this 
place ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  going  to  Lisbon  for  the  purpose 
of  investing  you  with  the  Bath,  unless  I  should  receive  intelligence 
which  should  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  return  immediately  to  head 
quarters,  in  which  case  I  shall  apprise  you,  and  you  had  better  come  to 
me.     I  shall  be  at  Cadiz  to-morrow. 

G.  O.  Freneda,  SSd  Dee.  IBlt. 

1.  The  Commanding  officers  of  regimeots  are  requested  to  send  to  the  Q.  M.  O.  returns 
of  the  new  great  coats  in  tlie  several  regimental  stores  in  the  Peninsula,  beyond  the  num- 
bers required  to  complete  with  new  great  coats  the  regiments  under  their  command  re> 
spectively. 

2.  The  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  in  the  2d,  4th,  6tb,  7th,  and  Light  divisions, 
will  transmit  these  returns,  after  the  regiments  under  their  command  respectively  will  have 
teceived  the  great  coats  lately  ordered  by  the  Q.  M.  G.  to  be  issued  to  them. 
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71W  A,Q.  to  Ueut,  Gm.  ikt  Him.  fV.  Siewart,  Ui  division  iitfantry.  34th  Dec.  1812. 

Your  letter  of  ihe  14th  inst.,  addretsed  to  Capt.  Goodman,  respecting  the  signature 
of  divisional  daily  states  by  the  General  officer  commanding,  having  been  put  into 
my  hands  on  my  arrival  here,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  replying  to  it.  I  find,  on 
inquiry,  that  the  signature  of  the  A.A.G.  serving  with  the  divisions  of  the  army 
has  been  deemed  sufficient ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  No.  b  of  the  after  G.  O.  of 
the  27th  Sept.  1812,  requires  merely  a  report  signed  by  Uie  General  officer  com- 
manding the  division,  stating  at  what  hour  the  preceding  day  each  regiment  of 
the  division  had  paraded,  and  that  the  musket  ammunition  had  been  reported  to 
have  been  inspected,  and  whether  it  was  complete  or  not.  This  is  merely  my  own 
interpretation  of  the  order  alluded  to,  which  1  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  better 
judgn^ent* 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadiz,  25tb  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th 
inst.,  in  answer  to  that  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
4th  inst 

The  government  and  Cortes  have  done  me  the  honor  to  confer  upon 
me  the  command  of  the  Spanish  armies ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  they 
have  thus  manifested  to  the  world  the  confidence  they  repose  in  me, 
they  have  imposed  upon  me  the  performance  of  duties,  for  which  I 
am  re^nsible  not  only  to  Spain,  but  to  my  own  country  and  to  the 
world. 

It  is  impossible  to  perform  these  duties  as  they  ought  to  be  performed, 
unless  I  shall  possess  sufficient  powers ;  and  I  request  that  you  will  in* 
form  the  government  that  if  they  do  not  feel  themselves  authorised,  or 
have  not  confidence  in  me  to  trust  roe  with  the  powers  which  I  think 
necessary,  I  beg  leave  to  relinquish  the  command  of  the  Spanish  armies 
which  has  been  conferred  upon  me. 

I  stated  distinctly  what  the  powers  are  which  I  required. 

1st ;  That  officers  should  be  promoted  and  should  be  appointed  to  com* 
mands  solely  at  my  recommendation.  In  this  request  I  do  not  refer  to 
the  regular  regimental  promotions  under  the  25th  title  of  the  Ordenanzcu^ 
which  Ordenanzas  I  require  should  be  obeyed  in  every  article,  but  to  the 
extraordinary  promotions  which  the  government  are  in  the  habit  of  con- 
ferring upon  officers  for  extraordinary  services.  I  required  that  no  pro- 
motion of  this  description,  nor  appointment  of  any  description,  should  be 
made  to  any  command,  whether  in  chief  or  of  a  division,  or  to  any  other 
of  any  description,  excepting  at  my  recommendation. 

2dly ;  I  required  that  I  should  have  the  power  of  dismissing  from  the 
service  those  whom  I  should  think  deserving  of  such  punishment  The 
reason  for  which  I  required  this  authority  was,  that  I  saw  from  the  nature 
of  the  Orderumza^  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  assemble  a  Council  of 
War  for  the  trial  of  any  officer ;  and  that  if  such  Council  of  War  could  be 
assembled,  the  proceedings  were  likely  to  be  of  such  duration  as  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  justice  and  of  all  punishment,  which  in  an  army  must  be  an 
early  example.  The  power  of  dismissing  an  officer  from  the  service  must 
exist  in  all  armies,  independent  of  the  mode  of  cashiering  him  by  trial ; 
but  I  admit  that  there  may  be  reasonable  objections,  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  individuals,  against  intrusting  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
myself.     I  insist  upon  it,  however,  that  in  the  existing  state  of  the  Spanish 
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army,  the  poweilr  itself,  and  the  exercise  of  it,  are  necessary ;  and  I  re- 
quire from  the  government  that  they  should  take  into  consideration,  and 
attend  to  my  recommendations,  to  dismiss  officers  from  the  service,  when 
I  may  find  it  necessary  to  lay  them  before  them. 

ddly ;  I  required  that  the  resources  of  the  state  which  are  applicable  to 
the  payment,  or  equipment,  or  supply  of  the  troops,  should  be  applied 
in  such  manner  as  I  might  recommend.  The  reason  for  which  I  made 
this  request  was,  that  I  was  aware  that  the  resources  of  the  government 
are  not  in  their  present  state  very  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  and  sup- 
port in  the  field  of  all  the  troops  now  appearing  as  effectives  on  the  returns 
of  the  Spanish  armies;  nor  are  the  whole  of  those  troops  in  a  state  of 
efficiency  or  discipline  to  oppose  the  enemy  in  the  field.  I  shall  be  re- 
sponsible, and  must  be  allowed  to  judge  which  of  the  troops  shall  be  so 
employed,  and  which  shall  not ;  and  all  I  desire  is,  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
commend that  the  financial  and  other  resources  applicable  to  military 
purposes,  may  be  applied  to  the  support  of  such  particular  corps  as  I 
might  point  out  If  the  government  does  not  comply  with  this  request,  I 
shall  certainly  be  in  the  unpleasant  situation  of  giving  commands  to 
troops,  which  commands  the  troops  cannot  obey. 

4thly ;  I  required  that,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  perform  my  duties,  the 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  such  limited  number  of  the  Staff  officers  of  the 
army  as  might  be  thought  necessary,  should  be  sent  to  my  head  quarters ; 
and  that  the  government  should  direct  that  all  military  reports,  of  all  de« 
scriptions,  should  be  sent  to  me ;  and  that  I  should,  of  course,  make  my 
reports  to  your  Excellency. 

I  consider  myself  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Spanish  armies 
under  the  government,  with  whom  I  am  to  correspond,  through  the  me- 
dium of  your  Excellency.  No  officer,  according  to  the  Ordenanzas^ 
should  address  himself  to  the  government,  excepting  through  me,  and  the 
answer  and  orders  of  the  government  should  reach  him  through  the  same 
channel.  The  Chief  of  the  Staff  would  be  the  channel  through  which  I 
should  receive  the  reports  of  the  army,  and  should  convey  to  the  army 
the  orders  of  the  government  and  my  own. 

This  mode  of  transacting  business  is  conformable  to  the  common  prac- 
tice of  all  armies,  and  the  adoption  of  it  is  essentially  necessary  in  that  of 
which  it  is  desired  I  should  take  the  command. 

I  beg  to  have  a  decided  answer  from  government  on  all  these  points  at 
an  early  period.  1  have  come  to  Cadiz  with  a  view  to  arrange  with  your 
Excellency  various  objects  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  and  my  stay 
must  necessarily  be  limited,  under  any  circumstances ;  and  I  must  set  out 
upon  my  return  to  my  head  quarters  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days. 
At  the  same  time  I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government,  that  whatever 
may  be  their  decision  on  all  or  any  of  these  points,  my  desire  to  serve  and 
advance  the  cause  of  Spain  will  remain  the  same ;  and  that  whoever  may 
be  my  successor,  or  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  arrangement  for 
the  command  of  the  Spanish  armies,  I  shall  always  be  found  ready,  as  I 
have  ever  been,  to  co-operate  with,  and  to  assist  with  my  counsel  and 
suggestions,  any  officer  who  may  be  employed  to  direct  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  the  Spanish  forces. 
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To  Lkut  Gen.  Campbell,  Gibraltar.  C;adig,  26th  Dec  1812. 

I  have  received  a  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  from  the  Sec.  of  State,  in  which 
he  informs  me  that  he  haa  directed  you  to  send  the  2d  batt  11th  regt. 
to  Malta,  in  case  I  should  not  have  required  you  to  send  the  2d  batt. 
9th  regt  to  the  Tagus,  under  the  former  directions  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool. 

I  have  made  a  reference  to  the  Sec  of  State  on  these  directions ;  and  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  delay  sending  the  2d  batt  1 1th 
regt  to  Malta  till  I  shall  have  received  his  Lordship's  answer  to  this 
reference. 

The  Sec.  of  State  has  likewise  informed  me  that  he  has  sent  to  Gibral- 
tar, to  wait  for  orders,  2  squadrons  of  the  Brunswick  hussars ;  and  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  directions  that  these  troops 
may  proceed  to  Alicante,  and  place  themselves  under  the  orders  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  at  that  place. 

To  HU  EzceUency  Sir  G.  Stuart,  K.B.  Cadii,  26th  Dee.  1812. 

I  write  just  to  tell  you  of  our  arrival  here  on  the  24th  at  mid-day.  I 
shall  leave  this  as  soon  as  I  can,  but  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  detained 
longer  than  I  intend;  and  I  think  you  will  do.  well  to  delay  ordering  the 
preparation  of  the  feast  till  you  hear  that  I  have,  or  am  about  to  set  out, 
when  I  will  write  to  you.  The  horses,  however,  might  be  placed  on  the 
road  ;  and  I  request  you  to  desire  Mr.  Pipon  to  facilitate  their  being  fed 
while  at  their  stations,  by  orders  to  our  Commissaries. 


To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief:  Cadii,  26th  Dec  1812. 

While  on  the  road  here,  I  received  your  Royal  Highness'  letter  of  the 
2d  inst,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Royal  Highness  for  sending 
the  hussars. 

Experience  has  shown  us  in  the  Peninsula  that  a  soldier  who  has  got 
through  one  campaign  is  of  more  service  than  two,  or  even  three,  newly 
arrived  from  England ;  and  this  applies  to  the  cavalry  equally  with  every 
other  description  of  troops.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  it  should 
meet  with  your  Royal  Highness'  approbation,  I  should  prefer  to  keep  as 
many  of  the  old  regiments  as  I  can  with  the  army,  reducing  the  establish- 
ments of  those  which  could  not  mount  more  than  two  complete  squadrons 
to  that  number,  and  to  send  home  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  3d  squadrons. 

I  propose  to  return  to  the  army  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  shall 
be  prepared  to  carry  into  execution  either  your  Royal  Highness*  orders, 
or  to  send  home  the  3d  squadrons  of  the  inefficient  regiments,  as  your 
Royal  Highness  may  think  proper;  but  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  the  subject  under  your  Royal  High- 
ness' consideration,  in  order  that  horse  appointments  may  be  sent  out  for 
all  the  regiments.  They  are  much  wanted  by  nearly  every  regiment  iu 
the  Peninsula. 

My  wish  and  intention  is  to  take  the  field  as  early  as  possible,  and  that 
every  thing  for  the  army  should  leave  England  early  in  February. 
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To  Vine.  Melville,  First  Lord  of  tlie  Admiralty.  Cadii,  26th  Dec.  1812. 

I  received  yours  of  the  4th  on  the  road  to  this  place.  The  Admiralty 
must  be  the  best  judges  how  far  it  was  practicable  for  Sir  H.  Popham  to 
remain  on  his  station  with  his  battalions  of  marines. 

As  I  propose  to  take  the  field  again  as  soon  as  the  green  forage  appears 
on  the  ground,  I  certainly  should  have  wished  him  to  remain  at  Santander 
during  the  winter ;  and  if,  as  is  stated,  some  of  Caffarelli's  troops  are 
gone  to  France,  I  think  it  not  improbable  that  he  would  have  got  posses- 
sion of  Santoiia.  But  the  stay  or  departure  of  Sir  H.  Popham  must 
necessarily  depend  on  the  state  of  the  weather  and  the  season,  of  which, 
of  course,  the  Admiralty  must  be  a  better  judge  than  I  can  be. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Cadii,  26th  Dec  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch,  No.  77,  of 
the  26th  Nov.  in  regard  to  the  b&t  and  forage  of  the  2  battalions  of  ma- 
rines under  Majors  Williams  and  Malcolm,  and  that  directed  by  Capt. 
Malcolm,  of  H.M.S.  Bhine, 

It  has  been  usual  to  grant  the  allowance  of  bd,t  and  forage  to  officers  of 
the  navy  and  marines  engaged  in  operations  on  shore  in  co-operation  with 
the  army,  and  under  the  directions  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
army. 

Although  the  operations  carried  on  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  by  de- 
tachments from  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Sir  H. 
Popham,  were  not  in  immediate  co-operation  with  the  army,  or  under  my 
direction,  they  were  still  of  essential  service  to  the  army,  and  appear  to 
me  to  have  been  of  greater  extent,  and  of  a  di£ferent  description,  from 
those  operations  which  have  been  occasionally  carried  on  by  His  Majesty's 
ships  acting  alone. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  conceive  that  the  bftt  and  forage  allowances 
ought  to  be  granted  to  those  battalions  of  marines,  and  to  Capt.  Malcolm 
and  the  officers  of  H.M.S.  RhinCy  according  to  the  rates  fixed  for  officers 
of  corresponding  ranks  in  the  army,  by  His  Majesty's  Regulations. 

As  b&t  and  forage  is  an  allowance  granted  to  enable  officers  to  defray 
the  extra  expenses  which  they  are  likely  to  incur  during  a  campaign, 
which  expenses  are  generally  incurred  on  taking  the  field,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  duration  of  the  period  during  which  Capt.  Malcolm  was  in 
the  field  ought  not  to  affect  the  decision  on  this  question. 

To  Earl  Bathont  Cadiz,  26th  Dec  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  28th 
Nov.,  No.  79,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  direc- 
tions that  a  description  and  a  report  on  the  practice  of  Mr.  Roebuck's 
ordnance  may  be  sent  to  me,  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  expediency  of  giving  them  to  the  Spanish  troops  to  be  used  in  the 
field. 

To  Earl  Bathorvt  Cadis,  26th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  dispatch,  No.  83,  of  the  2d  inst  In  my  opinion 
it  is  more  jiecessary  to  reinforce  the  army  under  my  command  than  it  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  233 

to  reinforce  that  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula.  Notwithstanding 
the  pains  which  I  am  taking  to  get  it  forward  in  strength,  we  shall  still 
he  weaker  in  numhers  than  the  enemy  in  Castille ;  while  the  army  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula  (which,  after  all,  cannot  quit  the  coast 
for  want  of  the  due  equipments,  and  unless  you  should  modify  or  recall 
the  orders  hy  which  it  is  governed)  is  as  strong,  if  not  stronger,  in  good 
infantry,  than  that  opposed  to  it,  and  is  deficient  only  in  cavalry.  If  iose 
troops  are  to  take  the  field  on  a  great  scale,  quitting  the  eastern  coast,  it 
would  be  much  better  that  they  should  be  incorporated  in  the  army  under 
my  command,  as  a  measure  which  would  be  more  efficient  against  the 
enemy,  and  would  save  expense^ 

I  therefore  write  to  Gen.  Campbell  to  desire  him  to  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  your  Lordship's  orders  to  send  away  the  2d  batt.  1 1th  regt.  till 
I  shall  receive  the  answer  to  this  letter,  when  I  shall  draw  to  Portugal 
the  2d  batt.  9th  regt,  or  send  the  2d  batt.  11th  regt  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, according  to  your  determination.  I  send  directions  for  the  Bruns- 
wick hussars  to  proceed  to  Alicante. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Cadis,  26th  Deo.  1612. 

I  have  received  your  letter,  marked  *  private,'  of  the  23d  Nov.,  and 
I  have  spoken  to  my  brother  on  the  subject  of  it,  and  have  settled  with 
him  a  mode  of  inquiry  by  which  we  shall  discover  whether  there  is  or 
not  any  ground  for  the  coteplaints  against  Col. . 

On  some  of  the  points  there  can  be  none.  The  quality  and  quantity  of 
the  clothing  sent  out  are  fixed  by  the  government,  and  the  hussar  dresses 
referred  to  are,  I  believe,  those  of  Feman  Nunez'  regiment,  and  have 
been  fixed  by  the  Prince  Regent  himself.  Col.  —  is  a  military  agent, 
and  I  always  thought  him  one  of  the  best  He  is  of  course  respon- 
sible for  the  due  distribution  of  the  articles  sent  to  him  to  be  distributed 
to  the  Spanish  troops ;  and  I  shall  sfend  your  Lordship  the  result  of  the 
inquiry,  in  order  that,  if  there  should  be  any  real  ground  for  complaint, 
Col. may  be  punished  as  he  shall  deserve. 

There  is  evidently,  however,  in  the  letter  from  the  complainant,  a 
desire  to  make  the  most  of  his  subject ;  or  he  would  have  omitted  some 
of  his  topics,  such  as  the  allusion  to  the  pampered  state  of  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Whittingham  and  Roche,  which  are  paid  by  us 
and  taken  care  of  by  British  officers,  in  comparison  with  the  state  of 
other  Spanish  troops  on  the  same  service  who  don't  enjoy  either  of  those 
advantages.  The  substance  of  this  complaint  is  against  the  Spanish 
government  for  not  taking  better  care  of  these  other  Spanish  corps ;  and 
would  rather  tend  to  show  that  Whittingham  and  Roche  did  apply  the 
money  intrusted  to  their  distribution  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
given  to  them.     The  whole  subject  shall,  however,  be  investigated. 

To  the  Bfrnitter  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadiz,  27tb  Dec  1612. 

In  reference  to  the  discussion  which  I  had  the  honor  of  having  with 
the  Regency  this  day,  on  the  3d  article  contained  in  my  letter  to  your 
Excellency  of  the  25Ui  inst,  and  in  explanation  of  the  system  which  1 
wbh  to  see  established  under  that  article  as  connected  with  the  finance,  1 
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request  you  will  submit  the  following  propositions  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Regency. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  organization  of  the  armies  ordered,  on 
the  4th  Dec,  is  not  the  most  convenient  for  the  service.  The  sphere  of 
the  3d  army,  as  now  organized,  embraces  objects  entirely  incompatible 
with  each  other.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  General  and  staff  of  that 
army  to  conduct  its  duties  on  the  Duero  and  in  La  Mancha.  I  would 
propose  to  the  government  that  the  army  in  Catalonia  should  be,  as  now, 
the  1st  army;  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th,  the  2d  army;  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th, 
the  3d  army  ;  with  the  army  of  reserve  in  Andalusia  and  Galicia. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  propose  that  the  resources  of  Catalonia,  and  those 
parts  of  Aragon  free  from  the  yoke  of  the  enemy,  should  be  allotted  for 
the  support  of  the  1st  army;  that  the  resources  of  the  kingdom  of 
Murcia,  New  Castillo,  Granada,  Jaen,  and  that  part  of  Valencia  free  from 
the  yoke  of  the  enemy,  should  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  the  2d  army; 
that  the  resources  of  the  kingdoms  of  Cordova  and  Seville  should  be 
allotted  to  the  support'of  the  army  of  reserve  in  Andalusia ;  and  that  the 
resources  of  Estremadura,  Old  Castille,  Gralicia,  Leon,  and  the  Asturlas, 
should  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  the  3d  army,  and  of  the  army  of 
reserve  in  Galicia. 

I  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  government,  in  my  former  letters 
of  the  4th  and  the  11th  inst,  my  sentiments  on  the  practical  evils,  re- 
sulting from  the  system  which  had  been  adopted  in  all  the  provinces  of 
the  Kingdom,  of  separating  the  military  from  the  political  authority,  and 
the  financial  from  both;  or,  in  other  words,  the  system  of  appointing 
different  persons  to  exercise  the  military  and  political  authority,  and 
to  perform  the  financial  duties  in  the  provinces,  each  independent  of 
the  other. 

Experience  has  shown  that,  wherever  there  exist  authorities  independent 
of  each  other,  they  must  clash,  and  the  service  must  suffer,  unless  their 
acts  should  be  vigilantly  controlled  by  the  superintending  authority  of  the 
government.  I  shall  not  contend  for  the  expediency  of  the  contrary 
practice  in  a  well  regulated  state,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  pro- 
vince of  Spain  should  be  in  a  state  fit  to  be  governed  according  to  the 
best  principle,  viz.,  the  separation  of  the  local  authorities.  Even  in  coun-> 
tries  where  these  systems  and  principles  are  perfectly  understood,  and 
have  been  put  in  practice  for  centuries,  and  of  which  the  tranquillity  has 
not  been  lately  disturbed  by  a  foreign  enemy,  it  has  frequently  been 
necessary  to  place  the  political  and  military  authority  in  one  hand.  How 
much  more  necessary,  therefore,  must  it  be  in  provinces  just  recovered 
from  the  usurpation  of  the  enemy,  in  which  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment is  imperfectly  established,  with  which  the  government  has  but  little 
if  any  communication,  to  provide  against  the  clashing  of  independent 
authorities  in  the  administration  of  the  local  affiiirs  ?  I  would  recommend, 
therefore,  to  the  government,  that  the  General  officers  commanding  the 
1st,  2d,  and  3d  armies,  and  the  army  of  reserve  in  Andalusia,  should  be 
the  Captains  General  of  the  provinces,  the  resources  of  which  will  be 
allotted,  as  above  pointed  out,  for  the  support  of  the  armies  under  their 
command  respectively,  holding  the  political  as  well  as  the  military  power 
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of  those  provinces  in  their  hands.  I'hey  should  select,  to  command  in  the 
provinces  and  places  from  which  they  will  he  absent,  such  officer  as  they 
shall  approve  of.  The  Captains  General  will  of  course  be  responsible 
for  all  the  acts  done  by  themselves  or  those  officers  who  will  act  under 
their  orders. 

The  civil  and  military  power  in  these  provinces  being  thus  provided  for 
and  connected,  the  next  measure  will  be  to  connect  the  finance  in  the 
several  provinces  with  the  army  which  its  produce  is  destined  to 
support. 

1st ;  I  recommend  that  there  should  be  an  Intendant  General  appointed 
to  each  of  these  armies,  which  Intendant  General  shall  be  at  the  bead  of 
the  financial  department,  as  Intendant  General  of  each  province,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  will  be  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army. 

2dly ;  That  there  shall,  besides,  be  an  Intendant  for  each  province,  who 
riiall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army,  and  of 
all  the  provinces  the  resources  of  which  are  allotted  for  its  support. 

3dly ;  That  tlie  Intendant  General  of  the  army  and  provinces,  and  the 
Intendants  of  the  provinces  respectively,  shall  report  all  their  proceedings, 
and  send  an  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  to  the  Treasury,  at  the 
seat  of  government 

4thly ;  That  no  payment  of  any  description  shall  be  made  without  a 
warrant,  under  the  signature  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  army,  to  be 
supported  by  the  resources  of  the  provinces,  for  which  warrants  the  Cap- 
tain General  is  to  be  held  responsible. 

To  Barl  Batfaunt.  Cadix,  27th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  Dec.  I  have  written  to  Torrens 
regarding  the  Q.  M.  G.,  and  regarding  the  General  officers  of  the 
cavalry. 

I  propose  to  alter  the  organization  of  the  cavalry  if  I  should  get  rid  of 

— ,  and  to  have  only  one  division  under  Sir  S.  Cotton  ;  and  to  do 

the  duty  of  the  detached  corps  by  detachments  of  brigailes. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  sending  the  officers. 

Au  Comte  d^Erlon  (Lieut.  6611.  Drouet).  Au  Qaartier  G^D^ral,  ce  28  D^c.  1812. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  1'  Dtk;.,  et  je  yous  assure 
que  j'accepte  avec  plaisir  Toffre  que  votre  Excellence  m'a  faite  pour 
adoucir  les  maux  de  la  guerre  par  des  (^changes,  de  terns  en  terns,  de  pri- 
sonniers  de  guerre. 

n  parait  que  M.  Arscott  est  officier  payeur  du  d»«  dragons;  et  j'tkiris 
en  Angleterre,  par  une  occasion  qui  s'oflfre  en  ce  moment,  pour  faire  ren» 
voyer  en  France,  en  ^change  pour  Mi  Arscott,  M.  le  Capitaine  B^noit, 
du  50^  nJgt  d'infanterie,  pris  au  Retiro.  Je  prie  votre  Excellepce 
d'avoir  la  houiA  de  faire  envoyer  M.  Arscott  aux  avant-postes  de  TftnutSe 
Fran^se  afin  qu'il  puisse  me  rejoindre. 

M.  Shaw,  aussi,  est  officier  payeur  du  4»« dragons;  et  jVcris  en  Angle- 
terre pour  prier  que  le  Capitaine  Franjon,  du  28~»  Wgere,  soit  envoy«5  en 
France  en  ^change  pour  lui ;  et  je  prie  votre  Excellence  de  perinettre  que 
M.  Shaw  accompagne  M.  Arscott. 

VOL.  VI,  ^ 
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To  W.  Adam,  E«i .♦  Cadii,  28th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  Nov.,  in  regard  to  your  son  Col. 
Adam.  I  don't  think  it  likely  that  the  detachment  of  the  Sicilian  army 
aerving  in  the  Peninsula  will  he  joined  to  the  army  under  my  immediate 
command ;  but  if  that  event  should  take  place,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  expedient  that  the  separate  staff  of  that  detachment  should  be 
discontinued,  I  shall  be  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  assistance  of  Col. 
Adam  in  the  army  under  my  command  in  the  manner  you  wish. 

The  A.Q,  to  Lieut.  Cot.  Lard  F.  Somertet,  Military  Secretary.  28th  Dec.  1812. 

I  beg  of  you  to  lay  before  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  the  euclosed  letter  from 

Lieut*  Gen.  Cole,  and  its  enclosures  from  Col. ,  who  made  applicatioD  some 

time  since  for  leave  of  absence  to  proceed  to  England.  As  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, in  ^e  answer  he  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  application  of  Col.  -^ ^,  ob- 
serves that  be  will  forward  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  in  Ciiief,  I 
have  thought  it  rieht  to  send  the  enclosed  letter,  by  which  it  appears  that  Col. 
wishes  to  withdraw  his  former  application  for  leave  of  absence. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Cadis,  29th  Dec.  1812. 

I  received  only  last  night  your  letter  of  the  17th,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
you  have  had  any  trouble  respecting  the  billeting  of  our  officers. 

The  fact  is  that  our  orders  are  made  very  strict,  purposely  in  order  to 
ensure  civility  on  the  part  of  the  officer  to  his  landlord,  that  he  may  get 
what  he  really  wants  in  that  manner.  If  there  were  not  reason  to  hope 
that  what  is  wanted  would  be  got  hj  civility,  the  order  was  too  strict  and 
must  be  altered,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  use  of  the  kitchen  fire. 
But  I  believe  there  must  be  some  official  communication  witn  the  govern- 
ment before  the  order  can  be  altered,  and  it  will  require  some  considera- 
tion to  alter  it  as  it  ought  to  be. 

In  regard  to  the  ladies,  they  have  certainly  no  right  to  be  lodged  in 
billets ;  but  it  would  be  cruel  to  deprive  them  of  that  accommodation. 
I  don't  believe  I  can  authorise  their  having  this  advantage  by  an  order ; 
and  the  point  can  be  settled  only  in  communication  with  the  government 
If  the  matter  could  be  allowed  to  go  on,  as  it  is  now,  I  would  write  a 
letter  to  Peacocke  to  be  circulated  among  the  ladies,  which  would  give 
them  a  little  advice  on  this  subject,  and  make  them  better  behaved. 

I  rather  think  I  referred  Pack  to  you  for  leave,  letting  him  go  if  you 
should  have  no  objection. 

Sir  C.  Stuart  will  have  told  you  that  I  shall  see  you  soon,  and  therefore 
i  shall  not  enter  upon  affairs  here.  I  think  I  have  done  some  good ;  and 
I  have  a  prospect  of  doing  more.  I  propose  to  leave  this  if  I  can  on 
Monday. 

To  Earl  Bathmst  Cadiz,  29th  Dec.  1812. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  1st  inst.  (No.  81), 
directing  me  to  communicate  to  you  my  wishes  regarding  the  destination 
of  a  supply  of  clothing  and  accoutrements  for  50,000  men,  which  it  is 
intended  to  have  sent  to  the  Peninsula  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  beg  to 

*  Afterwards  Commitswner  of  the  Jury  Court  in  Scotland,  father  of  Adm.  Sir  C.  Adam 
and  Lieut  Oeu.  Sir  F.  Adam,  K.C.B.,  &c. 
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ftequaint  your  Lordship  in  reply,  that  I  consider  it  will  be  beet  for  the 
service  that  of  the  above  number  equipments  for  40,000  men  should  be 
Ibrwarded  to  Lisbon,  and  for  10,000  men  to  Cadiz. 

SPBBOK   IN  TBI  CORTM. 

Cadis,  30tb  Dec  1813. 

I  should  not  have  requested  to  be  permitted  to  pay  my  respects  in 
person  to  this  august  body,  if  I  had  not  been  encouraged  to  make  the 
application  by  the  honor  which  the  Cortes  conferred  upon  me  on  the  27th 
inst,  in  sending  a  deputation  to  congratulate  me  on  my  arrival  in  this 
city ;  a  distinction  which  I  attribute  to  the  favor  and  partiality  with  which 
they  have  on  every  occasion  received  the  services  which  it  has  fallen  to 
ttiy  lot  to  rembr  to  the  Spanish  nation. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Cortes  for  this  honor, 
as  well  as  for  the  various  marks  of  their  favor  and  confidence  which  I 
have  received ;  and  to  assure  them  that  my  efforts  shall  be  unceasingly 
directed  to  forward  the  just  and  interesting  cause  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

I  shall  not  take  up,  with  further  professions,  the  time  of  this  assembly, 
upon  the  wisdom,  discretion,  and  firmness  of  whose  conduct,  under  the 
will  of  Divine  Providence,  the  result  of  all  our  exertions  depends.  Not 
only  your  own  countrymen  have  their  eyes  fixed  on  you.  Gentlemen,  but 
the  whole  world  is  interested  in  the  success  of  your  endeavors  to  save 
this  nation  from  the  general  wreck ;  and  in  the  establishment  within  it  of 
a  system  of  government  founded  on  just  principles,  which  shall  promote 
and  secure  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  your  countrymen,  and  the 
greatness  of  your  country. 

7X«  A,G,  io  Brig.  Gmt,  Bwrm9,  lih  dwiiiwi.  3 lit  Deo.  1812. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  return  to  tliis  office  the  two 
Tolumes  of  printed  G.  O.  which  were  lent  to  you  at  Villa^toro  by  the  officer  then 
at  the  head  of  this  department,  the  instructions  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  being  exceedingly  particular  in  regard  to  these  books. 

A]>OmBn  TO  TBS  SPANISB  ARXT. 

Codix,  Itt  Jtn.  1813. 

The  army  have  been  already  informed  that  the  Command  in  Chief  of 
the  armies  of  Spain  has  been  conferred  on  the  Capt  Gen.  Lord  Welling- 
ton, Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Although  this  is  the  first  time  that  his 
Excellency  has  ^e  honor  of  addressing  the  army  as  its  Commander,  he 
has  long  been  acquainted  with  its  merits,  its  sufferings^  and  its  state ;  and 
in  taking  upon  himself  the  exercise  of  a  command  so  highly  honorable  to 
him,  he  wishes  to  assure  the  General  officers,  officers,  and  troops,  of  his 
earnest  desire  that  his  arrangements  may  tend  to  enable  them  to  serve 
flieir  country  with  advantage,  and  that  while  under  his  command  the 
honor  of  their  profession  may  be  advanced. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  that  at  the  same  time  that  the  utmost  atten- 
tion will  be  paid  by  the  government  to  what  will  tend  to  the  comfort  of 
the  soldiers  and  the  convenience  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  the  discipline 
established  by  the  Royal  OrdmoMztu  ^ould  be  maintained ;  as  without 
disci^ne  and  order,  not  only  is  an  army  unfit  to  be  opposed  to  an  enemy 
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in  the  field,  but  it  becomes  a  positive  injury  to  the  country  by  which  it  is 
maintained.  The  Commander  in  Chief  trusts,  therefore,  that  every  effort 
will  be  made  by  the  General  aiid  other  officers  to  enforce  and  maintain  in 
every  particular  the  discipline  ord«red  by  the  Royal  Ordenanzcu;  and  he 
assures  them  tliat,  at  the  same  time  that  he  will  be  happy  to  draw  the 
notice  of  the  government,  and  to  extol  their  good  conduct,  he  will  not  be 
backward  in  noticing  any  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
to  the  duties  required  from  them  by  the  Royal  Ordenanzas,  or  any  breach 
of  discipline  and  order  by  the  soldiers. 

Aax  G^Df.  Cattafiot,  Duque  del  Parque,  O'Donell,  Co\yam,  ei  £lb.  Cadis,  oe  1  Jan.  1813. 

J*ai  Phonneur  de  vous  faire  parvenir  deux  lettres  que  j'ai  revues  du 
M?ni8tre  de  la  Guerre,  par  lesquelles  et  par  Tordre  du  jour  d'aujourd'hui 
vcus  verrez  le  mode  dont  les  annexes  sont  organisees,  la  mani^re  dans 
laquelle  les  affaires  militaires  se  traitcront,  et  les  mesures  d^cidtSes,  ayant 
en  vue  d'obtenir  du  pays  des  moyens  pour  le  maintien  des  troupes. 

Je  vous  prie  aussitot  que  vous  aurez  re^u  cette  lettre  de  mettre 
rintendant  Gt^n^ral  de  TarmtSe  sous  vos  ordres  en  communication  avec 

les  Intendants  des  provinces,  de ,*  et  vous  t&cherez  de  n^iser  autant 

qu'il  vous  sera  possible  le  maintien  des  troupes  sous  vos  ordres.  £n  cas 
que  vous  trouviez  que  les  Intendants  des  provinces,  ou  les  ayuntamierUos 
charglis  du  recouvrement  des  contributions,  ne  font  pas  leur  devoir,  vous 
aurez  la  foont($  de  me  le  faire  savoir  pour  I'information  du  gouvemement; 
et  si  les  personnes  chargtSes  de  la  partie  politique  ou  fiscale  de  Padminis- 
tration  doivent  avoir  I'aide  du  roilitaire,  vous  la  donnerez,  ayant  le  plus 
grand  soin  de  prt^venir  le  dc^ordre  des  troupes  et  les  dt^g&ts. 

En  cas  qu'on  puisse  rt^unir  quelques  moyens  ptScuniaires,  je  dt^ire  qu*ib 
•oient  employ^  de  prt^f^^rence  k  la  soldo  des  troupes ;  et  que  les  sommes 
en  dusse,  quel  que  soit  leur  montant,  soient  distribu^  en  proportion  des 
demandes  des  difi&Srentes  classes  d'officiers,  sous  officiers,  et  soldats  dont 
Tarmt^  est  composite. 

J'ai  raison  de  croire  que  jusqu'i^  ce  que  le  syst^me  d^veloppi^  dans  les 
lettres  ci-incluses  puisse  procurer  quelques  moyens,  qu'il  sera  au  pouvoir 
du  gouvemement  d'envoy er  une  somme  d'argent  pour  6tre  k  votre  disppsi- 
tion,t  et  cet  argent  doit  6tre  employed  exclusivement  k  payer  la  solde  des 
officiers  et  troupes  r($gl<$e8  k  pn^ent  sous  les  armes. 

Vous  aurez  la  bont«i  de  prendre  garde,  par  le  moyen  des  pouvoirs 
donn^  par  Particle  du  dcksret  de  Uu  Cortes^  que  les  sommes  d'argent  qui 
passeront  par  les  mains  de  PIntendant  Gt^n^ral  de  Parmc^,  soient  employtSes 
exclusivement  au  maintien  des  troupes  sous  vos  ordres. 

To  the  Commimonen  of  Traaspoit.  Cadii,  lit  Jan.  1813. 

Gen.  Drouet,  who  commanded  the  French  army  (called)  de  Portugal^ 

*  GopoDs;  Catalu&u 

Elio ;  Valencia,  Murcia,  Castilla  Nue\-a. 

Duque  del  Paique ;  Oranada,  Jaen.  ^ 

CaftaSof ;  Estronadans  Castilla  Vieja,  Galicia. 

(yDonell ;  Serilla,  Cordoya. 
t  Gen.  Copooi,  50,000  dune;  Gen.  Elio,  50,000  ditto;  Duque  del  Parque,  100,000 
ditto;  Geo.  O'Donell,  100,000  ditto ;  Gen.  Caatafioe,  100,000  ditto. 
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having  offered  to  allow  Mr.  Arscott,  Paymaster  of  the  3d  dragoon  gLarda, 
and  Lieut  Shaw,  acting  Paymaster  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  to  return 
to  the  British  army,  if  I  could  procure  the  exchange  of  these  officers  with 
Capt  B<{noit  of  the  50"«  r*^.  de  ligne,  and  Capt  Franjon  of  the  28™» 
l^ere,  now  prisoners  in  England,  I  heg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  agreed 
to  this  proposition,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  have  it  carried  into  effect,  hy 
sending  Capts.  Benoit  and  Franjon  to  France,  in  exchange  for  Messrs. 
Arscott  and  Shaw. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  favor  me  with  the  regular 
certificates  of  exchange,  in  order  that  Messrs.  Arscott  and  Shaw  may  be 
released  from  their  parole,  and  return  to  their  duty  with  their  respective 
regiments* 

To  Btfl  Bathont  Cadii,  Itt  Jan.  1819. 

I  arrived  here  on  the  24th  inst.,  and  I  expect  to  be  able  to  set  out  on 
my  return  to  the  army  on  Tuesday  next 

Nothing  particular  has  occurr^  since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  from 
Badajoz  on  the  20th  of  last  month.  It  appears  that  King  Joseph  has 
removed  his  head  quarters  to  Madrid,  from  the  palace  of  La  Granja,  near 
Segovia,  and  that  those  of  Marshal  Soult  are  at  Toledo ;  and  some  of  the 
cavalry  of  the  army  under  his  command  had  been  extended  into  La 
Mancha.  The  Spanish  troops  under  the  Duque  del  Parque  had  in  conse- 
quence retired ;  but  I  understand  that  they  have  since  resumed  their  posi- 
tions in  La  Mancha. 

To  Earl  BathtmL  Cadii,  Itt  Jan.  1818. 

I  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  for  the  battle 
of  Salamanca;  and  I  enclose  the  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  General 
officers  who  were  present  in  the  action,  with  a  cross  opposite  the  names  of 
those  which  have  been  omitted  on  this  occasion.  This  omission  must  have 
been  accidental ;  and  I  defer  to  publish  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army  till 
it  can  be  rectified. 

To  Earl  Bathurtt  Cadis,  lit  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke,  in  regard  to  the  foreign 
battalion  of  recruits  at  this  place.  I  have  ordered  to  Lisbon  2  companies 
of  it  belonging  to  the  Chasseurs  Britanniques ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
know  whether  you  would  wish  that  these  2  companies  should  be  replaced 
by  a  similar  number  of  men  drawn  from  the  enlisted  deserters  at 
Gibraltar. 

I  expect  to  be  able  to  leave  this  place  on  Tuesday,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
have  done  some  good  in  the  way  of  organization ;  but  I  am  not  yet  cer- 
tain. I  will  write  to  you  fully  on  the  whole  subject  as  soon  as  I  shall  get 
away ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  believe  my  brother  writes  by  this  occasion  to 
Lord  Castlereagh.  If  all  should  continue  quiet,  I  propose  to  pass  by 
Lisbon,  principally  with  a  view  to  give  the  Order  of  the  Bath  to  Sir  C. 
Stuart;  and  likewise  to  have  some  communication  verbally  with  the 
government  there;  which  will  delay  my  return  to  head  quarters  till  the 
middle  of  this  month. 
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To  Col.  Torreni,  MiliUry  Sectatary.  Cadi&.  Ut  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Capt.  Smith  of  the  Engineers,*  in  regard  to  his 
claim  to  be  promoted  to  be  a  Brevet  Major.  From  ail  that  I  have  heard 
of  his  conduct  at  Tarifa,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  if  it  had  been  made 
known  to  me,  in  detail,  at  the  time  the  action  occurred,  I  should  have 
recommended  him  for  promotion.  It  is  now  too  late,  probably ;  but  if  it 
should  not  be  so,  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  is  promoted. 

I  have  been  detained  here  longer  than  I  expected,  and  all  mj  arrange* 
ments  are  not  jet  effected.  But  I  hope  I  shall  have  done  some  good  by 
my  visit  to  this  place,  and  that  I  shall  be  able  to  set  out  on  my  return  on 
Tuesday. 

T\t  A.O.  to  Major  Ottu  tht  Hon,  E,  Paktnham,  Zd  divimon.  1st  Jan.  1813. 

The  Commaader  of  the  Forces,  on  quitting  Freneda,  left  directions  that  on  the 
arrival  of  M»or  Gen  Colville  with  the  3d  divisioa,  ;^ou  should  proeeed  to  the 
6th  division,  for  the  purpose  of  commanding  that  division  during  the  absence  of 
Major  Gen.  H.  Clinton,  wlio  has  proceeded  on  leave  to  England.  As  a  considerable 
delay  must  unavoidably  occur  between  the  time  when  Major  Gen.  Colrille  will 
have  reported  his  arrival  with  the  3d  division,  and  the  receipt  by  you  q£  the, 
official  notification  for  your  temporary  appointment  to  the  6th  division,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  proposing  to  you  to  proceed  to  join  the  6th  division  on  the  arrival  of 
Major  Gen.  Colville.  I  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  notify  to  me,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  the  day  on  which  yon  will  have 
joined  the  6th  division. 

Tfu  A,0,  to  Major  Otn,  tht  Hon.  C.  Cohilb,  lit  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  on  quitting 
Freaeda,  was  pleased  to  direct  that  on  your  arrival  with  the  3d  division.  Major 
Gen.  Pakeuham  should  proceed  to  the  6th,  for  the  purpose  of  commanding  that 
division  in  the  absence  of  Major  Gen.  Clinton.  When  it  shall  be  known  at  this 
office  that  yen  shall  have  arrived  with  the  3d  division,  the  provisional  appointment 
of  Major  6exu  Pakenham  to  tht  6th  will  appear  in  G.  O. ;  but  to  avoid  delay  as 
much  as  possible,  I  have  this  day  written  to  the  M^or  Gen.  to  propose  to  him  to 
proceed  to  the  6th  division,  on  your  arrival  with  the  3d,  without  waiting  for  the 
G.  O.  announcing  his  removal,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  C.  Stewart  Cadis,  2d  Jan.  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  Dec.  2  days  ago,  and  I  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  replying  to  it  I  found  the  organization  of  our  cavalry  in 
2  divisions  to  be  very  disadvantageous  in  the  last  campaign,  and  I  propose 
to  alter  it,  if  I  can ;  and  to  have  but  one  corps  of  cavalry  under  Sir  Sta- 
pleton,  from  which  detachments  should  be  made  to  perform  the  cavalry 
duty  with  the  detached  corps  of  the  army.  Under  these  circumstances, 
although  it  might  be  more  agreeable  to  you  to  take  a  gallop  with  the 
hussars,  I  think  you  had  better  return  to  your  office. 

I  have  come  here  to  try  'to  organise  the  poles,'  which  appears  to  be  a 
work  something  of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  Dumouriez  describes 
so  well  in  his  life.  I  have  made  some  progress ;  but  the  libellers  have 
set  to  work,  and  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Cortes  will  take  the  alarm, 
and  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  do  all  the  good  I  might  otherwise.  I  shall 
leave  this  on  Tuesday. 

*  Major  Gen.  Sir  C.  F.  Smith,  K.C.B.,  &c. 
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To  the  Kiniirter  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadiz,  3d  Jao.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst* 
In  the  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  your  Excellency 
on  the  4th  and  25th  Dec,  I  apprised  you  of  the  expediency  that  the 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  a  limited  numher  of  the  officers  of  the  Staff,  should 
he  sent  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  in  order  to  perform  the  duties  of 
thdr  several  stations  under  my  directions.  I  request,  accordingly,  that 
orders  may  be  given  that  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  the  Inspectors  General 
of  cavalry  and  of  infantry,  may  place  themselves  under  my  directions, 
and  may  prepare  to  move  to  head  quarters. 

As  soon  as  they  are  under  my  directions,  I  shall  arrange  with  them  the 

The  Minister  at  War  to  the  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Cadiz,  Ist  Jan.  1818. 

The  Regency  of  the  Kingdom,  desirous  of  showing  to  your  Excellency  the  high 
confidence  which  the  Spanish  nation  feels  for  the  distinguished  services  which 
you  have  done,  and  are  doinff,  in  fovor  of  their  cause,  and  having  considered, 
with  all  attention,  the  paper  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  address  to  me 
under  date  of  the  25th  or  last  monw,  in  which,  auer  expressing  your  gratitude 
for  the  distinction  which  the  Cortes  and  ^vemment  had  conferred  upon  you  in 
confiding  to  you  the  command  of  the  national  armies,  you  state  the  powers  which 
your  Excellency  thinks  it  indispensable  that  you  should  be  intrusted  with,  in 
order  to  discharge  the  duties  which  the  appointment  of  Commander  in  Chief  im- 
poses upon  you,  in  a  manner  which  may  correspond  to  the  end  your  Excellency 
desires,  his  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  command  that  I  should  answer  your 
Excellency's  propositions  in  the  following  terms : 

1st  Proposition.    See  p.  219. 

2d  Proposition.    See  p.  219. 

dd   Proposition.    See  p.  220. 

4th  Proposition.    See  p.  220. 

With  respect  to  the  Ist  proposition,  his  Highness  is  resolved  that,  in  extra- 
ordinary promotions,  to  Which  extraordinary  merits  and  ser^aces  may  give  rise, 
your  Excellency  shall  recommend  to  the  government  the  officers  whom  you  may 
Consider  it  proper  to  promote  either  to  a  command  in  chief  or  of  a  division,  or  any 
other  whatever.  Except  in  these  extraordinary  cases,  the  Ordenanza  shall  be 
exactly  observed  in  promotions,  for  which  purpose  the  inspectors  shall  reside  at 
head  quarters,  where  they  will  be  able  to  intorm  themselves  of  the  merit  and  con- 
duct of  the  respective  officers. 

Concerning  the  2d  proposition,  his  Highness  lias  been  pleased  to  command 
me  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Ordenanza  does  not  allow  of  any  officer 
being  dismissed  fVom  the  service  without  a  trial ;  but  that  your  Excellency  will 
have  the  power,  as  Commander  in  Chief,  to  suspend  him,  and  likewise  to  separate 
him  from  the  army,  informing  the  government  after  having  done  so,  in  order  that 
they  may  take  the  proper  measures  accordingly. 

With  respect  to  the  3d  proposition,  his  Highness  has  commanded  me  to  state 
to  your  Excellency  that  the  resources  which  the  state  may  apply  for  the  equip- 
ment, arming,  and  support  of  the  troops,  shall  he  applied  by  the  Intendant 
General  as  your  Excellency  shall  dispose,  and  in  the  manner  which  shall  appear 
to  he  most  Mlvantageoiis. 

And,  with  regard  to  the  4th  proposition,  his  Highness  has  determined  that 
your  Excellency  shall  name  the  Chief  and  number  of  officers  for  your  staff,  and 
the  individuals  of  whom  it  is  to  consist,  for  the  approval  of  his  Highness :  the 
remaining  part  of  this  proposition,  relative  to  your  Excellency's  correspondence 
with  the  armies  through  the  Chief  of  the  Stafl^  and  the  other  particulars,  being 
acceded  to. 

The  Regency,  therefore,  considering  that  your  Excellency  being  intrusted  with 
the  powers  above  mentioned,  are  those  which  depend  upon  the  {acuities  and  au- 
thority of  the  Recency,  those  obstacles  will  be  removea  which  may  prevent  the 
distinguished  zeal  of  your  Excellency  (rom  acting  with  the  liberality  and  energy 
which  you  desire  in  the  cause  of  Spain. 
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number  of  officers  necessary  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  duty  of  their 
several  departments  with  the  army,  and  the  mode  in  which  those  duties  of 
their  departments  respectively  shall  be  performed  at  the  seat  of  govern* 
ment  during  their  necessary  absence  from  hence ;  upon  which  subjects 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  making  a  report  to  your  Excellency. 

The  J.O,  to  the  Cffiotr  eowmtrndiitg  the  —  regt,,  Sth  dhimam,  3d  Jan.  1813. 

The  enclosed  weekly  states  of  the  regiment  under  your  command,  of  the  Ist^ 
8th,  and  15th  Dec.,  being  incorrect,  vrere  sent  to  the  officer  doing  duty  as 
A.A.G.  with  the  6th  division  for  correction ;  and  he  having  returned  them  to  tliis 
office  stOl  incorrect,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  them  direct  to  you, 
ill  the  hope  of  better  success.  In  doing  so,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  consider  the 
very  serious  inconvenience  to  this  department,  and  the  delay  in  making  up  the 

The  Minister  at  War  to  the  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Cadis,  3d  Jan.  1813. 

'the  Regency  of  the  Kingdom  has  commanded  me  to  forward  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  official  letters  which  the  secretaries  of  the  General  and  Extraordinary 
Cortes  have  written  to  me  under  this  day's  date : 

*  In  a  letter  dated  the  31st  ult.  you  inform  us,  by  order  of  the  Regency,  that 
tlie  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodriffo,  in  a  conference  which  he  had  with  his  Highness 
on  the  same  day,  informed  him  that  he  had  come  to  Cadiz  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
presenting in  person  to  the  government  the  actual  state  of  the  armies,  with  respect 
to  their  discipline,  clothing,  arming,  and  pay,  and  every  thing  relative  to  their 
existence  in  the  field ;  and  that,  besides  the  notes  which  he  addressed  to  him  on 
the  4th  and  1 1th  ult.  upon  thb  subject,  he  stated  the  same  circumstances  by  word, 
and  in  presence  of  Generals  Don  F.  X.  Castanos  and  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  in 
another  conference ;  that  as  the  moment  of  opening  the  campaign  was  approaching, 
a  moment  certainly  most  important  to  the  country,  and  that  it  was  necessary  that 
he  himself  should  leave  Cadiz,  and  the  time  most  pressing,  it  would  be  desirable 
that  the  Cortes  should  name  a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  hearing,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Regency,  what  he  himself  and  the  saia  Generals  may  have  to  propose 
upon  the  subject,  communicating  with  the  government  upon  it,  in  order  to  carry 
into  eflfect  whatever  measures  the  Cortes  may  adopt. 

'  Upon  hearing  your  official  letters,  the  Cortes  could  not  fail  to  observe  that,  the 
object  of  the  comerence  being  to  treat  of  the  actual  state  of  the  army,  with  respect 
to  its  disciplme,  clothuig,  arming,  and  pay,  and  every  thing  tliat  relates  to  its  ex- 
istence in  the  field,  all  these  points  belong  to  the  authority  of  the  executive  power ; 
and  that  it  appertains  to  the  Regency,  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  in  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  which  he  possesses,  and  which  have  been  granted  to  him,  to  take 
all  the  measures  proper  for  establishing  military  discipline  in  the  armies,  for  pro- 
viding them  with  clothing,  arms,  and  pay,  and  any  tiling  else  necessary  for  their 
existence  in  the  field,  having,  as  his  Highness  has,  at  his  disposition,  all  the  lawful 
means  and  resources  of  the  state,  and  besides  the  power  of  proposing  to  the  legis- 
lative body,  in  the  manner  and  form  which  the  constitutional  laws  themselves 
establish,  any  project,  plan,  subsidy,  or  new  contribution  whatever,  which,  after 
those  which  at  present  exist  are  well  managed,  and  the  superfluous  expenses  re- 
duced, may  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  deficit  which  there  may  remain  for  fulfilling 
the  objects  essential  and  necessary  to  the  public  service. 

'  The  Cortes  do  not  see  what  direct  part  they  can  tuke  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
objects  proposed  without  overturning  the  established  order ;  and  Uiey  therefore 
are  of  opinion  that  the  conference  upon  these  points,  fur  from  being  useful,  would 
paraljTse  the  action  of  the  government,  from  whose  zeal  they  expect  that  (dedi- 
cating themselves,  in  preference  to  every  tiling,  to  purify  the  administration  of  the 
abuses  which  the  general  confusion,  and  other  minor  causes,  have  introduc^  into 
it)  they  will  attend  to  the  organization  of  the  armies  until  they  shall  be  put  into  a 
state  to  act  with  advantage  in  defence  of  the  country,  and  that  the  Generals  who 
may  direct  them  shall  have  no  motive  for  complaint,  nor  any  thin^  to  desire  in 
this  respect,  which  was  the  object  of  the  order  which  was  communicated  to  his 
Highness  under  date  of  the  SOth  of  last  month.'  Which  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
municate for  your  Excellency's  information. 
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general  states  of  the  army,  which  roust  inevitably  arise  from  inaccuracies  in  the 
regimental  states,  esDeciady  when  the  army  is  so  widely  dispersed  as  it  is  at  the 
present  moment.  Your  return  of  the  Ist  Dec.  is  incorrect  in  itself;  but  that  of 
the  8th  is  incoirect,  even  adroittinff  the  preceding  one  of  the  1st  to  be  correct. 
I  beg  you  will,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  cause  fresh  states  for  the  1st,  8th, 
and  15th  Dec.  to  be  made  out,  and  transmitted  direct,  instead  of  being  sent  through 
the  usual  channel. 

T%t  A.O,  to  Sir  R,  U,  Ketmedtfy  CommmtHj  OmeruL  2d  Jan.  1813. 

llie  Commanding  officer  of  the  92d  regt.  has  represented  to  the  A.A.G. 
attached  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill's  corps  of  the  army,  that  Corporal  W.  Ray- 
mond, of  that  regiment,  is  now  employed  as  a  Commissar/s  clerk  at  Abrantes. 
As  the  orders  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  expressly  forbid  the  employment 
of  soldiers  in  like  capacities,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  upon  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Commissariat  department  at  Abrantes  for  an  explanation  of 
the  circumstances,  which  1  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  to  me  fo^ 
the  information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

To  Major  Gen.  Campbell,  Alicante.  Cadis,  4th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters,  and  those  of  Major  Gen.  Clinton,  to  the 
22d  Dec. 

Yoii  appear  to  be  aware  of  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy's  situation 
by  the  measure  of  putting  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  armies  in 
cantonments  for  the  winter.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  necessity  for  this 
measure  existed ;  but  the  disparity  of  numbers  was  so  great,  and  so  much 
to  our  disadvantage,  that  I  could  not  keep  the  field  in  Castille  in  Novem- 
ber ;  and  not  being  able  to  keep  the  field,  it  was  better  that  I  should 
place  the  allied  army  in  cantonments,  in  which  it  was  likely  they  would 
recover  their  strength  and  efficiency,  even  though  the  enemy  should  by 
this  measure  enjoy  the  advantage  of  which  he  has.  availed  himself. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  till  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army 
under  my  immediate  command  shall  again  take  the  field,  no  operation  of 
any  consequence  can  be  undertaken  by  any  of  the  allied  corps  in  other 
parts  of  the  Peninsula.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  come  here  to  endeavor 
to  organise  the  Spanish  armies,  and  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
government  regarding  the  means  of  their  support  in  the  field ;  and  upon 
my  return  to  head  quarters,  in  which  direction  I  shall  set  out  in  a  day  or 
two,  I  shall  send  you  directions  respecting  the  operations  which  you  are 
to  undertake  when  the  campaign  shall  commence,  and  the  period  at  which 
you  are  to  undertake  them.  If,  however,  before  you  shall  receive  the  direc- 
tions, you  should  consider  yourself  sufficiently  strong,  and  circumstances 
should  enable  you  to  strike  an  important  blow  against  the  French  force 
opposed  to  you,  or  against  their  possessions  on  the  east  coast,  I  beg  that 
you  will  strike  it. 

I  have  directed  that  2  squadrons  of  the  Brunswick  hussars,  expected 
at  Gibraltar,  may  proceed  to  Alicante,  to  place  themselves  under  your 
command. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  letters  written  by  the  Adj.  Gen.  to  the  Governor 
of  Gibraltar  and  yourself,  in  regard  to  the  clothing  of  the  troops  under 
your  command. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadiz,  4th  Jan.  1813. 

1  enclose  a  report  from  the  Inspector  General  of  Infantry,  proposing 
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the  mode  in  which  the  husiness  of  hit  deptrtmeet  duJl  be  ocmducted  at 
the  head  quarters  of  the  arm  j,  and  at  ^e  seat  of  goyemmefit,  whieh  I  beg 
you  to  lay  before  the  government,  and  to  urge  the  government  to  appoint 
Brig.  Gren.  Don  Caspar  Blanco  to  be  Sub-Inspector  General  of  Infantry, 
and  to  take  charge  of  the  office  at  the  seat  of  government 

It  is  also  desirable  that  Gen.  Don  T.  (yDonoju  should  receive  his  official 
appointment  of  Inspector  General  of  Infantry. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Gadii,  4th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  G^en. 
Wimpffen,  in  which  he  proposes  the  mode  of  transacting  business  at  head 
quarters,  and  at  the  seat  of  government;  and  the  number  and  names  of 
officers  to  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  head  quarters,  and  the  number  to 
remain  at  Cadiz  ;  which  I  request  you  to  lay  before  the  government  for 
their  approbation* 

Au  Duque  del  Infantado.  Cadii,  ce  4  Jan.  1813. 

Je  vous  envoie  un  mt^moire  qui  m'a  ^t^  donnti  ce  matin  par  la  Mar- 
quesa  de  Alcanices,  avec  laquelle  je  crois  que  vous  savez  que  j'cStais  en 
correspondance  suivie  avont  que  je  ne  fusse  entrcS  k  Madrid  au  mois 
d'Aodt  dernier.  £lle  me  dit  que  celui  qui  a  t^crit  ce  mtbioire  est  un  de 
ceux  qui  lui  a  rendu  le  plus  de  service  dans  ces  temps  1^ ;  et  je  vous 
serai  bien  oblige  si  vous  voulez  avoir  la  bont<$  de  le  prendre  sous  votre 
protection,  et  de  I'employer  ou  comme  il  le  dtbire,  ou  de  telle  autre  ma- 
ni^re  qu'il  puisse  6tre  utile  k  la  nation. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  O'lXmell,  Coode  de  la  Bisbal.*  Cadis,  5th  Jan.  1813. 

Having  referred  to  the  Inspector  General  of  Infantry  and  of  Cavalry 
the  notes  on  the  back  of  the  return  which  you  sent  to  me  on  the  1st 
inst,  stating  the  want  of  officers  in  the  several  battalions  under  your 
command,  I  enclose  the  report  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Infantry  on 
the  subject. 

I  have  addressed  the  Minister  at  War  on  the  2d,  4th,  and  8th  para- 
grraphs  in  the  enclosed  letter ;  and  have  requested  that  the  proportion  of 
officers  may  be  posted  to  the  battalion  of  Cadiz  without  loss  of  time,  in 
order  that  tbere  may  not  be  wanting  officers  to  take  charge  of,  and  instruct 
the  recruits  when  Uiey  shall  join. 

To  tiie  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadiz,  5th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  extracts  from  a  return  sent  to  me  on  the 
2d  inst  by  Lieut  Gen.  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  complaining  of  the  want 
of  officers  in  the  several  battalions  under  his  command;  and  extracts 
from  a  report  made  by  the  Inspector  General  of  Infantry  on  these  com- 
plaints. 

I  request  your  Excellency  will  urge  the  government  to  expedite  the 
nomination  of  the  7  officers,  as  proposed  by  the  Inspector  General  for  the 

*  Gen.  H.  O'Donell  had  been  created,  by  the  Regency  of  Spain,  Conde  de  la  Bisbal, 
for  his  conduct  at  La- Bisbal,  near  Gerona.  Hey  however,  always  signed  Conde  del 
Abisbal. 
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VoluntariosdeNavarray  and  to  have  removed  from  the  battalion  of  Seville 
the  supernumerary  chiefs. 

I  likewise  request  you  to  urge  the  government  to  authorise  the  Inspector 
General  of  Infantry  to  post  to  the  battalion  of  Cadiz  the  usual  proportion 
of  officers^  in  order  that  there  may  not  be  wanting  officers  to  receive, 
organise,  and  instruct  the  recruits  when  they  shall  join,  as  is  expected. 

To  the  Miniftar  at  War,  Cada.  Cadii,  6th  Jan.  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  recommend  to  the 
Regency  that  Lieut.  Ballamar  Valdes  Argiielles  may  be  promoted  to  be 
an  Intendant,  as  I  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Capt  Qen.  Cas- 
tanos  to  recommend  that  this  gentleman  may  be  appointed  the  Intendant 
General  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

T%e  J.G,  to  Mr,  Egerhm,  Military  Library,  Whittkaff,  Londom.  6th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  sent  you  bv  this  mail  the  G.  O.  of  this  army  from  the  let  Jan.  to  the 
4th  June,  1812,  for  the  press ;  and  hope  to  be  able,  by  the  next  packet,  to  trans- 
mit those  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  which  will  complete  toe  volume.  As 
b»  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  desirous  of  having  this  volume 
completed  without  delay,  I  have  judged  it  best  to  send  you  that  part  of  the  year's 
orders  now  transmitted  without  waiting  for  the  remainder,  that  you  may  be  pre- 
paring the  press  and  materials  for  the  completion  of  the  whole,  without  loss  of 
time.  The  type,  paper,  and  binding  will,  of  course,  be  exactl^r  similar  to  the 
former  volumes;  ana  I  beg  your  usual  attention  to  any  little  inaccuracies  of 
grammar  or  Dunctuation  which  may  have  escaped  observation  here.  I  also 
request  yon  wul  forward  as  soon  as  convenient  your  account,  with  the  customary 
receipts,  for  printing  the  third  volume,  in  order  that  I  may  have  the  same 
liquioated. 

TV  A.G,  to  tht  Aui.G*.  ofdivimoH9.  6th  Jan.  1813. 

Inaccuracies  in  the  regimental  states,  transmitted  to  this  office,  have  become 
so  frequent  as  to  cause  considerable  delay  in  making  out  the  general  returns  of 
the  army ;  in  addition  to  which  inconvenience,  the  labor  of  those  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  particular  line  at  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  office  is  very  much  increased. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  to  arrive  at  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  in  the  regimental 
states,  and  thereby  to  diminish  the  inconveniences  above  stated,  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  cause  a  form  of  brigade  state  to  be  made  out,  which  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith.  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  require 
from  the  Brigade  Majors,  in  the  division  to  which  you  are  attached,  brigade  states 
agreeably  to  the  enclosed  form,  to  be  transmitted  to  you  on  the  1st,  8th,  and  Idtht 
of  every  month,  along  with  the  weekly  states  of  the  several  regiments  composing 
(he  brigade.  These  brigade  states  are  to  be  signed  by  the  Brigade  Majors 
respecUvely,  who  will  thereby  render  themselves  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of 
them ;  and  I  am  further  to  desire,  that  after  having  yourself  duly  examined  and 
proved  the  brigade  states,  you  will  countersign  them  with  your  own  signature,* 
and  transmit  them,  together  with  the  regimental  weekly  states,  to  this  office. 

To  the  Mbitter  at  War,  Cadis.  Cadis,  7th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this  day,  enclosing  the 
decree  of  the  Cortes,  dated  yesterday,  upon  certain  propositions  laid  be- 
fore the  government  by  me, 

9,.  (X  Fkoittda.  7th  Jan.  ISIS. 

X  General  officers  in  command  of  divitions  are  reminded  of  the  half  yearly  iDspectkn 
returns  and  confidential  reports  for  the  half  year  ending  25th  Dec  1812;  and  it  is 
fwiuBftsd  that  the  laiBe  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Adj.  Oen.*s  oAce  with  as  little  delay  as 
pu«ible. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a3«  SPAIN. 

In  mj  letter  of  the  27th  Dec.  I  proposed  that  the  2d,  dd,  and  4th  armies 
should  he  formed  into  one,  to  he  denominated  the  second  army ;  hut  I 
apprehend  that,  although  it  may  he  convenient  to  make  this  arrangement 
hereafter,  existing  circumstances  render  it  expedient  to  defer  it  for  the 
present.  I  would  therefore  propose  that  the  2d  and  3d  armies  should  he 
the  secoTid  army,  the  4th  the  third  army,  and  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  the 
fourth  army. 

I  conclude  that  the  government  will  appoint  the  General  Commanding 
in  Chief  the  1st  army  to  he  Captain  General  in  Catalonia ;  the  General 
Commanding  the  Army  of  Reserve  in  Andalusia  to  he  Captain  General 
of  Seville  and  Cordova;  and  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  the  4th 
army  to  he  Captain  General  in  Estremadura,  Old  Castille,  and  Galicia, 
according  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  Dec 
The  alteration  now  proposed  for  the  formation  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
armies,  will  render  necessary  a  corresponding  alteration  in  the  nomination 
of  the  Captains  General  of  the  provinces  of  Valencia,  Murcia,  New  Cas- 
tille,  Granada,  and  Jaen ;  and  I  would  heg  leave  to  recommend  that  the 
General  officer  commanding  the  2d  army  may  he  Captain  General  in  the 
provinces  of  Valencia,  Murcia,  and  New  Castille  ;  and  that  the  General 
officer  commanding  the  3d  army  may  he  Captain  General  in  Granada  and 
Jaen. 

I  have  nothing  further  with  which  to  trouble  the  government  relative 
to  this  decree,  excepting  to  entreat  them  to  have  an  estimate  formed  as 
•oon  as  possible  of  the  expenses  of  the  several  armies,  and  to  allot  from 
the  re\enues  of  the  several  provinces  the  means  of  defraying  them. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  government  is  disposed  to  take  the  lead  in  all 
the  measures  which  have  for  their  object  to  render  efficient  the  armies  in 
the  field  in  this  critical  moment  of  the  affairs  of  Spain  and  of  the  world ; 
and  I  earnestly  entreat  them  to  order  that  nine-tenths  of  all  that  may  he 
collected  in  the  provinces,  the  resources  of  which  are  allotted  for  the 
support  of  these  armies  respectively,  may  be  set  apart  for  the  support  of 
each  till  the  government  shall  have  had  more  leisure  and  opportunity  to 
ascertain  the  actual  expense  of  each,  and  the  means  which  each  province 
can  afford.  Under  this  arrangement  it  will  be  possible  to  commence  to 
act  immediately  under  the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  inst 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Marques  del  Palacio,  which 
shows  the  distress  to  which  the  garrison  of  Badajoz  is  reduced. 

To  Major  Gen.  Wkittiogham,  in  the  tenrice  of  SpaiiL*  Cadii,  8th  Jan.  1813. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  communicated  to  me  your  letters  of  the  25th,  29th, 
and  30th  ult  (Roche  31st) ;  and  as  he  has  been  so  kind  as  to  leave  to  me, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  decision  on  the  application  of  the  pecuniary  funds 
applied  by  Great  Britain  fur  the  support  of  the  cause  of  Spain,  I  am 
anxious  that  you  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  principles  on  which 
I  am  desirous  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  in  future.  The  corps  of 
troops  under  your  command  in  the  Peninsula  is  one  of  those  which  I  am 
desirous  should  be  paid  out  of  these  funds. 

*  A  timiUr  Utter,  with  loine  omianone  and  alteratione,  waa  alio  addrewed  to  Major  Gen. 
Boche. 
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I  believe  that  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish  service  provide  that  troops 
absent  in  hospitals,  which  are  the  onlj  troops  which  ought  to  be  absent 
from  their  duty  in  time  of  war,  should  not  receive  pay  :  and  whether  this 
is  the  regulation  or  not,  it  is  my  intention  that  no  pay  shall  be  given  from 
this  fund  to  any  officer  or  soldier  who  is  not  performing  his  duty  during 
the  period  for  which  the  pay  is  issued. 

The  clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements  for  your  corps  being  supplied 
by  Great  Britain,  it  is  unnecessary  to  incur  any  expense  from  this  fund  on 
these  heads ;  and  the  fund  can  afford  none  for  provision,  hospitals,  or 
means  of  transport,  which,  as  well  as  pay  to  absent  officers  and  soldiers, 
if  any  is  due,  must  be  supplied  by  the  Spanish  government  in  the  same 
manner  as  for  other  Spanish  troops.  The  pay,  therefore,  for  the  General 
and  other  officers,  and  soldiers  of  your  division,  present  and  doing  duty, 
is  what  alone  will  be  supplied  from  this  fund. 

You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley  on  the  20th  of 
every  month  an  estimate  of  the  sum  required  to  pay  the  officers  and 
troops  \mder  your  command  for  that  month,  on  the  principle  above 
pointed  out ;  and  when  the  pay  for  the  month  shall  be  received,  either 
by  the  produce  of  a  bill  or  otherwise,  you  will  distribute  it  in  the  due 
proportion  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it,  taking  their  receipts, 
which  will  be  your  discharge  for  the  sum  received.  You  will,  however, 
adopt  every  measure  in  your  power  to  ensure  the  due  issue  to  the  officers 
and  troops  of  the  sums  destined  for  each,  according  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Spanish  service. 

You  will  appoint  Capt.  Foley  to  be  the  paymaster  of  your  division,  and 
to  carry  on  the  detail  of  the  service  above  pointed  out  under  your  direc- 
tion and  responsibili^ ;  and  as  the  whole  of  the  payments  directed  to  be 

The  Biinister  at  War  to  the  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Cadiz,  8th  Jan.  1813. 

The  Regency  of  the  Kingdom,  in  conformity  with  all  that  your  Excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  state  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  the  regulation  proposed 
for  the  armies  in  operation,  with  regard  to  authorismf  the  Generals  in  Chief  of  the 
same,  as  Captains  General  of  the  provinces  in  the  district  in  which  they  may  be 
placed,  and  respectinff  the  application  of  funds  for  their  maintenance  and  sub- 
sistence, has  commanded  me  immediately  to  inform  your  Excellency,  for  your  in- 
formation, that,  until  the  proper  orders  tnay  be  issued : 

1st;  That  the  armies  in  operation  shall  be  composed  and  denominated  as  your 
Excellency  points  out,  in  vrhich  there  is  no  difference  from  what  has  been  arranged 
in  the  circular  of  the  4th  of  last  Dec,  excepting  in  the  uniting  the  army  be&re 
called  the  5th  to  that  which  is  the  4th,  and  in  the  command  of  Capt.  Gen.  Don 
F.  X.  Castafios. 

2dly ;  That  the  Generals  in  Chief  named  to  the  command  of  the  four  armies 
of  operation,  and  the  General  of  the  army  of  reserve  in  Andalusia,  should  like- 
wise unite  the  office  of  Captains  General  of  the  provinces  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated, in  the  very  manner  which  yoiur  Excellency  proposed. 

3dly ;  That  the  nine  tenths  of  all  the  revenue  of  the  provinces,  the  produce  of 
which  may  be  assigned  to  the  subsistence  and  maintenance  of  the  armies,  shall  be 
set  apart  and  devoted  to  the  interesting  object  of  their  destination,  until  the  state- 
ments of  the  expenses  of  the  different  armiea,  and  of  the  Htate  of  produce  of  the 
different  provinces,  being  taken  into  consideration,  measures  more  conformable 
may  be  taken  for  providing  for  the  same. 

llie  letter  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  enclose  to  me  from  the 
Marc^ues  del  Palacio,  pointing  out  the  great  want  of  provisions  in  the  fortress  of 
Badajoz,  has  been  transmitted  to  Gen.  Castunos,  that,  as  General  in  Chief  of  \ks 
4th  army,  he  may  take  proper  measures  to  remedy  this  difficulty. 
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made,  are  to  be  made  in  arrear,  you  will  take  care  that  he  keeps  no 
money  in  his  hands ;  but  ^t  die  payments  to  the  officers  and  troops  are 
made  as  soon  and  in  proportion  as  the  money  is  received. 

I  am  anxious  that  your  division  should  not  be  in  the  field  more  than 
6000  men ;  but  as  I  am  aware  that  in.  order  to  keep  up  that  number  it 
may  be  necessary  that  you  should  have  adepdt  at  Alicante,  I  diall  expect 
and  shall  make  provision,  therefore,  for  yoat  receiving  pay  for  7000  men, 
besides  those  in  hospitals,  for  whom  pay  will  not  be  drawn  £rom  this  fund 
as  above  stated. 

In  regard  to  other  points  in  your  letters,  it  is  scarcely  regular  for  me 
to  reply  to  them.  The  allied  force  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia  having 
once  been  landed  there,  and  the  King  having  arrived  on  the  frontier  of 
Valencia  in  the  month  of  August  with  the  army  of  the  Centre;  and  the 
high  road  from  Alicante  to  Madrid  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  troops  under  Suchet  and  the  King  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  Soult  on  the  other,  the  allied  force  in  Valencia  has  not  been  mis- 
applied, or  mismanaged,  nor  are  any  of  the  events  of  the  campaign  which 
occurred  latterly  to  be  attributed  to  their  conduct 

If  I  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  &is  fbree 
ought  not  to  be  brought  into  a  forward  or  exposed  situation,  is  order 
only  to  enable  a  part  of  it  to  recmve  forage  and  provisions  with  more 
convenience  and  in  greater  plenty.  If  we  make  war  with  infericnr  num- 
bers and  less  efficient  troops  than  our  enemies,  we  must  make  up  our 
minds  to  limit  our  operations  and  our  advantages ;  and  we  must  not  incus 
great  risks  for  small  objects. 

If,  therefore,  the  country  on  the  north-west  of  Alicante,  within  the 
command  of  the  force  there,  cannot  afford  provisions  and  forage  for  the 
troops,  they  should  be  extended  to  the  south-west ;  or  some  of  them,  the 
infantry  particularly,  sent  to  some  other  part  of  the  coast  where  they 
could  be  subsisted  with  &cility,  till  their  services  should  be  required. 

Au  Lieut  G6n.  Ck)Dde  de  la  Bisbal.  Cadis,  ce  8  Jan.  1813. 

J'ai  arrang($  mes  affaires  de  quelque  mani^re  avec  la  R«$gence  et  les 
Cortes,  et  je  vous  envoie  copie  de  la  lettre  que  j'ai  re^ue  hier  de  la  pre- 
miere. Je  leur  ai  n^pondu  en  les  piiant  de  donner  pour  les  armc^s  neuf- 
dixiemes  des  produits  des  contributions  du  pays ;  et  quand  j'aurai  la  r«^- 
ponse,  que  j'attends  aujourd'hui,  je  partirai,  et  j'aurai  le  plaisir  de  vous 
voir  k  Puerto  de  S**  Maria.  J'y  serai  peut-^tre  demain,  mais  s(irement 
le  jour  apres. 

Je  crois  que  Parrangement  fera  assez  bien ;  et,  en  attendant  qu'il  pro- 
duise  quelque  chose,  j'ai  arranged  avec  mon  fr^re  de  faire  une  avance  k 
chaque  armt^  sur  les  subsides. 

To  the  Mioifter  of  Grace  and  Justice,  Cadiz.  Cadiz,  9th  Jan.  1813. 

Having  already  conversed  with  your  Excellency  on  the  merits  and  ser- 
vices of  Don  Alexo  Guillen,  late  of  Salamanca,  in  the  course  of  the 
operations  of  the  war  in  that  part  of  the  Peninsula,  I  beg  leave  to  recall 
to  your  Excellency's  recollection  the  subject  of  these  conversations,  and 
earnestly  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency ;  and  I  request  that  you 
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will  propose  to  the  government  the  mode  in  which  he  can  be  employed 
with  advantage  to  the  public  and  to  his  own  interests. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadix.  Xeres,  10th  Jan.  1813. 

I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  Regency  that  since  I  had  the  honor  of 
conferring  with  them  yesterday  I  have  conversed  with  the  Conde  de  la 
Bisbal,  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  army  of  reserve  from  Puerto  de 
S**  Maria  and  Xerez  to  Seville,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Cordova ;  and  I 
have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  that 
General,  containing  his  reasons  for  submitting  this  proposal  to  me,  in 
which  I  concur  entirely. 

It  appears  to  me,  likewise,  that  the  troops  stated  by  the  Gen.  Conde  de 
la  Bisbal  as  being  in  the  Isla  de  Leon,  and  remaining  there  after  the 
reserve  under  his  command  shall  have  marched,  will  with  the  British 
troops  on  the  Isla  and  in  Cadiz  answer  all  the  military  purposes  which 
can  be  in  view  in  keeping  a  garrison  on  the  Isla;  but  as  there  may  pro- 
bably be  other  reasons  why  a  part  of  the  infantry  of  the  army  of  reserve 
should  be  kept  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  to  the  consideration  of  the  government, 
and  to  recommend  its  adoption  in  the  whole,  if  the  government  should  not 
think  it  inconsistent  with  the  publie  interests ;  and  at  all  events  that  it 
should  be  adopted  as  far  as  the  government  may  approve  of  it. 

As  I  am  upon  my  journey,  and  some  days  may  elapse  before  I  can 
receive  the  pleasure  of  government  upon  this  proposition,  I  beg  your 
Excellency  will  communicate  it  direct  to  Gen.  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  and 
will  forward  me  a  copy  of  it. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Xeres,  10th  Jan.  1813. 

Before  I  left  Cadiz  I  omitted  to  communicate  personally  with  your 
Excellency  regarding  those  parts  of  the  dispatches  and  reports  to  your 
Excellency  which  should  be  published,  and  those  which  should  be  kept 
for  the  information  of  the  Regency  alone. 

It  is  obvious  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  parts  of  every  dispatch 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  public  for  some  time,  and  therefore  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  marking  in  the  margin  of  every  dispatch,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  public,  those  parts  of  it,  and  of  its  enclosures,  which  it 
shall  appear  to  me  ought  not  to  be  made  public,  as  I  have  on  this  day 
the  dispatch  regarding  Col.  Longa's  affair  of  the  30th  Nov.,  and  its 
enclosure. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Xeres,  10th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  received  from  Gen.  Mendizabal  of 
an  affair,  apparently  well  conducted,  and  of  considerable  importance,  by 
Col.  Longa,  which  I  request  you  to  lay  before  the  government 

I  will  hereafter,  when  I  shall  have  ascertained  the  nature  and  conse- 
quences of  this  affair,  address  the  government  upon  the  recommendation 
of  Gen.  Mendizabal  that  Col.  Longa  should  be  promoted  to  be  a  Brig. 
GeneraL 
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To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadii.  Xerei,  10th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Conde  de  la  Bishal,  in  which  he  recommends  that  Don  Franeisco  Lahorda 
may  be  the  Intendant  General  of  the  armj  of  reserve  under  his  command, 
and  that  Don  Ramon  Aldasoro,  now  performing  that  duty,  may  be  em- 
ployed at  Seville  in  the  situation  now  filled  by  Don  F.  Lahorda.  I  beg 
you  will  lay  this  recommendation  before  the  Regency. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Xerei,  lOth  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  to  apologise  for  having  written  you  several  dispatches  this  day 
in  the  English  language,  and  on  paper  of  a  small  size,  but  none  of  the 
Staff  are  with  me  at  present,  and  I  have  with  me  no  paper  of  a  large  size ; 
and  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  the  government  will  excuse  me. 

I  request  your  Excellency  will  send  any  orders  you  may  have  to  direct 
to  me  under  cover  to  Don  F.  Bdrcenas,  Director  of  the  Posts  at  Badajoz, 
till  I  shall  arrive  at  head  quarters,  as  he  has  communication  with  the 
English  and  Portuguese  posts,  and  will  forward  them  to  me. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Badajos,  13th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst,  in  regard  to  the  dtities  to 
be  paid  to  the  com  factory  at  Lisbon,  on  the  purchase  of  com  imported 
to  the  Tagus  by  the  British  Commissariat.  In  the  year  1811, 1  made  an 
arrangement  that  the  duties  on  importation  into  Portugal  should  not  be 
remitted  on  any  articles  for  the  British  army,  unless  I  should  apply  for 
such  remission ;  and  whatever  new  rule  the  Portuguese  govemment  may 
adopt  on  this  subject,  I  request  that  you  will  not  attend  to  any  applications 
for  remissions  of  duties,  by  any  authority  in  the  British  army,  which  are 
not  made  by  me. 

I  shall  continue  to  apply  for  the  remission  of  duties  to  the  com  factory, 
on  the  purchases  by  the  British  Commissariat,  of  com  imported  for  sale 
to  the  Tagus,  because  I  conceive  that  these  purchases  don't  interfere  in 
any  manner  with  the  corn  factory;  and  because  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
supposing  the  factory  to  be  entitled  to  them,  would  produce  more  incon- 
venience and  embarrassment  to  the  military  chest,  and  of  course  to  the 
Portuguese  govemment,  from  the  dependence  of  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  the  state  of  the  military  chest,  than  the  factory  would  derive  advantage 
from  the  duties. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  continue  to  request  you  to  apply  for 
a  remission  of  these  duties ;  and  if  you  should  find  the  Portuguese  govern* 
ment  determined  to  refuse  to  attend  to  my  application,  I  request  you  to 
refer  the  subject  to  His  Majesty's  govemment.  I  likewise  request  you 
to  refer  it  to  Lord  Strangford,  in  order  that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
may  know  in  what  manner  his  Royal  Highness'  orders  are  attended  to, 
that  the  local  govemment  in  Portugal  should  attend  to  my  suggestions. 

I  am  likewise  of  opinion  that,  as  the  Portuguese  govemment  are  so 
little  considerate  in  respect  to  the  convenience  and  interests  of  the  British 
govemment  and  of  the  army,  with  which  the  interests  of  Portugal  are  so 
intimately  connected,  it  is  proper  that  they  should  be  made  to  feel  that 
they  are  indebted  to  the  British  government  and  its  servants,  not  only  for 
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militmy  assiBtanoe,  and  the  military  situation  of  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  but  for  the  daily  subsistence  of  the  people  committed  to 
their  charge.  With  this  view  I  shall  propose  to  you  a  mode  of  disposing 
of  the  grain  ^idiich  will  hereafter  be  imported  into  Portugal  in  consequence 
of  your  arrangements,  which  will  put  an  end  to  these  discussions. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Badajox,  I4th  Jan.  1813. 

I  arrived  here  last  night  from  Cadiz,  having  settled  tolerably  to  my 
satisfaction  all  the  objects  for  which  I  went  there. 

Finding  every  thing  quiet  in  front,  I  set  out  this  morning  for  Lisbon, 
in  order  to  invest  Sir  C.  Stuart  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  which  cere- 
mony I  shall  perform  on  the  17th;  and  I  propose  to  set  out  for  head 
quarters  on  the  18th.  I  shall  be  at  Abrantes  on  the  19th,  Niza  the  20th, 
Castello  Branco  the  21st. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  this  letter,  give  directions  that  the  dragoons 
placed  on  the  road  between  this  and  Zarza  la  Mayor  may  be  taken  off; 
and  I  request  you  to  send  all  communications  you  may  have  to  make  to 
me  by  the  post  road  to  Lisbon.  Let  De  Lancey  be  ready  to  set  out  for 
head  quarters  when  1  shall  write  that  I  have  set  out  from  Lisbon ;  as, 
although  I  intend  to  set  out  on  the  1 8th,  it  is  not  impossible  that  I  may 
be  detained  beyond  that  day. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Staart,  K.B.  Bstremoz,  I4lh  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  just  arrived  here,  and  propose  to  proceed  on  my  journey  to- 
morrow morning;  and  1  shall  be  at  Lisbon  on  the  16th. 

As  far  as  I  can  understand  Senhor  Sodr^,  it  appears  to  be  expected  by 
the  government  that  I  shall  stay  at  Lisbon  longer  than  I  have  any  inten- 
tion of  staying,  or  indeed  can  stay.  My  wish  is  to  wait  upon  the  Regency, 
and  to  invest  you  with  the  Order  on  the  Hth,  and  to  set  out  on  my  return 
to  the  army  on  the  18th.  I  should  wisb  to  invest  you,  as  usual,  before 
dinner ;  that  there  should  be  many  of  the  principal  people  present,  who 
should  be  invited  to  dinner,  and  tliat  there  should  be  a  ball  and  supper  in 
the  evening,  to  which  all  the  society  should  be  invited.  I  hope  that,  for 
all  this,  you  will  have  given  the  preparatory  orders. 

You  will  dispose  of  the  rest  of  my  time  as  you  may  think  proper ;  but 
as  I  think  there  are  symptoms  of  the  enemy's  moving,  I  can't  stay  at 
Lisbon  one  day  after  I  have  invested  you  with  the  Order. 

71m  J,G,  to  3fqfor  CimHier0,  Cdorioa,  14th  Jan.  1813. 

Dr.  M'Grigor,  Inspector  Gen.  of  hospitals,  having  completed  his  inspection  of  the 
hospitals  in  ond  near  Celorico,  at  Mangualde  and  Viseu,  has  addressed  a  letter 
to  ine,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  in  which  appears  the 
following  observation :  *  At  Celorico  the  relapses  are  verv  numerous,  nrom  the 
dep6t  to  the  hospital ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  would  be  greatly  diminished 
if,  as  at  some  other  stations,  the  Commandant  was  enabled  to  provide  a  warm 
bueak&st,  as  well  as  vegetables  and  salt  for  dinner,  to  every  man  in  the  depdt.' 
"When  I  had  the  honor  of  conversing  with  you  at  Celorico  regarding  the  details 
of  the  hospital  station,  I  understood  that  what  Dr.  M'Grigor  here  points  out  had 
already  been  adopted ;  and  I  am  so  persuaded  that  an  arrangement  so  evidently 
beneficial  and  conducive  to  the  entire  re-establishment  of  the  convalescents  could 
not  have  escaped  you,  that  1  send  you  the  foregoing  extract,  merely  with  a  view 
of  affording  you  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  me  an  explanation  which  shall 
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serve  as  an  answer  to  Dr.  M'Grigor's  observation,  and  which  I  should  be  gUd 
to  lay  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  at  the  same  time  that  I  shall  submit 
Dr.  M'Grigor's  letter  to  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency. 

Tht  A,Q,  to  Capi.  PeebiM,  Fmu,  Uth  Jan.  18ia 

Dr.  M*Grieor,  Inspector  Gen.  of  hospitals,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  me  for  the 
information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces^  has  represented  the  necessity  of 
providing  the  convalescents  with  a  warm  breakfast,  ana  a  small  portion  of  vege- 
tables and  salt  for  tlieir  dinner,  which  it  would  appear,  from  Dr.  M'Grigor'B 
statement,  has  not  been  done  at  Viseu  for  want  of  the  necessary  funds.  I  am 
now  to  request  that  you  will  make  arrangements,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  pro- 
vidmg  the  convalescents  at  the  depdt  at  Viseu  with  a  warm  breakfast,  and  vege* 
tables  and  salt  for  their  dinner,  as  Dr.  M*Grigor  proposes ;  and  should  there  be 
a  deficiency  of  money  in  hand  for  the  exigencies  of  the  service  of  the  depdt, 
which  1  do  not  apnrehend  to  be  the  case,  as  1  have  not  received  any  representa- 
tion firom  you  on  tne  subject,  I  am  to  desire  that  y^u  will  report  the  same  to  me, 
in  order  that  a  requisition  may  be  made  on  the  Paymaster  Gen.  for  a  supply  of 
money  for  the  service  of  the  depdt. 

fk»  A,  O,  to  Commandants  of  UotpUai  ttaiiont,  1 5th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  printed  copies  of  the  G.  O., 
which  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time  by  his  Excellency  uie  Commander  of 
the  Forces,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  detachments  on  the  march,  and  the  duties 
required  of  ofdcers  in  command  of  such  detachments.  When  these  copies  will 
have  been  nearly  expended,  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  due  notice  thereof  to  the 
Adj.  Gen.'s  office,  in  order  that  a  timely  supply  of  fresh  copies  may  be  forwarded 
to  you.  I  avail  m3rself  of  this  opportunity  to  request,  that  when  any  detachment 
shall  be  about  to  march  from  the  station  under  your  command,  you  will  direct 
the  officer  who  shall  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  it,  to  peruse  these  orders 
with  the  greatest  attention ;  and  should  any  doubt  arise  in  his  mind  as  to  the 
import  of  any  particular  order,  you  will  explain  the  same  to  him,  so  that  when 
he  shall  set  out  upon  his  march,  he  will  be  fully  acquainted  with  every  particular 
duty  which  will  be  required  of  him  whilst  the  detachment  shall  be  under  his 
charge. 

To  Earl  Bathurtt.  LidxHi,  18th  Jan.  1813.* 

I  left  Cadiz  on  the  10th  inst.,  having  arranged  every  thing  tolerably 
well  and  nearly  as  I  wished,  and  I  arrived  here  on  the  16th.  Having 
been  travelling  constantly  from  the  10th  to  the  16th,  and  feasting  ever 
since,  I  can't  transmit  by  this  mail  an  account  of  affiiirs  at  Cadiz.  I  set 
out  for  head  quarters,  however,  to-morrow  morning ;  and  as  soon  as  I 
shall  arrive  there  I  will  let  you  know  what  I  have  done,  and  the  state  of 
affairs  there  in  general.  In  the  mean  time,  I  know  it  to  be  my  brother's 
intention  to  send  all  the  documents  home  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

There  is  nothing  new.  The  French  appear  to  be  preparing  for  a 
movement,  but  nothing  has  positively  moved  yet  Our  army  is  gaining 
strength. 

To  Vice  Adm.  6.  Martin.  Lisbon,  I9th  Jan.  1813. 

As  it  is  considered  necessary  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Leith  should  return  to 
England  for  the  recovery  of  a  wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca, 

*  Lord  Wellington  was  greeted  with  acclamations  on  bis  arrival  at  Lisbon.  The  in- 
▼estitare  of  Sir  C.  Stuart  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath  took  place  at  the  Ro^io,  where  a  feast 
was  prepared  by  die  Regency,  after  which  Lord  Wellington  went  tii  the  theatre  of  Sa& 
Carlos,  where  his  reception  was  enthusiastic.     (See  Appendix,  No.  VII.) 
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I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  jou  if  you  will,  on  an  opportunity  offering, 
provide  him  with  a  passage  in  a  man  of  war. 

To  Earl  Bathont  lisbon,  19th  Jan.  1813. 

I  omitted  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  to  inform  you  that,  upon  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Russia,  as  acknowledged  by  the 
French  themselves,  in  the  29th  bulletin,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  send 
Qen.  Count  Nugent  *  to  Vienna  to  inform  the  Emperor  of  the  exact  state 
of  affairs  in  Spain,  and  of  my  expectation  that  I  should  at  least  be  able  to 
give  employment  to  between  150,000  and  200,000  French  troops  in  the 
next  campaign. 

The  packet  is  coming  in,  and  I  wait  till  it  arrives. 

Th»  A.G.  to  Capi.  Craig,  Dui,A,0,,  JUtbom,  19th  Jan.  1813. 

Lieut.  Col.  Soovell  has  handed  to  me  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst,  in  which  he 
is  informed  that  Miyor  Gen.  Feacocke  received  directions  some  time  ago  fh>m  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  to  discontinue  the  enlistment  of  deserters  into  any 
corps.  I  reaueet  you  will  inform  Major  Gen.  Feacocke,  that  upon  mquiry  here 
I  have  been  mfbrmed  that  these  directions  were  not  intended  by  his  Excellency 
to  extend  to  the  Corps  of  Guides,  and  that  accordingly  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  the  enlistment  of  deserters  into  that  corps. 

To  CoL  Torreoi,  Military  Secretary.  «  Niia,  22d  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  Dec.,  and  I  take  the  earliest 

opportunity  of  replying  to  it.     In  regard  to ,  I  only  hope  that 

nothing  will  be  done  to  him  to  injure  his  feelings. 

I  don't  exactly  comprehend  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to 

the  removal  of , ,  y  and from  this 

country.  I  don't  understand  what  responsibility  attaches  to  the  removal 
of  officers  from  situations  which  they  are  supposed  incapable  of  filling, 
particularly  from  situations  of  comparatively  subordinate  rank.  Odium 
may  attach  to  the  person  who  removes  them  without  otherwise  providing 
for  them ;  but  I  don't  believe  that  either  His  Royal  Highness  or  I  could 
ever  be  called  upon,  as  public  men,  to  account  for  the  removal  of  any 
of  them. 

I  feel  strongly,  and  others  under  my  command  feel  still  more  strongly, 
the  inconvenience  of  being  obliged  to  employ  some  at  least  of  the  officers 
above  mentioned ;  but,  in  every  letter  which  I  have  ever  written  upon  a 
^abject  of  this  description,  I  have  protested  against  any  thing  harsh  being 
done  to  the  officer  who  I  wished  should  be  removed.  I  have  not  by  me 
at  present  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  these  officers, 
and  I  can't  be  certain  that  it  did  not  contain  the  same  request,  and  I  keep 
Hia  Royal  Highness'  orders  by  me  till  I  shall  see  whether  it  does  or  not 
If  it  does  not,  I  beg  to  refer  the  order  for  his  further  consideration,  and 
to  request  that  none  of  these  officers  should  be  removed  unless  His  Royal 
Hif^neaa  has  it  in  his  power  to  employ  them  on  the  home  Staff  or 
elsewhere. 

I  don't  mean  to  alter  my  report  of  them  in  any  degree  when  I  state 
that  I  believe  them  all  to  be  zealous  in  the  service ;  but  in  my  opinion, 

*  Coofit  Nugeiit,  in  the  service  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
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and  in  the  opinion  of  those  under  me,  and  who  are  more  immediately  in 
communication  with  them,  they  are  not  fit  for  their  situations ;  at  the 
same  time  I  wish  they  should  not  be  removed  unless  they  can  be  otherwise 
provided  for.  I  beg  that  it  may  be  understood  that  I  am  ready  to  bear 
all  the  responsibility  or  odium  which  can  attach  to  the  person  who  causes 
their  removal. 

I  am  entirely  responsible  for  the  appointment  of  one  ( )  to 

command  a  division  of  cavalry.  In  regard  to  the  others,  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it    They  were  sent  to  this  country  from  England. 

In  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  respecting  *  the  difficulty  of 
setting  aside  these  General  officers  from  serving  with  the  army  in  the 
field,  who  have  creditably  risen  to  high  rank,'  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
it  with  the  former  part,  in  which  you  talk  of  the  responsibility,  or  rather 
odium,  attaching  to  the  removal  of  officers  found  or  supposed  to  be  inca- 
pable of  performing  service  in  the  field.  I  request  that  General  officers 
should  not  be  sent  out ;  and  when  those  are  sent  out  whom  I  conceive 
not  to  be  fit  for  their  situations,  I  request  that  they  may  be  removed. 
I  am  then  to  bear  the  responsibility  or  odium  of  their  removal. 

What  a  situation  then  is  mine !  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  incapable 
men  from  being  sent  to  the  army ;  and  when  I  complain  that  they  are 
sent,  I  am  to  be  responsible.  Surely  the  responsibility  or  odium  for  the 
removal  of  such  persons  ought  to  attach  to  *  the  difficulty  of  setting  them 
aside,'  and  not  to  the  person  to  whom  it  belongs  officially  to  represent 
that  they  are  not  capable  of  filling  their  situations. 

I  am  on  my  return  to  head  quarters,  where  I  shall  arrive  on  the  25th. 

Freneda,  26th  Jan.  1813. 
P.S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  perused  the  copy  of  my  letters  to 
you  of  the  2d  and  6th  Dec,  and  I  observe  that  I  did  not  recommend  that 
ihe  General  officers  mentioned  should  be  otherwise  provided  for  if  re- 
moved. I  therefore  propose  to  suspend  till  further  orders  the  execution 
of  His  Royal  Highness'  orders  in  regard  to  all  these  General  officers, 
excepting  — . 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  36th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  to  mention  to  you  that  I  found  the  road  from  Castello  Branco  to 
Alpedrinha,  close  to  the  latter  town,  to  be  absolutely  impracticable  for 
wheel  carriages ;  and  I  was  informed  its  state  was  owing  to  the  neglect 
of  the  magistrates  in  repairing  it.  You  are  aware  that  this  road  is  one 
of  the  great  communications  used  by  the  troops  along  the  frontier ;  and 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  Camara  of  Alpedrinha  may  be  called 
before  the  Special  Commission  to  answer  for  this  neglect 

Generally  speaking,  the  roads  throughout  Portugal  are  in  a  very  bad 
state,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  towns  and  villages.  Their 
state  is  to  be  attributed  very  much  to  the  practice  of  throwing  the  stones 
from  the  walls  on  each  side  of  the  road  into  it,  from  whence  they  are 
never  removed.  Many  roads  are  almost  entirely  blocked  up,  and  are 
much  injured  by  this  practice ;  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  attention 
of  the  magistrates  should  be  called  to  the  subject,  and  that  they  should  be 
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directed  to  repair  the  roads,  and  at  leaat  one  league's  distance  from  the 
several  towns  and  villages. 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  BeNifbrd,  K.B.  Firaoada,  26th  Jan.  1819. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  containing  a  report 
from  Capt  Meacham,  the  Commandant  of  British  Hospitals  at  Ahrantes, 
on  the  murder  of  a  serjeant  and  a  soldier  of  the  9th  l^ht  dragoons  hj  a 
banditti  which  infest  the  road  from  Abrantes  to  Alter  do  ChSo. 

I  request  jou  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Governor  of  Alentejo  to  this 
circumstance,  and  to  order  him  to  take  measures  to  get  the  better  of  the 
banditti  in  question  by  means  of  the  Ordenanza  and  militia  of  the  province 
now  at  their  homes. 

To  BfanhalSir  W.  G.  Berafind,  JLB.  n«Deda,  Mth  Jan.  1818. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  evening.  Before  I  quitted  Lisbon  I  omitted 
to  ask  you  to  give  a  commission  in  either  the  3d  or  13th  regts.  to  Joa6 
D,  Pinto,  who  has  been  recommended  to  me.  His  brother,  Manoel  J. 
Pinto,  is  already  alftres  in  the  10th  regt. ;  and  I  have  been  applied  to  to 
recommend  him  for  a  lieutenancy  in  one  of  the  same  regiments,  which  I 
should  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  can  arrange. 

As  Fane  is  coming  out,  it  will  perhaps  be  desirable  that  Sousa,  who 
formerly  attended  him,  and  whom  I  saw  at  Abrantes,  should  be  ordered  to 
Lisbon. 

When  I  was  at  Abrantes,  Lobo  requested  me  to  draw  your  attention  to 

the  miserable  state  of  Capt  — ,  of  the  5th  regt  of  cavalry,  under 

sentence  of  a  General  Court  Martial  for  misbehavior  in  an  action  under 
the  command  of  Madden.  It  appears  that  he  is  the  only  one  of  the  party 
whom  you  have  not  pardoned ;  he,  probably,  least  deserved  pardon. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalboutie.  Fkeneda,  36tii  Jan.  1818. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  your 

Lordship  is  President,  on  the  trial  of  privates , ^  and ;  and 

I  beg  that  your  Lordship  will  forward  the  recommendation  of  the  prisoners 
for  mercy  separate  from  the  judicial  sentence  of  the  Court 

To  Mijor  Gen.  Cooke.  YiwDeda,  36th  Jan.  1818. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  give  directions  that  the  Regiment  de 
Watteville  may  be  assembled  at  Cadiz  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient 

This  regiment  will  shortly  be  embarked  from  thence  for  another  service, 
respecting  which  you  will  hereafler  receive  further  orders. 

The  2d  batt.  67th  regt  are  to  remain  at  Carthagena. 

To  the  Ber.  Dr.  Cortifl,  Rector  of  the  Iruh  CoUege  at  Salamanca. 

Freoeda,  26th  Jan.  1818. 
I  received  only  yesterday,  on  my  return  to  this  place,  your  letter  of  the 
9th  Jan.  I  should  wish  to  converse  with  you  on  some  of  the  points  to 
which  it  relates ;  and,  if  you  will  do  me  the  favor  of  coming  over  here 
some  day.  Gen.  O'Lawlor  tells  me  he  will  lodge  you;  and  I  shall  be  happy 
to  see  you  at  dinner,  and  we  can  converse  on  the  subject  of  your  letter. 
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To  Hit  Excellaney  Sir  C  Stiuit,  K.B.  Frenoda»  26th  Jan.  1818. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  in  regard  to  an  nffnj 
which  lately  occurred  at  Punhete  between  some  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  a  party  of  British  soldiers,  in  which  one  of  the  inhabitants  lost  his 

life,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  Lieut into  arrest ; 

and  I  beg  to  know  what  the  Portuguese  government  wish  should  be  done 
with  him. 

I  likewise  enclose  papers  received  from  Col.  Ross  of  the  20th  regt,  in 
consequence  of  a  complaint  forwarded  by  you  of  the  conduct  of  a  de- 
tachment of  the  20th  regt  at  Villa  Franca.     I  have  ordered  that  Lieut 

-,  of  the  20th  regt.,  may  be  put  in  arrest,  and  I  beg  to  know  what  the 

Portuguese  government  are  desirous  should  be  done  with  him. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  on  an  affray 
in  the  town  of  Zibreira,  between  the  inhabitants  and  a  detachment  of  the 
28th  regt,  in  consequence  of  which  a  child  lost  its  life ;  and  I  beg  to 
know  what  the  Portuguese  government  are  desirous  should  be  done  wiUi 
Lieut ,  corporal ^  and  private ,  who  are  all  in  confinement 

To  tlie  Minister  at  War,  Cadix.  Freneda,  26th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  ,  in  which  you 
have  informed  me  that  the  government  propose  to  take  into  consideration, 
and  will  act  as  may  be  expedient  in  regard  to,  the  proposition  I  made  on 
the  part  of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  that  Don  F.  Laborda  should  be  made 
Intendant  General  of  the  Army  of  Reserve,  and  Don  Ramon  Aldasoro 
should  fill  his  place. 

As  the  office  of  Intendant  General  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
an  army,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  the  government  that  they  should  attend 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  on  this  subject 

To  the  Miniftn  at  War,  Cadii.  Freneda,  26tfa  Jan.  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  make  application  to 
the  government  to  have  admitted  into  the  school  of  the  artillery  Don  Juan 
M.  de  Teran,  who  is  a  young  gentleman  connected  with  a  very  respect- 
able family  at  Badajoz,  for  whom  I  entertain  a  great  regard. 

To  the  Adj.  Chu.  of  the  Forcee.  Freneda,  26th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  10th  Dec.,  in  re- 
gard to  the  length  of  the  period  which  had  elapsed  during  which  Capt 
Kelly,  of  the  11th  regt.,  was  in  arrest 

Capt  Kelly  was  Military  Commandant  at  the  Hospital  Station  at 
Abrantes,  and  was  put  in  arrest  in  the  month  of  August,  1811,  on  the 
complaint  of  Major  Gen.  H.  Campbell,  and  of  Lieut  Col.  Lord  Blantyrc, 
for  having  ordered  the  Assist  Provost  at  Abrantes  to  inflict  a  corporal 
punishment  on  a  soldier  of  the  Guards,  and  on  one  of  the  42d  regt,  for 
selling  their  necessaries. 

It  was  not  possible  to  collect  the  witnesses  against  and  on  behalf  of 
Capt.  Kelly  from  that  time  forward,  and  at  last  I  released  him  from  his 
•rrest  on  the  1st  Nov.  by  the  enclosed  letter,  m  consequence  of  the  return 
to  England  of  Major  Gen.  H.  Campbell;  Lieut  Col.  Lord  Blantyre 
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hftTing  gone  befoM.  I,  at  ^le  same  time,  offered  to  bring  Capt  Kelly  to 
trial  before  a  Court  Martial  if  he  wished  it. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  an  order  which  I  had  issued  on  the  Ist  Nov., 
1811,  defining  the  duty  and  authority  of  the  Provost  of  the  army,  and 
that  of  officers  over  the  Provost  and  his  Assistants. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  together  the 
witnesses  on  any  trial  before  a  General  Court  Martial,  the  instance  of 
Capt  Kelly  is  not  the  only  one  of  an  officer  having  been  in  arrest  during 
a  great  length  of  time. 

To  the  Adj.  G«o.  of  tbe  Forces.  Fraieda,  a6th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  complaint  of  Mr. ^  a  tradesman  at 

Lisbon,  against  quarter  master  ,  of  the  —  regt,  lately  gone  to 

England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health ;  and  I  request  you  to  lay  my  re- 
quest before  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  Mr. may  be 

sent  back  to  this  country  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  recovered  his  health. 

I  beg  that  you  will  return  the  enclosed  papers. 

To .,  Efq.  Freneda,  26th  Jad.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  30th  Dec.  1812,  in  which  you 
advert  to  a  promise  stated  to  have  been  made  by  me,  that  I  would  forward 
to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  then  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance,  an  appli- 
cation that  an  annuity  to  the  widow  of  Hhe  late  Gen. should  be  con- 
tinued to  his  two  granddaughters. 

If  I  made  such  a  promise,  I  think  it  probable  I  performed  it;  that  is 
to  say,  that  I  forwarded  the  application.  But  if  I  did  not  take  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  upon  the  subject,  and  did  not  forward  the  appli- 
cation, it  is  probable  I  never  made  such  a  promise ;  and  most  certainly  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  made  it 

To  Earl  Batfnint  Freneda,  26th  Jan.  1813. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  evening.  I  received  at  Lisbon  your  letter  of 
the  16th  Dec.  I  acknowledge  that  I  do  not  conceive  there  is  any  proba- 
bility of  an  insurrection  in  France  or  Holland,  whico  would  render  de- 
sirable the  presence  of  the  young  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  latter  country ; 
and  I  consider  it  so  advantageous  to  him  to  remain  with  the  army  for 
some  time  longer,  that  I  should  do  him  a  great  injury  if  I  were  to  send 
him  home.  Unless  I  should  hear  of  an  insurrection  in  France  or  Hol- 
land, or  should  receive  an  order  to  send  him,  I  shall  say  nothing  on  the 
subject  of  his  return  to  England  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

I  see  that  Lord  Temple  has  given  notice  of  a  motion  in  the  House  of 
Commons  after  the  holidays,  respecting  the  affiurs  of  the  Peninsula, 
which  is  intended,  I  conclude,  to  collect  all  the  independent  partiies  in 
one  attack  upon  the  government.  If  I  were  in  England,  I  should  cer- 
tainly do  the  government  the  justice  they  deserve;  and  I  hope,  that  let 
who  will  be  the  assailants,  the  government  will  feel  no  scruple  in  making 
every  use  of  my  letters  to  you  and  Lord  Liverpool  in  their  own  defence ; 
particularly  parts  of  a  private  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool  of  the  23d  Nov. . 
and  a  dispatch  to  yourself  on  the  Sicilian  expedition  of  the  3d  Aug.  last. 
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To  Barl  Ba&unt.  fe'ronecU,  26th  Jan.  IB13. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  regarding  the  correspondence 
with  Sir  W.  Beresford,  on  his  rank  in  this  army.  I  don't  think  that  the 
question  is  understood  in  England ;  and  the  objects,  as  well  of  Sir  W. 
Beresford  as  of  myself,  are  misunderstood.  In  the  year  1809  I  had  a 
correspondence  on  the  relative  rank  of  British  and  Portuguese  officers 
with  the  late  Commander  in  Chief,  who  decided  on  the  lOdi  July  on 
queries  put  to  him  by  me  on  the  7th  June,  that  British  and  Portuguese 
officers  were  to  rank  with  each  other  according  to  the  dates  of  their  seve- 
ral commissions ;  and  that  British  officers  holding  superior  Portuguese 
commissions,  were  to  rank  in  the  allied  army  according  to  the  dates  of 
those  commissions,  their  British  commissions  being  dormant,  although 
their  rank  in  the  British  service  should  be  progressive.  I  refer  you  to 
this  correspondence,  which,  although  it  does  not  refer  to  the  commission 
of  the  Marshal,  is,  in  my  opinion,  decisive  on  the  question  of  his  rank, 
and  directly  contrary  to  the  practice  stated  by  His  Bxxyal  Highness  to  pre- 
vail in  the  Austrian  service. 

With  this  decision  the  question  comes  to  be  decided,  who  is  to  command 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  in  the  Peninsula,  in  case  I,  the 
Marshal  General,  should  be  deprived  of  it  by  any  of  the  accidents  of  the 
service:  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  or  a  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
British  army,  sent  out  by  the  British  government  specially  to  take  the 
command  in  case  of  the  occurrence  of  this  event  ?  The  statement  of  the 
question  is  sufficient  to  decide  it.  The  Marshal  bears  the  higher  commis- 
sion, and  according  to  the  deliberate  decision  of  the  late  Commander  in 
Chief,  he  must  take  the  command ;  unless  the  British  government  should 
come  to  some  understanding  with  the  Portuguese  government,  that  the 
officer  whom  they  will  send  out  shall  take  the  command  of  the  allied 
army,  in  case  I  should  be  deprived  of  it.  If  such  an  agreement  should 
be  made,  it  will,  of  course,  preclude  the  operation,  in  regard  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  of  the  principle  broadly  laid  dovm  by  the  late  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  and  invariably  acted  upon  in  respect  to  all  the  other  , 
ranks  of  the  army.    ^ 

What  Marshal  Beresford  and  I  ask  for,  is  a  settlement  of  the  question ; 
hot  in  his  favor,  if  government  should  deem  it  expedient  that  it  should 
be  otherwise ;  but  that  he  should  not  be  in  the  awkward  predicament  of 
being  obliged  to  claim  the  command  of  the  army  against  the  wishes  of 
his  own  government,  or  of  quitting  the  army  at  a  critical  moment,  in 
case  of  the  occurrence  of  the  event  for  which  it  is  intended  to  provide. 
I  cannot  state  positively,  but  I  don't  think  he  has  any  intention  to 
retire,  if  the  question  should  be  decided  against  his  rank ;  I  know  that  I 
would  not  retire,  and  I  shall  exert  all  the  influence  I  can  possess  over  his 
judgment  to  induce  him  to  remain.  But  the  point  must  be  settled  be- 
tween the  two  governments,  if  it  is  intended  to  depart  from  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  late  Commander  in  Chief,  in  his  letter  of  the  10th 
July,  1809. 

In  my  opinion  the  office  of  second  in  command  of  an  army  in  these 
days,  in  which  the  use  of  councils  of  war  has  been  discontinued,  and  the 
Chief  in  command  is  held  severely  responsible  for  every  thing  that  passes, 
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18  not  only  useless,  but  injurious  to  the  service.  A  person  without  de- 
fined duties,  excepting  to  give  flying  opinions,  from  which  he  may  depart 
at  pleasure,  must  be  a  nuisance  in  moments  of  decision ;  and  whether  I 
have  a  second  in  command  or  not,  I  am  determined  always  to  act  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  being  quite  certain  that  I  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  act,  be  the  person  who  he  may,  according  to  whose 
opinion  it  has  been  adopted.  One  person  in  that  situation  may  give  me  a 
little  more  trouble  than  another ;  but  substantially  I  must  be  indi£ferent 
as  to  whether  it  is  the  Marshal,  or  any  of  the  Lieutenant  Generals  who 
have  been  named  on  the  occasion.  I  must  be  out  of  the  way  when  any 
one  of  them  should  be  called  upon  to  act  in  command ;  and,  excepting 
that  feeling  which  every  man  must  have  for  what  is  to  occur  after  he  is 
gone,  which  is  not  of  a  personal  nature,  I  can  have  no  preference  to  one. 
officer  over  another  as  my  successor. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  government  have  always  provided  a  successor 
for  me  in  the  command  of  this  army ;  and  notwithstanding  that  I  was 
aware  of  the  decision  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  relative  rank  of 
British  and  Portuguese  officers,  I  never  doubted  about  the  succession  of 
that  officer  to  the  command  when  I  should  be  gone.  The  discussion  how 
he  was  to  take  the  command,  Marshal  Beresford  being  with  the  army, 
was  never  entered  into  ;  and  it  has  occurred  now,  only  because  Marshal 
Beresford  conceived  himself  interested  in  it,  and  that  the  interval  be- 
tween the  capture  of  Sir  E.  Paget,  and  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  was  a 
proper  moment  for  him  to  bring  it  to  a  decision. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  entertained,  that  as  long  as  I  remained  in 
command  of  the  allied  army,  Marshal  Beresford  was  next  to  myself,  is, 
as  I  have  shown,  consistent  with  the  decision  of  the  late  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  appointment  of  a  British  Lieu- 
tenant General  to  take  the  command  of  Uie  army,  to  the  exclusion  of 
Marshal  Beresford,  when  I  should  be  removed  from  the  command.  It  is 
not  my  business  to  start  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  arrangements  of 
government,  and  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  particularly  on  such  a 
point  as  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  myself;  but  when  the  difficulty 
is  started  by  another  person  interested,  I  must'  give  my  opinion  to 
government,  and  I  must  say  that  they  will  place  Marshal  Beresford  in  an 
awkward  situation  if  the  case  should  occur,  unless  the  decision  of  the 
late  Commander  in  Chief  should  be  altered,  and  the  question  should  be 
settled  with  the  Portuguese  government. 

I  think  His  Royal  Highness  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  inferences  he 
has  drawn  from  some  of  the  facts  which  have  occurred  here.  Marshal 
Beresford  was  not  removed  from  the  command  in  Estremadura,  because 
I  cofisidered  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  the  senior  officer.  Marshal  Beresford 
took  the  command  on  the  south  of  the  Tagus  when  Sir  R.  Hill  was  obliged 
to  go  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  as  a  kindness  to  me,  and 
a  convenience  to  the  service ;  it  being,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  desired 
on  his  part,  but  perfectly  understood  between  us,  that  Sir  R«  Hill  should 
resume  his  command  as  soon  as  he  should  return  to  the  army.  Sir  R.  Hill 
was  originally  appointed  to  that  command  because  he  was  locally  situated 
more  conveniently  than  others  to  exercise  it;  and  there  were  then,  and 
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have  always  been,  with  the  army  2,  if  not  3,  General  officers,  his  seniors, 
not  having  a  detached  or  so  large  a  command. 

To  Limit  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.a  FraDeda,  37di  Jan.  1813,  4  p.m. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th ;  and  there  does  not  appear  to 
me  any  reason  for  Byng's  going  to  the  hospital  at  Alter  do  Chao.  I  shall 
order  that  establishment  to  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  Dr.  MK^rigor  re- 
turns to  head  quarters. 

I  wish  you  would  have  an  eye  upon  the  enemy's  proceedings  in  the 
Sierra  de  Francia.  I  am  very  anxious  to  prevent  them  from  plundering 
that  district 

An  Lieat.  G^n.  Baion  Maocune.  Au  Qoartier  QinMi,  ce  37  Jan.  1819. 

J*ai  eu  I'honneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  votre  Excellence  du  6  Janvier, 
par  laquelle  vous  m'annoncez  que  vous  avez  consenti  k  laisser  rejoindre 
Farm^e  le  Lieut.  Royal,  du  61"*  r^gt,  qui  a  eu  le  malheur  de  perdre  une 
jambe  par  suites  de  blessures  qu'il  avait  revues.  Je  prie  votre  Excellence 
d'agrt^r  mes  remercimens  pour  vos  bontes  envers  le  Lieut.  Royal,  et  de 
recevoir  Tassurance  que  je  saisirai  avec  plaisir  toute  occasion  de  faire  ce 
qui  pent  vous  toe  agrt^ble. 

Au  Lieut  G^n.  Baron  Maueune.  Au  Quartier  Gtoinil,  ce  37  Jan.  1813. 

Quand  le  GMnc^ral  Sir  E.  Paget  a  pass^l  par  Salamanque,  votre  Excel- 
lence a  eu  la  bont^  de  lui  faire  avancer  une  somme  d'argent,  qu'il  m'a 
pri<S  de  vous  faire  remettre.  Je  lui  avais  en  m^me  temps  envoytS  une 
somme  d'argent  aux  avant-postes  de  I'armt^  Fran9ai8e,  de  laquelle  j'es- 
pt^rab  que  votre  Excellence  aurait  pris  celle  que  vous  lui  aviez  avanct^ ; 
mais,  par  une  lettre  re^ue  du  Quartier  G^nt^ral  de  Valladolid,  je  vols  que 
la  somme  d'argent  que  j'avais  destintte  au  G^n<^ral  Paget  lui  avait  ^ttS 
envoys.  En  attendant,  je  ne  me  souviens  plus  de  I'exacte  somme  que 
votre  Excellence  a  eu  la  bonttS  de  faire  avancer  au  Gt^ncM  Paget;  et  je 
vous  prie  de  me  la  faire  savoir  afin  que  je  puisse  vous  la  rembourser. 

Au  Lieut  G£n.  Baron  Biancune.  Au  Quartier  G6n6ra1,  ce  37  Jan.  1813. 

Je  viens  d'avoir  I'honneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  votre  Excellence  du 
20,  dans  laquelle  vous  m'en  avez  en  voy4  une  de  M.  le  Gt^n^ral  Reille,  et 
deux  autres,  pour  lesquelles  je  vous  suis  bien  oblige. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  lettre  que  je  vous  prie  de  faire  parvenir  ^  M.  le 
G<Sn^ral  Comte  Reille. 

Au  Lieut  Qin,  Comte  de  Reille.  Au  Quartier  G^i^ral,  ce  37  Jan.  1813. 

J'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  votre  Excellence  du  6  Jan- 
vier ;  et  comme  la  r^ponse  que  j'ai  ^rite  k  la  lettre  que  M.  le  Gt^n^ral 
Comte  d'Erlon  m'avait  fait  I'honneur  de  m'adresser  le  1  DtScembre  est 
arriv(Se  aux  postes  Fran^iis  k  Ledesma  le  10  Janvier,  j'esp^re  que  votre 
Excellence  I'aura  re^e  peu  de  temps  apr^  que  vous  avez  pris  la  peine 
de  m'^rire  sur  le  m^me  sujet 

Votre  Excellence  y  aura  vu  que  j'avais  consenti  k  Tckshange  propose 
des  Capitaines  Franjon  et  B<$noit  pour  les  Officiers  Payeurs,  Shaw  et 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  )fl 

Arscotl;  et  j'ai  vami  Thonneur  d'annoncer  k  rottt  Excellence  que  je 
consens  k  VMange  propoe^  de  M.  le  Lieut  Huet,  pris  k  Badajoz,  a 
present  au  di^pdt  de  Llangollen^  pour  le  Lieut.  Keogh,  du  51"*  r^., 
k  present  retenu  au  Quartier  G^n^ral  de  yotre  Excellence.  Je  tous  prie 
de  faire  envojer  le  Lieut  Keogh,  ainsi  que  MM.  Shaw  et  Arscott,  aux 
avant-poetes  de  Tarm^  Fran^aise. 

Je  saiais  cette  occasion  d'aasurer  yotre  Excellence  de  ma  haute  con- 
sideration. 

To  the  Earl  of  HulgniTe,  Matter  GeneraL  Fr«iioda»  37th  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Col.  Robe,  from  which 
you  will  see  that  his  wound  is  of  a  nature  to  prevent,  for  the  present  at 
least,  his  services  in  this  country. 

I  beg  leave  earnestly  to  recommend  him  to  your  favor  and  protection. 
He  commanded  the  British  artillery  in  the  battles  of  Roli^a  and  Vimeiro, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  campaign,  in  which  he  received  his 
wound.  He  has  always  made  himself  useful,  and  has  been  distinguished ; 
and  he  well  deserves  any  finvor  which  your  Lordship  may  be  able  to 
confer  upon  him. 

As  it  is  possible  that  Col.  Robe  may  return,  and  I  have  reason  to  be 
satbfied  with  the  intelligence  and  zeal  of  Col.  Fisher,  I  am  not  desirous 
that  that  officer  should  be  superseded.  His  health  is  not  very  good,  but 
I  hope  he  will  last  out. 

To  Viae  HelTiUe,  TmA,  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Freneda,  37th  Jan.  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Gen.  Cooke  in  regard  to  the  services  of  Capt 
Carroll  during  the  late  blockade  of  Cadiz ;  and  a  letter  which  the  General 
has  likewise  put  into  my  hands,  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  Capt  Pell,* 
of  the  Thinder  bomb,  on  the  same  service. 

T  assure  your  Lordship  that  when  I  was  at  Cadiz  all  descriptions  of 
persons  concurred  in  their  praises  of  these  officers,  and  of  those  under 
their  command ;  and  I  therefore  take  the  liber^  of  drawing  your  a^n- 
tion  to  their  merits  during  a  most  harassing  service  of  nearly  3  years' 
duration. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.  Pole.  Firaneda,  37th  Jan.  1818. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  Dec.  in  regard  to  the  Parliamentary 
grant,  and  one  from  Lord  Liverpool  of  the  22d,  in  which  he  sent  me  a 
copy  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Somer- 
yille  respecting  the  purchase  of  Wellington  Park.  I  enclose  the  copy 
of  the  answer  which  I  have  written  to  Lord  Liverpool  this  day. 

As  I  must  have  Wellington  Park,  I  am  desirous  to  have  more  land  in 
Somersetshire,  if  possible  in  that  neighbourhood ;  and  I  think  a  sacrifice 
ought  to  be  made  for  that  object;  but  if  I  can't  get  land  there  at  a 
tolerably  reasonable  rate,  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me  where  it  is 
situated. 

I  had  thoughts  of  adding  to  the  Parliamentary  grant  the  sum  I  proposed 
to  lay  out  in  land  when  Parliament  granted  me  my  second  pension,  which 
•  Captain  Sir  W.  O.  Pell,  R.N. 
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if  about  J^40,0009 1  believe ;  but  this  arrangement  might  be  inconvenient 
to  the  trustees  for  the  Parliamentary  grant  It  may,  however,  be  other- 
wise; and  if  you  should  find  it  so,  let  me  know  it,  and  I  shall  give 
directions  accordingly  to  Messrs.  Coutts. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Coutts  with  the  particulars  of  an  estate  to  be 
sold  in  Wiltshire:  they  don't  say  for  what  price.  Supposing  that  no- 
thing can  be  got  on  reasonable  terms  in  Somersetshire,  you  will  be  the 
best  judges  whether  this  purchase  can  or  ought  to  be  made  out  of  the 
Parliamentary  grant,  or  by  that  and  my  own  money  united. 

I  have  sent  Messrs.  Coutts  a  power  of  attorney  to  receive  the  interest 
on  the  Parliamentary  grant. 

To  tb«  Earl  of  LiTerpool,  ¥lnt  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  Freneda,  %7ih  Jan.  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  Dec,  with  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  the  letter  from  Lord  Somerville,  regarding  the  Wellington  estate, 
i!i4iich  I  hope  the  trustees  will  purchase. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  remainder  of  the  Parliamentary  grant 
.  should  be  laid  out  in  a  purchase  in  Somersetshire,  if  possible  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  and  some  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  that 
object;  but  the  trustees  will  be  the  best  judges  on  this  point;  and  if  an 
estate  cannot  be  got  on  tolerably  reasonable  terms  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me  in  what  part  of  England  it 
IB  situated ;  and  of  course  it  is  desirable  that  the  greatest  interest  should 
be  got  for  the  money.  I  had  thoughts  of  adding  the  money  which  I  pro- 
posed to  lay  out  in  land  to  the  Parliamentary  grant,  in  order  to  make  a 
larger  and  better  purchase ;  but  as  the  estate  to  be  purchased  by  the 
trustees  must  be  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
other  would  not,  this  arrangement  might  embarrass  them.  However,  as 
it  may  be  otherwise,  I  shall  write  to  my  brother  on  the  subject ;  and  I 
think  the  sum  which  I  could  lay  out  in  land  would  be  about  £40,000. 
This,  however,  must  be  charged  with  the  settlement  on  Lady  Wellington. 

I  am  really  quite  ashamed  of  troubling  you  with  these  details ;  and  I 
am  astonished  that  you  should  be  able  to  attend  to  the  private  affairs  of 
any  individual,  and  very  grateful  for  your  friendship  for  me. 

To  Earl  Bathnrtt.  Freneda,  37th  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  which  has  recently  come 
into  my  hands,  which  deserves  attention. 

You  see  what  Gen.  Thouvenot  says  of  the  blockade  of  Santoiia. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  your  operations  upon  the  northern  coast  will  be 
commenced  as  soon  as  ever  the  season  will  permit;  and  J  hope  that  w^ 
may  be  able  to  get  hold  of  that  important  post 

To  Earl  Bathurtt  Freneda,  27th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch.  No.  88,  of 
the  30th  Dec,  in  regard  to  the  equipment  of  artillery,  respecting  which 
I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  18th  Oct. 

I  am  concerned  that  I  should  have  made  any  requisition  a  compliance 
with  which  is  likely  to  be  Injurious  to  the  interests  of  ihe  country,  and  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  258 

interfere  materially  with  the  home  service.  If  it  is  so,  the  ordnance 
establishments  of  the  country,  however  high,  are  too  low  for  the  strength 
of  the  army;  as  the  equipment  of  ordnance,  stated  in  my  dispatch  of 
the  18th  Dec.,  is  infinitely  lower  than  that  of  any  army  now  acting  in 
Europe,  of  the  strength  of  the  British  part  of  the  allied  army  under  my 
command  alone,  and  below  the  scale  which  I  have  ever  read  of  for  an 
army  of  such  numbers.  It  must,  besides,  be  observed,  that  in  the  90 
pieces  of  ordnance  which  I  have  required,  6  battering  pieces  are  included, 
with  their  equipments. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  requisition  is  low,  compared  with  the  strength 
of  the  British  army  only,  I  admit  that  a  requisition  for  an  ordnance 
establi^ment  for  an  army  must  depend  very  much  on  the  nature  of  its 
operations,  on  the  nature  of  the  country  in  which  they  will  be  carried 
on,  and  on  the  probability  that  the  enemy  will  be  strong  or  weak  in  that 
particular  arm. 

I  have  lately  received  the  return  of  the  ordnance  equipment  for  the 
French  armies,  of  Portugal,  the  Centre,  and  the  South,  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, to  which  armies  the  allied  army  under  my  command  will  be  op- 
posed. I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  return ;  and  your  Lord- 
ship will  observe,  that  without  including  battering  guns,  these  armies 
will  have  in  the  field  120  pieces,  and  7S1  ordnance  carriages,  including 
guns,  drawn  by  5259  horses.  I  hope  that,  after  having  seen  this  return, 
your  Lordship  will  not  deem  the  requisition  forwarded  in  my  letter  of  the 
18th  Oct  to  be  unreasonably  large. 

As  the  Portuguese  army  can  supply  artillerymen,  and  we  have  in  Por- 
tugal the  guns,  with  the  exception  of  the  18  pounders,  which  there  can 
be  no  difficulty  in  supplying,  I  should  hope  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  purchasing  in  England  the  number  of  horses  required  for  the  equip- 
ment, either  to  be  sent  out  directly,  or  to  replace  those  in  the  brigades  in 
England,  which  might  be  sent  to  this  country ;  and  in  collecting  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  drivers  for  the  horses.  By  this  mode  of  supplying  the 
requisition,  only  a  momentary  inconvenience  would  be  felt  in  the  home 
service,  which  would  be  kept  complete  in  the  field  artillery  deemed 
necessary  for  the  home  establishments. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  having  ordered  out  another 
troop  of  horse  artillery ;  but,  adverting  to  the  calibre  and  size  of  the 
guns  used  by  the  horse  artillery,  I  was  not  desirous  of  increasing  that 
description  of  force  with  the  army  beyond  the  4  troops  now  with  it ;  and  I 
should  wish  to  be  permitted  to  apply  the  horses  of  the  troop  now  coming 
to  draw  guns  of  larger  calibre. 

Your  Lordship  may  depend  upon  my  endeavoring  to  do  the  utmost 
with  the  force,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  His  Majesty's  government 
may  intrust  to  my  direction ;  and  I  shall  bear  in  mind  the  impossibility 
of  reinforcing  it 

To  Eaai  Batbust  Fieneda,  a7th  Jan.  1813. 

I  returned  here  on  the  25th  inst  It  does  not  appear  that  the  enemy 
have  made  any  material  alteration  in  the  position  of  their  armies  since  I 
have  been  absent  from  head  quarters.    The  three  armies,  of  Portugal,  the 
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Centre,  and  the  South,  are  united  in  Castille,  under  the  command  of  King 
Joseph,  whose  head  quarters  are  now  at  Madrid.  The  army  of  Portugal 
is  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Reille,  who  has  recently  been  brought 
from  the  army  of  the  North,  and  has  his  head  quarters  at  Valladolid. 
The  army  of  the  Centre  is  under  the  command  of  the  Comte  d'Erlon, 
who  was  employed  heretofore  in  the  army  of  the  South,  and  had  com- 
manded the  army  of  Portugal  for  a  short  time  since  the  allies  retired 
from  the  Tormes ;  his  head  quarters  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid ; 
and  the  army  of  the  South  is  commanded  by  Marshal  Soult,  whose  head 
quarters  are  at  Toledo. 

The  army  of  the  South  has  recently  been  drawn  together  in  the  neigh« 
bourhood  of  the  Tagus ;  the  divisions  of  that  army,  which  were  in  the 
province  of  Avila,  haying  moved  towards  Toledo,  and  having  been  re- 
placed in  Avila  by  the  1st  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal.  I  imagine 
that  this  movement  is  intended  principally  to  enable  the  enemy  to  realise 
the  enormous  contributions  which  they  have  required  from  Castillo. 

I  have  not  received  any  recent  intelligence  upon  which  I  can  rely  of 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  north  of  Spain.  Gen.  Mina  appears  actively 
employed  against  the  enemy  in  Navarre;  and  he  and  Col.  Longa  have 
done  tliem  great  mischief.  The  latter  destroyed  600  men  and  took  2  pieces 
of  cannon,  in  an  affair  with  the  enemy  on  the  30th  Nov. 

My  last  accounts  from  Alicante  were  of  the  end  of  December,  at  which 
time  a  part  of  the  reinforcement  expected  from  Sicily  had  arrived ;  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  was  expected. 

The  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  occupy  the  cantonments  in 
which  they  were  placed  in  the  beginning  of  December;  and  I  am  happy 
to  be  able  to  report  that  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  we  shail  be 
able  to  take  the  field  at  an  early  period  of  the  season  in  greater  force  than 
we  have  yet  been  able  to  bring  forward  on  any  occasion. 

The  Spanish  troops  are  also  all  in  cantonments ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
arrangements  which  have  been  adopted,  with  a  view  to  provide  for 
their  subsistence,  will  enable  us  to  bring  into  the  field  some  efficient 
Spanish  corps  at  the  period  at  which  it  will  be  expedient  to  open  the 
campaign. 

Tb  Earl  Bathtuit  Freneda,  37th  Jan.  1819. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch.  No.  90,  of 
the  4th  inst,  in  regard  to  the  2d  batt  58th  regt 

I  have  reduced  the  establishment  of  that  battalion  in  this  army  to  4 
companies,  and  have  sent  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  6 
companies  to  England,  and  have  submitted  the  arrangement  for  the  ap- 
prolMition  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

I  am  desirous,  if  possible,  not  to  reduce  this  army  in  old  soldiers.  One 
soldier  who  has  served  one  or  two  campaigns,  will  render  more  service 
than  two  recently  sent  from  England ;  at  the  same  time  that,  probably, 
if  the  old  soldiers  of  this  army  were  sent  to  other  climates,  they  would  be 
found  equally  inefficient  with  the  recruits  sent  out  here.  On  these 
grounds  I  propose  to  delay  carrying  into  execution  your  Lordship's  orders 
in  the  dispatch  referred  to,  till  I  shall  have  received  the  Commander  in 
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Chiefs  decision  on  the  organization  of  the  weak  second  battalions  of  this 
army,  referred  to  His  Royal  Highness  6  weeks  ago. 

To  Eturl  Bathunt  Freneda,  37th  Jan.  1813. 

My  brother  will  have  sent  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the  copies  of  my  corre- 
spondence with  the  Spanish  government,  and  of  the  decree  of  the  Cortes 
in  regard  to  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  organization  of  the 
Spanish  armies ;  the  degree  of  power  with  which  J  should  be  intrusted ; 
and  the  measures  to  be  adopted  to  provide  for  their  subsistence ;  and  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  with  these  papers. 

It  is  impossible  to  understand  what  has  passed  without  being  aware  of 
the  interior  state  of  Spain,  and  of  the  confusion  which  exists  in  conse- 
quence of  the  old  abuses ;  the  French  usurpation ;  the  establishment  and 
existence  of  the  guerrillas ;  the  decrees  of  the  Cortes,  and  the  weakness 
of  the  government :  to  which  add  the  operations  of  a  foreign,  and  the  ex- 
tortions of  a  Portuguese,  army.  After  providing  for  the  organization  of 
the  army  in  my  own  hands,  and  the  degree  of  power  which  I  was  to  have 
over  it ;  in  which  there  was  but  little  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
government  and  me,  after  they  understood  that  I  was  in  earnest;  my 
object  was  to  establish  some  authority  in  the  provinces,  which  should 
exercise  the  powers  of  government,  should  superintend  the  realization 
of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  should  be  responsible  for  their  appli- 
cation to  the  service  of  the  army.  It  was  agreed  that  the  resources  of 
certain  provinces  should  be  applied  to  the  support  of  certain  armies,  and 
I  proposed : 

ist;  That  the  Commanders  of  these  armies  should  be  the  Captains 
General  of  the  provinces,  the  resources  of  which  were  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  armies  under  their  command  respectively,  thereby  bringing 
the  military  authority  into  one  hand ;  and  that  the  Captain  Genertd  of 
each  province  should  be,  as  he  had  always  been  in  Spain,  the  Xefe  PoU- 
tico.  Before  I  go  further  I  must  mention  that  this  arrangement  does  not 
militate  with  any  article  of  the  written  constitution.  Indeed  it  was  so 
acknowledged  by  the  members  of  the  committee  of  the  Cortes,  who  con- 
versed with  me  upon  it.  I  don't  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  a  written 
constitution,  if  we  are  afterwards  to  be  told  of  intentions,  &c.  &c.  which 
are  not  expressed.  But  if  the  proposition  is  contrary  to  the  written  con- 
stitution, the  Cortes  are  daily  witnesses,  in  Cadiz,  of  the  infringement  of 
the  constitution,  where  the  military  governor  is  the  Xrfe  PoUtieo, 

2dly;  I  proposed,  in  order  to  bring  the  financial  system  under  the 
view  of  the  Captain  General,  that  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army 
should  be  the  Intendant  General  of  each  of  the  provinces  of  which  the 
resources  were  allotted  for  its  support ;  and  that  the  Intendants  of  the 
provinces  should  act  imder  his  directions  according  to  the  system  of  Old 
France  in  the  days  of  Louis  XIY. ;  and  that  nothing  should  be  issued 
from  the  military  chest  excepting  under  the  orders  or  warrant  of  the 
Commander  of  the  army,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  scandalous  waste 
of  resources  which  exists  in  all  these  countries,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  ex- 
amination of  the  accounts  of  Galicia  and  Portugal. 

I  got  on  tolerably  well  till  unfortunately  tibe  trumpet  of  alarm  wis 
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sounded  in  a  libel  in  one  of  the  daily  newspapers,  respecting  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  union  of  powers  in  the  hands  of  military  officers 
at  the  suggestion  of  a  foreigner ;  and  then  I  could  get  the  Cortes  to  do 
nothing  more  than  you  will  see  in  their  decree  of  the  1th  inst.  It  appears 
to  me,  however,  that  this  decree  goes  sufficiently  far  to  enable  me  to  act. 
I  saw  enough  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Cadiz  to  be  quite  convinced  that  I 
should  not  be  able  to  prevail  upon  the  Cortes  to  do  more ;  and  I  had  no 
alternative  excepting  to  resign  the  command,  which  I  was  aware  would 
have  had  the  worst  effects,  at  that  moment,  in  Spain,  as  well  as  throughout 
Europe.  If  the  system  is  not  fairly  acted  upon  by  the  government,  or 
for  any  reason  whatever  should  fail,  it  will  always  be  time  enough  to  re- 
sign the  command ;  and  affairs  cannot  be  in  a  worse  state  than  that  in 
which  I  found  them,  or  than  they  would  have  been  if  I  had  resigned 
when  the  Cortes  modified  my  proposition.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  the 
merit  of  having  submitted  to  the  Cortes ;  and  if  the  system  should  fail, 
the  responsibility  will  rest  with  them,  and  I  have  given  them  to  under- 
stand that  I  shall  take  care  to  let  Spain  and  the  world  know  why  it  has 
failed.  I  trust,  however,  that  it  will  not  fail,  and  that  I  shall  still 
be  able  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Generals  of  the  Spanish  armies 
those  powers  which  must  secure  the  resources  of  the  country  for  the 
troops. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  state  of  confusion  in  which  affairs  are  at 
Cadia.  The  Cortes  have  formed  a  constitution  very  much  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  a  painter  paints  a  picture,  viz.,  to  be  looked  at ;  and  I  have  not 
met  one  of  the  members,  or  any  person  of  any  description,  either  at  Cadiz 
or  elsewhere,  who  considers  the  constitution  as  the  embodying  of  a  system 
according  to  which  Spain  is,  or  can  be,  governed.  They,  the  Cortes, 
have  in  terms  divested  themselves  of  the  executive  power,  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  Regency  for  this  purpose.  This  Regency  are  in  fact  the  slaves 
of  the  Cortes ;  yet  Cortes  and  Regency  have  so  managed  their  concerns 
as  that  they  have  no  communication  or  contact,  excepting  of  that  kind 
which  our  Sovereign  has,  by  speech  or  message  to  Parliament,  or  the 
Parliament  by  address  to  His  Majesty ;  neither  knows  what  the  other  is 
doing,  or  what  will  be  done  upon  any  point  that  can  occur.  Neither  the 
Regency  nor  Cortes  have  any  authority  beyond  the  walls  of  Cadiz  ;  and  I 
doubt  whether  the  Regency  have  any  beyond  the  walls  of  the  room  in 
which  they  meet.  Each  body,  I  know,  suspects  the  other,  notwithstand- 
ing, as  I  have  above  stated,  the  Regency  are  the  creatures  of  the  Cortes. 
The  Regency  suspect  that  the  Cortes  intend  to  assume  the  executive 
power;  and  the  Cortes  are  so  far  suspicious  of  the  Regency,  that  although 
the  leading  members  admit  the  expediency,  nay  necessity,  of  their  re- 
moval from  Cadiz,  the  principal  reason  alleged  for  remaining  there  is 
that  they  know  the  people  of  Cadiz  are  attached  to  them ;  but  that  if  they 
were  to  go  elsewhere,  to  Seville  or  Granada  for  instance,  they  are  appre- 
hensive that  the  Regency  would  raise  the  mob  against  them ! ! ! 

I  wish  that  some  of  our  reformers  would  go  to  Cadiz  to  see  the  benefit 
of  a  sovereign  popular  assembly,  calling  itself  *  Majesty  ;'  and  of  a  writ- 
ten constitution ;  and  of  an  executive  Government  called  *  Highness* 
acting  under  the  control  of  *  His  Majesty'  the  assembly!     In  truth  there 
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is  no  authority  in  the  state,  excepting  the  libellous  newspapers ;  and  they 
certainly  ride  over  both  Cortes  and  Regency  without  mercy. 

I  ara  astonished  at  the  patience  of  my  brother,  and  that  he  has  been 
able  to  do  any  thing  with  such  people.  I  am  quite  certain  that  if  I  had 
not  threatened  them  with  my  resignation,  and  had  not  kept  aloof  from  all 
questions  excepting  those  relating  to  my  immediate  business  at  Cadiz,  I 
should  have  done  nothing.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  Uiat  we  must  not 
allow  these  people  to  go  to  ruin  as  they  are  doing.  Hitherto,  having 
been  confined  within  the  walls  of  Cadiz,  and  the  whole  of  Spain  having 
been  occupied  by  the  enemy,  their  follies  have  been  of  little  importance ; 
but  they  will  now  become  a  serious  misfortune  in  proportion  as  the  mili- 
tary misfortunes  of  France  will  increase  the  means  of  communication  of 
the  Cortes  with  the  country.  Several  of  the  leading  members  with  whom 
I  conversed  are  aware  of  the  folly  of  the  constitution, '  and  are  desirous  of 
changing  it,  but  don't  know  how  to  set  about  the  change,  and  are  ter- 
ribly afraid  of  the  Cadiz  newspapers.  In  fact,  if  we  allow  matters  to  go 
on  as  they  are,  we  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  all  that  we  have  done,  even  if 
the  result  of  the  war  should  be  to  force  the  French  to  evacuate  Spain ;  and 
I  propose  to  try  if  I  cannot  prevail  upon  some  of  the  leaders  to  propose 
an  alteration  of  the  constitution,  so  as  to  connect  the  legislative  assembly 
with  the  executive  government,  as  our  Houses  of  Parliament  are,  by  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  being  members. 

This  will  be  one  step  towards  putting  the  machine  of  government  in 
motion ;  and  it  may  be  followed  by  other  improvements  essentially  neces- 
sary for  the  establishment  of  any  government,  or  for  the  preservation  of 
any  system  of  order  in  the  country. 

You  will  have  seen  that  I  have  taken  for  the  military,  nine  tenths  of 
all  the  resources  of  the  country ;  that  ii  to  say,  all  the  resources,  as  I 
should  imagine  the  civil  expenses  (not  of  collection,  but  connected  with 
collection)  would  take  one  tenth.  Then  I  have  told  the  government  that 
the  British  subsidy  must  be  applied  exclusively  to  defray  military  ex- 
pense ;  and  that  they  must  allow  me  to  dispose  of  it  So  that,  in  fact, 
they  have  nothing.  My  brother  and  I  agreed  that  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable that  he  should  be  allowed  to  assist  the  government  with  from 
£200,000  to  £400,000,  in  addition  to  the  subsidy  of  one  million  sterling, 
in  the  course  of  the  current  year,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  mention  this  to  Lord  Liverpool.  He 
may  depend  upon  it  that  my  brother  will  not  give  them  one  shilling  unless 
it  should  be  necessary. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  38th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged 
to  you.  The  packet  arrived  at  so  late  an  hour  on  the  19th,  and  our  shirts 
being  at  the  wash,  as  usual^  we  did  not  leave  Lisbon  till  the  20th,  and 
we  arrived  here  on  the  25th.  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  my  dispatch  of 
yesterday.  I  have  sent  one  to  the  same  purport  to  the  Minister  at 
War.  I  likewiie  enclote  a  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst  regarding  affairs  at 
Cadiz. 

VOL.  VI.  ■ 
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To  Major  Gen.  Campbell,  AlicaDte.  Freneda,  26th  Jan.  1813. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  transmitted  me  the  copies  of  a  correspondence 
with  Gen.  Whittingham  regarding  the  wants  of  the  troops  under  his 
command,  and  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Roche,  including  a 
letter  from  yourself  of  the  10th  inst.  to  Gen.  Whittingham ;  and  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  to  you. 

I  enthrely  approve  of  your  declining  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Spanish 
troops ;  and  I  heg  you  to  continue  the  same  conduct,  excepting  in  a  case 
of  urgent  necessity,  in  which  you  may  be  convinced  that  it  is  impossible 
to  procure  provisions  for  the  troops  by  any  arrangement ;  and  that  the 
deficiencies  experienced  have  not  been  occasioned  by  the  want  of  fore- 
sight and  of  arrangement  of  Commanding  officers  and  heads  of  de- 
partments. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  letters  which  I  have  written  to  Gens.  Whit- 
tingham, Roche,  and  Elio,  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  beg  that  it  may  be 
clearly  understood  by  all  parties  that  I  prefer  to  go  without  the  assistance 
of  Spanish  troops,  to  taking  upon  the  departments  of  the  allied  army  the 
detail  and  expense  of  feeding  them. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Don  X.  Klio.  Freneda,  28th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  reports  of  the  wants  of  the  divisions  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Whittingham  and  Gen.  Roche  respectively,  now 
acting  with  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps,  stationed  at  Alicante. 

As  t])pse  troops  are,  and  have  been  for  some  time  regularly  paid,  an 
advantage  which  I  am  sorry  to  observe  has  not  for  some  time  been  en- 
joyed by  other  troops  of  the  Spanish  army,  these  wants  ought  not  to  exist. 
But  I  request  your  Excellency  to  give  directions  to  the  Intendant  General 
of  the  2d  army  under  your  command,  to  take  measures  to  supply  the  wants 
of  both  these  divisions ;  one  of  which,  that  of  Gen.  Roche,  belongs  to 
the  2d  army. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  both  divisions  are  to  continue 
to  act,  till  further  orders,  with  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  at 
Alicante. 

To  Major  Gen.  Roche.  Freneda,  28th  Jan.  1813. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  transmitted  me  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Whit- 
tingham on  the  distresses  felt  by  the  troops  under  his  command  as  well  as 
under  yours,  for  the  want  of  provisions.  It  is  quite  impossible  that  the 
British  authorities  can  take  upon  themselves  to  supply  widi  provisions  the 
Spanish  troops;  and  if  means  cannot  be  found  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
to  supply  the  wants  of  these  troops,  we  must  do  without  them,  and  they 
must  be  disbanded;  and  the  pay  hitherto  give^li^  them  shall  be  applied 
to  pay  others. 

I  Mrrite  to  Gen.  Elio,  to  whose  corps  the  division  which  you  command 
belongs,  to  request  that  he  will  order  the  Intendant  General  of  the  2d 
trmy  to  provide  for  it;  but  it  is  to  be  understood  that- it  is  still  to  be 
connected  in  operation  with  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  now  at 
Alicante. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAU  VA9 

*  I  have  to  observe  oh  these  complaints  from  you  and  Gen.  Whiftingham  > 
of  the  wants  of  the  troops  under  your  command,  that  excepting  a  small 
division  of  infantry  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand respectively  are  the  only  Spanish  troops  in  the  Peninsula  which 
to  my  knowledge  have  received  any  pay  for  months  past.  The  troops 
under  your  command  have  received  their  pay  regularly;  and  I  know 
enough  of  soldiers  to  be  aware  that  when  any  troops  receive  their  pay 
regularly,  they  cannot  be  in  the  state  of  imminent  distress  represented.  It 
has  never  been  the  custom  in  the  Spanish  service  to  give  a  full  allowance 
of  provisions  to  the  troops  when  they  receive  their  pay  ;  and  we  must  not 
introduce  into  the  service  of  Spain  innovations,  the  expenses  of  which 
the  finances  of  the  government  and  the  resources  of  the  country  cannot 
bear. 

I  have  written  to  Gen.  Elio,  to  request  that  he  will  desire  the  Intendant 
General  of  the  2d  army  to  take  measures  to  supply  the  division  under 
your  command  with  the  provisions  which  may  be  necessary;  but  if  the 
troops  under  your  command  cannot  find  subsistence  in  Murcia,  or  posted 
as  I  proposed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  they  must  be  removed 
to  Majorca,  and  you  will  apply  to  the  officer  commanding  the  allied  British 
and  Sicilian  troops  at  Alicante  for  transports  for  that  purpose,  leaving 
at  Alicante  or  the  neighbourhood  such  particular  troops,  and  in  such 
numbers,  as  the  General  officer  commanding  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian 
army  may  think  proper  to  require.  It  must  be  understood,  however,  that 
those  troops  only  belonging  to  your  division,  which  will  serve  in  the 
Peninsula,  will  be  paid  by  British  funds  in  future. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  R  Welleriey,  K.B.  Freneda,  28th  Joii.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.,  in  re- 
gard to  the  wants  of  the  troops  under  Gens.  Whittingham  and  Rocho ; 
and  I  enclose  letters  for  those  officers  and  Gen.  Elio,  and  one  for  Gen. 
Campbell,  which  contains  copies  of  all  the  othere,  which  I  request  you  to 
peruse.     I  beg  you  afterwards  to  forward  all  these  letters  to  Alicante. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  my  letters  to  Gen.  Whittingham  and  Gen.  Roche  of 
the  8th  inst  will  have  settled  these  difficulties,  which,  in  fact,  ought  not 
to  exist  But,  if  they  should  not  have  done  so,  the  measure  adopted  by 
you,  of  requesting  G^.  Campbell  to  assist  these  troops  with  provisions, 
appears  expedient,  and  will  have  removed  them  entirely. 

It  is  necessary,  however^  that  Gen.  Whittingham  and  Gen.  Roche 
should  exert  themselves  to  prevent  their  recurrence,  and  should  see 
that  the  pay  given  to  their  men  so  regularly  is  laid  out  on  their  sub- 
sistence. 

To  CoL  Torreni,  MUitary  Secretary.  Freneda,  28th  Jan.  1813. 

In  enclosing  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  ac- 
companying letter  from  Lieut  Col.  Fisher,  containing  a  memorial  from 
the  second  Captains  of  the  Royal  artillery,  I  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  inform  His  Royal  Highness  that  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  their  conduct,  and  that  I  shall  be  happy  if  their  application 
should  be  fiivorably  received.     Some  of  these  officers  commanded  com- 
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panics  of  artillery  in  the  sieges  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz,  and 
several  have  now  charge  of  brigades  of  foot  or  troops  of  horse  artillery. 

7K«  A.Q,  to  Cap*.  Finemi,  D^.J,0.,  6/A  tUvtMion.  28th  Jan.  1813. 

The  appHcation  of  Ensign  and  Adj.  — — ,  11  th  regt,  for  leave  of  absence 
for  one  month  to  proceed  to  Lisbon  on  private  affairs,  enclosed  in  your  letter  of 
the  27th  inst.  (which  application  is  herewith  returned,  together  with  Lieut.  Col. 
Newman's  letter  in  which  it  was  enclosed),  having  been  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces,  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  remark  that 
*  an  Adjutant  ought  never  to  leave  his  regiment.'  His  Excellency  at  the  same 
time  directed  me  to  inquire  what  are  the  private  affairs  which  have  occasioned 

the  application  of  Ensign  and  Adj.  .     1  am  to  desire  therefore  that  you 

will  reouire  a  more  detailed  statement  from  that  ofHcer,  which  you  will  transmit 
to  me  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  tlie  Forces. 

7%e  A,G,  to  Unti.  0«n,  th^  Hon,  Q,  L,  Cole,  4th  divition.  28th  Jan.  1813. 

It  having  been   represented   by  me  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that 

Capt. ,  of  the  40tn  regt,  commanding  a  detachment  of  that  regiment,  on  the 

march  from'Belem  to  join  the 'army,  had  neglected  to  comply  with  the  G.  O.  of 
the  7th  Oct.  1812,  relative  to  the  march  of  detachments;  and  it  appearing  also 
from  the  return  of  necessaries  wanting  to  complete  the  detachment  on  its  arrival 
at  Coimbra  (which  return  having  been  forwarded  by  the  Commandant  at  Coimbra 
has  been  laid  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces)  that  the  G.  O.  of  the  23d 
May,  1812  (No.  3),  were  not  complied  with,  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  direct 

that  Capt. ,  on  his  arrival  with  his  regiment,  should  be  placed  under  arrest 

I  am  to  desire  therefore  that  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  for  placing 

Capt. under  arrest,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  when  this 

oraer  will  have  been  complied  with,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  Uie 
Forces. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  29th  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Cole  complaining  of  the  oppressive 
conduct  of  the  magistrate  of  S.  Joao  da  Pesqueira  towards  the  muleteers 
attached  to  the  4th  division  of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  and 
a  letter  from  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  complaining  of  the- 
neglect  of  the  magistrate  of  Mello  to  furnish  supplies  and  means  of  trans- 
port for  the  7th  division  of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  that  these  persons  may  be  called  before  the 
Special  Commission  to  answer  for  their  conduct. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  2dth  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d.  It  will  be  impossible  to  get 
Austin  promoted  by  brevet  at  present,  notwithstanding  that  I  entertain 
the  best  opinion  of  him.  If  he  is  to  be  promoted,  it  must  be  to  the  Lieut 
Colonelcy  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Browne,  if  that  removal  has  really 
taken  place.  Neither  will  it  be  possible  to  promote  Prior,  unless  to  a 
vacancy  among  your  24.  You  will  choose,  therefore,  whether  you  will 
promote  Arbuthnot  and  Prior  or  Austin. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  recommend  both  Austin  and  Prior  when  there 
should  be  an  opportunity  ;  but  I  should  only  be  refused  if  I  were  to  try 
the  experiment  now. 

To  Major  Gen.  J.  Yandeleur.  Freneda,  29th  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which  yoti 
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are  President,  on  the  trial  of  Dep.  Assist.  Commissary  Gen. ;  and 

I  request  jou  to  send  the  recommendation  of  him  separate  from  the 
sentence. 

To  Major  Ocd.  Hay.  FreDeda,  29th  Jan.  1813. 

Lord  Aylmer  has  communicated  to  me  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  re- 
garding the  proceedings  of  a  Division  Court  Martial,  of  which  Lieut 
CoL  Miles,  38th  regt.,  was  President,  on  the  trial  of  certain  soldiers  for 
making  away  with  ammunition.  Having  once  revised  the  proceedings  of 
the  Court  Martial,  you  are  ohliged  to  confirm  its  sentence ;  and  you  will 
do  well  to  dissolve  the  Court 

1  request  you,  however,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the 
Forces  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Court  Martial,  when  you  will  forward 
them  to  he  laid  hefore  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  order  that  His  Royal 
Highness  may  he  made  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  com- 
posing the  Court.  I  have  ordered  that  a  note  may  he  taken  of  their 
names. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  DickfOD,  R.A.  Freneda,  39tb  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th.  I  agree  to  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  Portuguese  seamen  for  the  pontoon  train ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
shall  have  5  testoons  per  diem  each,  and  a  ration,  the  same  as  our  soldiers ; 
4  pairs  of  shoes  in  the  year ;  2  jackets,  2  pairs  of  trousers,  and  one  great 
coat  in  the  year. 

The  officer  of  the  Portuguese  navy  to  attend  these  seamen  shall  have 
any  pay  the  Admiral  will  fix. 

Let  me  know  when  the  pontoons  will  be  ready  to  set  out  from  Lisbon; 
in  order  that  I  may  send  orders  for  them  to  commence  their  movement. 

To  His  Ezcellencj  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  29th  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  paper  transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  inst.  I  have 
given  directions  to  the  A.  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  5th  division,  cantoned  at 
Lamego  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  go  over  to  Pezo  da  Regoa,  and  to 

order  Mr. to  remove  forthwith  from  the  house  belonging  to  the 

Wine  Company,  and  to  request  the  Juiz  de  Fora  at  Pezo  da  Regoa  will 
allot  another  quarter  for  him,  the  worst  that  can  be  found  in  the  town. 

To  Don  Andres  Angel  de  la  Vega,  Infanion,*  Cadiz.  Freneda,  29t)i  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  you  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  King  Joseph  to  Napoleon, 
which  was  in  cipher,  and  which  we  have  deciphered,  which  is  well  de- 
serving your  attention  and  that  of  your  friends  in  the  Cortes.  It  is  in 
few  words,  but  it  contains  a  text  upon  which  much  may  be  written. f 

I  am  not  an  advocate  for  King  Joseph's  judgment,  or  for  his  veracity ; 
but,  although  we  rarely  find  the  truth  in  the  public  reports  of  the  French 
government  or  of  their  officers,  I  believe  we  may  venture  to  depend  upon 
the  truth  of  what  is  written  in  cipher ;  and  we  may  believe  at  least  ^at 

*  A  Deputy  in  the  Cortes,  of  great  and  acknowledged  merit 

f  <  Les  habitaus  \sik1kKsA  aux  theories  des  Cortes  les  ordres  d*un  souveram  de  votre 
maison«' 
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Joseph  thought  that  he  was  making  an  accurate  representation  to  hii 
brother  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Spain.  Unfortunately  1  know» 
as  I  believe  I  told  you,  not  that  this  representation  is  accurate  (that  is  tQ 
say,  that  the  people  of  Spain  don't  prefer  the  house  of  Napoleon  to  the 
theories  of  the  Cortes),  but  it  is  so  far  true  as  that  the  people  don't  like 
those  theories. 

.  You  have  no  Executive  government;  and  the  people  feel  that  that  which 
you  have  established  as  such  has  neither  authority  to  control  them  nor  to 
protect  them.  You  have  a  Legislative  assembly,  which  has  proclaimed 
itself  supreme,  and  has  divested  itself  of  all  interference  with  the  Executive 
government ;  yet  the  Executive  government  is  its  creature ;  at  the  same; 
time  that,  by  a  refinement  of  theory,  it  is  not  possible  either  that  the 
Legislative  assembly  should  have  a  knowledge  of  the  measures  of  the 
Executive  government,  or  that  the  Executive  government  should  know 
what  are  the  feelings  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Legislative  assembly. 
The  government  and  the  assembly,  instead  of  drawing  together,  are  like 
two  independent  powers,  jealous  and  afraid  of  each  other ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  machine  of  government  is  at  a  stand.  To  this  add  that 
the  whole  system  is  governed  by  little  local  views,  as  propounded  by  the 
daily  press  of  Cadiz,  of  all  otl^rs  the  least  enlightened  tmd  the  most 
licentious. 

All  countries  which  begin  as  yours  did,  incur  some  risks  of  failure; 
and  I  acknowledge  that  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  would 
have  at  least  this  good  effect,  that  it  would  allow  time  and  opportunity 
for  the  fevor  of  theory  it  the  Cortes  to  evaporate ;  and  that,  when  the 
communication  with  the  interior  of  Spain  should  be  opened,  the  Cortes 
would  have  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  inexperience,  and  that  Spain 
would  eventually  have  the  advantage  of  a  free  constitution  and  of  an  en-* 
lightened  government  We  have  still  to  look  out  for  these  blessings ; 
and,  unfortunately,  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Cortes  have  immersed 
themaelvias  to  such  a  degree  in  theory,  that  they  cannot  be  looked  for 
under  the  existing  system. 

I  have  certainly  nothing  to  say  to  yo\ir  system  of  government,  and  I 
never  interfere  in  concerns  with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do.  I  will  fight 
for  Spain  as  long  as  she  is  the  enemy  of  France,  whatever  may  be  her 
system  of  government ;  but  I  cannot  avoid  seeing  and  lamenting  the  evils 
which  await  the  country  if  you  do  not  retrace  your  steps,  let  what  will 
be.  the  result  of  the  military,  operations  of  the  war;  and  I  make  you 
acquainted  with  my  private  opinion,  as  a  person  of  whose  judgment  I 
entertain  a  high  opinion,  leaving  it  to  you  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  you 
may  think  proper.  But  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  discover  faults  with- 
out proposing  remedies;  and  I  now  tell  you  what  in  my  opinion  you 
ought  to  do. 

1st;  You  ought  to  establish  the  Regency  permanently,  with  all  the 
powers  allotted  by  the  constitution  to  the  King,  in  the  hands  of  one  per- 
son. This  person  ought  to  be  of  the  blood  Royal,  if  it  should  be  possible 
to  find  one,  whether  male  or  female  of  the  blood  Royal,  capable  of  exer- 
cising the  office ;  if  not,  it  should  be  the  person  in  the  country  of  the 
highest  authority  from  character,  conduct,  &c.     The  Regent  should  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL,  aes 

tssisted  by  a  Council  of  Regency,  conBisting  of  5  persons,  to  be  chosen 
by  himself  from  the  members  of  the  Cortes,  or  otherwise,  as  he  should 
think  proper.  The  Council  of  Regency^  if  members  of  the  Cortes,  should 
receive  no  salaries  for  the  performance  of  this  duty.  One  of  them 
should  superintend  the  Department  de  Estado ;  another  that  of  the 
Interior  y  ZTUramar ;  another  that  of  Gracia  y  Justicia ;  another  that 
af  Hacienda;  and  another  that  of  Guerra  y  Marina.  These  persons 
should  be  responsible  each  for  the  department  under  his  superintendence; 
«nd  the  whole  Council  for  the  general  operations  of  the  goyemment 
The  Council  would,  of  course,  attend  the  Cortes  in  their  places. 

By  these  measures  you  would  give  authority  and  respect  to  the  govern^ 
ment ;  you  would  connect  the  offices  of  the  government  together,  and  the 
government  with  the  Cortes.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  the  same 
benefits  will  not  be  produced  by  the  atten<knce  of  the  ministers  in  the 
Cortes,  and  by  giving  them  the  faculties  of  joining  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  Cof  tee.  In  that  situation  they  will  not  have  the  influence  over  the 
assembly  which  ought  to  belong  to  their  character,  their  talents,  and  their 
situation ;  and,  if  the  members  of  the  Cortes  resemble  in  character  and 
sentiment  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  not  only  will  ministers 
in  that  degraded  situation  possess  no  influence,  but  they  will  be  despised 
and  shunned,  and  intercourse  with  them  avoided,  as  if  they  were  the 
means  of  communicating  an  epidemical  disorder.  You  may  depend  upon 
it,  therefore,  that  you  will  never  have  good  and  able  ministers,  and  will 
never  connect  the  Executive  government  with  the  Cortes  as  it  ought  to 
be,  till  those  who  administer  the  government  are  members  of  the  Cortes, 
whether  they  administer  it  as  a  Council  of  Regency,  or  as  ministers  at 
the  head  of  departments  under  the  constitution. 

2dly ;  The  next  thing  to  do  will  be  to  repeal  the  110th  Article  of  the 
Constitution,  which  prevents  deputies  from  being  re-elected.  Indeed  that 
appears  to  be  necessary  at  all  events,  if  it  is  intended  that  there  should  be 
any  experience  in  the  future  Cortes;  and  likewise  the  129th  and  130th 
Articles,  if  it  is  supposed  that  these  Articles  would  prevent  the  Council 
of  Regency,  being  members  of  the  Cortes,  from  recommending  to  the 
Regent  persons  for  offices.  But  they  ought  to  be  repealed  eventually,  at 
all  events,  if  those  are  the  Articles  which  now  prevent  the  Regent  or  King 
from  choosing  his  ministers  from  the  members  of  the  Cortes. 

3dly ;  I  would  recommend  to  you  to  repeal  the  whole  of  the  7th  Chap- 
ter of  the  Constitution.  The  Council  of  State,  as  thereby  established, 
answers  no  good  purpose,  either  of  a  Council  for  the  Executive  govern- 
ment, or  of  a  balance  between  the  Executive  government  and  the  popular 
assembly.  If  the  government,  as  proposed  to  be  established  under  the 
Constitution,  should  ever  really  come  into  operation,  which  I  believe  to 
be  impossible,  the  Council  of  State,  which  cannot  be  responsible,  roust 
come  in  collision  with  the  minister  of  Graeia  y  Justicia^  who  is  respon- 
sible ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  country  must  suffer  by  the  nomination 
of  bad  bishops  and  bad  judges  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Council  of  State. 
'  But  the  greatest  objection  which  I  have  to  the  whole  system  established 
.by  the  Constitution  is  that,  in  a  cpuntry  in  which  almost  all  property 
consists  in  land,  and  there  are  the  largest  landed  proprietors  which  exist 
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in  Europe,  no  roeaaures  should  have  been  adopted,  and  no  barrier  ^ould 
have  been  provided,  to  guard  landed  property  from  the  encroachments, 
injustice,  and  violence  to  which  it  is  at  all  times  liable,  but  particularly  in 
the  progress  of  revolutions.  The  Council  of  State  affords  no  such  guard ; 
it  has  no  voice  in  legislation ;  it  cannot  possess  the  confidence  of,  and  it 
can  have  no  influence  over,  the  public  mind.  Such  a  guard  can  only  be 
afforded  by  the  establishment  of  an  assembly  of  the  great  landed  pro- 
prietors, such  as  our  House  of  Lords,  having  concurrent  powers  of  legis- 
lation with  the  Cortes ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  is  no  man 
in  Spain,  be  his  property  ever  so  small,  who  is  not  interested  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  such  an  assembly. 

The  theory  of  all  legislation  is  founded  in  justice;  and,  if  we  could  be 
certain  that  legislative  assemblies  would  on  all  occasions  act  according  to 
the  principles  of  justice,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  those  checks  and 
guards  which  we  have  seen  established  under  the  best  systems.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  we  have  seen  that  legislative  assemblies  are  swayed  by 
the  fears  and  passions  of  individuals ;  when  unchecked,  they  are  tyrannical 
and  unjust;  nay,  more:  it  unfortunately  happens  too  fiequently  that  the 
most  tyrannical  and  unjust  measures  are  the  most  popular.  Those  mea- 
sures are  particularly  popular  which  deprive  rich  and  powerful  individuals 
of  their  properties  under  the  pretence  of  the  public  advantage;  and  1 
tremble  for  a  country  in  which,  as  in  Spain,  there  is  no  barrier  for  the 
preservation  of  private  property,  excepting  the  justice  of  a  legislative 
assembly  possessing  supreme  powers. 

You  should,  therefore,  either  turn  the  Council  of  State  into  a  House 
of  Lords,  or  make  a  House  of  Lords  of  the  Grandees,  giving  them  con- 
current powers  of  legislation  with  the  Cortes ;  and  you  should  leave  the 
patronage  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  State  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown. 

By  these  measures  you  will  give  your  government  some  chance  oi 
standing,  and  your  country  some  chance  of  avoiding  further  revolutions. 
This  is  not  to  be  expected,  even  under  the  most  successful  result  of  the 
war,  unless  some  measures  are  adopted  of  the  kind  of  which  I  have  above 
sketched  the  outline. 

I  have  written  you  a  very  long  letter,  which  at  least  shows  that  I  take 
an  interest  in  the  future  welfare  of  Spain.  I  should  be  sorry  if,  after  all, 
you  were  to  fail  in  establishing  a  system  of  government  founded  on  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  which  should  secure  the  liberty  of  your  country,  and 
should  again  fall  under  the  degrading  despotism  from  which  you  have 
had  a  chance  of  escaping.  But  you  may  depend  upon  it  that,  whatever 
may  be  your  wishes,  and  however  good  tiie  intentions  of  the  greater  num- 
ber of  persons  of  whom  the  Cortes  is  composed,  this  misfortune  will 
happen  to  you  if  you  are  not  guided  by  experience  and  by  the  example 
of  those  countries  in  which  freedom  exists,  instead  of  by  the  wild  theories 
of  modem  days. 

I  send  this  letter  to  my  brother,  who  will  give  it  to  you. 

P.S.  I  have  written  to  you  in  English,  because  I  write  in  this  language 
with  more  ease ;  but,  if  you  should  answer  me,  write  in  Spanish,  which  I 
can  read  perfectly. 
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nt  A.O.  to  Limi,CoL  the  Horn.  A.  Abemrombk,  28/A  regt^  %l  divmcm.  29th  Jmi.  1813. ' 
Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Col.  O'Callaghan,  havitie 
been  transmitted  to  me  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  have  been 
directed  by  his  Excellency  to  request  that  you  will  come  over  here  to  Freneda, 
and  that  his  Excellency  will  be  glad  to  meet  your  wishes  by  employing  you  in 
the  way  which  may  be  most  agreeable  to  yoiurself. 

To  Maishal  Sir  W.  C  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  30th  Jan.  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  last  night  after  I  had  written  to  you 
on  the  subject  of  the  promotion  vice  Browne.  The  mail  has  been  gone 
these  two  days ;  but  I  shall  send  your  official  letter  home,  on  the  pro- 
motion, by  the  next 

Yon  will  have  heard  that  we  got  on  famously  on  our  journey ;  and  I  am 
much  obliged^  you  for  our  security,  &c. 

Vm  A,Q,  to  CoL Lambtrt,  \tt  Foot  Guards,  1«/  dhuiom.  30th  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  la;png  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 
of  the  26th  ult,  stating  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  service  of  the  2d  batt 
1st  Guards  is  exposed  oy  any  delay  which  may  arise  in  sending  home  from  this 
country  officers  of  the  regiment  who  may  become  effective  in  that  battalion,  and 
requesting  authority  to  send  home  all  such  officers  without  waiting  for  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces ;  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  remark 
that  your  representation  ma;^  be  well  founded,  but  that,  being  responsible  for 
keeping  the  regiments  of  this  army  complete  in  officers,  his  Excellency  cannot 
allow  any  to  go  away  without  his  previous  sanction. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Freneda,  31st  Jan.  1813. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst,  and  I  send  this  to  Sir 
C.  Stuart  to  Lisbon,  to  be  delivered  to  you  upon  your  arrival.  I  was 
happy  to  learn  from  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  that  you  were  able  to  return 
to  us ;  and  1  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  good  campaign  of  it 

Affairs  are  exactly  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  at  the  end  of  No- 
vember. 1  think  that  if  there  is  any  change,  Soult  has  collected  more 
of  his  army  on  the  Tagus,  about  Toledo;  but  he  has  made  no  movement 
which  could  at  all  indicate  his  object ;  neither  has  any  movement  been 
made  on  thu  side.  I  propose  to  take  the  field  as  early  as  I  can,  and,  at 
least,  to  put  myself  in  Fortune's  way. 

Many  of  the  regiments  are  already  very  healthy ;  others,  particularly 
the  new  comers,  remarkably  otherwise.  We  have,  as  usual,  lost  many 
men  in  the  last  2  months  of  cold  weather ;  but  the  troops  are  all  well 
cantoned,  and  I  hope  that  a  continuation  of  rest  for  a  month  or  two  in 
the  spring  will  set  us  up  entirely.  I  hoped  to  take  the  field  with  70,000 
British  and  Portuguese.  I  think  I  shall  have  40,000  British,  and  possibly 
25,000  Portuguese ;  and  I  shall  be  better  equipped  in  artillery,  and  much 
stronger  in  cavalry,  than  we  have  yet  been. 

I  have  been  at  Cadiz,  where  I  have  placed  military  affairs  on  a  better 

G.  O.  Fiwneda,  tOth  Jan.  ISll. 

7^  ♦  *  •  ♦  •  * 

Which  sentsncebas  been  ooofirmed  by  His  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 
8.  In  consideration  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  Ist  huMais  on  every  occasion,  and  of  the 

character  given  to  ^-~  by  his  Commanding  officer,  Lieut  Col.  ArentKhildt,  the  Conn 

mender  of  the  Forces  is  iiidaced  to  pardco  hun. 
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footing  than  they  were  befoJre,  in  the  way  of  organizatkHi ;  and  I  have 
proTided  some  meane  to  pay  and  subsist  the  armies ;  and  we  are  begin- 
ning with  discipline.  I  am  not  sanguine  enough,  however,  to  hope  that 
we  shall  derive  much  advantage  from  Spanish  troops  early  in  the  cam- 
paign. O'Dpnell  is  certainly  an  able  and  well  intentioned  man,  of  whom 
a  great  deal  is  to  be  made. 

I  believe  that,  upon  your  arrival,  you  had  better  direct  your  steps 
towards  this  village,  which  we  have  made  as  comfortable  as  we  can,  and 
where  we  shall  all  be  happy  to  see  you.  The  hounds  are  in  very  good 
trim,  and  the  foxes  very  plentiful. 

Major  Hope  shall  be  in  either  of  the  departments  you  choose.  You 
know  that  Stanhope  and  Cathcart  are  both  in  the  Q.  M.  Q.'s  department ; 
and  I  beg  you  will  choose  whom  you  will  have  with  you,  whether  of  those 
already  in  the  department,  or  to  be  appointed. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Fnneda,  81ft  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  account,  to  the  24th  Dec,  of  the  money 
sent  by  you  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  troops  serving  in  this  part  of 
Spain.  Of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissary  Gen., 
I  have  ordered  100,000  dollars  to  be  issued  to  Qen.  Castanos  for  the  use 
of  the  4th  army  sincfe  I  quitted  Cadiz ;  and  I  am  about  to  order  the  issue 
of  another  month's  pay,  about  25,000  dollars,  to  the  garrison  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

According  to  the  arrangement  settled  with  you,  I  propose  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  garrison  of  Badajoz,  as  well  as  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
the  expense  of  which  will  probably  in  some  degree  exceed  that  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  The  money  still  remaining  at  my  disposal,  however,  will  pro- 
bably last  for  2  months  longer. 

.  I  likewise  enclose  an  account  received  from  the  Commissary  Gen.  of 
tome  of  the  supplies  received  from  the  Intendant  General  of  the  province 
pf  Salamanca,  for  the  use  of  the  allied  acray,  from  the  Royal  demesne,  &c. 
You  will  observe  that  15,000  dollars  have  been  paid  to  the  Intendant 
.General  on  this  account :  there  remains  a  balance  on  this  account  of  5788 
dollars ;  and  I  request  you  to  inquire  from  the  Spanish  government  what 
they  wish  to  be  done  with  this  balance,  as  likewise  with  whatever  may 
appear  to  be  due  on  the  settlement  of  further  accounts. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  original  estimates  on  which  the  payments  were 
made  to  the  troops  under  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  and  the  garrison  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

To  the  Rt  Hoo.  Sir  H.  Wettetley,  K.B  Freneda,  Sltt  Jan.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  La  Vega,  which  I  request  you  to  peruse,  and  to 
give  to  him. 

I  likewise  enclose  you  a  bulletin  which  I  have  received  from  England, 

and  a  paper  of  the  16th,  which  will  show  you  the  state  of  affidrs  in  Poland. 

I  think  there  are  some  fitcts  adverted  to  in  the  ivport  of  the  Due  de  Bas- 

.^ano  to  the  Emperor,  laid  before  the  Senate,  whfeh  are  worth  an  ounce  of 

gold  a  letter. 
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I  have  been  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Blues,  vice  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, resigned. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  declaration  against  America. 

To  Metsn.  Greenwood,  Cox,  and  Co.      .  Freneda,  Sltt  Jan.  1818.    . 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the ,  containing  a  statement  of 

my  account  to  the  end  of  last  year,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

You  will  have  heard  that  H.  K  H.  the  Prince  Regent  has  appointed  me 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  Blues,  an  honor  as  unexpected  by  me,  as  it  is  gracious 
on  the  part  of  His  Royal  Highness.  I  don't  know  whether  the  power  of 
attorney  which  you  already  have  from  me  will  enable  you  to  take  charge 
of  the  agency  of  the  Blues ;  but  if  it  should  not,  as  I  wish  to  appoint 
your  house  to  be  the  agents  of  the  Blues,  I  beg  that  you  will  send  me 
the  regular  power  of  attorney. 

I  must  inform  you,  however,  that,  upon  reading  one  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry,  I  observe  that  the  Colonels  of 
regiments  are  considered  responsible  for  the  agents  whom  they  may  ap-» 
point  to  transact  the  business  of  their  regiments ;  and  although  I  must 
always  contend  against  the  justice  of  this  Report  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Military  Inquiry,  considering  that  the  War  OflSce  alter  the  system  of 
military  accounts  according  to  their  daily  caprice,  and  give  their  own 
orders  to  the  agents,  I  do  think  it  necessary,  and  I  believe  it  is  usual,  for 
the  Colonel  of  a  regiment  to  require  security  from  the  agent  of  his  regi- 
ment for  the  due  performance  of  his  duty  towards  the  public,  and  to  in- 
demnify the  Colonel  from  loss  in  transactions  in  which  he  cannot  be  a 
gainer. 

As  long  as  my  late  regiment,  the  33d,  were  in  India,  the  transactions 
between  the  agents  and  the  public  were  confined  nearly  to  my  own  con-* 
cems,  as  a  contractor  for  cloihing ;  and  as  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  I 
could  not  ask  security  for  the  performance  of  these  transactions :  but  if 
the  fikvor  of  the  Prince  Regent  had  not  removed  me  from  the  334)  I 
should  certainly  have  required  that  your  house  should  secure  me  and  ray 
family  from  loss  in  the  transactions  of  that  regiment  with  the  puUic,  after 
their  extension  by  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  from  India.  .  It  is  mucH 
more  necessary  in  the  case  of  the  Blues. 

Although  I  am  writing  to  an  old  acquaintance  and  friend,  I  write  ta 
you  as  I  would  to  any.  other  man  upon  business,  and  I  state  wiUi  precision 
what  I  think.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which 
your  house  have  done  my  business ;  but  I  am  abroad,  and  am  likely  to 
spend  my  life  on  foreign  service.  I  cannot  know  what  passes  at  home, 
I  have  known  many  instances  of  the  most  prosperous  houses  failing,  an4 
I  know  enough  of  the  nature  of  the  business  between  the  War  Office  and 
houses  of  agency,  to  be  astonished  that  more  don't  fail.  I  have  children, 
and  I  fin  determined  not  to  involve  myself  or  them  in  the  intricacies  of 
public  accounts  if  I  can  avoid  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  request 
you  to  state  whether  it  is  usual  for  the  agent  of  a  regiment  to  give  security 
to  the  Col<Hiel  to  indemnify  him  from  all  loss ;  and  if  it  is,  I  request  you 
to  name  the  securities  for  your  house  as  agents  for  the  Blues. 

In  regard  to  other  matters,  I  request  you  to  settle  all  my  affairs  in  re- 
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lation  to  the  3dd  regt  in  the  manner  which  will  be  most  beneficial  to 
the  regiment,  and  most  liberal  towards  my  successor.  All  the  tradesmen 
are,  I  conclude,  paid.  I  beg  that  you  will  employ  for  the  Blues  the  same 
persons  who  were  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  let 
every  thing  go  on  as  it  has  been  hitherto. 

To  Col.  Gordon,  Q.  M.  G.  Freneda,  31ft  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th,  and  the  enclosures  don't  sur- 
prise me ;  as,  both  from  what  I  observed  of  your  state  of  health  during 
the  time  you  were  with  the  army,  and  what  Dr.  M*Grigor  and  Mr.  Gun- 
ning told  me  when  you  were  at  last  obliged  to  quit  us,  I  was  quite  cer- 
tain that  you  would  not  be  able  to  return  for  the  next  campaign.  The 
truth  is,  that  your  health  is,  if  possible,  too  robust;  and  I  was  frequently 
apprehensive  that  you  would  have  had  fever  in  the  hot  weather.  Indeed, 
it  was  probable  that  you  were  saved  only  by  the  painful  disorder  which 
at  last  obliged  you  to  go  home.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  soon  re- 
cover. 

I  beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  you  many  thanks  for  the 
assistance  you  gave  me  while  with  this  army. 

To  H.  R.  H.  die  Commander  in  Chief.  Freneda,  3ltt  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  letter  of  the 
13th  Jan.,  in  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  informed  me  that  the 
Prince  Regent  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  be  Colonel 
of  the  Royal  regiment  of  Horse  Guards,  upon  the  resignation  of  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  gratitude  to  His  Royal  Highness  for 
the  repeated  marks  which  I  have  received  of  his  grace  and  favor,  more 
particularly  for  this  last  instance  of  both ;  and  I  can  only  assure  him  of 
my  devotion  to  his  service.  I  am  convinced  that,  on  all  the  occasions  on 
which  I  have  been  so  highly  favored,  I  have  been  much  indebted  to  the 
fitvorable  representations  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  made  of  my 
services ;  and  I  beg  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  accept  my  most  sin- 
cere thanks. 

To  Col.  Torreni,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  Slit  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  13th  and  14th. 

I  concur  entirely  in  all  your  opinions  respecting  appointments  to  the 
Staff;  and  it  may  be  depended  upon  that  I  shall  never  allow  officers  to 
be  appointed  to  the  Staff  from  regiments  by  which  they  are  required  for 
regimental  duty. 

In  regard  to  your  letter  of  the  14th,  and  your  official  letter  regarding 
medical  promotions,  I  perfectly  recollect  to  have  recommended  Mr. 
Higgins ;  and  I  believe  I  mentioned  that  circumstance  in  the  representa- 
tion which  I  forwarded  regarding  Mr.  Guthrie  and  Dr.  Tyce.  Don't 
suppose  that  that  representation  was  ever  intended  to  refer  to  His  Royal 
Highness  in  the  most  distant  manner ;  it  was  intended  for  the  Medical 
Board,  of  whom,  between  ourselves,  I  entertain  the  very  worst  opinion. 

1  have  proofs  that  every  promotion  is  a  matter  of  application  and  in- 
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trigiie.     I  shall  send  home,  by  the  next  post,  the  papers  which  I  have 

received  from ,  in  regard  to  his  promotion,  in  which  you  will 

see  that  this  gentleman  was  excited  by  *  *  *  *  to  prevail  upon  Sir  T. 
Graham  to  prevail  upon  me  to  recommend  him  to  be  promoted  to  a 
situation  which  *  *  *  *  did  not  think  he  ought  to  fill,  and  to  which  he 
refused  to  appoint  him.  What  is  all  this  but  intrigue  and  attention  to 
private  applications,  instead  of  to  claims  grounded  on  public  services  T 
Then,  can  it  be  supposed  that  I  can  be  the  victim  of  their  doings  without 
complaining  ?  But  I  solemnly  protest  against  being  supposed  to  make 
liny  complaint  of  His  Royal  Highness  for  any  thing,  excepting  that  he 
should  attend  to  such  people  as  the  Medical  Board. 

What  interest  can  I  have  in  these  concerns,  or  what  can  I  have  to  say 
to  any  of  these  medical  officers  ?  I  never  saw  Dr.  Tyce  in  my  life  ;  and 
till  I  saw  Mr.  Guthrie  the  other  day  in  the  hospital  at  Belem,  I  don't 
believe  I  ever  saw  Mr.  Guthrie,  although,  from  his  reputation  in  this 
army  ever  since  it  came  h^re,  I  intended  to  have  made  him  surgeon  to 
head  quarters  when  Mr.  Gunning  was  promoted,  if  he  had  not  been  re- 
commended for  promotion  in  another  manner. 

I  have  written  to  His  Royal  Highness  to  thank  him  for  my  appoint- 
ment to  be  Colonel  of  the  Blues.  I  believe  there  never  was  so  fortunate 
or  so  favored  a  man. 


TV  A.G.  to  M<yor  Gen,  the  Hon,  C.  ColviUe,  3d  divinon.  3ltt  Jan.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  been 
pleased  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Jackson,  of  the  83d  regt,  to  act  as 
your  aide  de  camp  during  the  absence  of  Capt.  Spottiswoode ;  and  the  appointment 
will  appear  in  the  G.  O.  of  this  day  accordingly.  His  Excellency,  in  giving  his 
sanction  to  this  appointment,  directed  me  to  signify  to  you,  that  as  you  will  now 
have  two  extra  aides  de  camp  upon  your  establishment,  he  trusts,  on  the  arrival 
of  Capt  Spottiswoode,  one  of  them  will  be  directed  to  join  his  regiment 

TV  JLO.  to  Lieut.  CoU  Sir  R,  Hili,  commg.  the  Houeehold  cavalry,  31st  Jan.  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  addressed  to  the  Commander  of  the 

Forces,  enclosing  an  application  for  leave  of  absence  to  Lieut  ,  of  the 

1st  Life  Guards,  to  proceed  to  England,  I  have  been  directed  to  signify  to  you  his 

Excellency's  assent  to  this  application.     Lieut  may  therefore  proceed  to 

England  on  leave,  of  absence  for  two  months  accordingly.  His  Excellency  at  the 
same  time  observed,  that  as  the  regiments  of  Life  Guards  had  notice  for  several 
months  before  they  were  sent  out  to  this  country,  all  affairs  of  a  similar  description 

to  those  of  Lieut  ought  to  have  been  settled;  and  that  the  request  of 

Lieut  —  is  granted  only  because  the  1st  Life  Guards  has  been  reported  fit 

for  service,  and  that  his  Excellency  thinks  there  is  time  for  Lieut.  to 

return. 

The  A.G.  to  Lieut,  Piper,  Royal  Engineere,  E/vas.  Itt  Feb.  1813. 

A  correspondence  which  has  recently  taken  place  upon  the  subject  of  an  accu- 
sation preferred  by  you  against  Mr. ,  of  the  Commissariat  department,  in 

charge  of  the  pontoon  train  under  your  orders,  of  having  let  out  bullocks  to  a 
fiurmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Monforte,  having  been  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency 
to  desire  that  you  will  state  to  Mr.  Routh,  Dep.  Commissary  Gen.,  what  proof  you 

have  of  Mr. *s  misconduct     Mr.  Routh  will  be  instructed  what  steps  are  to 

be  taken  thereupon. 
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9%t  JT.a  <6  Dip.  Commimaiy  Gtm,  Rmtk,  Eka*.  1st  F«b.  1813. '   • 

A  cofreipohdence  retpectiug  an  accusation  preferred  by  Lieut  Piper,  of  the 
Royal  Engineers,  against  Mr.  ^—  (which  correspondence  had  been  transmitted 
to  me  by  the  Commissary  Gen.  for  the  information  of  the  Comnumder  of  the 
Forces),  having  been  submitted  by  me  to  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency, 
i  have  been  directed  to  call  upcoi  Lieut  Piper  to  state  to  you  what  proof  he  has 
of  Mr.  ~-**s  misconduct  His  Excellency  desires  that  you  will  examine  ihia 
proof,  and  report  upon  it  to  me  for  lib  information ;  and  should  you  find  any 
ground  for  the  charge,  you  will  put  Mr.  -^—  under  arrest. 

To  Manihal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Frtnada,  2d  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  further  complaint  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Cole,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  S.  Jo£o  da  Pesqueira.  I  hare 
desired  Gen.  Cole  to  specify  names  and  particulars  of  conduct  against 
others,  besides  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Alejo,  who  I  request  maj  be  brought 
before  the  Special  Commission. 

I  have  likewise  desired  Lieut  Gen.  Cole  to  employ  armed  parties  to 
protect  his  foragers,  making  the  officers  commanding  them  responsible 
for  their  conduct ;  and  to  call  upon  the  magistrates  of  the  district  by 
proclamation,  to  perform  their  duty  in  aiding  to  supply  the  troops  witii 
forage,  and  in  repressing  the  disposition  of  the  people  in  that  part  of  Ae 
country  to  oppose  the  military. 

To  Sir  £.  Littlebales,  Bart.  Freneda,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. ,  who,  as  well 

as  I  recollect,  is  an  army  broker  in  Dublin.  He  recommends  a  gentle* 
man  to  me  to  be  appointed  an  ensign,  who  may  be  very  fit,  for  what  I 
know  of  him ;  but  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  take  the  recommendation  of 
the  army  broker  without  knowing  more  of  the  gentleman,  more  parti* 
pularly  as  there  was  some  objection  to  the  person  he  before  recommended 
to  me,  and  who  has  since  been  superseded.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged^ 
to  you,  therefore,  if  you  will  inquire  about  Mr.  *  *  *  *^  and  let  me 
know  who  and  what  he  is ;  whether  he  is  fit  to  be  an  officer  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's service,  and  above  all,  whether  Mr. gets  any  thing  for  his 

recommendations ;  because  if  he  does,  I  may  as  well  put  a  stop  to  that 
trade  entirely. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  letter  from  Lord  Dunsany,  recommending  Mr.  P. 
G.  Plunkett,  a  relation  of  his,  for  an  ensigncy.  As  well  as  I  recollect 
Lord  Dunsany's  handwriting,  this  letter  is  written  by  him ;  but,  having 

been  taken  in  by  a  Mrs. ,  who  forged  Lord  FingaH's  handwriting, 

I  don't  like  to  answer  Lord  Dunsany  till  I  am  certain  that  he  wrote  the 
enclosed  letter ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know. 

6.  O.  Fi«neda,  Sd  Feb.  ISIS. 

3.  *  •  ♦  •  •  • 
Which  sentence  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  induced  to  pardon , ,  and ,  at  the 

Tecum  mendation  of  the  General  Court  Martial ;  but  he  does  to  much  against  his  i»clii»tioii| 

'as  a  greater  outrage  and  breach  of  discipline  than  was  committed  by  these  soldiers  bat 
seldom  come  to  his  knowledge.  They  are  to  be  released  from  confinement,  and  return  to 
their  duty  with  their  regiment. 

6.  The  Commander  of  tiie  Forces  begs  that  witliout  loss  of  time,  requisitions  may  be 

,  sent  U\  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  for  arms  wanting  to  complete  the  several 
regiments,  and  to  the  Q.  M.  G.  for  bufl'accoutremeiils  wanting  to  complete. 
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If  there  does  not  appear  any  occasion  to  apply  to  himself,  his  relation 
shall  have  an  ensigncy  as  soon  as  I  can  give  him  one. 

I  hope  that  you  and  Lady  Elizabeth  and  your  family  are  quite  well. 
We  are  all  well  here.  George  has  been  with  me  lately,  and  he  and  March 
are  in  very  good  health. 

Remember  me  most  kindly  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  and  all  the  family. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cmtif.  Freneda,  2d  Feb.  1813.    ' 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  Jan.,  in  re- 
gard to  the  existing  state  of  the  Irish  College  at  Salamanca.  I  earnestly 
recommend  to  you  to  bring  that  state,  and  the  claims  which  you  conceive 
the  Irish  have  upon  the  revenues  of  the  college,  in  case  it  should  not  be 
re-established,  under  the  view  of  the  Spanish  government 

To  the  ReF.  Dr.  Curtit.  FreDeda,  2d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  26th  Jan.,  in  re- 
gard to  your  own  claims  on  the  Spanish  government 

When  you  think  it  proper  to  go  to  Cadiz  to  present  yourself  to  the 
government,  I  will  recommend  you  to  their  notice  and  attention,  as  I 
conceive  you  deserve ;  and  when  you  go  to  Ireland,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
give  you  letters  of  introduction  and  recommendation  to  the  principal 
persons  there. 

To  Sefior  JomT  Pavia.  Freoeda,  3d  Feb.  1813« 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  Dec.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  recommend  any  person  to  be  an  officer  in  the  Spanidi  army  against 
whom  the  government  could  have  any  objections ;  and  I  must,  therefore^ 
beg  leave  to  decline  recommending  you  till  you  shall  have  removed  the 
objections  which  the  government  may  have  against  you. 

To  CdL  Bonburj,  Under  Sec  of  State.  FreiNida,  3d  F^.  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  Jan.  You  are  not  aware,  pro- 
bably, that  there  are  2  squadrons  of  each  of  the  1st  and  2d  hussars  in 
England  at  present,  who  could  receive  any  recruits  to  be  now  got  from 
Germany ;  and  before  I  adopt  any  arrangements  in  respect  to  the  cavalry, 
I  wait  for  the  answer  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
him  on  the  26th  Dec. 

I  prefer  having  one  officer  or  soldier  who  has  served  one  or  two  cam- 
paigns to  having  two  or  three  who  have  not,  and  I  should  be  very  unwilling 
to  part  with  the  officers  of  the  2d  hussars.  It  is  true  that,  according  to 
the  plan  proposed,  the  men  and  horses  of  the  2d  hussars  are  to  be  transit 
ferred  to  the  1st  hussars ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  they  would  make  that 
regiment  too  strong. 

I  wish  that  on  all  these  points,  the  Sec.  of  State  and  the  Commander  ini 
Chief  would  send  me  positive  orders.  I  take  only  a  limited  view  of  them ; 
one  referable  to  the  convenience  of  the  army  under  my  command,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  service  in  the  Peninsula.  They  must  necessarily  take 
a  larger  view ;  and  I  can  only  say,  that  what  they  order  shall  be  obeyed^ 
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eadte  que  coiUe ;  but  that,  if  th^y  leave  matters  to  my  judgment,  I  shall 
never  do  any  thing  which,  in  my  judgment,  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
service  here.  It  would  make  matters  much  more  easy,  if  they  would 
send  me  positive  orders. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  authorities  in  England,  the  expe- 
diency of  forming  the  deserters  from  the  enemy's  army  now  at  Lisbon, 
who  should  be  willing  to  enlist,  into  a  temporary  battalion.  This  batta- 
lion, as  well  as  that  at  Cadiz,  should  be  placed  on  a  better  footing.  A 
major  should  be  appointed  to  command  it ;  and  there  should  be  an  adju- 
tant to  it,  to  do  the  duty  of  adjutant,  quartermaster,  and  paymaster ;  and 
an  officer  for  each  company,  the  3  seniors  to  be  captains,  and  the  others 
subalterns. 

There  are  several  Qerman  deserters  at  Gibnjtar,  who  might  be  formed 
into  a  battalion  in  the  same  manner.  We  might  thus  make  these  people 
of  some  use.  They  are  now  a  burthen.  I  think  there  are  not  less  than 
1000  of  them  at  Lisbon,  detained,  I  believe,  under  an  order  from  the 
Admiralty,  to  Adm.  Berkeley,  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Yorke,  to  send  no  more 
home. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  news. 

To  Col.  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  .  Freneda,  2d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  His  Royal  Highness  of  the  13th  Jan., 
in  regard  to  the  provisional  battalions  which  I  had  recently  formed ;  and 
in  regard  to  drafting  horses  from  certain  regiments  of  heavy  dragoons 
into  others,  to  which  I  delay  to  send  answers,  until  I  shall  have  received 
His  Royal  Highness'  commands  upon  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  him 
on  the  26th  Dec,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  not  received 
when  he  wrote  to  me  on  the  13th  Jan. 

His  Royal  Highness  and  I,  unfortunately,  take  a  very  different  view  of 
these  questions :  he,  one  referable  to  the  whole  army  and  the  general  ser- 
vice of  the  empire ;  and  I,  one  referable  only  to  the  convenience  of  the 
army  under  my  immediate  command,  and  the  benefit  of  the  particular 
service  in  the  Peninsula  intrusted  to  my  charge.  His  Royal  Highness 
must  be  right ;  but  I  wish  that,  being  so,  he  would  give  me  a  positive 
order.  He  may  depend  upon  it,  it  shall  be  obeyed.  But  when  he  conveys 
to  me  his  wishes  and  his  suggestions,  and  leaves  it  to  my  discretion  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  or  not,  he  must  excuse  me  if  I  take  my 
own  view  of  the  case,  however  limited,  and  act  according  to  my  judg- 
ment of  what  will  be  best  for  the  particular  service  intrusted  to  my 
charge.  The  service  in  America,  the  Mediterranean,  or  at  home,  are  not 
my  concern,  and  cannot,  nor  ought  not,  to  enter  into  my  consideration  in 
any  case ;  and  when  any  thing  is  left  to  my  discretion,  that  discretion  must 
be  guided  by  my  view  of  what  is  best  for  the  service  here. 

I  am  of  opinion,  from  long  experience,  that  it  is  better  for  the  service 
here  to  have  one  soldier  or  officer,  whether  of  cavalry  or  infantry,  who 
iias  served  one  or  two  campaigns,  than  it  is  to  have  two  or  even  three  who 
have  not.  Not  only  the  new  soldiers  can  perform  no  service,  but  by 
filling  the  hospital  they  are  a  burthen  to  us.  For  this  reason,  I  am  so 
unwilling  to  part  with  the  men  whom  I  have  formed  into  the  provisional 
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battalions ;  and  I  never  will  part  with  them  as  long  as  it  is  left  to  mj 
discretion. 

I  am  sure  I  am  right  on  this  subject ;  and  if  any  body  doubts  it,  let 
them  look  at  the  state  of  the  4th,  5th,  38th,  39th,  and  82d  regts.  with  this 
army,  compared  with  others.  Yet  these  are  the  regiments  of  the  best 
reputation  in  the  service :  some  of  them,  the  2d  batt.  4th,  82d,  and  39th, 
have  come  from  climates  not  dissimilar  to  that  in  which  they  are  now 
serving ;  but  it  is  the  service  in  the  field,  to  which  neither  officers  nor 
men  are  accustomed,  and  for  which  training  and  habit  are  reqiiired. 

The  same  is  the  case  in  regard  to  the  cavalry,  and  indeed  it  is  stronger; 
and  if  I  were  now  to  choose,  I  should  prefer  by  far  to  give  the  horses  of 
the  fine  regiments  of  EngliBh  hussars  to  the  old  regiments  here,  and  keep 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  latter. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  in  regard  to  drafting  horses,  great 
care  must  be  taken,  in  allotting  them  to  regiments,  not  to  overhorse  any. 
Too  many  horses  are  worse  than  too  few.  In  my  opinion,  an  allowance 
should  be  made  for  10  dismounted  men  in  every  100,  which  would  allow 
for  serious  cases  of  sickness  of  men  who  might  be  unable  to  take  care 
of  horses.  If  His  Royal  Highness,  therefore,  wishes  that  the  horses 
rtiould  be  taken  from  the  regiments  of  light  and  heavy  dragoons,  to 
mount  others  on  this  service,  I  beg  him  to  send  me  his  orders,  and  they 
shall  be  obeyed,  leaving  it  to  me  to  fix  upon  the  regiments  to  be  drafted 
(always  excepting  those  lately  sent  out),  and  those  to  which  the  horses 
shall  be  allotted.  If  he  leaves  it  to  my  discretion,  however,  to  draft  the 
horses  or  not  from  any  old  regiment,  that  is  to  say,  any  that  has  served 
one  campaign,  I  tell  you  fairly,  that  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  done,  and 
entertaining  that  opinion  I  shall  not  do  it 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Preneda,  2d  Feb.  181S. 

I  think  it  proper  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  letter  from 

Don  Diego  Correa,  containing  a  complaint  of  the  conduct  of  Lieut , 

of  H.M.S. ,  with  certain  original  papers,  in  order  that  such  steps 

may  be  taken  thereupon  as  your  Lordship  may  think  proper. 

The  J.Q.  to  Litui,  CoL  Brw^ord,  Au4.G^  Aik  dhisioH.  %\  Feb.  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ult.,  submitting  the  wish  of  Lieut.  Oen.  the  Hon.  G.  L.  Cole  to  re- 
ceive die  sanction  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  the  practbing  the  recruits 
lately  arrived  in  firine  ball  cartridge,  and  proposing  to  expend  10  rounds  per  mau, 
I  have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  signify  to  you  his  a^^roval  of  the 
same.  His  Excellency  moreover  desires  that  immediate  requisitions  may  be 
made  to  replace  the  ammunition  which  will  be  ^us  expended. 

T%t  A.G,  to  Lma,  CoL  Rookt,  A^,G^  2d  divuum.  2d  Feb.  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  layinff  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 
letter  of  the  31st  ult,  containing  Lieut  Gen.  Sur  R.  Hill*s  request  that  the  giard 
at  present  in  charge  of  the  pontoon  train  (composed  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  tne  corps  of  the  army  under  the  Lieut  General's  com- 
mand) should  be  relieved,  I  have  received  his  Excellency's  command  to  signify 
to  you,  in  answer,  for  the  information  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  ft.  Hill,  that  his  Excel- 
lency will  hereafter  give  orders  respecting  this  guard ;  that  the  pontoon  train  ii 
now,  or  will  be  shoiSy,  in  movement  j  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  remove 
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the  guard  at  present ;  and  that  they  are,  however,  so  near  their  regiments  that  the 
Commanding  officers  can  have  no  difficulty  in  looking  after  them. 

The  A.G.  to  Lieni.  Gm.  the  Horn.  G.  L.  Colt,  4ik  divimn,  3d  Fab.  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 
and  enclosure  respectmg  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  long  forage  from 
the  country,  for  toe  animals  attached  to  the  division  under  your  command,  I  have 
been  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you,  in  answer,  that  he  has  already 
written  to  request  Uiat  the  magistrate  of  whom  you  before  complained  should  be 
cdled  before  the  Special  Commission ;  and  that  his  Excellency  agaui  writes  to 
desire  that  the  magistrate  of  Alejo  may  be  called  likewise ;  and  that  if  yon  will 
describe  particulany  any  magistrate  who  does  not  do  his  duty,  either  in  surolying 
the  troops,  or  in  preventine  outrides  by  the  inhabitants,  his  Excellency  wiU  take 
care  that  he  shall  be  punished.  In  the  mean  time  the  troops  must  have  fora^^e ; 
and  his  Excellency  begs  that  you  wiD  issue  a  proclamation  m  the  district,  stating 
that  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the  taking  the  forage,  on  the 
regular  receipts  for  which  payment  will  certainly  be  made,  will  be  punished ;  and, 
if  necessary,  you  will  send  armed  parties  to  protect  your  foragers,  making  tlie 
officer  in  command  of  those  parties  responsible  for  their  conduct 

JU  A.G.  to  Limi.  Gtn.tk$  Earl  if  DaOumau,  7tk  divimon.  3d  Feb.  1813. 

In  reference  to  Lieut  Col.  D'Oyly's  letter  of  the  10th  ult.,  conveying  the  re- 
commendation of  your  Lordship  of  Capt  Winnett,  68ih  regt,  as  Brigade  Major  to 
1^.  Gen.  Barnes's  brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  having  sub- 
mitted die  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  have 
received  his  Excellency's  command  to  desire  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased 
to  appomt  an  officer  to  act  tm  Brigade  Major  to  Brig.  Gen.  Barnes's  brigade. 
I  have  been  fturther  directed  by  his  &cellency  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  there 
are  now  two  supernumerary  Brigade  Majors  on  the  establishment  of  this  army, 
and  that  he  cannot  appoint  others. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneday  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  Dec,  in  regard  to  the  trans- 
portation to  a  Portoguese  settlement  of ;  and  I  have  to  inform 

you  that  I  have  no  objection  to  his  being  so  transported. 

O.  O.  Franeda,  8d  Feb.  ISIS. 

2.  *  •  •  <*  •  • 

Which  sentence  has  been  oonfinned  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

8.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcei  has  upon  more  than  one  occasion  exhorted  the  officen 
of  the  armv  and  tiioee  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  civil  departments  to  use  in  their  inter* 
oooise  with  each  other,  whether  on  the  busineei  of  the  poblic  or  in  their  private  concemi, 
that  language  and  those  manners  by  which  gentlemen  of  education  ought  always  to  be  dis- 
tinguished ;  and  as  the  public  service  must  suffer  by  a  departure  from  Uie  conduct 
prescribed,  he  is  determined  that  he  will  never  pass  unnoticed  any  instance  that  may 
come  to  his  knowledge  of  conduct  such  as  that  of  which  Mr.  —  has  been  found  guilty. 
This  person,  however,  may  think  himself  very  fertmiate  that  the  sentence  of  the  Court 
has  been  so  lenient  A  different  view  of  the  evidence  on  the  first  charge^  or  a  different 
mode  of  dmwiug  diat  of  which  he  has  been  found  guilty,  would  have  rendered  his  dis- 
missal iWmi  the  service  necessary  under  the  Articles  of  War.  The  Commander  of  (be 
Forces  hopes,  therefore,  that  he  will  take  warning  by  what  lias  occurred,  and  that  he  will 
in  future  conduct  himself  on  all  occasions  as  a  gentleman  ought. 

4.  This  reprimand  is  to  be  read  to  Mr. by  the  Commanding  officer  at  the  station  at 

which  Bfr. may  be^  in  presence  of  the  officers  and  troops,  to  be  paraded  for  that  pur- 
pose.   His  suspension  ftom  rank  and  pay  is  to  takeplace  from  the  1st  inst 

6.  In  the  pvusal  of  the  trial  of  Mr. ^  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  obsenred 

that  Staff  Surgeon has  had  in  his  service  a  soldier, ,  of  (he  3d  dragoon  guards, 

fac  which  Mr.  ^—  is  to  be  put  in  arrest ;  the  charge  against  him  will  be  sent  to  him  by 
tiie  Adj.  Geiu 

6.  Lieut  — ,  of  the  —  light  dragoons,  is  to  be  removed  from  his  situation  as  Com- 
mandant of  the  depAt  at  Alter  do  Cb&o,  as  soon  as  he  can  be  relieved,  for  having  suffered 
this  dragoon  to  be  m  Mr. 's  service,  contrary  to  the  repeated  orders  of  the  army. 
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If  tne  goverament  shoald  determine  to  transport  him,  I  beg  to  be  in- 
formed thereof,  that  I  may  order  that  he  may  be  struck  off  the  strength 
of  his  regiment. 

To  J.  C.  Herriet,  Esq.,  CommiMury  in  Chief.  Freneda,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  consideration  letters  which  I  have 
received  from  Dep.  Assbt  Commissary  of  Accounts  Adams,  and  Dep. 
Assist.  Commissary  of  Accounts  Booth,  requesting  me  to  recommend 
them  for  promotion.  Both  these  gentlemen  have  at  different  periods  been 
attached  to  head  quarters,  and  have  performed  the  duty  which  devolved 
upon  them  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  much  to  my 
satisfaction. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  their  services  to  your  notice  and 
attention ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  it  should  be  in  your  power  to  promote 
Mr.  Adams,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  department  at  Cadiz,  to  the  rank 
of  Dep.  Commissary  Gen.,  and  Mr.  Booth  to  that  of  Assistant  in  the 
department. 

To  the  Minifter  at  War,  Cadii.  PreDeda,  Sd  Feb.  1813. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Excellency  this  day,  T  have  received  the  en- 
closed reports  from  Col.  Longa,  from  which  it  appears  tluM^  since  the 
affair  reported  in  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  10th  Jan.,  Col. 
Longa  has  had  a  very  serious  affair  with  the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Miranda,  in  which  he  took  221  prisoners,  having  killed  543.  This 
affur  appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  beginning  of  December. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  account  of  his  capture  of  Salinas  de  Anana,  with 
6  officers  and  246  soldiers  of  that  garrison,  at  discretion,  on  the  10th  Jan., 
which  is  referred  to  in  my  other  dispatch. 

An  Qin.  Damooriei.    •  Freneda,  oe  3  F4v.  1813. 

J'ai  re^u,  il  y  a  quelques  jours,  votre  lettre  du  27  D<5c. ;  et  comme  je 
n*ai  aucune  op<$ration  militaire  k  vous  d^rire,  ou  k  raisonner  avec  vous, 
toutes  les  troupes  des  deux  c6tia  t^tant  en  cantonnemens,  je  vous  <kris 
quelques  mots  sur  ce  que  vous  me  dites  du  Due  d'Orlc^ans. 

Ce  Prince,  que  je  ne  connais  que  de  rt^putation,  et  pour  lequel  j'ai  le 
plus  grand  respect,  a  mal  dt^but^  en  Espagne.  Appelc^  je  crois,  ou  au 
moins  encouragt^  k  venir,  par  la  Rt^ence  de  Castanos,  pour  commander 
une  armcSe,  compotSe  la  plupart  de  Frasigais^  que,  dans  leurs  songes,  le 
gouvemement  Espagnol  comptait  faire  marcher  sur  la  frontiere  de  la 
France,  il  a  (Stt^  di^barqucS  k  Tarragona,  oh.  on  m'a  dit  qu'il  fut  tr^  mal 
re^u.     II  s'est  rembarquc^,  et  il  est  venu  k  Cadiz. 

II  avait  des  personnes  aupr^  de  lui  fort  indignee  de  sa  confiance  et  fort 
indiscr^tes,  qui,  le  jour  mftme  de  son  arrive^  ont  commenc<$  k  parler  du 
bien  que  cela  ferait  k  la  nation  Espagnole  que  le  Due  d'OrltSans  en  fut  fait 
le  Rt^gent.  Enfin  Uu  Cortes  s'assemblaient,  etleur  premier  acte  fut  d'en- 
voyer  dire  au  Due  de  s'en  aller  en  24  heures ;  et  apr^  quand  le  Due  est 
alltS  k  risla  k  cheval,  tout  seul,  je  crois,  pour  leur  pnbenter  ses  respects, 
las  Cortes  lui  ont  fait  dire  de  s'en  aller  tout  de  suite ;  et  elles  ont  fait  dire 
au • d'etre  pn5pan5  k  les   prot*5ger  par  la  force.     Vous  croyei 
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que  le favorisait  les  vues  de  cc  Prince  I     Eh  bien !  je  vous  dis 

qu'il  s'est  fait  un  mc^rite  des  prt^paratifd  qu*il  avait  faits,  ce  jour-1^  pour 
prottSger  et  faire  olxSr  les  ordres  de  Uu  Cortes. 

Je  sais  tr^  bien  qu'on  vous  a  dit,  et  que  le  Due  le  croit,  que  tout  ce 
que  lui  est  arriv^  a  t^U^  produit  par  les  intrigues  des  Anglais.  Pour  moi, 
je  ne  savais  pas  m6me  que  le  Due  ($tait  k  Cadiz  quand  il  fut  renvoyiL  Pour 
mon  fr^re,  je  sais  qu'il  a  pnklit  au  Due  ce  que  lui  est  arrivii;  et  lui  a 
conseillt^  d'etre  sur  ses  gardes ;  mais,  k  dire  le  vrai,  on  nous  soup^onne  de 
beaucoup  de  choses  dans  lesquelles  non  seulement  nous  ne  nous  sommes 
jamais  ni^lt^,  et  m^me  dans  lesquelles  les  Espagnols  ne  nous  permettraient 
pas  de  nous  m^ler. 

Mais  je  d(k;lare  que,  si  j 'avals  dcbin^  perdr&  le  Due  d'OrlcSans  en 
Espagne,  je  n'aurais  rien  fait  que  de  le  laisser  continuer  le  chemin  dans 
lequel  il  <$tait  malheureusement  entrt^ ;  et  j'aurais  cru  que  je  ne  pouvais  le 
sauver  de  sa  perte  qu'en  m'opposant,  comme  Anglais,  k  sa  marche.  Mon 
frere  a  fait  ce  qui  convenait  k  son  devoir ;  il  lui  a  priklit  son  malheur,  et 
ne  8*e8t  jamais  m^l($  ni  pour  ni  centre  ses  vues. 

J'ai  souvent  regrett^  le  roalheur  qui  est  arrived  au  Due  d'Orlt^s.  C'est 
un  Prince  estimable  par  son  caractere,  ses  grands  talens,  et  sa  rt^putation ; 
qui  aurait  pu  faire  beaucoup  pour  cette  malheureuse  contr^.  Mais  je- 
vous  assure  que  la  faute  n'est  pas  la  n^tre. 

To  Col.  A.  Gore,  33d  regt.  F^eneda,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

Before  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  have  heard  that  H.  R.  H.  the 
Prince  Regent  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Royal 
Horse  Guards,  an  honor  entirely  unexpected  by  me.  I  don't  know  who 
is  to  be  my  successor  in  the  33d  regt. 

Although  highly  gratified  by  the  honor  which  has  been  thus  conferred 
upon  me,  as  well  as  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conferred,  I  can't 
avoid  feeling  a  regret  at  one  of  its  circumstances,  viz.,  that  I  should  be 
separated  from  the  33d  regt.,  to  which  I  have  belonged,  with  so  much 
satisfaction  to  myself,  for  more  than  20  years. 

I  beg  that  you  will  take  an  opportunity  of  informing  the  regiment  of 
the  sentiments  with  which  I  quit  them,  and  that  though  no  longer  belong- 
ing to  them,  I  shall  ever  feel  an  anxiety  for  their  interest  and  honor,  and 
shall  hear  whatever  conduces  to  the  latter  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Fieneda,  3d  Feb.  1818. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  this  day,  which  contains  the  only 
news  I  have.  I  likewise  enclose  the  Gazette  of  the  17th  Jan.,  sent  to  me 
from  Coruiia,  which  contains  the  detailed  accounts  referred  to  in  the 
bulletin  of  the  16th,  which  I  sent  to  you  the  other  day.  I  don't  think  they 
entirely  bear  out  the  bulletin. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent.  Freneda,  Sd  Feb.  1813. 

When  I  was  lately  at  Lisbon,  Mr.  Aston  delivered  me  the  letter  which 
your  Royal  Highness  had  been  pleased  to  address  to  me ;  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  more  than  once  while  I  was  there. 

I  hope  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  permit  me  to  avail  myself  of  the 
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opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  commands  regarding 
Mr.  A«ton,  to  return  your  Royal  Highness  my  warmest  thanks  for  the 
numerous  favors  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  conferred  upon  me. 

Not  only  have  all  the  means  which  the  resources  at  the  disposal  of  your 
Royal  Highness  could  command  been  given  to  support  the  efforts  making 
in  this  country,  under  my  directions,  but  I  have  been  encouraged  in  every 
manner  to  act  with  confidence  in  the  support  of  your  Royal  Highness; 
and  I  have  been  favored  and  rewarded  to  a  degree  not  only  far  beyond  my 
deserts,  but  far  beyond  what  any  subject  has  yet  been  by  his  Sovereign. 

I  can  evince  my  gratitude  for  such  favors  only  by  devoting  myself  to 
serve  and  to  forward  the  views  of  your  Royal  Highness  with  the  same 
zeal  which  first  attracted  your  notice. 

To  die  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Forcei.  Freneda,  8d  Feb.  1813. 

liord  Aylmer  has  communicated  to  me  your  letter  to  him  in  regard  to 
Capt  —  of  the  —  regt 

This  officer  having  been  on  his  march  from  Lisbon  to  join  the  2d  divi- 
sion of  the  army  in  the  month  of  December,  1811,  in  command  of  a  de- 
tachment of  convalescents  in  charge  of  treasure,  struck  and  beat  a  soldier 

of  the  —  regt,  by  name ,  at  Villa  Franca,  on  the  Tagus,  and 

it  was  reported  had  hurt  him  so  severely,  that  the  soldier  had  been  sent 
to  the  hospital. 

The  soldier  complained  by  letter  to  his  Commanding  officer  of  the  con- 
duct of  Capt.  ',  and  stated  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  would 
prove  the  truth  of  his  story.  Capt.  --. — ,  on  the  other  hand,  charged  the 
soldier  with  mutiny,  and  particularly  with  having  challenged  him  to  fight. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  order  Capt. into  arrest  upon  this  complaint, 

which  was  brought  before  me  for  the  first  time,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  in 
the  month  of  April,  1812 ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  bring  him  to  trial,  as 

,  the  principal  witness,  was  in  the  hospital  at  Lisbon,  and  others 

of  the  witnesses  likewise  in  hospital  at  other  places.     —  never 

having  been  able  to  join  his  Regiment  from  Lisbon,  has  since  been  in- 
valided for  garrison  duty  ;  and  has  lately  been  sent  home  by  Major  Gen. 
Peacocke,   I  conclude  inadvertently,  in  charge  of   French  prisoners. 

Having  ordered  that  Capt. should  be  brought  to  trial  when  the  army 

lately  went  into  cantonments,  and  inquiry  having  been  made  for  the 
witnesses,  I  find  that  many,  whose  appearance  is  necessary  for  a  fair  trial 
of  the  case,  are  absent  from  thoir  regiments  at  different  hospitals. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  again  to  observe  that  the  case  of  Capt  ^»»  is  not 
singular.  It  happens  too  frequently  that  officers  remain  in  arrest  for  an 
unreasonable  length  of  time,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  collecting 
the  witnesses  necessary  to  be  produced  at  a  trial ;  and  recent  trials  have 
shown  that  the  consequence  of  this  apparent  injustice  is  imptmity  for 
very  serious  offences. 

I  have  frequently  represented  to  His  Majesty's  government  the  defect 
of  the  Mutiny  Act  in  this  respect,  and  I  have  recommended  that  General 
Courts  Martial  might  be  enabled  to  receive  written  testimony.  I  am  in- 
formed that  this  remedy  is  to  be  adopted ;  but  I  am  much  concerned  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  should  have  had  occasion  to  notice  the  cases  of 
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Capt  -^—  and  Capt •     A  knowledge,  however,  of  the  detail  of  the 

jurisprudence  of  this  army  would  show  other  instances  of  similar  hard- 
ship, and  would  tend  to  prove  still  more  clearly  the  expediency,  on  other 
grounds,  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Mutiny  Act. 

To  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Foroef.  Fieneda,  8d  Feb.  1813. 

In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  Dec.,  stating  the  necessity 

of  the  immediate  return  to  England  of  Adj. ,  4th  hatt.  K.  O.  L.,  I 

beg  to  acquaint  you  that  1  have  desired  the  Commissary  Gen.,  under 
whom  he  is  now  serving,  to  cause  this  order  to  be  obeyed  without  loss  of 
time,  notwithstanding  that  It  appears,  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  Sir  R. 
Kennedy,  his  immediate  return  to  England  will  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable inconvenience. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  8d  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Dr.  M^Grigor,  containing  his  opinion  on  certain 
papers,  which  are  likewise  enclosed,  which  had  been  given  into  my  hands 

at  Cadiz  by ,  in  regard  to  his  claims  to  be  promoted  to  be  an 

Inspector  of  Hospitals. 

You  will  observe  that  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  urged  •^—  to  have  application 

made  to  me  by  Sir  T.  Graham,  in  order  that  I  might  apply  for  this  pro- 
motion, in  which  case  it  would  be  granted. 

As  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of         ■ ^  his  exertions  have  been 

very  meritorious,  and  his  services  most  useful  at  Cadiz ;  and,  adverting 
to  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed  at  Cadiz  by  the  late  Commander 
in  Chief,  the  allowances  granted  to  him,  and  the  hopes  held  out  to  him 
by  the  head  of  the  Medical  Board,  although  afterwards  disappointed,  I 
consider  him  entitled  to  my  recommendation  of  his  claims  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

To  Col.  Torme,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Brevet  Lieut  Col. of 

the  —  regt.,  reporting  the  death  of  Lieut  Col.  ^  and  enclosing  his 

own  memorial,  and  that  of  Capt ,  the  senior  of  his  rank  in  the  — th. 

Although  I  generally  recommend  officers  for  vacancies  in  regimental 
succession,  I  cannot  avoid  to  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  you  to 
submit  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  my  opinion  of  the  services  of  Brevet 
Lieut  Col.  Craufurd  of  the  9th  foot,  who  has  never  been  absent  from  his 
regiment,  and  has  alwi^  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  to  entitle  him 
to  my  entire  approbation. 

I  beg  you  therefore  to  submit  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  name  of 
Lieut  Col,  CrauiVird  for  the  Lieutenant  Colonelcy  in  the  — ih,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Lieut  CoL  — — . 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Fieneda,  3d  Feb.  1818.   • 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  enemy's  corps 

in  front  of  this  army  since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  27th  ult ; 

and  the  allied  armies  all  remain  in  the  same  positions,  with  the  exception 
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of  one  diyision  of  the  anny  of  reserve  in  Andalusia,  which  has  been 
moved  to  Seville. 

The  enemy  in  the  north  have  obliged  Oen.  Mendizabal  to  retire  from 
Bilbao  ;  and  the  blockade  of  Santofia  has  been  raised  in  consequence  of 
the  departure  of  Commodore  Sir  H.  Popham  from  the  coast  with  his 
squadron. 

I  hear,  by  intercepted  letters,  that  Col.  Longa  has  lately,  on  the  10th 
Jan.,  taken  the  enemy's  garrison  at  Salinas  de  Anana,  but  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  official  reports  of  this  feat. 

My  last  accounts  from  Alicante  are  of  the  3d  Jan.,  at  which  period  the 
reinforcements  expected  from  Sicily  had  arrived ;  but  Lord  W.  Bentinck 
was  not  expected  till  the  latter  end  of  the  month. 

7%t  J.G.  io  Mtfor  Ckmikre,  Cebrioo,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  am  directed  by  lus  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  request  vour 
attention  to  the  foUowing  directions,  regarding  the  march  of  recovered  men  from 
the  several  hospital  stations  to  their  regiments : 

1.  An  o£Scer  will  shortly  arrive  at  Celorioo  with  the  recovered  mea  from  the 
general  horoital  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  of  the  following  divisions :  1st,  3d,  4th,  5^, 
6th,  and  7th. 

2.  An  officer  firom  the  1st  division  will  likewise  shortly  arrive  at  Celorioo  with 
the  recovered  men  from  the  general  hospital  at  Viseu,  for  the  following  divisions : 
2d,  6th,  7th,  and  Light. 

3.  An  officer  from  the  6th  or  7th  divisions  will  likewise  shortly  arrive  at 
Celorico  with  the  recovered  men  from  the  general  hospital  station  at  Coimbra,  for 
the  foUowing  divisions :  2d  and  Light 

The  officer  of  the  Light  division  alluded  to  in  No.  1  will  wait  at  Celorico  for 
the  men  of  the  2d  and  Light  divisions  coming  from  Coimbra  and  Viseu ;  and 
on  their  arrival  he  will  proved  with  Uiem  on  the  route  to  the  Light  division, 
leaving  the  men  of  the  2a  division  at  Freneda. 

The  officer  of  the  1st  division  alluded  to  in  No.  2,  coming  from  Viseu,  will  wait 
the  arrival  at  Celorioo  of  the  men  of  that  division  coming  fix>m  Ciudad  Rodrigo ; 
and  on  their  arrival  he  will  proceed  with  them  and  such  men  of  that  division  at 
Celorico  as  may  be  fit  to  march. 

The  officer  of  the  6th  or  7th  division  alluded  to  in  No.  3  will  take  dwige  of 
anv  men  of  the  6th  or  7th  divisions  who  may  be  fit  to  join  on  his  arrival  at 
Celorico,  and  of  the  men  of  those  divisions  coming  from  Viseu  and  Rodrigo. 

An  officer  of  the  7th  division  will  be  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Celorico  to 
take  chaige  of  such  men  as  may  now  be  fit  to  join  of  those  divisions.  This  officer 
will  have  no  connexion  with  any  of  the  foregomg  arrangements. 

On  the  day  following  that  on  which  you  will  receive  this  letter,  you  will  cause 
the  officer  of  the  92d  reported  fit  for  duty  to  march  with  the  recovered  meu  of 
the  2d  and  Light  divisions.  On  his  airival  at  Freneda  he  will  report  himself 
for  instructions  regarding  the  disposal  of  the  men  belonging  to  ttie  Light 
division. 

P.S.  Officers  from  Uie  3d,  4th,  and  5th  divisions  will  be  directed  to  proceed  to 
Celorico  to  receive  the  men  of  their  divisions  at  that  station  fit  to  march,  and  those 
which  wiQ  arrive  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

71W  J.a.  f  Limt.  Col  Royai,  Coimbra.  Sd  Feb.  1818. 

I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that  officers  of  each  of  the  following  divisions 
have  been  directed  to  proceed  to  Coimbra  for  the  purpose  of  taking  churge  of  and 
of  marchinff  to  their  divisions  the  men  who  have  been  reported  fit  to  march :  1st, 
3d,  4th,  and  5th  divisions.  A  Captain  of  the  7th  and  subaltern  of  the  6th  division 
will  likewise  be  ordered  to  Coimbra  to  take  charge  of  and  to  march  on  the  route 
to  Celorico  the  men  of  the  following  divisions  reported  fit  to  march :  2d,  6th,  7ih, 
and  Light  divisiuns. 
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T%9  A.O.  to  LUmI,  Gm,  the  Earl  of  Dalkotuu,  7/A  dhisum.  3d  Feb.  ]8ia 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  your  Lordship 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken,  as  follows,  for  Uie  marcn 
of  recovered  men  from  the  several  hospital  stations :  An  officer  to  be  sent  forth- 
with to  Celorico  to  take  charge  of  and  march  to  the  division  the  recovered  men  of 
the  division  now  at  that  station.  A  Captain  from  the  division  to  be  sent  to 
Coimbra  to  take  charge  of  recovered  men  at  that  station  belonging  to  the  2d,  6th, 
7th,  and  Light  divisions ;  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  6th  division  will  assist  him  in 
this  duty,  and  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  him  at  Coimbra.  The  men  of  the  6th 
and  7th  divisions  coming  from  Coimbra  will  of  course  be  left  with  their  divisions ; 
but  the  Captain  of  the  7Ui  division  will  proceed  to  Celorico  with  the  men  of  the  2d 
and  Light  divisions,  and  will  deliver  them  over  to  the  Commandant,  receiving 
from  him  at  the  same  time  the  recovered  men  of  the  6th  and  7tii  divisions,  which 
(it  is  eicpected)  will  have  arrived  from  Viseu  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo  at  Celorico. 

7%«  J,G.  to  Major  Qm,  C,  Jitm,  Light  divimom,  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  am  directed  by  tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  cause  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  Li^ht  division,  attended  by  one  seijeaiit 
and  one  corporal,  to  proceed  to  Ciudad  Rodngo,  and  to  receive  the  whole  of  the 
men  at  that  station  reported  fit  to  march.  Those  belonging  to  the  Light  division 
will  join  their  corps  respectively ;  those  belonging  to  the  2d  division  of  infantry 
are  to  be  left  at  Freneda ;  and  he  will  proceed  with  the  remainder  to  Celorico, 
where  he  will  receive  further  instructions 'from  the  Commandant. 

Th$  A.G,  to  M(4or  Gtn.  the  Horn.  E,  M.  Pahenham,  6th  divinon.  3d  Feb.  1813. 

I  am  directed  to  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  necessary  steps  to 
be  taken,  as  follows,  for  the  march  of  recovered  men  from  the  several  hospital 
stations :  An  officer  to  be  sent  forthwith  to  Celorico  to  take  charge  of  the  men  of 
the  divisions  fit  to  join,  and  to  march  them  to  the  divisions ;  a  subaltern  officer  to 

Eroceed  to  Coimbra  to  assist  in  taking  charge  of  recovered  men  at  that  station 
elonging  to  the  2d,  6th,  7th,  and  Light  divisions ;  at  Coimbra  he  will  report 
himself  to  a  Captain  of  the  7th  division,  who  is  to  proceed  to  that  station  on  tiie 
same  duty. 

The  J.G,  to  the  Officers  commanding  the  Sd,  4th,  and  5th  itivieione,  Sd  Feb.  1813. 

I  hava  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  cause  an  officer  of  the  division  under  your  command  to  proceed  to 
eacn  of  the  hospital  stations  of  Coimbra,  Celorico,  and  Viseu,  to  receive  and  to 
march  to  the  division  men  belonging  to  it  who  have  been  reported  fit  to  march  by 
the  Commandants  of  those  stations  respectively. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Bourke.  Freneda,  4th  Feb.  181S. 

I  beg  that  you  will  send,  of  the  10  guns  expected,  three  9  pounders 
and  three  6  pounders  to  Gen.  Mina,  with  their  ammunition,  which  is,  I 
believe,  50  rounds  for  each  gun,  carried  upon  the  limber,  and  all  the 
equipments  complete ;  and  two  9  pounders  and  two  6  pounders  to  Longa, 
equipped  in  the  same  manner.  Send  an  artilleryman  with  each  equip- 
ment ;  and  request  that  the  artilleryman  may  be  sent  back  to  Coruna  as 
soon  as  he  will  have  shown  how  the  guns,  ^.,  are  to  be  arranged. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Freneda,  4th  Feb.  1813. 

When  1  was  at  Cadiz,  you  will  recollect  that  I  had  some  conversation 
with  Mr,  Gordon,  Mr.  Duff,  and  you,  in  regard  to  a  scheme  for  raising 
money  for  the  use  of  the  army  by  loan.  This  subject  had  long  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  King's  government,  and  at  last  they  gave 
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their  consent  in  letters,  of  which  I  enclose  copies,  marked  A  and  B,  that 
money  should  be  raised  in  this  manner. 

I  considered  their  first  scheme  impracticable,  and  remonstrated  against 
it ;  and  since  Lord  Bathurst  has  been  Sec.  of  State,  I  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  consent  to  an  alteration  of  it  I  enclose  his  letter  upon  the  sub- 
ject, marked  C,  and  likewise  one  of  the  parchment  certificates,  the  copy 
of  a  certificate  on  paper,  showing  the  mode  in  which  the  certificates  will 
be  filled  up,  and  a  memorandum,  showing  the  operation  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  D,  E,  F.  You  will  judge  how  far  these  certificated  will 
answer  for  raising  money  on  loan  at  Cadiz,  with  the  alterations  in  the 
conditions  as  originally  held  out,  marked  in  red  ink  in  the  memorandum.* 

I  must  observe,  however,  that  if  sums  are  to  be  raised  at  Cadiz  on 
these  certificates,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  refer  to  head  quarters 
to  procure  them.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  sending  to  Cadiz  blank 
certificates,  signed  by  me,  and  countersigned  by  the  countersigning 
officers,  which  should  be  filled  up  under  your  au^ority  by  the  persons 
who  should  manage  this  concern  at  Cadiz,  when  any  sum  of  money 
should  be  borrowed ;  but  you  will  observe  that  registers  must  be  kept, 
that  reports  must  be  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  handwritings 
must  be  examined,  &c. :  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary,  I  am  afraid, 
that  we  should  issue  the  certificates  here,  after  we  shall  have  received 
intelligence  from  Cadiz  of  the  sums  being  either  lodged  or  ready  to  be 
lodged  on  account  of  them. 

I  don't  conceive  that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  on  account  of  the 
high  rate  of  interest  at  Cadiz.  It  would  certainly  be  desirable  to  raise 
the  money  at  the  fixed  rate  of  5  per  cent, ;  but  I  shall  have  no  scruple  in 
authorising  the  advance  in  the  way  of  premium  of  any  sum  beyond  the 
interest  of  5  per  cent,  for  the  term  of  the  loan,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
interest  to  that  sum  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  at  Cadiz.  It  is 
desirable,  however,  to  limit  this  sum  to  be  given  as  much  as  possible. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  show  these  papers  to 
Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Duff,  and  any  other  of  your  monied  friends  at  Cadiz, 
and  ascertain  whether  we  can  borrow  any  money  upon  these  certificates. 
I  entirely  agree,  however,  with  every  body  who  has  considered  this  sub- 
ject, that  it  is  infinitely  better  to  obtain  money  upon  bills  than  upon 
loans ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  keep  this  opinion  in  your 
mind  throughout  your  transactions  on  this  subject. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Freneda,  4(h  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  omitted  to  inform  you  that,  since  my  return  here,  I  have  spoken 
to  the  Commissary  Gen.,  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  raising 
our  money  at  Cadiz,  in  case  any  misfortune  should  happen  to  poor  Duff. 
He  concurs  in  opinion  with  you  and  me :  1st ;  that  we  must  employ  some 
merchant  at  Cadiz  in  these  transactions  who  is  well  known  to  the  trade 
of  that  town,  and  of  good  character  among  ourselves :  2dly ;  that  wc 

*  lUmarks  imrtdmJkin  the  Mtmorambtm, 

*  The  turn  of  the  rate  of  interest  may  be  omitted,  and  the  rate  beyond  5  per  cent,  may 
be  paid  in  premium,  to  be  deducted  from  the  principal  when  advanced. 

*  After  '•  at  head  quarten  or  at  Lisbon,*'  insert  «*  or  at  Cadis.*'  * 
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onght  not  to  employ :  and  3dly ;  that  we  ought  not  to  employ 

*  *  *  *,  aecording  to  the  account  you  have  given  of  him.  Either  you 
or  we,  tiierefore,  should  settle  this  matter  with  the  Treasury  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  fear  that  poor  Duff  will  not  long  be  of  this  world;  and  I 
beg  you  will  let  me  know  whether  I  riiall  write  to  Lord  liverpool,  or 
that  you  will. 

To  UuMi  £Sr  W.  G.  B««ifofd,  K3.  TkvMda,  Mi  Feb.  18ldL 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  you  are 

doing  so  well. 

In  regard  to  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  Dom  M.  Forjaz  should 

acquaint  me  with  the  names  of  the  British  officers  on  whom  his  Royal 

Highness  has  conferred  it,  in  o^er  that  1  may  apply  to  the  Prince 

Regent  for  penmssion  for  them  to  accept  it     1  will  llien  settle  about 

their  title. 

Let  me  know,  when  your  clothing  arrives,  where  that  for  each  regiment 

is  to  be  found,  that  I  may  march  them  down  for  it. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  G.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  5di  Feb.  1813. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  serious  complaint  transmitted  to  the  Por- 
tuguese government  by  the  Juiz  de  Font  of  Sabugal,  of  the  conduct  of 

Mr. ,  a  Commissariat  clerk,  which  was  drawn  in  terms  of 

exaggeration,  and  from  which  it  would  appear  that  a  gross  outrage  and 
insult  had  been  committed  to  the  sovereignty  and  dignity  of  H.  R.  H.  the 
Prince  Regent,  which  complaint  was  afterwards  forwarded  by  you  to 
me,  I  directed  that  that  person  should  be  tried  by  a  General  Court  Mar^ 
tial ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  conduct  of  the  Jmz  de  Fora  had 
appeared  to  me  to  be  very  extraordinary  in  dining  and  associating  with 
that  person,  after  he  had  made  so  serious  a  complaint  of  him,  and  in 
afterwards  endeavoring  to  screen  him  from  justice,  I  directed  that  he 
might  be  summoned  to  attend  as  an  evidence  on  the  Court  Martial,  which 
was  assembled  for  his  convenience  in  this  neighbourhood. 

I  enclose  the  report  received  from  the  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  on  his 
conduct,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  did  not  attend,  and  that  he 
said  he  did  not  mean  to  attend  there. 

This  is  not  a  singular  instance  of  similar  conduct  Very  lately,  after 
the  delay  of  a  year,  during  which  an  officer  was  kept  in  arrest  for  an 
insult  to  the  Corregidor  of  Giuirda,  because  the  Corregidor  and  his 
evidences  could  not  be  got  to  attend  the  Court  Martial,  I  had  a  Court 
assembled  at  Mello,  only  4  leagues  from  Guarda,  for  the  trial  of  this  officer, 
and  the  Corregidor  and  his  witnesses  were  summoned  to  attend.  But  they 
did  not  choose  to  attend,  and  the  officer  was  acquitted. 

When  a  complaint  of  the  conduct  of  any  officer  or  soldier  is  made  to 
me,  I  invariably  do  what  is  my  duty ;  which  is,  to  put  the  officer  or  sol- 
dier in  confinement,  and  the  complaint  in  the  course  of  trial.  But  the 
trial  cannot  go  on,  nor  the  complaint  be  substantiated,  unless  the  witnesses 
attend  the  Court  Martial  to  substantiate  their  complaint  on  oath ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that,  although  the  Portuguese  authorities  and  people  are 
ready  enough  to  complain,  they  will  never  come  forward  as  they  ought  to 
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proflecnie,  and  prove  tbe  truth  of  what  they  have  stated  in  their  original 
declaration. 

The  goyemment  will  be  the  best  judges  of  what  ought  to  be  done  with 
ibis  Juiz  de  Font.  For  my  part,  I  had  been  induced  to  recommend  him 
to  the  notice  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent ;  but,  having  obsenred  in  this 
late  instance  how  very  little  anxious  he  is  to  vindicate  what  he  must  have 
considered,  from  his  complaint,  the  injured  honor  and  dignity  of  his 
Sovereign^  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  recommendation ;  and  I  request 
that  the  government  will  suspend  the  publication  of  any  order  which 
may  come  from  Brazil  for  his  promotion,  till  His  Royal  Highness  shall 
have  had  under  his  view  the  circumstance  stated  in  this  letter. 

To  H.  R.  H.  die  Commander  in  Chief.  Freneda,  fttfa  Feb.  1818. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  last  night  your  Royal  Highness'  com- 
mands of  the  11th  Jan.,  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  Dec.;  and  I 
send  this  to  Lisbon  immediately,  in  hopes  that  it  will  be  in  time  for  the 
packet  of  Sunday.  I  have  sent  for  Col.  Elley,  and  will  proceed  imme- 
diately to  draft  the  horses  from  the  weakest  of  the  regiments  of  light  and 
heavy  dragoons ;  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  my  proceedings  on  that 
subject  to  your  Royal  Highness  by  the  next  x>ost 

I  beg  to  inform  your  Royal  Highness  that  the  Sec.  of  State  has  sug- 
gested that  I  should  draft  both  men  and  horses  from  the  2d  hussars  to  the 
1st  hussars ;  whereas  your  Royal  Highness  has  suggested  that  I  should 
draft  horses  only ;  and  I  beg  to  have  orders  upon  this  point 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Freneda,  5^1  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d,  ana,  as  I  told  you  in  my  letter 
of  yesterday,  I  propose  to  write  to  the  Sec.  of  State  respecting  the  rank 
and  tide  of  the  Knights  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive 
the  list  of  them.  They  cannot  accept  the  order,  nor  assume  a  title,  without 
the  permission  of  the  Prince  Regent 

I  received  some  time  ago  an  answer  from  Lord  Bathurst,  enclosing  a 
memorandum  from  the  Duke  of  York,  regarding  your  letter  on  your 
rank.  Neither  was  definitive ;  and  it  was  obvious  to  me  that  the  question 
was  not  understood  in  England :  and  as  you  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  a 
party  interested  in  the  decision,  although  you  have  always  considered  it 
very  fairly,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  send  to  you,  nor  do  I  now  send  to 
you  what  I  received  on  the  subject,  which  consisted  in  a  private  letter 
from  Lord  Bathurst,  enclosing  a  memorandum  from  the  Duke  of  York. 

I  enclose  you  my  answer  to  Lord  Bathurst,  from  which  you  will  see 
the  description  of  argument  contained  in  the  memorandum.  The  letter 
contained  nothing  but  expressions  of  apprehension  (equally  noticed  in 
the  memorandum)  that  the  British  Lieutenant  Generals  senior  to  you  in 
the  army  would  not  serve,  if  this  point  were  decided  in  your  favor.  I 
could  say  nothing  upon  this  point,  tiiough  I  take  the  notion  of  the  gen- 
tiemen  at  home  to  be  very  erroneous  upon  it ;  and  you  will  see  that  the 
course  of  my  reasoning  on  the  question  must  leave  this  point  entirely  out 
of  consideration.  I  will  show  you  these  letters  when  we  meet,  whatever 
may  be  the  decision ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  but  justice  to  Lord  Bathurst 
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to  tell  you  diat  he  concludes  his  letter  by  saying  that  in  his  opinion  the 
reasoning  is  entirely  in  your  favor. 

You  will  see  that  I  have  put  the  question  in  my  letter  on  the  ground  on 
which  you  wished  yourself  to  place  it ;  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  decide 
it  against  you.  If  it  is  decided  against  you,  it  must  be  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Portuguese  government^  to  which  you  must  always  be  a 
party. 

In  whatever  way  it  may  be  decided,  I  recommend  to  you  not  to  be  in- 
duced to  resign.  What  we  have  here  is  the  army.  You  cannot  be  in  any 
other  than  a  distinguished  situation,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  which 
the  government  may  come  to ;  and  1  earnestly  recommend  to  you  not  to 
relinquish  it  However,  there  is  no  occasion  for  being  in  a  hurry  to 
decide.  I  only  beg  that  you  will  not  decide  upon  relinquishing  the  com- 
mand before  you  shall  know  what  the  decision  is,  and  the  mode  in  which 
it  is  brought  about. 

You  will  see,  from  the  course  of  the  reasoning  in  my  letter,  which  I 
enclose,  that  the  Duke's  memorandum  goes  to  charge  me  with  a  prefer- 
ence founded  on  partiality,  to  which  part  of  my  letter  is  a  reply. 

P.S.  Pray  return  the  enclosed  when  you   shall  have  read  it     Our 

friend —  has  evidently  spoken  to  your  friends  as  loosely  on  this 

subject  as  he  does  on  others.     There  is  positively  no  decision  upon  it 

TU  A,  G.  to  Mqjor  Qtn,  tkt  Horn  E,  M.  PaAtnham,  6/A  divitkm.  5th  Feb.  1813. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  warrant  from  tlie  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces,  appointing  you  to  be  riesident  of  a  General  Court  Martial 
ordered  (by  the  G.  O.  of  this  day)  to  assemble  on  the  15th  inst  at  Cea,  for  the 
trial  of  such  prisoners  as  may  be  brought  before  it :  but  as  unforeseen  circum- 
stances may  arise  to  prevent  the  assembly  of  the  Court  on  the  appointed  day,  the 
date  of  the  assembly  has  been  left  blank  in  the  enclosed  warrant ;  and  I  am  to 
requett  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  blank  to  be  filled  up  when  the  Court 
will  assemble.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  a  warrant  for  the  appointment 
of  an  Actine  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  at  the  same  General  Court  Martial ;  a  blank 
has  been  left  for  the  name,  which  blank  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  fill  up 
with  the  name  of  such  person  as  you  may  judge  eligible  to  perform  that  duty. 
The  Dep.  Ju^e  Advocate  General  at  head  quarters  will  communicate  with  the 
Acting  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  upon  all  points  relating  to  matters  which  will  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Court 

7^  J,G,  to  Litut,  Qtn.  tht  Earl  of  DathomUf  7/A  dUnskm.  5th  Feb.  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ult,  and  its  enclosure  from  Lieut.  Col.  Kelly,  commanding  the  3d 
provisional  battalion,  stating  the  difficulties  under  which  he  labors  regarding  the 
mode  in  which  the  regiments  composing  the  provisional  battalion  are  to  muster, 
draw  pay,  and  settle  their  accounts  with  their  agents,  I  have  been  directed  by  his 
Excellency  to  return  your  Lordship  the  following  answer,  for  the  information  of 
Lieut  Col.  Kelly.  His  Excellency,  after  having  perused  the  letters  of  your  Lord- 
ship and  Lieut  Col.  Kelly,  acknowledges  that  it  appears  to  him  there  ought  to  be 
no  difficulty  on  the  subjects  in  question,  under  the  G.  O.  of  the  6th  Dec.  1812. 
By  reference  to  No.  30  of  the  G.  O.  of  that  date,  the  4  companies  of  the  58th 
regt  remaining  in  this  country  are  a  detachment  firom  the  2d  batt.  of  that  regt, 
the  head  quarters  of  which  are  at  home.  The  musters  and  returns  of  these  com- 
panies are  to  be  made,  and  their  pay  to  be  drawn  from  the  Paymaster  Gen.,  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  pointed  out  in  His  Majesty's  Regulations  for  a  detachment 
from  any  battalion  whatever.  The  Staff  officers  of  the  2d  batt  24th  regt.  are, 
wider  tlie  27th  No.  of  the  G.  O.  of  the  6th  Dec.  1812,  to  perform  the  duties  of 
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the  3d  provisional  battalion ;  but  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Paymaster  of  the 
24th  regt  to  draw  the  pay  of  the  companies  of  the  2d  batt  58th  regt.  under  the 
G.  O.,  nor  of  the  Adjutant  of  the  2d  batt.  24th  reet.  to  make  those  returns  of  the 
companies  of  the  2d  batt.  which  they  are  obliged  to  make,  as  being  detached 
from  the  head  quarters  of  the  battalion.  All  that  he  has  to  do  is  to  make  out 
those  returns  of  the  2d  batt  58th  regt  which  must  be  made  of  them  as  forming  a 
part  of  the  3d  proyisioual  bftttalion.  If  Lieut.  CoL  Kelly  and  Capt  Stone  will 
read  His  Majesty's  Regulations,  thev  will  experience  no  difficulty  in  the  execution 
of  any  part  of  this  arrangement.  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  add  that  he  has 
nothing  to  say  to  the  insi&ciency  found  by  Lieut  CoL  Kelly  in  his  allowance  for 
stationery. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C  Beredord,  K.&  Fisneda,  6(h  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  this  evening,  regarding  D'Urban 
going  to  Lisbon.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  there  is  no  foundation  for 
the  notion  and  report  that  you  are  to  be  recalled ;  and  you  will  probably 
be  of  the  same  opinion  wben  you  shall  have  read  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  you  last  night,  and  its  enclosure.  I  detain  the  letter  to  D'Urban, 
therefore,  till  I  shall  hear  further  from  you,  as  it  would  be  unfortunate 
if  he  were  disturbed  just  now,  unless  his  presence  should  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  you. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  Hamilton's  promotion,  and  I  beg  you  to 
congratulate  him  from  me. 

I  beg  you  will  make  the  exchange  of  the  11th  for  the  12th  ca9adores 
when  you  please.     I  shall  announce  it  to  the  division. 

I  hope  the  account  of  your  brother's  action  is  true.  I  have  been  very 
uneasy  about  the  American  naval  successes.  I  think  we  should  have 
peace  with  America  before  the  season  for  opening  the  campaign  in  Canada, 
if  we  could  take  one  or  two  of  these  d^d  frigates. 

To  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  Commiatary  General.  Freneda,  6th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  and  its  enclosures  from  Sir  C.  Stuart  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  com  in  Egypt.  It  would  have  been  better,  certainly,  if  the 
com  could  have  been  got  for  the  barter  of  military  stores;  but,  as  it 
could  not  be  procured  in  this  manner,  it  is  worth  having  for  money  at  a 
cheap  rate,  particularly  if  the  money  is  not  to  be  advanced  immediately 
from  our  military  chest.  You  had  better  correspond  immediately  widi 
the  authorities  at  Malta  about  paying  for  this  com.  Retum  Sir  C.  Stuart's 
letter ;  and,  as  you  are  at  Lbbon,  communicate  with  him  on  this  subject. 

P.S.  Pray  make  arrangements  for  giving  the  Portuguese  govemment 
200,000  dollars,  either  in  money  or  paper,  in  this  month  of  February. 

To  Majcn-  Geu.  the  Hod.  G.  Anson.  Fieoeda,  6th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  this  moming.  I  am  sorry  that 
you  think  of  leaving  us ;  but  I  will  by  the  first  post  make  the  application 
which  you  are  desiroiis  should  be  made  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  give  you 
employment  on  the  Home  staff. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  F^reneda,  6di  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  some  English  and  French  gazettes  of  the  20th  Jan.  It  is  re- 
ported in  London  that  the  Prussian  states  are  about  to  follow  the  example 
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of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  nominate  a  Regency  for  the  government  of  the 
Kingdom  as  long  as  the  King  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  French.  This 
intelligence,  if  true,  gives  the  solution  of  the  terms  of  Gen.  Yorck's 
iconvention. 

I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day  respecting  borrowing  money  at  Cadiz  r 
but  the  enclosures  are  not  ready,  and  the  letter  will  not  go  by  this  post. 

To  Hit  Bseellaicy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Frenada,  6tfa  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  regarding  the  purchase  of  com  in 
Egypt,  and  I  entirely  concur  with  you  that  the  com  is  worth  having  at  a 
cheap  rate,  even  though  it  is  to  be  paid  for  in  money ;  particularly  if  the 
money  is  not  to  go  immediately  out  of  our  military  chest  Sir  R.  Ken- 
nedy is  at  Lisbon,  and  I  have  requested  him  to  communicate  with  you 
upon  this  subject,  and  with  the  authorities  at  Malta  respecting  payment 
for  the  com. 

I  have  likewise  desired  him  to  make  arrangements  to  pay  the  Portuguese 
govemment  200,000  dollars  in  the  course  of  February,  1813. 

TAt  A.Q.  to  Mqfor  Gm,  tk$  Him.  C.  CohUk,  3d  dimakm,  6di  Feb.  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  covering  an  application  for  leave  of 
absence  for  3  months  to  Lieut  Col.  Forbes,  45th  regt,  to  proceed  to  England  on 
private  affiurs,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  signify  to 
you  that  he  grants  the  leave  required,  but  that  he  give^i  it  very  unwillin^y,  and 
desires  that  no  application  may  be  made  for  a  renewal. 

To  Lient  Gen.  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal.  Freneda,  7tfa  Feb.  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  this  morning ;  and  I  enclose  you  the 
copy  of  one  which  I  have  written  to  the  Minister  at  War  on  the  subjects 
to  which  it  relates,  which  I  hope  will  tend  to  remove  the  real  inconve- 
niences which  you  detail.  I  request  you  to  report  in  detail  the  names  and 
the  particular  neglects  and  omissions  of  which  any  of  the  employes  in 
Seville  and  Cordova  may  have  been  guilty ;  in  order  that  I  may  have 
them  punished  by  the  govemment 

We  shall  never  do  any  good  unless  we  punish  those  who  neglect  their 
duty. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Fkeneda,  7th  Feb.  1813. 

As  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  has  not  yet  arrived  at  head  quarters,  I  have 
delayed  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  your  Excellency  several  mat- 
ters which  require  the  decision  of  govemment ;  but  I  consider  the  en» 
closed  letter,  which  I  received  this  morning  from  G^n.  the  Conde  de  la 
Bisbal,  to  be  so  important,  that  1  do  not  delay  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
upon  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  draft  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  the 
Conde  de  la  Bisbal  on  the  9th  Jan.,  from  which  you  will  perceive 
what  orders  I  gave  to  the  General  officers  commanding  the  several  armies, 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  Jan., 
and  the  intentions  of  the  govemment  as  communicated  to  me  by  your 
letter  of  the  8th  Jan. 

1  am  concerned  to  observe,  however,  that  the  government  have  omitted 
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to  give  corresponding  orders  to  the  several  Intendants  of  tbe  provinces ; 
consequently,  that  it  is  not  understood  by  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces 
to  which  of  the  armies  the  resources  of  those  provinces  are  to  be  allotted ; 
nor  the  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  the  Intendants  General  of  the 
armies  under  the  decree  of  the  Cortes ;  nor  the  proportion  of  the  resources 
of  the  provinces  allotted  by  the  government  under  their  letter  to  me  of 
the  8th  Jan.,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  support  of  the  armies  under 
the  responsibility  of  the  Greneral  commanding  the  army,  according  to  the 
11th  article  of  the  decree  of  the  Cortes.  Accordingly,  I  request  your 
Excellency  to  urge  the  government : 

Ist;  To  inform  the  Intendant  of  each  province  of  the  marching  of  the 
army  to  the  support  of  which  the  resources  of  the  province  are  to  be 
allotted  under  the  arrangement  made  with  me  by  the  government 

2dly ;  To  acquaint  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces  of  the  relation  in 
which  they  stand  with  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army  which  the  re- 
sources of  the  province  under  their  charge  are  destined  to  support 

3dly ;  To  acquaint  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces  that  they  are  to  hold 
at  the  disposition  of  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army,  and  of  the  Gene- 
ral of  the  army  to  be  supported  from  the  resources  of  the  provinces,  nine 
tenths  of  those  resources,  according  to  the  intention  announced  by  the 
government  in  their  letter  to  me  of  the  8th  Jan. 

These  general  instructions  to  all  the  Intendants  will  remove  the  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassments  adverted  to  by  the  Intendant  of  Cordova  in 
his  letter  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  in  consequence  of  the  calls  of  the 
3d  army ;  but  as  soon  as  I  shall  learn  from  your  Excellency  that  the 
orders  above  referred  to  have  been  given,  I  shall  give  orders  to  the 
Duque  del  Parque  to  recall  hb  detachments  of  the  3d  army  from  the  king- 
dom of  Cordova,  and  to  cease  making  requisitions  upon  that  kingdom. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  government  will  give  these  orders  without 
loss  of  time,  in  conformity  with  the  decree  of  the  Cortes,  and  with  the 
arrangement  which  they  made  with  me  when  I  was  at  Cadiz. 

In  regard  to  other  points  in  the  letter  from  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  I 
have  already  written  to  you  on  the  26th  Jan.  to  urge  the  appointment  of 
Senor  Laborda,  the  gentleman  recommended  by  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal 
to  be  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army  of  reserve  under  his  orders. 
There  can  be  no  individual  in  the  Kingdom  more  interested  than  the 
General  of  an  army  that  the  Intendant  General  of  the  same  should  be  one 
capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  his  situation;  and  I  earnestly  urge 
the  government  not  to  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  refusing 
to  attend  to  the  recommendation  of  a  General  officer  of  a  fit  person  to  fill 
an  office  of  such  importance. 

I  have  requested  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  in  my  answer  to  his  letter  of 
the  30th  Jan.,  to  specify  the  names  of  some  of  those  of  whose  conduct  he 
thinks  he  has  reason  to  complain,  on  account  of  their  slowness  or  apathy 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty ;  and  when  he  shall  do  so,  I  will  lay 
those  names  before  the  government,  in  hopes  that  the  persons  may  be 
punished  as  their  faults  shall  deserve. 

I  now  come  to  a  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  which  I 
acknowledge  has  given  me  considerable  concern;  viz.,  that  part  stating 
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that  Gen.  Abodia,  who  commands  a  division  of  the  army  of  reserve,  has 
been  ordered  to  Cadiz  by  the  government. 

In  repeated  conversations,  and  by  letter,  I  conceived  that  I  had  come 
to  a  clear  understanding  with  the  government,  that  their  orders  to  their 
army,  and  to  every  part  of  their  army,  were  to  be  conveyed  through  me ; 
and  that  the  reports  from  their  army  were  to  reach  them  in  the  same 
channel. 

Not  only  the  orders  to  Gen.  Abadia  to  go  to  Cadiz  have  not  gone 
through  me,  but  1  was  not  even  informed  of  such  a  circumstance ;  and 
this  General  officer,  contrary  to  all  military  rule,  and  to  the  particular 
arrangement  made  with  me,  has  been  taken  from  the  command  of  his 
division  without  my  knowledge,  or  that  of  his  immediate  superior.  It  is 
by  practices  of  this  kind  that  the  Spanish  army  has  been  brought  to  the 
state  in  which  all  Europe  laments  to  see  it 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  noticing  this  point,  because  it  Is  not  the 
single  instance  in  which  the  government  have  departed  from  die  arrange* 
ment  made  with  me  since  the  arrangement  has  been  made,  upon  which  I 
intended  to  address  them  as  soon  as  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  should  arrive. 

I  shall  now  say  no  more  upon  this  or  any  other  instance  which  has 
hitherto  come  to  my  knowledge,  hoping,  that  as  the  government  must  be 
convinced  that  I  required  that  these  arrangements  should  be  made,  in 
order  that  I  might  exercise  the  command  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
me  with  advantage  to  the  public,  they  will  adhere  to  them  in  the  same 
spirit  and  the  same  views  with  which  they  adopted  them ;  and  that  as  I 
am  to  be  responsible  for  their  military  concerns,  they  will  leave  to  me  the 
management  of  them. 

I  hope  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  now  to  protest,  fifter  the  repeated 
interviews  I  had  with  the  government,  that  they  will  always  find  me  dis- 
posed to  concur  with  them  in  any  measure  they  may  think  proper  to  pro- 
pose for  the  support  or  for  the  convenience  or  honor  of  the  government. 

TTu  j4.0,  to  McQwr  APPktrton,  Toum  Major,  Lubon,  7th  Feb.  1813. 

Having  referred  to  the  D.  Q.  M.  G.  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult,  regarding  the 
allowance  of  forage  to  which  you  are  entitled  as  Town  Major  of  Lisbon,  I  have 
been  informed  by  him  that  the  Town  Major  of  Lisbon  is  entitled  to  draw  forage 
as  an  Assistant  in  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  or  Q.  M.  Gen.'s  department 

I%$  J.G,  to  Cojia.  Daahwood,  D^^.G,,  6M  dinmn.  8tfa  Feb.  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5  th  inst,  covering  an  application  for  leave  of 

absence  to  Ensign  and  Adj. ,  —  regt,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you 

that  having  submitted  thb  application  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  his  Ex> 
cellency  was  pleased  to  remark,  *  That  of  all  others  a  Staff  officer  can  never  have 
leave  of  absence.* 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  9th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Pakenham  regarding  Capt  Mackworth.  Let 
me  know  exactly  what  you  wish  should  be  done  respecting  Capt  Mack- 
worth. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  C.  Colville.  Freneda,  9th  Feb.  1813. 

It  appearing  that  the  sentence  of  the  enclosed  Court  Martial  is,  at  pre- 
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aent,  in  part  illegal,  hy  exceeding  the  powers  given  by  the  Mutiny  Act 
to  the  Court,  I  return  the  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  revision. 

67  the  20th  section  of  the  Act,  upon  which  this  sentence  must  be 
founded,  the  Court  is  enabled  to  sentence  a  deserter  to  any  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing three  distinct  punishments : 

I  St;  *  To  service  in  such  country,  or  place,  or  places  abroad,  or  other- 
wise, and  in  such  regiment,  or  regiments,  or  corps,  as  His  Majesty  shall 
please  to  direct'    That  is,  to  general  service. 

2dly ;  *  To  service  for  life  as  a  soldier.' 

3dly ;  *  To  service  for  any  term  of  years  beyond  the  period  for  which 
such  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shdl  have  enlisted,  and  to  a 
forfeiture  of  all,  or  any  part,  of  the  benefit  or  advantage,  as  to  increase  of 
pay,  or  as  to  pension,  or  discharge,  which  might  otherwise  have  accrued 
to  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  from  the  length  or  nature  of 
the  service.* 

But  the  Court  is  not  authorised  to  pass  the  cumulative  sentence  of  any 
twOy  or  more,  of  these  three  distinct  punishments,  which  in  this  case  it  hat 
done,  namely,  general  service^  and  for  life. 

By  the  6th  section,  the  marking  with  the  letter  D,  as  described  there, 
may  be  added  to  any  one  of  the  former  three  punishments. 

Vu  J,Q.  to  Ueyt.  CoL  D'Ofy,  Aui,0.,  7M  diMtm.  9lh  Feb.  1818. 

Having  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 
letter  of  Uie  7th  inst  and  enclosures  (herewith  returned),  conveying  an  application 

from  Capt ,  —  regt,  to  proceed  to  Lisbon  on  leave  of  absence  for  2  months, 

I  have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  return  the  following  answer,  which  it 

fiven  in  his  own  words :  *  I  wish  officers  would  recollect  that  they  have  public 
uties  to  perform,  and  not  put  me  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  reminding  them 
of  them  by  making  these  requests.' 

Tlu  A,0.  to  Major  Gm,  P^cocke,  LUbom,  9lh  Feb.  1813. 

On  the  arrival  at  Coimbra  of  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Capt , 

of  the  40th  regt«,  which  had  marched  from  Belem  on  the  30th  Dec.  1812,  it  was 
ascertained  that  almost  every  man  had  made  away  with  several  articles  of  neces- 
saries, and  that  a  proportion  of  the  ammunition  and  field  equipnients  in  possession 
of  the  soldiers  were  also  deficient.  A  list  of  deficiencies  of  this  detachment  having 
been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Commandant  of  the  hospital  station  at  Coimbra, 
I  conceived  it  to  be  mv  dtity  to  lav  it  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  and 
his  Excellency,  conceiving  that  deficiencies  to  such  an  extent  could  only  have 
occurred  in  consequence  of  neglect  of  the  G.  O.  relating  to  the  march  of  detach- 
ments, was  pleased  to  direct  that  Capt should  be  placed  under  arrest    This 

was  done  accordiuffly,  and  Capt. ,  in  his  justification,  has  addressed  a  letter 

to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  G.  L.  Cole,  which  having  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the 
Lieut  General,  has  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces,  who  has  directed  me  to  forward  it  to  you.  His  Excellency  desires  that 
you  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  Capt  Brown,  Commandant  of 
detachnients  at  Belem,  and  that  you  will  call  upon  him  for  a  deteiled  stetement 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  detachment  in  question  marched  from  that 
station,  in  which  he  will  particularly  notice  whether  Capt was  put  in  pos- 
session of  ^e  whole  of  the  G.  O.  issued  tVom  time  to  time  relating  to  oetachments 
on  the  march ;  and  as  Capt.  ■  asserts  that  the  men  of  his  detechment  were 
deficient  in  several  articles  of  necessaries  on  marching  from  Belem,  a  list  of  which 
is  annexed  to  his  letter,  the  Commandant  of  detechmcnts  at  Belem  will  transmit 
with  his  stetement  a  list  of  the  articles  of  necessaries  and  field  equipmenU  which 
each  man  had  in  his  possession  when  the  detachment  marched  off  from  Belem. 
The  statement  of  Capt  Brown,  and  the  list  of  necessaries  and  field  equipments, 
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you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces,  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  Beraford,  K.B.  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  still  without  intelligence  of 
your  brother.  In  regard  to  your  clothing,  I  wish  you  would  let  me  know 
here  where  it  will  be,  and  at  what  time  for  each  brigade,  &c.,  including 
Hamilton's,  in  order  that  we  may  send  these  troops  from  hence  to  move 
towards  it. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  lOth  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  only  just  now  received  your  letter  of  the  7th.  I  have  no  idea 
of  the  enemy  coming  to  Plasencia ;  and  if  they  do,  one  would  believe 
that  it  would  be  in  force,  but  of  this  you  must  be  the  best  judge  on  the 
spot ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  understand  that  I  wish  you  to  prevent  them 
from  plundering  Plasencia,  if  you  can  do  it  with  safety  to  the  troops 
under  your  command:  you  must  therefore  secure  a  passage  over  the 
Alagon. 

To  Col.  the  Hon.  R.  W.  O'Callagfaan.  Freneda,  10th  F^  1813. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which 

you  were  President,  on  the  trial  of ,  of  the  —  regt,  and  the 

letter  which  you  have  written  to  me,  recommending  that  soldier  to  mercy 
by  the  desire  of  the  Court. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Court  don't  afford  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  this 
soldier  deserted;  and  having  deserted,  served  in  the  enemy's  ranks. 
Indeed,  if  he  had  not  so  served,  he  could  not,  from  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  action,  have  been  taken  in  the  battle  of  Salamanca.  After 
being  taken,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  conceal  himself,  and 
denied  all  knowledge  of  his  comrade  of  the  —  regt.,  who  happened  to  be 
in  the  hospital  at  Santarem,  and  recognised  him.  These  facts,  all  proving 
his  guilt,  are  perfectly  known,  at  least  to  the  regiment  to  which  this  sol- 
dier belongs ;  and  yet  the  Court  Martial,  having  found  him  guilty,  and 
passed  a  sentence  of  death,  have  recommended  that  I  should  pardon  him. 

The  foundation  of  this  recommendation  must  be,  his  former  good  cha- 
racter ;  and  the  excuse  made  for  his  desertion  from  his  regiment,  in  the 
severity  of  the  officer  commanding  his  company.  In  respect  to  the 
former  ground,  it  ought  to  have  its  effect,  if  the  evidence  was  not  clear 
that  the  crime  of  which  the  prisoner  was  accused  was  committed  to  its 
fullest  extent.  In  respect  to  the  latter,  it' really  affords  no  ground  for 
pardoning  this  soldier.  If  his  officer  had  been  severe,  he  had  means  of 
redress ;  and^  indeed,  it  appears  by  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court 
Martial,  that  this  officer  had  been  reprimanded  by  the  Commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  for  his  severity.  But  whether  he  had  or  not,  the  severity 
of  an  officer  can  never  be  admitted  to  afford  grounds  for  pardonhig  a 
soldier  convicted  of  desertion  to,  and  of  serving  with,  the  enemy. 

I  wish,  therefore,  the  Court  to  reconsider  their  recommendation  of  this 
soldier  for  mercy  ;  and  particularly  to  consider  the  task  which  they  throw 
upon  me,  whose  duty  it  is  to  uphold  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the 
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army,  by  forwarding  such  a  recommendation  upon  such  a  case.  If  they 
persist  in  making  it,  I  shall  certainly  attend  to  it ;  but  I  must  say,  that 

this   case  of is  the  most   clearly  proved   of  any  that  has 

yet  come  before  me  of  premeditated  and  almost  undenied  desertion  to  the 
enemy,  and  of  subsequent  service  in  his  ranks ;  and  that  it  does  become 
necessary,  for  the  sake  of  example,  that  General  Courts  Martial  should 
take  serious  notice  of  a  crime  of  this  description,  so  proved,  in  an  army 
in  which,  among  other  crimes,  desertion  is  so  prevalent. 

To  Miqor  Geaa.  Baron  Bock,  K.G.L.*  Freneda,  lOth  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  and  you  will  see  by  the 
letters  which  Col.  de  Lancey  will  have  sent  you,  which  are  copies  of  those 
I  wrote  to  Sir  S.  Cotton  last  year  on  the  subject  of  mules  for  the  portable 
forges,  that  you  and  I  don't  differ  materially  in  respect  to  the  carriage 
of  those  machines  by  mules,  instead  of  horses.  All  that  I  desire  is,  when 
I  give  a  mule  to  carry  a  forge,  to  have  a  horse  in  the  ranks. 

I  can't  consent,  however,  to  hire  mules  for  this  service.  The  hire  of  a 
mule  is  a  dollar  a  day,  besides  his  food ;  and  the  forges  of  a  regiment 
would  require  12.  The  expense  of  the  establishment  would  be  too  great ; 
and  the  inconvenience  of  furnishing  nearly  300  mules  for  this  service, 
besides  for  all  the  others  for  which  the  cavalry  require  mules,  would  be 
so  great,  as  not  to  be  compensated  by  the  convenience  of  having  the 
portable  forges.  If,  therefore,  the  purchase  of  mules  will  not  answer, 
I  must  revert  to  the  forge  cart. 

I  should  think,  however,  that  the  business  of  saddling  and  loading  a 
mule  with  a  forge  is  not  a  trade  of  such  intricacy  that  our  dragoons  can't 
learn  it;  and  if  pains  are  taken  to  teach  it  to  them,  and  care  is  taken  that 
they  do  as  they  are  taught,  that  they  take  care  of  these  mules,  and  above 
all  don't  load  them  with  women,  and  with  bagga^  besides  forges,  I  shall 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  up  this  useful  establishment,  in  order 
to  resume  the  forge  cart 

I  wish  you  would  send  Cathcart  over  here  with  the  states  of  the  ac- 
coutrements and  horse  appointments  of  the  cavalry  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  the  Conde  de  Villarieso.  Freneda,  lOtb  Feb.  1813. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday  the  letter  which  your  Excel- 
lency did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me  from  Cordova  (without  date), 
enclosing  the  copy  of  one  to  the  Regency  of  the  25th  Jan.  last.  I  have 
perused  the  letter  with  the  attention  which  every  thing  deserves  which 
comes  from  your  Excellency,  and  I  am  much  concerned  that  your  Excel- 
lency should  have  been  placed  at  Madrid  in  a  situation  which  was  dis- 
agreeable to  your  feelings ;  and  that  you  should  be  still  more  displeased 
with  the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  Jan.  1813. 

Your  Excellency  must .  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  decrees  of  the 
Cortes.  Neither  the  government,  nor  an  individual  like  myself,  has  any 
thing  to  say  to  them,  excepting  to  obey  them ;  and  much  as  I  lament  that 
the  decree  to  which  you  have  adverted  has  been  disagreeable  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's feelings,  it  is  not  my  duty  to  justify  its  provisions ;  and  if  it 

*  Commanding  ihe  cavalry. 
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were,  the  representation  which  your  Excellency's  letter  contains  of  the 
disagreeable  situation  in  which  your  Excellency  found  yourself  at  Madrid, 
would  afford  ample  topics  for  that  purpose. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  in  my  power  in  any  manner  to  forward  your 
Excellency's  views,  or  to  give  scope  to  the  exercise  of  your  Excellency's 
zeal  for  the  cause  of  your  country,  I  shall  be  very  happy. 

To  the  RL  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wdletley,  K.B.  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  I  don't  exactly  recollect 
whether  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st,  in  which  you  enclosed  the  copy 
of  your  dispatch  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  before  or  after  I  had  written  to 
Lord  Bathurst  mine  of  the  27th  Jan. ;  I  rather  think  afler,  because  if  I 
had  received  it  before,  I  should  have  taken  more  pains  to  show  that  what 
I  had  proposed  to  the  Spanish  government  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
constitution. 

The  truth  is,  that  I  always  suspected  that  the  discussion  on  this  subject, 
having  once  begun,  would  not  be  confined  to  the  Spanish  newspapers. 
Our  newspapers  have  already  got  hold  of  it ;  and  if  Cobbett  takes  it  up, 
it  is  not  unlikely  to  get  into  Parliament :  I  wish,  therefore,  to  acquaint 
Lord  Bathurst  with  my  view  of  the  question,  that  Ministers  might  be  pre- 
pared to  state  it  in  Parliament. 

It  is  unlucky  that  you  and  I  have  taken  a  different  view  of  the  subject ; 
but  if  it  is  to  come  into  Parliament  in  any  way,  it  is  most  fortunate  that 
I  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  as  I  did,  as  now,  of  course,  the  Ministers  will 
not  grant  your  letter  if  it  should  be  called  for. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  your  view  of  the  subject  is  erroneous.  1st ; 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  constitution  bearing  upon  the  subject  2dly ; 
Mexia  and  La  Vega,  in  their  conference  with  me,  the  former  particularly, 
acknowledged  that  ther^  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  in 
what  I  had  proposed.  3dly ;  The  practice  in  Cadiz  itself,  under  the  eyes 
of  the  Cortes,  is  exactly  in  conformity  with  what  I  proposed.  And, 
4thly;  If  I  am  not  misinformed,  the  Cortes  refused,  not  a  fortnight 
before  I  went  to  Cadiz,  to  divide  the  civil  and  military  powers  in 
America. 

Of  course  we  must  be  unpopular  in  Cadiz  if  we  allow  such  blockheads 

as ' to  write  letters  in  the  name  of  the  government,  and  to 

pledge  the  authority  of  his  government  to  treaties  with  the  American 
colonies ;  and  if  we  act  in  relation  to  Spanish  America  on  the  principle 
of  smuggling  merchants,  instead  of  as  a  great  nation,  we  must  be  un- 
popular. But  so  far  from  being  unpopular  in  Spain,  or  that  any  thing  I 
have  done  is  unpopular,  there  is  not  an  authority  in  the  country  of  any 
description,  whether  civil  or  military,  that  has  not  written  to  congratulate 
me,  and  express  their  satisfaction  at  my  appointment. 

I  have  written  to  the  government  respecting  their  omission  to  give 
orders  respecting  the  Intendants. 

I  believe  Doyle  ought  to  be  paid  as  a  Spanish  General,  as  well  as  the 
others. 

I  have  written  to  you  respecting  Costello,  and  have  sent  you  the  papers 
regarding  loans. 
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To  the  CommiMionert  of  Traniports.  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

Ck)mte  Reille,  who  has  succeeded  Gen.  Drouet  in  the  command  of  the 
French  army  (called)  of  Portugal,  having  allowed  Cornet  Thummel  of 
the  2d  hussars,  K.6.L.,  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  15th  Nov.,  at 
Salamanca,  to  return  to  the  British  army,  I  shall  he  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  send  to  France  in  exchange  for  him  M.  Pierre  Tallandier, 
fiOUS'lieutenant  de  la  garde  ImpdrkUe. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  Mr.  Arscott,  Paymaster 
of  the  3d  dragoon  guards,  and  Lieut  Shaw,  acting  Paymaster  of  the  4th 
dragoon  guards,  to  whom  my  letter  of  the  1st  ult.  referred,  have  returned 
to  the  British  army. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Fmieda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

Lieut  Col.  EUey,  the  A.  A.  G.  of  the  cavalry,  has  not  been  able  to  come 
to  me  as  I  had  expected ;  but  I  have  had  the  returns  made  out,  which  I 
enclose,  that  will  show  the  exact  state  of  the  cavalry  in  men  and  horses  at 
the  present  moment,  upon  which  I  have  founded  the  measures  that  I  pro- 
pose to  adopt  to  carry  into  execution  your  Royal  Highness'  orders  to  draft 
certain  regiments  to  complete  others  in  horses. 

No.  1  is  the  state  of  l^e  cavalry  according  to  the  last  morning  state 
received,  with  the  exception  of  the  brigade  of  Household  troops,  and  those 
detachments  of  the  English  hussars  which,  I  am  informed,  have  arrived 
at  Lisbon. 

No.  2  is  the  state  of  the  same  regiments,  showing  the  number  of  men 
to  be  moimted,  and  the  number  of  horses  in  each. 

It  is  more  inconvenient  to  have  too  many  horses  in  a  regiment  than  it 
is  to  have  too  few.  The  11th  light  dragoons,  for  instance,  have  45  horses 
more  than  they  can  mount ;  and  the  consequence  of  leaving  those  horses 
in  their  possession  would  be,  that  45  mounted  men,  who  would  otherwise 
be  in  the  ranks,  must  be  left  out  of  the  ranks  to  lead  them. 

In  order  to  avoid  this  surplus  of  horses,  I  have  calculated  that  every 
man  present  for  duty  and  on  command  must  have  a  horse.  I  am  aware 
that  some  of  the  latter  have  not  each  a  horse,  such  as  those  men  attending 
upon  the  depots  of  sick  horses,  attending  at  the  depdt  at  Belem  to  take 
charge  of  horses  expected  from  England,  b&tmen  to  General  and  Staflf 
officers,  and  men  attending  upon  wounded  and  sick  officers  sent  to  the 
rear.  But  on  the  other  hand  some  of  the  sick  present  are  not  so  ill  as 
that  they  cannot  ride ;  and  it  appears  to  me  upon  the  whole  that  the 
nearest  approximation  to  the  demand  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for  horses 
is  to  calculate  upon  one  for  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
present,  and  fit  for  duty,  and  on  command.  I  calculate  the  sick  horses 
present  and  absent  in  the  number  to  supply  the  demand ;  because  these 
require  the  attendance,  if  not  of  a  man  for  each  horse,  at  least  of  one 
for  two. 

According  to  this  calculation  your  Royal  Highness  will  see,  by  return 
No.  2,  that  we  have  6245  men  to  be  mounted,  and  5175  horses;  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  1070  horses. 

1  propose  to  draft  horses  from  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  which  have  341 
men  to  be  mounted ;  the  9th  light  dragoons,  which  have  370  men  to  be 
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mounted,  and  the  13th  light  dragoons,  which  have  415  men  to  be  mounted, 
which  will  make  a  total  of  1126  men.  This  will  reduce  the  number  of 
men  to  be  mounted  from  6245  to  5119.  This  number  of  men  will  be 
provided  with  5175  horses. 

I  wait  your  Royal  Highness*  order  to  draft  the  2d  hussars,  K.  G.  L. ; 
whether  to  draft  both  men  and  horses,  or  horses  only. 

I  enclose  Nos.  3  and  4,  the  states  of  the  Household  troops,  made  out  on 
the  same  principle  with  those  of  the  other  regiments  of  cavalry,  from 
which  it  appears  that  they  now  want  89  horses  to  complete.  But  your 
Royal  Highness  will  observe  that  these  regiments  have  very  few  sick; 
and  it  is  probable  that  hereafter  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  sufficiently 
mounted ;  and  at  all  events  the  horses  to  be  drafted  from  other  regiments 
will  not  suit  them. 

To  Col.  Torrent  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  Count  MQnster  to  Col.  Arents- 
childt,  which  the  latter  has  put  into  my  hands,  in  which  I  am  convinced 
the  writer  must  be  mistaken. 

His  Royal  Highness  could  not  have  meant  to  express  that  Col.  Arents- 
childt's  promotion  depended  upon  my  recommendation.  If  it  does,  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  give  it  too  readily,  or  too  heartily,  to  express  my  sense  of 
his  merits.  At  all  events  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  this  point  is  explained ; 
as  I  shall  be  sorry  that  Arentschildt  should  think  that  he  does  not  get  his 
promotion  because  I  don't  recommend  him. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Freneda,  lOtb  Feb.  1813. 

As  it  is  possible  that  the  events  of  the  next  campaign  may  render  it 
necessary  for  the  army  to  undertake  one  or  more  sieges  in  ike  north  of 
Spain,  and  as  all  the  heavy  ordnance  and  stores  attached  to  this  army  were 
sent  round  to  Alicante  in  the  month  of  June  last,  for  the  service  of  the 
troops  expected  from  Sicily,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  ordnance 
and  stores  contained  in  the  enclosed  lists  should  be  embarked  in  trans- 
ports and  sent  to  Coruna,  to  be  at  my  disposal  as  soon  as  may  be  con- 
venient ;  and  that  twice  the  quantity  of  each  article  may  be  in  a  state  of 
preparation  in  England,  to  be  shipped  when  I  shall  report  that  they  are 
necessary. 

To  Karl  Bathunt.  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke,  and  one  from  Rear  Adm. 
Cockbum,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  certain  officers  of  the  navy  employed 
as  agents  of  transports,  and  of  certain  officers  of  marines,  employed  in 
escorting  stores  on  the  expedition  of  the  troops  at  Cadiz  to  Huelva  in  the 
month  of  August  last. 

Bftt  and  forage  being  an  allowance  given  to  officers  of  the  land  service 
to  enable  them  to  meet  certain  expenses  attending  their  service  in  the 
field  during  a  campaign,  I  thought  it  proper  to  inquire  whether  the  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  were  out  of  the  strict  line  of 
their  duty  as  officers  of  the  navy ;  and  your  Lordship  will  observe  the 
answer  which  Rear  Adm.  Cockbum  has  given  on  that  point. 
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I  must  observe,  however,  that  if  an  agent  of  transports  can  clkim  b&t 
and  forage  for  landing  in  order  to  perform  hb  duty  of  agent  of  transports 
as  at  Huelva,  he  may  claim  it  upon  every  other  occasion  on  which  troops 
may  be  landed  from  transports.  The  same  argument  will  apply  to  the 
officers  of  marines  employed  with  the  parties  of  marines  in  the  escort  of 
stores  to  the  troops  on  their  advance. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  officers  of  the  army  would  have  received 
the  allowance  called  b&t  and  forage,  if  th^  had  been  employed  in  this 
manner ;  and  the  question  appears  to  me  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  de- 
termination of  government,  whether  officets  of  the  na"vy  and  marines, 
being  employed  on  shore  with  the  army,  are  to  receive  the  allowance 
called  b&t  and  forage  on  every  occasion  in  which  they  shall  be  employed 
on  shore  with  the  troops.  On  which  I  beg  to  have  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment. 

To  Earl  Bathont  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  officers  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  service,  on  whom 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  has  recently  been  pleased  tQ 
confer  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  in  different  degrees,  some  in 
flis  Royal  Highness'  service,  and  others  serving  in  the  British  army  in 
the  Peninsula.  1  likewise  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Sec.  of  State  to  the  government  of  Portugal  on  this  occasion. 

1  request  your  Lordship  to  lay  these  papers  before  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent ;  and  to  request  His  Royal  Highness'  permission  for  these  officers 
to  accept  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon  them  by  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal. 

To  Earl  Bathnrsi.  Frcneda,  10th  Feb.  1813. 

As  I  observe  that  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  the  General  officers  com- 
manding divisions  of  this  army  on  the  28th  Nov.,  regarding  the  state  of 
discipline  of  their  several  divisions,  and  the  means  of  restoring  the  disr 
cipline  of  the  troops,  has  been  published  in  the  daily  newspapers  in 
England,  I  think  it  proper  to  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  it 

I  believe  there  is  no  officer  in  the  army  who  is  not  aware  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  adoption  of  some  measures  to  restore  its  discipline ;  and  I  am 
only  afraid  that  those  which  I  have  recommended  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  object. 

Scarcely  a  post  arrives  that  does  not  bring  an  account  of  some  outrage 
committed  by  a  British  soldier  on  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  add  that  there  are  too  many  instances  of  the  revenge  of  these 
people  on  the  soldiers  of  the  army. 

I  enclose  your  Lordship  a  report  which  has  recently  been  made  to  me 
of  the  march  of  a  detachment  in  charge  of  ordnance  stores  from  Lisbon  to 
Ck>imbra.  I  don't  send  this  report  because  there  is  any  thing  extraor- 
dinary in  the  outrages  which  have  been  committed  by  the  soldiers  of  this 
detachment,  but  only  because  the  report  of  them  is  comprised  in  a  short 
compass,  and  your  Lordship  will  be  enabled  to  see  at  one  view  the  nature 
of  them,  and  the  difficulty  of  applying  a  remedy  under  the  military  law 
as  it  now  stands. 
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The  Commanding  officer  at  Lisbon  was  certainly  in  fault,  and  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  this  army,  to  send  a  detachment  of  40  men  unless 
under  an  officer.*  But  I  must  acknowledge  that  if  an  officer  had  been 
sent  with  this  detachment,  he  would  not  have  been  able  to  keep  such  men 
in  order ;  particularly  under  the  difficulties  of  persuading  the  Portuguese 
to  go  the  distance  of  from  100  to  150  miles  on  foot  through  a  country 
which  is  almost  a  desert,  (through  which  they  are  afterwards  to  return,) 
to  give  evidence  before  a  British  Court  Martial  of  the  injury  they  have 
received. 

The  soldiers  who  committed  the  outrages  of  which  I  now  lay  the  report 
before  your  Lordship,  are  not  the  old  soldiers  of  the  army,  who  might  be 
supposed  hardened  by  the  commission  of  former  crimes ;  but  they  are 
either  recruits  lately  arrived  from  England,  or  men  come  firom  Cadiz. 

I  repeat,  that  these  disgraceful  outrages  must  be  committed,  unless : 
1st;  Courts  Martial  have  the  power  of  receiving  written  testimony :  2dly ; 
the  number  of  members  to  constitute  a  Regimental  or  Detachment  Court 
Martial  is  diminished :  and  3dly ;  the  power  of  the  Provost  Marshal  of 
the  army  is  legalised,  and  his  establishment  extended. 

These  measures  go  to  punishment;  but  the  only  effectual  measure^  to 
prevent  both  crime  and  punishment,  is  to  improve  the  situation  and  the  • 
character  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 

To  Earl  Badiiint  FrmecU,  lOA  Feb.  1819. 

I  have  reports  to  which  I  give  credit,  that  the  Italian  division  of  infan- 
try commanded  by  Gen.  Palombini,  which  belongs  to  Marshal  Suchet's 
army,  but  which  joined  King  Joseph  before  he  retired  from  Madrid  in 
the  month  of  August  last,  and  afterwards  returned  into  Castillo  with  the 
troops  in  the  end  of  October,  has  recently  marched  to  the  northward ;  ac- 
companied by  the  Polish  light  horse,  armed  with  lances,  which  had  hitherto 
belonged  to  the  army  of  the  South.  I  have  not  yet  heard  that  these 
troops  had  passed  Burgos. 

No  movement  of  any  description  has  been  made  by  any  of  the  armies 
since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  last 

To  Earl  Batharrt.  Freneda,  lOth  Fab.  1813. 

When  I  received  your  Lordship's  dispatch,  apprising  me  that  you  in- 
tended that  Watteville's  regt  should  go  to  America,  I  directed  tiiat  the 
whole  of  it  might  be  collected  at  Cadiz  immediately,  as  I  considered  it 
advantageous  to  the  regiment  to  be  brought  together  for  a  short  period 
before  it  should  embark  for  America ;  and  no  inconvenience  was  likely 
to  result  from  leaving  the  2d  batt.  67tii  regt.  alone  at  Carthagena,  till  it 
should  be  convenient  to  send  there  Dillon's  regt.  I  see  that  this  regiment 
forms  part  of  the  corps  at  Alicante. 

I  now  enclose  your  Lordship  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Cooke, 
from  which  you  will  see  that  Watteville's  regt  are  much  in  want  of 
clothing. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  are  going  to  reinforce  Sir  G.  Prevost, 
and  I  only  hope  that  the  troops  will  go  in  time ;  and  that  Sir  George  will 
•  See  voL  iii.  p.  393.    G.  O.,  Abrantet,  13th  June,  1809,  No.  4. 
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not  be  induced  by  any  hopes  of  trifling  advantages  to  depart  from  a 
strong  defensive  system.  He  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  will  not  be 
strong  enough,  either  in  men  or  means,  to  establish  himself  in  any  con- 
quest he  might  make.  The  attempt  would  only  weaken  him,  and  his 
losses  augment  the  spirits  and  hopes  of  the  enemy,  even  if  not  attended 
by  worse  consequences ;  whereas  by  the  other  system,  he  will  throw  the 
difiSculties  and  risk  upon  them,  and  they  will  most  probably  be  ibiled« 
If  they  should  be  so,  and  they  should  receive  a  check  at  'sea,  their  arro- 
gance will  be  lowered  a  little,  which  will  give  me  more  satisfaction  than 
any  thing  that  has  occurred  for  a  length  of  time,  and  they  will  be  obliged 
to  ask  for  peace. 

To  Bu-l  Bathunt  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1SI3. 

In  your  letter  of  the  13th  Oct  you  tell  me  that  the  Horse  Guards  in- 
tended to  propose  to  the  Treasury  an  increase  of  Dr.  M'Grigor's  pay,  and 
I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  has 
been  done  on  that  subject. 

To  Eail  Batfaimt  Freneda,  10th  Feb.  1818. 

Marshal  Beresford  has  written  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of 
appellation  to  be  assumed  by  the  Knights  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  upon 
i^ch  I  believe  it  is  necessary  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Heralds'  office 
should  decide.  The  Knights  of  the  Order  of  Maria  Theresa  of  the  lowest 
class  have  assumed  the  title  of  Sir^  whether  by  authority  or  not,  I  don't 
know ;  and  it  would  appear  that  the  Knights  of  an  Order  conferred  upon 
them  by  a  Sovereign,  with  the  permission  of  their  own  Sovereign,  ought  to 
assume  the  title  equally  with  Knights  created  by  their  Sovereign.  How- 
ever, I  know  nothing  about  the  matter ;  and  I  only  request  that  as  so 
many  of  them  have  been  made  Knights  upon  this  occasion,  the  proper 
authorities  in  England  will  settle  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  addressed. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Freneda,  lOtii  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  lately  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  have  destroyed  the 
remaining  colleges  and  other  large  buildings  which  were  at  Salamanca, 
in  order  to  use  the  timber  as  firewood  ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that,  if  we  should  be  able  to  carry  forward  the  operations  of  the 
war  in  the  next  campaign,  we  shall  suffer  much  from  the  want  of  large 
buUdmgs  for  our  hospitals. 

It  is  impossible  to  place  the  British  soldiers  in  the  houses  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  any  town ;  and  from  the  month  of  June  forwards,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  lodge  the  sick  and  wounded  in  tents,  at  first  on  account  of 
the  heat,  and  afterwards  on  account  of  the  rain  and  cold.  I  therefore 
beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  Dr. 
M'Grigor,  in  which  he  recommends  that  portable  hospitals  should  be  sent 
from  England,  of  the  same  description  with  those  heretofore  sent  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  with  those  either  sent,  or  intended  to  be  sent,  to  Wal- 
cheren  in  the  year  1809. 

I  would  recommend  that  they  should  be  calculated  to  hold  4000  men ; 
that  they  should  be  sent  to  Oporto,  with  one  or  more  persons  belonging  to 
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the  Storekeeper's  office,  in  charge  of  them,  who  should  understand  the 
nature  of  them,  and  the  mode  of  erecting  them ;  who  should  have  super- 
intended their  stowage  in  the  transports;  should  superintend  their  disem- 
harkation  at  Oporto ;  and  should  he  responsible  for  their  being  oomj^ete 
in  all  their  parts  at  iJie  station  at  which  they  should  be  required. 

Vte  A.G,  t9  JJeut.  Col, ,  ^  rtgt.,  Ugki  divkim,  lOtfa  Feb.  1813. 

It  appearing  by  your  returns  that  2  sotdiers  of  the  battalion  under  your  com- 
mand are  employed  as  senrants  to  Assist  Commissary  Gen. and  Staff  Sur- 
geon — ,  which  is  contrary  to  the  G.  O.  of  this  army,  I  have  to  request  you 
will  forthwith  order  these  2  men  to  join  their  regiment,  and  acquaint  me,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency,  how  it  hapnenc»d  that  you  could  grant  such  an 
indulgence  to  the  above  named  officers,  which  is  in  direct  disobedience  of  his 
orders. 

To  Col.  Longs.  Fteneda,  11th  Feb.  I8I8. 

.  I  have  received  your  several  letters,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate  you 
upon  your  success.     I  have  forwarded  your  reports  to  the  government. 

I  shall  be  much-  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  you  have 
done  with  your  prisoners,  sending  me  the  receipts  of  those  to  whom  you 
delivered  them. 

The  government  have  sent  me  some  papers  relating  to  complaints  which 
have  been  forwarded  to  Cadiz  against  you,  upon  which  I  shall  take  another 
opportunity  of  writing  to  you. 

There  is  nobody  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with  the  difficulties  of  the 
situation  in  which  you  have  been  placed,  and  with  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  conducted  yourself,  and  the  benefits  which  the  nation  has  derived 
from  your  services ;  but  I  recommend  to  you  to  be  very  cautious  and  just 
in  all  your  proceedings. 

The  country  must  support  the  troops  which  it  is  necessary  to  employ 
against  the  common  enemy ;  but  the  country  has  a  right  to  expect  that 
the  burdens  imposed  shall  be  imposed  with  equality,  and  that  they  shall 
be  fidthfuUy  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  imposed ;  and, 
above  all,  that  when  they  have  paid  large  contributions  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  troops,  they  shall  not  be  harassed  by  additional  requi- 
sitions, and  by  plunder,  and  the  other  consequences  of  the  indiscipline  of 
the  troops. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  11th  Feb.  1813. 

I  send  the  list  of  officers  for  the  medal  of  Salamanca,  in  hopes  that  it 
may  catch  the  Tuesday's  mail  at  Lisbon. 

You  will  observe  that  I  have  recommended  Major  Gen.  Alava,  and 
Brigadier  O'Lawlor,  two  Spanish  officers,  who  have  long  been  attached 
to  head  quarters,  and  whose  services  I  have  frequently  reported,  for  medals 
on  this  occasion.  Gen.  Alava  has  since  been  wounded.  I  likewise  pro- 
pose to  recommend  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  and  the  division  under  his 
command,  on  the  same  principle  as  the  Portuguese  officers,  as  soon  as  I 
shall  get  an  accurate  list  of  them.  I  think  it  will  do  good  to  give  thetn 
the  medal. 

If  your  Lordship  should  grant  the  medal  to  Gen.  Alava,  I  beg  t6 
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nention  that  he  has  been  in  the  battles  of  Butaco  and  Fuentes  de  Onoro, 
at  the  siege  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  all  of 
which  should  be  inscribed  on  the  medal.  Gen*  O'Lawlor  has  been  at  the 
same,  and  at  the  siege  of  Badajoz.  Indeed  Alaya  was  present  at  the 
stonn  of  Badajoz,  but  not  during  the  siege,  as  he  had  not  returned  from 
Cadiz,  to  which  place  I  had  sent  him  with  the  account  of  the  capture  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

The  Spanish  officers  must  of  course  have  the  permission  of  their  own 
government  to  accept  these  medals. 

Tu  Mai^l  Sir  W.  C.  Bcretford,  K.B.  FrtDeda,  l!ltfa  Feb.  1813. 

I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  Lord  Bathurst,  from  which  I  judge 
that  every  thing  in  regard  to  your  situation  in  this  country  has  been  settled 
to  your  satisfaction,  by  the  consent  of  Sir  T.  Graham. 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst,  and  I  write  this  day  to 
Adm.  Martin,  to  request  he  will  assist  you  with  vessels  to  send  your 
clothing  to  the  Mondego,  as  well  as  Oporto. 

To  Vice  Adm.  6.  Martin^  IVeneda,  I2th  Feb.  IS13. 

I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  Beresford  of  the  8th  inst,  in  which 
he  adverts  to  a  conversation  which  he  has  had  with  you,  in  regard  to 
sending  to  the  Mondego  and  Oporto  the  clothing  for  the  Portuguese 
army,  in  vessels  employed  by  the  British  government. 

Excepting  the  store  ships,  which  I  believe  it  is  desirable  should  be  sent 
to  England  as  soon  as  possible,  I  don't  know  of  any  immediate  necessity 
for  the  return  of  any  others ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  can  make 
it  convenient  to  give  the  Portuguese  army  the  assistance  of  any  transports 
or  store  ships  to  carry  their  clothing  to  Uie  Douro  and  the  Mondego,  as  I 
fear  much  of  it  will  be  damaged  if  it  should  be  sent  in  the  vessels  usually 
employed  by  the  Portuguese  government  in  these  services. 

Au  Ci^t  Qin.  DoD  F.  X.  Caitafioe.  Freneda,  ce  12  F^v.  1813. 

Je  crois  que  cette  lettre  vous  trouvera  k  Badajoz ;  et  je  serai  bien  aise 
d'avoir  de  vos  nouvelles,  pour  savoir  combien  de  temps  vous  comptez  y 
rester,  les  arrangemens  que  vous  ferez  pour  le  commandement  de  la 
r^rve,  et  les  mouvemens  que  vous  comptez  faire  de  votre  personne  apr^ 
que  vous  aurez  fini  vos  affaires  en  Estreraadure. 

J'ai  envoys  au  Commissaire  Anglais  k  Elvas  20,000  duros^  pour  6tre  k 
votre  disposition ;  et  80,000  sont  dans  les  mains  du  Colonel  Bourke  k 
Coruna  pour  le  m^me  objet. 

Quand  vous  serez  k  Badajoz,  je  vous  prie  de  donner  un  peu  de  votre 
attention  aux  affaires  d*habillement  des  troupes  en  Estremadure. 

J'ai  donn«5 1'ordre  le  14  Juin  dernier,  pour  que  5000  habillemens  com- 
plets  fussent  envoyt^  k  Alcacer  do  Sal,  pour  ^tre  donncis  au  Marques  de 
Monsalud ;  outre  cela  j'ai  donnci  I'ordre  le  2  Aodt  pour  1400  habillemens 
complets  au  m^me  endroit,  pour  le  r«^giment  de  Doyle ;  faisant  un  total  de 
6400  habillemens.  Je  voudrais  bien  qu'il  y  edt  6400  de  bonnes  troupes ! 
Voulez  vous  avoir  la  bont^  de  demander  cc  qu'on  a  fait  de  ces  habiUe^ 
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mens?  car  j'ai  encore  une  r^uisition  du  Marques  del  Palacio  poitf 
2800! 

II  faut  aossi  faire  attention  k  I'habillement  de  I'armt^  de  Galice. 
J'ai  donn^  12,000  habillemens  complete  le  2  Aodt,  1200  le  m6me  joar 
pour  Marquinez,  et  5000  le  17  Oct,  et  puis  5000  le  28  Nov.  pour  la 
division  de  Porlier.  Je  vous  envoie  la  demande  que  le  chef  d'cStat  major 
en  Galice  m'envoit  k  prtSsent  Je  serais  tent«J  de  croire,  qu'avec  les  restes 
des  12,000,  qui  n'ont  pas  ^ti  livr^  k  la  troupe  (c'est  k  dire,  s'ils  n'ont  pas 
^t&  perdus),  les  1200  de  Marquinez,  et  les  5000  qui  sont  encore  k  la 
Coruna,  TarmcSe  de  la  Galice  sera  bien  habill<$e.  Je  vous  prie  de  me 
faire  savoir  ce  que  vous  en  pensez.  Je  t&cherai  de  faire  avoir  les  autres 
objets  demandtte  pour  Tarm^  de  Galice. 

Je  compte  faire  un  r^lement  sur  cette  affaire  d'habillement ;  car  la 
troupe  Espagnole  en  dtftruit  plus  que  toute  autre,  faute  de  soin ;  et  il  faut 
en  rendre  responsable  les  capitaines  des  compagnies. 

Je  voudrais  aussi  causer  avec  vous. sur  les  secours  que  je  pourrai  donner 
k  la  division  de  Morillo,  et  aux  troupes  de  Penne  Villemur,  et  k  la  garni- 
son  de  Badajoz,  en  addition  au  secours  que  je  continue  k  donner  aux 
troupes  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  et  k  la  division  de  Don  Carlos.  Get  arrange- 
ment diminuerait  de  beaucoup  la  d^pense  de  la  4"*  armt^  en  Estremadure, 
et  vous  pourriez  appliquer  les  ressources  de  cette  province,  lesquelles  sous 
les  circonstances  actuelles  doivent  6tre  assez  grandes,  pour  maintenir 
I'arm^e  en  Galice.  Mais  je  ne  sais  pas  si  je  pourrai  arranger  ceci  avant 
que  je  ne  vous  voie.  En  tout  cas,  je  vous  prie  de  m'envoyer  un  ^tat  du 
raontant  de  la  solde  du  corps  de  Morillo,  de  la  cavalerie  de  Penne  Ville- 
mur, et  de  la  garnison  de  Badajoz. 

Mes  souvenirs  au  Gt^n.  Giron,  et  k  tons  vos  Messieurs. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Freneda,  12th  Feb.  I8I3. 

We  received  yesterday  a  mail  from  England,  with  papers  to  the  2Tth 
Jan.  It  appears  that  tiie  Russians  have  entered  the  Prussian  frontier, 
and,  it  is  said,  have  arrived  at  Kunigsberg.  There  is  a  proclamation  of 
the  Emperor,  and  another  of  Kutusoff,  stating  their  intention  to  restore 
the  monarchy  of  the  Great  Frederick  in  its  ancient  splendor. 

Lord  Bathurst  tells  me,  among  other  things,  that  they  hope  to  prevail 
on  the  Crown  Prince,  with  his  Swedes,  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  cam- 
paign. It  would  appear  that  there  is  scarcely  any  French  army  left, 
except  that  in  our  front. 

7fu  A,G,  to  Lintt.  CoL  Rooke,  A^,Q,,  2d  divitUm,  12th  Feb.  1813. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  application  enclosed  in 

your  letter  of  the  9th  mst.,  for  leave  of  absence  to  Brig.  Major to  proceed 

to  Lisbon  on  regimental  business,  his  Excellency  has  directed  me  to  remark,  in 
answer  thereto,  that  Staff  officers  cannot  have  leave  of  absence,  and  that  every 
affair  can  be  settled  as  well  with  the  army  as  elsewhere.  The  papers  relating  to 
Brig.  Major  -^— 's  leave  of  absence  are  herewith  returned. 

Tha  A,Q.  to  tht  Offher  commandutg  Bntntwick  Otla  corpt,  7th  dimwm.     12th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  thai  you  will 
b#  pkased  to  direct  Major  De  Domberg,  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick's  rorps,  t© 
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repair  forthwith  to  England,  it  jeing  the  intention  of  government  to  employ  him 
in  the  north  of  Europe. 

Th«  A,Q.  to  Lieut.  CoL  Rooke,  A^A.Q^y  Ttd  dwmon  <f  infantry.  12th  Feb.  1813. 

Having  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the 

letter  of  Major ,  of  the  —  regt.  of  light  dragoons,  dated  5th  Feb.,  enclosed  in 

your  letter  of  the  10th  Feb.,  I  have  been  directed  to  desire  that  you  will  commu- 
nicate to  Major  —  the  following  observations  of  his  Excellency  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Major  's  letter.     It  appears  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that  the 

evidence  of  Lieut  Col. will  bear  in  no  manner  upon  his  case ;  he  is  in  arrest 

because  complaint  was  made  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  of  a  gross  outrage 
and  disobedience  of  his  Excellency*s  orders  committed  by  the  regiment  under 
Major *s  command  at  Idanha  a  Nova.  Whatever  may  be  the  internal  regu- 
lations of  the  — *  light  dragoons,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  does,  and  always 
will,  consider  the  Commanding  officer  of  any  regiment  responsible  to  him  that  all 
the  orders  issued  by  him  are  obeyed,  and  that  due  order  is  preserved ;  unless  he 
(the  Commanding  omcei)  should  bring  to  punishment  those  whom  he  must  employ 
in  the  performance  of  re^mental  duties,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  knows  of 
no  other  mode  in  which  discipline  in  an  army  can  be  preserved.     Major  — > 

may  certainly  choose  to  remain  in  arrest  until  the  evidence  of  Lieut  Col. 

and  Lieut  —  can  be  got  for  him ;  but  he  will  recollect  it  is  his  own  choice. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Inglis.  Freneda,  13th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  of  which  you  are 

President,  on  the  trial  of  private of  the  —  regt. ;  and  I  beg 

to  inform  you  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Court  must  be  by  letter 
separate  from  the  proceeding.  On  the  recommendation  itself,  I  must  beg 
the  Court  to  advert  to  the  fact  that  the  prisoner  has  been  convicted  on  the 
clearest  evidence  of  striking  his  officer.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  provoca- 
tion can  justify,  or  even  palliate,  such  an  offence ;  but,  if  there  is  such  a 
one,  it  does  not  appear  by  the  proceedings  to  have  been  proved  on  this  trial 
in  any  manner.  I  therefore  request  the  Court  to  reconsider  their  recom- 
mendation. 

To  Coh  Fisher,  R.A.  Freneda,  13th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  some  papers  received  from  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  con- 
taining the  proceedings  on  an  inquiry  into  a  report  from  the  British 
Ordnance  storekeeper  at  Abrantes  of  the  robbery  of  the  British  stores  at 
that  place  on  the  night  of  the  11th  Sept. 

I  concur  very  much  in  the  opinion  of  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  that, 
if  there  is  not  reason  to  suspect  the  Ordnance  storekeeper  himself  of 
making  away  with  the  stores,  he  is  chargeable,  at  least,  with  neglect ; 
and  I  beg  that  another  officer  may  be  appointed  to  relieve  him,  and  that 
he  may  never  again  be  employed  in  this  army. 

I  wait  for  your  report  on  these  papers  before  I  order  any  further 
measures. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freueda,  13th  Feb.  1813. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  9th  in  regard  to  the  Order  of  the 
Tower  and  Sword  for  Adm.  De  Courcy,  and  the  circular  letter  of  go- 
vernment upon  that  subject 

It  is  my  opinion  that  you  had  better  leave  it  to  government  entirely  to 
decide:  Ist;  Whether  you  are  or  not  considered  in  the  service  of  the 
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Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  in  the  view  of  the  circular  letter  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  ;  if  you  are  not  so  considered,  and  you  are  not  permitted  to 
accept  the  order :  and  2dly,  that  the  refusal  should  proceed  from  the 
government. 

To  His  Excelleney  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  Uth  Feb.  181S. 

Having  referred  to  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals  your  letter  of  the  Ist 
inst  containing  a  petition  from  the  Nuns  of  the  convent  of  S*»  Anna,  at 
Coimbra,  I  beg  to  enclose  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  Dr.  M*Grigor  has 
written  on  the  subject,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  his  intention  not  to 
occupy  the  building  referred  to  longer  tJian  it  is  absolutely  required  for 
the  service  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

Memorandum  to  Sefior .  14th  Feb.  1818. 

Write  to ,  and  tell  him  that,  as  he  came  here  on  the  business  of 

the  army,  it  is  proper  that  the  reasonable  expenses  of  the  journey  should 
be  paid,  and  they  shall  be  paid  as  soon  as  he  will  let  me  Imow  the 
amount. 

That  I  always  understood  that  he  and  others,  friends  of  the  Marquesa 
de  Alcanices,  assisted  the  army  by  getting  intelligence  for  it,  as  the  mode 
in  which  they  could  best  serve  the  cause  of  tlieir  country.  That  I  should 
have  thought  of  offering  them  payment  for  these  services  as  little  as  I 
should  have  thought  of  claiming  pay  for  similar  services  myself;  and  I 
considered  the  only  expense  to  be  incurred  was  the  real  honafde  expense 
of  procuring  and  transmitting  the  intelligence. 

That  I  beg  to  have  a  positive  answer  whether  I  have  been  mistaken  or 
not  on  this  point.  If  I  have  been  mistaken,  I  desire  to  have  a  positive 
statement  of  what  he  and  his  friends  require  as  payment  for  their  future 
services,  and  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  to  be  incurred  in  procuring 
and  transmitting  this  intelligence.  I  shall  then  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
expediency  of  defraying  the  expense  of  such  intelligence  as  they  can 
send. 

If  I  have  not  been  mistaken,  I  desire  that  he  and  his  friends  will  put 

themselves  in  communication  with  ,  and  transmit  the  intelligence 

they  may  procure  through  the  channels  which will  point  out ;  by 

which  arrangement  much  expense  will  be  saved. 

Although  I  conceived,  and  do  consider,  that  persons  in  his  situation 
ought  to  serve  their  country  in  this  manner  without  payment  (and  that, 
indeed,  no  gentleman  would  ever  acknowledge  that  he  was  paid  for  such 
services),  yet  it  is  very  possible  that  he  and  his  friends  may  be  in  want 
of  assistance.  If  that  is  stated,  I  shall  not  be  backward  in  giving  it  to 
them ;  but  it  must  be  clearly  understood  to  be  on  the  score  of  good  will, 
and  not  in  payment  for  services  of  this  description. 

O.  O.  FrenedA*  14th  Feb.  1818. 

1,  The  Commander  of  the  Foroee  desires  to  have  on  the  3d  March,  fVom  the  sereial 
regiments  of  the  army,  a  nominal  list  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  returned 
sick  absent  m  die  state  of  the  1st  March,  specifying,  as  far  as  is  known  to  the  regiments,  in 
what  general  hospital  each  man  is,  and  at  what  period  he  was  sent  away  from  his  regi- 
ment. 
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To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  14th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  lay  before  the  Portuguese  government  the 

papers  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  relative  to  the  murder  of  private 

,  of  the  —  TegLy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  village  of  Villar ;  and 

I  trust  that  exertions  will  be  made  to  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of 
this  crime. 

To  -r ,  M.P.  Fwneda,  14th  Feb.  1813. 

I  Imve  received  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  Jan.  by  .Col.  Grant ;  and  I  shall 
be  very  happy  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  his  views  in  this 
country. 

As  I  have  long  ceased  to  think  of  home  politics,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
I  am  of  a  party  different  from  that  to  which  any  other  person  belongs. 
I  serve  the  country  to  the  best  of  my  ability  abroad,  leaving  the  govern- 
ment at  home  to  be  coiAended  for  by  the  different  parties  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

I  am  not  an  adequate  judge  whether  the  existing  government  have  or 
have  not  done  every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  Peninsula.  This  I  know, 
that  they  have  done  a  great  deal ;  and  a  great  deal  has  been  effected ;  and 
I  read  of  their  being  blamed  for  events  with  which,  as  an  honest  man,  I 
must  say  they  had,  or  could  have,  nothing  to  do. 

To  C.  Greenwood,  Esq.  Freneda,  14th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  Jan.,  and  I  have  already  com- 
municated to  you  my  intention  to  employ  the  same  tradesmen  for  the 
Blues  as  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  Let  the  expense  of  the  band  be 
paid  as  it  has  hitherto  been  by  the  Duke ;  but  I  shall  speak  to  EUey  or 
Hill  upon  the  subject,  as  it  would  be  absurd  in  me  to  incur  permanently 
such  an  expense  because  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  did. 

To  Earl  Bathnrst.  Freneda,  14th  Feb.  1813. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  has  arrived  here  from  the  Mediterranean,  and  has  in- 
formed me,  that  having  been  in  communication  with  Adm.  Greig  on  the 
part  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  that  officer  had  informed  him,  and  had 
authorised  him  to  inform  His  Majesty's  government,  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  was  disposed,  and,  even  under  the  pressure  under  which  he 
labored  at  the  time,  had  it  in  his  power,  to  send  to  the  Peninsula  a  body 
of  Russian  troops  to  serve  under  my  command,  at  the  expense  of  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  will  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  particulars  of  his 
communications  with  Adm.  Greig ;  the  ground  he  has  for  believing  that 
the  Admiral  was  authorised  to  make  this  communication,  and  that  the 
Emperor  will  be  enabled  to  carry  into  execution  his  intentions. 

I  think  it  proper,  however,  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  at  the  earliest 
period  with  my  sentiments  on  this  subject. 

I  should  certainly  recommend  to  the  Emperor- to  employ  all  his  means 
in  the  north  of  Europe,  on  the  same  grounds  that  I  recommend  to  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  Regent  and  his  allies  in  the  Peninsula,  to  employ  all  thebs  in 
the  Peninsula.     But  it  may  happen,  as  is  represented  by  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
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that  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  more  troops  than  he  can  find  the  meant 
of  employing  in  the  north  of  Europe,  (hecause  the  active  employment 
of  troops  must  always  be  limited  by  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the 
government  which  employs  them,)  and  he  may  have  at  his  command  a 
disposable  force  which  it  may  be  in  his  power  to  detach  to  the  Peninsula. 
If  ^is  should  be  the  case,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  your  Lordship  to 
accept  the  offer  to  the  amount  of  15,000  men. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  number  of  troops  (of  Russians  particu- 
larly) would  have  the  most  decisive  effect  on  the  next  campaign.  Even 
if  1000  or  2000  only  were  sent,  it  would  show  the  power  of  the  Russian 
empire;  the  inclination  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  cause  of  the  nations 
of  the  Peninsula;  and  the  measure  would  have  the  best  effects,  as  well  on 
the  enemy  and  his  few  partisans  in  these  countries,  as  on  all  the  good 
patriots. 

I  need  not  say  how  much  I  am  flattered  by  the  disposition  of  the  Em- 
peror to  place  his  troops  under  my  command ;  which  I  attribute  to  his 
sense  that  I  have  served  His  Majesty  zealously  in  this  country.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Emperor  should  carry  this  intention  into  execution,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  not  only  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  should  place  them 
under  my  command,  but  that  he  should  accept  of  my  services  (with  the 
permission  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent)  as  a  General  officer  in  his  ser- 
vice, of  rank  senior  to  the  General  officer  who  should  be  sent  in  command 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  troops ;  and  that  although  the  discipline  and 
interior  economy  of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  troops  should  be  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  officer  who  would  come  to  the  Penin- 
sula with  them,  all  reports,  &c.  regarding  them  and  their  operations 
should  pass  through  my  hands. 

I  mention  this  now,  because,  having  for  some  years  commanded  an  allied 
army  composed  of  very  discordant  materials,  and  having  had  the  good 
fortune  of  having  preserved  the  utmost  harmony  among  them,  I  am 
anxious  that  in  case  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  should  be  disposed  to  carry 
this  intention  into  execution,  his  views  should  not  be  frustrated  by  want 
of  attention  to  the  occurrence  of  one  of  those  accidents  which  experience 
has  shown  are  too  likely  to  occur  in  the  employment  of  allied  troops  in 
the  same  scene  of  action. 

I  request  your  Lordship  to  observe  likewise,  that  the  introduction  of 
Russian  troops  into  the  Peninsula  is  quite  a  new  feature  in  the  war.  I 
entertain  no  doubt  that  neither  of  the  allied  governments  will  entertain 
the  slightest  objection  to  the  measure ;  and  that  they  will  feel  the  obliga- 
tion which  they  owe  to  the  interest  which  the  Emperor  of  Russia  will 
manifest  in  this  manner  in  their  just  cause. 

But  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  be  consulted  on  the  in- 
troduction of  the  troops  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  into  the 
Peninsula ;  and  in  order  that  His  Majesty's  government  may  have  the 
earliest  information  on  this  subject,  I  propose  to  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  informing  the  allied  governments  of  Spain  and  Portugal  of  the  offer 
conveyed  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  order  that  they  may  make  known  their 
sentiments  upon  it  at  an  early  period  through  His  Majesty's  Ambassadoi 
at  Cadiz,  and  Minister  at  Lisbon. 
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Ta  Karl  Batliant  Prciieda,  14th  Feb.  181S. 

As  the  best  mode  of  apprising  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  governments 
of  what  is  in  agitation  in  regard  to  the  Russian  troops,  I  propose  to  send 
them  copies  of  my  letter  to  your  Lordship  on  that  subject  of  this  date. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freoeda,  Uth  Feb.  1813. 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  who  is  going  to  England  to  make  a  communication  to 
your  Lordship  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  Russian  troops  in  the 
Peninsula,  informs  me  that  he  has  not  the  honor  of  being  known  to  you ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  him  to  you,  and  to  recommend  him  to  be 
employed  in  carrying  into  execution  the  measure  in  contemplation,  if  the 
government  should  determine  upon  it. 

TV  A,Q,  to  Litvt.  GtH,  tlu  Earl  <fDalh<mtU,  7M  c^vitiom.  Uth  Feb.  1813. 

Referring  to  the  statement  of  Capt  — ,  of  the  Royal  artillery,  enclosed  in 
your  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 
to  signify  to  your  Lordship  that  hb  Excelleucy  is  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 

explanation  of  Capt of  his  own  conduct,  with  that  of  the  officers  sent  wiUi 

the  foraging  party,  and  particularly  with  that  of  the  seijeant  and  par^.  AU  that 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  can  say  is,  that  if  the  people  of  FamaIi9io  are  not 
satisfied  on  the  subject  of  their  forage,  bullocks.  See,  in  the  course  of  one  week 
from  this  Ume,  tlie  Captain,  officer,  and  seijeant  shall  be  brought  to  trial  before  a 
General  Court  MartUl. 

nt  A,0.  to  Mqfor  Cimititrw^  (Ukrieo.  Uth  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6lh  inst.,  stating  the  inade- 
auacy  of  £150  per  month  to  the  furnishing  the  convalescents  with  a  warm  break- 
fast and  salt ;  in  answer  to  which  I  am  directed  to  observe,  that  I  was  not  before 
aware  that  any  specific  sum  had  been  fixed  upon  for  these  purposes.  If  you 
should  find  that  the  sum  of  £150  is  inadequate,  you  must  make  a  requisition  on 
tlie  Paymaster  Gen.  for  a  remittance  to  a  larger  amount  per  month,  taking  care 
always  to  regulate  your  demands  according  to  the  nmnber  of  convalescents  to  be 
provided  for,  so  as  not  to  leave  any  considerable  sum  in  hand  at  the  expiration  of 
the  month. 

Tk€A,(Sf,to  T.  Dynmor^  Eiq.,  Dtp,  Ommittctry  GtneraL  14th  Feb.  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  layinc^  before  ilie  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 

letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  and  its  enclosures  from  Mr. (herewith  returned),  I 

have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  signify  to  you,  in  answer,  that  his  Excel- 
lency will  accept  of  Mr. 's  resignation,  but  that  it  must  be  stated  in  G.  O. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  you  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  Mr. to 

transmit  to  you  an  official  resignation  of  his  situation  in  the  Commissariat  depart- 
ment, which  resignation  1  beg  you  will  forward  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  being 
laid  before  the  Commander  of  ttie  Forces. 

To  the  President  of  the  Spanish  Regency.  Freneda,  ce  15  ¥4f.  1813. 

J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  faire  savoir  qu'un  agent  diplomatique  du  gou- 
vemement  de  Sa  Majest^S  Britannique  a  passed  ici  k  son  retour  de  la  MtS- 
diterrantb,  et  m'a  informed  qu'il  est  charges  par  un  agent  de  Sa  Majeste 
I'Empereur  de  Russie  d'offrir  au  gouvemement  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique 
le  service  d'un  corps  Russe  dans  la  PtSninsule,  pour  6tre  k  la  dispense  de 
Sa  Majest«$  Britannique,  et  pour  servir  sous  mes  ordres. 

La  meilleure  mani^re  de  faire  savoir  k  la  R^gence  tout  ce  que  je  sais  et 
ce  que  je  pense  sur  cette  oflre,  est  de  vous  envoyer  la  traduction  de  la 
lettre  que  j'ai  ^rite  la-dessus  au  gouvemement  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique ; 
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par  laquelle  yotui  verrez  que  j*ai  recommandiS  au  gouyemement  Bri- 
tannique  d'accepter  Toffre  jusqu'au  nombre  de  15,000  hommes,  si  lea 
gouyememens  allii^  de  la  Pi^ninsule  7  donnent  leur  consentement 

Je  saisis  done  la  premiere  occasion  de  faire  sayoir  cette  offre  k  la 
R<;gence ;  et  je  la  prie  de  communiquer  la-dessus  ayec  rAmbassadeur  de 
Sa  Majesty  k  Cadiz ;  et,  en  cas  que  la  R<%ence  yoje  quelque  raison  pour 
que  les  troupes  Russes  n'ajent  pas  permission  d'entrer  en  Espagne,  elle 
la  communique,  sans  perte  de  temps,  k  I'Ambassadeur  de  Sa  Majeste 
Britannique.  J*ai  Thonneur  de  yous  faire  sayoir  que  j'^riB  pareillement 
au  gouyemement  Portugais. 

Je  yous  ai  adress<$  directement  sur  ce  sujet,  parceque,  comme  il  est  im- 
portant que  ni  Toffre  ni  la  dtksision  du  gouyemement  soient  connues,  je 
n'ai  pas  cru  de  mon  deyoir  de  mettre  cette  affaire  dans  le  cours  ordinaire 
de  la  correspondance. 

[Letters  to  the  Mine  efibct  were  written  to  Dom  M.  Foijai,  to  Sir  H.  Welletley^  and  to 
Sir  C.  Stuart] 

TV  A,G,  le  Mtffor  Gtm.  tkt  Horn,  E.  M.  PakuOmm,  6/A  dtPukmf  and  Mqfor  Gm,  Hay,  6tk 

fftth  Feb.  1813. 


I  have  been  directed  by  the  ComiAander  of  the  Forces  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellency,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
signify  to  you  his  desire  that  you  will  send  tm  him  a  state  of  the  seyeral  regiments 
composing  the  division  under  your  command  at  Ciudad  Rodriffo  on  the  21  st  Nov. 
last,  in  Older  that  his  Excellency  may  give  directions  that  me  losses  sustained 
by  the  irregularities  of  the  troops  mapr  be  paid  for,  and  the  sum  may  be  stopped 
in  its  due  proportions  from  the  subsistence  for  the  month  of  November  ot  the 
officers  and  soldiers  composing  the  several  regiments  in  the  division. 

To  Martial  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  KJB.  Freneda,  16th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  of  Lord  Bathurst's  letter  regarding  the  com- 
mand,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  business  is  settled  as  you  supposed 
it  would  be.  Howeyer,  being  settled,  I  don't  conceive  that  it  is  any  busi- 
ness of  yours  to  inquire  in  what  manner,  or  on  what  principles. 

As  far  as  I  haye  any  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  King^s  ministers, 
I  belieye  them  to  be  well  disposed  towards  you ;  and  the  omission  to 
which  you  advert,  unaccountable  as  it  is,  must  be  attributed  to  that  kind 
of  negligent,  slovenly  mode  of  doing  business,  which  is  too  common  among 
public  men  in  England.  1  don't  believe  Murray  has  any  thing  to  say  to 
them.     I  am  sure  he  can  have  no  influence  over  Uiem. 

G.  O.  VnmdM,  IKh  F«b.  ISIS. 

6.  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Which  opinion  and  sentence  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces. 

7.  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  Lieut.  »-^, 

Engigri  — »-,  and  Ensiffn ,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  b  induced  to  remit  the 

punishments  of  those  officers  awarded  by  the  sentence  of  tlie  Court ;  but  not  ftom  concur- 
ring in  any  manner  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that  their  cases  at  all  deserved  iStat  indul- 
gence. The  duties  of  the  army  cannot  be  earned  on  if  the  officers  do  not  make  it  their 
business  to  know,  and  carry  into  execution  strictly,  the  orders  which  have  been  issued  for 
the  performance  of  those  duties ;  and  notwithstanding  the  recommendation  of  the  Court 

Martittl,  it  appears  by  their  own  sentences,  that  Lieut. and  Ensign disobeyed 

not  only  the  G.  O.  of  the  army,  of  which  they  ought  not  to  have  beoi  ignorant,  but  the 
verbal  orders  of  their  General  given  to  them  on  the  spot ;  and  that  Eiuign >  after  hav- 
ing disobeyed  aG.  O.,  and  having  been  warned  of  thu  irregularity  by  the  Assist.  Provost 
attached  to  the  division,  persisted  in  his  disobedi«>ce> 
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I  write  to  the  Admiral  about  a  passage  for  Hamilton.  Do  you  mean 
to  call  Amarante  to  take  his  command  ? 

To  Viee  Adm.  O.  Martin.  Freneda,  1 6th  Feb.  1813. 

It  has  been  recommended  that  laeut  Gen.  Hamilton  should  return  to 
England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health ;  and  as  he  has  lost  his  health  in 
the  service^  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  order  him  a 
passage  on  board  one  of  His  Majes^'s  ships. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  16th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Dr.  M^Grigor,  recommending  6  medical  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  Portuguese  service  to  be  promoted  to  be  Staff 
surgeons. 

In  case  these  gentlemen  should  be  promoted,  T  propose  that  they  should 
continue  to  do  duty  as  Staff  surgeons  with  the  Portuguese  army,  and  that 
they  should  continue  to  be  paid  as  such  on  that  establishment. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  I7th  Feb.  1813. 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th,  in  regard  to  the  enlirtment  of 
men  of  the  4th  and  10th  rcgts.  for  4  years. 

The  law  must  be  carried  into  execution  if  the  soldiers  require  it ;  but 
they  should  be  clearly  informed,  before  they  avail  themselves  of  this  law, 
that  they  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  immediately  to  serve  again,  under 
the  ancient  laws  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  them 
to  continue  to  serve  throughout  the  war,  when  they  should  have  their  dis- 
charge, and  that  they  should  be  no  longer  liable  to  serve  under  the  or- 
dinary recruiting  laws. 

To  Lient.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  Freneda,  I7th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  15th.  Although  I  have 
the  honor  to  belong  to  one  of  the  regiments  of  Guards,  I  confess  that  I 
don't  understand  the  origin  and  principles  of  what  are  called  privileges  of 
these  corps,  by  which  knowledge  alone  it  is  possible  to  decide  with  con- 
sistency on  questions  of  the  description  you  have  brought  before  me. 

When  the  Guards  were  in  the  field  with  King  William,  and  King 
George  II.,  they  were  a  part  of  His  Majesty's  household,  and  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  His  Majesty,  or  of  officers  belonging  to  the  corps 
of  Guards,  specially  appointed  by  the  King  for  that  purpose.  I  believe 
that  the  campaigns  under  those  monarchs  are  the  origin  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Guards,  as  they  are  called ;  and  the  customs  introduced  on  those 
occasions  have  been  adhered  to  when  the  Guards  have  been  9n  duty  over 
His  Majesty's  person  on  the  home  service. 

One  of  these  customs  or  privileges  has  certainly  been,  that  the  Guards 
in  brigades  have  been  commanded  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the  corps  of 
Guards ;  but  they  have  generally  been  in  divisions  with  troops  of  the  line, 
as  at  present;  and  both  on  the  Continent  in  1793  and  1794,  and  in  this 
country,  a  General  officer  not  belonging  to  the  Guards  has  commanded  the 
division. 
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Although  it  may  be  argued,  from  the  practice  of  the  days  of  King  Wil- 
liam and  King  George  IL,  and  of  the  home  service  of  the  present  day, 
that  no  officer  but  one  of  the  Guards  had  a  right  to  inspect  the  soldiers' 
account  books ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Lieutenant  Generals  not 
belonging  to  the  Guards,  who  have  commanded  the  divisions  in  which  the 
Guards  have  been  incorporated  on  different  services  in  the  late  and  pre- 
sent war,  have  not  had  occasion,  or  have  not  thought  it  necessary,  to  in? 
spect  those  accounts,  I  don't  see  any  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Lieutenant  General  to  inspect  those  books  if  he  thinks  it  necessary  ; 
thftt  this  inspection  is  enjoined  by  His  Majesty's  regulations,  and  no  ex- 
ception is  made,  or  apparently  intended,  in  favor  of  the  Guards,  or  of  any 
otlier  troops. 

If  Major  Gen.  Howard  and  the  officers  of  the  Ist  regt.  of  Guards 
have  submitted  the  books  of  the  1st  regt.  to  your  inspection,  I  should 
tliink  there  can  be  no  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  and  that  upon  communi-^ 
cation  with  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  2d  brigade  of  Guards,  they 
would  consider  the  matter  in  the  same  light.  But  if  there  should  be  any 
further  doubt  on  tlieir  minds,  the  best  measure  to  be  adopted  would  be  to 
Lave  the  case  put  in  such  a  state  as  that  I  may  lay  it  before  the  Duke  of 
York,  who,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  and  as  senior  Colonel  of 
the  Guards,  is  the  most  proper  person  to' make  a  decision  upon  it. 

To  Earl  Bathmtt.  Fraieda,  17th  Feb.  1813. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  which  refers  to  arms 
for  the  Spaniards  in  the  course  of  the  current  year,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  if  you  will  send  50,000  stand  of  arms  in  the  course  of  the  year,  tiiey 
will,  in  my  opinion,  supply  the  wants  of  all  the  allied  armies.  We  have, 
at  present,  a  large  number  in  our  different  stores. 

To  Earl  Batfaunt  Freneda,  17th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Gen.  M'Leod  to  Col.  Fisher,  informing  him  that 
100  of  the  artillery  horses,  intended  for  this  army,  had  been  sent  to  Ali- 
cante for  the  use  of  the  troops  there. 

We  shall  be  very  incomplete  indeed  in  the  number  of  horses  necessary 
for  the  equipment  which  we  ought  to  take  into  the  field ;  and  we  can  find 
no  substitute  for  them  here. 

I  doubt  very  much  that  the  resources  of  the  British  government  are 
capable  of  equipping  two  armies  for  the  field  in  the  Peninsula,  as  they 
ought  to  be ;  and  the  attempt  will  only  tend  to  cripple  this  army,  upon 
which  every  thing  depends,  and  which  ought  to  be  well  equipped  in  order 
to  be  able  to  effect  any  thing,  without  doing  much  good  to  the  other. 
The  army  on  the  eastern  coast  must  necessarily  be  confined  to  the  coast 
in  its  operations.  It  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good  if  the  army  from  this 
side  can  hold  its  ground  at  all  in  the  interior  of  Spain.  But  if  all  the 
resources  of  Great  Britain  were  applied  to  equip  the  army  on  the  eastern 
coast,  it  is  quite  impossible  that  it  should  effect  any  thing  unless  the  army 
on  this  side  is  so  equipped,  a'ld  in  such  strength,  as  to  be  able  to  keep  the 
field. 
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To  Bad  Bathunt.  Freneda,  ]7th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  euclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Peacocke,  contain- 
ing the  report  of  the  capture  and  ransom  of  theCemculahone  transport  by 
an  American  privateer,  with  a  detachment  of  the  18th  light  dragoons  and 
other  troops  on  board ;  upon  which  I  request  to  receive  jour  Lordship's 
directions. 

To  Earl  Badmnt  Freneda^  17tfa  Feb.  1813. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  kst,  I  have  received  reports  that  the 
Polish  cavalry,  which  I  reported  had  marched  to  the  northward,  and  cer- 
tain other  bodies  of  cavalry  {gendarmes)^  which  belonged  to  the  army  of 
the  North,  have  gone  into  France.  The  Italian  infantry  had  not  proceeded 
farther  than  Vitoria,  but  it  was  expected  that  it  was  going  to  France 
likewise. 

Marshal  Soult  has  lately  taken  the  horses  from  the  officers  of  the 
in&ntry  and  of  the  civil  departments  of  the  army,  in  order  to  mount 
cavalry. 

No  movement  of  any  importance  has  been  made  since  I  wrote  last 
The  troops  cantoned  along  the  Tonnes  crossed  that  river  in  the  course  of 
last  week,  and  moved  forward  to  the  Yeltes  and  Huebra ;  and  those  on  the 
Upper  Tormes  and  Endrinal  on  the  road  from  BaHos  to  Salamanca, 
principally  with  a  view  to  plunder  the  country,  situated  between  the 
outposts  of  the  two  armies,  of  cattle,  of  which  the  enemy  are  much 
in  want.  The  flocks  had,  however,  been  generally  driven  off;  and  the 
objects  of  this  expedition  were  accomplished  in  a  yerj  trifling  degree. 
The  enemy  threatened  the  Sierra  de  Francia  and  Bejar;  but  Lieut. 
Gren.  Sir  R.  Hill  having  by  my  desire  attended  to  these  points,  and 
strengthened  his  posts  at  Banos  and  in  the  Sierra,  they  retired  again  across 
the  Tormes. 

Au  Lient.  G^  Baron  Maacune.  Au  quartier  g^n^ial,  ce  18  F6v.  1813« 

J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  envoyer  24  onces  d'Espagne,  la  somme  que  vous 
avez  eu  la  bont^S  d'avancer  au  Gt^n.  Sir  £.  Paget. 

To  Migor  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalboufie.  Freneda,  I9th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  General  Court  Martial, 
of  which  you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of ,  of  the  Royal  artil- 
lery drivers ;  and,  having  attentively  considered  the  evidence  in  reference 
to  the  charge,  and  to  the  Articles  of  War,  it  appears  that  there  never  was 
a  case  more  clearly  proved  of  unprovoked  mutiny,  unmitigated  by  drunken- 
ness, and  attended  by  violence  against  the  authority  of  an  officer  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty ;  and,  having  adverted  to  the  frequency  of  this  crime 
in  this  army,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  soldier  who  has  been  found  guilty 
of  it  by  the  Court  Martial,  of  which  your  Lordship  is  President,  ought  to 
suffer  the  extreme  penalty  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  has 
annexed  to  the  crime  of  mutiny.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  desire  that  the  General  Court  Martial  will  revise  the 
sentence. 
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To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  19(h  Feb.  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  Whittingham,  which  I  request  you  to  peruse  and 
forward. 

I  find  that  3000  sets  of  horse  appointments  are  on  their  way  to  Cadis 
for  the  Spanish  army ;  and  I  shall  he  much  ohliged  to  you  if  you  will  not 
allow  them  to  he  distrihuted  till  you  shall  hear  further  from  me. 

To  Major  Gen.  Whifctingbam.  Freneda,  19tfa  Feb.  1813. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  transmitted  to  me  your  letter  to  him  of  the  3d 
Jan.  in  regard  to  your  holding  the  office  of  Inspector  of  the  division 
of  Spanish  troops  under  your  command,  and  to  the  ahuses  and  inconve- 
niences to  which  your  troops  would  he  liahle  in  case  your  expectations  in 
this  respect  were  disappointed ;  and  having  conversed  with  the  Chief  of  the 
Staff  and  with  the  Inspectors  General  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  been  informed  by  each  of  those  officers  that  it  was  particularly 
settled  with  you,  that  when  the  troops  under  your  command  should  serve 
in  the  Peninsula,  they  were  to  come  under  the  control  of  the  Inspectors* 
office,  and  were  to  have  Inspectors  attached  to  them  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  trbops. 

This  being  the  case,  it  remains  to  be  considered  whether,  adverting  to 
the  inconveniences  to  which  you  refer,  it  is  proper  I  should  now  exempt 
the  troops  under  your  command  from  this  control.  Upon  this  point 
I  have  to  observe,  Ist;  that  I  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  abuses 
of  which  you  complain,  as  well  as  others :  2dly ;  that  even  if  I  should 
not  succeed  entirely,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  enter  into  the  disputes  and 
complaints  which  a  partial  departure  from  a  system  long  established  in 
the  Spanish  army  would  occasion. 

I  have  therefore  desired  the  Inspectors  General  of  Infantry  and  Cavalry 
to  appoint  deputy  Inspectors  for  your  division,  and  I  beg  you  to  submit  to 
their  control. 

To  the  Minifter  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freoeda,  19th  Feb.  ISia 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  government  to 
the  two  copies  which  I  enclose,  of  letters  received  from  the  Intendant 
General  of  the  4th  army,  which  show  in  the  clearest  manner  that,  to  the 
9th  inst  (that  is  one  month  after  the  period  at  which  I  left  Cadis,  expect* 
ing  that  all  the  arrangements  which  I  had  settled  with  the  government 
for  the  organization,  the  subsistence,  and  the  eventual  efficiency  of  the 
armies  would  be  carried  into  effect),  not  one  point  of  those  to  be  settled 
by  the  government  had  been  adverted  to. 

I  am  aware  that  these  letters  have  been  written  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  Minister  of  Hacienda^  and  they  have  already  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  government;  but  I  wish  to  draw  their  attention  again 
to  them,  in  order  to  press  upon  the  government  the  necessity  of 
calling  to  account  those  of  its  servants  who,  by  neglecting  their 
duty,  have  exposed  the  government  itself  to  the  most  serious  re8pon*> 
sibUity  for  the  failure  of  9\\  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Cortes  ta 
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render  the  armieB  efficient  at  the  approaching  commencement  of  the 
campaign. 

I  repeat  that  officers  and  soldiers  without  discipline  or  subordination  are 
worse  than  useless;  and  that  discipline  and  subordination  cannot  be  esta- 
blished in  any  army  that  is  neither  paid  nor  fed ;  and  that  the  Spanish 
officers  cannot  be  paid  nor  fed,  unless  the  government  shall  carry  into 
execution  the  measures  which  were  arranged  with  me  under  the  decree  of 
the  Cortes  of  the  —  Jan. 

To  Hii  Ezoellaicy  Sir  C.  Stoait,  K.a  Fnneda,  )lst  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  CoL  Halkett,  containing 
an  account  of  the  losses  sustained  by  a  quarter  master  of  the  2d  light 
batt.  K;G.L.,  on  his  passage  through  Portugal,  between  Santarem  and 
Abrantes,  in  consequence  of  a  robbery. 

I  beg  that  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  the  government,  and  that  you 
will  do  me  the  h,Yor  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  means  of  recover- 
ing the  loss  from  the  district. 

At  all  events  it  is  desirable  that  the  government  should  adopt  early  and 
energetic  measures  to  force  the  magistrates  in  the  Alentejo  and  Portuguese 
Estremadura  to  perform  their  duty,  and  to  get  the  better  of  the  bands  of 
robbers  by  which  every  road  in  the  country  la  infested  to  such  a  degree 
that  travelling  is  unsafe,  and  the  robbers  may  be  said  to  be  in  possession 
of  the  country. 

To  the  Rt  Hou.  the  Secratary  at  War.  Fnoeda,  31ft  Feb.  1818. 

Not  having  received  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's  circular  letter  of  the 
24th  April,  1812,  to  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  stating  ^that, 
agreeably  to  long  established  practice,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, losing  their  necessaries  when  made  prisoners  of  war,  have  no  claim 
against  the  public  on  account  thereof  in  cases  in  which  they  remain  in 
captivity  upwards  of  4  months  ;*  I  beg  to  request  that  I  may  be  favored 
with  this  letter,  in  order  that  I  may  act  upon  it,  and  give  the  necessary 
instructions  to  the  Board  of  Chiims. 

6.  O.  nmeda,  tltt  Feb.  1811. 

X  *  *  *  *  *  * 

3.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcee  truiti  that  this  example  will  have  the  eflfect  of  deter- 
ring other  foldien  ftom  committing  similar  outra^;  and  that  they  will  all  be  convinced 
of  what  has  f^nehtlj  been  made  known  to  them  m  the  G.  O.  of  the  army ;  ris.  that  they 
cannot  commit  a  crime  of  this  description  without  being  discovered ;  and  that  if  no  other 
mode  of  discovery  should  exist,  one  of  the  accomplices  m  the  guilt  never  fitils  to  give  evi- 
dence against  his  accomplices. 

4.  If  this  disooverv  is  oertain,  the  punidhment  is  e^oally  so ;  and  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  again  declares  his  determination  to  carry  mto,  execution  whatever  may  be  the 
sentence  of  a  Court  Martial  on  any  soldieis  found  guilty  of  such  wanton  and  disgraceful 
outrages. 

5.  Mr. ,  of  the  CommisBariat  department,  having  been  ^it  in  arrest  for  setting  fire 

to  a  house,  and  other  improprieties  of  conduct  at  Payo^  but  havmg  since  satisfied  the  inha* 
bitant  of  Pbyo,  whom  he  had  injured,  by  paying  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  thr 

nihafaitant  of  Payo  having  requested  that  Mr. might  be  pardoned  and  released  from 

his  arrest,  the  Commander  of  the  Foroes  has  granted  this  request,  and  directs  that  Mr. 

may  be  released.     He  hopes,  however,  that  what  has  passed  on  this  subject,  and  the 

heavy  loss  sustained  by  Mr. in  conseanence  of  liis  misconduct,  will  induce  him  and 

others  to  beware  how  they  are  guilty  of  such  conduct  iu  future. 
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To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  Xld  Feb.  1813. 

I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  2l8t9  and  I  congratulate  you  upon 
Col.  Harrison's  success. 

I  don't  know  what  kind  of  post  Bejar  is ;  but,  as  it  appears  by  your 
letter  of  5  p.m.  that  the  enemy  were  moving  on  this  side  of  the  'Hetar,  I 
think  you  had  better  be  light  at  Bejar  and  in  strength  at  Ba5os.  As  our 
intelligence  is  good,  you  would  always  have  time  to  reinforce  the  post  at 
Bejar  from  Banos ;  but  if,  on  account  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Tietar  in  force,  it  should  be  necessary  to  withdraw  both,  you  might 
find  it  difficult  to  withdraw  that  from  Bejar  if  it  was  too  strong. 

I  doubt  your  being  able  to  procure,  either  at  Elvas  or  Abrantes,  the 
quantity  of  3  inch  rope  you  require ;  but  you  may  send  for  it,  and  write 
to  the  Governors  respectively  to  say  that  I  beg  they  will  supply  the  quan- 
tity if  they  have  it  in  store.  But  it  must  not  be  taken  from  the  rope 
bridge  at  Elvas,  or  the  pontoon  bridge  or  bridge  of  boats  at  Abrantes. 

In  case  the  petite  guerre  on  our  outposts  should  continue,  I  propose  to 
draw  up  another  division  to  the  front,  which  will  enable  me  to  give  effec- 
tual support  to  your  posts  in  the  Sierra. 

To  Don  Caro  Manuel,  Minister  of  Gracia  y  Justicia.  Freneda,  32d  Feb.  1813. 

The  gentleman  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  letter  to  your 
Excellency  is  Dr.  Curtis,  the  Rector ^of  the  Irish  College  at  Salamanca, 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Regency  as  one  who  is  highly  re- 
spected throughout  Castille,  as  one  who  has  always  performed  his  duties 
in  the  high  situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  with  honor  to  himself  and 
advantage  to  the  country,  and  who  is  sincerely  attached  to  the  just  cause 
in  which  Spain  is  engaged,  of  which  he  is  a  victim.  He  will  explain  to 
your  Excellency  the  views  which  he  entertains  for  the  benefit  of  the  insti- 
tution over  which  he  has  long  presided,  and  of  the  religion  which  he  pro- 
fesses ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  attention. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  23d  Feb.  1813. 

I'have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  No.  1, 
in  regard  to  the  complaint  which  I  had  made  of  the  conduct  of  certain 
magistrates  in  omitting  to  attend  when  summoned  as  witnesses  at  Courts 
Martial. 

I  am  certainly  a  little  surprised  that  this  opportunity  should  be  taken 
for  the  remark  in  the  concluding  part  of  Dom  M.  Forjaz'  letter ;  and  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  having  repelled  the  insinuation  which  it  contdns. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  that  such  remarks  have  been  made ;  but  ihey  shall 
not  prevent  me  from  following  the  course  which  I  conceive  it  is  proper  I 
should  follow. 

I  imagine  that  the  government  are  under  a  mistake  when  they  suppose 
that  the  magistrates  of  Guarda,  of  Sabugal,  &c.,  were  summoned  to  attend 
Courts  Martial  in  their  capacities  of  magistrates.  The  magistrate  of 
Guarda  was  beaten,  and  complained  as  an  individual ;  and,  according  to 
the  usual  practice  of  the  country,  would  not  give  testimony  of  the  &ct  on 
oath  when  it  came  to  judicial  inquiry.     The  magbtrate  of  Sabugal  com- 
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plained  of  an  insult  to  the  sovereignty  and  dignity  of  his  Prince  in  most 
inflated  hmguagey  but  not  judicially.  Al&ough  he  had  been  witness  of 
the  transaction  of  which  he  complained,  when  called  upon  to  give  his 
testimony  before  the  tribunal  at  which  the  government  desired  the  person 
complained  of  should  be  tried,  he  refused  to  attend  ! 

The  consequence  in  both  the  cases  was  that  the  persons  accused  were 
ucquitted  for  want  of  evidence.  I  complain  of  these  omissions,  and  of  the 
injury  they  do  to  the  discipline  of  the  army;  and  in  answer  I  am  accused 
of  insolence  in  the  mode  of  conveying  the  summons ;  and  I  am  told  that 
it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  magistrate  to  attend  any  Court  to  give  his 
testimony,  as  if  this  was  not  the  common  duty  of  every  individual  in 
every  state,  be  his  station  what  it  may ! 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that,  however  a  British  army  may  be  unfortunately 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  Portugal,  a  British  Court  Martial  is  not 
recognised  by  the  laws  of  that  Kingdom;  and,  strictly  speaking,  no 
person  in  Portugal  is  bound  to  attend  its  summons.  If  the  government 
had  stated  this  answer,  I  should  have  understood  it,  and  should  have  acqui- 
esced in  its  truth  and  justice ;  but  I  should  have  requested  you  to  point 
out  to  the  government  the  necessity  (for  the  sake  of  the  discipline  of  the 

G.  O.  Freucda,  SM  P«b.  181t. 

1.  Tbe  Commandflr  of  the  Forces  it  concerned  to  be  obliged  to  notice  die  disobedience 
of  bit  orden,  and  thoie  of  Major  Gen.  Peaoocke,  at  reported  in  the  following  letter  from 
the  Major  Geueral : 

ifq/or  Gem,  Pmeockt  to  the  Dui,G,  '  U«boo,  l«th  Feb.  18is. 

*  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  having,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated, 
found  it  necessary  to  giro  out  the  annexed  Ganrison  Order,  it  has  been  in  many  instances 
unattended  to,  and  particularly  in  the  course  of  this  month,  in  those  stated  in  the  accom- 
panying return.  Ai  his  Excellency,  when  in  Lisbon,  expressed  himself  disposed  to  issue 
a  G.  O.  for  the  promotion  of  the  regularity  sought  in  this  branch  of  the  serrice,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  making  this  communication.* 

Extrad/hm  tht  GarrtMon  Orden,  UAmt.  *  Lbhoo.  10th  Dec.  1812. 

*  As  the  hioonvenience  so  severely  felt  by  officers  on  their  arrival  at  Lisbon,  in  receiving 
billets  upon  houses  already  occupied,  arises  solely  from  officers  not  returning  their  billets  to 
the  Town  BCajor  on  their  leaving  Lisbon,  the  Town  Major  will  immediatdy  have  a  book 
in  his  office,  in  which  all  officers  are  hereby  directed  to  have  their  names  inserted  the  day 
before  they  leave  Lisbon,  from  which  the  Town  Bi^jor  will  make  a  daily  extract,  which 
he  will  transmit  with  his  signature  to  the  Billet  minister  for  his  information  and  guidance. 
This  order  to  be  affixed  in  Uie  office  of  the  Town  Major,  and  shown  to  officers  on  their  ap- 
plying there  for  a  billet ;  and,  as  it  can  have  no  object  but  their  couveniencei  the  Major 
General  trusts  that  be  shall  not  have  to  notice  any  infringement  of  it* 

*  List  of  Officers  who  have  quitted  Lisbon  since  1st  Feb.  1813,  for  the  army,  and  have 
not  entered  their  names  at  the  Town  Major's  office,  agreeably  to  the  Garrison  Orders  of 
10th  Dec  1813: 

2.  The  Olden  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  are  those  of  the  20th  Oct  1809,  with 
which  every  officer  must  be  acquainted,  as  they  are  referred  to  on  every  billet  issued  at 
Lisbon. 

8.  They  are  again  published  for  general  information.  (Sm  O,  O.  90M  Od.  1809,  tmd 
G,  O.  JMoHy  I4ih  Marek,  1809,  rtpmtetL) 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  b  concerned  to  be  obliged  to  notice  such  repeated  dis- 
obedience of  orders  on  evenr  subject.  It  might  have  been  expected  that,  in  a  case  in  which 
the  convenience  of  the  officers  themselves  was  the  object  of  the  orden  issued,  they  would 
have  been  obeyed ;  but  the  General  officen  and  Commanding  officen  of  regiments  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  until  they  enforce  obedience  to  every  order,  and  see  that  tlie  officen 
niMer  th«in  undentand  and  recollect  what  is  ordered,  these  subjects  of  complaint  must  exist 
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British  armj,  in  which  this  country  is  so  materially  interested,  and  of  the 
peace  of  the  country)  that  some  means  should  be  devised  of  enforcing  the 
attendance  of  persons  of  all  descriptions  as  evidence  at  a  British  Court 
MartiaL 

I  can  have  no  communication  with  any  authority  of  the  Portuguese 
government  on  any  concern  relating  to  the  British  army,  excepting 
through  His  Majesty's  minister ;  andy  if  I  am  to  understand  that  it  is 
intended  that  no  person  shall  attend  a  Court  Martial  as  a  witness  upon  its 
summons,  excepting  under  a  Portuguese  authority,  I  must  give  orders 
thai  lists  of  Portuguese  witnesses,  when  required,  shall  be  invariably 
transmitted  to  me ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  subjects  on  which  I  haVe  to 
trouble  you,  I  must  request  you,  from  time  to  time,  to  have  orders  trans- 
mitted to  them  by  the  government  to  attend  the  Courts  Martial  of  the 
BritiBh  army.  I  hope  the  orders  or  summons  will  then  be  conveyed  with 
due  civility,  that  the  witnesses  summoned  will  attend,  and  that  persons 
guilty  of  breaches  of  discipline  and  order  will  not  be  acquitted,  after  the 
confinement  of  more  than  a  year,  for  the  want  of  the  testimony  of  the 
injured  person  who  made  the  complaint  against  them. 

I  beg  to  know  whether  the  Portuguese  government  are  prepared  to 
adopt  this  arrangement 

To  Hit  Ezcellencjr  Sir  G.  Stuart,  K.B.  Fieneda,  33d  Feb.  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  (No.  2)  of  the  18th  inst.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  protection,  as  His  Majesty's  minister  in  Portugal,  the 
X>er8ons  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  Jan.,  whom  it  appears 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  Portuguese  government  to  try  according  to  the 
Portuguese  law. 

I  am  ready  to  deliver  them  over  to  any  persons  whom  the  government 
may  make  known  to  me,  through  you,  as  the  proper  persons  to  receive 
them  into  custody ;  but  I  hope  that  you  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
their  prolonged  confinement  before  they  are  brought  to  trial  for  the 
offences  of  which  they  are  accused. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  33d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d.     I  beg  you  not  to  allow 

to  alarm  himself  out  of  Bejar,  particularly  after  having  fought  for 

and  retained  the  possession :  it  is  desirable  for  many  reasons  to  maintiiin 
it,  if  it  ean  be  maintained  without  unreasonable  risk  or  loss. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  E.  Pakenham.  Freneda,  33d  Feb.  1813. 

I  return  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  you  are 

President,  on  the  trial  of ,  of  the  Royal  Artillery  drivers ;  and 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Court  in  favor  of  the 
prisoner  must  be  by  letter,  separate  from  the  proceedings. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Freneda,  33d  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Spanish  newspaper  called  the  Conciso 
of  the  8th  inst,  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  statement,  page  4,  containing 
the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Hacienday  of  the  Ith  inst,  particularly  to 
the  words  I  have  marked,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  the  omission  to  form 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*  PORTUGAL.  SU 

magazines,  that  'the  English  seized  all  the  effects  which  the  French 
abandoned,  and  the  government  was  deprived  of  those  resources.' 

The  Canciso  is  generally  considered  to  contain  an  anthentic  account  of 
what  passes  in  the  Cortes,  otherwise  I  should  not  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  on  the  subject  of  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Hacienda  to 
the  Cortes,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  understood,  and  I  have  always  been 
in  the  habit  of  considering,  that  what  the  minister  of  any  state  declares 
officially  to  the  Popular  assembly  of  that  state  must  be  strictly  founded  in 
truth  ;  and  that  this  statement  of  the  Minister  of  Hacienda  is  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  I  have  stated  to  my  government  with  the  knowledge  of 
your  Excellency,  and,  I  believe,  of  the  Spanish  government,  as  being 
what  I  conscientiously  believed  to  be  the  truth. 

The  Minister  of  Hacienda  must  have  been  possessed  of  some  official 
information  on  which  he  founded  the  assertion  above  referred  to ;  and  it 
would  be  desirable  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  that  information.  But, 
according  to  my  knowledge,  so  far  from  the  English  having  *  seized  all 
the  effects  which  the  French  abandoned,'  I  asserted,  and  reported  to  the 
Sec.  of  State,  that  every  thing  taken  from  the  French  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
at  Badajoz,  at  Salamanca,  at  Madrid  and  the  Retiro,  at  Valladolid,  and 
even  in  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  had  been  made  over  to  the  Spanish 
authorities.  Notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of  Hacienda^ 
I  repeat  this  assertion,  and  I  beg  that  it  may  be  conveyed  to  the  Spanish 
government ;  and  I  don't  consider  it  to  be  any  exception  to  the  truth  of 
Uiis  assertion  that  a  few  French  carts  found  in  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  the 
boats  and  pontoons  found  in  Badajoz,  were  taken  from  the  former  by  the 
permission  of  the  Capt  Gen.  Castanos,  and  from  the  latter  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  Marques  de  Monsalud. 

Not  only  were  the  effects  abandoned  by  the  French  not  seized  by  the 
Bridsh  army,  but  the  deficiency  of  the  magazines  in  the  places  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  and  Badajoz  was  replenished  from  the  stores  of  the  British  army ; 
and  there  is  in  fact,  at  this  moment,  no  magazine  of  provisions  in  either 
place  that  does  not  belong  to  the  British  army,  and  no  military  stores  that 
were  not  acquired  by  the  gallantry  of  the  British  army,  or  stored  in  those 
places  by  its  Commissaries. 

If,  aficr  this  assertion,  there  is  any  doubt  upon  these  subjects,  I  beg  to 
refer  to  the  respectable  officers  employed  by  the  Spanish  government  to 
reside  at  my  head  quarters,  who  are  as  well  acquainted  with  all  transac- 
tions of  this  nature  as  I  am. 

I  believe  that  at  Burgos  the  enemy  abandoned  a  magazine  consisting  of 
*l00fanega8  of  grain  of  different  kinds,  part  of  which  was  plundered  by 
the  guerrillas,  and  the  remainder  was  divided  equally  between  the  troops 
under  Gen.  Castanos  and  myself. 

In  regard  to  supplies  from  the  country  in  the  last  campaign,  the  allied 
British  and  Portuguese  army  received  none,  whether  belonging  to  indi- 
viduals or  to  the  government,  for  which  payment  was  not  made  on  the 
spot,  or  has  not  since  been  made,  or  for  which  debts  are  not  due  of  which 
the  accounts  are  at  this  moment  in  a  train  of  settlement  I  had  lately  a 
communication  with  your  Excellency  upon  this  subject  which  proves  the 
truth  of  this  fact. 
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I  am  by  no  means  desirous  that  the  Minister  of  Hctcienda  should  con- 
tradict the  statement  which  he  made  to  the  Cortes.  It  b  sufficient  for 
me  if  my  own  government  and  country  are  convinced  that  I  have  stated 
officially  what  is  true.  I  am  desirous,  however,  that  in  future  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Spanish  Regency  should,  when  they  notice  the  conduct  of 
myself,  or  of  the  army  under  my  command,  confine  themselves  to 
those  facts  their  information  on  which  may  be  founded  on  official 
documents. 

ThM  A.O.  to  Lieut.  Gtn,  tkt  Hm.  0. 1.  CU^  4ih  tkmmom  33d  Feb.  181% 

Having  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 

letter  of  the  19th  inst.  and  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  a  complaint  preferred  by 
the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  the  village  of  Freixo  against  the  —  reft.,  I  have  been  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  you  the  orders  and  sentiments  of  his  Excellency  there- 
upon in  the  following  terms,  which  are  those  made  use  of  by  hb  Excellency  upon 
the  occasion :  '  Inform  Gen.  Cole  that  it  appears  to  me  from  his  letter  of  the  19tb 
inst,  that  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Freixo  is  a  very  unaccommodating  person,  and  a 
very  improper  one  to  fill  such  an  office  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, ana  that  I  shall  complain  of  his  conduct  to  the  government;  but  that  in  all 
these  cases  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  appear  blameless ;  and  that 
I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  in  the  two  instances  in  whicli  he  complains  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Freixo  there  was  a  positive  disobedience  of  the  orders 
of  the  army.  Portugal  and  Spain  are  countries  m  which  the  authority  of  the  civil 
magistrates  is  as  well  understood,  and,  excepting  in  times  of  confusion  (and  I  am 
sorry  to  add  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  British  armv),  as  strictly  obeyed, 
as  in  our  own  country ;  and  without  adverting  to  the  breach  of  the  orders  of  the 

army,  I  should  wish  Major and  Lieut. to  consider  what  would  have 

happened  to  both,  and  what  to  I«ieut.  Gen.  Cole  and  myself,  if  an  officer  in  our 
own  country  had  gone  to  billet  his  regiment  on  a  village  in  which  there  was  a 
resident  magistrate,  and  taken  upon  himself  to  mark  the  houses  of  the  village 
without  the  consent  of  the  magistrate,  and  had  even  quartered  officers  by  his  own 
authority  on  the  magistrate's  house  against  his  consent.  To  add  to  all  this,  the 
Major  transmits  the  Lieutenant's  report  of  the  impertinence  of  the  manner  of  the 
magistrate.  If  such  conduct  can  be  deemed  correct,  all  orders  and  regulations 
are  useless.  It  is  better  that  the  British  army  should  take  the  country  into  their 
own  hands,  and  let  it  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the  private  soldiers  as  they  may  think 
proper.  But  if  protection  of  the  country  means  any  thing,  it  means  protection  ot 
Its  laws  and  magistrates  against  our  own  people  disposed  to  violate  or  insult 
either,  as  well  as  against  the  common  enemy,  and  support  of  our  own  orders,  cal- 
culated not  only  for  this  object  of  protecting  the  laws  and  supporting  the  civil 
magistrate,  but  for  the  benefit  and  food  order  of  the  army.     It  is  impossible  for 

me  to  pass  over  the  conduct  of  Lieut ;  he  must  satisfy  the  magistrate  of 

Freixo,  or  he  must  be  brought  to  triid  before  a  Court  Martial  for  disobedience 

of  orders.     If  he  acted  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major ,  his  commanding 

officer,  tlien  Major must  be  brought  to  trial' 

TV  A.G.  to  Luut.  Om.  Om  Hon.  G.  L,  Cole,  4M  tUvimm.  a3d  Feb.  1813. 

Tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  directed  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
letters  and  other  papers  relating  to  Capt  — -,  —  regt,  some  time  since  in  com- 
mand of  a  detachment  which  marched  fVom  Belem  to  the  army,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  point  out  to  Capt the  impro- 
priety of  his  conduct  in  not  attending  the  parade  of  his  detachment  at  Belem  on 
the  evening  before  its  march,  by  which  omission  the  report  was  occasioned,  im- 
founded  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  men  were  sent  off  incomplete  in  necessaries. 
The  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  further  directed  me  to  signify  to  you  that,  in 
the  hope  that  Capt  — —  will  pay  more  attention  in  future,  his  Excellency  will 

take  no  further  notice  of  what  has  occurred.     Capt is  to  be  released  from 

arrest. 
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To  the  Minisler  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freneda,  24th  Peb.  181 3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  of  the  15th  inst,  and  its  enclosures, 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos,  which  I  request  you 
to  lay  hefore  the  Regency,  from  which  the  Regency  will  observe  the  in- 
conveniences resulting  from  the  delay  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
measures  agreed  upon  with  me  before  I  quitted  Cadiz. 

I  beg  you  particularly  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Regency  to  the 
letter  from  your  Excellency  of  the  15th  Jan.  last,  to  the  Marques  del 
Palacio,  copied  in  the  letter  from  the  Marques  to  the  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  my  letter  to  your  Excel- 
lency  of  the  25th  Dec  1812,  in  which  I  informed  your  Excellency  as 
follows;*  to  which  your  Excellency,  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  Jan.  1813, 
was  pleased  to  reply. 

I  believe  there  is  no  person  who  will  read  these  extracts,  and  the  letter 
of  your  Excellency  to  the  Marques  del  Palacio  of  the  15th  Jan.,  who  will 
not  be  convinced  that  the  arrangement  intimated  to  the  Marques  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  arrangements  made  by  the  government  with  me. 

I  am  convinced  that  it  must  have  been  an  oversight ;  but  I  am  anxious 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  government,  either  recalling  or  confirming  that 
letter,  at  an  early  period. 

The  object  which  I  had  in  view  in  every  thing  I  proposed  to  the  govern- 
ment, was  to  have  in  my  hands  the  power  of  performing  duties  for  which 
I  was  to  be  responsible.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  be  responsible  for  the 
Marques  del  Palacio. 

I  would,  besides,  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  letter  of  your 
Excellency  of  the  15th  Jan.  is  not  less  inconsistent  with  the  arrangement 
made  with  me  than  it  is  with  the  spirit  at  least,  if  not  with  the  letter,  of 
the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6^  Jan.  Under  that  decree  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  4th  army  was  to  be  Captain  General  of  Estre- 
madura ;  and  under  the  Ordemmzas^  and  the  old  practice  of  the  service; 
and  particularly  under  the  arrangement  made  with  me,  it  rests  with  the 
Captain  General  of  the  province,  who  is  responsible  to  government  and  to 
me,  to  take  care  that  there  is  a  proper  person  to  command  in  the  province. 

To  the  Minirter  at  War,  Cadii.  Freneda,  %ith  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  15th 
inst  this  day.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  continue  a  correspondence  of  the  kind 
of  which  that  letter  forms  a  part 

I  am  sincerely  desirous  of  forwarding  the  views  of  the  government  in 
every  respect,  and  of  serving  them  in  the  manner  which  may  be  most 
agreeable  to  ihe  Regency ;  but  I  would  observe  to  your  Excellency  that 
much  of  the  cause  for  this  description  of  correspondence  would  cease,  if 
your  Excellency  would  communicate  to  me  directly  the  orders  and  wishes 
of  the  government,  whatever  they  may  be ;  or  if  their  execution  should 
be  of  so  pressing  a  nature  (which  can  seldom  occur)  as  that  it  is  necessary 
for  the  government  to  order  that  they  might  be  sent  direct  to  one  of  the 
officers  under  my  command,  it  is  desirable  that  your  Excellency  should 
lit  the  same  time  communicate  to  me  copies  of  them. 

*Seep.ai9. 
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I  mention  this,  because  I  see  that  orders  were  sent  by  your  Excellency, 
on  the  6th  Feb.,  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  and,  I  conclude,  to  other 
General  officers  commanding  armies,  containing  various  arrangements  for 
the  movement,  the  organization,  and  discipline  of  different  regiments  of 
cavalry,  infantry,  &c.  &c. 

Your  Excellency  will  at  once  perceive  the  inconvenience  of  this  mode 
of  conducting  the  business  of  the  army,  when  you  advert  to  the  letters 
which  I  have  recently  and  this  day  addressed  to  you  for  the  information 
of  the  government,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  cavalry.  Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  I  had 
already  turned  my  attention  to  the  state  of  that  arm,  and  had  proposed 
measures  for  its  reform  to  the  government,  to  be  gradually  carried  into 
execution,  and  according  as  circumstances  permitted ;  and  I  had  ordered 
the  movement  of  Gen.  Freyre's  corps  of  cavalry,  with  a  view  to  these 
reforms,  and  to  the  re-equipment  of  men  and  horses  in  various  respects. 
I  had  other  plans  in  contemplation  for  the  reform  of  other  corps  of  cavalry 
belonging  to  the  armies ;  but  not  only  is  it  impossible  for  me  to  act  on 
these  or  any  other  plans,  if  your  Excellency  continues  to  send  the  orders 
of  the  government  direct  to  those  under  my  command,  but  your  Excel- 
lency must  perceive  that  I  cannot  be  deemed  in  any  manner  either  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  or  at  all  responsible  for  it. 

To  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Forces.  Freoeda,  S4tb  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allott's  report  of  the  progress 
of  the  Children's  Schools  which  have  lately  been  established  at  Belem ; 
and  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that,  when  I  was  at  Lisbon  in  the  month  of 
January,  I  took  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  schools,  and  found  them  in 
excellent  order. 

To  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Forces.  Freneda,  24th  F^.  1813. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  clothing  for  the  regiments  com- 
posing this  army,  whether  due  at  Christmas,  1812,  or  at  Christmas,  1813, 
may  be  sent  to  the  Tagus  before  the  equinoctial  gales  in  September  next, 
and  that  it  may  be  packed  in  bales  or  cases,  each  weighing  90  lbs.,  with  a 
view  to  its  more  easy  conveyance  on  the  backs  of  mules. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Secretary  at  War.  Freneda,  24th  Feb.  1813. 

Some  doubt  having  arisen  regarding  the  construction  of  your  Lord- 
ship's circular  letter  of  the  19th  Oct  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  allowance 
of  bit  and  forage  money,  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  the  enclosed 
paper,  containing  the  copy  of  that  letter,  and  a  memorandum  from  the 
D.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  the  different  queries  to  which  I  will  thank  your  Lordship 
to  favor  me  with  a  reply  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient 

To  Earl  Bathtirst  Freneda,  21th  Feb.  1813. 

After  the  enemy  had  retreated  across  the  Tonnes,  as  reported  in  my ' 
last  dispatch  to  your  Lordship,  and  their  troops  had  taken  up  their  can- 
tonments, those  on  the  Upper  Tormes  collected  again  on  the  19th  inst 
from  Piedrahita,  Puente  del  Congosto,  El  Barco,  and  Avila;  and  on  the 
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morning  of  the  20th,  a  body  of  about  1500  infantry  and  100  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  the  GifUrcd  de  division,  Foy,  endeavored  to  sur- 
prise, and  attacked  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill's  post  at  Bejar,  consisting  of 
the  50th  regt.  and  6th  ca^ores,  which  troops  were  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Harrison  of  the  50th.  The  surprise  did  not  succeed ;  and 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  with  loss,  and  pursued  for  some  distance  by  the 
6th  ca^adores,  under  Major  Mitchell. 

I  enclose  Col.  Harrison's  report,*  from  which  your  Lordship  will  ob- 
iserve  that  the  Colonel  mentions  the  good  conduct  of  the  50th  regt.  and 
6th  ca^adores. 

In  consequence  of  the  enemy's  recent  movements  between  the  Tormes 
and  the  Agueda,  and  their  attack  upon  the  post  at  Bejar,  and  the  better 
to  enable  me  to  check  them  in  future,  I  propose  to  move  up  another 
division  of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  to  the  front,  which 
can  be  done  without  inconvenience  to  any  of  the  objects  for  which  the 
troops  were  placed  in  cantonments. 

The  enemy  have  lately  collected  at  Benavente  about  5000  or  6000 
men,  from  their  garrisons  on  the  Duero ;  and  made  in  the  last  week  an 
incursion  beyond  the  Esla  towards  Puebla  de  Sanabria,  but  I  have  not  yet 
heard  the  result     There  has  been  no  other  movement  that  I  have  heard  of. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Fieneda,  24th  Feb.  1813. 

f  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  W.  Beresford,  containing  a  requisition  for 
arms  and  appointments  for  the  Portuguese  troops. 

When  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship  last  week  upon  this  subject,  I  did  not 
calculate  upon  the  demand  for  the  Portuguese  army  amounting  to  more 
than  half  the  amount,  or  1Q,000  stand  of  muskets.  It  is  desirable,  there- 
fore, that  the  supply  of  arras  for  the  Peninsula,  throughout  the  year, 
should  be  60,000  stand  of  muskets  instead  of  50,000,  as  stated  in  my  last 
letter. 

To  Ewl  Batiiiint.  Freneda,  24tfa  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  27th 
Jan.,  in  regard  to  the  formation  in  this  army  of  a  Staff  Corps  of  cavalry 
under  the  Adj.  Gen.,  for  the  purposes  of  police ;  and  although  I  have 
not  received  the  orders  with  which  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief 
states  in  his  letter  to  your  Lordship  that  he  intends  to  honor  me,  I  propose 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  form  the  2  troops  of  this  corps  which  it  is  intended 
should  be  attached  to  the  army  in  this  country. 

*  Lieut  Col.  Harrison  to  Ueut,  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Bejar,  20th  Feb.  1813. 

I  bare  die  honor  to  report  to  jou,  that  a  little  before  daybreak  this  morning,  our  piquets 
were  attacked,  and  after  some  smart  firing  were  obliged  to  (all  back ;  but,  on  being  rein- 
fiiroed  by  some  companies  of  the  50th  regt,  and  6th  ciKjadores,  the  enemy  were  driven  back, 
leaving  some  dead :  they  retired  across  the  bridge  on  the  road  to  Congosto,  and  were  for 
some  tune  followed  by  Major  Mitchell  with  the  6th  ca^adores,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted 
for  the  assistance  he  hiss  afforded  me  on  this  occasion.  1  beg  leave  also  to  mention  Capt 
Moras,  of  die  6th  eacadorei^  who  particularly  distinguished  hunself  in  checking  the  progress 
of  the  enemy's  advance,  and  was  slightly  wounded.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisBed 
with  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  dOth  regt.,  and  6th  ca^adores,  who 
compose  the  garrison  of  this  place. 
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At  the  time  I  took  the  command  of  this  army  in  April,  1809, 1  formed 
a  corps  of  horsemen  then  denominated  ^  the  Corps  of  Guides,'  which  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department.  It 
consists  chiefly  of  foreign  deserters  from  the  enemy's  army,  and  is  offi- 
cered by  Portuguese,  generally  students  of  the  University  of  Coimbra. 
The  object  in  the  formation  of  this  corps  and  its  duties,  at  first,  were  to 
make  inquiries  about,  and  to  reconnaitre  roads ;  to  provide  interpreters 
between  the  common  village  guides  of  the  country  and  the  leaders  of 
columns  of  troops  on  their  march ;  and  to  circulate  orders  and  other 
communications  between  the  Hifferent  divisions  of  the  army  and  head 
quarters. 

In  proportion  as  the  numbers  of  the  army  have  been  increased,  and 
their  operations  have  been  extended,  and  the  resources  of  the  country  in 
means  of  communication  have  been  diminished,  this  corps  has  been  aug- 
mented ;  and  in  the  last  campaign  all  the  communications  between  the 
army  and  the  frontier  of  Portugal ;  all  those  with  Madrid  and  Gen.  Hill's 
corps,  as  well  while  on  the  Tagus  as  while  in  Estremadura,  were  carried 
on  by  the  Corps  of  Guides  placed  in  stages  on  the  roads. 

The  nature  of  the  disorders  committed  by  our  soldiers,  and  the  time  of 
their  committing  them  being  generally  on  their  removal  to  or  from  gene- 
ral hospitals,  suggested  to  me  the  expediency  of  using  the  Corps  of 
Guides  in  aid  of  the  police  under  the  Provost,  on  the  roads  on  which 
they  should  be  placed  for  the  communications  in  the  next  campaign ;  and 
with  this  object  in  view  I  directed  a  further  increase  of  the  corps  at  the 
close  of  the  last  campaign. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  these  measures  will  not  be  the  less  necessary,  even 
tliough  the  Staff  Corps  of  cavalry  should  be  formed  in  this  army. 

1st;  Our  English  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  are  not  very 
fit  to  be  trusted  alone,  and  out  of  the  view  of  their  officers,  in  detached 
stations  at  a  distance  from  the  army,  as  the  soldiers  of  the  Guides  are  for 
months  together,  without  occasioning  any  complaint 

2dly ;  When  the  Staff  Corps  shall  have  supplied  the  orderlies  for  Gene- 
ral officers,  and  those  men  necessary  for  the  police  of  the  different  divi- 
sions of  the  army,  and  for  the  principal  hospital  stations,  it  will  not  be 
sufficiently  numerous  to  perform  the  duties  of  police  on  the  great  com- 
munications of  the  army. 

To  Earl  Batbunt  Freneda,  S4th  Feb.  1813. 

It  is  desirable  that  20,000  sets  of  black  accoutrements  should  be  sent 
to  Lisbon  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army. 

I  likewise  request  your  Lordship  to  send  out  horse  appointments  to 
Lisbon  for  4000  cavalry  for  the  Spanish  army,  in  addition  to  the  4000 
already  arrived  at  Coruua. 

Tu  Major  Gen.  Campbell,  Alicante.  Freneda,  !l5th  Feb.  1S13. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst,  regarding  the  conduct  of 
the  2d  Italian  regt ,  and  I  entirely  concur  in  all  the  measures  you  have 
adopted,  and  applaud  the  decision  and  firmness  of  your  conduct.  I  am 
prepared  likewise  to  approve  of  whatever  you  shall  determine,  upon  de- 
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liberation,  regarding  the  future  fate  of  the  men  of  the  regiment,  whether 
to  be  formed  into  a  regiment  again  or  not ;  or  if  so  formed,  whether  to 
be  kept  as  part  of  the  army  or  sent  back  to  Sicilj. 

The  foreign  troops  are  so  much  addicted  to  desertion,  that  they  are 
very  unfit  for  our  armies,  of  which  they  necessarily  form  too  large  a 
proportion  to  the  native  troops.  The  evil  is  aggravated  by  the  practice 
which  prevails  of  enlisting  prisoners  as  well  as  deserters,  and  Frenchmen 
as  well  as  other  foreigners,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders  of  go- 
vernment upon  the  subject.  The  consequence  is,  therefore,  that  a  foreign 
regiment  cannot  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  the  soldiers  can  desert 
from  it,  that  they  don't  go  off  in  numbers ;  and  in  the  Peninsula  they 
carry  to  the  enemy  the  only  intelligence  which  he  can  acquire.  With 
this  knowledge,  I  seldom,  if  ever,  use  the  foreign  British  troops  of  this 
army  on  the  duty  of  outposts ;  and  whatever  you  may  determine  regard- 
ing the  2d  Italian  regiment,  I  recommend  the  same  practice  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

There  is  nothing  new  on  this  side  of  the  Peninsula.  The  armies  are 
nearly  in  the  stations  which  they  took  up  in  the  end  of  November. 

To  P.  C.  Tapper,  Esq.,  Contul  at  Alicaote.  Freneda,  25th  Feb.  1813. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  forwarded  me  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  in 
which  you  inform  him  of  the  arrival  at  Alicante  of  40  mules  taken  from 
the  enemy,  presented  to  me  by  Don  Asuncion  Nebot.  As  I  have  not  an 
opportunity  of  writing  to  that  chief,  I  beg  that  you  will  tell  him  how 
much  I  am  obliged  to  him  for  his  attention.  I  have  heard  of  his  success- 
ful endeavors  against  the  enemy  with  the  utmost  interest,  and  I  sincerely 
congratulate  him  upon  them ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  able  to  commu- 
nicate with  him  more  closely. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  having  given  over  the  mules  to  the  service 
of  the  British  artillery,  where  I  beg  they  may  remain. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sense  of  the  services  which 
you  have  rendered  to  the  interesting  cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged, 
in  the  different  situations  you  have  filled  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Penin- 
sula. I  have  read  your  accounts  of  transactions  there  with  the  utmost 
interest,  and  I  sincerely  wish  you  success. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Freneda,  25th  Feb.  1813. 

His  Majesty's  government  have  lately  sent  out  to  this  country  certain 
sums  of  money  in  guineas  to  pay  his  troops,  which  I  have  issued  to  the 
troops  at  their  current  value  in  England,  viz.,  £1.  1^.  sterling;  dollars  are 
issued  to  the  troops  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6d.  sterling  each,  which  is  the  Mint 
price  of  dollars  in  England;  and  the  guinea  therefore,  in  reference  to  dollars, 
is  worth  4  dollars  and  four-sixths  of  a  dollar. 

The  dollar  is  worth  20  reales  veUon  ;  and  the  guinea,  according  to  the 
same  rule,  ought  to  be  worth  93  redle$  vellan^  and  12  maravedis. 

Some  difficulty,  however,  has  occurred  in  circulating  guineas  in  Spain 
at  this  rate  of  exchange,  which  is  certainly  their  intrinsic  value ;  and  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  bring  the  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Spanish  government,  and  request  them  to  issue  a  procla- 
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mation  to  authorise  the  circulation  of  guineas  in  Spain  at  the  rate  of  4 
dollars  and  four-sixths  of  a  dollar,  or  at  93  recUes  12  maravedis, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  His 
Majesty's  minister  at  Lishon  on  this  subject,*  in  order  to  procure  their 
circulation  in  Portugal,  with  his  answer,  and  the  copy  of  the  proclamation 
of  the  Portuguese  government  after  an  issue  of  the  guineas  by  the  Por- 
tuguese mint. 

Aa  Cap.  G^n.  Don  F.  X.  Castanos.  Freneda,  ce  25  F6v.  1813. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  22,  et  les  lettres  officielles  qui 
I'accompagnent.  J'ecrirai  des  rtfponses  officielles  k  celles-ci;  mais  en 
attendant  j*ai  lu  le  memoire  du  Gt5n.  Giron,  que  je  trouve  excellent.  II 
fonde  ce  qu'il  propose  sur  ce  qu'exige  le  bon  sens;  qui  est  cent  fois 
meilleur  rt^glement  que  tout  autre.  Je  ne  crois  pas  qu*il  j  ait  quelque 
chose  k  trouver  k  redire  dans  tout  le  mc^moire ;  mais  comme  j'ai  dit  la 
haut,  je  vous  y  donnerai  une  rt^ponse  officielle. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  les  habillemens  des  troupes  en  Estremadure,  je 
verrai  si  je  peux  vous  en  donner ;  je  crois  cependant  tjue  toute  la  provi- 
sion de  I'annt^e  demiere  est  finie,  et  celle  pour  cette  annee  n'est  pas  encore 
arrivee.  D'ailleurs  vous  en  avez  besoin,  je  crois,  en  Galice,  oh  je  travaille 
avec  Salvador  pour  mettre  les  choses  sur  un  bon  pied ;  et  je  crois  qu*en 
ce  qui  regarde  armemens,  habillemens,  et  t^uipemens  de  soldat,  Tarmee 
de  Galice  sera  bientot  mieux  que  jamais. 

J'ai  en  main  une  reforme  pour  la  cavalerie,  et,  en  idt^,  une  pour  I'in- 
fanterie  qui  j'espere  fera  un  bon  effet.  Les  Fran^ais  seraient  bien  <$tonn(^ 
et  il  serait  drdle,  si,  apres  tout^  nous  avions  une  arm^e  Espagnole  pour  la 
campagne  prochaine !     Je  crains  seulement  pour  les  finances. 

J'ai  ordonntJ  k  M.  Routh  de  payer  k  votre  ordre  les  20,000  duros  qui 
sont  k  Elvas.  Que  voulez  vous  qu'on  fasse  des  80,000  qui  sont  k  la 
Corrogne  ? 

Je  crois  qu'en  tout  cas  il  faut  que  nous  payions  les  gamisons  de  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  et  de  Badajoz,  dans  le  sort  desquelles  nous  sommes  si  fortement 
interess^,  et  les  troupes  aussi  qui  serviront  de  concert  avec  notre  arm<$e. 
Si  nous  ne  payons  pas  les  demi^res,  il  y  aura  beaucoup  de  m<k;ontentement^ 
et  de  la  dtSsertion.  Mais  je  ne  dt^ire  pas  limiter  mes  secours  k  ces  troupes 
seulement.  Si  on  pent  trouver  du  num<$raire,  j'aurai  assez  pour  donner 
de  la  solde  k  50,000  hommes,  dont  environ  la  moiti<$  serait  approprit^e  en 
payant  les  troupes  que  je  vous  ai  dc^a  propose  avec  celles  d' Alicante. 

Je  suis  bien  flchc^  de  ce  qui  est  arrive  k .      Pour  moi, 

j'entends  tant  de  choses  sur  tout  le  monde  que  je  n'en  crois  jamais  que  la 
moiti<$ :  mais  je  ne  crois  rien  de  ce  qu'on  dit  de  —  — .  Cependant 
sa  n^putation  est  vraiment  mauvaise ;  et  je  crois  que  ce  serait  une  injustice 
de  le  faire  servir  aupres  de  notre  armtSe  dans  laquelle  on  parle  bien  mal 
de  sa  conduite  k  Madrid.  Je  crois  qu'il  ferait  mieux  de  servir  dans 
Tarmt^  de  Galice. 

J'ai  ^rit  k  la  Rt^gence  sur  I'affaire  du  Marques  del  Palacio.  J'esp^re 
que  nous  nous  entendrona  ^  la  fin;  mais  les  choses  n'ont  pas  ^t^  bien 
jusqu'^  pnbent.  Je  serais  flch^  d'etre  oblig<^  de  donner  ma  d<^mission ; 
•  See  Mtli  Nov.  1812,  p.  175. 
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mais  vraiment  je  le  ferai,  si  on  n'agit  pas  avec  moi,  comme  j*agis  avec  tout 
le  monde,  c'est  k  dire,  de  bonne  foi,  et  selon  rarrangement  convenu. 

Je  n'ai  aucune  nouvelle  de  Cadiz  sur  la  politique,  mais  je  serais  tenUS 
de  croire  que  les  affisiires  vont  durer  telles  qu'elleu  sont,  au  moins  pour 
quelque  temps. 

Je  suis  fUchti  d'avoir  de  si  mauvaises  nouvelles  sur  les  a£Eaire8  de  finance 
d'Estremadure.     II  faut  espt^er  que  cela  ira  mieuz. 

Je  vais  demain  faire  la  revue  des  troupes  k  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

P.S.  Je  yon»  prie  de  faire  mes  complimens  k  la  Manuela  de  Caldera,  et 
k  la  Pajno. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  EL  Wellesley,  K.B.  Franeda,  25th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th.  That  which  I  was  apprehensive 
would  come  into  dbcussion  in  Parliament,  was  the  difference  of  opinion  it 
was  stated  in  the  Spanish  newspapers  that  I  had  with  the  Cortes ;  and  the 
grounds  for  and  view  of  that  difference  taken  hj  the  libellers  at  Cadiz. 
However,  that  apprehension  is  probably  groundless;  and  at  all  events  I 
have  not,  nor  shall  L  write  another  line  upon  the  subject,  without  sending 
it  to  you. 

I  wish  you  would  state  officially  your  objections  to  the  proposed  mode 
of  raising  money,  and  specifically  the  plan  proposed  instead  of  it.  Have 
you  conversed  upon  this  plan  with  the  person  whom  Mr.  Gordon  brought 
to  me?  It  appears  to  me  that  nothing  can  be  fairer  than  this  plan  to  all 
parties  ;  but  I  am  by  no  means  wedded  to  it,  and  I  must  say  that  I  have 
not  yet  given  even  one  security  in  payment  of  our  enormous  debts,  f 
shall  write  to  Adm.  Martin  respecting  the  trade  with  San  Sebastian. 
I  write  to  Gen.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Tupper,  by  this  occasion,  letters  which 
I  send  open  for  your  perusal. 

You  don't  mention  the  receipt  of  my  letter  to  La  Vega,  and  I  therefore 
send  a  duplicate  of  it  I  informed  you  of  the  conversation  I  had  at  Cadiz 
with  the  Portuguese  minister  regarding  the  claims  of  La  Carlota  to  the 
Regency :  I  held  precisely  the  same  language  at  Lisbon  to  the  Portuguese 
government  and  ministers ;  and  I  rather  understood  from  the  latter  that 
the  Prince  Regent,  although  desirous  of  having  the  claims  of  his  family 
to  the  succession  recognised,  did  not  wish  that  Carlota  should  be  Regent ; 
at  least,  that  he  had  never  intimated  such  a  wish.  I  think  that  if  this  was 
known  at  Cadiz,  it  would  settle  her  claims  for  ever. 

There  is  nothing  new.  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  strongly  to  the 
government  on  the  delay  of  their  measures  for  the  settlement  of  the  army, 
and  on  their  departure  from  their  arrangements  with  me :  I  hope  I  shall 
by  fair  means  bring  them  to  rights ;  if  not,  I  must  resign  the  command. 

P.S.  I  don't  write  to  Nebot,  but  leave  it  to  Tupper  to  write  to  him. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Frencda,  27th  Feb.  1813. 

I  write  to  let  you  know  that  an  expedition  is  talked  of  at  Salamanca,  to 
the  Sierra,  of  8000  men,  to  be  collected  from  the  Tormes.  Thb  may  not 
be  true,  but  it  is  as  well  to  attend  to  the  report  so  far  as  not  to  undo  your  ar- 
rangements, if  you  can  keep  there  without  material  inconvenience.  I  think 
likewise,  that  if  the  green  forage  has  begun  to  appear  on  this  side  of  the 
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Tagus,  you  might  bring  the  Royals,  or  3d  dragoon  guards,  to  Zarza  or 
Moraleja. 

I  have  ordered  the  4th  division  to  this  side  of  the  Coa,  and  shall  observe 
closely  what  passes.  Do  you  observe  what  passes  on  the  side  of  the  Tietar 
and  Alberche.  We  must  save  these  Sierras,  and  keep  the  pass  if  we  can 
without  material  risk  or  loss. 

To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Berasford,  K.B.  Freneda,  37th  Feb.  1818. 

I  have  had  a  conversation  with  Lieut.  Col.  Fisher  and  Col.  Dickson  re- 
specting our  and  your  ordnance  arrangements  for  the  next  campaign. 

I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  you  can  equip  one  9  pounder  brigade 
(new  pattern),  and  one '6  pounder  brigade,  to  be  with  Hamilton's  division, 
and  one  9  pounder  brigade  (new  pattern),  to  be  in  our  reserve.  I  will 
take  from  you,  and  will  pay  for  the  use  of  the  British  artillery  equipments, 
all  the  draft  mules  you  will  have  over  and  above  that  complement,  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  us  fit  for  service. 

We  must  have  a  company  of  Portuguese  artillery  in  our  reserve, 
besides  the  artillery  attached  to  the  brigades  with  Hamilton  and  in  our 
reserve. 

I  should  wish  all  the  ammunition  with  these  brigades  to  be  on  carriages ; 
and  I  recommend  to  you  to  apply  the  carriage  or  pack  mules  you  have  col- 
lected for  the  gun  ammunition,  to  carry  musket  ammunition  or  provisions. 

We  want  only  1500  horses  or  mules  to  complete  our  artillery  equipment 
to  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  draw  it  However,  f  believe  I  shall  get 
them  before  the  time  comes  for  opening  the  campaign.  The  taking  your 
9  pounder  brigade  into  the  reserve  will  save  us  170  horses;  but  we  shall 
still  want  the  1500. 

To  Major  Gen.  Hay.  Freneda,  37th  Feb.  1813. 

I  return  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  you  are 
President,  on  the  trial  of . 

If  the  latter  part  of  what  is  contained  in  the  sentence  is  considered  by 

the  Court  as  a  recommendation  of ,  it  must,  according  to  the 

Standing  orders  of  the  service  (of  which  it  is  extraordinary  that  I  should 
have  occasion  to  remind  the  General  Court  Martial),  be  conveyed  in  a 
letter  separate  from  the  sentence. 

Au .  Freneda,  ce  27  F^v.  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  23  de  Badajoz.  C'est  au  G<$n($ral  Castanos,  et 
non  pas  k  moi,  qu'il  appartient  de  faire  les  arrangemens  de  la  4"*  arm^ 
pour  lesquels  je  n'ai  rien  k  faire,  que  de  voir  s'ils  ne  sont  pas  contraires 
au  bien  du  service. 

J'ai  toujours  eu  lieu  d'etre  content  de  votre  service  pendant  que  voua 
serviez  de  concert  avec  cette  arm<$e ;  mais,  k  vous  dire  le  vrai,  je  crois  que 
vous  ne  devez  pas  vous  y  remettre ;  et  que  vous  ferez  mieux  de  voua 
poster  k  rarm«$e  de  Galice. 

Vous  savez  que  je  suis  dans  lliabitude  de  dire  mon  avis  franchement; 
et  si  mon  feu  ami  le  Marques  de  la  Romana  ^tait  ici,  je  lui  dirais  la  m^me 
chose* 
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To  Lieut  Gen.  tbe  Conde  de  la  BitbaL  Freneda,  27th  Feb.  1813. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  from  you  how  you  find  yourself,  and  whether 
your  wounds  are  getting  better,  and  are  likely  to  enable  you  to  take  an 
active  share  in  the  next  campaign. 

You  will  have  seen  the  result  of  my  letter  to  the  government  in  conse- 
quence of  your  reports  to  me.  Matters  appear  to  me  now  to  be  in  a  state 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  make  the  experiment  whether  any  thing  can  or 
cannot  be  got  from  the  country  on  account  of  the  legitimate  government. 
You  will  likewise  have  seen  that  the  gentleman  whom  you  had  recom- 
mended has  at  last  been  appointed  Intendant  General  of  the  Army  of 
Reserve. 

I  have  written  to  the  government  on  the  subject  of  your  last  letter  to  me ; 
and  I  trust  that  I  shall  at  last  have  put  an  end  to  the  interference  of  the 
government  in  concerns  in  which  they  renounced  all  direct  interference  by 
their  arrangement  with  me. 

You  will  have  seen  that  I  have  directed  Gen.  Freyre's  cavalry  to 
assemble  on  the  Guadalquivir,  with  a  view  to  their  re-equipment,  and  to 
save  the  horses  from  starving  at  the  present  moment.  I  have  in  contem- 
plation, indeed  I  have  already  commenced,  a  re-organization  of  the  cavalry 
in  the  old  established  regiments  of  the  service,  which  I  propose  to  carry 
into  execution,  by  degrees,  as  circumstances  will  permit ;  which  arrange- 
ment I  hope  will  eventually  restore  that  arm  in  the  Spanish  armies.  I 
have  likewise  in  contemplation  an  improvement  of  the  organization  of  the 
infantry,  upon  which  I  should  wish  to  have  your  opinion. 

The  regiments  now  consist  of  one  battalion,  having  a  Colonel,  Lieut. 
Colonel,  and  Major ;  and  8  companies,  each  company  having  one  Captain 
and  4  Subalterns,  and  an  establishment  of  150  meu«  The  objection  I  have 
to  this  organization  is : 

1st;  That,  if  a  regiment  should  be  complete,  it  consists  of  too  many 
men  to  be  manageable,  particularly  by  officers  themselves  not  very  well 
trained  to  discipline. 

2dly ;  There  are  in  every  regiment  of  infantry  at  present  a  very  large 
proportion  of  men,  either  from  youth  and  weakness,  or  from  age  and  infir- 
mities, not  fit  for  the  active  duties  of  the  field ;  and  all  these,  in  the  event 
of  the  regiment  marching  to  the  field,  would  become  a  burden  to  the  army. 
3dly ;  There  are  duties  to  be  performed,  or  garrisons  to  be  occupied,  in 
each  of  the  districts  allotted  for  the  support  of  the  armies.  Indeed,  it  is 
not  quite  clear  to  me  that  any  contributions  will  be  realised  without  mili- 
tary assistance.  All  these  duties  might  be  performed  by  the  men  above 
referred  to,  if  properly  organised. 

4thly ;  The  regiments,  as  now  formed,  have  no  reserve.  A  regiment 
takes  Uie  field,  and  if,  by  the  fatigues  of  the  service  or  the  casualties  of 
war,  its  numbers  should  be  reduced,  it  must  go  bodily  to  garrison; 
whereas,  by  the  organization  which  I  propose,  it  will  always  be  possible  to 
keep  it  up  in  a  respectable  slate  for  service. 

What  I  should  propose  is  that  each  regiment  should  consist  of  1  Colonel, 
1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Major,  and  12  companies,  each  of  100  men,  and 
1  Captain  and  3  Subaltern  officers.  The  regiment  to  be  formed  into  2 
battalions,  each  battalion  of  6  companies,  and  the  Colonel  and  Lieutenant 
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Colonel,  or  Colonel  and  Major,  to  be  with  the  Ist  battalion ;  the  Lieut. 
Colonel  or  Major,  as  the  arrangement  might  be,  with  the  2d.  In  case 
the  regiment  should  not  consist  of  1200  men  complete,  it  should  have  only 
10  companies,  of  which  6  in  the  Ist  and  4  in  the  2d  battalion. 

The  regiment  would  thus  become  much  more  manageable  in  manoBUvre. 
If  the  Commander  of  the  Army  should  have  any  occasion  to  leave  any 
troops  in  his  district,  he  would  have  the  facility  of  leaving  the  least  disci- 
plined and  weakly  men  of  the  regiments  under  his  command,  who  would 
be  in  a  state  of  organization  to  perform  some  service.  The  2d  battalion 
of  a  regiment  left  behind  in  cantonments  would  be  a  reserve  for  the  Ist, 
and  would  furnish  it  with  trained  recruits  to  keep  up  its  numbers. 

The  2  battalions  of  the  same  regiment  should  always  belong  to  the  same 
army ;  and  it  would  of  course  rest  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army  whether  he  would  or  not  take  both  into  the  field.  If  he  should  do 
so,  they  would  of  course  act  together  in  the  same  brigade  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Colonel,  but  in  separate  battalions.  Generally  speaking, 
however,  I  would  recommend  to  leave  the  2d  battalion  in  cantonments, 
and  to  have  the  Ist  battalion  only  in  the  field. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  communicate  to  me  your  senti- 
ments on  this  scheme. 

The  office  of  Inspector  General  in  the  Spanish  army  is  a  very  ancient 
one,  which,  as  at  present  exercised,  does  not  appear  to  be  very  useful, 
although  it  might  be  very  much  so.  I  propose  to  try  what  I  can  do  on 
this  point,  and  whether  I  cannot  get  the  most  able  officers  of  rank  in  each 
army  appointed  the  Inspectors,  really  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office. 
This,  with  the  frequent  reviews  and  inspections  by  the  General  officers  of 
the  army,  will  aid  in  restoring  discipline  and  appearance,  which  is  very 
important. 

There  is  nothing  new  on  this  side.  The  enemy  appear  to  have  quitted 
^e  Upper  Tonnes  since  their  affair  with  our  troops  at  Bejar  on  the  20th. 
But  I  suspect  that  they  want  to  get  hold  of  the  Sierra,  and  I  have  col- 
lected a  few  troops  to  prevent  them.  We  are  tolerably  strong,  and  I  shall 
certainly  assemble  the  troops  as  soon  as  the  green  forage  appears. 

P.S.  I  write  to  you  in  English,  because  I  Mrrite  that  language  with  most 
facility ;  but  I  can  read  Spanish  perfectly,  and  beg  that  you  will  use  that 
language  in  your  reply  which  will  be  most  convenient  to  yourself. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Judge  Advocate  General.  Freneda,  27th  Feb.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  on  the  trial  of 

— ,  Dep.  Assist.  Commissary  Gen.,  and  the  recommendation  of 

that  gentleman,  upon  which  I  request  you  to  take  the  pleasure  of  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  Regent. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  — —  is  under  arrest  upon  another 

charge,  on  which,  to  save  time,  his  prosecutor  has  offered  to  admit  all  he 
has  stated  he  wishes  to  prove  by  calling  the  Commissary  Gen.,  Mr.  Bissett, 
from  Gibraltar,  and  other  witnesses  who  cannot  conveniently  be  assembled 
at  this  trial.  He  has  since  declared  he  wishes  to  prove  more ;  that  Mr. 
Bissett  must  appear,  however  inconvenient  to  the  service ;  and  that  he 
protests  against  being  tried,  unless  all  the  witnesses  are  present. 
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You  will  observe  the  opinion  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  that 

is  not  a  person  in  a  sane  state  of  mind ;  and  if  His  Royal  Highness 

should  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Court  Martial 
in  his  favor,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  it  should  be  on  con- 
dition of  his  resigning  his  situation  in  His  Majesty's  service. 

To  Brig.  G«n.  luglii.  Freneda,  28th  Feb.  1813. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which 

you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of  Dep.  Assist  Commissary ;  and 

I  must  request  the  Court  to  revise  boUi  their  proceedings  and  sentence. 

In  regard  to  their  proceedings,  the  Court  should  ascertain  the  amount 
due  to  the  public,  and  not  refer  to  any  other  authority  whatever.  In 
regard  to  the  sentence,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  extraordinary  tliat  the  Court 
should  have  found  the  prisoner  guilty  of  disobedience  of  a  positive  order 
in  making  purchases  at  all ;  that  they  should  have  found  him  guilty  of 
making  purchases  at  extravagant  prices ;  and  should  have  by  their  sentence 
awarded  that  punishment  which  is  attached  to  embezzlement,  and  yet 
should  have  acquitted  the  prisoner  of*  fraudulently  and  wilfully  mis- 
applying the  public  monies.' 

I  should  wish  the  Court  to  consider  whether  the  disobedience  of  the 
orders  of  his  superior  oflScer  by  Mr.  —  is  not  sufficient  at  least  to 
constitute  the  wilful  misapplication  of  the  public  money ;  and  whether, 
considering  the  difficulty  of  proving  the  positive  receipt  of  profit  in  a 
transaction  of  this  description,  it  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Court,  together  with  the  general  color  of  the  transaction  itself,  to 
induce  the  Court  to  attach  to  it  those  terms  of  infamy  which  undoubtedly 
belong  to  it 

If  the  Court  don't  think  proper  to  alter  their  sentence  as  above  sug- 
gested, 1  have  then  to  inform  them  that  I  doubt  the  legality  of  that  part 

of  their  sentence  which  goes  to  make  Mr. pay  a  sum  of  money  to 

the  public.  Upon  this  point  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Court  to  the  Mutiny 
Act  and  Articles  of  War,  in  which  they  will  see  that  the  power  to  sen- 
tence the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  found  to  be  due  depends  upon  tlie 
finding  of  the  guilt  of  embezzlement 

The  ji.O,  to  Ueut,  Gen.  the  Hon,  W,  Sttwart^  l«/  diviuon,  28th  Feb.  1813. 

Referring  to  the  P.S.  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  inst.,  regarding  Ensign  — , 
—  regt.,  now  under  arrest  in  consequence  of  a  transaction  which  occurred  at 
Punhete  in  the  month  of  December  last,  in  the  course  of  which  transaction  a  Por- 
tuguese inhabitant  lost  his  life,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  to  signify  to  you,  in  answer,  that  the  case  having  been  referred  to  the 
Portuguese  government  by  his  Excellency,  with  a  request  to  be  informed  whether 

it  was  desired  by  the  Portuguese  governmen I  that  Ensign should  be  brought 

to  trial  before  a  General  Court  Alartial,  as  for  a  military  offence,  on  charges  to  be 
pounded  on  the  circumstances  which  came  out  upon  the  examination  taken  at 
Punhete ;  or  that  he  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try, to  be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  Portugal :  the  Portuguese  government 
has  thoiight  proper  to  adopt  the  latter  mode  of  proceeding.  A  further  communi- 
cation has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  to  ascertain 

where,  and  to  what  authority,  Ensign is  to  be  delivered  up ;  and  when  an 

answer  will  have  been  received,  his  Excellency  will  give  directions  what  steps 

shall  be  taken  thereupon.     Ensign in  the  mean  while  is  to  remain  under 

arrest. 
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To  Major  Gen.  Wbittttigham.  Freneda,  lit  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  several  letters  to  the  1st  Feb., 
by  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  your  division,  who  arrived  here  yesterday. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  Jan.,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
Capt.  Grey  being  employed  on  the  Eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  on  the 
service  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  I  cannot  allow  him  to  serve 
in  the  Spanish  army. 

1  have  settled  with  the  Inspectors  General  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  that 
you  shall  be  appointed  the  Inspector  of  both  arms  in  the  division  of  troops 
under  your  command ;  and  you  will  carry  on  that  duty  according  to  the 
orders  and  regulations  of  the  Spanish  government 

I  have  settled  with  the  Inspector  of  the  Cavalry  to  draft  the  hussars  of 
Aragon,  and  the  regiment  of  Cuenca,  into  the  regiments  of  Almanza  and 
Oliven^a.  This  drafl  will  make  those  regiments  over  complete  in  men ; 
but  you  will  dispose  of  the  horses  as  you  may  think  proper  among  the 
trained  men  of  the  regiments  as  already  formed,  and  the  others  you  will 
have  trained  either  in  Spain  or  Majorca,  until  I  shall  send  orders  for  the 
disposal  of  them. 

To  Major  Gen.  Boohe.  Freoeda,  Ist  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  Feb. 

The  division  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Whittingham  be- 
longs to  the  army  of  Majorca ;  that  under  your  command  belongs  to  the 
3d  army ;  but  it  is  for  the  present  detached  from  that  army,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  with  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  at  Alicante. 
I  don't  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  this  arrangement. 

I  have  written  to  Gen.  Elio,  to  request  that  he  will  direct  arrangements 
may  be  made  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  those 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Whittingham.  I  understand  that  the  troops 
under  your  command,  as  well  as  all  others  of  the  Spanish  nation,  are 
in  the  service  of  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  and  they  are  neither  your  pro- 
perty, nor  that  of  any  other  Spanish  General  oflBcer.  They  will  be  attached 
to  those  under  your  command  or  not,  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  not  otherwise ;  and  I  beg  that  the  complaints  on  this  subject, 
and  the  requests  that  certain  troops  may  be  called  back  to  your  division, 
may  not  be  repeated. 

This  reasoning  applies  to  the  hussars  of  Fernando  VII.,  equally  with  the 
regiments  of  Aragon  and  Burgos  ;  and  I  am  surprised  that  so  much  time 
has  elapsed  since  the  clothing  and  appointments  for  that  regiment  have 
arrived  in  Spain ;  and  that  the  regiment  should  not  yet  have  received  either. 

I  write  by  this  occasion  to  Gen.  Elio,  to  desire  that  the  regiment  may 
be  placed  in  a  convenient  situation  to  receive  its  clothing  and  appoint- 
ments from  Alicante,  which  I  desire  may  be  delivered  to  the  Command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment  when  he  shall  call  for  them,  and  that  the  regi- 
ment may  afterwards  be  disposed  of,  according  to  orders  which  shall  go 
from  hence. 

To  Lieut.  GcsQ.  Don  X.  Elio.  Freiieda,  lit  March,  1818. 

The  Chief  of  the  Staff  will  have  made  you  acquainted  with  the  motives 
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which  induced  me  to  order  a  part  of  the  cavalry  helonging  to  the  armj 
under  your  command  to  move  to  the  Guadalquivir;  and  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  the  same  motives  have  dictated  the  orders  which  I  send  hy  this 
occasion,  in  regard  to  the  hussars  of  Aragon,  and  the  regiment  of  Cuenca, 
and  in  regard  to  the  hussars  of  Fernando  VII. 

I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  however,  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to 

G.  O.  Freneda,  lat  March,  181S. 

1.  The  Commanding  officeit  of  regiments  of  infantry  are  immediately  to  moke  requisi- 
tiont  on  the  Commiasariet  attached  to  their  fereral  brigades  for  tin  camp  kettles,  to  be 
substituted  for  the  iron  camp  kettles  hitherto  in  use  with  the  troops. 

2.  The  numbers  are  to  be  one  for  every  6  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers.  The 
Commissaries  are  to  take  care  that  each  kettle  is  provided  with  a  good  bag ;  and  the  kettle 
of  each  mess  is  to  be  carried  on  a  march  alternately  by  the  men  of  the  mess,  instead  of  on 
a  mule,  as  heretofore. 

3.  The  Commissary  (ren.  will  give  directions  that  the  Commissary  with  each  divbiou 
may  always  have  with  the  division  a  store  of  60  camp  kettles  with  bags ;  the  Commissaries 
of  divisi<Nis  are  to  make  a  weekly  return  of  this  store  to  the  General  officer  commanding 
the  division,  who  is  requested  to  see  tliat  this  article  of  equipment  is  kept  complete. 

4.  The  iron  camp  kettles  in  use  with  the  Ist,  3d,  and  5th  divisions  are  to  be  put  in  store 
at  Oporto ;  those  of  the  2d  division  at  Castello  Branco ;  those  of  the  4th  and  Light  divi- 
sions at  Almeida ;  those  of  the  6th  and  7th  divisions  at  Figueira. 

6.  The  Commissary  Gen.  will  give  directions  tiiat  the  iron  camp  kettles  when  sent  into 
•tore  may  be  put  in  a  state  of  repair,  and  may  be  provided  with  cradles,  &c,  so  as  to  be  . 
fit  for  use  agam. 

6.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that  the  mules  hitherto  provided 
by  the  Commanding  officers  of  companies  of  iufanlry  for  the  carriage  of  camp  kettles  shall 
baeaJief  be  applied  to  the  carriage  or  tents  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers. 

7.  In  order  the  better  to  enable  the  officers  commanding  companies  to  perform  this  ser- 
vice, the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  ordered,  that  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  SL  5s.  forage 
money,  received  for  this  purpose  in  the  winter,  bAt  and  forage  allowance,  a  sum  of  10^  \At 
money  shall  be  received  by  each  Commanding  officer  of  a  company  of  infantry.  The  Com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  of  infantry  are  to  send  in  their  estimates  to  the  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
for  tiieir  allowances  fur  the  winter  b4t  and  forage,  now  in  the  course  of  payment 

8.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  in  consideration  of  the  allowance  grant^  for  this  service, 
the  officers  commanding  companies  will  have  an  animal  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The 
General  officers  conunandmg  brigades  are  requested  to  attend  particularly  to  this  part  of 
tike  equipment  of  the  regiments  under  their  command,  and  are  to  report  any  deficiency 
which  they  may  observe. 

9.  Whatever  may  be  the  strength  of  a  company,  the  mule  provided  by  the  Captain  is  to 
carry  3  tents,  with  their  poles,  nins,  &c.,  wnich  tents  are  to  be  disposable  under  the 
direction  of  the  A.  Q.  M.  G.  attached  to  the  division,  for  the  purpose,  however,  only  of 
giving  cover  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers. 

10.  The  mule  provided  to  carry  the  tents  for  the  soldiers  must  be  employed  solely  on 
that  service,  according  to  the  orders  heretofore  issued  in  regard  to  camp  kettle  mules. 

11.  The  Commandiar  of  the  Forces  has  frequently  had  occasion  to  complain,  that  not- 
withstanding he  has  ordered  the  issue  of  tents  for  the  officers  of  the  army,  staff  as  well  as 
regimental,  they  have  omitted  to  take  them  from  the  stores ;  and  afterwuds,  when  it  has 
been  expedient  to  encamp  the  troops,  the  greatest  inconveniences  have  been  experienced,  as 
well  by  officers,  staff  and  regimental,  as  by  the  soldiers. 

12.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  now  requests  that  die  General  officers  and  staff,  and 
the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments,  for  themselves,  the  regimental  staff,  and  the  officers 
of  companies,  will  make  requisitions  on  the  Q.  M.  G.  for  the  number  of  tents  they  require 
for  officers  during  the  ensuing  campaign  to  complete  to  the  numbers  allowed,  as  well  as  in 
exchange  for  any  rendered  unserviceable  by  wear ;  and  the  Q.  M.  G.  will  apprise  them  where 
these  tents  will  be  procured.  If  they  do  not  send  for  them,  they  must  do  without  tents ;  as 
those  provided  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  must  be  applied  to  that  purpose 
only. 

13.  The  Q.  H.  G.  will  likewise  apprise  die  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  of  infantry 
at  what  place  they  will  procure  the  tents  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers. 

14.  When  officers  will  arrive  at  Lisbon  from  England  and  elsewhere.  Major  Gen.  Pea- 
cocke  will  apprise  them  of  the  necessity  that  they  should  have  tents ;  that  is  to  say,  one  fut 
each  field  officer,  one  for  the  officers  of  each  company,  one  for  the  Adjutant  and  the  Quarter 
Master,  one  for  the  Medical  staff,  and  one  for  the  Paymaster ;  and  he  will  authorise  the 
issue  of  tents  accordingly  from  the  public  stores,  which  must  be  carried  by  the  officen  them* 
selves. 
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weaken  the  corps  of  troops  und^r  your  command.  I  h<^  to  be  able  to 
render  it  as  efficient  as  you  could  wish  before  the  campaign  shall  com- 
mence, and  that  you  will  have  those  opportunities  of  distinguishing  your- 
self, of  which  you  are  desirous. 

A  DoD  H.  Pedrorena.  An  qntrtMr  G^o^ml,  c*  t  Mai%  1813. 

J'ai  re9u  votre  lettre  du  20  F($y.  J'ai  pris  des  informations  sur  les 
nk^lamations  que  yous  faites  sur  la  laine  qui  a  M  prise  pour  le  service 
du  si^ge  de  Burgos ;  et  j'ai  trouv^  que  nous  vous  sommes  redeyables  pour 
une  quantit(^  de  laine  que,  d'apr^  yotre  lettre,  monte  k  46  ballots.  Je 
yous  prie  de  me  faire  sayoir  le  prix  de  cette  laine,  et  je  yous  assure  que 
yous  en  serez  paytS. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  le  blt5,  la  toile,  et  I'argent,  je  crois  que  ces  objets 
ont  ^U  donn<$s  k  Tarmf^  du  G({n<iral  Castanos,  et  pour  ceux-l&  je  ne  peux 
pas  ^tre  responsable. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Freneda,  1st  March,  1813. 

The  regiments  of  infantry,  Pontevedra  and  JSl  Principe,  belonging  to 
the  4th  army,  and  now  stationed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corufia,  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  accounts,  composed  generally  of  men  who,  haying 
heretofore  deserted  from  the  service,  have  been  brought  back  to  it ;  and 
they  are  generally  natives  of  the  provinces  of  the  north  of  Spain. 

As  I  know  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Regency  to  reinforce  the  troops  in  Cata*- 
Ionia,  I  have  requested  the  British  Admiral  at  Lisbon  to  send  transports 
to  Coruna ;  and  I  propose  to  order  that  these  two  regiments  may  be  em- 
barked in  them,  and  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Catalonia, 

In  case  the  government  should  entertain  any  objections  to  this  measure, 
I  beg  to  hear  from  you  upon  it  without  loss  of  time ;  that  if  necessary,  I 
may  be  able  to  prevent  the  embarkation  of  the  troops. 

To  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  Commissary  General.  Fireneda,  2d  March,  l81dL 

I  beg  that  you  will  send  to  Coruna  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  be  at 
the  disposal  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bourke,  1800  Flanders  kettles,  5000  wooden 
canteens  with  straps,  16,000  tumscrews  with  worms,  of  the  stores  at 
Lisbon  in  your  charge,  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army. 

I  have  written  to  Adm.  Martin,  to  request  him  to  send  some  transports 
to  Coruna,  and  these  articles  might  go  by  that  opportunity. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Freneda,  2d  March,  IBia 

There  are  in  Galicia,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coruna,  2  Spanish  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  that  of  El  Principe^  and  that  of  Pontevedra,  consisting 
in  the  whole  of  2000  men,  which  it  is  expedient  should  be  sent  from 
Conma  into  Catalonia;  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  let  me  know  whether  it  will  be  convenient  to  you  to  send  transports 
to  Coruna  to  take  them  round.  If  you  can,  I  request  you  to  send  them 
to  Coruna  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  to  you ;  taking  to  Coruiia  certain 
stores,  for  which  the  Commissary  Gen.  will  make  the  usual  application 
for  conveyance. 
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On  the  arrival  of  these  vessels  at  Coruna,  it  is  desirable  that  the  officer 
in  command  of  them  should  not  mention  for  what  piirpose  he  is  sent  to 
Coruna ;  and  that  he  should  he  directed  to  communicate  with  Lieut.  Col. 
Bourke  at  that  place,  and  to  follow  the  directions  he  will  receive  from 
that  officer  in  regard  to  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  and  the  period  of 
his  sailing. 

To  Capt  GeD.  Don  F.  X.  CastaJios.  Freneda,  2d  March,  1813. 

I  have  considered  with  the  utmost  attention  the  letter  of  your  Excel- 
lency of  the  22d  Feb.,  enclosing  one  of  the  14th  Feb.  from  Don  P.  A. 
Giron,  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  4th  army,  and  a  memoir  and  other  docu- 
ments from  that  officer,  in  regard  to  the  organization  to  be  given  to  that 
army,  under  existing  circumstances,  which  do  the  highest  credit  to  the 
sense,  the  diligence,  and  ability  of  that  officer. 

Having  referred  these  papers  to  the  consideration  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Staff,  I  enclose  his  report  upon  them,  and  I  now  proceed  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  my  opinion,  and  with  the  measures  which  I  wish  you  to  adopt. 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  opinion  of  Gen.  Giron,  that  the  organization 
of  the  4th  army  must  not  be  framed  according  to  any  technical  rules 
supposed  to  be  fixed,  but  should  be  adapted  to  circumstances.  It  is  my 
opinion,  however,  that  he  has  not  carried  that  wise  principle  as  far  as  it 
is  expedient  that  it  should  be  carried,  in  the  measures  which  he  has  pro- 
posed for  your  Excellency's  consideration. 

The  armies  of  all  the  allied  nations  are  now  in  quarters  of  refreshment, 
and  they  may  be  considered  as  on  the  defensive.  But  this  state  will  soon 
be  changed ;  and  whatever  form  of  organization  we  may  give  to  the  4th 
army,  the  mode  in  which  the  several  parts  of  which  it  is  composed  will 
then  be  employed,  and  the  situation  at  that  time  of  the  several  countries 
from  which  the  resources  of  the  4th  army  are  to  be  drawn,  become  ob- 
jects to  be  considered,  and.  should  be  considered,  in  reference  to  the 
organization  of  the  army. 

That  part  of  the  4th  army  now  in  Estremadura  must  necessarily,  a  part 
of  it,  form  the  garrison  of  Badajoz,  and  be  employed  in  aid  of  the  civil 
and  financial  authority  of  the  government ;  and  that  part  of  it  which  will 
take  the  field  must  necessarily  co-operate  with  the  right  of  the  allied 
British  and  Portuguese  army.  That  part  of  the  4th  army  now  in  Cas- 
tille  must  necessarily  form  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  support 
the  civil  authority  in  Castille ;  while  those  troops  which  are  disposable 
for  the  field,  must  necessarily  co-operate  with  the  left  of  the  allied  British 
and  Portuguese  army.  This  statement  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
troops  composing  the  right  wing  of  the  4th  army  are  likely  to  be  placed, 
will  tend  to  show  that  it  is  expedient  to  carry  still  further  than  Gen. 
Giron  has  proposed,  the  principles  which  he  has  himself  established. 
For  this  extension  further  reasons  will  be  found  in  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  fur  the  exercise  of  the  command  in  the  provinces  of  Estremadura 
and  Castille,  during  the  absence  of  your  Excellency  from  those  provinces. 
In  fact,  the  General  officer  commanding  the  right  wing  as  proposed  to  be 
formed  by  Gen.  Giron,  would  be  absent,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  at  least  from 
Estremadura  equally  with  your  Excellency ;  and  this  province,  so  intc- 
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resting  from  Uie  resources  which  may  be  expected  from  it,  would  remain 
without  a  military  commanding  officer,  on  whose  exertions  eveiy  thing 
depends  under  the  existing  system. 

To  these  considerations  are  to  be  added  those  relating  to  expense,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  memorandum  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff;  and  upon  the 
whole,  I  recommend  you  to  arrange  this  part  of  your  command,  which 
is  totally  disconnected  from  the  rest,  in  the  following  manner : 

1st;  That  you  should  appoint  a  General  officer  to  command  in  Estre- 
madura,  and  another  in  Castille  for  the  present,  as  far  as  the  Tormes, 
under  the  orders  of  your  Excellency. 

2dly ;  That  in  order  to  save  expense,  and  the  employment  of  additional 
Staff  officers,  these  General  officers  should  be,  one,  tjie  acting  Governor 
of  Badajoz,  and  the  other,  the  Governor  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  But  if 
your  Excellency  should  not  deem  this  expedient,  it  is  desirable  that  those 
Governors  and  their  garrisons  should  be  under  the  orders  of  the  General 
officers  whom  you  should  appoint  to  command  in  Estremadura  and  Cas- 
tille respectively. 

3dly  ;  That  the  brigade  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Morillo,  and  that 
in  Castille,  hitherto  under  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  should  be  considered 
as  detached  for  a  particular  purpose,  and,  for  the  moment,  from  the  4th 
army,  equally  witJi  the  garrisons  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz. 

4thly ;  That  the  cavalry  under  the  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur  should  be 
considered  as  a  brigade  of  cavalry  instead  of  a  division  as  proposed ;  and 
that  this  brigade,  as  well  as  the  troops  under  Don  Julian,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  detached,  in  like  manner  with  the  infantry.  These  detached 
brigades,  and  the  garrisons  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz,  will  have 
the  several  Staff  and  Commissaries  attached  to  them ;  the  latter  of  course 
under  the  direction  of  the  Intendant  General  of  the  4th  army. 

This  arrangement  will  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  moment,  whether 
referring  to  the  territory,  the  troops,  or  the .  prospects  of  the  campaign ; 
while,  if  circumstances  should  enable  the  armies  to  connect  more  closely, 
it  will  be  easy  to  join  the  detached  parts  of  the  4th  army  to  the  main 
body.  It  has,  besides,  the  advantage  of  saving  an  unnecessary  expenditure 
of  money  in  Staff  and  Commissariat  officers. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  right  wing  of  the  4th  army,  as  proposed  by 
Gen.  Giron,  I  come  to  what  he  calls  the  centre,  which  is,  in  fact,  the 
army ;  and  I  conceive  that  that  part  of  it  which  has  hitherto  been  the  6th 
army,  and  the  division-  of  Porlier,  and  the  cavalry  under  the  Conde  de 
Fiquelmont,  should  be  the  right  wing  of  the  4th  army,  and  the  troops  of 
the  7th  army  the  left  wing. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  right  wing  should  consist  of  3  divisions  of 
infantry ;  of  which  the  infantry  of  the  late  6th  army  should  compose  2, 
and  the  division  of  Porlier  the  3d ;  and  the  left  wing,  of  3  divisions 
composed  of  the  troops  heretofore  of  the  7th  army,  as  proposed  by  Gen. 
Giron. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  is  the  General  officers  and  Staff  for 
these  wings,  their  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  your  Excellency  ;  and  to 
the  territories  from  which  the  resources  are  to  be  drawn  by  which  these 
troops  are  to  be  maintained. 
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llie  General  officers  and  Staff  of  the  former  6th  army  would  naturally 
form  that  of  the  right  wing,  under  the  direction  of  the  Staff  of  the  4Ui 
army  attached  to  your  Excellency;  and  the  General  officers  and  Staff 
hitherto  attached  to  the  7th  army  would  form  that  of  the  left  wing,  -under 
the  same  directions ;  and  each  with  the  diminutions  which  the  alteration 
in  the  organization  of  the  armies  may  have  rendered  practicahle.  In  re- 
gard to  the  command  of  these  wings,  at  least  of  the  right,  it  is  a  consider- 
ation entirely  for  your  Excellency's  convenience. 

It  might  be  convenient  to  your  Excellency  to  have  a  second  in  com- 
mand to  assist  you  in  the  management  of  all  the  various  concerns  confided 
to  your  superintendence ;  or  it  might  be  convenient  to  appoint  a  particular 
officer  to  command  the  right  wing  and  another  the  left  wing,  under  your 
Excellency's  directions ;  or  to  keep  the  command  of  the  whole  of  ihe  6 
divisions  of  which  the  4th  army  will  be  composed  in  your  own  hands,  and 
those  of  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  4th  army. 

In  whatever  way  you  will  decide  this  point,  and  I  would  rather  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  division  of  command  by  wings,  I  would  suggest 
to  you  that  Gen.  Giron  should  be  your  second ;  or  that  he  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  right  wing  of  the  army ;  or  that  he  should  con- 
tinue to  assist  you,  if  you  should  adopt  the  plan  last  proposed  as  the  Chief 
of  the  Staff. 

If  you  should  adopt  the  mode  proposed  of  dividing  the  army  in  wings, 
it  would  be  desirable  that  you  should  name  the  General  officer  command- 
ing the  right  wing  to  be  your  deputy  in  Galicia,  Leon,  and  Asturias ;  and 
the  General  officer  commanding  the  left  wing  in  the  Provincias  Vascon- 
gadas. 

I  believe  that  I  have  now  gone  through  all  the  points  referred  to  in  Gen« 
Giron's  letter  and  memoir ;  and  have  given  you  my  opinion,  and  commu- 
nicated my  wishes  upon  them. 

An  Cap.  GhL  Don  F.  X.  Gastafios.  Freneda,  ce  2  Man,  1813. 

Je  vous  envoie  un  mi^moire  en  Anglais,  sur  un  plan  d'organisation 
pour  rinfanterie,  que  je  vous  prie  de  vous  faire  traduire  en  Fran^ais  ou 
en  Espagnol,  par  le  Capitaine  Mallet,  et  je  vous  serai  bien  oblig(^  de  me 
donner  votre  opinion  lit  dessus  aussit^t  que  vous  le  pourrez. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  E.  Stopford.  Freneda,  3d  March,  1813. 

I  received  in  due  course  your  letter  of  the  2d  Feb.,  to  which  I  delayed 
to  write  an  answer  till  Mr.  SodrtJ  should  arrive,  whom  I  expected  daily ; 
as  I  wished  to  refer  to  my  correspondence  with  the  Prince  Regent  before 
I  should  reply  to  you.  He,  however,  like  others,  had  his  engagements  at 
Lisbon,  and  arrived  here  only  yesterday ;  and  having  referred  to  my  papers, 
I  find  that  I  omitted  your  name  in  the  list  which  I  sent  to  Brazil  of  those 
on  whom  I  thought  His  Royal  Highness  might  with  propriety  confer  the 
Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword. 

Why  I  omitted  it,  excepting  that  you  were  not  with  the  army  at  the 
time  I  wrote  upon  this  subject,  and  your  name  was  not  on  the  list  which 
I  had  before  me,  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  moment  to  account  for; 
but  certainly  not  with  any  intention  of  mortifying  you ;  and  still  less  with 
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that  of  casting  a  slur  on  your  character.  Indeed,  I  hope  that  this  mode 
of  considering  an  omission  which  can  easily  he  rectified,  is  only  a  fofon 
deparler;  and  that  you  will  think  no  more  of  it. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray.  Freneda,  3d  March,  18 13^ 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  Feb.,  from  Gibraltar,  and  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  have  your  assistance  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Peninsula. 

The  season  is  not  yet  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  us  here  to  take  the 
field,  and  till  we  can  do  so  in  strength  we  should  only  lose  the  corps  em- 
ployed in  partial  attempts  elsewhere.  I  hope  soon,  however,  to  be  able 
to  collect  the  army  ;  and  I  shall  send  you  instructions  as  to  the  part  you 
are  to  act.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  your  operations  must  necessarily 
be  connected  with  the  fleet  or  the  coast,  and  must  be  much  of  the  same 
description  with  those  carried  on  by  me  in  the  first  campaign,  that  of 
1808  in  Portugal.     There  is  nothing  new  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  ILB.  Freneda,  3d  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  Sir  C.  Stuart,  and  of  the  note 
of  the  Portuguese  minister  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  Russian 
troops  in  Portugal,  which  you  will  communicate,  if  you  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  the  Spanish  government. 

To  the  Minuter  at  War,  Cadix.  Freneda,  3d  March,  1813. 

I  think  it  proper  to  enclose,  for  the  notice  of  government,  a  letter 
which  has  been  sent  here  by  2  persons  in  my  confidence  at  Salamanca, 
being  the  accoimt  of  what  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ayuntamienio  of 
that  town  assembled  under  the  direction  of  the  Corregidor  appointed  by 
the  enemy,  as  it  tends  to  show  that  the  enemy  have  reverted  to  the  plan 
of  assembling  the  Cortes,  which  they  had  in  contemplation  in  the  last 
year. 

To  CoL  Torrem,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  3d  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Col.  Bunbury,  containing  Gen. 
Leigh's  request,  that  I  should  apply  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Buffs  should  be  permitted  to  wear  '  Douro '  on  their  colors. 
As  this  regiment  distinguished  itself  particularly  in  the  passage  of  that 
river,  I  beg  you  will  submit  the  proposition  to  His  Royal  Highness'  favor- 
able consideration. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  3d  Mard^  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Campbell,  giving  an  account  of  the 
conduct  of  the  2d  Italian  regiment  at  an  outpost  at  Xizona,  which  had 
induced  him  to  detain  that  regiment  and  re-embark  it ;  and  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  have  written  to  Major  Gen.  Campbell  on  that  subject. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  3d  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  last  daily  state,  in  which  are  not  included  the  hussar  brigade, 
nor  D'Urban's  cavalry. 
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There  are  at  least  2000  Portuguese  infantry  returned  on  command  who 
are  on  furlough  with  their  friends,  and  will  be  present  for  duty ;  and  there 
will  be  some  reinforcements  for  the  Portuguese  army  from  Uie  dep6t  at 
Mafra.  I  think,  likewise,  that  I  shall  have  some  more  men  from  our  hos- 
pitals. But  we  are  already  stronger  than  we  have  ever  been  since  I  have 
commanded  the  army ;  and  I  hope  in  every  respect  more  efficient. 

We  want,  however,  1500  horses  to  complete  the  equipment  of  the  artil- 
lery (that  is  without  spare),  for  which  I  asked  in  October ;  after  turning 
the  last  troop  of  horse  artillery  which  arrived  into  a  9  pounder  troop,  and 
substituting  a  Portuguese  brigade  of  artillery  for  a  British  brigade  in  the 
reserve.  I  don't  hear  of  more  than  800  horses  coming  out,  of  which  100 
have  been  given  to  the  troops  at  Alicante,  as  I  have  understood,  and  lately 
informed  your  Lordship.  But  we  are  purchasing  mules  and  doing  every 
thing  in  our  power  to  render  this  equipment  complete. 

I  have  been  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  get  on  the  Spanish  army; 
and  I  must  do  the  officers  the  justice  to  say  that  I  have  reason  to  believe 
they  do  every  thing  in  their  power.  I  have  much  reason,  however,  to 
complain  of  the  delays  and  conduct  of  the  government  on  various  points 
connected  with  the  army  since  I  quitted  Cadiz ;  upon  which  I  have  written 
to  them  in  such  terms  as,  I  hope,  will  bring  them  to  their  senses.  We 
have  large  bodies  of  men  well  clothed,  armed,  and  accoutred,  and  in  a 
certain  state  of  discipline. 

It  is  still  doubtful  whether  I  can  realise  any  resources  from  the  country, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  make  any  use  of  these  troops  as  an  army  in  the  field. 
Indeed  I  am  afraid  it  is  almost  hopeless,  and  the  chief  reliance  is  upon  that 
part  of  the  British  subsidy  not  already  appropriated,  for  any  effectual  aid 
from  the  Spanish  army.  I  calculate  that  I  have  appropriated  half  of  it,  or 
£500,000.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  we  shall  realise  more,  or  even  that 
sum  without  material  inconvenience  to  the  military  chest  of  the  army.  I 
shall,  however,  do  every  thing  in  my  power,  aided  by  your  Lordship's 
monthly  i&l 00,000,  which  you  will  observe  has  been  of  such  use  to  us, 
that  not  only  has  the  produce  of  our  bills  been  greater  since  we  have  re- 
ceived this  supply  regularly,  but  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  I  don't 
believe  you  have  received  any  complaint  of  want  of  money  for  many 
months. 

Although  I  believe  the  Spanish  army  are  generally  clothed,  and  they 
ought  not  to  want  clothing  for  at  least  a  year,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  let  us  have  clothing  for  100,000  men,  instead  of  for  50,000,  in  the  year 
1813.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  none  shall  be  issued,  the  issue  of 
which  can  be  avoided ;  and  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  control  this  concern 
in  any  way  1  please.  By  sending  the  100,000  suits  this  year,  I  shall  have 
time  to  distribute  and  send  them  to  the  different  armies  when  wanted.  I 
enclose  a  list  of  the  articles  sent  last  year,  and  have  marked  those  which 
may,  with  great  propriety,  be  omitted  in  future. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  should  do  very  well,  nay  much  better, 
without  the  military  agents ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  there  is 
any  objection  to  my  informing  them  that  they  are  no  longer  to  be  em- 
ployed as  such,  in  case  I  should  continue  to  Uiink  they  are  of  no  use.  I 
believe  that  Col.  Bourke  ought  to  be  continued,  but  none  of  the  others. 
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To  Earl  Bathurtt  Franeda,  3d  Mordi,  1813. 

Tlie  enemy  have  made  no  movement  in  this  part  of  the  country  since  I 
addressed  you  on  the  24th  ult  It  is  generally  reported  throughout  the 
country  that  they  propose  again  to  attack  our  post  at  Bejar,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  movements  or  preparations  which  give  any  ground  to  believe 
that  such  a  design  is  entertained. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  enemy's  corpsj 
which  I  reported  in  my  last  had  crossed  the  Esla.  It  is  reported  that  they 
•  surprised  the  Spanish  fort  atBenavente,  and  moved  forward  as  far  as  Villa 
de  Ciervos,  towards  Braganza.  They  retired  from  thence,  but  I  have  since 
heard  they  had  returned  on  the  26th  to  Villa  de  Ciervos.  These  accounts 
are  not  official,  but  I  have  sent  to  have  the  details. 

Mtmorandumfar  iht  Aut.Ot,  ofdmnmu.  4th  March,  1813. 

The  D.  A.  G.,  with  a  view  of  saving  time  to  the  A.  A.  G.,  and  of  diminishing 
the  consumption  of  stationery,  conceives  it  to  be  expedient  to  direct  that  the  G.  O. 
shall  not  as  heretofore  be  entered  in  a  book  in  the  handwriting  of  the  A.  A.  G.» 
but  that  the  printed  copies  which  are  distributed  to  the  A.  A.  G.,  with  the  sienature 
of  the  senior  officer  of  the  department  at  head  quarters,  shall  be  carefully  pre- 
served and  bound  up  together  in  the  form  of  books,  making  a  separate  volume  for 
every  period  of  4  monws;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Ist  Jan.  to  the  30th  April; 
from  the  Ut  May  to  the  Slat  Aug. ;  from  the  Ist  Sept.  to  the  3 Ist  Dec.  The 
foregoing  regulation  is  to  be  understood  as  taking  effect  from  the  2l8t  Sept.  1813, 
the  period  wnen  the  printing  of  the  G.  O.  commenced ;  and  all  the  G.  O.  which 
may  have  been  entered  in  a  book  in  the  handwriting  of  the  A.  A.  G.  subsequent 
to  that  period  may  be  destroyed.  The  printed  G.O.  from  the  21st  Sept  to  the 
3  Ist  Dec.  1812  are  to  be  bound  together  m  one  volume. 

In  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained  at  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  office  that  all  the  G.  O. 
have  been  carefully  preserved  and  bound  together  as  directed,  the  volumes  of 
G.  O.  will  be  required  to  be  sent  in  for  inspection  soon  after  the  expiration  of  each 
period  of  4  montiis. 

The  foregoing  regulations  apply  equally  to  Majors  of  Brig^e ;  and  the  A.  A.  G. 
will  in  like  manner  call  for  the  volumes  of  G.  O.  of  the  Brigade  Majors  in  their 
respective  divisions  soon  after  the  expiration  of  each  period  of  4  mouths,  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  G.  O.  have  been  carefully  preserved  and  bound  up  together. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal.  Freneda,  5th  Blarch,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  2 Ist  Feb.  in  regard 
to  the  promotion  of  Capt  Don  Juan  Mendieta,  of  the  regiment  of  Volun- 
tarias  de  EspaTia ;  and  your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  my  earnest 
desire  to  procure  the  promotion  of  those  officers  who  shall,  by  their  good 
conduct,  attract  the  attention  of  the  General  officers  under  whose  orders 
they  are  serving ;  and  that  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  endeavoring 
to  forward  your  wishes  in  regard  to  Don  Juan  Mendieta. 

It  is  very  important  to  restore  and  maintain  the  authority  of  the  Royal 
Ordenanzas  on  the  subject  of  promotions  as  well  as  on  other  points ;  but 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  a  due  observance  of  these,  to 
forward  the  promotion  of  those  officers  who,  by  their  conduct,  attract  the 
attention  of  the  General  officers  under  whose  orders  they  are  serving. 

To  the  Minuter  at  War,  Cadis.  Freneda,  5th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  19th  and  the  22d  Feb., 
the  first  directing  that  Brigadiers  Don  Pascual  Linan  and  Don  Josef 
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Zaldivar  should  be  sent  to ,  and  the  last  directing  that  the  Ist  batt. 

of  Spanish  guards,  serving  in  the  3d  armj^  and  now  at  Granada,  should  be 
sent  to  Puerto  de  S**  Maria. 

Your  Excellency  will  see,  by  the  reports  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 
by  this  occasion,  that  I  have  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  government  in  respect 
to  the  Brigadiers  General. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  employment  of  Brigadier  Linan  in  the 
4th  army.  Brigadier  Zaldivar  now  commands  that  division  of  the  4th 
army  which  is  in  Castille ;  Mariscal  de  Campo,  Don  Carlos  de  Espana, 
being  absent  by  leave  of  Ae  Regency,  and  Brigadier  Carroll  being  absent 
on  account  of  sickness.  But  I  conclude  that  the  necessity  of  calling  these 
officers  to  Cadiz  was  urgent,  and,  notwithstanding  that  this  division  now 
remains  without  a  General  officer,  the  order  of  the  government  is  obeyed. 

I  don't  exactly  understand,  by  the  terms  of  your  Excellency's  letter 
regarding  the  Spanish  guards,  whether  you  have  or  not  sent  orders  to  this 
corps  to  march ;  but  at  all  events  I  have  sent  them  the  orders.  I  have 
likewise  sent  orders  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  to  give  directions  that  they 
may  be  provided  for  on  the  march.  I  have  received  no  reports,  nor  has 
the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  of  the  bad  state  of  this  battalion ;  and,  as  it  is  in 
Granada,  where  it  ought  to  be  well  provided  for,  and,  I  understand,  has 
been  lately  clothed,  I  am  astonished  that  it  should  be  in  the  state  repre- 
sented to  the  Regency ;  and  I  am  equally  surprised  that  such  a  report  on 
any  corps  of  the  army  should  have  reached  them  by  any  channel  except- 
ing  by  that  appointed  by  themselves,  and  should  have  been  deemed  so 
authentic  as  to  induce  them  to  act  upon  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  that  this  is  the  third  regiment 
of  infantry,  making  in  the  whole  about  3000  men,  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  armies  on  that  side  of  the  Peninsula,  by  orders  direct  from  your 
Excellency,  without  any  reference  to  my  opinion.  I  like¥dse  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  Excellency  that,  when  you  think  proper  to  send  orders  direct 
to  the  troops  of  one  army  to  march  into  the  district,  the  resources  of  which 
are  allotted  to  the  support  of  another  army,  it  is  necessary  to  apprise  the 
General  officer  commanding  that  army  of  the  passage  of  such  troops,  in 
order  that  he  may  give  directions  that  they  may  be  provided  for ;  and  that, 
in  case  such  troops  are  to  remain  permanently  in  such  district,  it  is  neces* 
saiy  in  order  that  they  may  be  transferred  to  the  army  for  whose  subsist- 
ence the  resources  of  the  district  are  allotted.  If  these  measures  are  not 
adopted,  the  troops  must  continue  to  exist  by  plunder  and  other  irregular 
means ;  and  the  advantages  expected  to  result  from  the  measures  wMch  I 
had  the  honor  to  propose  to  the  government  will  not  be  realised. 

I  wait  the  directions  of  the  government  to  order  the  battalion  of  Spanish 
guards  to  be  transferred  to  the  Army  of  Reserve. 

71W  A.G.  to  Capi.  Brown,  Btkm.  6th  Mmrcb,  181 3. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will  cause  to 
be  transmitted  to  this  office  without  delay  the  register  (if  any  such  it  kept  by  the 
Commandant  at  Belem)  of  all  men  sent  home  invalided  from  the  period  of  the 
establishment  at  Belem  to  Uie  1st  of  this  month ;  and  should  it  appear  that  no 
such  register  has  been  kept,  I  request  to  be  furnished  with  all  returns  or  other 
documents  in  your  possession  from  which  accurate  information  can  be  obtained 

VOL.  vi«  z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dS8  PORTUGAL. 

of  the  names,  regiments,  and  companies  or  troops  of  men  so  sent  home,  with  the 
poriods  to  which  their  accounts  were  settled  respectively,  from  the  period  above 
stated  to  the  1 8t  of  thb  month. 

To  lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  O.  L.  Cole,  K.B.  Freneda,  7th  March,  I8I3. 

The  mail  has  just  arrived  and  brought  the  enclosed  letters  to  announce 
that  jou  are  made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  of  which  I  received  an  intimation 
some  time  ago.  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  this  well-deserved 
honor.  The  box  containing  the  insignia  is  here,  and  I  will  invest  you 
with  them  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  on  any  day  you  will  come  over 
here.  We  are  not  very  roomy  at  Freneda,  but  we  ought  to  have  present 
the  General  officer  and  Staff  of  your  division,  and  some  of  the  Commanding 
officers  of  regiments. 

I  am  not  quite  certain  that  it  would  not  be  best  to  adjourn  head  quarters 
to  Ciudad  Rodrigo  for  the  occasion. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  7th  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  2d  insL,  with  its 
enclosure  from  Dom  M.  Forjaz,  containing  the  request  of  the  Portuguese 
government  that  the  persons  concerned  in  the  outrage  committed  at 
Punhete  should  be  tried  by  a  British  Military  Court ;  and  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  return  to  me  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
held  for  the  investigation  of  this  case,  which  I  transmitted  to  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  26th  Jan.  last. 


To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Fireneda,  7th  March,  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Portuguese  government  to  the  state  of  the  arrear  of  pay  due  to  the 
troops  which  form  the  operating  army,  and  urge  them  to  adopt  some 
decisive  measures  to  bring  it  up  more  nearly  to  a  par  with  the  arrear  to 
our  troops.  We  are  now  paying  up  to  the  24th  Nov.,  whereas  the  Por- 
tuguese troops  have  not  received  farther  than  June ;  and  yet  the  subsidy 
is  paid  regularly ;  indeed,  it  is  the  only  payment  not  in  arrear. 

The  greatest  inconvenience,  indeed  serious  evils,  were  the  consequences 
last  campaign  of  the  deficiency  of  regular  payments  to  the  Portuguese 
troops,  which  will  be  aggravated  in  the  next  campaign  if  some  decided 
measures  are  not  adopted  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil.  I  should  wish 
the  government  to  apply  the  remedy  themselves ;  and  I  suggest  to  them, 
1st;  to  abolish  ike  Junta  de  Viverts  totally,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  pay- 
ments still  making  in  the  most  extravagant  and  shameful  manner  by,  or 
on  account  of  that  infamous  board :  and,  2dly ;  to  raise  the  direct  taxes,  as 
I  proposed  to  them  last  year,  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  sum  required  to  pay  the  officers  and  troops 

G.  O.  Preaeda.  Tilt  Ifaieh,  ISIS. 

3.  Orders  are  likewise  given  fbr  the  payment  of  165  days*  b4t  and  forage  money  to  the 
army,  including  the  additioo  ordered  on  the  1st  March,  1813,  to  that  of  Captains  of  com- 
panies of  infantry. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  that  tlie  General  officers  will  see  tliat  tlie  mule 
eqaipmcnti  fiX  the  regimenti  in  tlieir  several  brigades  are  completed  according  to  those  orders. 
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actually  employed  in  the  field  amounts  to  between  150,000  and  160,000 
dollars  monthly ;  and,  if  the  Portuguese  government  don't  adopt  arrange- 
ments to  satisfy  me  that  this  sum  shall  be  paid  in  every  month,  I  must 
state  the  matter  to  my  own  government,  and  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and 
must  adopt  other  measures  which  are  in  my  power  to  secure  the  regular 
payment,  at  least  on  a  par  with  our  troops,  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Portuguese  army  composing  the  army  in  the  field. 

To  tlie  Miniiter  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freneda,  7th  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  which  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  has 
received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  &e  Army  of  Reserve  of  Andalusia. 
I  beg  that  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  the  Regency,  and  that  you  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  explain  to  them  that  their  orders  cannot  be  obeyed  as 
1  wish  to  see  them  obeyed ;  that  confusion  must  continue  to  exist  in  the 
military  service;  and  that  the  chain  and  system  of  militaiy  subordination 
must  be  broken  in  upon,  unless  your  Excellency  should  communicate  to 
me,  and  to  the  Chief  in  command  of  Uie  troops,  the  orders  which  the 
government  are  under  the  necessity  of  sending  immediately  to  any  portion 
of  the  troops. 

Upon  this  point  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the 
4th  paragraph  of  my  address  to  your  Excellency  of  the  25th  Dec. ;  *  and 
to  your  Excellency's  answer  of  the  Ist  Jan.  1813. 

I  conclude  that  the  government  propose  to  adhere  to  what  was  therein 
arranged ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know  their  sentiments  on  this  point 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  on  many  occasions  it  may  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary, on  account  of  the  distance  at  which  I  am  from  the  seat  of  government, 
that  the  government  should  send  orders  direct  to  particular  ^rtions  of  the 
troops ;  and  your  Excellency  will  observe  that  I  myself  proposed  to  go- 
vernment, by  my  letter  from  Xerez  of  the  10th  Jan.  1813,  that  the  orders 
of  government  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  for  the  movement  of  the  Army 
of  Reserve,  should  be  sent  direct.  But  this  practice  should  be  limited  by 
the  necessity  for  it ;  as  the  discipline  and  subordination  of  the  army,  nay, 
the  support  of  the  authority  of  the  government  itself^  and  the  obedience 
to  their  orders,  depend  upon  their  adherence  to  the  military  rule  of  every 
army,  viz.,  that  the  communications  of  the  head  to  the  inferiors  should  be 
made  through  the  channel  of  their  chiefs. 

I  understand  from  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  15th  Feb.,  that  the 
government  has  given  in  charge  to  Gen.  Abadia  the  superintendence  of 
various  arrangements  for  the  preparation  of  certain  troops  for  an  expedi- 
tion beyond  the  seas.  It  would  put  an  end  to  all  these  difficulties  and 
discussions,  and  would  facilitate  and  secure  the  execution  of  the  orders 
and  intentions  of  the  government  upon  this  point,  if  your  Excellency 
would  do  me  the  favor  to  signify  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  and  to  me, 
what  officers  and  corps  are  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  Gen.  Abadia 
for  this  purpose ;  and  that,  on  eveiy  occasion  in  which  it  should  be  neces- 
sary for  the  government  to  give  orders  direct  to  any  inferior  officer  or  to 
the  troops,  you  would  be  pleased  to  apprise  me  of  them,  as  well  as  the 
General  officer  commanding  the  army  to  which  they  belong. 

*  See  page  330. 
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The  A,Q.  to  Lieut.  Gen,  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart,  let  division.  7tli  March,  1813. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  to  signify  to  you  that  he  has  endeavored  to  frame  a  O.  O. 
regarding  the  mode  of  settlmg  the  accounts  of  the  soldiers  where  the  pay  of  the 
army  may  happen  to  be  in  arrear  beyond  the  period  contemplated  in  the  G.  O. 
of  the  24th  Jan.  1610 ;  but  that  his  Excellency  can  think  of  no  expedient  which 
is  not  liable  to  greater  inconvenience  than  any  that  are  likely  to  arise  from  the 
custom  which  appears  to  prevail  in  the  1st  division,  of  carrying  forward  the  debts 
and  credits  of  tne  soldiers  to  a  general  account,  and  striking  a  balance  when  an 
issue  of  pay  is  made  to  the  troops.  Hitherto  no  practical  inconvenience  appears 
to  have  resulted  from  this  custom ;  but  his  Excellency  has  directed  me  to  signify 
to  you  that  if  you  can  suggest  any  mode  of  obviating  such  inconveniences  as 
may  arise  from  a  continuance  of  it,  he  will  willingly  take  the  same  into  his  con- 
sideration. 

TV  A.G.  to  Lieut.  Gem.  the  Horn.  W.  Stewart,  let  dkieiom.  7th  ICarch,  I8I3. 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  Portuguese  government  have 

thought  proper  to  decide  that  Ensign  shall  be  brought  to  trial  before  a 

General  Court  Martial,  in  preference  to  a  trial  before  a  tribunal  of  the  cotmtry,  as 
stated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  28th  ult,  when  the  papers  relating  to  the  trans- 
action in  which  Ensign appears  to  have  been  engaged  at  Punhete  shall  be 

returned  from  Lisbon.  Charges  aeainst  that  officer  will  be  preferred  by  the  Dep. 
Judge  Advocate  Gen.,  and  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  communicating  with  yoa 
further  on  the  subject. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  Oth  March,  1813. 

I  have  receiyed  your  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th,  and  I  concur  entirely 
with  you  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  Marquez  de  Borba.  I  have  already 
written  to  Sir  0.  Stuart  regarding  the  arrears  due  to  the  Portuguese 
troops ;  and,  if  I  should  not  find  that  efficient  measures  are  adopted  to 
bring  their  pay  at  least  on  a  par  with  that  of  our  own  troops,  whom  we 
are  now  paying  to  the  24th  Noy.,  I  must  give  the  monthly  subsidy  in 
future  here  to  ie  Paymaster  of  the  Army  for  that  purpose. 

To  Col.  the  Hon.  R.  W.  O'Callaghan.  Freneda,  Oth  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  Qeneral  Court  Martial  of  which  you 

are  President,  on  the  trial  of  Lieut ,  of  the  —  regt. ;  and  I  request 

tiiat  the  Court  will  revise  both  proceedings  and  sentence. 

In  respect  to  the  proceedings,  it  appears  to  me  that  as  the  Court  thought 
proper  to  consider  and  forward  the  written  testimony  not  on  oath  brought 
forward  by  the  prisoner,  they  ought  equally  to  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  have  forwarded  ^e  letters  of  the  Marques  del  Palacio,and  the 
written  testimony  on  oath^  in  favor  of  the  prosecution. 

In  regard  to  the  sentence,  I  beg  the  Court  to  observe  that  the  foundation 
of  all  the  G.  O.  against  which  Lieut. has  been  found  guilty  of  offend- 
ing, has  been  a  desire  on  my  part  to  prevent  the  committing  of  outrages 
by  the  soldiers,  in  consequence  of  which  outrages  many  had  lost  their  lives 
in  the  contests  with  the  people  of  the  country  in  defence  of  their  property. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  an  officer  in  the  command  of  a  party,  such  as  was 

under  Lieut. 's  orders,  to  prevent  outrages  of  the  description  proved 

to  have  been  committed  by  his  party ;  a  plain  and  distinct  line  of  conduct 
is  traced  for  him  in  the  G.  O.  for  every  case  that  can  possibly  occur ;  and 
he  i%  and  must  be  considered  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  party. 
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1  would  just  beg  the  General  Court  Martial  to  consider  whether  a 
reprimand  from  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  can  be  considered  by  any 
body  as  a  punishment  for  such  offences  as  were  committed  by  this  party  ; 
whether  such  a  sentence  can  be  considered  as  giving  support  and  weight 
to  the  G.  O.  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  or  is  likely  to  produce  such 
an  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  army  in  general,  as  to 
operate  as  an  example  and  render  others  more  attentive ;  or  the  effect 
which  the  G.  O.  had  in  view,  viz.,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  from  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  from  revenging 
upon  the  soldiers  the  outrages  which  the  soldiers  commit. 

I  would  beg  the  Court  likewise  to  observe,  that  without  the  aid  of 
their  sentence,  the  complaints  of  the  Marques  del  Palacio,  supported  by 
written  documents,  on  oath,  were  sufficient  grounds  for  me  to  reprimand 

Lieut. ,  without  giving  them  the  trouble,  or  taking  up  the  time  of 

the  public  by  trying  him ;  and  as  they  have  found  him  guilty,  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  they  should  pass  such  a  sentence  as  will 
operate  as  an  example  to  others,  and  shall  convince  the  allied  nations  that 
«n  appeal  is  not  made  to  a  British  General  Court  Martial  in  vain. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Cunpbdl,  Gibnltar.  Freneda,  9tii  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  received  by 
the  last  mail  from  the  Earl  Bathurst ;  and  I  request  you  to  carry  into 
execution  his  Lordship's  orders  regarding  the  2d  batt  9th  regt.,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  in  which  you  may  consider  it  to  be. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Campbell,  Gibraltar.  Freneda,  9th  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  Feb.  from  the  Earl  Bathurst, 
received  by  the  last  post ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send 
foreign  recruits  to  Cadiz  according  to  the  arrangement  proposed  by  his 
Lordship,  if  you  should  be  able  before  next  November. 

To  His  ExceUcncy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  9th  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  with  its  enclosures  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  G.  L.  Cole,  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  a  British  soldier. 

I  am  concerned  to  add,  that  several  instances  of  the  same  kind  have 
occurred  lately  in  that  part  of  Upper  Beira,  and  much  disinclination  has 
been  shown  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  to  give  that  assistance  to  the 
army  which  every  army  requires. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  government  should  adopt  some  decisive 
measures  on  these  subjects. 

To  the  A4i.  Gen.  of  the  Forcee.  Freneda,  9th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  Jan.,  in  regard  to 


-,  and ,  4  soldiers  of  the  —  regt. 


These  soldiers  were  part  of  a  guard  who,  when  escorting  treasure  from 
Lisbon  and  Badajoz  in  the  year  1809,  robbed  the  money-chest  of  £2500 
sterling.  Shortly  after  the  robbery  was  committed,  2500  dollars  were 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoners  ;  but  no  proof  could  ever  be 
obtained  that  they  had  robbed  the  military  chest,  although  I,  and  those 
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who  considered  the  suhject  with  me,  never  entertained  the  slightest  doubt 
upon  the  subject. 

For  this  reason  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  bring  these  persons  to  trial 
before  a  Court  Martial.  They  must  have  been  acquitted,  and  they  would 
have  had  a  claim  to  the  money  which  had  been  found  in  their  possession. 
As  the  robbery  by  the  soldiers  of  tlie  guard  of  the  money  and  other 
articles  under  their  charge  was  but  too  common  a  practice,  1  did  not 
deem  it  expedient  to  hold  forth  to  the  army  this  example  of  the  success 
with  which  such  an  outrage  to  such  a  serious  extent  might  be  committed 
with  impunity. 

Although  I  cannot  now  lay  my  hands  on  the  copy  of  the  letter,  I 
recollect  to  have  applied  to  the  authorities  at  home  for  orders  in  what 
manner  to  proceed  in  this  case ;  but  never  having  received  any,  and  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  —  batt.  —  regt  having  applied  that  the  men 
might  be  released  and  might  join  the  battalion  when  the  battalion  went 
home,  I  gave  orders  accordingly.  1  now  request  to  have  orders  what  I  am 
to  do  with  these  men ;  and  particularly  whether  I  am  to  restore  to  them 
the  money  taken  from  them  and  locked  in  the  military  chest  in  the  year 
1809. 

I  enclose  various  letters  from  Lieut.  Col. ,  and  other  papers  on 

tliis  subject,  including  the  report  of  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  of  the 
27th  Feb.  1810,  on  the  chance  of  convicting  the  offenders  of  this  robbeiy. 

To  Earl  Batfannt.  Fmieda,  9th  March,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  Feb.,  in  regard  to  the  detention  in 
this  country  of  ^e  second  battalions,  and  their  formation  into  provisional 
battalions,  I  can  only  repeat  to  you  what  I  have  said  to  Col.  Torrens,  viz., 
that  when  His  Royal  Highness,  or  the  government,  shall  send  me  an  order 
upon  any  subject,  they  will  invariably  find  it  obeyed  with  the  utmost 
celerity ;  but  if  they  leave  the  execution  of  their  wishes  to  my  judgment, 
they  must  expect  tiiat  I  shall  exercise  a  judgment  upon  the  subject ;  and 
that  with  every  desire  to  act  as  they  wish,  I  shall  not  adopt  a  measure 
which  is  in  my  opinion  prejudicial  to  the  service  in  this  country. 

Every  day's  experience  has  proved  to  me  that  one  soldier  who  has 
served  one  or  two  campaigns  in  this  country  is  worth  two,  if  not  three, 
newly  sent  out ;  and  it  further  appears,  that  it  signifies  but  little  from 
what  part  of  the  world  regiments  come,  as  those  from  Gibraltar,  Ceuta, 
Cadiz,  and  the  Mediterranean,  are  equally  inefficient  with  those  from 
England  and  Ireland.  The  second  battalions,  some  of  which  have  now 
been  four  years  in  this  army,  are  the  best  troops  we  have,  and  will  render 
good  service  in  the  next  campaign  in  the  way  in  which  I  have  organised 
them.  It  could  not  be  expected  from  me  that  I  should  send  away  nearly 
2000  of  these  soldiers,  at  a  moment  wlien  every  man  is  an  object,  the 
period  of  sending  them  away  being  left  to  my  discretion.  But  let  the 
orders  that  they  shall  be  sent  come  from  the  quarter  in  which  they  ought 
to  originate,  and  they  shall  be  obeyed  with  alacrity ;  and  you  shall  hear 
no  complaints  of  &eir  ill  effects. 

I  hope  that  your  Lordship  and  His  Royal  Highness  will  understand 
that  I  am  not  at  all  desirous  of  throwing  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
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execution  of  the  plans  formed  at  home  for  the  service  at  large ;  but  that 
when  a  point  is  lefl  to  my  judgment,  it  can  be  exercised  only  upon  the 
effects  which  the  execution  will  have  on  the  service  in  this  country. 

nt  A,G.  to  Lumt.  Qtm.  tht  Hm,  Q.  £.  Coh^  4/A  dvmvm.  9th  Maxcb,  1813. 

i  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  refer  to  you  the  en- 
closed letter,  addressed  to  his  Excellency  by  Dona  — -,  and  to  request  that 

you  will  be  pleased  to  inauire  whether  or  not  it  is  true,  as  stated,  that  Lieut 

made  use  or  a  private  ana  seijeant  of  the  —  regt.  to  assist  him  in  carrying  off  the 
youne  lady  therein  alluded  to.  His  Excellency  at  the  same  time  directed  me  to 
sijnii^^  to  you  that  if  Lieut  ——  did  carry  off  the  yoimg  lady,  he  has  been  guilty 
of  a  military  offence  of  a  serious  nature,  and  that  he  must  at  all  events  be  put 
under  arrest,  and  shall  be  tried  either  by  the  Portuguese  law  or  a  military  tri- 
bunal ;  and  bis  Excellency  desires  that  strict  inquiry  may  be  made  how  it  hap- 
pened that  Lieut stayed  behind  on  the  days  stated  in  the  com^aint,  whether 

oy  leave  or  otherwise. 

To  llajor  Gen.  Cooke.  Fraoeda,  10th  March,  1813. 

The  Sec.  of  State  having  communicated  to  me  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  government  to  send  the  29th  regt  to  Cadiz,  I  have  to  request 
that  on  the  arrival  there  of  this  corps,  you  will  cause  the  59th  regt.  to  be 
embarked  in  the  transports  which  shall  have  conveyed  the  29th  from 
England,  and  send  them  round  to  Lisbon. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.a  Fieneda,  10th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  5th,  to  which  I  shall  reply  in  a  day 
or  two.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Cortes  and  government  have  outdone 
themselves  in  the  affair  of  the  Russian  troops  in  Spain. 

I  am  afraid  they  did  not  send  you  a  correct  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord 
Bathurst  I  have  desired  Lord  FitzRoy  to  write  to  Mr.  Vaughan  on  the 
subject. 

We  have  received  letters  and  papers  from  the  6th  to  the  19th  Feb.  I 
.  am  to  have  Lord  Bucking^iam's  Blue  Riband. 

There  is  nothing  new  from  Russia,  no  intelligence  having  been  received 
for  20  days ;  but  it  appears  by  the  French  accounts,  that  the  remnants  of 
their  army  are  on  the  Oder  with  a  part  at  Posen ;  the  Russians  on  this 
bide  the  Vistula,  but  the  pursuit  not  very  active. 

Buonaparte  is  reconciled  to  the  Pope ;  on  what  precise  terms  is  not 
stated ;  but  it  appears  that  be  has  ceded  the  territory  of  the  Holy  See,  in 
full  sovereignty. 

In  a  Madrid  paper  I  see  that  it  is  stated  that  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of 
Spain  will  soon  be  arranged  under  the  mediation  of  the  Pope !  This  is 
very  important. 

There  is  nothing  else  of  any  importance.  There  is  a  curious  letter 
from  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the  Regent  The  votes  in  both  Houses  on 
the  American  war  were  unanimous. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Freneda,  lOth  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  Royal  Highness'  consideration, 
the  copies  of  some  letters  which  have  passed  between  Lieut  Gen.  the 
HovL  W.' Stewart,  and  me,  and  the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  of 
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Foot  Guards,  in  regard  to  a  question  in  which  these  officers  conceived  the 
privileges  of  the  Guards  are  concerned. 

I  confess  that  I  don't  understand  the  suhject ;  and,  at  all  events,  the 
question  having  heen  raised  hy  those  officers,  and  they  having  continued 
of  the  same  opinion  upon  it  after  they  had  heen  made  acquainted  with  that 
which  1  had  heen  induced  to  form,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  lay 
the  subject  before  your  Royal  Highness,  and  request  your  Royal  High- 
ness will  procure  a  decision  upon  it. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  10th  Maieh,  1813. 

I  have  received  several  accounts  that  Gen.  Caffarelli  and  Marshal  Soult 
had  been  recalled  from  this  country,  the  former  from  the  command  of 
the  army  of  the  North,  the  latter  from  that  of  the  army  of  the  South.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  former  has  been  relieved  from  his  com- 
mand by  Gen.  Clausel,  and  has  gone  to  France  with  those  troops  belong- 
ing to  the  Guard  which  still  remained  in  the  army  of  the  North.  These 
have  been  relieved  in  the  North  by  the  Italian  division  of  Palombini, 
which,  in  former  dispatches,  I  reported  to  your  Lordship  had  marched  to 
the  nortliem  parts  of  Spain.  It  is  likewise  reported  that  Marshal  Soult 
had  set  out  on  his  return  to  France,  and  had  passed  Madrid  and  Segovia. 

A  large  draft  has  been  made  from  the  artillery  in  this  country  to  be 
sent  to  France;  and  likewise  one  of  12  men  from  each  battalion  of  in- 
fantry ;  and  it  is  understood  that  these  troops  form  t^e  escort  of  Marshal 
Soult  Marshal  Soult  is  relieved  in  his  command  of  the  army  of  the  South 
by  Gen.  Gazan. 

I  have  received  reports  that  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  amounting  to 
about  4000  men,  had  entered  Spain,  and  had  arrived  at  Burgos. 

The  enemy  have  made  no  movement  of  importance  since  I  addressed 
your  Lordship  last.  The  expedition  beyond  the  Esla  was  merely  for  the 
sake  of  plunder. 

To  Barl  Bathuit  Franeda,  10th  Maich,  1813. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  of  the  5th  inst  from  my  brother,  a  copy 
of  which,  he  tells  me,  he  intends  to  send  to  England,  and  which  will 
probably  be  received  about  the  same  time  with  this,  in  which  you  will  see 
that  the  Spanish  government  and  Cortes  have  outdone  themselves  in  their 
conduct  respecting  the  Russian  troops. 

It  luckily  happens  that  it  is  most  probable  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
would  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  carry  into  execution  his  offer,  as,  if 
what  I  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state  of  his  army  be  true  (and  in- 
deed it  must  be  expected  that  his  army  would  suffer  from  their  extraor- 
dinary exertions  during  the  winter),  he  can  have  no  more  men,  whose 
services  would  be  worth  having,  thftn  he  would  require  for  himself.  Al- 
though I  did  not  expect  that  the  Spanish  government  would  hesitate  about 
accepting  the  offer  of  Russian  assistance,  and  that  it  could  be  possible 
that  they  would  decline  it,  I  think  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  fortunate 
that  the  subject  was  brought  under  their  consideration  as  it  was  brought, 
and  at  the  earliest  ]>eriod. 

I  have  not  seen  the  Cadiz  newspapers  beyond  the  24th  of  last  months 
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but  the  subject  was  then  talked  of  in  the  Calle  de  Atocha;  and  I  doubt 
not  that,  between  that  daj  and  the  5th  March,  the  newspapers  took  a  tole- 
rably active  share  in  the  discussion. 

To  Mijor  GcD.  tbe  Hon.  E.  Pakcohain.  Freneda,  lltli  Karch,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  and  its  enclosures  which  I  have  received  from  Col. 
Torreus,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  there  exists  a  committee  in 
the  —  regt,  which  I  suppose  is  the  committee  for  the  management  of  the 
concerns  of  the  mess ;  but  you  will  see  that  it  extends  its  attention  to 
other  matters,  with  which  it  ought  to  have  no  concern;  and  that  the 
existence  of  such  a  committee,  with  such  objects,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, is  justly  considered  to  be  improper,  and  injurious  to  discipline. 

I  have  always  considered  that  there  is  no  greater  incentive  to  the  per- 
formance of  duty  in  every  situation,  and  that  nothing  upholds  discipline 
and  good  order  in  a  regiment  to  a  greater  degree,  than  the  sentiments  and 
spirit  of  the  officers  belonging  to  it  No  man  dares  to  neglect  his  duty, 
or  to  conduct  himself  in  a  manner  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
man, if  he  knows  that  his  brother  officers  will  notice  his  misconduct  with 
their  disapprobation,  or  that  it  will  be  attended  by  the  loss  of  their  esteem ; 
and  I  am  convinced  that  I  should  carry  into  execution  the  intentions  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief  in  a  very  inadequate  manner,  if  I  did  not  guard 
myself  against  the  notion  that  the  existence  of  such  sentiments,  and  such 
a  spirit,  is  disapproved  of  at  head  quarters  or  by  me.  The  existence  of 
such  a  spirit  among  the  officers  of  a  regiment  is  very  different  from  what 
appears  in  these  papers  as  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  existing  in  the 
—  regt 

In  the  former  case,  every  officer  judges  and  acts  for  himself^  and  he 
discourages  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty  by  his  opinion  and  demeanor 
towards  those  guilty  of  either*  He  does  not  bend  his  opinion  even  to 
that  of  a  whole  mess,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  experience  has  shown 
sometimes  acts  in  the  spirit  and  on  the  principle  of  combination ;  much 
less  does  he  shape  his  conduct  according  to  the  opinion  of  a  committee  of 
that  mess. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  existence  of  such  a  committee,  taking  upon  them- 
selves to  advert  to  such  circumstances  as  it  appears  have  been  considered 
by  the  committee  in  the  —  regt,  must  be  prejudicial  to  subordination 
and  to  discipline,  and  that  even  the  corps  of  officers  themselves  cannot 
with  propriety  act  as  this  committee  has  acted. 

I  beg  you  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  adverted  to  in  the  enclosed 
papers,  and  to  call  before  you  the  officers  of  the  —  regt.,  and  point  out 
to  them  the  danger  and  impropriety  of  their  mess  committee,  or  even  their 
mess,  continuing  such  conduct ;  and  you  will  inform  the  Commanding 
officer  that  I  shall  consider  him  responsible  if  anything  of  the  kind  should 
occur  in  future,  unless  he  should  report  the  conduct  of  those  who  shall 
disobey  my  orders,  and  those  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

To  Hit  ExcellcDcy  Sir  C.  Stnait,  K.B.  FKoads,  11th  Harcb,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  received  from  Sir  W.  Beresford  regarding  the  balance 
existing  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  in  different  parts  of  the  country.     I 
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knew  of  this  evil  before ;  and  as  long  ago  as  January,  in  the  year  1810, 
I  wrote  to  the  government  respecting  it 

We  must  prevail  upon  our  friend  the  Marquez  de  Borba  to  let  us  know 
the  real  state  of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  actual  receipts,  and  of  the  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  several  collectors.  If  he  does  not  give  us  this  informa- 
tion, I  must  mention  the  subject  to  the  Prince  Regent  I  shall  be  very 
much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  talk  to  him  upon  it 

To  the  Miniiter  at  War,  Cadis.  FVowda,  1  Idi  Bfarch,  1813: 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  1st  March,  in  which, 
by  the  orders  of  government,  you  have  enclosed  representations  from  the 
Intendants  of  the  provinces  of  Toledo  and  La  Mancha,  in  regard  to  the 
contributions  which  the  enemy  have  it  in  contemplation  to  levy  from  cer- 
tain villages  in  those  provinces. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  seen,  from  my  dispatdies  to  your  Excel- 
lency since  I  have  been  appointed  to  command  the  Spanish  armies,  that 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  having  been  actively  engaged  in 
operations  in  the  field  from  the  month  of  January  to  the  end  of  the  month 
of  November,'  1812,  required  some  rest ;  that  the  troops  required  clothing 
and  equipments  of  different  descriptions,  the  whole  of  which  they  have 
not  yet  received ;  and  that,  above  all,  it  was  impossible  to  employ  the 
army  actively  in  the  field  in  this  part  of  the  Peninsula  till  the  green 
forage  should  appear  for  the  support  of  the  horses  and  animals  attached 
to  the  army. 

I  have  therefore  considered  it  proper  to  keep  the  Spanish  troops  on 
the  defensive  till  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  could  take  the 
field,  even  supposing  the  Spanish  troops  were  now  in  a  situation  to  take 
the  field.  But,  although  a  sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  enable 
me  to  enter  into  details  upon  this  point,  I  am  now  sufficiently  informed 
to  be  able  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  there  is  not  a  single  battalion  or 
squadron  in  a  situation  to  take  the  field ;  that  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Spain  adep6t  of  provisions  for  the  support  of  a  single  batta- 
lion in  operation  for  one  day,  nor  a  shilling  of  money  in  any  military 
chest  I  have  hot  yet  received  the  report  of  the  mode  in  which  the  system 
for  the  support  of  Uie  armies,  adopted  by  the  Cortes  in  January,  and  lately 
ordered  by  the  government,  has  operated ;  but,  unless  it  should  succeed, 
'  it  is  very  obvious  that  we  cannot  hope  for  the  permanent  operation  of  any 
Spanish  corps. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  had  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of 
taking  any  steps  on  the  representations  forwarded  to  me  by  your  Excel- 
lency. The  nearest  troops  to  the  points  stated  to  be  threatened  by  the 
enemy  are  those  Under  Brigadier  Morillo,  certainly  more  numerous  than 
those  of  the  enemy  threatening  those  points.  But  1st;  I  must  inform  your 
Excellency  that  the  troops  under  Brigadier  Morillo  cannot  be  moved  from 
their  present  situation,  having  neither  money  nor  provisions. 

2dly ;  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  if  I  should  think  it  proper,  as  a  mili- 
tary measure,  to  move  forward  the  troops  under  Brigadier  Morillo,  1 
should  think  it  necessary  to  provide  for  his  being  supported  by  some 
other  corps  of  troops,  in  case  the  enemy  should  reinforce  their  troops, 
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tbreatening  the  points  referred  to  in  the  provinces  of  Toledo  and  La 
Mancha. 

The  troops  which  would  naturally  support  Brigadier  Morillo  are  those 
of  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  under  the  Conde  de  la  Bishal,  whose 
discipline  and  organization  would  thus  be  prematurely  interrupted,  even  if 
it  should  be  supposed  that  they  have  money  and  provisions  to  enable  them 
to  move  from  Uieir  present  cantonments,  which  supposition  is,  I  believe, 
directly  contrary  to  the  fact. 

The  consequence,  then,  of  moving  troops  to  save  a  few  villages  likely  td 
be  plundered  by  the  enemy,  would  certainly  be,  immediately,  very  incon- 
veniait,  and  might  prove  fatal  in  the  ensuing  campaign  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  troops  employed  on  such  service. 

One  of  the  misfortunes  attending  the  existing  war  in  the  Peninsula  is 
the  necessity  of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  individuals  to  the  cause  of  the 
nation,  and  to  the  great  object  of  its  ultimate  salvation ;  and  I  have  entered 
into  detail,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  in  my  answer  to  the  government  upon  this 
subject,  because  I  am  certain  that  they  will  receive  many  complaints  of 
&e  same  kind,  and  that  many  individuals  who  are  not  protected  will  think 
that  they  might  be  so. 

All  that  I  can  say  is,  that  the  armies  are  each  of  diem  as  far  forward  as 
I  think  they  can  be,  in  a  view  to  their  subsistence,  to  the  receipt  of  their 
equipments,  &c.,  and  to  their  mutual  support ;  and  that  I  cannot  consider 
it  advisable  to  risk  the  loss  of  such  a  body  of  men  as  that  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  Morillo,  for  example,  for  the  sake  of  endeavoring  to 
save  a  few  villages  in  La  Mancha  and  Toledo  from  plunder ;  or  to  render 
it  certain  that  I  should  receive  no  assistance  from  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal's 
corps  in  the  next  campaign,  by  moving  them  forward  now,  without  maga- 
zines  of  provisions,  or  money  to  buy  them,  to  support  Brigadier  Morillo 
in  his  operations  for  the  protection  of  a  few  villages  from  plunder. 

To  H.  R.  H.  die  Commander  in  Chief.  FreDeda,llth  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  letters  of  the 
16th  and  1 7th  Feb.,  which  shall  be  strictly  obeyed.  I  was  induced  to  delay 
the  drafting  of  the  3  regiments,  respecting  which  I  wrote  to  your  Royal 
Highness,  till  the  20th  Feb.,  till  I  could  be  certain  that  the  horses  would 
have  forage  on  their  movement,  and  till  I  could  get  accurate  returns  of  the 
state  of  the  horse  appointments;  but  the  orders  have  been  given  for 
drafting  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  the  9th  and  1 1th  light  dragoons,  instead 
of  the  13th.  The  11th  light  dragoons  were  locally  situated  more  conve- 
niently for  delivering  the  horses  to  the  other  regiments ;  and,  having  been 
very  sickly  lately,  1  considered  it  most  expedient  to  draft  them.  The 
horses  of  these  regiments  will  complete  the  3d  and  5th  dragoon  guards. 
The  Royals  and  4th  dragoons,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  .r6th  light  dra- 
goons, will  give  about  50  horses  to  the  1st  German  heavy  dragoons.  The 
3d  dragoons  have  already  28  horses  more  than  they  can  mount.  The  1st 
hussars  want  only  13  horses;  and  the  1st  German  heavy  cavaliy  want  70 
horses. 

1  wait  for  your  Royal  Highness'  orders  for  drafting  both  men  and  horses 
from  the  2d  hussars ;  and,  in  case  your  Royal  Highness  should  approve  of 
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that  measure,  which  indeed  was  ordered  by  the  Sec.  of  Sta^,  I  should 
propose  to  draft  from  them  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  complete  the 
three  squadrons  of  the  1st  hussars,  and  all  their  horses  to  be  distributed 
among  the  other  regiments  of  cavalry.  I  should  likewise  propose  to  do 
the  same  with  the  2d  German  heavy  dragoons,  to  complete  the  1st  regt ; 
and  to  send  the  remainder  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the  2d  dragoons  and 
2d  hussars  home  to  England. 

If,  however,  your  Royal  Highness  should  disapprove  of  my  drafting  the 
men,  as  well  as  the  horses,  of  the  2d  hussars,  I  propose  immediately  to 
draft  the  horses  only  from  those  regiments.  The  other  regiments  will, 
however,  certainly  have  more  horses  than  they  can  mount  Upon  this 
point  I  have  to  add,  in  addition  to  what  I  stated  in  my  letter  to  your 
Royal  Highness  of  the  lOlh  Feb.,  that  each  regiment  has  12  mules  attached 
to  it  to  carry  its  portable  forges,  which  mules  perform  the  service  which 
would  otherwise  be  performed  by  horses,  and  they  ought  to  be  reckoned 
as  so  many  in  addition  to  each  regiment. 

One  of  the  provisional  battalions  shall  return  to  England  as  soon  as  the 
2d  batt.  59th  regt,  which  has  been  ordered  from  Cadiz,  shall  arrive. 

TheA.G.to  Mtffor  Gm.  Pmeoekt,  Litborn,  1  Itb  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 
of  the  7th  init  and  enclosure  (herewith  returned),  regarding  the  disoraerly  con- 
duct of  certain  deserters  from  the  enemy  at  the  Castle  of  Lisbon ;  and  his  Excel- 
lency has  directed  me  to  signify  to  you  his  desire  that  the  offenders  may  be  made 
to  suffer  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water  for  a  term  or  terms  proportionate 
to  the  nature  of  the  offences. 

To  Col.  the  Hon.  R.  W.  0*Callaghan.  Franada,  IStfa  Manh,  1819. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which 
you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of  private  —  — — ,  of  the  —  regtf 
for  desertion ;  and,  having  adverted  to  the  disgraceful  prevalaicy  of  this 
crime  in  the  British  army,  and  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  deser- 
tion of  this  soldier,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  request  the  Court  Martial  to 
revise  their  sentence  on  his  trial,  and  to  sentence  the  extreme  punishment 
which  the  law  has  allotted  to  his  crime. 

It  is  always  with  very  great  regret  that  I  trouble  a  General  Court  Martial ; 
but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  crimes  will  be  prevented  by  punishments, 
or  discipline  maintained  in  an  army,  unless  the  examples  of  the  conse- 
quences attending  the  commission  of  these  enormous  offences  should  be 
of  a  nature  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  soldiers  in  general 

To  Migor  Gen.  Roche.  Fieneda,  lath  March,  1819w 

1  have  received  your  three  letters  of  the  14th  ult  You  command  a 
division  of  Spanish  troops,  which  is  an  integral  part  of  what  is  called  the 
2d  army,  and  which  must  so  remain  till  I  shall  give  orders  to  the  contrary. 
If  you  dislike  your  situation,  or  make  any  further  difficulties  about  obey- 
ing the  orders  you  receive,  or  fail  to  carry  on  the  service,  you  must  either 
resign  your  command,  or,  in  the  latter  case,  I  shall  recommend  to  the 
government  that  another  officer  may  be  appointed  to  it 
This  division  of  the  2d  army  is,  however,  attached  at  present,  ibr  the 
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purposes  of  the  senrice,  to  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps,  which  disembarked 
at  Alicante  last  autumn ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Gen.  Elio  will  give 
every  facility  in  his  power  to  enable  the  division  to  perform  its  du^  as  it 
ought  in  that  situation* 

To  Major  Oen.  Roche.  Freneda,  13th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult,  on  the  subject  of  40  mules 
which  have  been  lately  sent  to  Alicante,  and  consigned  to  the  care  of  the 
British  Consul,  by  Nebot,  a  guerrilla  chief;  and,  in  reply  to  your  request 
that  they  should  be  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  artillery  attached  to 
your  division,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  as  these  mules  were  presented 
to  me  by  Nebot,  they  are  my  property,  and  I  have  given  them  to  the 
British  artillery  attached  to  the  Anglo-Sicilian  troops  at  present  at 
Alicante. 

To  Major  Qcd.  Roche.  Freneda,  13th  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult  on  the 
subject  of  the  nature  of  the  original  establishment  of  the  corps  of  troops 
under  your  command;  and,  in  reply  to  it,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  letter 
(No.  1)  which  I  have  this  day  written  to  you. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  your  merits ;  but  I  cannot  allow  you  or  any 
other  officer  to  consider  yourself  independent  of  the  regular  authorities  of 
the  army  in  which  you  are  serving. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart.  Freneda,  13th  March,  1813. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  11th.  I  have 
always  intended  to  remove  you  to  the  2d  division  as  soon  as  Sir  T. 
Graham  should  arrive,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be 
any  difficulty  in  so  doing. 

I  am  sorry  to  receive  so  bad  an  account  of  my  friends  the  Guards.  I 
had  thoughts  of  sending  the  1st  brigade  to  Oporto,  which  will,  I  think, 
do  them  most  good. 

Au  Cap.  G^.  Don  F.  X.  Caitafiot.  Freneda,  ce  13  Mart,  1813. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  n^ponse  officielle  par  cette  occasion  sur  I'organisa- 
tion  des  troupes  en  Galice,  et  sur  la  cavalerie  de  Penne  Villemur.  Soyez 
sdr  que  je  ne  pressend  aucune  r^forme,  et  qu'on  verra  qu'on  ne  perdra 
rien  en  force,  mais,  au  contraire,  qu'on  gagnera  dans  celle  dont  je  me 
m61eraL 

Je  ne  vols  aucune  raison  pour  laquelle  vous  ne  disposeriez  pas  de  Sal- 
vador comme  vous  voudrez;  et  vous  n'avez  qu'it  diire  comment  voua 
voulez  disposer  de  lui,  et  je  I'arrangerai.  C'est  jeter  un  tel  homme  par 
la  fen^tre  que  de  le  mettre  k  l'Arm<Se  de  lUserve  de  la  Galice,  qui  n'existe 
pas,  m6me  sur  papier. 

Je  ne  veux  rien  entreprendre  dans  les  affaires  qui  ne  m'appartiennent  pas. 
Le  gouvemement  doit  savoir  mieux  que  moi  si  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre 
leur  sert ;  et  c'est  leur  affaire,  et  non  pas  la  mienne. 

Je  suis  tr^s  content  du  chef  de  Petat  major,  qui  me  parait  un  homme 
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fort  sage  et  discret;  et  qui  ne  se  mMe  que  do  see  propres  afiaires,  qu'U 
fait  tree  bien. 

Je  suia  bien  aise  de  ce  que  voua  me  dites  du  p^re  du  Gtki^ral  Giron ; 
et  je  vous  prie  de  le  fc^liciter  de  ma  port.  Pour  ce  qui  eat  de  I'avance- 
ment  de  Giron,  je  voua  parle  comme  ai  voua  n'etiez  paa  son  oncle,  et  je 
voua  assure  que  j'ai  la  meilleure  opinion  de  sea  talena;  et  je  auia  bien 
adr  qu'il  ira  loin  dana  la  carriere  militaire.  Maia  il  ne  m'eat  paa  poaaible 
de  demander  son  avancement  k  pr<^nt  aana  demander  celui  dea  autrea, 
aea  anciena,  ou  sea  contemporaina.  Je  ne  auia  paa  inaenaible  aux  avan- 
tagea  qu'il  j  aurait  pour  le  Commandant  en  Chef  qui  commencerait  aa 
carriere  en  demandant  une  promotion  d'officiera  G^nt^uz ;  mab  j'avoue 
que  je  prefere  avoir  cea  avantagea  dana  rarm<^  Eapagnole  comme  je  lea 
ai  eua  dana  d'autrea  arraeea ;  c'est  k  dire,  en  faisant  strictement  mon  devoir 
en  vers  le  public,  aussi  bien  qu'envers  les  officiera  et  lea  aoldata  de  I'armee. 

G.  O.  Franeda,  ISdi  Maxdi,  1818. 

1.  The  hortet  of  the  non-commiauoned  officers  and  priratai  of  the  4th  dragoon  goardt 
are  forthwith  to  be  drafted  into  the  Royal  dragoons  and  3d  dragoon  guards,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  two  thirds  into  the  Royal  dragoons,  and  one  third  into  the  3d  dragoon  guards. 

2.  The  horses  of  the  4th  dragoon  guaids  are  to  be  funned  2  deep,  and  each  file  to  be 
numbered.  Similar  numbers  are  to  be  placed  in  lots  in  a  hat,  from  which  an  officer  firom 
the  Roral  dragoons  is  to  draw  2  lots,  and  an  officer  from  the  3d  dragoon  guards  one  lot, 
until  the  whole  will  have  been  drawn.  The  horses  in  the  files  having  the  corresponding 
number  are  to  belong  to  the  Royd  dragoons  and  3d  dragoon  guards  respectively. 

3.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  Royal  dragoons  and  3d  dragoon  guards  are  to  take 
ffom  &e  4th  dragoon  guards  such  numbos  of  mt»  of  horse  a^ppointments  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  number  of  horses  they  will  have  in  their  regiments  respectively,  as 
soon  as  this  arrangement  will  be  carried  into  execution,  for  which  a  settlement  is  to  be 
made  by  the  Commanding  officers  on  the  port  of  the  respective  Colonels,  according  to  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  His  Majesty's  Regulations. 

4.  As  soon  as  the  horses  will  be  drafted  from  tiie  4th  dragoon  guards,  the  regiment  is 
io  be  marched  to  Lisbon,  and  embarked  for  England. 

6.  The  horses  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  are  to  be  drafted  into  the  i3th  light  dragoons 
and  14th  light  dragoons,  of  which  the  former  regiment  is  to  take  two  thirds,  and  the  latter 
one  third. 

6.  The  horses  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  are  to  be  formed  in  files,  and  numbered,  as  above 
ordered  for  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  and  lots  diroosed  in  a  hat  in  a  similar  manner ;  and 
an  officer  of  the  13th  light  dragoons  is  to  draw  1  numbers,  and  an  officer  of  the  14th  light 
dragoons  one  number,  till  the  whole  number  of  horses  will  be  drawn  for ;  and  the  horses 
ill  the  files  marked  with  the  similar  numbers  are  to  belong  to  the  regiment  whose  officer 
will  have  drawn  the  lot 

7.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  13th  light  dragoons  and  14th  Bgfat  dragoons 
respectively,  are  to  take  from  tho  9th  light  dragoons  such  numbers  of  sets  of  horse  appoint- 
ments as  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  number  of  horses  they  will  have  in  their  regi- 
ments retpectivelvy  as  soon  as  this  airangemeut  will  be  carried  into  execution,  for  which  a 
settlement  is  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  respective  Colonel  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  His  Majesty's  Regulations. 

8.  The  horses  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  intended  for  the  14^  light  dragoons  are  to  be 
brought  to  Niza  by  the  men  of  the  former  regiment^  where  parties  of  the  14th  are  to  meet 
them. 

9.  As  soon  as  the  horses  will  be  drafted  from  the  9th  light  dragoons,  that  regiment  is  to 
be  marched  to  Lisbon,  and  embarked  for  Englspod. 

10.  The  liorses  are  to  be  drafted  from  the  1 1&  light  dragoons  in  &e  following  regiments, 
and  in  the  following  manner : 

11.  Major  Gen.  Ikxsk  will  be  pleased  to  inspect  the  horses  of  ^is  regiment,  and  allot  two 
thirds  of  the  horses  of  ^e  largest  site  to  momit  the  heavy  dragoons. 

12.  The  remauiing  one  thud  are  to  be  allotted  to  the  12th  Tight  dragoons  and  16th  light 
dragoons. 

The  horses  for  these  regiments,  viz.  one  third  for  the  former  regiment,  and  two  thirds  for 
the  latter,  are  to  be  formed,  numbered,  and  drawn  for  in  the  same  manner  as  ordered  for 
the  drafting  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards  and  the  9th  light  dragoons ;  and  the  Commanding 
nmcers  of  the  12th  and  16th  light  dragoons  respectively  are  to  receive  such  horse  appoint- 
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Sous  ces  circonstanceSy  je  dtSsire  beaucoup  ne  pas  demander  de  promotion 
k  pn^ent 

P.S.  J'ai  des  nouvelles  de  Londres  que  le  Prince  R^ent  m'a  donned 
rOrdre  de  la  Jarreti^re. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Fxeneda,  i3th  Marcb,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  and  its  enclosures  from  Lord  Bathurst,  in  regard  to 

an  inquiry  into  the  sale  of  stores  destined  for  the  Spanish  army  by . 

Have  you  received  any  answer  regarding  the  inquiry  which  it  was  agreed 
you  were  to  make  on  the  letter  on  the  same  subject  which  I  received  from 
Lord  Bathurst  when  I  was  at  Cadiz  ? 

There  is  nothing  new.  It  is  reported  that  King  Joseph  is  quitting 
Madrid,  and  is  about  to  establish  his  head  quarters  at  Valladolid.  I  believe 
this  report,  as  I  find  from  Valladolid  that  Reille  has  removed  from  the 
palace  there,  which  is  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  some  other  person,  and 

ments  as  tb^  will  require  fW>m  tbe  1 1th  light  dragoocu^  tettling  for  them  in  the  manner 
abore  pointea  out. 

13.  Tbe  two  thirda  of  the  number  of  bonet  in  tbe  11th  light  dragoom,  selected  for  the 
heavy  dragoon^  are  to  be  difpoted  of  as  follows :  the  6th  dragoon  guards  are  to  receive 
too,  the  4th  dragoons  80,  and  the  1st  heavy  dragoons  of  tbe  K.  G.  L.  the  remamder  of  the 
hones  of  the  regunent. 

14.  The  two  thirds  of  the  hones  of  the  11th  light  dragoons,  allotted  for  the  heavy  dra- 
goons, are  to  be  placed  in  files  and  numbered  in  the  same  manner  as  ordered  for  the  horses 
of  the  other  regiments  ordered  to  be  drafted,  and  similar  lots  placed  in  a  hat,  which  are  to 
be  drawn  by  an  officer  from  the  1st  heavy  Germans,  the  4th  dragoons,  and  5th  dragoon 
guards,  till  the  whole  number  will  be  disposed  of. 

15.  Each  of  ^esO' regiments  are  to  take  from  the  11th  light  dragoons  such  numbers  of 
hone  appointments  as  will  complete  the  number  of  horses  they  will  have  in  tbe  regiments 
respectivdy  when  this  arrangement  will  be  carried  into  execution,  for  which  a  settlement 
is  to  be  maide  in  the  manner  above  ordered. 

16.  As  aooa  as  the  horses  will  be  drafted  from  the  11th  light  dragoons^  this  regiment  is 
to  be  marched  to  Lisbon,  and  embarked  for  England. 

17.  General  officen  who  have  orderlies  from  the  9th  and  llth  light  dragoons,  and  4th 
dragoon  guards,  and  all  men  with  horses  belonging  to  these  regiments  on  duty,  are  to  be 
sent  to  join  them  forthwith. 

IS.  Major  Gen.  Bock  is  requested  to  superintend  the  drafting  of  the  llth  light  dragoons, 
and  to  fix  tbe  time  and  place  at  which  it  shall  be  carried  into  execution ;  Major  Gen.  Slade 
that  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  and  Miyor  Gen.  Long  that  of  the  9th  light  dragoons ;  and 
the  General  officers  will  apprise  those  concerned  of  the  time  and  place  fixed  upon,  and  will 
report  the  execution  of  these  orders  in  detail  to  the  Ck>mmander  of  the  Forces. 

19»  The  men  and  horse  appointments  belonging  to  the  1st  heavy  Germans,  Royal,  and 
4th  dragoons,  3d  and  5th  dragoon  guards,  12^  13tb,  and  16th  light  dragoons^  now  at 
Lisbon,  are  to  be  sent  to  join  their  regiments  reflectively  without  loss  of  time. 

20.  The  Q.  M.  G.  will  send  to  tbe  14th  light  dragoons  a  route  for  the  march  of  the  de- 
tachment of  that  regiment  to  Nisa,  to  receive  the  horses  from  the  9th. 

31.  Tbe  Ckmamander  of  the  Forces  returns  bis  best  thanks  to  the  4th  dragoon  guards, 
9th  and  llth  light  dragoons,  for  their  services  in  this  country.  Tbe  measure  of  drafting 
their  horses  from  them  has  been  adopted  as  one  of  utility  to  th«i<whole  of  the  cavalry,  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  regrets  exceedingly  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  adopt 
it,  and  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  any  of  these  brave  troops ;  but  be 
trasts  that  they  will  soon  be  re-mounted  and  re-equipped,  and  that,  if  necessary,  they  will 
join  the  anny  again  in  increased  strength. 

33.  The  Conunander  of  the  Forces  having  received  the  orders  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  form  in  this  country  3  troops  of  the  Staff  corps  of  cavalry  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  duties  of  the  police  of  the  army,  and  in  others  of  a  confidential  nature,  directs 
that  the  Commanding  officers  of  all  the  regiments  of  cavalry  in  this  country  will  report  the 
names,  to  the  Acyutant  Gen.,  of  the  non-commissioned  officen  and  privates  who  will  volun- 
teer to  serve  in  this  Staff  corps,  and  whose  characters  are  of  a  description  that  their  Com- 
manding officers  can  recommend  them. 

23.  Ser|eantB  in  the  Staff  corps  of  cavalry  will  receive  each  Is.  ptr  ditm  extra  pay,  cor- 
porals Sfi.f  and  privates  6d. 
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that  quarters  are  prepared  for  Reille  at  Tordesillas.  It  appears  that  they 
are  all  confoundedly  alarmed  at  our  position  in  the  Sierra. 

Tht  A,0.  to  Lieut.  Col.  Piper,  Ath  Foot,  5th  divition.  13th  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiying  your  letter  of  the  9tli  inst.  and  its  enclosure, 

conveying  the  voluntary  offer  of ,  of  the  4th  regt,  to  serve  in  any 

corps  His  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  appoint  in  answer  to  wluch  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  the  Regulations  of  1811,  where  the  mode  of  proceeding  is  pointed 
out  (under  the  head  of  <  commutation  of  punishments')  in  similar  cases.  From 
these  Regulations  it  appears  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  soldier,  who  may  be 
desirous  of  extending  nis  services  to  avoid  punishment,  should  in  the  first  instance 
be  tried  before  a  Court  MartiaL  When  the  form  shall  have  been  complied  with, 
the  application  will,  if  you  think  proper,  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces.  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  application  should  be 
transmitted  to  this  office  through  the  regular  channel  of  the  General  officer  com*- 
manding  the  brigade  and  General  officer  commanding  the  division. 

To  the  Officers,  Knights  of  the  Tower  and  Sword.  Freneda,  15th  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por- 
tugal has  been  pleased  to  appoint  you  a  Knight  ( )  of  the  Order 

of  the  Tower  and  Sword ;  and,  having  requested  the  permission  of  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  you  to  accept  this 
honor,  the  Sec.  of  State  has  answered  me  as  follows :  '  Having  laid  be* 
fore  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  the  lists  accompanying  your  Lordship's 
dispatch.  No.  10,  of  the  British  officers  upon  whom  the  Portuguese 
government  has  been  pleased  to  confer  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and 
Sword,  I  have  received  His  Royal  Highness'  commands  to  desire  your 
Lordship  will  communicate  to  those  officers  the  Prince  Regent's  gracious 
permission  that  they  should  accept  this  honorable  mark  of  distinction,  and 
bear  the  insignia  of  the  Order.* 

I  haye  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that,  having  requested  the  direc* 
tions  of  the  Sec.  of  State  whether  the  officers  who  should  he  permitted 
to  receive  this  distinction  were  to  take  the  appellation  borne  by  English 
knights,  his  Lordship  has  answered  me  in  the  negative,  unless  they  should 
be  knighted  by  His  Majesty's  authority. 

O.  O.  FiMMda,  14th  Manb,  181S. 

%  The  various  orders  which  have  been  issued  at  diflPerent  times  by  the  Cominander  of 
the  Femes  to  prerent  the  misconduct  and  outrages  committed  by  the  soldiers  of  the  army 
on  their  marches  through  the  country,  have  been  generally  occasioned  immediatdy  by  some 
disaster  which  had  occurred,  and  by  the  fall  of  one  or  more  soldiers  in  contests  with  the 
inhabitants  for  the  protection  of  that  property  of  which  the  soldiers  were  desirous  of  depriving 
them.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  therefore  trusted  that  his  repeated  ordeis  on  this 
subject  would  have  been  obeyed,  and  particularly  as  they  contain  directioos  for  the  adoption 
of  a  line  of  conduct  applicable  to  every  case  which  can  occur,  which,  if  adopted,  must 
prove  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  must  prevent  the  outrages  complained  of  and  meir  conse- 
quent misfortunes. 

4.  The  Commander  of  die  Forces  trusts,  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  army  will 
consider  the  objects  of  the  orders,  the  neglect  of  which  is  now  under  coosideratioo,  and  will 
find  motives  for  attending  to  them  in  their  desire  to  save  the  lives  of  their  men,  which 
might  be  wanting  in  ^  example  now  before  tbem  of  the  consequences  of  a  neglect  of 
those  orders. 

5.  *  «  *  *  «  ♦ 

Which  opinion  and  sentence  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces. 

6.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  pardons  Mr.  Staff  Surgeon  — ,  and  he  is  to  be  released  firom  his  arrest 
and  to  return  to  his  duty. 
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1  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  and  the  insignia 
of  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  FreDeda,  15tb  March,  1813. 

I  faaye  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  5th  inet,  enclosing 
one  of  the  5th  Feb.  from  Gen.  Baron  de  Eroles ;  and  I  have  to  inform 
you  that,  in  regard  to  the  point  stated  by  Gen.  Baron  de  Eroles,  I  have 
adopted  die  following  arrangements : 

First;  I  have  given  directions  that  arrangements  may  be  made  for  re- 
moving from  Catalonia,  Gen.  Milans,  Brigadier  Porras,  and  the  Auditor  de 
Gnerra^  Sala,  the  detail  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  have  the  honor  of 
laying  before  your  Excellency. 

Secondly;  All  matters  relating  to  the  armies  managed  by  the  civil 
authorities  being,  by  the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  Jan.  1813,  under 
the  direction  and  mani^ement  of  the  Captains  General  of  the  several  pro- 
vinces, I  have  called  upon  those  officers  for  returns  of  the  state  of  the 
levies  of  recruits  in  the  several  provinces ;  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive 
these  returns,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  proposing  to  the  Regency  the 
allotment  of  recruits  to  the  army  of  Catalonia.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have 
heard  Uiat  there  are  8000  recruits  in  Galicia,  and  it  is  advisable  that  the 
Regency  should  take  measures  to  provide  means  to  transport  to  Catalonia 
half  of  that  number  from  the  ports  in  that  kingdom.  I  beg  to  know  from 
your  Excellency  what  measures  are  adopted  on  this  subject* 

The  government  have  before  them  my  proposition  to  transport  to  Cata- 
lonia the  regiments  of  Pontevedra  and  El  Principe  from  Galicia,  the 
means  of  transport  for  which  troops  are  already  gone  to  Coruna,  and  are 
waiting  for  orders  to  be  given  subsequently  to  your  Excellency's  answer 
to  my  letter  of  the  1st  inst. 

I  have  written  by  this  occasion  to  the  Ambassador  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  at  Cadiz,  to  request  him  to  assist  the  troops  in  Catalonia  with 
clothing  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power.  The  government  know  best  whe- 
ther any  assistance  in  com  can  be  sent  to  Catalonia  from  Cadiz.  I  am 
quite  certain  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  and  till  the  civil  adminis- 
trations shall  be  better  organised,  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  send  any 
com  for  some  time  from  the  provinces  not  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

To  Hit  Ezcelleoey  Sir  C  Stuart,  K.B.  Freoeda,  15th  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letters  of  the  6th  and  12th  of 
March,  No.  1  of  the  former  date,  and  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  latter. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Sabugal  did  not  make  his 
complaint  judicially,  but  as  an  individual ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  the  case 
before  the  competent  tribunal,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  examined 
before  the  General  Court  Martial  by  which  Mr.  Thompson  was  tried,  and 
acquitted,  as  I  believe,  for  want  of  the  evidence  of  the  Juiz  de  Fora. 

lliat  of  which  I  complained  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  ult  was,  not  only 
that  an  accusation  should  have  been  brought  forward  by  the  government, 
apparently  uncalled  for,  and  certainly  unfounded,  *  that  the  magistratea 
were  called  upon  to  attend  upon  the  Courts  Martial  of  the  British  army 
in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  mles  of  politeness,'  but  that  it  shoubl, 
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be  contended  that,  when  summoned  to  attend  the  British  Courts  Martial, 
they  were  not  bound,  nay,  according  to  the  law,  ought  not  to  attend.  I . 
admitted  that  a  British  Court  Martial  could  have  no  jurisdiction  or  au- 
thority in  Portugal,  excepting  by  courtesy ;  and  I  proposed  that,  to  get 
rid  of  all  these  difficulties,  I  should  apply  to  you,  and  you  to  the  goyeru- 
ment,  to  order  the  attendance  upon  Courts  Martial  of  those  persons  whose 
evidence  might  be  necessary. 

In  answer  to  this  proposition,  the  government  have  sent  the  note  of 
Dom  M.  Forjaz  of  the  4th  March,  and  the  Alvara  of  21st  Oct.  1763, 
from  which  it  appears  that,  according  to  the  9th  clause,  the  Portuguese 
Court  Martial  is  bound  to  receive  as  evidence  the  written  testimony  for- 
warded to  them  by  a  magistrate. 

I  now  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  Portuguese  government  that  a 
British  Court  Martial  cannot  receive  written  testimony,  unless  in  extraor* 
dinary  cases  of  which  they  are  witnesses,  which  cases  I  cannot  take  upon 
myself  to  define;  and  therefore  the  Alvara  of  Oct.  1763,  and  the  Port" 
aria  of  the  9th  March,  1813,  enclosed  in  your  letter  No.  2  of  the  12th 
March,  extending  to  British  Courts  Martial  the  Alvara  of  Oct  1763,  are 
quite  inapplicable  to  our  situation,  or  to  the  difficulties  of  the  question. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  and  that  of  the  Por- 
tuguese  government,  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1 1th  March,  from  Major 
Gen.  Long,  the  President  of  a  General  Court  Martial,  assembled  for  the 

trial  of  Serjeant ,  of  the  —  light  dragoons,  for  misconduct  at  Mon- 

forte  in  respect  to  billets,  the  complaint  respecting  which  had  oome  from 
the  government  through  you. 

You  will  see  in  Major  Gen.  Long's  letter  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Juiz  de  Fora,  when  called  upon  to  answer  a  question  put  to  him  by 
the  Court,  apparently  most  important  for  the  conviction  or  justification  of 
the  Serjeant  under  trial ;  and,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  English  law 
of  evidence,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  the  best  general  rule  for  the 
discovery  of  truth,  by  which  Courts  Martial  ought  to  be  guided,  you  will 
see  how  impossible  it  is  for  any  Court  Martial  to  proceed  to  any  sentence, 
excepting  that  of  acquittal,  upon  such  defective  information  as  that  which 
this  Court  have  before  ihem,  without  the  testimony  of  the  Juiz  de  Fora. 

I  beg  you  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Portuguese  government  to  the 
facts  stated  in  Major  Gen.  Long's  letter  as  applicable  to  the  Alvara  of 
Oct  1763 ;  and  as  I  have  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  British 
government  the  expediency  of  enabling  Courts  Martial  to  receive  written 
testimony  when  on  foreign  service,  and  as  this  subject  will  probably  come 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  in  the  course  of  this  session  of 
Parliament,  I  recommend  that  if  the  Portuguese  government  should  not 
be  disposed  to  adopt  some  measures  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal, 
magistrates  as  well  as  others,  to  attend  Courts  Martial  when  summoned, 
you  should  forward  this  correspondence  to  His  Majesty's  government,  in 
order  that  they  may  see  how  this  matter  stands  in  this  country. 

In  regard  to  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Monforte,  however,  I  must  request 
you  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  government  to  his  conduct  in  a  very  par^ 
ticular  manner.  I  don't  believe  that  the  law  of  Portugal  would  justify 
him  in  refusing  to  give  evidence  before  a  Portuguese  Court  Martial  on 
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the  points  on  which  he  refused  to  give  evidence  before  the  British  Court 
Martial,  of  which  Major  Gen.  Long  was  President ;  and  considering  that 
he  had  himself  made  the  complaint  against  the  Serjeant  under  trial,  and 
that  the  Court  had  assembled  at  Monforte  for  his  convenience,  and  that  of 
the  other  witnesses  in  the  trial,  courtesy  at  least  should  have  induced  him 
to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him,  and  U>  treat  the  Court  with  politeness, 
and  at  all  events  not  with  insolence. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  form  a  decided  judgment  whether,  in  point 
of  Portuguese  law,  this  Juiz  de  Fora  was  right  or  wrong  in  refusing  to 
answer  these  questions,  but  of  this  I  am  quite  certain,  that  in  his  conduct 
towards  the  Court  Martial,  in  shutting  them  out  of  the  place  appointed 
hy  himself  for  their  assembly,  he  treated  them  in  a  manner  in  which  no 
Court  ought  to  be  treated ;  and  if  the  Governors  of  the  Kingdom  don't 
think  proper  to  notice  such  conduct,  I  beg  that  you  will  bring  the  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  as  I  shall  under 
that  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  your  letter.  No.  1,  of  the  12th  March, 
and  its  enclosure  of  the  10th  March  from  Dom  M.  Forjaz,  containing  a 
complaint  of  the  same  magistrate  of  Monforte,  against  the  Commanding 
o£5cer  of  the  13th  light  dragoons,  for  confining  and  punishing  a  native  of 
Portugal  for  buying  com  from  a  soldier.  The  records  of  the  Portuguese 
government,  and  the  orders  of  this  army,  will  show  that  I  have  not  been 
unwilling  to  notice  complaints  of  this  description,  and  to  bring  them  to 
inquiry,  and  those  complained  against  to  punishment,  if  they  should  be 
found  to  deserve  it ;  but  I  must  be  excused  from  taking  any  further  notice 
of  these  cases,  which  is  really  useless  in  a  view  to  justice,  and  only  tends 
to  bring  into  contempt  the  complaints  of  the  government  and  my  autho- 
rity, till  some  satisfactory  arrangement  shall  be  made  respecting  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  testimony  before  a  Court  Martial,  and  some  measures 
shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  government  to  mark  to  the  public  their 
sense  of  the  conduct  of  the  magistrate  of  Monforte. 

I  lament  as  much  as  the  government  can  dmt  these  questions  should 
have  arisen.  It  cannot  be  very  agreeable  to  me  to  have  to  consider  and 
write  upon  them ;  and  those  are  responsible  for  the  discussion  of  them 
who,  knowing  the  necessity  there  is  for  the  assistance  of  a  British  army 
in  the  defence  of  the  country,  have  by  their  conduct  given  rise  to 
them,  and  have  brought  matters  to  such  a  state  as  that  if  there  should 
unfortunately  exist  a  necessity  for  continuing  the  army  in  Portugal  during 
another  season,  it  is  more  dian  probable  that,  notwithstanding  ail  my 
efforts  to  prevent  the  misfortune,  there  will  be  serious  conflicts  between 
the  magistrates  and  people  on  one  side,  and  the  troops  of  both  nations  on 
the  other. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welkiley,  K.B.  Ficoeda,  f  5th  Matdi,  1813. 

A  considerable  sum  of  money  is  about  to  be  sent  to  Lisbon  for  the  use 
of  the  army,  in  pagodas,  with  directions  from  the  Treasury  that  they  may 
be  re-coined  at  Uie  Portuguese  mint,  into  Portuguese  coins. 

I  have  requested  Sir  C.  Stuart  to  have  an  assay  made  of  them  at  the 
Portuguese  mint  and  that  he  will  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  length  of 
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time  which  will  be  reiquired  to  re-coin  the  whole  sum.  I  have  likewise 
requested  him  to  send  a  few  of  the  pagodas  to  you  at  Cadiz ;  and  I  request 
you  to  have  them  assayed,  to  ascertain  the  sum  they  will  produce  in 
Spanish  8  and  4  dollar  pieces ;  also  the  length  of  time  which  will  be 
required  to  re-coin  them  to  thfe  value  of  £150,000. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.R  Freneda,  15tb  March,  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what 
quantity  of  clothing  you  have  still  in  store.  I  want  to  send  6000  com- 
plete suits  to  the  army  of  Catalonia,  and  about  4000  to  Alicante,  for  Elio's 
army.    I  have  only  2000  at  Lisbon,  but  these  are  wanted  for  Estremadura. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  15th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Cortes 
have  again  outdone  themselves  in  their  proceedings  on  the  change  of  the 
Regency.  I  never  have  known  a  shoeblack  dismissed  in  such  a  style  t 
This  proceeding  will  do  them  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

' must  have  mistaken  Sir  J.  Murray ;  and  I  can  adopt  no 

])roceeding  in  regard  to  the  Sicilian  levies,  on  what  he  says. 

71k«  A.G.  to  M<\fct ,  ~ light  dragoons,  15th  March,  1813. 

In  reference  to  a  complaint  which  has  been  preferred  against  you  by  the  Juiz 
de  Fora  of  FundSo,  grounded  on  the  circumstance  of  his  house  having  been 
searched  for  hay  by  your  orders,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  to  signify  to  you,  that  as  he  would  be  sorry  to  find  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  any  harsh  measures  towards  an  ofiicer  of  your  rank  and 
standing  in  the  service,  he  desires  that  you  will  satisfy  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  FundSo 
regarding  the  subject  of  his  complaint,  so  as  to  render  any  further  steps  unneces- 
sary ;  and  I  request  that  you  will  be  j^eased  to  acquaint  me  when  this  shall  have 
been  done,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

To  Mnishal  Sir  W.  C.  Berasford,  K.a  Fi«neda,  I6th  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  the  notification  of 
the  approbation  of  the  Prince  Regent  that  the  officers  in  His  Majesty's 
service,  and  others  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  service  of  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  on  whom  His  Royal  Highness  had  recently  conferred 
the  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  might  accept  the  same,  and  wear  the 
insignia. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have  written  upon  this  subject 
to  the  several  officers  of  the  British  army  upon  whom  this  same  honor  had 
been  conferred. 

To  Major  Gen.  Baron  Bock.  Freneda,  I6th  March,  1813. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which 

you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of  corporal , , '•  "•■ , 

and y  of  the  —  regt.,  and  likewise  on  the  trial  of , 

,  and y  of  the  —  regt.,  which  I  return  to  you,  and 

request  that  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  both  may  be  revised. 

In  regard  to  the  first  mentioned  trial,  the  Court  have  admitted  in  their 

proceedings  a  statement  put  in,  and  sworn  to  by  Lieut ,  containing 

much  matter  not  of  his  own  knowledge,  rnd  in  fact  applicable  to  other 
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/cases,  instead  of  allowing  him  to  refresh  his  memory  by  his  paper  made 
a)ut  at  the  time  of  the  transaction,  and  making  him  tell  his  own  story. 
This  paper  is  besides  separate  from  the  proceedings,  and  unsigned. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  have  not  been  signed  by  the 
acting  Judge  Advocate. 

•  In  regard  to  the  sentence,  tliat  on  —  and  is  illegal.  The  Ge- 
neral Court  Martial  have  not  the  power,  either  by  the  Mutiny  Act  or 
Articles  of  War,  to  pass  a  sentence  that  a  soldier  shall  serve  for  a  period 
of  years,  or  for  life,  beyond  the  seas,  for  any  crime  excepting  desertion. 
This  sentence,  therefore,  must  be  altered. 

Observing,  likewise,  the  disorders  committed  by  the  party  to  which  the 

soldiers  belonged  on  their  march  from  Lisbon  to  Coirabra,  and  that , 

who  was  acting  corporal,  has  been  found  guilty  of  a  most  atrocious  offence, 

and  that has  been  found  guilty,  as  well  of  that  offence  as  of  mutiny, 

I  hope  that  the  Court  will  consider  it  necessary  to  make  an  example  of 
these  soldiers,  and  to  sentence  the  full  punishment  which  the  law  allowsi 
'  In  regard  to  the  proceedings  on  the  other  trial,  it  is  required  by  the 
General  Regulations  of  the  service  that  those  of  each  separate  trial  should 
be  headed  by  the  names  of  the  President  and  members  of  the  Court) 
which  has  been  omitted,  and  the  Judge  Advocate  has  omitted  to  sign  the 
proceedings. 

.  There  is  the  same  objection  to  the  sentence  as  to  that  on  the  other 
trial  under  consideration,  with  this  additional  objection,  that  it  is  contrary 
to  law  to  sentence  restitution  in  cases  of  felony.  This  remark  does  not 
apply  to  the  money  found  on  the  prisoners. 

<  t  hope  likewise  that  the  Court  will  consider  it  necessary  to  make  an 
example  of  these  offenders,  and  to  sentence  a  punishment  to  the  full  ex-^ 
tent  dlowed  by  the  law. 

To  Vice  Adin.  O.  Martin.  Freneda,  16th  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter,  and  its  enclosures,  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Sec.  of  State ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the 
expediency  of  sending  to  England  the  transports  referred  to  by  the  Trans- 
port Board,  and  of  retaining  in  their  stead  others  of  a  smaller  size,  which 
may  be  sent  from  England. 

To ,  Efq.  Reneda,  16th  March,  1813. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  by  the  last  post  your  letter  of  the  24tb 
Feb.,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  details  into  which  you 
have  entered  regarding  the  means  of  obtaining  intelligence  for  this  army. 
In  general  we  have  not  been  deficient  in  that  respect ;  but  as  it  is  always 
desirable  to  obtain  a^  much  as  possible,  I  could  have  wished  you  had 
gone  into  still  further  details  respecting  the  mode  of  obtaining  intelli' 
gence  at  Paris,  which  is,  I  believe,  very  difficult ;  and  respecting  the  ex- 
ecution of  your  plan  of  communicating  it  by  a  newspaper ;  and  respect- 
ing the  facilities  of  receiving  such  newspaper  in  this  country. 

In  England  it  is  not  impossible  to  communicate  intelligence  by  a 
newspaper.  Indeed  the  contents  of  all  the  newspapers  are  intelligence  to 
tiie  enemy,  upon  which  I  know  that  plans  of  operations  have  been  formed ; 
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wad  it  appeared  upon  a  trial  for  treason,  M»ne  years  ago,  that  yery  detailed 
information  was  conveyed  to  the  enemy  in  this  manner.  But  I  don^t  see 
how  this  could  be  done  in  France,  where  the  press  is  under  such  extra- 
ordinary restricti(His.  Then,  if  the  inlbrmatien  could  be  obtained  and 
inserted  in  a  newspaper  in  France  as  proposed,  it  appeairs  to  me  to  be 
quite  impossible  to  receive  it  at  the  head  of  tiiis  army,  exceptmg  by 
England. 

To  Hit  £xcdl«Dcy  Sir  C.  Stuut,  K.a  Fnneda,  lOtb  Marcb^  1813. 

I  have  given  directions  that  500  of  the  4000  sets  of  cavalry  clothing 
and  appointments  should  be  landed  at  Coruiia,  and  the  remainder  sent  to 
Lisbon,  where  500  more  are  to  be  landed,  and  the  remaining  3000  then 
to  be  sent  to  Cadiz ;  and  I  have  assembled  the  body  of  the  Spanish  cavalry 
on  the  Guadalquivir  to  receive  them. 

To  Hit  BxcelleDcy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  FreDedo,  16tk  Maroh,  18191 

I  enclose  a  letter,  and  its  enclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Sec.  of  State,  in  regard  to  the  re-coinage  at  Lisbon  of  a  sum  of  money 
expected  from  England  in  pagodas. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  these  pagodaa 
assayed  at  the  Portuguese  mint,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  they  will  pro- 
duce in  Portuguese  coins ;  and  if  you  will  send  a  few  of  them  to  Cadiz, 
in  order  that  Sir  H.  Wellesley  may  have  them  assayed  at  the  Spanish 
mint,  as  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  them  converted  into  Spanish  instead 
of  Portuguese  coins. 

I  also  request  that  you  will  have  it  ascertained  how  long  it  will  take  to 
convert  the  whole  into  Portuguese  coins. 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  First  Lord  of  the  Treainry.  Freoeda,  Ifitfa  Marcb,  1813. 

I  request  you  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  returning  my  most  grate^ 
ful  acknowledgments  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  fresh  mark  of 
his  favor  which  your  Lordship  has  informed  me  it  is  His  Royal  Highness' 
intention  to  confer  upon  me,  by  sending  me  the  filue  Riband  vacated  by 
the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  I  hope  that  His  Royal  High- 
ness believes  that  I  am  grateful  for  all  his  favors,  and  that  I  shall  endeavor 
to  prove  my  gratitude  by  continued  zeal  in  his  service. 

I  likewise  request  your  Lordship  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  favorr 
able  representation  and  recommendation  of  my  service  to  His  Royal 
Highness,  to  which  I  am  much  indebted. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  I6th  Marob,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  Feb.,  in  regard  to  the  medals, 
and  I  concur  entirely  with  you  regarding  all  the  improvements  you  pro* 
pose  on  the  subject.  You  have  provided  a  remedy  for  a  difficulty  which 
I  could  never  get  over  in  a  way  at  all  satisfiMstory  to  myself.  I  likewise 
agree  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  having  a  cross  with  8  bars,  or  a  star 
with  8  points,  for  those  who  are  entitled  to  more  than  7  distinctions. 

I  am  not  certain  that  it  would  not  be  best  that  all  General  officers,  as 
well  as  others,  should  wear  the  medal  or  cross  at  the  button  hole  till  they 
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riumM  receiTe  the  last  distinction.  It  is  very  awkUrard  to  ride  in  round 
the  neck. 

According  to  the  new  principle,  I  believe  that  Gen.  Alava  and  Gen. 
O'Lawlor  ought  to  have  the  cross  instead  of  a  medal,  and  I  ^mM  be 
obliged  to  your  Lordship  if  you  will  so  arrange  it 

P.S.  Alava's  name  ib  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  Miguel  Ricardo  de  Alava. 
O'Lawlor's,  Brig.  Don  Jos^  O'Lawlor. 

To  Earl  Bathont  Fieneda,  16th  March,  1813. 

I  have  read  your  clause  to  enable  Courts  Martial  to  receive  written 
■testimony,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  not  only  the  words  included  by  you 
in  the  brackets  must  be  omitted,  but  the  following  proviso,  that  the  wit- 
Bess  shall  not  be  capable  of  attending. 

The  crimes  which  give  us  most  trouble  are  those  committed  by  soldiers 
.belonging  to  detachments  on  a,  march,  and  generally  at  a  distance  from 
their  regiments,  or  any  station  at  which  they  can  be  tried.  For  instance, 
the  soldiers  respecting  whom  I  sent  you  the  inquiry  lately,  committed  the 
crimes  for  which  they  are  to  be  tried  at  every  stage  on  the  road  from  Lis- 
bon to  Coimbra,  a  distance  of  about  130  miles.  They  were  halted  at 
Coimbra,  because,  the  cavalry  being  by  accident  in  that  neighbourhood,  it 
was  possible  to  try  them  there ;  otherMOse,  to  join  their  regiments,  they 
would  have  gone  100  miles  farther.  But  still,  if  the  presence  of  the  ac- 
cused should  be  necessary  when  the  written  deposition  is  taken,  we  must 
have  detachments  with  officers  travelling  backwards  and  forwards  in  charge 
of  prisoners  to  be  present  at  the  taking  of  depositions  against  them,  and 
these  prisoners  would  have  had  to  march  from  100  to  200  miles.  It  is 
obvbus  that  in  many  cases  they  would  have  to  go  much  farther;  and  in 
some  cases,  such  as  retreats,  in  which  the  grossest  outrages  are  committed, 
of  which  written  depositions  might  be  procured,  it  must  be  impossible  to 
send  the  prisoners  to  be  present  at  the  time  they  are  taken. 

Then  the  other  proviso  will  render  the  whole  clause  nugatory.  I  believe 
it  seldom  happens  that  a  witness  is  not  capable  of  attending  a  Court;  at  all 
events  it  is  not  very  easy  of  proof.  I  believe  likewise  that  a  Court  Mar* 
tial,  like  every  other  court,  is  bound  at  present  to  receive  the  best  evidence 
which  can  be  procured,  and  that  if  it  can  be  proved  that  a  witness  cannot 
attend,  and  his  written  deposition  lb  produced,  it  must  be  received.  The 
evil  for  which  I  want  a  remedy  is,  that  owing  to  the  distance  from  the  seat 
of  the  jurisdiction,  the  inconvenience  of  attendance  to  the  witnesses  is  so 
great  that  they  prefer  suffering  the  injury  to  incurring  it;  and  they  will 
not  attend,  and  tiie  guilty  escape  punishment ;  not  that  Uiey  are  not  capable 
of  attending. 

Then  there  is  another  very  serious  consideration  on  this  subject,  upon 
which  I  have  desired  Sir  C.  Stuart  to  address  the  Sec.  of  State,  and  that  is, 
the  objections  made  by  the  Portuguese  magistrates  to  attend  Courts  Mar- 
tial as  witnesses,  to  substantiate  complaints  against  British  officers  and 
soldiers.  I  have  had  frequent  discussions  with  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment, through  His  Majesty's  minister,  on  this  subject,  particularly  lately  ; 
and  they  have,  upon  a  proposition  of  mine  that  all  summonses  of  witnesses 
to  attend  a  British  Court  Maitia]  should  proceed  from  the  government, 
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passed  *a  Partaria^  placing  our  Courts  Martial  on  the  'samis  footidg  as 
Portuguese  Courts  Martial ;  and  they  have  sent  me  the  Alvara  of  Octo- 
ber,  1763,  which  regulates  the  mode  in  which  Portuguese  Courts  Martial 
are  to  ohtain  the  evidence  of  persons  not  military. 

From  this  it  appears  that  a  Portuguese  Court  Martial  is  bound  to  receive 
as  evidence  the  written  deposition  sent  to  it  by  a  magistrate,  and  this  clause 
is  construed  to  include  his  own.  In  several  instances  lately,  therefore,  the 
magistrates  have  refused  to  attend  to  give  evidence  against  officers  and 
soldiers  of  whom  they  had  complained ;  disputes  of  a  disagreeable  nature 
have  ensued ;  and,  in  fact,  the  jurisdiction  of  British  Courts  Martial  is  at 
an  end  as  to  all  cases  of  this  description.  It  is  obvious  that  either  the  one 
country  or  the  other  must  alter  its  law. 

I  wish  that  somebody  would  look  over  the  proceedings  of  Courts  Mar- 
tial of  this  army,  and  they  would  see  in  what  a  state  that  jurisdiction 
stands.  There  is  nobody  knows  it  better  than  Mr.  Larpent,  who  is  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  Staff  of  this  army. 

T\e  A,0,  io  Lmtt.  CoL  Royal,  Coimhra,  16th  Ifarcb,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  the  proceedinss  of  two  me^ 
dical  boards  on  344  men  belonging  to  different  corps  at  tne  eeneral  hospital  staf- 
tion  at  Coimbra,  reported  to  be  fit  subjects  to  be  iiivalidea ;  and  1  have  been 
directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  these  men  may  be  removed 
to  Lisbon  for  the  purpose  of  being  disposed  of  as  recommended  by  the  boards.  U 
is  extremely  desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  invalided  men  should,  if  possible,  be 
removed  to  Lisbon  by  sea,  and  1  am  to  desire  therefore  that  you  will  ascertain, 
by  reference  to  Capt.  M'Nab,  whether  any,  and  to  what  extent,  shipping  fur  this 
purpose  can  be  provided  at  that  port,  concerting  with  him  the  necessary  measures 
of  detail  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  invaUdt  from  Coimbra  to  Figueira,  and 
from  Figueira  to  Lisbon.  It  will  be  necessary,  at  all  events,  that  the  worst  oases, 
and  such  men  as  have  lost  a  leg,  should  be  sent  round  to  Lisbon  by  sea ;  and  if  it 
should  appear  that  a  sufficiency  of  transport  accommodation  is  not  to  be  had  at 
Figueira  at  present,  men  of  the  above  descriptions  must  be  detained  at  Coimbra 
until  the  means  of  removing  them  by  sea  shall  be  in  readiness  at  Figueira.  Such 
of  the  invalids  (exclusive  of  the  worst  cases,  and  men  who  may  have  lost  a  leg) 
as  cannot  be  accommodated  on  board  of  transports  now  at  Figneira,  are  to  proceed 
by  land  to  Lisbon,  for  which  purpose  routes  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the 
Q.  M.  6.  on  aoplication  from  you  for  that  purpose,  stating  the  number  that  will 
march.  It  wiU  be  necessary  that  the  invalided  men  proceeding  to  Lisbon  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  a  proportionate  number  of  officers ;  those  who  will  be  re- 
moved by  sea  will  of  course  reauire  a  smaller  proportion  of  officers  than  those,  if 
any,  who  will  have  to  march.  I  apprehend  that  you  will  be  enabled  to  furnish  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  for  this  service  at  the  station :  if  not,  I  request  you 
will  inform  me  what  number  of  officers  will  be  required  in  addition  to  those  which 
can  be  furnished  at  the  station. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Sherlock,  4th  dragoon  gnardf.  Freneda,  17th  Bfarch,  1S13. 

I  have  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  which  I  con- 
fess has  surprised  me  not  a  little,  as  I  thought  I  had  explained  sufficiently 
in  the  G.  O.  for  drafting  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  that  the  arrangements 
had  been  made  much  against  my  inclination.  It  is  useless  to  say  more, 
than  to  assure  you  that  I  have  contended  against  it  to  the  utmost  extent, 
and,  till  it  was  positively  ordered,  I  did  not  carry  it  into  execution. 

I  assure  you  that  I  have  not  served  so  long  without  knowing  the  diffe- 
rence between  soldiers  who  have  served,  and  those  who  have  not;  and  as 
tlie  Commander  of  the  army,  I  should  certainly  prefer  to  take  the  horsea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I>ORTUOAL.  36*1 

'ttoin.  the  latter  to  taking  them  from  the  former ;  but  if  my  superiors  are 
of  a  different  opinion,  or  prefer  a  different  course,  it  is  mj  duty  to  obey. 
I  am  responsible  for  the  selection  I  have  made  of  the  regiments  whose 
services  are  to  be  '  rejected,'  not  by  me,  but  by  the  orders  of  my  superiors ; 
and  I  hope  that  I  have  selected  those  regiments,  the  loss  of  whose  services 
in  the  Peninsula  will  be  the  least  disadvantageous  here,  and  to  whom  a 
return  to  England  is  most  necessary. 

'  If  I  have  erred  in  my  judgment,  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  but  I  must  say  that 
I  am  responsible  to  no  person  in  this  country,  and  to  none  but  my  superiors, 
for  what  I  have  done  on  this  occasion. 

To  the  Minuter  at  War,  Cadix.  Freueda,  I7tb  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  5th 
March,  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a  dep6t  of  instruction  for  the  cavalry 
at  San  Carlos. 

An  institution  of  this  description  is  always,  in  the  abstract,  useful ;  but 
there  are  various  points  connected  with  the  establishment  of  this  institu^ 
tion  upon  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  giv6  an  opinion,  till  I  shall 
know  the  sentiments  of  the  government  upon  various  subjects  which  1 
have  laid  before  them. 

Your  Excellency  has  ordered  this  institution  to  be  formed  without  con- 
sulting my  opinion,  and  without  transmitting  the  orders  of  the  government 
through  me,  although,  of  all  other  points  in  every  military  establishment, 
those  relating  to  technical  discipline  have  always  been  reckoned  the  pecu^ 
liar  province  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Your  Excellency  has  ordered  corps  of  cavalry  to  join  this  new  institu- 
tion without  consulting  my  opinion,  or  transmitting  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment through  me,  which  corp^  of  cavalry  I  had  destined  for  other 
Services.  You  have  appointed  a  commandant  and  other  officers  to  the 
institution  without  consulting  my  opinion,  or  receiving  any  reeommenda^ 
tion  from  me  or  any  other  officer  upon  the  subject 

I  beg  again  to  refer  the  government  to  my  letters  to  your  Excellency 
of  the  4th  and  25th  Dec.  1812,  and  to  your  Excellency's  answers  of  the 
2ith  Dec.  and  1st  Jan.  1813,  and  to  receive  a  final  decision  from  the 
government  whether  they  propose  to  adhere  to  their  engi^ement,  solemnly 
entered  into  with  me  after  repeated  discussions,  or  whether  they  do  not ; 
and  I  beg  to  have  decisive  answers  to  my  letters  noted  in  the  margin,^ 
to  which  no  answers  have  yet  been  received. 

I  now  tell  your  Excellency  Uiat  I  propose  to  take  the  field  at  the  head 
of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
and  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delays 
by  the  government  in  issuing  the  orders  consequent  to  the  arrangement 
settied  by  me  at  Cadiz,  complained  of  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  Feb.,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  interference  of  the  government  in  every  military 
arrangement  contrary  to  their  engagements,  I  don't  believe  that  any 
Spanish  corps  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  till  late  in  the  season,  if  any 
should  be  in  a  state  to  move  at  all* 

♦  One  of  7th  Feb. ;  two  of  24th  ditto ;  one  of  lit  March ;  one  of  5th  ditto;  one  of  7th 
ditto;  and  two  of  15th  ditto. 
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As  appertaining  to  diis  subject,  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  ktt^  received 
from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  anny  of  reserve,  in  regard  to  officers 
beloDging  to  corps  in  the  armj  of  reserve  being  detained  in  the  depdt  of 
the  cavalry  at  the  Isla,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Gonde  de  la  Bisbal, 
of  m jael^  or  of  any  other  military  authority. 

I  have  other  complaints  of  the  same  purport  from  the  Cende  de  la 
Bisbal,  of  orders  sent  by  your  Excellency  to  troops  under  hii  command 
without  any  communication  to  him,  and  of  his  ignorance  whedier  these 
and  others  are  or  are  not  under  his  command,  upon  which  I  can  give 
him  no  answer,  not  having  received  from  your  Exc^lency  the  sUghtesi 
intimation  of  the  movement  of  the  corps,  of  the  objects  in  moving  them, 
or  of  any  circumstance  regarding  their  movement. 

I  repeat  to  your  Excellency  that  it  is  quito  impossible  that  any  military 
establishment  can  go  on  in  this  manner ;  that  it  is  essentially  necessary 
that  the  government  should  adhere  to  one  uniform  mode  of  proceedings 
and  channel  of  communication  with  the  army,  which  has  been  settled  by 
their  engagements  with  me,  as  the  only  mode  by  which  regularity  and 
military  efficiency  can  be  insured,  or  their  own  authority  preserved ;  and 
I  earnestly  entreat  them  to  decide  finally  whether  they  will  or  not  adhere 
to  those  engagements. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  theConde  de  la  Biibal.  FicBtda,  I7tb  Kan^  18131 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst,  and  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  having  sent  me  the  information  contained  in  your 
letter,  regarding  the  wants  of  the  troops  under  your  command. 

I  have  ordered  the  Duque  del  Parque  to  move  all  the  troops  of  the  3d 
army  out  of  the  province  of  Cordova;  and  I  have  ordered  that  inquiries 
might  be  made  regarding  the  squadron  dd  Pedroche. 

I  must  delay  giving  answers  on  the  other  military  points  referred  to  in 
your  letter,  till  I  shall  know  whether  the  government  propose  to  adhere  to 
their  engagements  witl^me,  and  to  carry  on  the  military  service  as  it  ought 
to  be  carried  on,  or  to  continue  to  move  corps  by  direct  communication 
from  the  Minister  at  War,  without  reference  to  the  ordinary  channels  of 
military  subordination,  to  the  common  rules  of  discipline,  or  to  the  solemn 
engagements  made  with  me  after  repeated  discussion. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  finance,  referred  to  in  your  Excellency's 
letter,  I  wish  that  the  Intendant  had  gone  into  still  further  details,  and 
had  stated  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  each  branch  of  the  revenue  of 
that  part  of  die  kingdom  of  Seville  left  under  his  management;  the 
produce  of  that  part  which  he  has  mortgaged  to  feed  the  troops  till  the 
end  of  March;  and  for  what  period  he  had  mortgaged  it.  It  is  desind>le 
to  have  the  same  reports  on  the  produce  of  the  province  of  Cordova, 
setting  against  that  produce  the  expenses  of  the  troops  of  the  3d  army. 

If  any  circumstance  prevents  the  produce  of  the  revenue  from  being 
realised  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  Intendant  of  the  army  should  report  it  to 
your  Excellency,  as  well  as  to  the  Minister  of  Hacienda^  in  order  that 
Government  may  be  applied  to  for  a  remedy. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that,  under  the  orders  of  government, 
nine  tenths  of  the  produce  of  the  revenues  of  Cordova  and  Seville  are 
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applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  army  under  your  command,  and  that 
it  is  highly  important  to  your  Excellency  to  know  the  exact  produce  of 
these  nine  tenths,  because  you  will  observe  that,  imder  the  1 1th  article  of 
the  decree  of  the  Cortes,  you,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  urmy,  are 
held  responsible  for  the  expenditure,  and  none  of  the  money  allotted  for 
the  army  ought  to  be  issued  from  the  chest  without  your  sanction.  The 
Intendant,  therefore,  ought  not  to  have  mortgaged  the  produce  of  the 
Aduana  without  your  consent. 

I  don't  mean  to  cast  blame  upon  this  arrangement,  of  the  details  of 
which  I  have  no  knowledge,  and  it  may  be  very  proper  ;  but  I  advert  to 
it  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  the  control  which  you  possess,  md 
ought  to  exercise,  over  the  financial  system  of  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand. 

In  regard  to  the  levy  of  the  horses  and  mares,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
2d  article  of  the  same  decree  of  the  Cortes,  in  which  you  will  see  that  the 
civil  authorities  in  the  provinces  of  which  you  are  the  Captain  General 
are  subordinate  to  you  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  military ;  and  it  rests 
with  you  to  give  them  such  orders  as  you  may  think  proper,  in  order  to 
enforce  the  levy  of  the  horses  and  mares.  I  recommend  to  you,  how- 
ever, in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  government,  to  exercise  this 
power  with  discretion  and  moderation. 

I  shall  write  to  you  again  shortly  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  your 
troops,  of  whose  progress  in  discipline  I  am  happy  to  receive  so  good  an 
account  In  respect  to  their  early  movements,  much  vdll  depend  upon 
the  realization  of  the  resources. 

I  have  written  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Cadiz  regard- 
ing the  state  of  the  stores  of  clothing  and  arms  there ;  and  as  soon  as 
I  shall  receive  his  answer,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  anrangem^its  for 
the  supply  of  your  wants  of  those  articles. 

To  Lieut  6«n.  the  Conde  de  la  Bbbal.  Freoada,  I7th  Hnch,  181S. 

I  enclose  a  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Minister  at  War,  in  regard  to  the  draft  made  by  order  of  your  Excels 
lency  of  the  men  from  the  2d  regt.  of  Mali^a  to  the  regiments  of  Campo 
Maior  and  of  Catabnia;  and  I  likewise  enclose  the  regulation  of  govern- 
ment of  the  4th  Dec.  1812,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  this  act  was 
a  departure  from  it. 

1  don't  by  any  means  question  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  the  act 
itself,  of  which  I  entertain  no  doubt ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  if  your 
Excellency  had  adverted  to  the  enclosed  order,  you  would  not  have 
adopted  the  measure  without  their  previous  consent,  through  the  regular 
authority.  I  beg  leave  at  the  same  time  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  con- 
sidering well  every  measure  that  is  adopted  on  every  subject,  and  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  law  and  regulation. 

Unless  we  should  adopt  and  adhere  to  this  practice,  and  unless  we 
should  ourselves  set  the  example  of  obeying  strictly  the  orders  of  our 
superiors,  we  cannot  expect  that  our  inferiors  will  obey  ours,  and  all  the 
foundation  of  our  hopes  of  restoring  the  service  to  its  former  state  of 
discipline  and  order  will  vanish. 
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To  the  Minuter  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freneda,  )7th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  5th  March,  regarding 

the  conduct  of  the  Con^e  de  la  Bisbal,  in  drafting  soldiers  from  the  2d 

regt  of  Malaga  into  the  regiments  of  Campo  Maior  and  of  Catalonia; 

and  having  perused  the  regulation  of  4th  Dec.  1812,  this  conduct  cer- 

-  tainly  militates  with  it. 

I  have  written  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  to  desire  that  he  will  attend 
strictly  in  every  respect  to  the  regulation ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to 
your  Eicellency,  that  I  can  have  no  authority  over  the  army,  and  that  it 
is  totally  out  of  my  power  to  give  that  support  which  I  wish  to  give  to 
the  orders  of  government,  if  your  Excellency,  aa  the  Minister  at  War, 
.  does  not  adhere  to  military  principles,  and  to  the  engagements  of  the 
government  with  me  in  your  communications  with  the  army. 

.To  liOrd  Somerville.  Freneda,  17th  March,  1813. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter,  which  I  received  by 
the  last  post ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  also  thanking  you  for  the 
share  you  had  in  the  kindness  towarda  me  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord 
Liverpool,  in  securing  for  me  the  estate  of  Wellington  Park.  It  appears 
to  me  that  every  thing  that  your  Lordship  proposes  should  be  done  there 
is  most  judicious,  and  I  conclude  that  you  have  given  directions  about 
making  the  road,  the  planting,  and  the  letting  of  the  land.  You  have  not 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  person  whom  you  have  recommended  to  Mr. 
Xiitehfield  as  the  man  of  business ;  but  I  will  write  to  my  brother  on  the 
subject,  and  desire  he  may  be  employed, 

.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  intentions  to  take  a  look  at 
my  concerns  in  Somersetshire  at  times,  and  I  only  hope  that  you  will 
make  the  use  you  please  of  every  thing  belonging  to  me  there*  I  am 
happy  to  tell  you  that  your  friend  Mr.  Head  and  his  brother*  are  going 
on  remarkably  well ;  the  former  is  much  esteemed  by  his  superiors,  ai)4 
you  may  depend  upon  my  attending  to  him  when  there  shall  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  promoting  him,  and  he  shall  have  been  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
in  the  department. 

P.S.  I  wrote  to  Pole  fully  some  time  ago,  in  regard  to  further  pur- 
chases in  Somersetshire ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  this  day  in  regard  to 
.  the  purchase  you  mention  for  £3600  on  the  same  manor* 

To  the  Hon.  W.  Wellesley  Pole.  Freneda,  17th  March,  1815. 

I  received  only  by  the  last  post  your  letters  of  the  28th  Jan.,  and  I  trusi 
that  long  before  this  you  will  have  received  mine  of  the  27th  Jan. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Lord  Somerville,  in  which  he  tells  me  that  the  two 
manors  of  Wellington  Park  are  contracted  for  to  most  responsible  tenants, 
for  £1000  j9er  annum^  from  Ladyday  next,  woods  included.  I  conclude 
that  this  contract  must  be  carried  into  execution  by  a  lease  signed  by 
myself,  unless  I  should  give  a  power  of  attorney  to  you  or  somebody 
else  to  sign  leases  for  me  during  my  absence.  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Somerville,  and  he  will  talk  to  you  upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  regarding 
the  purchase  for  £3600  of  another  estate  in  the  same  manor,  which  I  think 
*  Sir  G.  Head  and  Sir  F.  B.  Head,  Bart. 
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desirable.  But  if  the  trustees  have  settled  to  purchase  any  other  estate, 
ehher  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  mj  owa  money,  I  will  piu>chase 
this  estate  myself. 

Lord  Somerville  has  likewise  recommended  to  Mr.  Litchfield  a  man  of 
business  in  Somersetshire,  whose  name  he  does  not  mention  in  his  letter 
to  me ;  but  I  conceive  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  employ  any  person  h& 
recommends. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freoeda,  17th  March,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke,  reporting  the  arrival  of  tlie 
detachments  of  De  Watteville's  corps  at  Cadiz,  and  stating  that  the  whole 
of  the  corps  is  now  assembled  there. 

Your  Lordship  will  also  perceive,  that  the  clothing  which  I  reported 
in  my  letter  of  Uie  10th  ult.  that  the  regiment  much  required,  had  not* 
reached  Cadiz  on  the  10th  inst 

To  Earl  Bathiirtt  Freoeda,  17th  March,  1813. 

Marshal  Soult  has  continued  his  march  to  the  northward,  with  the  de- 
tachment of  drafts  from  the  troops  on  the  Tagus ;  and  it  lb  reported  that 
he  htB  passed  the  Douro  on  his  way  to  France.  The  enemy  have  with, 
drawn  the  greater  number  of  their  detachments  from  La  Mancha,  and 
some  of  the  troops  of  the  army  of  the  South  are  in  movement  througk- 
the  Sierra,  by  which  Castille  is  divided  from  Estremadura,  towards  Avila, 
in  which  town  a  division  of  that  army  is  expected.  I  believe  that  this 
movement  has  been  occasioned  by  the  position  of  our  troops  in  the  Sierra 
de  Bejar.  There  has  been  no  other  movement  of  importance.  The. 
enemy's  troops  which  had  crossed  the  Esla  have  retired  again. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  last,  I  have  received  reports  from  CoU 
Longa,  that  he  had  taken  the  fort  of  Cubo,  near  Pancorbo,  on  the  25th 
Jan. ;  and  on  the  13th  Feb.  he  had  surprised  at  Pozo  de  la  Sal  a  detach- 
ment of  the  division  of  Palombini,  under  that  General,  and  had  killed  or 
wounded  16  officers,  and  above  200  soldiers. 

To  Capt.  Gen.  Don  F.  X.  CattalSof.  Freneda,  18th  March,  1813.     > 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst  which  relates  to 
the  causes  for  forming  the' disposable  infantry  of  the  army  of  Galicia  into 
13  corps,  and  for  the  removal  of  3  chiefs,  and  for  the  appointment  of  3 
officers  to  be  Commandants  of  regiments,  I  enclose  a  report  which  I 
have  received  from  the  Inspector  of  infantry. 

I  have  therefore  given  directions  that  Don  Ignacio  Balanzat,  Don  Josef 
Miranda,  and  Don  Salvador  Valencia,  may  be  recommended  to  be  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  of  the  3  regiments  named  by  your  Excellency ;  and  I  will 
further  recommend,  that  Colonels  may  not  be  appointed  to  those  regiment* 
for  the  present. 

G.  O.  F^neda,  imh  Blueh.  181S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcee  hat  ^reat  pleasure  in  pahlishing  the  resolntionf  of 
the  Honaei  of  Lords  and  Commons,  ezpressmg  their  approbation  of  the  condnct  of  the  Gene- 
lal  officers,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  army  in  the  late  battle  at  Salamanca. 
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To  Lieut.  Col.  Sir  R.  Hill,  commg.  the  Hooidiold  caTalry.    Frioeda,  19tk  March,  1813b 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  it 
would  now  be  inconvenient  to  the  Household  Brigade  of  cavalry  to  move 
from  their  present  cantonments  to  make  room  for  the  Hussars. 

I  have  not  written  to  you  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards,  Blue.  I  hope  that  yoa 
and  the  officers  of  the  regiment  will  believe  that  I  am  very  sensible  of 
the  honor  which  has  thus  been  conferred  upon  me ;  and  that  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  forming  an  acquaintance  with 
the  regiment, 

I  hope  that  in  the  mean  time  you  will  let  me  know  if  I  caai  do  any 
tiling  which  can  be  of  use  to  the  regiment,  or  to  any  individual  belong- 
ing to  it 

To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Bensford,  K.B.  Freneda,  19th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  15th  and  16th  inst.,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  of  your  accident. 

You  had  better  allow  ^ose  of  the  vessels  which  can  go,  to  sail  with  the 
clothing  which  they  have  on  board  which  is  not  damaged. 

As  for  Leite  and  Victoria,  do  as  you  please  about  them«  I  sent  Idieir 
papers,  particularly  those  of  the  former,  to  you,  because  I  did  not  choose 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  excepting  by  your  desire.  Leite  saya 
Ihat  I  recommended  him  upon  a  former  occasion ;  but  I  am  sure  I  have 
no  recollection  of  sudi  recommendation,  excepting  in  a  dispatch  to  my 
own  government,  in  which  I  may  have  mentioned  the  accommodation  he 
gave  to  our  hospitals  in  the  first  year ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  ViK 
liers  may  have  copied  that  paragraph  of  my  dispatch,  and  given  it  to  him» 

To  Lieut.  Qeiu  the  Hod.  Sir  6.  L.  Cole,  K.B.  Fieneda,  19th  March,  1813. 

The  mother  of  the  lady  carried  oflF  by  —  —  of  the  —  regt,  having 
complained  to  me  of  his  conduct,  and  having  desired  my  assistance  to 
remove  her  daughter  from  the  disgraceful  situation  in  which  she  is  now 
placed,  I  consented  to  grant  it,  on  the  condition  of  a  promise  on  her  part 
that  the  daughter  should  not  be  ill  treated,  and  above  all,  should  not  be 
confined  in  a  cbnveiit. 

I  enclose  the  letter  from  the  k^,  in  which  she  makes  the  engagement 

as  above  pointed  out ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  call  upon to 

restore  the  young  lady  to  her  family.  If  he  should  decline  to  do  so  upon 
your  order,  I  beg  you  to  put  him  in  close  arrest,  and  then  to  take  mea* 
sures  to  remove  the  young  lady  from  his  power  into  that  of  her  fiunily  at 

;  as  I  cannot  adlow  any  officer  of  this  army  to  be  guilty  of  such  a 

breach  of  the  laws  of  Portugal  as  to  carry  away  a  young  lady,  and  retain 
her  in  the  cantonments  of  the  army,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  her  parents, 
and  relations. 

I  beg  you  to  return  the  enclosed  letter. 

If  you  should  find  it  neeessiffy  to  place in  close  arrest,  you: 

will  release  him  as  soon  as  the  young  lady  shall  be  with  her  relatione  at 

. ;  but  you  will  inform  — that  he  has  my  positive  orders  not 

to  cross  the  Coa. 
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A.U  C^k  G611.  DoD  F.  X.  Caitafiot.  fVeneda,  oe  19  Blan,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  voire  lettre  du  12,  et  je  yous  suis  bien  obliged  de  yos  reflec- 
tions sur  rorganieatioti  propos^te  pour  I'infanterie.  Votre  plan  eat  aCire- 
nient  le  raeilleur,  c'est  celui  des  Fran^ais,  et  celui  sur  lequel  toute  Tin- 
fanterie  du  monde  devrait  6tre  formee ;  mais  malheureusement,  il  ne  sied 
pas  aux  circonstances  du  moment,  et  je  crois  que  la  seule  chose  que  nous 
puissions  faire,  c'est  d^adopter  celui  que  j'ai  propos<^. 

Je  doute  tr^s  fort  que  vous  trouviez  convenable  de  faire  Parrangement 
que  Yous  proposez  pour  les  troupes  de  Castille  et  d'£stremadure.  £n 
tout  cas  je  yous  conseille  de  faire  un  arrangement  qui  soit  permanent  pour 
le  commandement  des  places,  et  de  cee  deux  provinces  en  Yotre  absence, 
pour  lesquelles  yous  devez  voir  par  le  d<k;ret  de  leu  Cartes  que  yous  seul 
^tes  responsable. 

II  est  certain  que  les  ressources  ne  vaudront  rien  si  on  change  le  com- 
mandement k  cbaque  instant.  J'ai  <$crit  au  gouYemement  sur  Taffaire  du 
Marques  del  Palacio  le  24  F^y.,  mais  jusqu'k  pr^ent  je  n'ai  re<pi  aucune 
response.  J'ai  ^crit  pour  en  demander  une,  encore  une  fois,  par  I'extra- 
ordinaire  qui  porte  cette  lettre.  Mais  je  yous  rep^  que  yous  6tes  re- 
sponsable pour  la  province  d'Estremadure,  et  si  vous  n'approuvez  pas  le 
Marques  del  Palacio,  vous  n'avez  qu'k  Fenvoyer  promener,  et  je  vous 
soutiendrai. 

II  est  temps  de  penser  k  faire  un  corps  de  cavalerie  pour  Tarm^e  de 
Galice  pour  la  campagne  prochaine.  Qu'est  devenu  celle  du  Comte  de 
Fiquelmont?  Je  crois  qu'elle  est  en  Estremadure  ou  en  Andalousie; 
et  il  fkudrait  la  faire  marcher  de  ce  c^t^  ci,  et  k  travers  le  Tras  os 
Montes,  x>our  rejoindre  I'armc^  k  Touverture  de  la  campagne.  R<fpondez 
moi  de  suite  U  dessus,  afin  que  je  donne  les  ordres  ndcessaires.  J*ai 
fait  un  r^ment  du  r^ment  de  lADciers  de  Don  Julian ;  et  je  compte 
faire  encore  un  r^mentde  Landers  du  n^giment  d'Almanza.  On  me 
dit  que  le  chef  est  bon,  et  qu'il  y  a  quelques  bona  soldats  qui  ne  font 
rien  k  Brozas.  Mais  il  faudrait  6ter  du  corps  de  Penne  Villemur  les 
soldats  pour  le  regiment  d'Almanza;  et  le  n^ment  d'Almanza,  ainsi 
reform^  pourrait  aussi  se  joindre  k  I'arm^e  de  la  Galice. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  la  soldo  des  gamisons  de  Badajoz  et  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo,  et  des  troupes  destines  k  servir  plus  immc^diatement  avec  notre 
arm^  il  ne  peut  y  avoir  aucune  difficult^  que  cela  passe  par  votre  entre- 
mise.  Mais  je  dois  insister  pour  que  ces  troupes  soient  de  celles  pay^ 
par  le  subside  Anglais,  puisque  notre  position  dans  le  pays  depend  si 
essentiellement  de  la  st^urit^  de  ces  points  importans  que  nous  avons 
gagncb  pour  TEspagne.  II  ne  sera  pas  difficile  d'arranger  tout  ceci  quand 
j'aurai  le  plaisir  de  vous  voir. 

To  the  Hiniater  at  War,  Gadix.  Freneda,  19tfa  March,  1813. 

Having  lately  adverted  to  the  formation  of  the  infantry,  it  has  appeared 
to  me  that  its  organization  is  very  defective,  and  that  it  might  be  mate- 
rially improved  without  any  increase  of  expense ;  and  in  some  cases  a 
saving  would  result  firom  the  change.  I  enclose  a  memorandum  contain* 
ing  my  reflections  upon  this  subject,  which  I  request  you  to  lay  before 
the  government,  upon  which  I  request  their  orders. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36S  PORTUGAI,. 

I  likewise  enclose  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  regiment  of  infantry 
formed,  as  at  present,  into  8  companies ;  and  formed  as  proposed  into  2 
battalions  of  6  companies  the  one,  and  4  the  other ;  or  into  2  battalions  of 
6  companies  each. 

MBMORAMDUM. 

The  regiments  now  consist  of  one  battalion,  having  a  Colonel,  Lieute- 
nant Colonel,  and  Major;  and  8  companies,  each  company  having  1  Cap- 
tain and  4  Subalterns,  and  an  establishment  of  150  men.  The  objection 
I  have  to  this  organization  is,  that  if  a  regiment  should  be  complete,  it 
consists  of  too  many  men  to  be  manageable,  particularly  by  officers  not 
themselves  very  well  trained  to  discipline. 

2dly ;  There  are  in  every  regiment  of  infantry,  at  present,  a  very  large 
portion  of  men,  either  from  youth  and  weakness,  or  from  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, not  fit  for  the  active  duties  of  the  field ;  and  all  these,  in  the  event 
of  the  regiment  marching  to  the  field,  would  become  a  burthen  to  the 
army.  ... 

3dly ;  There  are  duties  to  be  performed,  or  garrisons  to  be  occupied, 
in  each  of  the  districts  allotted  for  the  support  of  the  armies.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  quite  clear  to  me,  that  any  contributions  will  be  realised  without 
military  assistance.  All  these  duties  might  be  performed  by  the  men 
above  referred  to,  if  properly  organised. 

4thly;  The  regiments  as  now  formed  have  no  reserve.  A  regiment 
takes  the  field,  and  if  by  the  fatigues  of  the  service,  or  casualties  of  war, 
its  numbers  should  be  reduced,  it  must  go  bodily  to  garrison ;  whereas  by 
the  organization  which  I  propose,  it  will  always  be  possible  to  keep  it  up 
in  a  respectable  state  for  service.  It  is  besides  to  be  observed,  that  there 
are  in  every  regiment  officers  not  fit  for  active  service,  and  who  ought  to 
be  removed ;  but  for  whom  government  cannot  at  present  provide  the 
pensions  to  which  they  are  entitled.  These  officers  might  serve  in  the 
2d  battalions. 

What  I  should  propose  is,  that  each  regiment  should  consut  of  1  Colonel, 
1  Lieut  Colonel,  1  Major,  and  12  companies,  each  of  100  men,  and  1 
Captain  and  3  Subaltern  officers.  The  regiment  to  be  formed  into  2  bat- 
talions, each  battalion  of  6  companies,  and  the  Colonel  and  Lieut.  Colonel, 
or  Colonel  and  Major,  to  be  with  the  1st  battalion ;  the  Lieut  Colonel  or 
Major,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  the  2d  battalion.  In  case  the  regiment 
should  not  consist  of  1200  men  complete,  it  should  have  only  10  compa- 
nies ;  of  which  6  in  the  1st,  and  4  in  the  2d  battalion. 

The  regiment  would  thus  become  much  more  manageable  in  manoeuvre. 
If  the  Commander  of  the  army  should  have  any  occasion  to  leave  any 
troops  in  his  district,  he  would  have  the  facility  of  leaving  the  least  dis- 
ciplined and  weakly  men  of  the  regiment  under  his  command,  who  would 
be  in  a  state  of  organization  to  perform  some  service.  The  2d  battalion 
of  a  regiment  left  behind  in  cantonments  would  be  a  reserve  for  the  1st, 
and  would  furnish  it  with  trained  recruits  to  keep  up  its  numbers,  for 
which  services  the  officers  not  fit  for  active  service  in  the  field  must  be 
deemed  equal,  if  they  are  fit  for  any  thing. 

The  2  battalions  of  the  same  regiment  should  always  belong  to  the- 
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same  atrray ;  and  it  would,  of  coarse,  rest  with  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  army,  whether  he  would  or  not  take  both  into  the  field :  if  he 
should  do  so,  they  would  of  course  act  together  in  the  same  brigade  under 
the  command  of  the  Colonel,  but  in  separate  battalions.  Generally  speak- 
ing, however,  I  would  recommend  leaving  the  2d  battalion  in  canton- 
ments, and  having  the  1st  battalion  only  in  the  field. 

To  Hia  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  19th  Mtfrch,  1813. 

I  return  some  of  the  papers  on  the  payment  of  the  Portuguese  army, 
which  I  acknowledge  I  cannot  comprehend.  I  am  only  quite  certain  of 
the  fact,  that  although  the  subsidy  is  regularly  paid,  the  troops  in  opera- 
tion are  not  paid  even  to  the  day  to  which  ours  are.  I  am  certain  that 
there  are  means  in  the  country  of  paying  up  all  the  arrears,  but  there 
must  be  a  thorough  reform  in  the  mode  of  doing  business  at  the  ^rario^ 
and  the  collectors  must  not  be  allowed  to  retain  balances  in  their  hands. 

I  send  you  a  Court  Martial  this  day,  which  will  show  you  how  little 
ground  there  was  for  the  complaint  of  the  magistrate  of  Mon  forte  against 
the  Serjeant  of  the  —  light  dragoons.  I  believe  that  these  magistrates 
frequently  complain  when  there  is  but  very  little  cause ;  and  that  they  are 
much  disappointed  when  any  attention  is  paid  to  their  complaints.  I  am 
afraid,  likewise,  that  they  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  setting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country  against  the  soldiers.  You  see  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  Court  Martial,  how  desirous  the  inhabitants  were  to  accommodate 
the  soldiers  in  their  houses,  particularly  those  with  whom,  or  whose  regi- 
ment, they  were  acquainted. 

I  have  invariably  found  their  conduct  the  same ;  and  although  I  am 
afraid  the  soldiers  don't  repay  this  kindness  in  all  instances  as  it  ought 
to  be  repaid,  the  cause  of  complaint  is  not  always  so  glaring  as  it  is  repre- 
sented by  the  magistrate ;  and  a  little  moderation  on  his  part  would,  in 
almost  every  instance,  put  an  end  to  any  disagreeable  feeling  which  might 
exist. 

To  Hu  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  19th  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  on  the  trial  of 

Serjeant ,  of  the  —  regt  of  light  dragoons,  complained  of  by  the 

Portuguese  government  for  improper  conduct  at  Monforte. 

I  beg  that  the  Court  Martial  may  be  laid  before  them,  in  order  that  they 
may  see  the  degree  of  ground  there  was  for  the  complaint ;  and  how  far  the 
Juiz  de  Fora  was  justified,  according  to  the  Portuguese  law,  in  refusing 
to  give  evidence  to  the  Court  Martial,  and  in  treating  them  as  he  did. 

I  beg  that  these  proceedings  may  be  returned  to  me. 

To  H.  S.  H.  the  President  of  the  Regency  in  Spain.*  Freneda,  19th  March,  1813. 

On  the  15th  Feb.  last  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  late  President  of  the 
Regency,  in  which  I  informed  him  that  a  gentleman  had  passed  through 
here  on  his  way  to  England,  conveying  to  His  Majesty's  government  an 
offer  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  of  the  service  of 
a  body  of  Russian  troops  in  the  Peninsula  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain ; 
*  The  Cardinal  de  Borbon. 
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and  I  enclosed  to  the  President  a  translated  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  See. 
of  State,  Lord  Bathurst,  on  that  subject 

I  have  now  to  inform  your  Highness  that  I  haye  received  a  letter  this 
day  from  Lord  Bathurst,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th  Feb.,  in  which 
he  informs  me,  that  upon  communication  with  Count  Lieven,  His  Russian 
Majesty's  Ambassador  in  London,  he  finds  either  that  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the 
gentleman  who  communicated  the  intelligence  to  me,  misunderstood  Adm. 
Greig,  His  Imperial  Majesty's  agent,  with  whom  he  communicated  in 
the  Mediterranean,  or  that  Adm.  Greig  misunderstood  his  instructions, 
as  His  Imperial  Majesty  never  intended  to  offer  the  services  of  his  troops 
in  the  Peninsula,  and  has  at  present  no  corps  disposable  for  that  service. 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  conveying  this  information  to  your 
Highness. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  R  Welladey,  K.B.  Freneda,  19th  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lord  Bathurst,  one  with  enclosure  from 
Sir  C.  Stuart,  and  one  from  Mr.  Mackenzie,  regarding  the  offer  conveyed 
by  the  latter  of  the  service  of  Russian  troops  in  the  Peninsula ;  from 
which  you  will  observe  either  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  misunderstood  Adm. 
Greig,  or  that  Adm.  Greig  exceeded  his  instructions. 

I  enclose  you  likewise  the  draft  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  the 
President  of  the  Regency  on  this  subject.  Gen.  Murray  brought  me  the 
letters  from  Lord  Bathurst  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  left  London  on  the 
1th.  He  says  that  Count  Lieven^  being  a  friend  of  Greig,  had  expressed 
great  anxiety  that  no  circumstance  regarding  this  transaction  should 
reach  the  Emperor's  ears,  as  he  is  quite  convinced  that  Greig  misunder- 
stood his  powers  when  he  made  the  offer  of  the  Russian  troops  to  serve  in 
Italy,  and  that  it  was  positively  never  the  Emperor's  intention  that  they 
should  be  offered  for  Spain. 

I  have  no  objection,  if  you  should  think  it  proper,  to  your  showing  all 
these  letters  to  Senor  Labrador,  and  to  your  stating  to  him  that  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  transaction  should  not  reach  the  Emperor  by  any  diplo- 
matic correspondence  from  Cadiz.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  from  what  I 
see  has  passed  on  that  subject  in  the  Cortes,  that  the  Spanish  government 
will  not  be  desirous  of  entering  on  the  subject  with  Russia. 

You  will  see  from  my  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst  of  the  14th  Feb.,  that  I 
was  not  quite  certain  of  Greig's  authority,  or  of  the  power  of  tiie  Em- 
peror to  carry  into  execution  the  offer,  supposing  it  had  ever  been  made. 
But  supposing  Greig  to  have  been  authorised,  and  that  the  Emperor 
could  carry  his  scheme  into  execution,  I  wished  not  to  lose  the  services 
of  these  troops  in  the  Peninsula  in  the  next  campaign  by  the  delays  of  la 
marehe  des  affaires  in  the  English  cabinet,  and  at  Cadiz. 

I  knew  that  those  in  the  former,  who  are  ready  to  oppose  every  thing, 
would  say,  *  don't  accept  this  offer,  or  take  any  measure  to  realise  its 
benefit,  till  you  shall  be  sure  that  the  powers  of  the  Peninsula  will  con- 
sent to  receive  the  troops  ;*  and  that  in  (he  latter  there  would  be  the  usual 
delays,  and  I  thought  it  as  well  that  the  whole  subject  should  proceed 
paripa$su. 

I  don't  conceive  that  the  discussion  in  the  Cortes  has  done  us  any  harm ; 
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and  at  all  events  our  conduct  in  this  instance  affords  another  strong  proof  of 
our  fair  and  open  dealings,  and  of  our  respect  and  deference  for  the  inde- 
pendence and  feelings  of  our  allies. 


Tb  the  Rt  Bm.  Sa  IL  Welkdej,  K.B.  Fraieda,  I9th  March,  1813. 

I  have  much  reason  to  complain  of  the  Spanish  government  in  all  their 
transactions  with  me,  and  I  enclose  you  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to 
the  Minister  at  War  referring  to  others  of  which  the  dates  are  in  the 
margin,  which  I  wish  you  would  see,  in  order  to  learn  the  exact  nature  of 
the  cause  I  have  to  complain  of  them. 

I  wish,  likewise,  that  you  would  see  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  or  who- 
ever is  really  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  represent  to  him  how  desirous  I 
am  of  carrying  on  the  service  of  the  army  in  the  manner  that  shall  be 
most  honorable,  advantageous,  and  agreeable  to  the  government ;  but  that 
the  engagements  with  me  must  be  strictly  carried  into  execution,  if  it  be 
wished  that  I  should  retain  the  command.  If  that  is  not  wished,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  hint  a  desire  that  I  should  resign ;  or  what  is  tanta- 
mount, to  fail  to  perform  the  engagements  entered  into  with  me,  and  I 
will  resign  with  much  more  pleasure  than  I  ever  accepted  the  command. 

To  Jolin  Bell,  Etq.,  Lisbon.  Freneda,  I9th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th. 

I  beg  that  you  will  ascertain  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  the  govern- 
ment for  income  tax,  or  any  other  demand  on  my  pension  up  to  the  13th 
Nov.  1812;  that  you  will  pay  the  amount  out  of  the  sum  now  in  your 
hands,  and  that  you  will  pay  the  remainder  into  the  military  chest  as  a 
voluntary  gift  on  my  part 

To  M4oit  G«D.  BaroD  Bock.  Freneda,  20th  March,  1813. 

I  return  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which  you 

are  President,  on  .the  trial  of  seijeant ,  to  have  the  names  of  the 

members,  Ac,  inserted  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  oh  the 
trial. 

I  likewise  return  the  proceedings  on  the  trials  of  Hospital  mates , 

— — ^,  and ,  for  the  same  reason ;  and  in  order  that  the  Court  may 

revise  their  sentence. 

These  three  gentlemen  were  charged  with  a  drunken  riot  at  Coimbra, 
of  the  existence  of  which  there  is  undoubted  evidence  on  the  face  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  yet,  because  none  of  the  facts  charged  are  proved  against  one 
of  the  tluree,  the  Court  have  thought  proper  honorably  to  acquit  him !  I 
should  wish  the  Court  to  consider  whether  it  is  possible  that  there  can  be 
any  honor  in  the  conduct  of  any  man  in  a  riot  by  a  drunken  party  of 
which  he  is  one.  His  conduct  may  have  been  an  exception  to  that  of 
Others,  but  it  is  quite  impossible  that  it  should  be  honorable. 

In  regard  to  the  sentence  upon  the  other  gentlemen :  1st;  In  respect 
to  their  guilt,  there  remains  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  they  were 
guilty  of  all  the  facts  charged  in  both  the  charges,  according  to  the 
iiHiUrn  at  recorded ;  but  upon  this  point  the  General  Court  Martial  who 
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heard  the  evidence  must  be  more  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  than  I 
can  be. 

2dl7 ;  In  respect  to  the  punishment,  I  have  to  observe,  that  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  from  reprimanding 
gentlemen  guilty  of  such  unbecoming  conduct  without  the  aid  of  the 
sentence  of  a  General  Court  Martial ;  and  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
example  of  such  a  reprimand  is  not  likely  to  deter  others  from  the  con* 
duct  of  which  these  gentlemen  have  been  found  guilty,  nor  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  troubling  a  General  Court  Martial  again. 

3dly ;  To  put  an  Hospital  mate  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  Hospital 
mates  in  the  Peninsula  is  no  punishment  whatever.  These  gentlemen,  as 
far  as  I  know,  assume  no  command  over  each  other,  nor  do  they  rise  by 
seniority ;  and  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  body  who  will  read  this  sen- 
tence, that  the  object  of  the  General  Court  Martial  was  to  discover  a  new 
description  of  punishment  for  these  offences,  which,  in  fact,  is  no  punish- 
ment at  all,  and  cannot  have  the  effect  intended  to  be  produced  by  bringing 
a  case  of  this  description  to  trial,  viz.,  to  prevent  others  by  example  from 
committing  a  similar  offence. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Court  Martial,  therefore,  to  pass  such  a 
sentence  upon  these  gentlemen  as  will  convince  them  and  others  that  they 
must  conduct  themselves  with  propriety,  or  that  they  will  suffer  serious 
inconvenience  for  their  conduct 

At  all  events,  whether  the  Court  alter  the  nature  of  their  sentence  or 
not,  it  LB  absolutely  necessary  they  should  so  far  alter  it  as  to  omit  the 
word  severely  previously  to  reprimanded. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  30th  Marcb,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th. 

I  did  not  intend  to  charge  the  Marquez  de  Borba  with  any  improper 
conduct  in  mine  of  the  11th,  but  only  with  concealment  of  the  operations 
of  the  jSrariOj  which  in  my  opinion  is  very  prejudicial  to  the  service  of 
the  Prince. 

As  far  as  I  can  understand  the  returns  transmitted  to  me,  which  I  enclose, 
it  appears  that  the  ^rario  does  receive  regular  returns  of  the  state  of  the 
balances  in  the  hands  of  the  several  collectors  of  the  revenue ;  but  these 
returns  afford  but  a  very  inaccurate  notion  of  the  state  of  the  balances  in 
their  hands  at  any  particular  time,  because  they  are  not  made  sufficiently 
often.  For  instance,  the  collector  at  Braganza  sends  his  return  on  the  1st 
of  the  month  of  the  balance  on  that  day.  A  week  will  elapse  before  the 
JErario  can  receive  it ;  and  even  if  the  order  for  the  disposal  of  it  be 
issued  immediately,  another  week  will  elapse  before  it  can  be  received  by 
the  collector.  In  the  mean  time  he  will  have  accumulated  in  his  hands 
the  balances  collected  in  a  month,  from  which  he  can  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay  only  those  collected  in  a  fortnight.  In  England  the  collectors 
in  the  country  return  their  balances,  and,  if  they  can  get  Bank  of  England 
notes,  pay  them  in  by  the  post  of  every  night ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  ^e 
collectors  in  Portugal  should  be  made  to  return  their  balances  by  every 
post,  and  then  it  is  obvious  that  by  the  JErario  attending  to  send  orders  to 
pay  them  to  the  army  treasurer  by  the  return  of  post,  the  iwost  distant  of 
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tkem' could  have  in  their  hands  only  the  balances  collected  in  10  days,  sup- 
posing the  communication  by  post  to  be  twice  a  week,  and  the  length  of 
each  communication  to  be  7  days. 

I  see  on  the  £&ce  of  these  returns  an  account  of  balance  sufficient  to  pay 
the  anny  for  at  least  half  a  month ;  and  as  allowance  may  fairly  be  made 
for  an  accumulation  of  as  much  more  balance  in  the  hands  of  each 
collector  from  the  date  of  the  last  return,  it  may  fairly  be  stated  that  the 
collectors  have  at  this  moment  in  their  hands  a  sufficiency  to  pay  the 
army  for  a  month. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Boofke.  Freneda,  31>t  Bfareb,  1813. 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  which  I  wrote  on  the  2d  inst.  to  Adm.  Martin,  and 
his  answer  of  the  6th,  in  regard  to  certain  transports  sent  from  Lisbon  to 
Coruna  with  stores,  and  their  disposal  afterwards. 

It  is  intended  to  send  to  Catalonia  the  regiments  of  Pantevedra  and  El 
Principe;  and  Gen.  Salvador,  who  is  charged  with  all  the  arrangements 
respecting  the  embarkation  of  these  regiments,  has  been  directed  to  com- 
municate with  you  upon  them ;  and  I  request  you  to  put  him  in  communi- 
cation with  the  officer  in  charge  of  these  transports,  and  to  facilitate  by 
every  means  in  your  power  the  early  embarkation  of  the  troops. 

When  the  troops  shall  be  on  board,  you  will  request  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  fleet  of  transports  to  take  them  round  to  Minorca.  He  will  from 
thence  communicate  with  the  officer  commanding  His  Majesty's  ships  on 
the  coast  of  Catalonia;  and,  in  concert  with  the  Commanding  officer  of 
the  troops,  who  is  directed  to  communicate  with  the  Spanish  General  officer 
commanding  in  that  province,  he  will  ascertain  and  fix  upon  the  most 
convenient  situation  for  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops. 

The  place  fixed  upon  will  probably  be  Villa  Nueva;  but  that  must  de- 
pend upon  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  province  at  the  time,  of  which  I  can 
form  no  judgment  at  this  moment;  and  I  only  request  that  the  officer  in 
charge  of  these  transports  will  not  hurry  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops 
before  the  officers  on  shore  shall  be  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  to  secure 
their  junction  with  the  other  troops  in  Catalonia. 

The  Spanish  troops  in  the  transports  are  to  be  victualled  in  the  same 
manner  with  those  of  His  Majesty. 

To  Lofd  Bldon,  the  Lofd  High  Chancellor.  Freneda,  31ft  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letters  of  the  5th  Dec. 
and  5th  Feb.  last,  in  which  your  Lordship  enclosed  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  expressing  the  approbation  of  their  Lordships  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  General  officers,  officers,  and  troops  under  my  command,  in  the 
service  of  Portugal,  as  well  as  in  His  Majesty's  service,  during  the  late 
campaign  in  the  Peninsula;  but  more  particularly  in  Uie  battle  of  Sala- 
manca. 

I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  communicating  to  those  concerned,  this 
honorable  testimony  of  their  good  conduct,  and  reward  of  their  services ; 
and  I  request  your  Lordship  to  convey  to  the  House  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  favor  with  which  they  have  viewed  my  conduct,  and  the 
high  honor  which  they  have  conferred  upon  me  by  their  approbation. 
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I  likewise  request  your  Lordship  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  handsome 
terms  in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  me  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Lords* 
[A  letter  in  limilar  terms  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Houae  c/t  Commov.] 

To  tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Fint  Lonl  of  the  Treaiury.  Fitiied%  31et  Bittch,  1813. 

I  omitted  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  to  tell  you  that  I  should  of  course 
resign  the  Order  of  the  Bath ;  and  when  I  shall  receive  the  Order  of  the 
Garter,  I  shall  give  directions  that  the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath 
may  he  disposed  of  as  the  statutes  of  the  Order  direct 

To  Earl  Bathont  Freneda,  3Iet  March,  1813. 

Gen.  Murray  arrived  here  on  Thursday  with  your  letters  of  the  6th* 
You  will  have  ohserved  from  mine  of  the  14th  Feh.,  that  I  was  not  quite 
certain  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's  authority  and  that  I  concurred  entirely  in  the 
opinion  which  you  communicated  to  Gen.  Murray  that  it  would  he  hest 
that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  should  make  his  efforts  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
and  we  ours  in  the  south.  I  thought  it,  however,  not  impossible,  as  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  disposable 
troops  which  he  might  think  he  had  not  the  means  of  employing  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  and  he  might  have  been  disposed  to  send  them  here. 
Tlie  object  of  my  letter  was  to  apprise  your  Lordship  of  my  opinion  of 
the  advantages  whi<^  the  cause  would  derive  from  such  employment  of 
such  a  disposable  force  of  Russians ;  and  I  adopted  the  measures  which  I 
did  adopt  in  regard  to  the  allied  governments,  in  order  that  there  might  be 
no  unnecessary  deiay,  and  that  if  we  were  to  have  the  troops  we  mi^t 
have  them  in  time  to  be  of  some  use. 

In  regard  to  the  German  troops,  adverted  to  in  the  communications  to 
Sir  J.  Hope,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  them,  and  I  should  prefer 
spending  the  money  they  would  cost  on  as  many  Spaniards. 

I  have  considered  the  paper  sent  to  me  by  desire  of  Count  Mtlnster,  and 
I  acknowledge  that  from  all  I  have  heturd  and  read  of  the  schemes  of  insur- 
rections in  Italy,  I  don't  conceive  there  is  the  slightest  foundation  on  which 
any  rational  man  would  venture  to  embark  a  single  soldier. 

From  what  I  know  of  the  French  system  of  government,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  of  its  being  very  oppressive ;  and  that  all  thinking  men  in  any 
country  in  which  it  is  established  must  be  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  it. 
But  the  question  amongst  these  must  always  be,  in  what  manner,  and  at 
the  expense  of  what  exertions ;  and  there  are  many,  probably  the  majority 
of  this  class,  who  would  prefer  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents  to  in- 
volving themselves  and  tiieir  country  in  the  dangers  and  losses  of  a  general 
insurrection ;  and  by  far  the  greater  majority  of  the  people  in  those  coun- 
tries, particularly  those  in  easy  circumstances,  would  prefer  to  pass  their 
lives  quietly  under  any  system  of  government,  however  oppressive,  to 
making  any  sacrifices,  or  any  exertions,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  believe 
this  to  be  Uie  case  in  Italy ;  and  I  have  not  seen  any  proof  of  the  existence 
of  a  general  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  French  government ;  nor  have  I  ever 
been  able  to  learn  the  names  of  any  principal  men,  or  ever  to  discover  that 
in  any  particular  town  there  existed  men  of  talents  and  influence  who  had 
any  Uiing  to  say  to  this  supposed  insurrection.     J  cannot,  therefore,  think 
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that  it  would  be  desirable,  or  that  fought,  to  send  from  Spain  the  Sicilian 
corps,  with  a  view  to  such  a  scheme  of  operations. 

The  question  of  insurrection  in  any  country  must  always  be  one  of 
great  doubt;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  if  such  a  measure  should  be 
adopted  by  any  country,  at  any  time,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  by  Germany 
at  present.  It  appears  that  the  people  cannot  be  in  a  worse  situation  than 
they  are ;  their  enemy  is  humbled,  and  there  is  a  formidable  and  victo- 
rious army  on  the  frontier  ready  to  give  support  to  their  efforts.  But 
tiiose  who  are  about  to  involve  Uieir  country  in  these  troubles,  must  not 
imagine  that  their  task  is  an  easy  one,  or  that  ^e  contest,  or  its  evils, 
will  be  of  short  duration.  They  little  know  the  character  of  their  enemy, 
and  have  studied  his  conduct  but  little,  if  they  don't  expect  a  most 
vigorous  contest,  if  once  they  draw  the  sword  and  are  not  prepared,  as 
he  is,  to  endure  every  thing,  and  to  go  to  all  extremities  to  attain  their 
object. 

Ihe  A.Q.  to  Lma.  Qm.  Sir  G.  L,  Coh,  KS^  Aih  dimtkm,  Sltt  March,  1813. 

Referring  to  a  memorandum  which  has  been  addressed  to  you  by  the  Q.  M.  G. 
regarding  uie  repairs  intended  to  be  made  in  the  village  of  Escalhfto,  with  a  view 
to  the  establishment  of  a  general  hospital  there,  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  Lieut.  Stanley, 
of  the  Royal  Staff  corps,  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  work,  to  be  fur- 
nished with  such  assistance  in  workmen  and  parties  of  fatigue  as  he  may  require ; 
and  that  you  will  cause  sufficient  guards  to  be  posted  in  the  village  to  protect  the 
work  whilst  in  progress,  and  afterwards  to  take  charge  of  the  houses  which  shall 
be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  until  taken  charge  of  by  the  Medical 
department 

An  Cap.  6611.  Don  F.  X.  Castafios.  Freueda,  ce  M  Mars,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  17  Mars.  Rt^istez  aux  en^/ios*^  non  settle- 
ment du  Duque  del  Infantado  et  de  Mosquera,  mais  de  tout  le  monde ;  et 
nommez  ceux  que  vous  croyez  pouvoir  le  mieux  servir  la  patrie,  et  je 
vous  soutiendrai  en  tout 

Je  n'entends  rien  k  ce  qu'on  a  fait  k  Cadiz,  et  je  ne  sais  pas  ce  qu'on 
y  fera.  £n  attendant,  il  faut  que  nous  fassions  nos  arrangemens  bientOt 
jpour  I'ouverture  de  la  campagne ;  et  il  serait  fort  k  dcfsirer,  si  le  G^n^ral 
Giron  doit  commander  I'armt^  de  la  Gralice,  qu'il  y  passe  sans  perte  de 
tems.  Je  vous  ai  d^^k  (ksrit  sur  la  marche  de  la  cavalerie  du  Comte  de 
Fiquelmont  de  ce  e6t6  ]k,  J'ai  iknt  au  gouvemement  sur  les  finances, 
oii  je  vols  bien  que  nous  manquerons.  J'attends  les  dt^tails  que  j'ai  de- 
mand^ aux  officiers  commandans  des  arm^  pour  faire  mettre  cette  partie 
sous  les  yeux  de  *  las  Cortes.* 

Par  un  rapport  que  j'ai  re^u  de  la  Galice,  je  vois  que  la  troupe  la  n'a 
pas  re^u  de  soldo  de  longtemps. 

Ne  serait  il  pas  bon  d'envoyer  un  ordre  pour  la  disposition  de  Targent 
qui  reste  k  vos  ordres  dans  les  mains  du  Colonel  Bourke  ?  J'ai  fait  dire 
qu'on  prit  sur  cet  argent  pour  payer  un  mois  de  soldo  aux  n^mens  de 
Pontevedra  et  del  Principe ;  et  je  le  ferai  remplacer. 

Je  tllcherai  aussi  de  faire  passer  encore  de  I'argent  en  Galice  pour  cette 

*  Empeiio,  In  general  this  word  means  the  demand  of  a  promise  to  grant  a  request, 
without  knowing  what  it  is. 
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armtSe.  lis  ont  tout  pour  leur  (kjuipement  Eovoyez  moi  un  rapport 
officiel  8ur  IVtat  de  yos  finances  aussit^t  que  yous  pourrez. 

Tht  A.Q,  to  Majvr  •—^~,  —  Ugkt  dragooiu,  2d  dhimm  eaoakj.  32d  Ifareb,  1818. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  your  letter  to  me  of  the  17th  inst,  I  have  been  instructed  to  signify  to 
you  in  answer  that  it  is  always  very  unpleasant  to  his  Lordship  to  order  officers  in 
arrest,  and  that  he  does  so  only  in  cases  which,  in  his  judgment,  render  it  necessary 
for  the  public  service ;  that  his  Lordship  is  much  concerned  when  a  necessity 
exists  for  keeping  officers  in  arrest,  but  the  military  law  must  be  blamed  for  thtt 
evil,  and  not  him,  who  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  have  it  altered ;  that 
you  must  see  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  com- 
mand the  attendance  of  Lieut.  Col. and  of  the on  your  trial,  two 

witnesses  called  for  by  yourself,  and  declared  to  be  absolutely  necevary  for  your 
defence ;  tliat  having  placed  you  in  arrest  on  a  complaint  from  a  Portuguese  ma* 
gistrate,  which  in  another  case  appears  to  have  been  exaggerated,  his  Ixirdship  is 
anxious  to  bring  you  to  trial,  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  sen- 
tence of  a  General  Court  Martial  on  your  case ;  and  that  you  can  be  brought  to  trial 
only  in  this  country,  the  orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  positively  forbidding 
that  officers  should  be  sent  home  with  chargos  undecided  upon  hanging  over  them. 
That  under  these  circumstances  it  rests  with  vou  to  decide  whether  yuu  wiU  stand 

your  trial  forthwith  without  the  benefit  of  the  evidence  of  Lieut.  Col. and 

,  or  wait  the  indefinite  period  at  which  it  will  be  possible  to  procure 

their  testimony ;  or,  should  you  prefer  it,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  no 
objection  to  release  you  from  arrest. 

'  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  communication,  which  is  conveyed  in  the  precise  terms 
made  use  of  by  tlie  Commander  of  tlie  Forces,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  as  from  my- 
self, in  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  states  that  you  have  not  received 
any  communication  that  can  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  respecting  the  time 
that  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col. and in  this  country  may  be  ex- 
pected, that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  you  with  any  information  which 
could  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  probable  time  of  the  arrival  of  these 
officers  in  this  country.  Your  request  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  their  testimony 
was  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  it  was  for  His  Royid 
Highness  to  decide  whether  any  or  what  steps  should  be  taken  thereupon. 

To  Major  Gen.  Houstoun.  Freneda,  23d  March,  1813. 

I  received,  by  the  last  post,  your  letter  of  the  10th  Feb.  I  was  much 
concerned  when  you  left  us  in  the  year  1811,  and  should  have  been  happy 
if  you  could  have  remained  with  us.  I  am  yery  sorry,  however,  that 
there  is  now  no  yacancy  for  you  to  fill ;  indeed  we  haye  more  General 
officers  than  I  know  how  to  dispose  of. 

Au  Miniftre  de  la  Guerre,  Cadis.  Freoeda,  ce  28  Man,  1818. 

J*ai  rhonneur  de  yous  envoyer  I'extrait  d'une  lettre  re^ue  du  Chef 
d'Etat  Major  de  I'Arrot^e  de  la  Galice,  et  Textrait  d'un  rapport  du  Chef 
d'Etat  Major  de  la  4"'  armc^,  par  lesquels  yotre  Excellence  yerra  IVtat 
des  troupes  en  Galice  et  Estremadure,  et  leurs  souffrances,  faute  de  sub- 
sistances  et  de  solde. 

J 'en  ai  re^u  de  pareilles  des  Gt^n^raux  de  toutes  les  armcSes,  mais  non- 
officielles ;  et  pour  cette  raison  je  ne  peux  pas  les  mettre  sous  les  yeux  du 
gouyemement 

Le  gouyemement  peut  s'assurer  que,  si  on  ne  prend  pas  des  mesures 
efficaces  pour  rt^liser  les  reyenus  de  I'c^tat,  et  pour  les  appliquer  aux 
dispenses  de  IVtat,  le  terns  qu*on  a  pass<^  et  les  peines  qu'on  s'est  donn<$ 
pour  rassembler  des  troupes,  et  pour  les  discipliner,  seront  perdus.     Ni 
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la  discipline  ne  peut  se  perfectionner,  ni  les  troupes  rendront  elles  aucun 
service,  si  elles  ne  sont  ni  payt^es  ni  nourrics ;  et  le  r^ultat  de  I'effort 
qu'on  a  fait  pour  lever  une  armc^e  sera  qu'on  aura  rendu  malheureux 
beaucoup  de  monde,  en  les  arrachant  k  leur  families,  sans  que  la  cause 
en  retire  aucun  avantage. 

Comme  je  vous  Pai  dit  dc^k,  je  ne  suis  pas  en  ^tat  encore  de  vous  faire 
un  rapport  officiel  sur  cette  partie  du  service ;  mais  on  m'^rit  de  partout 
qu'il  n'y  a  pas  assez  d'activit^  dans  I'intendance  des  provinces.  Puisqu'il 
y  a  quatre  ans  que  Tennemi  s'est  retired  de  la  Galice,  et  qu'on  y  a  fait 
toujours  depuis  un  commerce  tr^  ^tendu  et  lucratif  en  bestiauz ;  et  qu'il 
y  a  un  an  que  Tennemi  n'a  pas  ^tendu  ses  courses  en  Estremadure,  il 
parattrait  qu'il  y  a  quelque  cause  pour  cette  imputation,  si  neuf-dixi^mes 
des  revenus  de  ces  provinces  ne  sont  pas  capables  de  donner  m6me  la 
solde  d'un  mois  aux  troupes  qui  y  sont  (Stabiles.  Je  suis  tenU^  de  croire 
aussi  que  le  syst^me  de  contribution  directe,  <$tabli  par  la  loi,  est  trqp 
compliqutS  pour  le  moment. 

En  tout  cas  le  sujet  est  d'une  telle  importance  k  la  nation  Espagnole 
que  je  crois  de  mon  devoir  d'y  attirer  Tattention  du  gouvemement  k  la 
premiere  occasion  qui  sera  en  mon  pouvoir ;  et  je  r^p^terai  mes  observa- 
tions aussitdt  que  je  pourrai  vous  envoyer  des  rapports  officiels. 

TV  ji,0.  to  Major  — — ^  ~  light  dragwnu.  23d  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  laving  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 
letter  of  the  17th  inst,  and  I  have  been  directed  to  assure  you  that  it  was  by 
no  means  the  wish  or  intention  of  his  Lordship  to  adopt  any  harsh  measure 
towards  you  regarding  the  complaint  preferred  against  you  by  the  Juiz  de  Fora 
of  Fund&o. 

Tk§  A,0,tQ  M^wr  Otn.  Hun,  E,  M,  Paktnhamy  6tk  dlfmnoM,  and  Mejor  Qtn.  fft^,  5tk 
dwitkm.  33d  March,  1813. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  ult.  I  anpdsed  you  that  his  Excellency  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  had  received  a  complaint  from  certain  inhabitants  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
of  the  extent  of  damage  done  to  their  gardens  by  the  troops  of  the  5th  and  6th 
divisions  encamped  near  there  at  the  period  of  me  retreat  of  the  army  in  the 
month  of  November  last  Ibe  facts  substantiatinff  the  extent  of  the  damage,  its 
value  in  money,  and  the  period  at  which  it  was  done,  have  been  brought  under 
the  view  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  by  the  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  and  there  remains  no  doubt  whatever  upon  these  facts.  The  Commander 
of  the  Farces  feels  no  disposition  to  blame  what  occurred  on  this  occasion,  excepting 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  done.  It  may  have  been  desurable  and  even  necessary  that 
the  fddiers  should  have  the  vesetables  out  of  these  gardens,  but  the  orders  and 
practice  of  the  army  point  out  Uie  mode  in  which  they  ought  to  have  been  taken. 
Regular  rooting  parties  should  have  been  formed,  and  an  arrangement  should 
have  been  made  for  ascertaining  the  quantity  and  value  of  what  was  taken  by  each 
party,  and  for  giving  compensation  to  the  owner.  If  this  had  been  done,  each 
individual  would  have  paici  exacUy  for  what  was  received ;  as  it  was  not  done,  it  is 
necessary  to  adopt  a  scale  by  which  each  individual  present  with  the  divisions  on 
the  21st  Nov.  will  pay  tiie  value  of  the  damage  done  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
gardens  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  his  pay.  I  have  now  the  honor  of  inform- 
ug  you  that  I  have  been  directed  to  commumcate  to  the  Dep.  Paymaster  General 
the  orders  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  deduct  from  the  amount  of  the 
estimates  for  the  month  of  November  last  of  the  several  British  corps  concerned, 
the  sums  charged  against  them  respectively  ^in  a  statement  which  has  been  made 
out  by  his  Lordship's  command),  as  far  as  Uiis  may  be  found  practicable.  The 
value  of  the  loss  sustained  is  taken  from  an  estimate  certified  by  the  civil  autiio- 
rities  of  the  district  in  which  the  damage  occurred ;  and  the  amount  to  be  contri* 
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1  hf  Mch  eoqM  ief^M(iT«lT  k  proporlkmed  to  ite  Biimbcn  in  offieen  and  bmb 
at,  m  ihej  appear  in  the  dafly  statee  of  the  5th  and  6th  diirinont  of  ^  21tt 
*^ov.  Utft  But  as  caanaltHwi  to  a  conaiderable  extent  have  ocanred  in  the  two 
divisions  subsequent  to  that  period,  in  conseqoenoe  of  die  formation  of  some  of 
the  corps  into  pnyfiiiiaaal  battalions,  tiie  departure  of  others  from  the  eoontnr,  &c^ 
it  will  be  found  impraetieahle  to  recorer  the  full  amount  ci  the  sums  oiarged 
against  each  corps  in  die  statement  above  alluded  to.  It  will  be  necessary  there* 
fore  to  recur  to  the  scale  of  charges  in  the  statement  Ibr  individuals  of  eadi  xanlt, 
from  the  field  officer  to  die  R.  rad  F.,  and  to  make  the  deduction  from  die  ac- 
count of  each  officer  and  aiddier  induded  under  die  head  of  'present'  in  the  dafly 
state  of  the  21st  Nov.,  with  the  exception  of  the  officers  and  men  who  hare  been 
settled  wiUi  and  are  gone  to  England)  belonging  to  corps  whidi  hare  been  formed 
into  provisional  battiuionsy  or  sent  home ;  for  it  is  obvious,  in  regard  to  those 
officers  and  men,  that  it  would  be  difficult  in  most  cases,  and  impossiUe  in  some, 
to  recover  from  diem  what  they  ought  jusdy  to  contribute  under  tkis  arrangement 
I  have  likewiBe  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  cause  a  deduc- 
tion to  be  made  in  like  manner  from  the  estimates  of  pay  for  the  month  of  No- 
vember last  of  the  Portuguese  corps  attached  to  the  5di  and  6di  divisions.  I 
request  diat  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  die  contents  of  this  letter  to  be  commo- 
uicated  to  the  several  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  corps  in  Uie  5th  and 
6th  divisions,  in  order  that  they  may  issue  the  necessary  instructions  to  their  re- 
spective paymasters  towards  carrying  the  intentions  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  into  effect  A  copv  of  the  statement  of  charges,  as  fiur  as  it  affects  the 
several  corps  composing  the  5th  and  6th  divisions,  is  herewidi  transmitted  for 
your  information. 

Tkt  J.Q.  to  S,  Hmdmr,  Etq^  D$ptdy  Po^mtuttr  GmtraL  33d  Kaich,  1813. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  by  ordor  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces,  a  statement  of  the  charees  to  be  made  against  the  several  British 
corps  therein  named,  on  account  of  the  damage  done  b^  the  soldiers  of  the  5th 
and  6di  divisions  to  the  property  of  certain  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  on  the  21st  Nov.  last  The  charges  against  eacn  corps  have 
been  calculated  m>on  a  sca)e  which  has  been  established  for  each  rank,  firom  the 
field  officer  to  the  R.  and  F.,  in  reference  to  the  total  amoimt  to  be  charged 
against  the  two  divisions,  and  the  numbers  of  each  rank  for  which  the  charge  is 
made  are  taken  from  the  daily  states  of  the  divisions  of  the  21  st  Nov.  last  The 
Commander  of  the  Forces  lias  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  cause  to  be 
deducted  from  die  amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  month  of  November  last,  of 
the  several  corps  concerned,  so  much  of  the  amount  charged  against  eadi  of  them 
respectively  in  the  enclosed  statement  as  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  recover 
by  chiurges  against  the  accoimts  of  individuals  of  the  several  ranks  who  are  in- 
cluded as  present  in  die  daily  state  of  the  21  st  Nov.  last  I  have  communicated 
to  the  General  officers  commanding  the  5th  and  6th  divisions  the  pleasure  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  upon  tms  subject,  and  have  requested  them  severally 
to  cause  the  paymasters  of  corps  composing  the  divisions  under  dieir  respective 
command,  to  be  made  acquainted  widi  the  contents  of  my  letters  to  diem,  in  order 
that  die  pajrmasters  may  be  enabled  to  frimish  you  witn  an  account  of  what  it 
may  be  practicable  to  recover  towards  die  amount  charged  against  these  two 
divisions. 

To  Maisbal  Sir  W.  C  Beieiford,  R.B.  Franeda,  24th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  die  2l8t  I  propose  that  the  Britiah 
troops  should  lay  aside  either  blankets  or  great  coats  this  year;  and  I  haye 
not  yet  decided  which.  I  believe,  however,  the  latter :  but  I  propose  to 
put  diem  in  tents.  I  would  recommend  to  you,  therefore,  not  to  give  out 
your  great  coats  till  the  end  of  the  season. 

I  have  ordered  Hamilton's  division  to  Abrantes  for  their  clothing,  and 
the  brigade  in  the  7th  division  to  Raiva  for  theirs.  This  business  is  going 
on  as  you  wish. 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  that  jour  wound  is  so  well  as  not  to  prevent  your 
trayelling. 

To  the  Miniitar  at  War,  Cadig.  Franeda,  34th  March,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  15th 
inst.,  in  which  your  Excellency  has  informed  me  that  you  have,  hy  desire 
of  the  Regency,  ordered  the  regiment  of  Fernando  F/J.^and  the  hussars 
of  Aragon^  into  the  province  of  Seville,  Gen.  Don  Josef  San  Juan  not 
having  received  any  orders  from  me  respecting  these  regiments. 

I  did  not  forget  these  regiments,  although  I  did  not  send  them  orders  to 
move  into  the  province  of  Seville. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  clothing  and  appointments  belonging  to  the  regi* 
ment  of  Fernando  VIL  are  at  Alicante,  where  they  had  been  detamed  by 
Gen.  Rodie.  I  have  since  sent  orders  to  Gen.  Elio,  on  the  Ist  March,  to 
send  this  regiment  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Alicante  to  receive  its  clothing 
and  appointments,  and  the  regiment  is  afterwards  to  join  the  2d  army. 
Positive  orders  are  sent  to  Gen.  Roche  to  deliver  the  clothing  and  ap- 
pointments. 

The  hussars  of  Aragon  have  been  ordered  to  move  towards  the  same 
point,  with  the  intention  of  drafting  them  into  the  regiments  of  ^i!rmm2ra 
and  OUvenga. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  how  much  the  service  is  interrupted 
from  the  practice  adopted  by  your  Excellency  of  sending  orders  direct  to 
the  troops,  contrary  to  the  positive  engagement  entered  into  by  the  go- 
vernment with  me,  and  to  the  military  practice  of  all  countries.  These 
troops  were  destined  to  commence  their  military  operations  at  an  early 
period;  and  I  repeat  to  your  Excellency,  that  every  military  plan  must 
be  deranged  if  you  continue  this  practice. 

I  have  addrewed  this  letter  to  you  in  English,  as  I  have  not  by  me  the 
facility  of  writing  it  in  Spanish ;  and  I  wi^  not  to  lose  the  earliest  (oppor- 
tunity of  writing  to  you  on  thu  subject. 

To  tiw  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  WeUetley,  K.B.  ^meda,  Mth  Mareh,  1813. 

I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst,  in  regard  to  the 
raising  money  by  loan  upon  certificates,  of  whidi  I  heretofore  sent  you 
the  form  and  explanation.  I  am  concerned  that  it  is  supposed  that  these 
will  not  answer,  as  I  am  not  authorised  to  borrow  money  on  certificates  of 
any  other  description,  or  any  other  terms  than  those  stated. 

I  am  concerned  to  find  also  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  procuring  money 
at  Cadiz  for  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  to  Spain,  unless  from  the  funds 
hitherto  allotted  for  the  support  of  His  Majesty's  troops.  These  funds 
have  hitherto  been  very  insufficient  for  this  object,  and  will  certainly  not 
be  equal  to  defray  the  additional  expense  now  to  be  placed  on  them. 

To  H.  R.  H.  ih«  Coimnaiidet  in  Chi«f.  Franeda,  24th  Maidi,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  letter  of  the 
24th  Feb. 

1  have  made  all  the  arrangements  for  drafting  the  horses  £rom  the 
2d  hussars,  thinking  that,  after  the  draft  made  from  the  9th  and  11th 
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light  dragoons,  and  4th  dragoon  goards,  horses  would  still  be  wanting  for 
some  of  the  regiments ;  but  by  the  reports  received  from  some  of  the  Com- 
manding officers,  I  find  that  they  cannot  mount  the  numbers  which  I  had 
allotted  to  them  from  the  drafts ;  and  I  therefore  delay  the  measure  for  a 
few  days  till  I  can  receive  reports  from  the  several  regiments  of  the  exact 
numbers  received  by  each,  and  what  number  of  men  there  will  remain  in 
any  regiment  dismounted. 

To  Col.  Toneni,  Ifilitnnf  Secretary.  FVeneda,  34th  March,  1813. 

Qen.  Murray  has  mentioned  to  me  that  he  wishes  that  Capt  Kelly  *  of 
the  Life  Guards,  now  employed  in  some  situation  in  the  Military  College, 
should  be  allowed  to  join  this  army,  in  order  to  be  employed  on  the  Staff 
of  the  Q.  M.  O.,  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  make 
application  to  His  Royal  Highness  for  permission  for  him  to  come  here. 

The  appointment  of  Arentschildt  to  be  aide  de  camp  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent has  put  him  over  the  head  of  De  Lancey  in  this  army,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  consider  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  apply  to  his 
situation  in  the  department  the  rule  which  prevails  in  respect  to  the 
D.  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  army,  and  the  D.  Q.  M.  G.  in  Ireland,  viz.,  that  when 
an  officer  is  made  aide  de  camp  to  the  King  over  his  head,  he  gets  the  rank 
of  Colonel. 

I  enclose  a  paper  of  memorandums  which  De  Lancey  has  put  into  my 
hands,  which  shows  that  he  has  not  been  much  favored ;  and  I  have  to  say 
of  him,  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  last  campaign,  and  in  the  battle  of  Salamanca;  and  that 
he  always  rendered  me  the  greatest  assistance,  and  gave  me  every  satis* 
faction. 

To  CoL  Tonam,  Military  Secretary.  Frebeda,  tUth  March,  1813. 

Having,  in  consequence  of  the  directions  of  the  Sec.  of  State,  made 
arrangements  for  carrying  into  execution  the  wishes  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  for  the  formation  of  a  police  corps  of  two  troops,  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  Cavalry  Staff  Corps,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  submit  to 
His  Royal  Highness'  &vorable  consideration  the  names  of  the  undermen- 
tioned officers  for  appointments  in  the  above  corps : 

Brevet  Lieut  Col.  Q.  Scovell,t  from  the  57th  regt,  to  be  Major  Com- 
mandant To  be  Captains  of  troops :  Lieut  Lewis  During,  from  the  1 5th 
light  dragoons;  Lieut  J.  Gitterick,  from  the  12th  light  dragoons.  To 
be  Comet :  James  Rooke,  gent 

I  shall  hereafter  transmit  my  recommendation  of  officers  for  other  com- 
missions in  this  corps. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Fieneda,  Mtfi  March,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Sir  H.  Welles- 
ley,  in  regard  to  the  negotiation  of  loans  for  sums  of  money  at  Cadiz,  on 
the  certificates  which  were  sent  to  me  last  year;  and  on  the  prospects  of 

^  Aftenrardf  on  the  A4j.  Gen.'f  staff  in  India,  where  be  died.  He  had  dietinguiahed 
bimeelf  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

t  Major  Gai.  Sir  O.  Scovell,  K.C.B.,  Governor  of  the  Royal  Military  College  at 
Sandbnnt 
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raising  anj  money  at  Cadiz  to  pay  the  subsidy  sum  in  any  other  manner  than 
on  the  funds  hitherto  destined  for  the  support  of  His  Majesty's  army. 
I  likewise  enclose  the  copy  of  my  answer. 

To  Earl  Bathurat  Fraoeda,  Uth  March,  1815. 

The  array  of  the  South  have  continued  their  movements  to  the  north- 
ward, and  they  have  now  but  few  troops  in  La  Mancha.  They  have  not 
pass^  the  mountains ;  and  it  appears  that  they  are  concentrated  between 
Talavera  de  la  Reyna,  Madrid,  and  Toledo.  The  army  of  the  Centre  have 
moved  towards  the  Duero ;  and  I  have  a  report  that  the  King  quitted 
Madrid  on  the  17th  inst.,  to  which  I  give  credit,  although  it  is  not  from 
an  authentic  source. 

The  troops  on  the  Tormes  have  not  moved ;  nor  have  I  heard  of  any 
other  movement  of  importance. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  24th  March,  1813. 

I  see  in  the  newspapers  a  report  that  there  is  in  London  a  Frenchman 
employed  on  a  negotiation  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  to  which  I 
earnestly  recommend  to  your  Lordship  not  to  consent 

1st ;  If  what  is  reported  of  the  number  of  officers  and  soldiers  taken  by 
the  Russians  be  at  all  true,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  Buonaparte  will 
find  it  difficult  to  form  another  army,  unless  he  should  get  back  the  old 
officers  and  soldiers  who  are  prisoners  either  in  England  or  in  Russia. 

2dly ;  They  have  very  few  officers  or  soldiers  of  ours  whom  it  is  an 
object  to  us  to  get  back.  They  have  scarcely  any  Portuguese ;  and  I  would 
not  give  one  French  officer  or  soldier,  such  as  I  sent  last  year  to  England, 
for  100  Spanish  officers  and  soldiers,  such  as  they  have  in  France.  I  doubt 
their  having  so  many  Spaniards  as  they  pretend  they  have  in  different 
papers  which  I  have  read  on  the  subject ;  but  of  this  you  may  be  very  cer- 
tain, that  whether  they  have  them  or  not  at  present,  Spaniards  of  all  ages 
and  sexes  will  not  be  wanting  when  the  exchange  agreed  upon  is  to  be 
carried  into  execution ;  as,  if  they  have  not  in  their  prisons  what  are 
called  soldiers,  they  will  make  a  sweep  of  the  country,  and  carry  off  as 
many  as  will  be  required  to  release  all  the  French  soldiers  who  may  be  in 
confinement  in  England. 

The  A.Q.  to  Capi.  AfNab,  R.N,,  Figueira.  24th  March,  1813. 

Invalided  men  from  the  several  divisions  of  the  army,  and  from  the  hospital 
stations  of  Celorico  and  Viseu,  are  now  proceeding  to  Coimbra  on  their  way  to 
Lisbon ;  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  being  desirous  that  they  should  be 
removed  by  water  from  Figueiia  to  Lisbon,  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  commu- 
nicate  with  Lieut.  Col.  Royal,  Commandant  of  Coimbra,  regarding  their  removal 
to  Figueira,  and  with  Lieut  Cleyson,  of  the  Royal  navy,  agent  of  transports,  who 
will  receive  instructions  from  (be  Q.  M.  G.  for  providing  the  necessary  accommo- 
dation for  them  on  board  the  vessels  employed  on  the  public  service  to  navigate 
between  the  port  of  Fifi;ueira  and  the  Tagus.  I  am  f\irther  to  desire  that  you  will 
n^larly  transmit  to  £e  A.  Q.  M.  G.  at  Lisbon  returns  of  invalids  embarked  at 
F^ueira  for  Lisbon,  stating  the  day  of  embarkation. 

To  Lieut.  Geo.  the  Hon.  Sir  O.  L.  Cole,  K.B.  Freneda,  25th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  inst. ;  and  being  satisfied  myself 
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of  the  yalidity  of  the  promise  made  by  the  mother  of  the  ydang  kdy  who 

has  been  csirried  off  by ^  of  the  —  regt,  I  don't  conceive  that 

doubts  entertained  by  any  other  person  ought  to  prevent  or  delay  the 
execution  of  the  directions  which  I  gave  on  that  subject. 

In  regard  to 's  inclination  to  marry  the  young  lady,  I  cannot 

but  observe  that  he  has  Jit  in  his  power,  whenever  he  pleases,  to  compen- 
sate in  that  manner  the  injury  which  he  has  done  to  the  family ;  and  it  is  no 
excuse  that  the  influence  of  the  family  has  prevented  the  clergy  in  the 
neighbourhood  from  performing  the  ceremony.     That  influence  could 

not  extend  to  the  clergy  in  Spain,  from  which  country is  distant 

but  a  few  miles. 

has  been  guilty  of  a  gross  breach,  not  only  of  the  laws  of 

Portugal,  but  of  the  laws  of  his  own  and  of  all  civDized  countries ;  and 
if  I  should  be  called  upon  by  the  government,  as  I  most  probably  shall, 

to  deliver  over to  the  Portuguese  tribunals,  to  be  dealt  with 

according  to  the  Portuguese  law,  I  shall  most  undoubtedly  comply  with 
their  desire. 

I  can't  but  observe  upon 's  complaint  *that  he  is  to  be 

placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  foreign  tribunal,'  that  the  notion  is  too  common 
among  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  that  they  are  not  obliged  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  acting ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  may  act  as  they  please,  and  may  commit  such  outrages  as 
they  lihink  proper,  provided  they  don't  offend  against  the  Mutiny  Act  and 
Articles  of  War. 

I  can't,  however,  admit  of  such  a  doctrine ;  and —  will  be  an 

instance  that  the  laws  of  the  country  must  be  obeyed,  if  the  Portuguese 
government  shall  desire  that  he  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  tribunals  of 
that  country. 

I  beg  that  the  directions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  may 
be  carried  into  execution. 


ThgA.G,  to  Lieut.  Col  AfDonaU,  13M  Rojfol  Feteran  baiialian,         25tti  March,  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  for  your  information  and 

Siidance  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  by  the  Adj. 
en.  to  the  Forces,  conveying  the  commands  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Kefl;ent  re* 
garding  the  formation  ana  establishment  of  the  13th  Royal  Veteran  battalion.  I 
have  likewise  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  nomind  returns  of  invalids  belong- 
ing to  different  corps  serving  in  die  reninsula  reported  fit  for  garrison  dufy  who 
are  to  be  taken  on  the  strength  of  the  13th  Royal  Veteran  batti£onfrom  this  day, 
the  25th  March.  The  greater  part  of  these  men  are  now  at  Belem,  and.  will  be 
delivered  over  to  your  charge  upon  application  by  you  to  ^e  military  Commandant 
at  that  station.  The  remainder  are  at  different  hospital  stations  in  this  country ; 
and  I  have  to  request  that  in  all  points  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  latter  to 
Belero,  and  to  the  details  connected  with  the  accounts  of  the  soldiers  composing 
the  13th  Royal  Veteran  battalion,  you  will  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  the 
Commandants  of  the  general  hospital  .stations  ana  the  Commanding  officers  of  tiie 
several  regiments  from  which  tiiese  soldiers  have  been  removed  into  the  13tli 
Veteran  battalion.  The  whole  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldlen 
named  in  the  accompanying  nominal  lists  are  to  be  taken  on  the  strength  of  the 
13th  Veteran  battahon  from  thb  day,  the  25th  March,  and  are  to  be  accounted 
for  in  the  returns  of  the  regiment  Such  of  the  men  in  the  accompanying  lists  as 
are  returned  at  Belem  must  be  returned  '  present,'  as  being  at  the  head  quarters  of 
the  regiment;  and  all  those,  without  exception,  not  returned  at  Belem  must  be 
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returned  in  the  returns  of  the  hattalion  <  on  command.'  Hereafter,  as  accurate 
information  shall  from  time  to  time  be  received  by  the  reejment  r^arding  the 
absent  men,  you  will  be  enabled  to  account  for  them  under  their  proper  heads.  The 
officers  are  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  returns  according  to  the  information  which 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain  respecting  them.  Capt.  Craig,  D.  A.  A.  G.  at  Lisbon, 
will  ftimish  you  with  the  forms  of  returns  required  by  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  depart- 
ment, on  application  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  26th  March,  181 3. 

They  have  omitted  to  send  a  riband  with  which  to  wear  a  badge  of  the 
Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  to  the  Knights;  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  that  I  saw  one  yesterday  with  the  cross  hanging  to  a  red  riband.  I 
wish  you  would  mention  this  to  Dom  M.  Forjaz,  and  have  it  arranged 
that  there  may  be  sent  to  me,  with  a  letter  for  each  Knight  and  Com- 
mander,  a  rilMmd  of  the  proper  color  for  the  Order. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  26tfa  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  23d,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  the  fate 
of  the  Java. 

I  conceive  from  the  hand,  and  from  the  word  listed'*  written  thus, 
that  the  anonymous  letter  you  enclosed  is  written  by  an  Englishman ; 
and  I  think  I  have  before  seen  the  hand  of  the  direction.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  that  there  is  any  mischief  in  the  letter.  It  is  the 
universal  practice  of  the  world  to  accuse  all  men  of  ambition,  who  are  a 
little  prominent  in  station  or  in  talents ;  and  I  don't  know  that  such  an 
accusation  does  much  barm,  if  no  such  views  are  entertained. 

To  Sir  R.  KsBoedy,  Commissary  General.  Freneda,  28th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  inst.,  and  I  am  much  concerned 
to  find  that  the  army  are  likely  to  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  your  pro- 
longed absence  from  it  I  still  entertain  the  intention  and  hope  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  put  the  whole  army  in  the  field  on  the  1st  May ;  and  it 
is  much  more  important  that  you  should  be  at  head  quarters  at  the  present 
moment,  than  at  that  at  which  the  troops  shall  move,  as  their  being  able 
to  move  at  all  equipped  as  they  ought  to  be,  will  depend  upon  the  direc- 
tions to  be  given  now  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  the  different  arrangements 
before  directed.  The  absence  of  the  Commissary  Gen.,  however,  is 
always  excessively  inconvenient  to  the  public  service,  and  I  cannot  but 
lament  the  necessity  for  it  a  second  time  in  so  short  a  period. 

To  Major  Geo.  Cooke.  Freneda,  28tb  Bfarch,  1813. 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  17th.  I  shall  be  very  much 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  who  will  command  the  troops  at 
Cadiz,  &c.,  when  you  go  to  England. 

If  that  officer  should  be  one  whose  discretion  can  be  depended  upon,  I 
can  have  no  objection  to  your  going,  excepting  that  in  the  last  paragnq[>h 
of  your  letter  you  say  that  you  would  abandon  all  idea  of  the  application^ 
if  there  should  be  any  idea  of  your  being  called  into  a  more  active 

*  It  is  written  wnd  in  SpaDish,  being  the  diort  of  vuestra  mmtcm^  bat  it  is  pronooiiced 
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situation.  As  ftir  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should  consent  to  your  going,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  necessary  for  your  health,  which  I  am  aware  has 
suffered  considerably,  provided  there  is  an  officer  to  replace  you  on  whose 
discretion  I  can  rely ;  but  if  I  am  to  understand  by  the  last  paragraph 
that  you  can  perform  the  duty  of  a  more  active  situation,  which  I  don't 
think  you  can,  I  should  then  object  to  your  quitting  the  important  situa- 
tion in  which  you  are  placed. 

So  far  for  my  opinion.  But  I  must  inform  you  that  the  government 
attach  great  interest  to  the  command  at  Cadiz ;  and  although  I  may  re- 
commend, I  cannot  allow  you  to  quit  the  station  without  their  consent, 
unless  in  «  case  of  extreme  urgency,  and  I  should  provide  an  officer  io 
perform  your  duty  in  your  absence,  on  whose  discretion  they,  as  well  as  I, 
could  rely. 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  explain  myself  clearly  to  you  upon  this  sub- 
ject, in  order  that  if  you  should  make  your  application  for  leave,  you  may 
receive  the  answer  in  time  to  get  away  from  Cadiz  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hot  weather. 

Au  G^n.  Conde  de  la  Bisbal.  Freneda,  ce  28  Man,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  la  lettre  que  votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  Thonneur  de  m'adresser 
le  23  de  ce  mo  is  sur  celle  du  17,  que  je  vous  ai  adressc^  par  les  ordres 
du  Ministre  de  la  Guerre,  sur  les  mesures  que  vous  aviez  prises  k  I'c^gard 
du  n^giment  2  de  Malaga. 

Je  n'f^tais  pas  persuaded  que  les  mesures  que  votre  Excellence  avait 
adopted  k  r^ard  du  rc^giment  de  Malaga  cStaient  contraires  aux  tennes 
de  I'ordre  du  4  IHc.  de  1812;  mais  je  n'avais  aucun  doute  qu'elles 
(Staient  contraires  k  V esprit  de  cet  ordre.  II  me  paraissait  aussi  que  le 
regiment  2  de  Malaga  ayant  itA  formed  sous  les  ordres  et  sous  les  yeax  du 
gouvemement,  il  aundt  ^ii  exp^ient  de  remettre  aux  voeux  du  gouveme- 
ment  les  mesures  que  votre  Excellence  se  proposait  pour  transferrer  les 
soldats  k  d'autres  corps. 

Mais  j'avais  les  ordres  du  gouvemement  pour  la  censure  que  j'ai  pass^ 
sur  cet  acte.  Si  la  Ri^gence  I'avait  autorisc^  d'aucune  mani^re,  et  qu'elle 
m6me  en  a  apres  fait  passer  une  censure,  elle  a  agi  d'une  mani^re  tres  in- 
constkiuente,  pour  ne  rien  dire  de  plus. 

Mais  la  cause  pour  laquelle  je  m'adresse  k  votre  Excellence  une  seconde 
fois  sur  ce  sujet  se  trouve  dans  le  dernier  paragraphe  de  votre  lettre  du 
23  Mars ;  par  lequel  on  croirait  qu'en  olxSissant  k  I'ordre  que  j'avais  re^u 
du  gouvemement,  je  me  suis  servi  de  termes  de  censure  cSgalement 
m^onnus,  et  pen  demandes  par  les  circonstances.  Je  peux  vous  assurer 
que  si  je  me  suis  servi  de  tels  termes,  c'($tait  bien  contre  mon  intention. 
Les  circonstances  siirement  ne  les  demandaient  pas ;  et  ni^me  si  j'eusse 
pu  croire  qu'elles  les  demandaient,  mon  respect  pour  le  rang,  les  services, 
et  les  qualit«^  qui  distinguent  votre  Excellence  m'auraient  emp^hcS  de 
m'en  servir ;  et  je  crois  que  ceux  qui  verront  ma  lettre  k  votre  Excel- 
lence du  17  Mars,  conviendront,  qu'cStant  obliged  par  les  ordres  dn  gou- 
vemement de  censurer  un  acte  de  votre  Excellence,  la  censure  ne  pouvait 
6tre  moins  dure,  ni  les.  termes  desquels  je  me  suis  servi,  ni  les  sujets  6tre 
plus  giSntSraux  que  ceux  dont  je  me  suis  servi  dans  cette  lettre. 
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Je  conviens  qu'il  n'est  pas  agreeable  pour  ceux  qui  servent  la  patrie 
avec  zele,  et  qui  n'ont  pas  4tii  accoutum^  auz  censures,  de  s'y  trouver 
pour  la  premiere  fois  en  but ;  et  j'esp^re  que  je  dois  attnbuer  k  ces  sen- 
timens  la  sensibilite  de  votre  Excellence  k  celle  que  j'ai  du  vous  envoyer. 
Je  serais  bien  fiLcht!  si  quelque  chose  que  j'ai  pu  ^rire  k  votre  Excellence 
a  jm  diminuer  votre  zele,  rcSgl^  comme  il  doit  l'6tre  par  attention  aux 
ordres  et  m^me  aux  vqbux  de  TautoriU^  suptSrieure  dans  les  cas  oh  on  ne 
trouve  pas  d'ordres  positifs ;  mais  je  ne  peux  ni  ne  dois  retracter  la  cen- 
sure que  j'ai  donn<^ ;  et  il  faut  s'attendre  que  si  je  dois  former  et  passer 
une  opinion  sur  les  actes  de  quelqu'un,  je  dois  en  <hioncer  ma  d^ppro- 
bation  si  j'en  dt^pprouve,  quoique  dans  des  termes,  desquels  je  me  flatte 
que  je  ne  me  suis  dtSparti  jamais. 

To  Geo.  the  Conde  de  la  Biibal.  Fi«neda,  2dtb  Ifarcb,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  March. 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  before  the  government  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penses in  die  provinces  of  Seville  and  Cordova  before  we  have  them  in 
detail. 

When  I  proposed  to  the  government,  and  the  government  promised  to 
me,  that  nine  tenths  of  the  revenues  of  the  liberated  provinces  should  be 
assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  armies,  I  thought  it  was  understood 
that  these  nine  tenths  should  be  paid  into  the  military  chest  without  any 
deduction  whatever,  excepting  the  expenses  of  collection. 

The  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  several  armies  were  then,  under  the 
11th  article  of  the  decree  of  the  Cortes,  to  be  responsible  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  sums  of  money  which  should  come  into  the  several  military 
chests. 

11^  however,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  pensions,  and  the  salaries  of 
employments  of  all  descriptions,  and  other  expenses  are  to  be  paid  from 
the  amount  of  the  nine  tenths  of  the  revenues  supposed  to  be  allotted  to 
the  armies,  it  is  quite  certain  that  this  arrangement  is  nugatory ;  and  Spain 
may  have  an  army  of  pensioners  and  of  persons  in  civil  and  other  employ- 
ments, but  she  will  not  have  one  of  soldiers. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  that  I  can  bring  this  subject  distinctly  under 
the  view  of  the  government,  until  I  shall  be  possessed  of  the  detailed 
information  which  your  Excellency  proposes  to  send  to  me ;  and  then  I 
may  hope  to  prevail  upon  the  government  to  adopt  the  measures  which 
are  necessary  in  order  to  insure  the  subsistence  of  the  armi^. 

I  propose  to  endeavor  to  have  provision  made  in  Estremadura,  to  supply 
the  troops  under  your  command  on  their  advance  towards  the  probable 
scene  of  action,  if  we  should  be  enabled  to  make  them  advance ;  but  in 
the  mean  time  the  collection  of  magazines  in  Cordova  and  Ecija  is  expe- 
dient, particularly  if  that  measure  can  be  adopted  without  preventing  the 
collection  of  a  sum  of  money  in  the  military  chest 

I  mention  this,  because  I  think  it  very  possible  to  be  able  to  collect  a 
large  magazine  in  the  provinces  of  Seville  and  Cordova  in  payment  of  the 
contribution  de  Guerra,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  in 
money.  But  if  the  contribution  can  be  collected  in  money  it  is  desirable ; 
and  if  that  should  be  the  case,  I  should  not  deem  it  desirable  at  present 
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to  form  in  those  provinces  a  larger  magazine  than  for  one  month  for  tho 
number  of  men  stated. 

The  scene  of  operations  will  necessarily  be  at  a  distance  from  those 
magazines ;  and  the  transport  of  the  magazines  which  the  raonej  would 
equally  purchase  elsewhere,  would  be  very  expensive  and  difficult. 

I  will  attend  to  what  you  state  in  regard  to  the  state  of  discipline  of 
the  troops,  when  the  time  shall  come  for  ordering  them  to  move. 

I  am  very  much  inclined  to  apprehend,  however,  that  instead  of  having 
too  few  troops  in  a  state  of  discipline  to  take  the  field,  we  shall  find  thai 
we  have  more  troops  clothed,  armed,  and  disciplined,  than  the  means  of 
the  country  can  support,  unless  the  government  should  adopt,  in  earnest, 
the  measures  proposed  to  them,  and  arranged  with  me,  and  should  give 
the  armies  the  real  nine  tenths  of  the  revenues  fairly  collected  and  honestly 
administered.  It  will  answer  no  purpose  to  bring  to  the  theatre  of  the 
war  on  the  Duero  or  the  Ebro,  crowds  of  starving  soldiers.  We  shall 
only  lose  them  by  desertion,  and  with  them  our  own  characters,  and  in- 
crease our  difficulties  without  reaping  any  advantage  from  the  trouble 
taken  in  forming  them. 

In  whatever  force  the  army  of  reserve  may  march,  I  will  take  care  that 
it  is  attended  by  a  body  of  cavalry  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the 
cavalry  of  the  army. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  2d  company  of  artillery  should  be  formed 
as  proposed ;  and  if  your  Excellency  will  be  so  kind'  as  to  let  me  know 
what  equipments  and  military  stores  you  require  for  both  comxMinies,  I 
will  inquire  whether  the  stores  of  the  British  army  at  Cadiz  can  aflford  to 
supply  them. 

I  have  written  to  the  government  respecting  the  battalion  of  Campo 
Maior.  The  future  disposition  of  the  Walloon  guards  must  depend  upon 
the  prospects  which  there  will  be  of  keeping  together  in  operations,  in  one 
body,  a  large  corps  of  Spanish  troops. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  battalion  of  zapcidores  should  be  completed, 
which  I  understand  was  the  object  in  view  in  bringing  it  into  Andalusia. 
I  addressed  the  government  upon  this  subject ;  but  it  is  very  desirable 
that  this  battalion  should  be  trained  as  sappers,  rather  than  as  infantry. 

Having  conversed  with  Don  Josef  Canterac  in  regard  to  the  details  of 
the  plan  proposed  for  forming  the  brigades  of  mules  for  the  army  of 
reserve,  I  am  induced  to  doubt  whether  the  government  itself,  without  the 
authority  of  a  decree  of  the  Cortes,  has  the  power  to  order  the  execution 
of  such  a  plan,  for  the  reason  stated  by  your  Excellency.  The  call  for 
these  mules  would  be  tantamount  to  Uie  call  for  a  fresh  contribution ; 
unless  it  should  be  in  commutation  for  a  part  of  the  extraordinary  contri- 
bution de  Guerra.  In  this  view  it  would  be  objectionable.  It  would 
be  better  to  levy  the  contribution,  and  then  to  purchase  the  mules,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  expedient  to  form  such  brigades  of  mules  in  the  service 
of  government.  From  my  experience,  however,  of  the  service  in  the 
Peninsula,  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  forming  such 
brigades. 

In  the  allied  British  army  we  have  never  been  able  to  maintain  even 
one  brigade  of  mules  the  property  of  the  public,  although  we  have  many 
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brigades  of  hired  mules ;  and  I  would  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to 
consider  of  the  means  of  drawing  from  the  provinces  of  Seville  and  Cor- 
dova the  service  of  a  certain  number  of  brigades  of  mules  to  attend  the 
army  for  a  limited  time  as  hagages^  under  the  contract  and  customs  of  the 
country,  to  be  relieved  by  others  from  the  same  towns  at  the  end  of  the 
limited  period  allotted  for  their  service.  By  these  means,  which  I  believe 
may  be  adopted  by  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces  without  further 
authority  from  the  Cortes,  your  Excellency  will  have  in  the  service  of  the 
army  of  reserve  a  certain  proportion  of  mules. 

Au  Dtique  del  Infaotado.  Freneda,  ce  38  Man,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  hier  votre  lettre  du  17  Mars,  pour  laquelle  je  vous  suis  bien 
oblig^  L'affaire  entre  *•  las  Cortes '  et  Pancien  gouvemement  a  ^\/k  un 
peu  leste.  Je  m'attendais  k  quelque  chose  de  la  sorte  en  constfquence  de 
ce  que  j'avais  vu  et  entendu  k  Cadiz ;  mais  je  n'ai  pas  cm  que  I'assaut 
serait  si  soudain,  si  vif,  ou  sit^t  dt^cide. 

Vous  aurez  su  comment  a  fini  TaflTaire  des  Russes. 

J'ai  dc^jk  parlt^  ce  matin  au  Gr^nc^ral  Wimpffen  sur  la  maniere  de  vous 
employer  ^  rarmcSe,  et  je  crois  pouvoir  proposer  un  arrangement  au  gou- 
vemement qui  vous  sera  agn^ble  et  qui  vous  offrira  les  moyens  de  vous 
distinguer.     Je  vous  ^rirai  plus  en  dtStail  1^  dessus  en  quelques  jours. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  28th  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th.  From  what  I  see  in  the  news- 
papers, I  should  doubt  the  success  of  Cariota.     However,  we  shall  see. 

Whittingham's  and  Roche's  corps  must  of  course  be  taken  care  of  from 
the  resources  to  be  procured  at  Cadiz.  In  regard  to  the  remainder,  they 
must  be  considered  in  the  first  instance  disposable  for  the  supply  of  the 
military  chest  of  the  British  army ;  and  I  will  state  at  what  periods,  and 
in  what  proportions,  they  may  bo  applied  to  other  Spanish  services.  I 
think  it  desirable  that  at  present,  besides  the  current  supplies  for  Whit- 
tingham's  and  Roche's  corps,  Mr.  Duff  should  be  prepared  to  issue 
400,000  dollars  for  Spanish  services. 

I  wish,  and  propose,  to  open  the  campaign  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  to 
aid  the  several  Spanish  corps  with  that  sum,  at  about  that  period.  But 
from  all  that  I  hear,  I  am  much  afraid  that  none  of  them  will  then  be 
ready.  We  shall  be  so,  I  hope,  completely ;  and  if  there  was  money,  I 
should  entertain  no  doubts  of  the  result  of  the  next  campaign  in  respect 
to  the  Peninsula.  But  the  Spanish  government  have  so  contrived  their 
matters,  that  the  arrangements  concerted  and  agreed  upon  with  me  have 
not  yet  produced  a  shilling,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  not  likely  to 
produce  much.  However,  I  cannot  yet  write  decisively  and  officially 
upon  this  subject,  as  I  have  not  the  official  reports ;  but  I  have  certainly 
the  most  obstinate  and  worst  tempered  people  to  deal  with  (particularly 

Gen, )  that  I  have  yet  met  in  my  life. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  have  never  expected  much  from  the  certificates ; 
and  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  issue  even  one.  I  believe  there  is  very 
little  money  in  Spain  to  be  borrowed;  and  that  the  few  people  in  Spain 
who  have  money  to  lend,  have  no  confidence  in  any  thing  like  a  govern- 
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ment  security.     They  would  infinitely  prefer  that  of  Mr.  Duff.     I  am 

very  little  satisfied,  however,  with  the  ohjections  of  Mr. and  Mr. 

to  the  certificates.     There  is  nothing  in  the  form  of  the  certificate 

that  does  not  add  to  the  security  of  the  lender ;  a  truth,  of  which  any 
person  who  should  have  money  to  lend  would  he  convinced,  if  the  agents 

of  the  horrower  would  take  the  trouhle  to  explain  it  to  him.     Mr. 's 

certificate  is  drawn  with  a  view  to  English,  not  to  Spanish,  ohjection.  I 
never  heard  of  any  hut  metal  money  in  Spain,  or  that  any  attempt  had 
been  made  by  the  British  government  to  introduce  the  paper  currency  of 
Great  Britain  into  this  country.  Our  certificate  states,  that  the  debt  shall 
be  paid  in  certain  places  in  the  Peninsula,  and  means,  of  course,  in  the 
money  of  the  Peninsula ;  and  if  I  was  a  lender  in  the  Peninsula  instead  of 
a  borrower,  I  should  suspect  the  validity  of  the  certificate  drawn  as  Mr. 

proposes ;  but  I  should  not  have  much  difficulty  in  granting  this 

certificate,  if  any  money  could  be  procured  for  it.     What  does  Mr. 

say  upon  this  point  ? 

Depend  upon  it,  that  the  result  of  the  next  campaign  depends  upon  our 
financial  resources.  I^hall  be  able  in  a  month  to  take  the  field  with  a 
larger  and  more  efficient  British  and  Portuguese  army  than  I  have  yet 
had ;  and  there  are  more  Spanish  troops  clothed,  armed,  and  disciplined, 
than  have  ever  been  known,  and  we  are  making  a  daily  progress  towards 
getting  out  of  the  chaos  in  which  I  found  matters.  But  if  we  cannot 
realise  the  subsidy  without  falling  on  the  resources  of  the  British  army, 
and  can  get  nothing  from  the  country,  we  shall  end  the  next  campaign  as 
we  did  the  last  That  is,  afler  we  shall  have  consumed  what  we  can  seize 
of  the  harvest,  we  must  retire ;  and  when  we  shall  retire,  nobody  else  can 
remain  forward.  You  will  see,  therefore,  how  necessary  it  is  to  sift  to 
the  bottom  the  whole  question  regarding  the  money  to  be  raised  on  loan, 
and  if  there  should  really  be  any,  which  I  doubt,  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
real  objections  to  the  certificate  proposed. 

To  MaJ(  r  Gen.  Cooke.  Franada,  28th  Marcb,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst  regarding 
the  bounty  due  to  certain  Serjeants  and  private  men  of  the  Watteville 
regiment. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  order  which  Major  Gen.  Ross  had  upon  this 
subject ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  in  a  situation  to  give  these 
people  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  authorised  to  issue  the  proclamation 
under  the  engagements  of  which  they  deserted,  and  afterwards  enlisted ; 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  I  request  that  they  may  be  paid  the  sums 
stated  to  be  due  to  them,  that  is  to  say,  18  dollars  to  each  of  the  2  Ser- 
jeants, and  8  dollars  to  each  of  the  44  R.  and  F. 

To  Major  Gen.  Baron  Bock.  Freneda,  29tti  March,  1813. 

1  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which 

you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of  private ,  of  the  —  regt., 

which  1  return,  and  request  the  Court  to  revise  both  the  proceedings  and 
sentence. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  me,  whose  business  it  is  to  form  a  judgment  on 
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the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  that  the  circumstances  should  be  clearly 
stated  in  the  recorded  proceedings  which  produced  on  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Court  the  conviction  that  the  prisoner  did  not  intend  to 

steal  the  horse,  contrary  to  the  uncontradicted  evidence  of  Lieut , 

and  to  the  finding  of  the  Court  itself^  that  the  horse  was  offered  for  sale 
in  Rio  Maior. 

Whatever  the  circumstances  may  be,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Court 
should  omit  from  their  sentence  that  part  which  states  their  reason  for 
passing  a  '  lenient  sentence'  on  the  prisoner.  Such  an  addition  to  the 
sentence  does  not  appear  necessary ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  those  to  whose 
knowledge  it  will  come  will  not  be  able  to  distinguish  the  difference  be- 
tween taking  a  horse  from  its  owner,  riding  it  a  certain  distance,  and 
offering  it  for  sale,  and  abusing  and  ill  treating  the  owner  when  he  came 
to  claim  it,  and  stealing  it. 

To  Lieut  Gta.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart  Freneda,  29tfa  March,  1813. 

I  received  the  night  before  last  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  1 1th,  and 
I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  success  of  your  first  movement  on 
the  enemy. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  move  in  Castille  till  the  green  forage  shall 
have  appeared,  which  I  expect  will  be  in  the  first  week  in  May.  The 
season  is  however  very  unfavorable.  We  have  had  no  fall  of  rain  since 
December;  and  up  to  this  moment  we  have  dry  harsh  north  easterly 
winds,  that  destroy  the  vegetation  which  might  support  our  horses  and 
other  animals.  You  will  judge,  therefore,  of  the  expediency  of  your 
doing  more  at  present  than  you  have  done. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  you  will  have  nothing  upon  you  excepting  the 
troops  immediately  under  Suchet,  as  all  the  rest  are  upon  the  Tagus  and 
Duero,  and  preparing  to  resist  the  movements  which  they  expect  us  to 
make.  If  I  should  find  that  they  hesitate  about  going  towards  the  Duero, 
or  that  they  detach  towards  you,  I  shall  move  forward  a  part  of  this  army 
immediately  as  far  as  the  Tormes,  which  will  bring  them  back. 

As  soon  as  I  see  the  equinoctial  rain  fall  I  shall  be  able  to  fix  the  day 
on  which  I  shall  move,  and  I  will  then  write  to  you  to  begin  your  opera- 
tions, reckoning  upon  the  dispatches  taking  15  days  to  reach  you. 

I  have  not  yet  determined  whether  you  shall  carry  on  an  operation  by 
'land,  keeping  your  right  flanks  on  the  Mediterranean,  of  the  same  de- 
scription with  diat  which  I  carried  on  in  Portugal  in  1808,  or  whether 
you  shall  embark  the  British  part  and  such  other  of  your  force  as  you  have 
transports  to  convey,  and  attack  Tarragona,  leaving  the  corps  under  Gen. 
Elio,  and  the  other  troops  for  which  you  will  not  have  conveyance,  to 
proceed  to  take  possession  of  Valencia,  and  to  follow  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Much  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  equipments  and  re- 
sources of  the  2d  and  3d  Spanish  armies,  of  which  I  have  not  yet  the 
returns. 

If  we  could  retake  Tarragona,  which,  with  the  means  at  your  command, 
does  not  appear  a  difficult  operation,  we  should  obtahi  a  most  important 
point  in  a  view  to  the  position  of  the  troops  in  Catalonia  and  to  the  future 
operations  of  the  war ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  should  fail,  it  must 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a90  PORTUGAU 

be  in  consequence  of  the  movement  of  such  a  body  of  the  enemy's  troops 
from  Valencia  as  would  secure  the  possession  of  that  city,  and  probably 
of  the  whole  of  the  province.  However,  much  depends  upon  the  capacity 
of  movement  of  the  2d  and  3d  Spanish  armies. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  a  bad  account  of  your  troops.  The  esprit  of  ours 
has  always  been  good,  but  their  discipline  occasionally  very  bad  indeed. 
We  are  getting  better,  however,  and  I  trust  we  shall  make  a  good  figure 
in  this  campaign.  I  don't  know  of  any  light  troop  officer  that  I  could 
send  you,  as  we  change  our  hands  almost  every  month.  You  shall  have 
the  67th  regt. ;  but  you  must  remember  that,  in  case  of  an  accident  any- 
where, that  or  some  other  regiment  must  return  to  Carthagena. 

P.S.  I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  beg  you  will  send  to  the  General  officer 
commanding  in  Catalonia,  in  order  that  he  may  be  ready  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  case  you  should  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Tarragona. 

To  the  Spanish  Oeneral  officer  commanding  in  Catalonia.    Freneda,  29tb  March,  1813. 

I  think  it  proper  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  informing  your  Excel- 
lency that  it  is  possible  that  the  allied  troops  on  the  Eastern  coast  of  the 
Peninsula  may  begin  their  operations  early  in  May  by  an  attack  on  Tarra- 
gona ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  your  Excellency  should  be  prepared  to  co- 
operate with  them  on  the  first  intimation  you  will  receive  from  the  General 
officer  commanding  the  troops  of  his  being  about  to  carry  that  plan  into 
execution. 


To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  29th  March,  1813, 10^  p.y. 

The  messenger  goes  off  in  the  morning,  and  1  write  again  to  let  you 
know  that  the  English  mail  to  the  10th  has  arrived.  There  does  not 
appear  any  news  of  importance.  There  is  some  prospect  of  decreased 
hostilities  towards  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of  Denmark ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  a  Regency  has  been  appointed  in  Prussia.  But  these  are  only  reports. 
The  public  attention  in  England  appears  to  be  entirely  engrossed  by  the 
Princess  of  Wales. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  result  of  La  Carlota's  affairs. 

I  wish  you  coidd  send  me,  by  the  first  messenger  who  comes,  a  box  of 
cigars,  not  for  myself,  but  for  Tweeddale. 

I  request  you  to  send  6000  suits  of  clothing  to  the  army  of  Catalonia,' 
and  4000  to  the  army  under  Elio  at  Alicante,  and  to  state  positively  to 
the  agents  that  it  is  for  those  armies. 

Your  courier  of  the  25th  arrived  this  evening. 

Let  me  know  how  much  more  clothing  you  have  in  store  at  Cadiz. 

7%9  A,G.  to  Gmeral offk^rt  commanding  dimsiont.  29tfa  March,  1813. 

I  hav  e  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  copies  (one  of  which  is  intended  for  your  own  use  and  one  for  the  use  of 
each  officer  commanding  a  brigade  in  the  division  under  your  command)  of  in- 
structions regarding  the  field  movements  of  the  troops  which  have  been  drawn  up 
by  his  Excellency,  and  which  he  desires  may  be  duly  attended  to  on  all  occasions 
wherein  the  division  as  a  body,  or  any  brigade  or  battalion  belonging  to  it,  shall 
be  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  exercise. 
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Tb  Col.  Maik  Wilkef.  Freneda,  80th  March,  I8]3« 

I  receive  by  yesterday's  post  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst,  in  which  you 
have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  memorial  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  of  yourself  and  other  gentlemen,  executors  named  in 
the  will  of  the  late  Oen.  Agnew,  in  favor  of  the  General's  family. 

Having  served  in  the  East  Indies  during  a  great  part  of  the  period 
referred  to  in  the  memorial,  and  having  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
public  transactions  in  that  country  of  that  period,  of  the  share  Major  Gen. 
Agnew  had  in  them,  of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  of 
the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  he  fulfilled  the  various  duties  with 
which  he  was  intrusted,  and  having  always  felt  the  greatest  regard  for  him 
as  an  officer  and  a  member  of  society,  I  should  feel  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion in  giving  my  aid  to  relieve  the  inconveniences  brought  on  his  family, 
in  a  great  measure  by  his  virtues  and  by  his  zealous  discharge  of  his  duty 
to  his  employers,  if  I  knew  of  any  channel  through  which  I  could  venture 
to  address  the  Court  of  Directors,  without  the  risk  of  being  supposed 
guilty  of  intrusion  upon  them. 

I  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  feel 
every  disposition  to  attend  to  your  forcible  appeal  to  their  generosity  and 
justice ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that,  if  you  can  point  out  to  me  any 
channel  by  which,  without  intrusion,  I  can  venture  to  recommend  your 
memorial  to  their  attention,  I  will  with  pleasure  avail  myself  of  your 
suggestion. 

To  Barl  Bathunt.  Freneda,  30th  March,  1813. 

You  have  gone  so  far  beyond  our  expectations  in  supplying  us  with 
money,  that  I  should  not  now  address  you  upon  this  subject,  only  that  I 
have  heard  a  report,  from  something  like  authority,  that  the  price  of 
silver  in  England  had  come  to  its  standard^  and  that  that  of  gold  was  fall- 
ing rapidly. 

I  beg  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  contents  of  a  letter  which  I  sent 
you  last  week  from  Sir  H.  Wellesley  in  regard  to  our  prospects  of  money 
from  Cadiz  for  the  British  army,  afler  providing  for  the  Spanish  subsidy. 
From  all  the  accounts  which  I  have  yet  received  of  the  produce  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Spanish  provinces  freed  from  the  enemy,  I  have  every 
reason  to  fear  that  we  shall  realise  but  little,  if  any  thing ;  and  yet  I  feel 
no  hesitation  in  predicting  now,  that  the  result  of  the  campaign  about  to 
be  opened  will  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  our  being  able  to  keep 
together,  in  a  state  for  service,  a  large  force  of  Spaniards,  which  can  be 
done  only  by  the  aid  of  money. 

I  must  also  inform  your  Lordship  that  our  debts  to  the  muleteers 
attached  to  this  army  are  becoming  a  very  serious  evil.  There  was  very 
lately  a  desertion  to  a  very  large  amount  from  Gen.  Hill's  corps,  pro- 
duced, I  believe,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  sharks^  called  British  mer- 
chants, residing  in  Lisbon,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, who  are  ready  to  do  any  thing  to  gain  a  little  by  the  public 
distresses.  In  proportion  as  the  success  of  the  army  may  clear  the 
country  of  the  enemy's  troops,  and  the  inland  traffic  will  revive,  we  must 
expect  the  desertion  of  this  useful  class  of  people,  unless  we  can  pay 
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them  a  part  of  what  we  owe  them,  and  their  future  hire  more  regularly 
than  we  have  that  which  they  have  earned  heretofore.  Any  desertion  of 
them  is  very  inconvenient,  and  a  very  large  desertion  would  be  fatal  to  us. 

I  likewise  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  a  new  head  of 
expense  which  has  begun  to  occur  only  lately,  that  is,  bounty  on  the  re- 
enlistment  of  British  soldiers.  The  demands  on  the  military  chest  on 
this  head  alone  at  this  moment  are  estimated  at  800,000  dollars,  which 
you  are  aware  cannot  be  postponed  without  serious  inconvenience  to 
the  service  at  large.  Yet  I  am  sure  I  don't  know  how  I  am  to  take 
the  field  in  the  first  week  in  May,  and  to  defray  this  demand  and  all 
the  others  for  Spanish  and  Portuguese  service  which  exist  on  our 
military  chest. 

I  have  brought  lihis  statement  under  your  view  only  because  I  hope, 
from  what  I  have  heard,  that  there  exist  now  in  England  means  of  reliev- 
ing  our  difficulties  to  a  very  great  extent. 

TktA,G,t9  Lima,  Gen.  the  Hon,  fV.  Stewart^  !«/  diMon.  30tfa  March,  1813. 

I  take  leave  to  return  to  you  the  letter  of  Major  Gen.  Stopford  and  the  accom 
punying  proceedings  of  medical  boards  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  inst., 
and  I  have  tlie  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding  in 
similar  cases  is  for  the  General  officer  commanding  the  division,  or  the  senior 
medical  officer  present  with  the  army,  to  order  a  board  of  medical  officers  to  as- 
semble in  order  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  cases  of  such  soldiers  as  may  be 
brought  before  them.  The  proceedings  of  such  medical  boards,  being  first  ap- 
proved by  the  senior  medical  officer  present  with  the  army,  are  then  transmitted 
to  the  senior  officer  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department  at  head  quarters,  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  being  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  for  decision  as  to  the 
isposal  of  the  soldiers  whose  cases  are  therein  reported  upon. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.  Pole.  Freneda,  3Ut  March,  ISIS. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Ith,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  trouble  you  take  with  my  concerns. 

Having  the  estate  in  Somersetshire,  I  should  prefer  a  purchase  in  that 
same  county  and  neighbourhood;  but  I  feel  no  objection  to  any  other; 

and  if can  be  bought  for  £70,000, 1  think  it  would  be  a  good 

purchase,  but  I  doubt  that  more  ought  to  be  given  for  it. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  8ir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  Slst  March,  1813. 

In  answer  to  those  parts  of  your  letters  of  the  25th  inst.  to  which  I  did 
not  reply  in  my  letter  of  the  other  night  by  the  courier,  I  have  to  recom- 
mend to  you  to  make  the  purchases  of  flour  to  be  sold  again,  if  you  should 
think  you  can  sell  it  with  advantage,  that  no  difficulties  will  be  thrown  in 
your  way  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  that  the  measure  is  not 
likely  to  become  generally  known.  If  it  should  be  so,  it  would  render  us 
very  unpopular,  however  useful  it  would  be  to  the  population  of  Cadiz. 
It  is  very  obvious,  however,  that  it  will  put  in  the  chest  the  whole  sum 
that  you  will  receive  for  the  flour,  as  that  will  be  paid  for  by  bills  on 
England. 

You  did  right  to  notice  the  paragraph  in  the  Conciso^  if  only  to  con- 
vince the  British  government  that  you  had  nothing  to  say  to  it.  You 
have  nothing  to  say,  any  more  than  I  have,  to 's  politics ;  and 
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fts  long  as  you  do  your  duty  by  the  government^  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
to  be  necessary  to  advert  in  any  way  to  his  opposition  measures.  I  hope 
that  nothing  will  induce  you  to  think  of  resigning  your  situation. 

I  was  pretty  certain  from  what  I  saw  in  the  papers  that,  notwithstanding 
her  majority,  La  Carlota  would  not  succeed  in  her  object.  The  ItbercUes 
must,  however,  take  care  what  they  are  about:  they  may  stir  up  the 
populace  of  the  seat  of  government  once  too  often ;  and  they  should  re- 
collect the  fate  of  aU  the  popular  leaders  of  the  French  revolution  by 
such  conduct.  I  am  quite  sick  of  the  whole  business,  which  every  day's 
experience  convinces  me  cannot  end  well,  be  our  military  success  what 
it  may.  We  have  done  the  Spaniards  a  great  deal  of  mischief  by  en- 
couraging them  to  establish  what  is  called  a  free,  but  what  is  really  a 
licentious,  press ;  and  so  we  shall  find  to  our  cost ! 

The  Minister  at  War  is  going  on  just  as  usual ;  and  I  must  either  resign, 
or  throw  him  and  the  government  on  their  responsibility ;  and  desire 
some  Member  of  the  Cortes  to  call  for  the  letters.  He  sends  orders  to 
the  troops,  and  so  do  I ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  neither  are  obeyed. 
I  wish  you  would  talk  on  the  subject  to  the  Cardinal. 

Pray  let  me  know  how  much  of  the  clothing  of  the  last  year  you  have 
got;  and  send  me  a  note  of  how  you  disposed  of  it.  I  will  send  you 
officially  the  account  of  the  disposal  of  mine. 

P.S.  It  appears  by  a  paper  of  the  13th  that  the  Russians  were  advancing 
on  Hamburgh.    God  send  that  they  may  not  go  too  far! 

To  Sari  Bathunt.  Freneda,  31  it  March,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  11th  inst  (No.  105), 
and  I  will  convey  the  orders  which  it  contains  to  the  officers  com- 
manding at  the  several  stations  in  the  Peninsula  within  the  limits  of  my 
command. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Lordship  that  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
officers  who  had  deserted  from  the  enemy  have  been  sent  to  England, 
from  Lisbon,  in  the  manner  described  in  your  dispatch ;  but  I  think  it 
right  to  inform  you  that  there  are  many  French  officers  (deserters)  now 
there,  of  whom  I  don't  know  how  to  dispose,  and  who  are  constantly 
making  applications  to  be  provided  for,  in  some  way  or  other. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  31  tt  March,  1813. 

The  King  arrived  at  Valladolid  on  the  23d,  and  was  still  in  that  city  on 
the  25th.  It  was  expected  that  the  head  quarters  of  the  Army  of  Por- 
tugal were  to  be  moved  to  Palencia. 

One  division  of  the  Army  of  the  South  have  arrived  at  Avila;  and  the 
1st  division  of  the  Army  of  Portugal,  hitherto  cantoned  in  that  province, 
have  moved  towards  the  Duero.  The  other  divisions  of  the  Army  of  the 
South,  as  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  my  last  dispatch,  with  very  few 
troops,  remain  in  La  Mancha. 

There  has  been  no  other  movement  of  importance  on  this  side  of  the 
Peninsula. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut. 
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Gen.  Sir  J.  Mnnmy,*  of  an  «Uaek  made  by  him  upon  the  enemy's  poat  at 
Alcoyi  on  the  7th  inat.  He  haa  established  his  posts  at  that  place,  and 
proposes  to  move  them  still  forwarder. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wdletley,  K.B.  Fkeneda,  2d  April,  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day,  I  have  turned  over  in  my  mind  the 
measure  said  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Spanish  government  to 
pass  a  law  to  prevent  the  entry  of  foreign  troops  into  Spanish  garrisons, 
which  I  find,  from  what  Wimpffen  says,  had  been  thought  of  before  he 
quitted  Cadiz ;  and  I  consider  it  likely  to  make  so  bad  an  impression 
abroad,  as  well  as  in  England,  that  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  you 
should  have  some  conversation  with  La  Vega,  ArgQelles,  and  some  of  the 
principal  people  in  the  Cortes,  in  order  to  apprise  them  in  what  manner 
this  question  really  stands. 

1st;  Spain  is  in  a  very  different  situation  in  respect  to  every  question 
that  can  come  under  consideration,  but  more  particularly  in  reference 
to  military  affairs,  from  any  other  country  in  Europe.  The  enemy  are 
still  in  possession  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  country,  having  only, 
within  a  few  months,  been  deprived  of  the  remainder  of  it.  The  Spanish 
army,  which  had  been  entirely  destroyed,  is  now  only  in  its  infancy,  and 
its  organization  and  formation  are  checked  by  difficulties  of  every  de- 
scription, and  the  principal  dependence  of  the  country  for  relief  from  the 
enemy  must  be  upon  the  aid  of  foreign  troops. 

2dly ;  It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  services  of  the  foreign  troops, 
nor  to  their  good  conduct,  particularly  in  Spanish  garrisons,  into  each  of 
which  they  have  come  by  invitation  from  the  government  of  Spain ;  but  I 
would  beg  those  who  are  to  consider  this  question,  to  see  whether  there 
is  any  ground  whatever  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  our  officers  and 
troops  for  jealousy  on  this  subject  If  that  is  the  case,  it  is  surely  un- 
wise to  insult  an  ally,  and  to  afford  ground  for  the  abuse  of  our  character 
by  such  an  enactment 

*  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Muiiay,  Bart,  to  Gen.  the  Mftrquis  of  WeUiugton,  K.G. 

Alicante^  lOtb  March,  1813. 

I  had  the  honor,  iu  inv  letter  of  the  26th  ult.,  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  1  had 
taken  the  command  of  the  division  of  the  Mediterranean  army  serving  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Spain. 

Smce  my  letter  of  (he  26th  Feb.,  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred. 

On  the  3d  inst,  when  reconnaitring  the  position  of  Alcoy,  it  became  necessary  to  drive 
in  the  advanssd  posts.  The  enemy  lost  in  the  action,  as  I  have  been  informed,  one  officer 
killed,  and  about  20  men  killed  and  wounded. 

The  possession  of  Alcoy  appeared  to  roe  of  importance;  and  having  had  a  very  accurate 
view  of  the  position,  I  tbougnt  it  possible,  iu  carrying  the  place,  to  cut  off  the  corps  sta- 
tioned there.  With  this  intention,  on  the  6th  iust  1  directed  the  march  of  a  part  of  the 
army  on  Alcoy,  and  attacked  that  post  on  the  morning  of  the  7th ;  but  by  the  unfortunate 
delay  of  the  column  which  was  destined  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  the  enemy  effected  his  escape ; 
had  this  column  arrived  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before^  not  a  man  could  have  got  off.  The 
advanced  guard  of  tlie  column  destined  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  drove  him  about  6  or 
7  miles,  when  I  found  the  soldiers  so  much  &tigued,  that  even  had  I  wished,  I  could  have 
pressed  them  no  farther.  Tlie  country  over  which  the  enemy  retired  was  extremely 
nivorable  for  him,  and  certainly  might  have  been  much  better  defended.  He  was  on  this 
account  enabled  to  dupose  of  his  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  cannot  state  his  loss.  ^  That 
on  the  part  of  the  allied  army  is  inconsiderable.  1  have  much  satisfaction  in  acquainting 
your  Lordsliip,  that  trifling  as  these  affairs  have  proved,  they  are  sufficient  to  give  me  great 
confldence  in  the  troops  which  were  engaged ;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  1  have  noticed 
the  state  of  Major  Gen.  Whittingham's  division  of  the  Spanish  army. 
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3dl7 ;  The  measure  may  be  attended  by  the  most  serious  inconvenience. 
I  have  British  officers  and  soldiers  at  this  moment  employed  in  fiadajoz 
and  Ciudad  Rodrigo  in  repairs  and  improvements,  which  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  their  assistance.  Works  of  the  same  de- 
scription are  carrying  on  in  the  same  manner  at  Carthagena,  Alicante, 
Tarifa,  and  even  on  tibe  Isla  itself,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Cortes.  All 
these  must  be  discontinued ;  as  it  must  be  supposed  that  after  such  an 
insult  to  our  character,  I  can  never  allow  an  officer  or  soldier  to  go  near 
a  Spanish  fortress.  This  may  be  attended  by  the  most  serious  inconveni- 
ences and  losses.  We  must  not  believe  that  we  are  yet  arrived  at  that 
point  of  our  affairs  in  Spain,  that  we  may  not  meet  with  defeat,  or  that 
we  may  not  again  be  obliged  to  withdraw  near  to  our  magazines,  or  that 
when  the  necessity  for  such  a  measure  occurs,  there  will  not  be  a  very 
serious  desertion  and  dispersion  of  Spanish  troops.  It  is  notorious  that, 
on  these  occasions,  the  last  place  to  which  a  Spanish  soldier  will  go  is  a 
fortified  garrison,  which,  in  such  a  case,  incurs  the  risk  of  being  left 
without  defence.  This  was  so  much  the  case  when  we  fell  back  upon  the 
Agueda  last  winter,  and  the  desertion  from  the  garrison  which  was  in 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  was  so  great,  that  I  had  determined,  if  the  enemy  bad 
continued  to  advance,  to  throw  into  that  place  a  garrison  of  British  troops; 
and  actually  left  a  division  in  the  suburbs  for  that  purpose  when  the  rest 
of  the  army  went  into  cantonments.  It  might  happen  to  me  to  be  obliged 
to  retire  again ;  it  may  happen  to  Sir  J.  Murray  to  be  obliged  to  retire : 
what  will  be  said  if  Ciudad  Rodrigo  is  to  be  lost  on  one  side,  or  Alicante 
on  the  other,  in  consequence  of  these  movements  ? 

4thly ;  The  government  and  Cortes  of  Spain  should  observe  that  they 
have  no  magazines  of  either  stores  or  provisions  in  any  of  their  fortresses, 
not  supplied  by  Great  Britain.  The  magazines  in  Badajoz  and  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  are  those  belonging  to  this  army.  ITiey  cannot  expect  that,  after 
such  an  insult  to  our  integrity,  I  shall  leave  them  in  tliose  places. 

The  measure  will  really  be  one  of  wanton  insult,  which  will  do  more 
harm  to  the  cause  for  which  we  are  contending  than  any  thing  that  has 
yet  been  done.  If  the  Cortes  are  seriously  desirous  that  our  troops  should 
not  be  in  their  garrisons,  let  them  say  so  quietly,  and  I  will  withdraw 
them ;  but  while  we  are  embarked  in  the  same  cause,  and  engaged  in  this 
arduous  contest,  don't  let  us  insult  each  other  by  legislative  measures. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  'Spanish  Regency  neither  have,  nor  can  have,  any 
power;  and  I  don't  know  of  any  party  in  the  Cortes  with  which  you 
could  connect  yourself  more  closely,  so  as  to  have  more  influence  over 
the  measures  in  contemplation.  It  appears  that  the  newspapers  guide 
every  thing,  and  I  have  often  considered  that  it  might  be  worth  your 
while  to  have  such  a  control  over  one  or  two  of  them,  as  to  be  certain 
that  they  would  insert  that  of  which  you  would  wish  the  public  at  Cadiz 
to  be  informed.  This  is  a  matter,  however,  to  be  managed  with  great 
secrecy  and  discretion,  and  whatever  you  should  think  proper  to  publish, 
should  be  confined  to  a  simple  statement  of  facts  and  dates,  in  plain  lan- 
guage, with  the  obvious  reasoning  resulting  from  them. 

If  you  should  find  the  government  and  Cortes  determined  to  pase  the 
proposed  law,  1  think  you  should  desire  Major  Gen.  Cooke  to  remove  all 
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the  British  troops  and  establishments  from  Cadiz  to  the  Isla,  without  loetf 
of  time ;  and  it  is  much  better  to  make  no  remonstrances. 

The  mail  is  arrived  to  the  19th  March.  The  news  remarkably  good« 
The  King  of  Prussia  has  joined  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  The  Emperor 
of  Austria  has  consented  to  an  armistice  with  Russia,  indefinite  as  to  period 
of  time.  He  has  proposed  himself  as  a  mediator  of  a  general  peace. 
CJount  Weissenberg  is  expected  in  England  every  day  on  that  subject 
Dantzic  has  not  fallen. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  La  Vega,  which  I  beg  you  to  read  and  deliver  to 
him.  I  can't  go  on  with  these  people  unless  I  can  set  them  to  rights.  I 
likewise  enclose  a.  letter,  which  Alava  desired  me  to  request  you  would 
have  delivered. 

To  Sefior  Don  A.  A.  de  la  Vega,  Infamoik  Freneda,  8d  April,  1813, 

Before  I  accepted  the  command  of  the  Spanish  armies  and  went  to 
Cadiz,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  late  Regency,  on  the  4th  Dec.,  in  which  I 
apprised  them  of  my  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  armies,  of  the  difficulty 
which  I  should  find  in  exercising  the  command,  and  of  the  powers  with 
which  it  was  necessary  that  the  government  should  intrust  me ;  and  after 
I  went  to  Cadiz  I  wrote  them  a  second  letter  on  the  subject,  on  the  25th 
Dec,  in  which  I  explained,  and  again  urged  them  to  agree  to  what  I  had 
proposed  in  my  first  letter  of  the  4th  Dec. ;  and  afler  repeated  discussions 
they  did  fully  agree  to  these  proposals  of  mine,  in  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  at  War,  of  the  1st  Jan.  My  object  in  proposing  these  measure^ 
was  to  place  the  armies  of  Spain  on  the  same  footing  of  subordination 
and  discipline  with  the  other  armies  of  Europe ;  and  to  preclude  all 
chance  of  the  continuance  of  those  intrigues,  by  applications  to  the 
government  which  had  brought  the  army  to  the  state  in  which  I  found  it. 
I  could  have  no  object,  or  wish  of  ambition,  personal  to  myself.  There 
lure  not  10  officers  in  the  army  whom  I  know  even  by  sight  I  can  have 
no  feeling  for  any  but  the  public  interest,  connected  as  it  is  with  the 
discipline  of  the  army. 

Another  proof  that  I  can  have  no  object  of  that  description,  is  to  be 
found  in  my  letter  to  the  government,  of  the  2lth  Dec.,  in  which  I  pro- 
posed that  the  Captains  General  of  the  different  armies,  and  not  myself, 
should  be  the  Captains  General  of  the  provinces  allotted  for  their  support; 
and  that  in  their  hands  should  be  vested  all  the  power  which  the  military 
were  to  have  in  the  country. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  inform  you,  that  whatever  my  views  may  have 
been,  they  have  been  entirely  frustrated  by  the  departure  of  the  govern- 
ment from  every  article  of  their  engagements  with  me,  as  sanctioned  by 
their  letter  of  the  1st  Jan* 

1st;  They  have  removed  officers  from  their  stations,  and  have  placed 
them  in  others,  without  any  recommendation  from  me,  or  any  other  supe- 
rior officer ;  and  without  even  acquainting  me,  or  the  superiors  of  those 
officers,  that  they  had  made  such  arrangements. 

2dly;  They  have  appointed  officers  to  stations  without  my  recom* 
mendation,  or  that  of  any  other  superior  officer;  and  have  given  them 
assurances  that  they  should  remain  in  those  stations,  contrary  to  their  en- 
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gagementa  with  me ;  and  to  the  Royal  OrdenanzaSf  bj  which  the  powers 
and  responsibility  of  the  Captains  General  of  the  provinces  are  regulated. 

3dly ;  They  have,  without  my  recommendation,  or  sending  through 
me  their  orders,  and  even  without  acquainting  me  with  their  intentions, 
moved  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry  from  the  army  to  which  they  be- 
longed, to  other  stations;  and  this  without  any  reason,  that  I  am  ac* 
quainted  with,  of  a  public  nature.  By  this  last  measure  the  greatest 
inconvenience  and  confusion  has  been  produced. 

I  had  proposed,  and  the  government  had  consented  to,  a  reform  of  the 
cavalry ;  and  they  had  ordered  that  it  should  be  carried  into  execution. 
I  sent  orders  in  consequence,  and  I  might  have  hoped  that  the  armies 
would  have  had  a  tolerably  well  organised  cavalry  by  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign.  Instead  of  that,  I  find  that  the  government  have  like- 
wise sent  orders  to  the  same  corps  different  from  those  which  I  had  sent; 
and  I  am  informed,  but  not  by  the  Minister  at  War,  that  the  cavalry  which 
I  had  destined  to  form  part  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  in  May,  had  been  ordered,  some  of  it  on  the  6th  Feb.,  and 
others  on  the  6th  March,  without  my  knowledge,  to  the  Isla  de  Leon, 
there  to  join  a  cavalry  dep^t,  which  has  been  formed  at  that  station,  like- 
wise without  my  knowledge.  Another  corps  of  cavalry,  ordered  by  me 
to  Alicante,  to  receive  its  clothing  and  horse  appointments  there,  has  been 
ordered  by  the  Minister  at  War  to  the  province  of  Seville. 

I  have  frequently  remonstrated  upon  these  breaches  of  agreement  with 
me,  and  on  the  evils  likely  to  result  from  them ;  but  I  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain  from  the  government  any  satisfactory  reply,  whether  they 
intended  to  conform  to  their  agreement  with  me  or  not. 

To  this  statement  add,  that  owing  to  the  delays  of  the  government  in 
issuing  the  orders  to  the  financial  departments  in  the  provinces,  to  carry 
into  execution  the  measures  decreed  by  the  Cortes,  and  arranged  with  me 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  armies,  that  branch  of  the  service  is  in 
the  same  confusion  as  it  was  in  the  end  of  last  year.  All  the  armies  are 
in  the  greatest  distress,  for  want  of  pay  and  provisions ;  nothing  can  be 
realised  even  from  those  provinces  which  have  been  longest  freed  from 
the  enemy ;  and  the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  of  the  allies,  that 
we  should  have  a  good  Spanish  army  in  this  campaign,  will  certainly  be 
disappointed. 

I  am  fully  alive  to  the  importance  which  has  been  attached  throughout 
Spain,  as  well  as  in  England  and  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  to  the  circum- 
stance of  my  having  been  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  Spanish 
armies ;  and  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  Staff,  who  are  here  with  me,  will, 
I  am  convinced,  do  justice  to  Uie  interest,  the  devotion,  and  diligence 
with  which  I  have  labored  to  place  the  military  affairs  of  the  country  in 
the  state  in  which  they  ought  to  be,  But  I  have  a  character  to  lose ;  and 
in  proportion  as  expectation  has  been  raised  by  my  appointment,  will  be 
the  extent  of  the  disappointment  and  regret  at  finding  that  things  are  no 
better  than  they  were  before. 

I  confess  that  I  don't  feel  inclined  to  become  the  object  of  these  dis- 
agreeable sensations,  either  in  Spain,  in  England,  or  throughout  Europe ; 
and  unless  some  measures  can  be  adopted  to  prevail  upon  the  government 
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to  force  the  Minister  at  War  to  perform  the  engi^ements  of  the  govern* 
ment  with  me,  I  must,  however  unwillingly,  resign  a  situation  and  trust 
which  I  should  not  have  accepted  if  these  engagements  had  not  been  entered 
into,  and  I  had  not  believed  that  they  would  have  been  adhered  to. 

I  have  written  you  this  long  story,  because  I  believe  you  were  prin- 
cipally instrumental  in  producing  the  unanimous  votes  of  the  Cortes,  that 
the  command  of  the  army  should  be  conferred  upon  me ;  and  I  wish  you 
to  communicate  this  letter  to  Senor  Arguelles  and  the  Conde  de  Toreno; 
and  to  Senor  Ciscar,  who,  I  believe,  was  the  person  who  first  moved  the 
subject  in  the  Cortes.  I  wish  them  to  call  for  all  my  letters  to  the 
Minister  at  War  and  his  answers,  from  the  Ist  Dec.  last  to  the  present 
day ;  and  they  will  learn  from  them  the  exact  state  of  the  case ;  and  will 
be  able  to  judge  whether  any,  and  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted. 
But  I  must  tell  you  that,  whatever  may  be  their  opinion  regarding  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  by  the  Cortes  on  this  subject,  I  must  reserve  to 
myself  the  power  of  acting  according  to  my  own  judgment ;  and  if  the 
agreement  made  with  me,  or  something  substantially  the  same,  is  not 
adhered  to  by  the  Regency,  I  must  resign  my  situation. 

I  have  now  to  tell  you,  that  I  propose  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of 
the  Allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  as  soon  as  the  rain  shall  have 
fallen,  and  the  appearance  of  the  green  forage  will  enable  me  to  support 
the  cavalry  of  the  army ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you,  that,  owing  to  the 
measures  which  are  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I  don't  believe  that  a  single 
Spanish  soldier  will  be  able  to  take  the  field  till  after  the  harvest. 

To  Hig  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Frcneda,  3d  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  March,  enclosing  another  anony- 
mous letter  from  Cadiz.  As  the  police  must  know  the  person  to  whom 
this  letter  is  addressed,  it  might  be  possible  to  discover,  through  his  means, 
by  whom  the  letter  is  written. 

7%e  J.G.  to  Mqjor  Gtn,  Hajf,  5/A  divmtm.  3d  April,  1813. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter  of  the  Ist  inst, 
I  have  been  directed  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  remarks  of  his  Lord- 
ship on  the  subject  of  the  robbery  of  the  mail  on  the  29th  ult,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lamego,  by  3  British  soldiers  :  That  his  Lordship  is  concerned  to  hear 
of  this  circumstance ;  that  it  shows  that  but  little  attention  is  paid  by  the  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  regiments  composing  the  5th  division  to  the 
conduct  of  their  men,  otherwise  such  an  event  could  not  occur,  and  most  parti- 
cularly, the  men  could  not  destroy  or  dispose  of  the  contents  of  the  mail  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  if  either  did  their 
duty ;  that  his  Lordship  augurs  but  ill  of  the  corps  of  the  5th  division  in  conse- 
quence of  thb  circumstance,  but  he  hopes  that  he  shall  find  them  better  than  he 
now  believes  them  to  be ;  that  the  men  who  committed  this  crime  should  not 
have  been  able  to  be  so  long  from  their  quarters  wit|;iout  its  being  known  to  their 
officers,  if  these  did  their  duty ;  and  most  particularly  that  they  ought  not  to  have 
been  able  to  dispose  of  the  contents  of  the  m^l  bag.  I  have  to  add  that  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  the 
contents  of  this  letter  to  the  several  Commanding  officers  of  corps  in  the  5th 
division. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leitfa,  K.B.  Freneda,  4th  April,  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  by  the  last  post.     I  have  recommended  for  pro- 
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motion,  upon  every  occasion  in  which  I  have  heen  permitted  to  recom*^ 
mend,  those  officers  recommended  to  me  by  Uie  General  officers  serring 
under  my  command,  excepting  in  cases  in  which  they  have  injured  those 
whom  they  wished  to  serve,  by  recommending  too  many. 

In  such  cases  I  have  been  obliged  to  select  from  their  lists  the  names 
of  those  who,  it  appeared  to  me,  were  most  deserving ;  and  in  some  cases, 
as  in  the  siege  of  Badajoz,  I  have  referred  the  whole  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  who  has  promoted  those  he  thought  proper.  After  the  battle  of 
Salamanca,  I  don't  recollect  that  you  recommended  any  body  to  me ;  and 
certainly  if  you  had  recommended  Capt  Dowson  to  me,  I  should  have 
recommended  him.  After  that  battle  there  were  6  officers  promoted, 
belonging  to  the  5th  division,  all  recommended  by  Gen.  Pringle ;  and 
there  was  one  recommended  by  him.  Major  Faunce,  of  the  4th  regt, 
who  was  not  promoted.  I  am  afraid  it  is  now  too  late  to  hope  that  Capt 
Dowson  will  be  promoted.  But  to  show  you  that  I  don't  forget  your 
wishes,  I  inform  you  that  I  have  recommended  that  Mr.  Hay,*  your  aide 
de  camp,  might  be  promoted  to  the  only  company  that  has  been  at  my 
disposal  for  a  very  considerable  length  of  time. 

I  hope  that  your  health  has  been  improved  by  your  voyage  to  England. 

To  Earl  Bathont  Freneda,  4th  April,  1813. 

I  think  it  proper  to  mention  to  you,  that  since  the  accounts  have  been 
received  of  the  defection  of  the  King  of  Prussia  from  the  cause  of  France, 
and  his  junction  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  Prince  of  Orange  has 
expressed  a  desire  to  go  to  Germany  to  join  the  King.  I  recommended 
him  to  consult  the  wishes  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  and  he  proposes 
to  write  to  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  subject  by  the  first  mail. 

To  Major  Gen.  Banm  V.  Alten.  Freneda,  6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 

I  have  received  orders  from  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the 
Sec.  of  State  to  allow  soldiers  from  all  the  regiments  of  cavalry  in  this 
country  to  volunteer  their  services  in  the  Staff  corps  of  cavalry  to  be 
formed ;  and  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  I  should  except  the  soldiers  of 
the from  the  benefits  of  this  arrangement. 

I  have  likewise  received  the  orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  draft 

the  horses  from  the ^  if  more  horses  should  be  wanted  for  the 

other  regiments  of  cavalry  in  this  country ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  and  feelings  of  the  regiment  on  the  subject,  I  shall  certainly  obey 
the  orders  if  it  should  be  necessary. 

1  did  not  require  the  assistance. of  the  opinion  of to  be  aware 

of  the  services  and  merits  of  the ,  which  I  probably  should  have 

taken  a  proper  opportunity  of  expressing,  if  it  had  not  appeared  from 
your  letter  that  the  probability  that  the  horses  of  the  regiment  would  be 
drafted  (which,  by  the  by,  has  never  been  communicated  to  the  regiment 
in  any  manner,  or  to  any  individual  in  it  excepting  yourself)  had  occa- 
sioned a  dissatisfkction,  which  appears  to  me  rather  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  military  discipline  and  subordination,  which  had  induced 

•  Sir  A.  Leitb  Hay. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


400  PORTUGAL. 

you  *  to  euivise  the  regiment  to  bear  their  fate  quietly,  and  as  good 
disciplined  and  brave  soldiers  ought  to  do,  and  to  behave  on  their 
march  every  where  as  such ;'  and  to  tell  me  that  *  you  trust  they  will 
do  so.' 

I  had  believed  the would  certainly  behave  in  such  a  manner 

on  all  occasions  and  under  all  circumstances ;  and  that,  if  there  should  be 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  something  more  forcible  than  advice  would  have 
been  given  to  insure  their  good  behaviour. 

I  now  have  to  inform  you  that,  if  I  should  find  it  necessary  to  order 

that  the  horses  should  be  drafted  from  the in  consequence  of 

the  Commander  in  ChiePs  directions,  I  shall  order to  march 

with  the  regiment  as  their  Colonel,  and  to  remain  with  them  till  they  shall 
be  embarked,  in  order  that  I  may  be  certain  that  they  will  behave  them- 
selves, under  the  circumstances,  *  as  good  disciplined  and  brave  soldiers 
ought ;'  and  that,  contrary  to  my  usual  practice,  I  shall  refrain  from  pay- 
ing, in  G.  O.,  the  compliment  which  I  may  deem  their  services  to  deserve 
till  they  shall  have  quitted  the  country* 

To  Major  Geo.  Cooke.  Freneda,  6th  A|nl,  1813. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Minister  at  War,  by  which  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  Regency  have  appointed  Lieut.  Gen.  Valdez  to  be 
Captain  General  of  Cadiz  and  a  district  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  certain 
military  powers  over  the  troops  within  it,  which  measure  renders  it  neces- 
sary that  I  should  give  you  corresponding  instructions. 

You  will  observe  that,  under  the  3d  article  contained  in  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Frere  of  the  5th  Feb.  1810,  enclosed  in  my  letter  to  Gen,  the  Hon. 
W.  Stewart  of  that  date,  as  his  instructions,  it  was  stipulated  with  the 
Spanish  government,  when  first  the  British  troops  were  detached  from 
this  army  to  Cadiz,  *  that  they,  as  well  as  their  officers,  were  to  be  relieved 
as  often  as  might  be  deemed  necessary ;'  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  or 
difficulty  upon  that  point.  But,  Gen.  Valdez  being  the  Governor  of 
Cadiz  and  the  Captain  General  of  that  city  and  its  district,  and  having  the 
sole  and  exclusive  command  on  the  Isla,  &c.,  it  is  necessary  that,  when- 
ever you  should  be  ordered  by  me,  or  should  find  it  necessary,  to  detach 
any  troops  from  Cadiz,  or  should  be  ordered,  or  should  find  it  necessary, 
to  relieve  those  there  by  others,  or  to  make  any  alteration  of  the  force 
there,  or  of  the  individuals  composing  it,  you  should  wait  upon  Gen. 
Valdez,  and  make  him  acquainted  with  the  directions  which  you  have 
received,  and  obtain  his  consent  to  their  being  carried  into  execution.  I 
beg  you  to  communicate  these  instructions  to  His  Majesty's  ambassador 
at  Cadiz,  and  that  you  will  inform  Gen.  Valdez  that  you  have  received 
them. 

To  Major  Geo.  Cooke.  Freneda,  6tb  A|iri],  1813. 

I  beg  you  to  send  orders  to  the  2d  batt  67th  regt.  to  embark  at  Cartiia- 
gena  in  vessels  which  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  will  send  there  for  their 
removal,  and  to  proceed  to  join  the  troops  under  his  command  at  Alicante. 
The  Commanding  officer  at  Carthagena  will  of  course  make  the  necessary 
communications  to  the  Governor  of  Carthagena  for  his  information.    The 
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ftTtillery,  &c.,  are  to  remain  at  Carthagena  in  charge  of  the  British  stores, 
ftc,  at  that  place. 

I  request  you  likewise  to  send  to  Alicante,  to  join  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J. 
Murray,  two  officers  of  the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers,  if  they  can  he 
spared  from  Tiuifa  or  Cadiz. 

To  Lieut  G«o.  Sir  J.  Munay,  But.  Freneda,  Otfa  April,  1813. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  last  night  your  letters,  Noe.  3,  4,  and  5,  of 
the  23d,  25th,  and  27th  March,  in  which  you  have  informed  me  of  your 
further  operations  since  the  10th  March,  of  your  plan  to  detach  Gen. 
Roche's  division  on  an  expedition  on  the  coast  to  the  enemy's  rear,  and 
of  your  receiving  the  directions  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the 
13tii  March  to  send  hack  to  Sicily  certain  of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand mentioned  in  his  letter,  on  account  of  certain  political  events  in 
that  island. 

I  now  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Sec. 
of  State,  dated  the  16th  Feh.,  conveying  the  directions  of  his  Lordship 
both  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck  and  myself,  in  regard  to  the  command  of  tlie 
allied  British  and  Sicilian  troops  employed  in  the  Peninsula.^ 

Although  I  have  had  these  instructions  in  my  possession  for  about  a 
fortnight,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  any  direc- 
tions founded  upon  them,  because  I  conceive  that  the  instructions  hereto- 
fore sent  by  the  Sec.  of  State  and  by  me  to  your  predecessor  applied  to  all 
the  cases  supposed  and  provided  for  in  these  instructions. 

Lest,  however,  you  should  have  received  these  instructions  from  the 
Sec.  of  State  subsequent  to  the  period  at  which  you  will  have  received 
Lord  W.  Bentinck's  directions  of  the  13th  March,  and  before  you  will 
have  carried  them  into  execution,  I  think  it  proper  to  take  the  earliest 
opportuni^  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  these  instructions,  and 
to  inform  you  of  my  opinion  of  them  as  applicable  to  the  existing  call  for 
troops  from  Sicily. 

The  Sec.  of  State  did  not  advert  to  the  possible  call  of  the  troops  from 
Sicily  on  the  ground  of  a  counter-revolution  in  the  government,  or  of 
consequent  internal  disturbances ;  but  the  object  of  his  orders  is,  that  I 
should  send  the  troops  back,  if  there  should  exist  any  real  necessity  for 
that  measure.  My  judgment  must  be  guided,  in  deciding  on  this  question, 
by  the  report  of  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
his  opinion  on  them ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  desiring  that  the  troops 
called  for  by  Lord  W.  Bentinck  may  be  sent  forthwith,  according  to  his 
directions,  if,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  the  Sec. 
of  State  of  the  16th  Feb.,  you  should  have  delayed  to  send  them  waiting 
orders  from  me. 

I  should  have  preferred  sending  whole  battalions  of  the  same  numbers 
to  sending  detachments  of  flank  companies ;  but  Lord  W.  Bentinck  knows 
his  own  army  and  his  own  concerns  best,  and  I  don't  wish  to  interfere  in 
any  of  his  arrangements.  I  don't  understand,  however,  exactly,  from  the 
letter,  whether  you  are  to  send  both  flank  companies  from  each  of  the 
Knglish  regiments  named,  or  only  from  the  Germans ;  and  I  request  to 
bear  from  you  on  this  point  as  soon  as  possible. 

VOL.  VI.  2  D 
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I  have  directed  that  the  2d  hatt.  62d  regt  may  join  you  from  Cartha- 
gena.  This  detachment  certainly  makes  a  serious  diminution  from  that 
part  of  your  force  upon  whose  exertions  im^^cit  reliance  might  he  placed ; 
hut  I  still  hope  you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  carry  on  the  operations, 
which  I  propose  should  he  carried  on  on  the  Eastern  coast,  with  the  assistance 
of  other  Spanbh  corps,  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  give  you. 

I  heg  you  to  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart  Freneda,  6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  25di  and  27th  March,  and  I  send  here- 
with an  official  answer  in  regard  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck's  call  for  the  troops. 

In  regard  to ,  I  have  sent  for  the  Commanding  officer  of 

the  artillery  and  will  give  you  an  answer  in  the  postscript  to  this  letter. 
I  rather  believe,  however,,  that  he  is  the  Captain  of  one  of  the  companies 
of  artillery  sent  from  this  army  to  join  the  idlied  British  and  Sicilian  corps, 
and  that  he  can't  be  called  from  his  company  without  cause  publicly  assigned. 

We  found  him  here  a  very  capable  officer,  and  he  was  promoted  to  be 

by  brevet  for  his  conduct  at  two  sieges. 

I  can't  give  you  more  troops  than  the  battalion  at  Carthagena.  We  have 
only  one  English  regiment  (Uie  29th)  at  Cadiz,  which  has  been  sent  there 
because  it  is  unfit  to  serve  in  the  field.  You  must  recollect  what  I  told 
you  in  a  former  letter  about  sending  the  battalion  back  to  Carthagena  in 
case  of  accidents. 

In  regard  to  feeding  the  Spanish  troops  in.  Spain,  I  have  invariably  set 
my  face  against  it,  and  have  never  consented  to  it  or  done  it,  even  for  a 
day,  in  any  instance.  My  reasons  are :  1st;  That  it  entails  upon  Great 
Britain  an  expense  which  the  country  is  unable  to  bear.  2dly;  That  it 
entails  upon  the  departments  of  the  army  which  undertake  it  a  detail  of 
business  and  a  burthen  in  respect  to  transport  and  other  means,  to  which 
the  departments,  if  formed  upon  any  moderate  scale,  must  be  quite  un- 
equal. 3dly ;  I  know  from  experience  that,  if  we  don't  interfere,  the 
Spanish  troops,  particularly  if  paid  as  yours  are,  and  in  limited  numbers, 
will  not  want  food  in  any  part  of  Spain ;  whereas  the  best  and  most  expe- 
rienced of  our  departments  would  not  be  able  to  draw  from  the  country 
resources  for  them. 

I  have  already  consented  to  the  formation  of  a  magazine  for  the  use  of 
Qen.  Whittingham's  and  Gen.  Roche's  corps  for  a  certain  number  of  days, 
if  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  give  them  assistance  of  this  description. 
I  can  go  no  farther ;  and  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  if  you  give  assist- 
ance at  all,  to  give  over  a  magazine  to  last  a  given  time,  but  not  to  take 
upon  yourself  to  supply  the  Spanish  troops  engaged  in  operations.  If, 
however,  you  should,  notwithstanding  this  recommendation,  take  upon 
yourself  to  give  such  supplies,  I  must  object,  as  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Spanish  army,  to  your  giving  more  than  bread  to  the  troops  who 
receive  pay,  as  that  is  positively  contrary  to  the  regulations  and  customs 
of  the  Spanish  army.     I  recommend  to  you  also  to  attend  with  caution  to 

the  demands  of  both  Gen. and  Gen. ,  and  to  observe  that,  in 

proportion  as  you  will  comply  with  their  demands,  demands  will  be  made 
upon  you  by  Gen.  Elio  and  others,  and  you  will  involve  yourself  in  a  scale 
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of  expense  and  difficulty  which  will  cramp  all  your  operations,  and  which 
is  quite  inconsistent  with  the  views  of  government  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
the  Peninsula. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  seen  the  Commanding  officer  of  artillery, 

and  I  have  settled  with  him  that  — *s  company  of  artillery  on 

the  eastern  coast  shall  be  relieved  by  a  company  now  at  Lisbon,  which 

will  be  sent  round ;  and,  as  soon  as  relieved,  I  request  you  to  send 

and  his  company  of  artillery  round  in  the  same  transports  to 

Lisbon.  I  don't  believe  that  the  engineer  officers  can  be  spared  from 
Carthagena ;  but  I  write  to  Gen.  Cooke  to  request  that  he  will  send  you 
two  from  Tarifa. 

P.S.  You  will  of  course  endeavor  to  keep  secret,  as  long  as  you  can,  the 
departure  of  the  troops  for  Sicily,  and  the  object  of  their  b^g  detached. 

To  lieut  G«n.  Sir  J.  Momy,  Bart  fVeo«la,  6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  omitted  to  request  you  to  send  vessels  to  Carthagena  to  bring 
away  the  2d  batt.  67th  regt  to  Alicante. 

Au  Duque  del  In&ntado.  Frenada,  ce  6  Ami,  1813. 

Je  n'ai  pas  encore  ^rit  au  gouvemement  pour  leur  proposer  de  vous 
employer  k  Parm<$e,  et  les  moyens  de  le  faire,  parcequ'en  causant  sur  ce 
sujet  avec  le  G^nc^ral  Wimpffen,  il  lui  a  paru  aussi  qu'ayant  en  vue  la 
mani^re  dont  la  demi^re  B^gence  a  M  dissoute,  il  valait  mieux  retarder 
cette  proposition  pendant  quelques  jours,  pour  donner  le  tempd  aux 
esprits  de  se  calmer,  et  pour  qu'on  ne  crut  pas  que  vous  avies  propose  de 
servir  k  Vsxmie  pour  vous  soustraire  aux  poursuites  qu'on  pourrait  se 
croire  en  droit  de  faire  de  votre  conduite  pendant  la  Rt^enoe,  tenant  en 
vue  votre  responsabilit^. 

Mais,  comme  je  crois  que  les  choses  se  sont  calmtSes  depuis  qu'on  a 
nomm^  permanente  la  nouvelle  R^ence,  je  compte  ^rire  k  ce  sujet  au 
gouvemement  par  la  premiere  occasion ;  et  je  vous  prie  de  vous  tenir 
prdt  k  partir. 

To  the  Minifter  at  War,  Cadii.  Freneda,  6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  been  informed,  by  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  28th  ult,  of 
the  decision  taken  by  their  Highnesses  the  Regency  of  Spain,  that  a  new 
Captain  Generalship  should  be  formed  for  the  province  of  Cadiz,  which, 
together  with  the  troops  actually  in  that  district,  should  be  independent  of 
any  other  Chief;  and  naming  for  this  new  command,  Gen.  Don  Cayetano 
Valdez,  who  shall  receive  his  orders  from  only  the  Regency  of  the 
Kingdom. 

In  obedience  to  this  superior  command,  I  shall  give  orders  to  the 
respective  Captains  General  concerned  to  obey  it ;  and  henceforth  not  to 
include,  in  their  state  of  the  troops  under  their  command,  those  now 
comprised  within  this  new  district;  nor  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
resources  of  those  parts  of  the  country  assigned  for  their  support, 
trusting  that  the  Regency  will  replace  these  by  others,  with  the  view 
that  with  such  there  may  be  sufficient  to  maintain  them. 

With  respect  to  this  new  arrangement,  I  beg  leave  to  make  some 
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observations  to  your  Excellency,  which  I  think  necessary  to  be  placed 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Regency.  There  will  be,  in  consequence 
of  their  order,  a  corps  of  the  army  entirely  independent  of  my  authority ; 
as  also  seyeral  establishments  of  instruction  in  the  two  principal  arms 
withdrawn  entirely  from  my  cognizance  or  control. 

I  don't  make  this  observation  to  your  Excellency  as  complaining  of 
any  diminution  of  my  authority ;  on  the  contrary,  I  consider  the  Regency's 
decision  as  a  wise  measure,  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  moment, 
and  preventing  a  thousand  causes  of  dissension  which  would  undoubtedly 
arise  without  it ;  but  I  think  certain  restrictions  necessary,  without  which 
it  will  be  impossible  to  complete  the  organisation  of  the  armies  in  con- 
formity to  what  I  have  proposed. 

When,  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  Dec.  last,  I  stated  distinctly  as  my 
first  proposition,  *that  officers  should  be  promoted  and  appointed  to 
commands  solely  at  my  recommendation,'  in  this  request  I  did  not  refer 
to  the  regular  regimental  promotions  under  the  25th  title  of  the  Orde- 
nanzas  (which  Ordenanzcu  I  require  should  be  obeyed  in  every  article), 
but  to  the  extraordinary  promotions  which  the  government  are  in  the 
habit  of  conferring  upon  officers  for  extraordinary  services.  I  required 
that '  no  promotion  of  this  description,  nor  appointment  of  any  description, 
should  be  made  to  any  command,  whether  in  chief  or  of  a  division,  or  of 
any  other  description,  excepting  at  my  recommendation ;'  not  that  it  was 
my  intention  to  make  myself  the  sole  and  absolute  dispenser  of  favor,  but 
in  order  to  eradicate  intrigue,  which  had  been  preferred  to  real  merit 

If  in  this  part  of  the  army,  independent  of  my  authority,  the  Regency 
does  not  refrain  from  giving  promotion  except  in  the  cases  prescribed 
under  the  25th  title  of  the  Ordenanzas^  and  by  the  channel  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  respective  Inspectors,  not  only  will  the  armies  in  the 
field  be  abandoned  by  all  those  who  have  direct  or  indirect  means  of 
appeal  (which  are  never  wanting),  but  discontent  will  spread  among  those 
who  have  not  that  power,  and  discontent  once  introduced  into  the  army, 
all  the  world  knows  the  result.  That  the  decision  of  their  Highnesses 
may  therefore  have  the  good  effect  which  they  anticipate  and  which  may 
result,  I  recommend : 

1.  That  the  part  of  the  army  in  question  shall  not  be  favored  by  other 
promotion  but  those  under  the  OrdenanzaSy  and  that  for  it,  as  well  as  the 
other  parts  of  the  army,  my  first  proposition  shall  remain  in  full  force,  as 
approved  by  their  Highnesses  in  their  letter  of  the  Ist  Jan.  last 

2.  That  from  the  corps  actually  serving  in  this  new  district,  it  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  take  others  which  are  incorporated  in  the  other  corps  of 
the  army,  without  personally  acquainting  me,  and  taking  into  consideration 
my  opinion.  The  same  rule  should  extend  to  every  officer  employed  in 
them,  whatever  may  be  his  rank. 

3.  That  whenever  the  government  shall  consider  it  necessary  to  forward 
to  the  army  of  operation  any  one  of  the  corps  forming  the  army  of  reserve, 
it  will  have  the  goodness  to  acquaint  me  with  its  intention,  that  I  may 
make  my  observations,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  motives  I  may  have 
for  one  course  or  the  other. 

4.  As  the  3d  regt.  of  artillery  is  in  this  new  district,  from  which  the  3d 
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army  and  the  reserve  are  provided,  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  inconvenient 
for  the  relief  or  increase  which  they  may  require. 

5.  That  none  of  these  corps  shail  in  any  manner  be  removed  from  the 
dependence  of  the  Inspectors  General,  through  which  channel  every  thing 
relative  to  organisation  should  pass  according  to  what  is  stated  in  the  Ist 
Article. 

6.  It  being  the  desire  of  their  Highnesses  to  di£fuse  instruction  in  the 
establishment  of  these  new  dep6ts,  it  will  be  very  useful  to  order  to  it  all 
the  officers  who  may  be  supernumerary  in  the  different  armies. 

These  propositions,  in  no  manner  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  Regency, 
are  those  which  I  think  necessary  in  order  to  produce  the  result  which 
may  be  expected,  and  which  I  request  you  will  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  their  Highnesses,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  decide  accordingly. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.R  Franada,  6th  April,  1813. 

In  order  still  further  to  reinforce  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps 
under  Sir  J.  Murray,  on  the  Eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  I  have 
ordered  that  the  2d  batt.  67th  regt  may  join  it  from  Carthagena,  of 
which  1  beg  you  will  apprise  the  Spanish  government. 

The  British  artillery  now  at  Carthagena  will,  however,  still  remain 
there,  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  stores,  &c.  in  that  garrison,  belonging 
to  the  British  government. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Fnoeda,  eth  April,  1813. 

I  received  yesterday  evening  your  letter  of  the  31st,  and  I  now  enclose 
my  answers  to  Sir  J.  Murray.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  troops 
from  going ;  but  I  don't  think  their  departure  is  likely  to  be  decisive  of 
the  campaign  on  the  Eastern  coast.  Murray  must  keep  it  concealed  as 
long  as  he  can. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Regency  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  llth 
March,  of  which  I  sent  you  the  draft :  they  promise  fiiirly ;  and  they 
have  proposed  to  form  a  distinct  division  of  troops,  under  Valdez,  for  the 
service  of  Cadiz  and  the  neighbourhood,  which,  if  carried  into  execution 
in  the  mode  which  I  have  proposed,  and  which  will  go  to  them  by 
to-morrow's  post,  will  probably  answer  to  prevent  the  jarring  and  bicker- 
ing which  we  have  had  hitherto,  if  the  Minister  at  War  can  be  prevailed 
upon  not  to  interfere  in  my  concerns,  till  they  shall  be  regularly  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  government.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am 
inclined  to  wish  that  La  Vega,  &c.  should  do  no  more  than  call  for  and 
read  the  correspondence  with  the  Minister  at  War,  till  they  shall  hear 
further  from  me. 

I  am  sincerely  desirous  of  carrying  on  the  service,  not  only  to  the 
public  advantage,  but  in  the  manner  that  will  be  most  agreeable  to  the 
government;  and  the  last  thing  that  I  should  think  of  would  be  to  bring 
my  discussions  with  the  government  under  the  view  of  the  Cortes,  if  it 
should  be  possible  to  avoid  it. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Duque  del  Parque,  1  see  that  he  has  got  only 
20,000  dollars  of  the  100,000  which  it  was  settled,  when  I  left  Cadiz, 
should  be  sent  to  the  3d  army.     Have  you  given  any  more  to  the  govem- 
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ment  for  the  use  of  that  army  ?  Could  you  send  any  fiour  to  Catalonia 
instead  of  money  ?  Communicate  with  the  government  on  this  subject, 
and  let  me  know  the  result. 

I  am  afraid  that  my  letter  of  the  28th,  in  which  I  requested  you 
to  keep  400,000  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  armies,  will  have 
arrived  too  late ;  but  from  what  I  hear  of  the  state  of  the  money  market 
in  England,  I  hope  that  if  you  should  have  sent  that  money,  much  time 
will  not  elapse  before  you  will  be  able  to  replace  it. 

TheJ.O.to  Lieut.  Gm.  ths  Earl  of  Dalkoutie,  Vh  Mvition.  6lk  April,  1818. 

I  haye  not  failed  to  lay  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  3d  iiist  and  its  enclosures,  and  I  haye  been  directed  to  signify  to  ^ou 
in  answer  that  his  Excellency  will  take  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  7th  diyision, 
when  he  will  particularly  examine  into  the  state  of  the  82d  regt ;  and  that,  at  all 
eyents,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  decide  in  what  manner  that  regiment  is  to  be 

disposed  of  when  the  army  snail  be  put  in  motion.     Mr. ^s  letter  to  your 

Lordship  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  with  directions  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  mules  attached  to  the  Commissariat  department  with  the  7th 
diyision,  and  an  extract  from  your  Lordship's  letter  regarding  the  clothing  of  the 
82d  regt  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Horse  Guards. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  9ir  &  Cotton,  Bart.,  R.B.  Reneda,  7th  April,  18IS. 

I  think  it  probable  that  you  will  arrive  at  Lisbon  nearly  about  the  time 
that  this  letter  will  reach  that  place ;  and  as  I  propose  to  take  the  field  as 
soon  as  the  appearance  of  the  green  forage  will  secure  the  food  of  our 
horses,  I  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  you  with  the  situation  of  our  cavalry, 
and  in  requesting  to  know  your  wishes  upon  some  points  relating  to  it. 

You  will  have  heard  in  England  that,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
home,  I  have  drafted  the  horses  from  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  9th  and  11th 
light  dragoons,  and  that  I  have  orders,  and  have  it  in  contemplation,  to 
draft  the  horses  from  the  2d  hussars. 

By  sending  to  the  A^.  Gen.  at  Lisbon,  you  will  get  a  copy  of  the 
orders  of  the  13th  March  last,  in  which  you  will  see  the  distribution  made 
of  the  horses  drafted.  Excepting  the  Ist  and  2d  Heavy  Germans,  all  the 
regiments  will  have  as  many  horses  as  they  can  mount  I  preferred  draft- 
ing the  horses  from  the  11th  to  drafting  them  from  the  13th,  as  the  men 
of  the  11th  were  very  sickly;  and  I  found  that  by  keeping  the  13th  I 
should  have  more  mounted  dragoons  than  by  keeping  the  11th. 

I  propose  that  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  army  should  be  in  one  division, 
under  your  command ;  and  that  the  cavalry  duty  of  any  detachments  that 
should  be  made  from  the  main  body  shall  be  done  by  detachments  of 
brigades,  or  other  subdivisions  from  that  division.  This  will  simplify  the 
concern  very  materially. 

I  have  received  discretionary  orders  to  send  to  England , 

,  and ;  and  Gen.  G.  Anson  has  asked  to  be  appointed 

to  the  Staff  in  England.  Gen.  Fane  is  coming  out  I  have  not  sent  home 
any  of  these  officers,  because  I  am  not  quite  certain  what  your  wishes  and 
opinions  are,  and  because  I  doubt  whether  you  would  mend  matters  very 
materially  by  their  removal.  The  hussar  brigade  is  vacant,  and  is  at  pre- 
sent commanded  by  Col.  Grant  of  the  15th.  One  of  the  Generals  above 
mentioned  must  go  at  all  events,  as  I  conclude  that  you  will  wish  to  put 
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the  13th  light  dragoons  in  the  hrigade  with  the  12th  and  16th,  or  with  the 
Ist  hussars  and  14th  light  dragoons,  if  the  2d  hussars  should  he  drafted, 
and  I  heg  to  know  which  of  the  three  you  wish  should  go. 

You  will  recollect  that  Gen.  Vandeleur  has  long  had  a  claim  to  a  com- 
mand in  the  cavalry ;  and  if  he  is  to  have  one,  you  must  fix  upon  the 

second  who  is  to  go.    If  he  is  not  to  have  a  command,  the  senior  is 

;  and  I  acknowledge  that  I  don't  see  that  the  service  would 

derive  much  advantage  from  sending  to  England  any  one  of  the  three 

General  officers  ahove  mentioned,  in  order  that  may  command  a 

hrigade.     The  next  to is ,and  he  can  have  a  hrigade  only 

by  sending  home  the  three  General  officers  above  mentioned,  and  not 
taking  Vandeleur  from  the  infantry. 

I  wish  to  have  your  opinion  upon  all  these  points  as  soon  as  possible ; 
and  likewise  that  you  will  let  me  know  what  regiments  you  wish  should 
be  in  each  brigade,  and  what  General  officer  at  the  head  of  each  brigade. 

I  must  observe  to  you,  however,  that  the  English  hussar  brigade 
having  come  out  as  a  brigade,  I  don't  think  we  can  with  propriety 
break  it  up. 

There  is  no  General  at  present  with  the  Household  brigade,  but  I 
understand  that  O'Loghlin  is  coming  out;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  privileges  of  the  Guards^  they  must  be  commanded  by  an  officer 
of  their  own  corps. 

I  hope  that  your  wound  is  entirely  healed,  and  that  you  are  in  good 
health. 

P.S.  Let  me  know,  Ist;  To  what  brigade  the  Idth  dragoons  should  be 
posted? 

2dly ;  What  brigade  Gen.  Fane  shall  command  ? 

3dly ;  Which  of  —  i— -, ,  or shall  be  sent 

home  to  make  room  for  G^.  Fane  ? 

4thly ;  Shall  any  more  of  the  three  above  mentioned  Generals  be  sent 
home,  and  which  ? 

5thly ;  Shall  Qen,  Vandeleur  be  removed  to  the  cavalry? 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Gnham,  K.B.  Freneda,  7th  April,  1813. 

I  think  it  probable  that  you  will  arrive  at  Lisbon  nearly  about  the  time 
that  this  letter  will  reach  that  place ;  and  that  you  will  receive  it,  and 
that  which  I  wrote  to  you  some  time  ago,  at  the  same  moment,  from  Sir 
C.  Stuart. 

King  Joseph  has  moved  his  head  quarters  to  Valladolid,  by  orders  from 
Paris,  as  I  understand ;  and  the  armies  are  concentrated  very  much  to- 
wards the  Duero.  The  enemy  have  now  very  few  troops  in  La  Mancha, 
and  they  are  all  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  an  immediate  movement. 

Soult  is  gone  to  France  with  from  3000  to  5000  men,  of  drafts  for  the 
Imperial  Guard,  Marines,  Cadres^  Estropi^^  &c.  &c.  The  Guards  which 
remained  in  Spain  have  likewise  been  sent  to  France. 

A  few  conscripts,  from  5000  to  7000,  have  arrived ;  but  I  don't  hear 
that  more  are  expected  soon. 

Our  army  will  be  at  least  as  strong  as  I  expected.  We  have  now  more 
than  37,000  R.  and  F.  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  present  and  fit  for  duty ; 
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and  there  are  more  than  3000  men  on  their  march  to  join,  not  included 
in  the  states.  The  Portuguese  army  have  27,000  men  present  and  fit 
for  duty. 

The  Spanish  concerns  have  not  gone  on  well  yet,  but  I  have  still  hopes 
that  they  will  succeed. 

We  have  no  sickness  excepting  in  the  1st  regt  of  Guards,  and  have  had 

none  of  importance,  excepting  in  that  regiment  and  among  the  new  troops 

'  arrived  from  England,  Gibraltar,  and  Cadiz.     I  have  sent  the  Ist  regt. 

of  Guards  to  Oporto,  and  I  am  much  afraid  they  will  not  be  able  to  take 

the  field  with  the  other  troops. 

To  Cul.  Toir«i»,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  7th  April,  1813. 

When  I  lately  appointed  Messrs.  Greenwood  and  Cox  to  be  agents  to 
the  Blues,  I  told  them  that  I  thought  that  in  justice  to  my  family,  I  ought 
to  require  security  for  them  to  guarantee  me  and  my  family  against  loss  in 
pecuniary  transactions,  in  which  we  could  not  be  gainers;  and  I  enclose 
their  answer,  in  which  you  will  see  that  they  consent  to  give  the  security, 
I  really  don't  know  what  sum  I  ought  to  require  as  security,  nor  the  form 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  given ;  but  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  inquire,  and  have  this  matter  settled  for  me. 

To  Col.  TantHM,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  7th  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut. 
Col.  Sir  R.  Hill,  of  the  Royal  Horse  Guards ;  and  in  requesting  you  to  lay 
it  before  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  beg  to  state,  for  His  Royal  High- 
ness' information,  that  this  officer  has  conducted  himself  entirely  to  my 
satisfaction  since  his  arrival  in  this  country,  and  has  used  his  utmost 
exertions  to  render  the  regiment  under  his  command  efficient  Since  the 
return  of  Major  Gen.  Rebow  to  England,  Sir  R.  Hill  has  commanded  the 
brigade  of  Household  cavalry. 

In  the  event  of  the  promotions  recommended  in  the  enclosed  letter 
being  approved  of  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
name  of  Lord  W.  Pitt  Lennox  for  the  Cometcy  in  succession. 

To  Karl  Bathurtt.  Freneda,  7th  April,  1813. 

I  enclose  two  dispatches  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  the  one  of  the 
25th  March,  in  which  he  informs  me  of  his  intention  to  detach  Gen. 
Roche's  division  on  an  expedition  on  the  coast  of  Valencia,  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy ;  and  another  of  the  27th  March,  in  which  he  informs  me  that 
Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  had  directed  that  certain  of  the  British 
and  German  troops  should  return  to  Sicily,  in  consequence  of  the  resump- 
tion of  his  authority  by  the  King. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  these  dispatches.  I  likewise  enclose 
the  extract  of  a  private  letter  from  Sir  J.  Murray,*  and  the  extract  of  my 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart.,  to  Gen.  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

CaatalU,  23d  March,  1813. 
In  my  dispatch  of  the  lOth  inst,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  had 
found  it  expedient  to  drire  the  enemy  from  Alcoy,  and  to  occupy  that  place  with  a  strong 
division  of  the  allied  army.     In  consequence  of  this  movement,  Bfarsbal  Suchet  quitted 
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answer,  in  regard  to  hia  feeding,  by  the  Britiflh  Commiaouriat,  the  Spanish 
troops  employed  with  him. 

To  Earl  Bothunt  *^fda,  7th  April,  1813. 

The  enemy  continue  nearly  in  the  same  positions  in  this  part  of  the 
country  as  when  I  addressed  you  last,  and  King  Joseph  was  still  by  the 
last  accounts  at  Valladolid.  The  head  quarters  of  the  army  of  the  South 
have  been  moved  from  Toledo  to  Madrid,  and  the  army  in  general  appear 
to  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  a  sudden  movement 

Since  the  movement  made  by  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J,  Murray,  of  which  I 
enclosed  the  report  in  my  last  dispatch,  it  appears  that  Marshal  Suchet  has 
collected  his  troops  on  the  right  of  the  Jucar,  and  has  established  his  head 
quarters  at  San  Felipe  de  Xativa.  Major  Gen.  Whittmgham's  division  of 
Spanish  troops  had  driven  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  beyond  the  Puente 
de  Albayda;  and  I  enclose  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray's  report  of  the  23d 
ult.,  of  the  affidr  which  the  Major  Creneral  had  with  the  enemy  on  this 
occasion,  and  of  one  which  Major  Gen.  Donkin  had  in  a  reconnaissance  on 
the  same  day. 

To  Earl  Bathuitt  R«neda,  7th  April,  1 818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Gen.  Lucotte,  King  Joseph's  aide  de  camp,  to  King 
Joseph,  which  contains  some  curious  matters.  It  shows  how  much  Napo- 
leon is  distressed  for  money,  and  that  probably  in  the  beginning  of  March 
they  suspected  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  This  letter  was  in  cipher,  and  it 
is  desirable  that  its  contents  should  not  be  published. 

We  have  not  yet  had  the  rain  which  usually  falls  at  the  period  of  the 
equinox ;  and  there  is  as  yet  no  appearance  of  grass.  But  I  still  propose 
to  move  early  in  May,  that  is  to  say,  if  we  can  get  up  the  equipments  of 
the  army ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  had  some  privateers  on  the 
coast,  which  have  taken  and  destroyed  some  ships  off  Oporto,  and  others 
are  missing,  which  it  is  supposed  have  met  with  a  similar  fate.  I  cannot 
express  how  much  we  shall  be  distressed  if  the  navigation  of  the  coast 
should  not  be  secure  from  Coruna,  at  least,  to  Cadiz.     We  have  money, 

Valencia,  and  has  aitumed  the  command,  in  penoo,  of  the  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  tiie 
Jucar.  He  appears  to  have  drawn  to  this  division  of  his  army  nearly  all  the  disposable 
force  which  he  nas  in  the  nrighbourhood  of  Valencia. 

Fiodiiig  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating  his  force,  I  assembled  the  allied  army  at  Cas- 
talla  on  &e  20th.  In  conseaueiice  of  this  concentration  of  the  allied  army.  Marshal  Suchet 
has  reinforced  his  right,  and  oas  now  a  strong  force  at  Onteniente,  Mogente,  and  Fuente  del 
Higuera.  Since  I  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Lordship,  there  have  been  several 
trifling  affairs  with  the  enemy.  Gen.  Whittingham  has  forced  him  to  retire  beyond  the 
Puente  de  Albayda,  with  a  very  considerable  loss.  In  this  aflfair,  which  Geo.  Whittinghun 
conducted  with  great  judgment,  and  in  which  the  Spanish  troops  behaved  with  great  gal- 
lantry and  order,  the  Uennal  was  slightly  wounded,  as  were  an  officer  and  7  men. 

In  a  reconnaitring  partr  on  the  same  day,  conducted  by  Major  Gen.  Dcnikin,  Capt.  Jacks, 
and  the  foreign  troop  of  light  cavalry,  Capt  Waldron,  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  3d  batt 
27th,  and  Lieut  M*Dougall,  of  the  Adj.  Gen.*s  department,  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  spirited  attack  on  an  enemy's  post,  which  was  carried  in  the  presence  of  a  bat^on  drawn 
up  as  spectators.  We  sufferad  no  loss  on  this  occasion,  but  killed  soma  of  the  enemy,  and 
took  a  few  prisoners. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter  I  beg  to  add,  that,  since  I  have  been  in  coKmeration  with 
Gen.  Elio,  I  have  found  his  Excellency  most  anxious  to  forward  every  object  I  have  m 
view  :  it  is  impossible  too  highly  to  extol  his  seal,  or  the  readiness  with  which  he  meets  my 
wishes. 
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provisions,  clot^ng,  military  stores  and  equipments  on  all  parts  of  the 
coast  almost  every  day  in  the  year,  and  the  loss  of  one  vessel  only  may 
create  a  delay  and  inconvenience  which  may  be  of  the  utmost  consequence. 
P.S.  I  enclose  the  daily  state.  The  hussar  brigade  are  not  on  the 
strength,  and  there  are  about  1300  infantiy  also  not  on  the  strength,  on  the 
march  to  join  their  corps.  Wc  shall  have  more  than  40,000  British  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  in  the  field,  which  is  nearly  10,000  more  than  we  have 
ever  had,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  better  equipped  than  any  British  army 
that  has  yet  appeared. 

T%»J,G.toQfiotr$ommaMdmjfth9^r9pmtmi9i/emaky.  9^1  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  returning  to  you  encloeed  the  return  ^rbich  I  have  received 
from  you  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  reeiment  under  your 
command  who  have  volunteered  and  have  Been  recommended  for  the  mounted 
Staff  corps.  The  proportion  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  which  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  has  fixed  upon  to  be  fiimished  by  the  regiment  is  stated 
in  the  margin,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  to  me  without  delay 
a  nominal  list  of  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  you  may  tliink 
proper  to  select  from  amongst  those  named  in  the  enclosed  retiun,  to  complete  the 
number  required  to  be  furnished  by  the  regiment,  as  stated  in  the  margin. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hod.  K  Pakenham.  Freneda,  lOtb  April,  1813. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  Gen.  Sir  C.  Stewart  is  about  to  be  employed 
on  a  mission  to  Berlin,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  office  of  Adj. 
Gen.  to  the  forces  in  Spain  and  Portugal  will  be  vacant  I  wish  to  know 
whether  you  are  desirous  of  succeeding  to  it.  It  was  clearly  understood 
by  the  Horse  Guards  that  you  had  a  claim  to  succeed  to  Gen.  Stewart;  and 

G.  O.  FrexMda,  Sth  April,  ISIS. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  in  future^  when  any  detachment  wiU 
arrive  from  England  for  any  regiment  in  this  army,  a  list  of  the  men*s  names  composing 
it,  with  a  siie  and  dsscription  roll  of  each  man,  and  a  state  of  his  necessaries,  and  debts 
and  credits,  shall  forthwith  be  sent  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  army,  by  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  detachment,  in  case  there  should  be  such  an  officer  capable  of  oerforming  this  duty ; 
or  by  &e  officer  in  command  at  Belem,  or  at  any  other  station,  where  such  detachment 
shovdd  land,  if  there  should  be  no  officer  in  charge  of  it 

2.  Major  Gen.  Peaoocke  is  requested  to  give  directions  that  tiiis  order  may  be  strictly 
obeyed  at  Lisbon. 

3.  The  Adj.  Gren.  will  regularly  transmit  these  lists  to  the  officer  commanding  the  reei- 
ment,  who  is  forthwith  to  take  on  the  strength  of  the  regiment,  and  post  to  companiei^  me 
men  of  whose  names  the  list  will  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Adj.  Uen. 

4.  These  men  are  to  be  returned  <  on  command,'  till  they  will  join  their  regiment,  unless 
they  should  have  been  reported  to  have  been  sent  into  any  hospital,  when  they  are  to  be 
returned  accordingly. 

5.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  again  dmws  the  attention  of  tiie  officers  commanding 
regimenti  to  the  orders  repeatedly  issued  respecting  the  ticket  to  be  given  to  soldiers  on 
being  sent  to  hospitals.  He  receives  frequent  complaints  of  the  loss  of  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  necessaries,  in  the  hospitals ;  but  one  moment's  reflection  would  convince  those 
wIk)  make  these  complaints,  that  the  Purveyors  cannot  be  held  resnonsible  for  these  articles 
belonging  to  a  soldier  sent  to  hospital,  imless  a  regular  ticket  should  be  sent  with  him. 

6.  The  omission  to  make  out  and  transmit  mese  tickets  has  besides  occasioned  other 
inconveniences  and  irregularities,  and  it  has  become  almost  impossible  to  account  for  the 
soldiers  supposed  at  their  regiments  to  be  in  general  hospital,  owing  to  the  frequency  of 
the  omission  on  the  part  of  their  officers  to  send  tickets  with  them,  and  the  men  being  unable 
from  sickness  to  tell  their  own  names,  or  the  state  of  their  necessaries,  and  frequently  con- 
cealing both  purposely. 

7.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  always  concerned  to  be  obliged  to  occasion  troable 
to  any  officer,  but  the  officers  of  the  army  nmy  depend  upon  it,  that  no  duty,  which  diey 
are  called  upon  to  perform,  can  be  omitted  without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  senriost, 
which  vrill  be  Mi  sooner  or  later. 
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although  I  have  heard  you  express  that  you  did  not  like  the  office,  I  could 
not  think  of  recommending  any  body  for  it  without  first  offering  it 
to  you. 

To  Bfajor  Gen.  tho  Hon.  C.  Ck>lYille.  Fivieda,  lOtfa  April,  1818. 

The  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  the  — >  regt,  coming  up  from  Lisbon  in 
charge  of  military  stores,  has  recently  been  under  the  consideration  of  a 
General  Court  Martial  at  Coimbra,  whose  sentences  on  some  of  the  men 
comprising  it  have  been  published  to  the  army  in  G.  O. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  bring  to  trial  serjeant ^  of  the  —  regt,  who 

commanded  the  detachment;  who,  in  the  course  of  his  defence,  stated  that 
the  soldiers  of  the  —  regt  refused  to  obey  him,  and  were  guilty  of  muti- 
nous conduct  in  various  instances. 

I  had  Serjeant examined  by  the  Acting  Judge  Advocate  in  regard 

to  the  particulars  of  the  mutinous  conduct  complained  of;  and  I  enclose 
the  report  of  his  examination,  and  the  report  of  the  examination  of  various 
soldiers  of  the  —  regt.  to  the  same  point;  from  which  it  appears  clearly 
that  the  soldiers  of  the  —  regt,  convicted  of  the  other  offences  for  which 
they  have  been  tried  by  the  General  Court  Martial,  were  likewise  guilty 
of  mutinous  conduct. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  detachment  of  troops  to  have  behaved  worse 

than  those  under  serjeant ;  and  those  of  the  —  regt.,  in  particular, 

committed  every  crime  of  which  it  is  possible  for  soldiers  to  be 
guilty. 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  call  before  you  the  Commanding  and 
other  officers  of  the  —  regt,  and  that  you  will  communicate  to  them  the 
enclosed  papers  and  this  letter.  When  the  —  regt.  before  formed  a  part 
of  this  army,  I  was  obliged  to  send  it  to  Lisbon,  on  account  of  the  state  to 
which  it  had  been  brought  by  its  want  of  discipline  and  order ;  and  I  shall 
certainly  send  this  regiment  again  into  garrison,  and  shall  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  my  sense  of  its  bad  conduct,  and  unfitness  for  service  in 
the  field,  if  I  should  receive  any  more  complaints  such  as  those  which  have 
recently  reached  me ;  and  should  find  the  soldiers  in  such  a  state  of  insub- 
ordination, and  such  an  absence  of  discipline  in  the  regiment,  that  the 
soldiers  cannot  be  trusted  on  a  detachment  without  mutinying  against  the 
authority  of  the  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  commanding  such 
detachment 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Commanding  and  other  officers,  in  any  batta* 
lion,  to  establish  such  a  system  of  discipline  and  subordination  in  it,  that 
the  soldiers  shall  respect  the  authority  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  shall  not  dare  to  commit  the  outrage  which  the  soldiers  of  the  —  have 

committed  in  serjeant 's  presence,  much  less  mutiny  against  his 

authority ;  and  if  the  —  cannot  be  brought  to  such  a  state,  they  shall  not 
serve  in  the  field  with  this  army. 

To  Major  G«n.  the  Hon.  Sir  C.  Stewart,  K.B.  Freneda,  lOth  April,  1813. 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  March  23d,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
one  from  Lord  Bathurst,  of  the  24th,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  you 
were  about  to  be  sent  on  a  diplomatic  mission  to  Berlin ;  and  I  understood 
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from  Wood,*  that  as  long  as  6  weeks  ago  you  had  received  from  the 
Prince  Regent  expectations,  that  in  case  any  person  should  be  sent  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  you  should  be  selected.  I  therefore  conclude  the  matter 
is  settled,  I  kept  your  oflBce  open  for  you  only  for  your  advantage,  and 
I  should  be  very  sorry  if  you  should  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  accept  a 
situation  which  you  may  think  more  advantageous  to  you,  out  of  deference 
to  me,  or  from  consideration  of  my  convenience. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  this  mark  of  the  Prince  Regent's  favor, 
and  wish  you  every  success  in  your  new  appointment 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Fraoeda,  10th  April,  1813. 

We  have  received  letters  and  papers  to  the  24th  March.  Sir  C.  Stewart 
is  going  on  a  mission  to  Berlin*  I  enclose  a  letter  from  Bunbury,  which 
contains  the  only  public  news  that  I  have. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Freneda,  10th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  24th  March  (No.  108), 
containing  the  copy  of  one  from  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  that 
I  should  in  future  grant  warrants  for  the  issue  of  b&t  and  forage  allow- 
ances to  officers  of  the  marines  and  navy,  whom  I  should  think  entitled  to 
those  allowances  for  their  services. 

I  beg  to  recall  to  your  Lordship's  recollection,  that  the  question  whe- 
ther these  battalions  ought  to  have  bftt  and  forage  allowance  was  referred 
to  my  consideration  by  desire  of  the  Treasury.  These  officers,  and  those 
of  the  navy  serving  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  H.  Popham,  were  in  no  manner  under  my  command ;  and,  therefore, 
I  conceive  that  I  ought  not  to  have  issued  warrants  for  any  allowance  to 
them,  nor  ought  not  in  future,  in  any  similar  instance  of  officers  co- 
operating with  the  troops  under  my  command,  but  not  under  my  com- 
mand, excepting  imder  the  special  command  of  your  Lordship. 

TJu  A.Q,  to  Commandants  qfhotpiial  ttationt,  10th  April,  1818. 

Enclosed  I  have  tlie  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  form  of  a  return  which  is 
to  he  forwarded  to  this  office,  along  with  the  general  weekly  states,  of  the  general 
hospital  station  of  which  you  are  Commandant ;  and  I  have  to  observe,  that  as  the 
enclosed  form  of  return  is  calculated  to  furnish  the  Adj.  Gen.  with  all  the  in- 
formatbn  in  the  way  of  returns  (besides  what  is  contained  in  the  general  weekly 
states)  which  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  in  regard  to  the  general  hospital  stations,  it 
will  no  longer  he  necessary  that  you  should  transmit  to  this  office  the  return  iA 
alterations  amongst  the  hospital  servants  or  any  of  the  other  returns  which  have 
hitherto  been  required  to  accompany  the  general  weekly  state. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.R  Freneda,  Utb  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  1th  April,  which  involve 
different  points  for  consideration.  When  the  calculations  were  made,  on 
which  the  grant  was  made  of  the  additional  subsidies  to  Portugal,  £100,000 
sterling  were  estimated  as  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  pay  to  the 
British  officers  to  be  employed  in  the  Portuguese  service.  As  well  as  I 
recollect,  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Villiers  that  this  sum  should  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Bell,  and  that  he  was  to  pay  these  officers  under  warrants  from  your- 

♦  Lieut  Col.  C.  Wood. 
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iclf ;  but  I  never  understood  exactly  how  this  arrangement  stood,  or  what 
was  precisely  the  nature  of  Mr.  Bell's  appointment,  or  of  his  duties.  I 
likewise  perfectly  recollect  that  I  told  you,  at  the  period  at  which  we 
were  conversing  upon  the  expediency  of  rendering  the  situation  of  British 
officers  in  the  Portuguese  service  better,  that  I  could  facilitate  and  ar- 
range the  means  of  giving  those  officers  their  British  pay  from  their 
regiments,  if  the  expense  of  the  increase  of  the  Portuguese  pay  should 
come  to  be  too  heavy  for  the  fund  of  £100,000 />er  annumj  allotted  from 
the  subsidy  for  the  expense  of  the  British  officers  serving  in  the  Portu- 
guese army. 

I  don't  recollect  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment to  this  allotment  of  the  £100,000,  though  certainly  such  an  objec- 
tion might  have  been  made  without  my  now  being  able  to  recollect  it.  I 
can  only  say,  that  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  admitted  the  justice  of  the 
objection.  From  the  mode  in  which  the  subsidy  was,  and  has  continued 
to  be  granted,  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  in  the  power  of  the  British 
government,  through  its  officers  here,  to  insist  upon  the  application  of  the 
whole  subsidy,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  such  parts  of  the  service  as  might 
be  deemed  expedient ;  and  indeed  I  have  had,  and  still  have,  it  in  con- 
templation to  apply  the  money,  part  of  the  subsidy  now  paid,  to  defray 
the  expense  of  Uie  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  employed 
in  the  field ;  and  have  delayed  the  measure  only  till  you  come  up,  and  I 
can  talk  to  you  about  it  I  mention  this  now  to  show  you  what  my  sen- 
timents are,  and  always  have  been,  about  the  subsidy ;  and  how  clear  I 
consider  our  right  to  dispose  of  the  £100,000  a  year  through  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Bell.  You  had  a  clear  right,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  to  act  on  that 
sum  by  your  warrants. 

I  don't  know  any  thing  of  the  arrangement  by  which  this  sum  of 
£\QOfiOO  per  annum  was  transferred  from  Mr.  Bell  to  the  military  chest. 
I  rather  believe  this  arrangement  commenced  its  operation  in  the  begin- 
ning of  last  year,  when  a  great  desire  existed  to  uphold  the  military 
chest,  and  the  new  system  of  the  Commissariat,  by  throwing  into  the 
military  chest  as  large  a  sum  as  could  be  scraped  together,  from  the  chest 
of  *  the  Aids.'  It  is  certainly  better,  however,  if  only  on  account  of  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  has  arisen  respecting  your  power  of  granting 
warrants  for  the  pay  of  British  officers,  that  the  sum  of  j^  100,000 
per  annum  should  be  retained  by  the  chest  of  '  the  Aids'  for  the  future ; 
as  in  point  of  fact,  the  military  chest  can  have  no  knowledge  of  what 
those  officers  are  entitled  to.  It  will  still  be  easy  to  pay  the  British 
officers  as  heretofore  by  the  Provincial,  or  Army  Treasurer ;  the  accounts 
of  the  payments  to  them  being  settled  between  Mr.  Bell  and  the  keeper 
of  the  military  chest ;  by  the  transfer  of  the  former  to  the  latter  of  the 
sums,  which  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  has  paid. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  your  right  to  issue  warrants  to  the 
keeper  of  the  military  chest ;  and  I  enclose  you  the  draft  of  my  letter  of 
the  23d  Aug.,  and  of  my  memorandum  to  Dom  M.  Forjaz,  upon  the 
formation  of  the  military  chest,  which  contain,  I  believe,  the  constitution 
of  this  establishment,  and  the  opinions  which  I  had  formed  upon  it.  In 
order  to  understand  the  second  of  the  two  memorandums,  you  must  get 
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from  Dom  M.  Forjaz  the  memorandum  enclosed  to  me  in  his  letter  of 
18th  Aug. 

From  these  papers  jou  will  see  that  I  had  not  in  contemplation  that 
you  were  to  issue  warrants  for  payments  hy  the  military  chest  to  be 
formed.  In  fact,  this  establishment  was  not  intended  by  me  to  be  one 
for  detailed  payments,  but  for  the  receipt,  keeping,  and  distribution  of 
the  sums  destined  for  carrying  on  the  war,  the  detailed  disbursements  of 
which  were  to  be  made  by  the  departments  and  treasuries  in  the  country. 
On  the  principle  on  which  this  establishment  was  formed,  I  should  con- 
ceive it  as  irregular  for  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  have  the  power  of 
granting  warrants  for  payments  by  it,  as  for  the  Commander  in  Chief  in 
England  to  grant  Mrarrants  on  the  Exchequer.  I  don't  conceive  that  the 
whole  of  the  aids  having  been  put  into  the  military  chest,  makes  any 
difference  in  this  respect 

Your  want  of  the  power  to  issue  your  warrants  on  the  keeper  of  the 
military  chest,  affords  a  good  reason  for  keeping  the  £100,000  of  the  aids 
distinct,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bell  in  future ;  but  the  payment  of  that 
sum  into  the  military  chest  up  to  this  day,  or  of  any  other  sum,  cannot 
give  you  a  power  which  you  have  not  in  terms,  and  which  the  constitution 
of  the  military  chest  had  it  not  in  contemplation  to  give  you. 

I  don't  know  whetJier  I  have  made  myself  understood  to  you ;  but  a 
perusal  of  the  enclosed  papers  will  serve  to  explain  my  meaning.  Pray 
return  them,  as  I  have  no  copies. 

On  the  whole  subject  of  the  pay  of  the  army,  we  must  come  to  some 
definitive  arrangement,  upon  which  it  is  as  well  to  delay  to  say  any  thing 
till  we  meet.  But  I  rather  believe  that  as  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the 
Portuguese  officers  depends  upon  the  continuation  of  the  war,  it^is  con- 
venient to  the  government  to  keep  the  different  heads  of  pay  and  increase 
distinct ;  at  the  same  time  that  there  can  exist  no  reason,  excepting  a 
Portuguese  reason,  for  paying  officers,  to  the  first  his  pay  to  one  period, 
his  12  per  cenL  to  a  second,  and  his  British  increase  to  a  third !  I  believe 
now  that  I  have  gone  into  all  the  points  contained  in  your  letter. 

I  hope  that  the  new  opening  of  your  wound  will  complete  your  cure. 

To  Col.  Stirling.  Freneda,  llth  April,  181S. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  practice  which  appears,  from 
your  confidential  report,  to  prevail  in  the  —  regt.,  of  postponing  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental  Court  Martial. 

If  the  execution  of  the  sentence  be  postponed,  and  the  man  remain  in 
confinement,  an  injustice  is  done  him  by  the  unnecessarily  lengtiiened 
duration  of  his  confinement ;  and  the  ends  and  purpose  of  justice  are 
weakened,  if  not  lost,  by  lengthening  the  period  between  the  commission 
and  the  punishment  for  a  crime.  If  the  execution  of  the  sentence  be 
postponed,  and  the  man  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  duty,  a  military  irre- 
gularity is  committed.  No  soldier  should  be  put  on  duty  having  hanging 
over  him  the  sentence  of  a  Court  Martial. 

I  recommend  that  all  the  men  whose  punishment  has  been  postponed 
may  be  pardoned ;  and  tiiat  the  practice  of  postponing  punishments  may 
be  discontinued  in  future. 
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P.S.  The  —  regt  haying  left  the  6th  diyision,  you  will  he  pleased  to 
communicate  this  letter  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  that  corps. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadii.  Freneda,  1  Idi  April,  1813. 

I  haye  had  the  honor  of  receiying  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  2d 
Aprily  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  24th  March  last,  in  which  I  had  informed 
your  Excellency  of  the  difficulties  found  in  realising  the  resources  of  the 
country  hy  the  Intendants  of  all  the  armies,  and  of  the  consequent  exist- 
ing eyils ;  and  I  proposed  to  address  your  Excellency  again  upon  the 
subject,  as  soon  as  I  should  haye  receiyed  the  details. 

I  haye  not  yet  receiyed  detailed  information  on  this  subject  from  any 
of  the  armies ;  and  I  now  trouble  your  Excellency,  in  consequence  of 
your  Excellency  informing  me  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  April,  that  the 
Regency  has  none. 

In  justice  to  the  General  officers  commanding  the  different  armies,  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  I  haye  eyery  reason 
to  belieye  that  they  haye  done  eyery  thing  in  their  power  to  remedy  the 
existing  eyils ;  and  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  exertions,  and  those 
of  the  Intendants  General  under  their  directions,  the  inconyeniences  felt 
by  the  troops,  and  the  evil  to  the  public  interests,  would  haye  been  greater. 

Although  I  haye  not  all  the  official  reports  on  the  subject  which  I 
should  wish  to  haye,  I  would  request  your  Excellency  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Regency  to  the  report  which  I  haye  transmitted  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, from  his  Excellency  the  Duque  del  Parque,  pointing  out  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  experienced  in  realising  the  resources  of  the 
country  for  the  troops  under  his  command,  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  the  assistance  of  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army,  and  of  the  usual 
number  of  officers  of  the  Hacienda;  and  of  the  unwillingness  of  the 
AyufUamierUoa  to  afford  any  assistance. 

I  likewise  request  your  Excellency  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Re- 
gency to  the  letters  received  from  the  Intendant  General  of  the  army  of 
reserve  of  Andalusia,  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  and  from  the  Conde  de 
la  Bisbal,  from  which  it  appears  clearly  that  the  charges  already  existing, 
and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  provinces  of  Cordova  and 
Seville,  were  sufficient  to  absorb  all  the  resources  of  those  provinces 
allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia. 

From  the  following  expression  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the 
2d  April,  *  Aclaradas  las  facultades  de  loe  Generales  en  Xefe,  y  de  los 
Intendentes  Generales  de  los  exercitos,  y  la  parte  de  los  productos  de  las 
provincias  que  deben  aplicarse  exchtsivamente  al  entretenimiento  de  los 
mismos  exercitos,'  I  am  induced  to  belieye  that  it  is  understood  by  the 
Regency,  as  it  was  understood  by  me,  that  nine  tenths  of  the  revenues  of 
the  several  provinces  were  to  be  allotted  exclusively,  and  without  charge, 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  armies.  If  that  is  the  case,  it  is  most  desirable 
that  the  understanding  and  intentions  of  the  Regency  upon  this  point 
should  be  clearly  expressed ;  as  I  know  that  the  charges  already  paid  in 
the  provinces  out  of  the  revenues,  constitute  the  leading  difficulty. 

The  justice  of  the  Regency  will,  I  am  convinced,  induce  them  to  ad- 
vert to  those  points  already  officially  before  them,  before  they  pass  a 
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cefDSure,  much  less  remove  or  suspend  from  their  command  meritorious 
General  oflScers,  who  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  apply  a 
remedy  to  the  evil.  But  although  I  am  not  ahle  to  lay  hefore  the  govern- 
ment official  reports,  other  facts  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  with* 
out  douht  must  be  known  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  and  consequently 
to  the  government,  which  would  likewise  induce  their  justice  to  suspend, 
at  least,  if  not  to  relinquish  entirely,  the  censure  which  it  appears,  by 
your  Excellency's  letter,  that  they  have  it  in  contemplation  to  pass  on  the 
General  officers  commanding  the  different  armies. 

1st;  I  believe  it  is  well  known  that  the  officers  of  the  Hacienda^  in 
the  different  provinces,  are,  in  general,  very  little  experienced  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty ;  and,  however  numerous,  very  inadequate  to  it 

2dly ;  The  difficulties  in  realising  the  revenues  are  much  increased  by^ 
the  new  system  of  contributions  established  by  the  laws. 

3dly ;  It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Duque  del  Parque,  transmitted  to 
your  Excellency,  that  the  Ayuntamientos  are  very  unwilling  to  perform 
their  part  in  the  fiscal  system  established  by  the  laws  of  the  Cortes.  Yet 
I  don't  know  of  any  law,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  there  exists  any  law, 
to  force  them  to  perform  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  in  respect  to  the 
allotment  and  collection  of  the  contributions. 

4thly ;  The  government  are  greatly  in  debt  throughout  the  provinces 
for  articles  received,  and  for  services  performed  at  di£ferent  periods  of 
the  war.  The  creditors  of  the  State  conceive,  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  public  credit  and  of  finance,  that  each  individual  has  a  right  to  carry 
to  account  the  amount  of  his  demand  against  the  State,  against  the 
amount  of  the  demand  of  the  State  upon  him,  on  account  of  the  current 
contributions.  These  unreasonable  pretensions  and  unfounded  principles, 
coming  before  unwilling  Ayuntamientos  and  inexperienced  officers  of  the 
Hiacienda^  augment  the  difficulties  which  must  attend  every  financial 
transaction ;  and  I  am  certain,  that  when  the  government  consider  all  the 
points,  they  will  at  least  acquit  the  General  officers  commanding  the 
armies  of  blame ;  more  particularly  when, 

Sthly ;  They  consider  that  the  power  given  by  the  decree  of  the  Cortes, 

of  the ,  and  by  the  Ordenanza^  to  the  Intendants  General  of  the 

armies  over  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces,  is  not  so  efficient  as  it  ought 
to  be,  to  insure  such  a  control  over  their  conduct,  and  to  make  the 
Generals  Commanding  in  Chief  responsible  for  their  failures. 

I  propose,  however,  to  transmit  to  the  General  officers  Commanding  in 
Chief  copies  of  the  letter  of  your  Excellency  of  the  2d  April ;  and  will, 
if  possible,  still  further  stimulate  their  exertions  in  this  important  branch 
of  their  administration. 


The  A,Q.  to  Dr,  3PGriffor,  Inspector  General  of  hospitalt.  Uth  April,  1813. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  returns  of  *  sick  absent '  of 
the  regiments  named  overleaf,  in  order  to  their  being  referred  to  the  Purveyor*^ 
department,  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  it  may  be  found  possible  to  do  so,  what  has  be- 
come of  tlie  men  returned  by  the  regiments  as  *  sick  absent,*  whose  names  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  returns  of  men  sick  in  hospital,  transmitted  by  you  to  this 
office.  A  line  with  red  ink  has  been  drawn  through  such  names  in  the  enclosed 
returns  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  returns  sent  fi-om  the  general  hospitals,  and 
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those  BMiMS  through  which  a  line  with  red  ink  has  not  been  drawn  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  returns  sent  from  the  general  hospitals ;  some  of  these  names  unac- 
counted for  will  probably  be  found  in  the  Purveyor's  register  of  deaths ;  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  that  in  order  as  far  as  possible  to  obtain  the  desired 
information  regarding  tnese  names  unaccounted  for,  the  Purveyor's  register  should 
be  examined  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  service  in  the  Peninsula. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  PortugaL  Freneda,  12th  April,  18U. 

I  requett  permiBsion  to  call  the  attention,  of  your  Royal  Highness  to 
the  state  of  your  troops,  and  of  all  your  establishmentSy  in  consequence  of 
the  great  arrear  of  pay  which  is  due  to  them. 

According  to  the  last  statements  which  I  have  received,  pay  is  due  to 
the  army  of  operations  from  the  end  of  last  September ;  to  the  troops  of 
the  line  in  garrison,  from  the  month  of  June ;  and  to  the  militia,  from 
February.  The  transports  of  the  army  have  never,  I  believe,  received 
any  r^^ular  payment,  and  none  whatever  since  June,  1812.  The  honor 
of  your  Royal  Highness'  arms  may  perhaps  suffer  greatly  by  these  evils  ; 
and  I  have  repeatedly  called,  but  in  vain,  the  attention  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Kingdom  to  this  subject. 

I  am  now  upon  the  pomt  of  opening  a  new  campaign  with  your  Royal 
Highness'  army,  to  which  pay  is  due  for  a  gpreater  space  of  time  than 
when  the  last  campaign  was  concluded ;  although  the  subsidy  from  Great 
Britain  has  been  hitherto  regularly  paid,  granted  especially  for  the  pay- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  certain  body  of  troops ;  and  even  although  it 
has  been  proved  within  the  last  3  months,  that  the  revenue  of  the  state 
has  produced  a  sum  nearer  a  third  than  a  fourth  larger  than  in  any  other 
3  months  during  the  whole  time  I  have  been  aufait  of  this  matter. 

The  serious  consequences  which  may  probably  result  from  the  back- 
wardness of  these  payments,  affecting  as  much  the  honor  of  your  Royal 
Highness'  arms  as  the  cause  of  the  allies,  and  the  uniform  refusal  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Kingdom  to  attend  to  any  one  of  the  measures  which  I 
have  recommended,  either  for  temporary  or  permanent  relief,  have  at  last 
obliged  me  to  go  into  your  Royal  Highness'  presence,  for  the  purpose  of 
stating  the  result  of  the  measures  which  I  have  recommended  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Kingdom  for  the  reform  of  the  Custom  house,  which 
measures  have  not  been  yet  carried  into  full  effect,  in  consequence  of  the 
opposition  they  encounter  from  the  Chief  of  the  Treasury ;  although  the 
Governors  ought  to  have  been  convinced  there  was  room  for  the  sugges- 
tion of  improvements  in  the  several  branches  of  the  public  administration 
of  the  Kingdom  of  PortugaL  But  I  cannot  prevail  against  the  influence 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Treasury ;  this  is  what  induces  me  to  lay  this  eacpasd 
before  your  Royal  Highness.  - 

In  order  to  improve  the  resources  and  means  of  the  Kingdom,  I  have 
recommended  the  adoption  of  some  method  by  which  the  taxes  might  be 
actually  and  really  collected,  and  the  merchants  and  capitalists  really  pay 
the  tenth  of  their  annual  profits  as  an  extraordinary  contribution  for  the 
war;  the  effects  of  diis  system  being  first  tried  in  the  great  cities  of 
Lisbon  and  Oporto. 

I  can  declare  that  no  one  knows  better  than  I  do,  the  sacrifices  which 
have  been  made,  end  the  sufferings  which  have  been  experienced  by  your 
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Royal  Highness'  faithful  subjects  during  the  war,  for  there  is  no  one  who 
has  seen  more  of  the  country,  or  who,  for  the  last  4  years,  has  lived  so 
much  amongst  the  people. 

It  is  a  fact,  Sir,  that  the  great  cities,  and  even  some  of  the  smallest 
places  of  the  Kingdom,  have  gained  by  the  war ;  the  mercantile  class, 
generally,  has  enriched  itself  by  the  great  disbursements  which  the  army 
makes  in  money ;  and  there  are  individuals  at  Lisbon  and  Oporto  who 
have  amassed  immense  sums.  The  credit  of  your  Royal  Highness' 
government  is  not  in  a  state  to  be  able  to  derive  resources  from  these 
capitals,  owing  to  remote  as  also  to  present  circumstances;  and  it  can 
obtain  advantage  only  through  the  means  of  taxes.  The  fact  is  not  denied, 
that  the  tributes  regularly  established  at  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  as  also  the 
contribution  of  10  percent  upon  the  profits  of  the  mercantile  class,  are  not 
really  paid  to  the  state ;  nor  is  it  denied  that  the  measures  which  I  have 
proposed  would,  if  efficaciously  carried  into  execution  in  the  above  men- 
tioned cities,  furnish  the  government  with  great  pecuniary  resources.  It 
remains  for  the  government,  therefore,  to  explain  to  your  Royal  Highness 
the  reasons  why  it  has  not  put  them  in  practice,  or  some  other  expedient 
which  might  render  the  revenue  of  the  state  equal  to  its  expenses. 

All  I  have  stated  to  your  Royal  Highness  respecting  the  arrear  of  pay- 
ment to  the  troops,  is  equally  undeniable.  The  only  motive  to  which  I 
can  attribute  the  government  not  having  adopted  the  measures  aforesaid, 
is  the  fear  that  they  might  not  be  popular ;  but  the  knowledge  I  have  of 
the  good  sense  and  loyalty  of  your  Royal  Highness*  subjects,  the  reliance 
I  place  therein,  and  my  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  your  Royal  Highness 
is  engaged  with  your  allies,  induce  me  to  offer  myself  not  only  as  respon- 
sible for  the  happy  issue  of  the  measures  which  I  have  recommended,  but 
to  take  upon  myself  all  the  odium  which  they  might  create.  I  have,  never- 
theless, not  been  able  to  overcome  the  influence  of  the  Treasury. 

Another  measure  which  I  recommended,  was  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
Junta  de  Viveres,  to  put  an  end  to  a  monthly  expense  of  nearly  50  cantos 
of  rew,  caused  by  the  Junta,  under  the  plea  of  paying  their  old  debts. 

Never  was  any  sovereign  in  the  world  so  ill  served  as  your  Royal 
Highness  has  been  by  the  Junta  de  Viveres,  and  I  don't  think  I  have  ren- 
dered a  greater  service  to  your  Royal  Highness  than  that  which  I  did  in 
soliciting  that  it  might  be  abolished. 

However,  after  its  abolition,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  paying  its 
debts,  it  has  received  monthly  from  the  Treasury,  a  little  more  or  less,  50 
cantos  of  rets.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Junta  de  Viveres  is  very 
much  in  debt,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  your  Royal  Highness' 
government  that  some  method  of  arranging  and  paying  these  debts  should 
be  adopted. 

But  I  request  Aat  your  Royal  Highness  will  order  the  Governors  of 
the  Kingdom  to  let  your  Royal  Highness  see  in  detail  the  manner  in 
which  the  above  mentioned  50  cantos  of  reis^  granted  monthly,  have  been 
applied. 

Have  all  the  accounts  of  the  Junta  de  Viveres  been  called  in  and 
liquidated?  Who  has  performed  this  operation?  To  what  sum  does 
their  debt  amount?     Has  it  been  classij^ed?     Finally,  have  measures 
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been  adopted  to  know  with  certainty  how  much  is  really  due  to  those  to 
whom  something  has  already  been  paid  upon  account  of  their  debt  ?  Is 
any  part  of  the  50  cantos  of  reU  which  have  been  issued  for  many  months 
by  the  Treasury,  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  members  of 
the  Junta  de  Viveres,  abolished,  I  believe,  by  your  Royal  Highness'  orders  P 

I  request  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  command  that  an  answer  be 
given  to  each  of  the  questions  aforesaid,  which  will  enable  your  Royal 
Highness  to  see  the  state  of  these  transactions. 

But  admitting  that  it  be  convenient  to  pay  at  this  time  the  debts  of  the 
Junta  de  VtvereSj  it  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  propose  the  question, 
whether  it  be  more  important  to  pay  those  debts,  or  to  pay  the  army 
which  has  to  defend  your  Royal  Highness'  Kingdom  and  government,  and 
to  protect  tlie  honor  and  property  of  your  Royal  Highness*  subjects,  and 
every  thing  jnost  dear  to  them  in  life ;  without  which,  nothing  could 
escape  destruction.  This  army  will  neither  be  able  nor  willing  to  6ght  if 
it  be  not  paid. 

Another  measure  which  I  have  lately  rec9mmended  as  a  remedy  capable 
of  putting  the  government  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  army  of  operations 
for  some  time,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  period  to  which  their 
comrades  in  the  Britbh  army  are  paid,  is,  that  there  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  all  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  of  the  State  the  balances  which 
they  may  owe  to  the  Royal  Treasury. 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  subject  by  a  communication  made  to 
me  by  a  military  oflScer  in  the  province  of  Tras  os  Montes,  relating  to  a 
large  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  the  revenue  at  Bra- 
ganza,  at  the  time  when  the  enemy  made  movements  towards  the  Esla ; 
and  having  inquired  into  this  matter,  I  found  that,  according  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Treasury  manages  its  transactions,  every  one  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  of  the  State  has  always  in  his  possession  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  he  has  received  in  the  space  of  a  month. 

I  recommended  that  the  collectors  should  be  obliged  to  deliver  in, 
every  15  days,  whatever  they  had  received;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
accomplish  it 

Your  Royal  Highness  has  frequently  deigned  to  make  known  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Kingdom  your  Royal  desire  that  they  should  attend  to 
my  advice,  and  they  have  as  frequently  assured  your  Royal  Highness  that 
they  give  it  every  attention. 

I  can  assure  your  Royal  Highness,  that  when  I  devote  myself  to  the 
labor  of  taking  into  consideration  the  affairs  of  the  State,  and  giving  my 
opinion  upon  them  to  the  Governors  of  the  Kingdom,  I  have  no  object  in 
doing  so  excepting  the  interest  I  feel  in  the  good  of  the  nation,  and  the 
honor  and  prosperity  of  your  Royal  Highness ;  and  I  am  not  in  any  degree 
induced  to  do  so  from  objects  of  personal  interest,  for  none  can  I  have 
relatively  to  Portugal ;  nor  can  I  have  any  with  regard  to  individuals, 
from  not  having  any  relations,  and  being  almost  unacquainted  with  those 
who  direct  or  would  wish  to  direct  the  affairs  of  your  Royal  Highness. 

Although  the  measures  which  I  have  hitherto  recommended,  and  which 
have  at  last  been  adopted,  such  as  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the 
national  debt  in  paper  currency,  the  reform  of  the  Custom  houses,  the 
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establishment  of  a  military  chest,  and  others  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
mention,  have  answered  the  ends  of  their  adoption ;  and  perhaps  1  might 
say,  that  other  measures  which  I  could  propose  would  have  similar  results; 
yet  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  I  may  perhaps  deceive  myself.  Nevertheless, 
I  request  with  great  earnestness  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  deign  to  be 
persuaded  that  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  recommend  these  measures, 
and  to  appeal  against  the  Chief  of  the  Treasury,  are  founded  upon  my 
wishes  to  promote  and  forward  the  benevolent  intentions  of  your  Royfd 
Highness,  as  well  as  the  best  results  to  the  cause  in  which  your  Royal 
Highness  is  engaged. 

I  venture  to  express  again,  in  the  most  decided  manner,  my  very  ardent 
wish  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  be  pleased  to  return  to  your  Kingdom, 
to  take  charge  of  its  government,  which  not  only  myself,  but  all  your 
Royal  Highness'  faithful  subjects  desire  with  the  greatest  anxiety. 

May  God  preserve  your  Royal  Highness  many  years. 

To  Bui  Bathurst.  Freneda,  13th  April,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Commissary  Gen., 
Sir  R.  Kennedy,  in  regard  to  his  accounts ;  to  which  subject  I  think  it 
proper  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  to  leave  accounts  unsettled,  for  such  immense 
sums  of  money  as  those  chargeable  to  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  for  so  many  years 
as  are  likely  to  elapse  before  the  accounts  in  question  will  be  even  looked 
at,  is  a  great  public  evil,  as  well  as  a  gross  injustice  to  the  individual 
who  is  loaded  with  such  responsibility ;  and  after  a  long  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  some  experience  in  the  command  of  armies,  and  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  business  of  all  the  departments  is  conducted  and 
settled,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  opinion,  that  by  the  adoption  of 
a  di£Ferent  mode  of  transacting  the  business,  both  evils  would  be  much 
diminished,  if  not  entirely  got  the  better  of. 

According  to  the  existing  system,  the  Commissary  Gen.,  whatever  may 
be  the  extent  of  the  concerns  intrusted  to  his  management,  is  the  only 
person  accountable  to  the  public  ;  and  he  is  responsible  for  the  acts  and 
conduct  of  his  deputies,  for  their  honesty  and  their  abilities,  and  their 
fitness  for  their  situations  and  duties,  although  they  are  appointed  by 
other  authorities  over  which  the  Commissary  Gen.  has  no  control.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  instance  of  such  a  responsibility  for  the  expenditure  of 
money  being  imposed  on  any  other  description  of  officer ;  and  it  appears 
to  me  to  have  originated  in  the  diminutive  nature  of  our  concerns  of  this 
description,  which  rendered  it  possible  for  one  man  personally  to  super- 
intend them,  and  to  have  been  continued  after  their  growth  to  their 
existing  magnitude,  notwithstanding  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  every 
body  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  exercise  an 
efficient  control  over  the  expenditure  and  accounts  of  the  numerous 
persons  who  must,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  intrusted  with  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  the 
other  duties  of  his  office,  more  important  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
the  army  to  which  he  may  be  attadied. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  Uie  Commissary  Gen.  of  an  army  should  be  re- 
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lieved  from  all  responsibility  for  the  accounts  of  that  army.  He  should 
be,  as  he  is  at  present,  the  head  of  the  finance  of  that  army ;  and  he 
should  give  his  orders  for  purchases,  or  for  incurring  other  expenses,  and 
should  issue  money  from  time  to  time  to  those  officers  whom  he  should 
employ  in  making  purchases  or  in  incurring  expenses.  But  his  responsi- 
bility to  the  public  should  end  with  the  production  of  the  receipt  of  the 
officer  who  should  have  received  the  money,  and  his  justification  of  the 
order  which  he  had  issued  for  the  purchase  or  expenditure ;  and  with  his 
return  to  the  Account  office  of  the  name  of  the  officer  to  whom  he  had 
authorised  the  issue  of  money  for  a  particular  service. 

The  officer  who  should  have  received  the  money  should  be  responsible 
for  the  account  of  its  due  expenditure,  and  for  rendering  the  account 
within  a  limited  period  of  time.  The  responsibility  for  accounting  being 
thus  imposed  upon  those  who  actually  make  the  expenditure,  and  being 
divided  among  many,  it  is  certain  that  accounts  would  be  rendered  in  a 
very  limited  and  much  shorter  space  of  time  than  can  be  expected  under 
the  existing  system ;  and  the  control  of  the  office  of  Accotmts  over  the 
accountants  would  be  immediate  and  direct 

Those  who  receive  stores  from  the  Commissary  Gen.  ought  in  like 
manner  to  be  responsible  directly  for  the  care  and  subsequent  disposal  of 
them  according  to  regulation  and  order,  and  for  accounting  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  money;  and  the  Commissary  Gen.'s  responsibility  ought  to 
cease  for  stores  as  well  as  for  money,  on  the  production  of  the  receipt  of 
the  officer  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  and  his  justification  for  the  issue 
to  such  officer. 

But  this  system  would  not  be  attended  by  all  the  beneficial  consequences 
which  might  be  expected  from  it,  unless  the  Accotmt  and  Audit  offices 
should  be  established  on  a  different  footing  from  that  on  which  they  stand 
at  present  It  is  obvious  that  the  Account  office  must  possess  means  of 
exerting  a  more  efficient  control  over  the  expenditure  and  accounting  for 
money  than  they  possess  at  present ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  that  office  of 
accounts  which  may  be  attached  to  an  army  should  have  the  power  of 
finally  passing  accotmts. 

With  these  views  it  is  desirable  that  an  Auditor  General  of  Accounts 
should  be  attached  to  the  army,  with  the  power  of  calling  upon  all  persons 
to  whom  public  money  may  be  intrusted,  or  to  whose  charge  stores  may 
be  delivered  either  for  issue  or  otherwise,  to  account  for  the  same,  and  to 
pass  finally  such  accounts.  The  Auditor  Gen.  should  have  the  means 
and  power  of  inquiring  into  the  prices  of  articles,  and  the  conduct  of 
persons  intrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  or  the  charge 
or  issue  of  stores.    ■ 

I  recommend  the  appointment  of  one  person  to  perform  these  duties 
instead  of  a  Board,  because  I  am  convinced  that  Boards  only  create  delay; 
and  that  the  public  would  gain  more  in  the  way  of  saving  expenditure  by 
the  early  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  than  the  most  sanguine 
could  expect  from  the  superior  vigilance  to  be  exerted  by  a  Board. 

1  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  inconvenience  which  attend 
all  great  changes  in  the  mode  of  conducting  business  in  a  large  and 
actively  employed  department ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  if  your  Lord* 
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ship  and  His  Majesty's  government  should  approve  of  what  1  have  sug- 
gested, and  should  adopt  that  part  which  appears  on  every  ground  to  be 
immediately  necessary,  viz.,  to  appoint  a  special  Auditor  to  reside  at 
Lisbon  for  the  final  examination  of  the  accounts  of  this  army,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  by  degrees  to  carry  into  execution,  under  the  control  of 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  that  part  of  the  measures  above  recom- 
mended which  have  for  their  object  to  relieve  the  Commissary  Gen.  from 
the  weight  of  responsibility  for  his  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  money, 
an4  of  the  issue  of  stores. 

Tj  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  13th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.,  regarding  the  intended  Bill 
to  enable  officers  commanding  detachments  to  assemble  Courts  Martial, 
which  I  think  will  be  of  some  use.  I  enclose  Mr.  Larpent's  observations 
upon  it,  and  mine  upon  his.  I  believe  we  shall  not  mistake  the  meaning 
of  the  word  arsouy  though  it  would  be  better  if  any  other  term  could  be 
used. 

Mr.  Laspbnt^s  (Dbpvtt  Judob  Aotooatb  Obmbsal)  Obsbrtatioms  om  thb  nbw 
Military  Law  Bill. 

Other  act  of  violmct  done— or  if^'my,  I  thuik,  should  be  added  ;  as  many  serious  u^juritM 
mar  scarcely  be  acts  of  vkience. 

I  conclude  tkeft  is  omitted  intentionally,  and  that  ptundtr  is  meant  to  include  it :  bul 
this  will  hardly  meet  every  case  of  stealing. 

Should  not  the  Act  also  be  extended  to  cases  of  insubordmatim,  muiimf,  and  breach  of 
discipline  and  orders,  requiring  (for  example  sake)  immediate  punbhmentf 

Should  not  the  same  powers  be  gireu  to  any  military  commandant  of  a  station  at  or 
near  where  any  offence  may  be  committed,  if  called  upon  by  any  officer  commanding  a 
party,  &c.,  hi  which  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
assemble  a  Court  Martial  himself,  or  if  called  upon  by  any  noii-commissioned  officer  com- 
manding a  party  f 

From  the  title  of  the  Act,  I  must  suppose  mnder  the  itnmtdiate  command,  &c.  is  to  confine 
the  remedy  to  a  dtvision^  brigade,  or  detachment,  when  on  the  march,  and  mparatt  from  the 
main  army.  If  so,  I  think  this  should  be  more  clearW  specified ;  and  also,  tliat  rtgimeni 
or  hattalioH  should  be  added,  as  the  case  will  be  more  likely  to  occur  of  a  battalion  march- 
ing up  singly  to  join,  than  either  a  division  or  brigade. 

Thb  Marquii  of  Wbllimotoii's  OBaBBVATioNS  on  thb  vorbqoino. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  being  to  provide  for  injuries  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  for  which  the  existing  law  does  not  afford  means  of 
punishment,  because  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  evidence  of  the  facts 
on  which  it  is  necessary  to  convict,  I  think  it  should  not  extend  to  the 
cases  of  mutiny,  &c.  It  may  certainly  be  very  desirable  to  make  an 
early  example  in  such  cases ;  but  early  example  is  not  the  object  of  this 
Bill,  but  to  have  some  mode  of  bringing  criminals  to  justice. 

I  think  that  the  power  of  assembling  a  Court  Martial  under  this  Act 
should  be  given  to  the  officer  commanding  a  station,  on  the  complaint  of 
an  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  commanding  a  party  or  detachment 
on  their  march,  or  on  the  complaint  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  crimes  for  which  it  is  desirable  to  find  means  of  punishment  are 
not  generally  committed  by  troops  marching  in  divisions,  brigades,  or 
regiments,  or  battalions,  but  in  small  detachments.  When  a  regiment  or 
large  body  is  marching,  the  soldiers  are  under  the  eye  and  control  of 
their  officers,  and  are  generally  prevented  from  committing  those  crimes, 
and  at  all  events  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  or  larger  body 
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lias  the  power  and  means  of  assembling  a  regimental  or  other  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  offenders ;  and  he  can  punish,  although  pro- 
bably not  to  the  full  extent  which  might  be  desirable,  immediately. 
Officers  mardiing  with  smaller  detachments  have  not  such  powers  or 
means ;  and  it  is  the  object  of  this  Act,  as  I  understand,  to  afford  them. 

7)U  A.Q.  to  Ogloen  eommamUng  —  ngimemts  of  cavalry,  13th  April,  1813. 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desh'e  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  cause  the  men  of  the  regiment  under  your  command  who  shall  have 
been  selected  by  you  for  the  service  of  the  mounted  Staff  corps,  imder  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  my  letter  of  the  9th  inst,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Freneda. 
These  men  are  to  bring  with  them  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  horse  appoint- 
ments, and  each  man  is  to  be  mounted  on  the  horse  which  belonged  to  him  when 
the  returns  of  men  recommended  for  the  mounted  Staff  corps  were  first  called  for. 

To  Dom  M.  Foijas.  ,  Freueda,  14th  April,  1813. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  letter*  for  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  which  I  request  their  Excellencies  the 
Governors  of  the  Kingdom  will  be  pleased  to  read,  and  afterwards  convey 
to  His  Royal  Highness'  presence. 

Having  frequently  made  representations  to  their  Excellencies  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  Kingdom,  as  well  directly  through  means  of  your  Excel* 
lency  as  through  the  intervention  of  his  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  upon 
the  deficiency  of  the  sums  applied  to  the  military  service  of  the  state, 
and  upon  the  means  of  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  Kingdom,  the 
Governors  aforesaid  have  always  thought  proper  to  refuse  to  accede  to 
the  measures  which  I  have  recommended  to  them. 

The  exigencies  of  the  army,  and  of  all  its  establishments,  are  at  this 
moment  in  a  worsis  state  than  they  were  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
campaign ;  the  arrear  of  payment  to  the  officers,  to  the  troops,  and  to  all 
that  belong  to  them,  is  greater  now  than  ever,  although  the  British  sub- 
sidy is  regularly  paid  up  to  the  day. 

I  therefore  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  known  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness my  opinion  upon  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  conducted,  particularly  the  branch  of  finance ;  and  I  transmit  to 
their  Excellencies  the  exposition  I  make  to  His  Royal  Highness  upon 
this  subject,  to  enable  them  to  add  the  observations  thereon  which  they 
may  think  proper,  and  to  forward  the  whole  together  to  His  Royal 
Highness. 

To  tbft  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Freneda,  i4th  April,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  6th 
inst.,  enclosing  one  from  his  Excellency  the  Duque  del  Parque,  com- 
plaining of  the  removal  of  Brigadier  Rich  from  the  3d  army  to  be  In- 
spector General  of  the  cavalry  with  the  army  in  Andalusia. 

This  arrangement  was  made  by  the  late  Regency  before  1  was  appointed 
to  command  the  army ;  and  Brigadier  Rich  is  now  employed  in  superin- 
tending the  organisation  of  the  cavalry  in  Andalusia. 

The  Duque  del  Parque  has  made  no  report  to  me  respecting  the  unfit- 

*  See  p.  417. 
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ne88  of  Brigadier to  command  the  cavalry  of  the  3d  army ;  nor  has 

he  informed  me  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  responsible  for  the 
cavalry  under  his  command  unless  Brigadier  Rich  shall  be  sent  back  to 
the  3d  army.  When  he  does  make  such  reports  to  me,  I  shall  state  my 
reasons  for  thinking  that  he  is  and  must  be  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  unless  he  shall  state  and  prove  sub- 
stantial ground  of  complaint  against  the  officers  employed  under  him  by 
the  authority  of  the  Regency. 

Au  Duqae  del  Infantada.  Fkeiied%  ce  14  AttH,  18ia   ' 

J'ai  le  plaisir  de  vous  faire  sayoir  que  j'ai  aujourd'hui  ^rit  une  lettre 
au  gouvemement,  par  la  poste  de  cette  nuit,  pour  proposer  au  gouveme- 
ment  que  vous  soyez  employ<$  k  la  4^  arm«Se ;  et  j'ai  arrangt^  avec  le  Q^n. 
Castanos  que  vous  devez  commander  cette  parlie  de  la  4°^  armt^  qui  sert 
avec  Paring  allitfe  Anglo-Portugaise  sous  mes  ordres.  J'ai  aussi  do- 
mand<$  d'ajouter  k  k  4^  wnaie  deux  batailkxis  de  la  garde  Espagnole ; 
dont  Pun  doit  venir  de  Cadiz,  quand  il  sera  relev^  par  un  qui  yient  de 
Grenade ;  et  Tautre  doit  venir  de  la  3n*  arm<Se. 

To  Major  Qcd.  tiio  Hon.  K.  Pkkeoham.  Ywrnda,  Uth  Apnl,  18IS. 

I  have  this  morning  received  yours  of  the  12th,  from  which  I  under- 
stand that  you  are  disposed  to  tidce  the  office  of  the  Adj.  Gen.,  if  your 
health  should  permit  it.  Understanding  from  what  you  had  before  said 
of  an  official  department  in  the  army,  that  you  were  disinclined  to  fill 
one,  I  was  anxious  to  have  your  answer,  so  as  to  be  able  to  recommend 
Lord  Aylmer,  by  this  day's  mail,  and  I  desired  Lord  FitzRoy  to  write  to 
Abercromby  yesterday  morning,  to  request  that  you  would  allow  him  to 
write  one  line,  to  say  whether  you  would  take  the  office  or  not ;  but  as  il 
appears  from  your  letter  of  the  12th  that  there  are  hopes  that  you  will 
take  the  office,  I  have  no  objection  to  wait  for  your  decision  as  long  as 
you  may  wish  it,  and  1  shall  this  day  write  to  England  to  say  thai  I  in- 
tend hereafter  to  recommend  you  for  the  situation. 

Tb  Col.  Torreni,  Military  Seoretary.  Frmeda,  14th  April,  1818. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  from  Sir  C.  Stewart,  and  from  Lord 
Bathurst  that  Sir  Charles  had  accepted  a  diplomatic  situation  (received  by 
the  last  mail),  I  propose  to  recommend  that  Major  Gen.  Pakenham  should 
be  appointed  Adj.  Gen.,  if  his  health  should  enable  him  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  situation :  if  not,  I  propose  to  recommend  that  Lord  Aylmer 
should  be  appointed  the  Adj.  Gen.,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Elley  the  D.  A.  G. 
I  should  still,  however,  propose  to  leave  Col.  Elley  attached  to  the  cavalry, 
unless,  by  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  Adj.  Gen.,  he  should  be  called 
to  take  charge  of  the  department 

To  Eail  Bathtmt  Franada,  Uth  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  March  in  regard  to  Gen.  Sir  C* 
Stewart;  and  I  find,  from  a  communication  which  he  had  made  to  an 
officer  who  is  attached  to  the  Adj.  Gen.*s  department  here,  that  the  Prince 
Regent  had  some  time  ago  informed  him  that  he  should  send  him  on  this 
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tnission  to  Berlin,  if  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  send  any  body. 
This  officer,  Capt  Wood,  is  to  go  with  him,  and  knew  of  the  arrangement 
6  weeks  ago.  I  have  written  to  CoL  Torrens  to  inform  him  that  I  pro- 
pose  to  recommend  Gen.  Pakenham  for  the  situation,  if  his  health  should 
allow  him  to  accept  of  it,  and  Lord  Aylmer,  if  it  should  not. 

To  Ewl  Bathuitt  Fiaieda,  14th  April,  1818. 

The  enemy  have  continued  to  move  troops  firom  the  Tagus  towards  the 
Duero,  and  one  division  of  the  army  of  the  South  have  relieved  at  Sala- 
manca the  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal  which  have  been  there  for 
some  time,  and  have  now  marched  towards  the  Duero ;  another  division  of 
the  army  of  the  South  being  at  Avila. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  King  continue  at  Yalladolid,  those  of  the 
array  of  Portugal  at  Palenda,  those  of  the  army  of  the  Centre  at  Cuellar, 
and  those  of  the  army  of  the  South  at  Ma^d,  according  to  the  last 
accounts. 

I 
To  Barl  Bidfauxst.  FreMda,  14th  April,  1813. 

We  have  liad  a  little  rain,  and  I  propose  to  put  the  troops  in  motion  on 
the  1st  May.  I  am  much  afraid,  however,  that  our  horses  will  suffer 
much  in  the  course  of  the  campaign  from  the  extraordinary  dryness  of 
the  winter  and  spring,  particularly  as  we  have  so  much  new  cavalry,  all 
of  a  description  of  which  the  officers  are  not  remarkable  for  giving  much 
attention  to  the  care  of  the  soldiers'  horses.  I  therefore  draw  your  Lord- 
ship's attention  thus  early  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  supply  of  horses  for 
the  artillery. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  incredulous  respecting 
the  difficulties  of  procuring  horses  in  England  for  the  service  of  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  of  this  army.  1000  horses  for  the  cavalry  in  this 
winter  and  spring  would  have  given  the  army  the  service  of  3,  if  not  4, 
regiments  of  cavalry,  from  which  I  have  been  obliged,  by  orders  firom 
the  Horse  Guards,  to  draft  their  horses,  very  much  against  their  inclina- 
tion. We  are  now  so  deficient  in  horses  for  the  artillery,  that  I  shall,  as 
usual,  take  the  field  with  an  equipment  of  artillery  far  inferior  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  what  I  intended  to  take  with  me ;  and  we  shall  have  no 
spare  horses  whatever. 

Surely  horses  of  5  and  6  years  old  cannot  be  wanting  in  England ;  and, 
if  it  is  possible  to  collect  in  3  months  in  France  between  30,000  and 
40,000  horses  for  the  remount  of  the  French  cavalry  and  artillery,  it  can- 
not be  impossible  to  collect  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  one  twentieth  of 
the  number  for  the  supply  of  this  army.  It  is  very  possible  that  the 
persons  usually  employed  to  supply  horses,  and  the  ordinary  means,  and 
perhaps  even  the  ordinary  price,  are  not  sufficient  to  procure  a  large 
supply  at  a  moment;  but  England  must  be  much  altered  if  there  is  any 
deficiency  of  horses. 

I  think  the  question  of  price  is  deserving  of  some  attention.  The  sum 
of  25  guineas  is  paid  for  a  dragoon  horse,  but  he  is  rising  3  years  old,  and 
is  not  fit  for  work,  and  much  less  for  service,  for  a  year  and  a  ha]  f  or  two 
years.     In  estimating  his  cost  to  the  public  at  5  years  old,  the  age  at 
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which  we  prefer  them  here,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  add  to  the  sum  about 
halfaa  much  more;  if  that  be  true^  would  there  be  any  thing  unreason^ 
ably  extravagant  in  giving  £40  or  40  guineas  for  5  and  6  year  old  horses 
or  mares  for  the  regiments  on  service,  and  ^45  or  45  guineas  for  horses 
for  the  artillery  abroad  ?  If  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  do  this^  there 
remains  then  only  to  draft  the  5  and  6  year  old  horses  from  the  regiments 
on  the  home  establishment,  and  to  make  a  great  effort  to.  replace  ikcm 
in  the  regiments  by  purchases  of  2  and  3  year  old  at  the  usual  price. 
But  if  this  is  done,  care  must  be  taken  that  the  regiments  on  the  home 
service  don't  send  us  out  their  old  and  worn  out  horses,  as  they  did  upon 
a  former  occasion,  of  which  there  is  one  instance  of  the  whole  remount  of 
one  regiment  dying  in  consequence  of  one  day's  work. 

In  suggesting  these  measures  to  your  Lordship,  I  am  perhaps  travelling 
out  of  my  line ;  but  the  success  of  our  operations  here  depends  so  much 
upon  the  state  of  our  cavalry  and  artillery,  that  I  cannot  avoid  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  these  suggestions. 

MEKOBANnDM  OH  THB  OPXBATION8  TO  BE  CARBIKD  ON,  ON  THE    BASTBRN  COAST  OV 

THB    FXNmSDUL. 

To  Lieut  G«n.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart  14th  April,  1813. 

1.  It  is  obvious  that  these  operations  cannot  be  commenced  with  advan-^ 
tage  till  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  shall  take  the  field  in 
Castillo,  which  is  intended  in  the  first  days  of  the  month  of  May. 
.  2.  The  troops  applicable  to  these  operations  are  the  allied  British  and 
Sicilian  corps,  and  the  Spanish  divisions  under  Major  Gen.  Whittingham 
and  Major  Gen.  Roche,  under  the  command  of  Sir  J.  Murray ;  that  part 
of  the  2d  army  under  Gen.  £lio,  composed  of  regular  troops;  and  the 
regular  troops  of  the  3d  army  under  the  command  of  the  Duque  del 
Parque. 

3.  The  objects  for  the  operations  of  the  troops  on  the  Eastern  coast  of 
Spain  are :  1st ;  To  obtain  possession  of  the  open  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Valencia :  2dly ;  To  obtain  an  establishment  on  the  sea  coast  north  of  the 
£bro,  so  as  to  open  a  communication  with  the  army  of  Catalonia ;  and 
eventually :  3dly ;  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  retire  from  the  Lower  Ebro. 

4.  Although  these  objects  are  noticed  in  this  order,  circumstances  may 
render  expedient  a  departure  from  it,  and  that  the  one  mentioned  in  the 
third  instance  should  precede  that  mentioned  in  the  second. 

5.  If  Sir  J.  Murray  possesses  the  means  of  embarking  10,000  infantry 
and  artillery,  or  more,  tiie  first  and  second  objects  may  be  combined  with 
great  advantage :  that  is  to  say,  that  the  attempt  to  secure  the  second 
object  by  a  brisk  attack  upon  Tarragona  with  all  the  British  and  Sicilian 
corps,  and  such  part  of  the  division  of  Gen.  Whittingham  or  Gen.  Roche 
as  can  be  transported  to  Tarragona,  will  necessarily  induce  Suchet  to 
weaken  his  force  so  considerably  in  Valencia,  as  to  enable  Gen.  Elio  and 
the  Duque  del  Parque  to  take  possession  of  a  great  part,  if  not  of  all  the 
open  country  in  that  kingdom. 

6.  The  first  object  will  then  be  attained. 

7.  The  second  will  be  a  question  of  time  and  means.  If  Suchet,  not* 
withstanding  the  junction  of  the  troops  of  the  Ist  army  with  those  under 
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Sir  J.  Murray,  should  be  so  strong  m  Catalonia  as  to  oblige  that  Genend 
to  raise  the  siege,  and  to  embark  without  accomplishing  his  object,  the 
first  object  will  at  least  have  been  gained  without  difficulty;  and  the 
return  of  Sir  J.  Murray's  corps  into  the  kingdom  of  Valencia  will 
secure  it 

8.  If  Sir  J.  Murray  should  succeed  in  taking  Tarragona,  the  first  and 
second  objects  will  have  been  attained,  and  a  foundation  will  have  been 
laid  for  the  attainment  of  the  third  object 

9.  Orders  have  been  sent  for  the  Duque  del  Parque  to  commence  his 
movement  from  his  position  at  Jaen,  and  to  proceed  to  put  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  2d  army,  either  by  posting  himself  at  Almanza,  or 
at  Yecla. 

10.  As  soon  as  the  corps  under  the  Duque  del  Parque  arrives  in  com- 
munication with  Gen.  £lio,  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  and  Gen. 
Whittingham's  division  should  embark,  to  the  number  of  at  least  10,000 
men,  or  more  if  possible,  and  proceed  immediately  to  the  attack  of  Tarra- 
gona, in  which  they  should  be  aided  by  the  1st  army. 

11.  The  troops  remaining  in  the  Idngdom  of  Valencia,  that  i^  to  say, 
those  under  the  Duque  del  Parque  and  Gen.  £lio,  and  ihose  of  G^. 
Whittingham's  and  Gen.  Roche's  divisions,  and  of  the  allied  British 
and  Sicilian  corps  which  should  not  embark,  should  continue  on  the 
defensive,  and  retire,  even  upon  the  lines  at  Alicante,  if  it  diould  be 
necessary. 

12.  But  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  found  that  Suchet  begins  to  weaken  his 
force  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  they  are  to  follow  him  up,  and  take 
possession  of  as  large  a  part  of  that  kingdom  as  it  may  be  in  their  power 
to  do. 

la.  It  must  be.  understood,  however,  by  the  General  officers  at  Uie 
head  of  these  troops,  that  the  success  of  all  our  endeavors  in  the  ensuing 
campaign  will  depend  upon  none  of  the  corps  being  beaten,  of  which  the 
operating  armies  will  be  composed ;  and  that  they  will  be  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  turn  the  enemy,  rather  than  attack  him  in  a  strong  position  ; 
and  that  I  shall  forgive  any  thing,  excepting  that  one  of  the  corps  should 
be  beaten  or  dispersed. 

14.  Sir  J.  Murray  will  take  with  him  to  the  siege  of  Tarragona  sucb 
of  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  cavalry  as  he  may  have  horse  transports 
to  convey ;  the  remainder,  with  the  cavalry  belonging  ta  Gen.  Whitting- 
ham's division,  will  remain  with  the  troops  under  Gen.  £lio  and  the 
Duque  del  Parque. 

15.  If  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  should  be  obliged  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Tarragona,  and  embark,  or,  at  all  events,  when  he  returns  to  the  kingdom 
of  Valencia,  he  is  to  land  as  iar  to  the  north  as  may  be  in  his  power,  in 
order  to  join  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  troops  under  Gen.  £lio  and 
the  Duque  del  Parque ;  and  the  mules  and  other  equipments  belonging 
to  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps,  which  must  necessarily  be  left 
behind  at  Alicante,  are  to  join  that  corps  at  the  place  of  disembarkation. 

16.  If  Tarragona  should  be  taken,  it  must  be  garrisoned  by  a  part  of 
the  1  St  army  under  Gen.  Copons. 

17.  In  case  Sir  J.  Murray  should  not  have  the  means  of  embarking 
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lOyOOO  infiintry,  at  least,  the  corps  of  troops  to  undertake  a  serious  opera- 
tion on  the  sea  coast  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  wUl  not  be  sufficient, 
and  the  plan  must  be  altered ;  and  the  following  measures  must  be  adopted 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  force  in  rear  of  his  right 

18.  1st ;  The  regiments,  as  stated  in  the  margin,*  must  be  detached 
from  the  2d  and  3d  armies,  and  must  be  embarked.  These,  with  about 
the  same  number  recentlj  ordered  from  Chilicia,  will  augment  the  army 
of  Catalonia  sufficiently  to  enable  them,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Oen. 
Copons,  to  take  the  field  against  the  enemy's  troops  now  in  Catalonia,  and 
to  force  them  to  remain  in  their  garrisons. 

19.  As  soon  as  he  shall  be  joined  by  these  reinforcements,  Gen.  Copons 
should  make  himself  master  of  the  open  country,  particularly  between 
Tarragona  and  Tortoea,  and  that  place  and  Lerida. 

20.  2dly ;  The  3d  army  of  the  Duque  del  Parque  should  be  employed 
to  turn  the  right  of  the  enemy's  positions  in  Valencia,  while  the  allied 
troopa  under  Sir  J.  Murray  and  Gen.  £lio  will  attack  them  in  front.  I 
imagine  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Duque  del  Parque  to  proceed,  in 
this  case,  as  far  as  Utiel  and  Requeiia,  before  he  will  be  able  to  make  any 
impression  on  the  position  of  the  Jucar. 

21.  In  proportion  as  the  allied  troops  shall  gain  ground,  this  operation 
will  be  repeated ;  the  3d  army  continuing  to  moye  upon  the  enemy's  right 
till  it  shall  come  in  communication  with  the  1st  army  on  the  left  of  the 
Ebro.  With  this  object  in  view,  Gen.  Copons  and  the  Duque  del  Ptoque 
should  keep  in  constant  communication. 

Note,  It  would  be  very  desirable  that,  if  practicable,  Gen.  Copons  should 
get  possession  of  Mequinenza. 

22.  When  the  enemy  shall  have  been  forced  across  the  Ebro,  either  by 
the  maritime  operations  in  rear  of  his  left,  or  by  those  just  described  on 
his  right,  it  will  rest  with  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  to  determine,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  the  line  to  be  pursued,  in  a  view  to  the  local  situation  of 
affiurs,  in  respect  to  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  operations ;  whether  to 
establish  the  Spanish  authority  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  by  obtaining 
possession  of  Murviedro,  Pefiiscola,  and  any  other  fortified  posts  there 
may  be  within  that  kingdom,  or  to  attack  Tortosa  or  Tarragona,  sup- 
posing that  that  place  should  not  have  fallen  by  the  maritime  operations 
first  proposed. 

23.  In  my  opinion,  the  decision  on  this  point,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon 
the  state  of  affairs  on  the  eastern  coast,  will  depend  much  upon  the  prac- 
ticability and  facility  of  communicating  with  the  shipping  on  the  coast, 
without  haying  possession  of  the  maritime  posts  in  Valencia. 

24.  If  that  should  be  practicable,  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  attain 
the  2d  and  3d  objects  of  the  operations,  without  waiting  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  the  posts  within  the  kingdom  of  Valencia ;  respecting  which,  it  is 
hoped,  there  would  be  no  doubt,  when  the  operations  of  the  Ist  army 
should  be  connected  with  those  of  the  2d  and  3d  and  of  the  troops  under 
Sir  J.  Murray. 

25.  The  divisions  composed  of  irregular  troops  attached  to  the  2d  army, 

*  Voluntariot  de  Jaen,  of  tiie  1st  division  of  the  3d  anny ;  the  regiment  of  Alicaute, 
of  Geo.  Roche's  diviiioo ;  ad  de  Burgos,  of  Gen.  Whittingfaaoi's  division. 
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and  commanded  by  Gens.  Duran  and  Villa  Campa,  should  direct  their 
attention  to  prevent  all  communication  between  the  enemy's  main  army 
under  the  King  in  person,  and  that  under  Suchet. 

26.  The  operations  of  these  divisions  should  be  carried  on  on  the  left 
of,  and  in  communication  with,  the  Duque  del  Parque ;  and,  in  propor* 
tion  as  the  3d  army  should  move  towards  the  Ebro,  the  operations  of  these 
divisions  should  be  pushed  forwards  likewise. 

27.  The  division  of  Don  Juan  Martin  must  be  kept  in  reserve,  nearly 
in  its  present  situation,  and  directions  shall  be  sent  to  Don  Juan  Martin. 

28.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  having  under  his  command  the  largest  and 
most  efficient  body  of  troops,  upon  whose  movements  those  of  the  others 
will  d^>end  essentially,  will  direct  the  operations  of  all  the  corps  of 
troops  referred  to  in  this  memorandum,  when  their  operations  shall  be 
connected  immediately  with  those  of  the  corps  of  troops  under  his 
command. 

29.  If  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray's  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  and  the 
whole  or  part  of  Gen.  Whittingham's  division  should  embark,  Gen.  the 
Duque  del  Parque  will  direct  the  operations  ordered  in  this  memorandum 
to  be  carried  on  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia ;  but,  in  either  case,  the  General 
officers  commanding  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  armies,  and  Gen.  Whittingham, 
must  command  each  their  separate  corps. 

To  Lieot  Gen.  Sir  J.  Mumj,  But  Freneda,  16tb  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  1st  April,  and  I  now  transmit  a 
memorandum  on  the  operations  which  I  wish  should  be  carried  on  on  the 
Eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  translated  copies  of  which  are  gone  to  the 
Duque  del  Parque,  Gen.  Elio,  and  Gen.  Copons. 

In  forming  a  plan  of  operations  for  troops  in  the  Peninsula,  it  is  neces- 
sary always  to  bear  in  mind  their  inefficiency,  notwithstanding  their  good 
inclinations,  their  total  want  of  every  thing  which  could  keep  them  toge- 
ther as  armies,  and  of  the  necessary  equipments  of  cannon,  &c.  &c.,  and 
their  repeated  failures  in  the  accomplishment  even  of  the  most  trifling 
objects,  notwithstanding  the  personal  bravery  of  the  individuals  composing 
the  armies.  If  I  had  had  to  form  a  plan  for  the  operations  of  half  the 
numbers  of  real  soldiers,  well  equipped  and  prepared  for  the  field,  it 
would  have  been  one  of  a  very  different  description ;  but  such  a  plan 
would  not  suit,  and  could  not  be  executed  by  the  instruments  with  which 
you  have  to  work. 

I  beg  therefore  that  you  will  set  to  work  as  soon  as  you  may  think 
proper,  as  proposed  in  the  enclosed  memorandum.  I  have  nothing  to 
say  to  the  equipments  or  establishments  of  your  troops,  or  to  any  thing 
relating  to  them,  excepting  their  operations,  and  die  occasion  and  period 
of  quitting  the  Peninsula  if  there  should  be  occasion.  But  if  you  will 
send  me  a  regular  report  of  the  mules  and  horses  you  have  purchased, 
stating  the  prices,  and  for  what  purpose,  I  will  send  you  the  regular 
authority  for  the  purchase. 

I  still  object,  however,  to  your  feeding  Gen.  Roche's  or  Gen.  Whit- 
tingham's, or  any  other  Spanish  troops  in  Spain,  as  occasioning  an  useless 
expense  to  such  an  amount  as  that  Great  Britain  cannot  bear  it,  and  as 
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eventually  likely  to  break  down  your  own  departments.  I  am  likewise 
certain  that,  if  those  officers  take  pains,  your  assistance,  however  loudly 
they  may  call  for  it,  is  not  required.  As  long  as  I  have  served  in  Spain, 
I  have  never  done  such  a  thing,  and  never  will. 

P.S.  Of  all  your  wants  that  of  artillery-men  appears  most  extraordinary. 
Besides  the  artillery-men  who  came  with  the  corps  from  Sicily,  which,  as 
the  corps  came  to  carry  on  a  siege,  I  conclude  cannot  be  inconsiderable 
in  number,  you  have  2  companies  of  British  and  2  of  Portuguese  artil- 
lery belonging  to  this  army ;  I  believe  the  very  same  men,  in  the  same 
numbers,  that  took  Badajoz  for  us  last  spring.  It  would,  however,  be 
very  desirable,  now  that  the  communication  is  quite  secure,  if  you  could 
send  me  a  regular  return  of  your  force.  I  cannot  let  you  have  the 
artillery-men  at  Carthagena,  as  I  have  nothing  else  to  take  care  of  our 
stores,  &c.,  there ;  but,  if  4  companies,  besides  those  belonging  to  Sicily, 
are  not  enough,  I  will  try  to  send  more  from  this  army. 

To  the  R(.  HoQ.  Sir  H.  Welletlej,  fLB,  Frenedi,  I6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  7th  and  Uth. 

I  concur  entirely  with  you  respecting  the  sending  Spanish  troops  to 
America.  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  prevent  it,  and  I  think  it  best  that 
you  should  make  none.  The  Minister  at  War  promises  fairly,  but  he 
still  violates  daily  the  engagements  made  with  me. 

What  I  meant  by  the  encouragement  given  by  us  to  the  licentiousness 
of  the  Spanish  press,  referred  to  that  by  individuals,  and  particularly 
by . 

I  should  wish  you  to  send  100,000  dollars  to  each  of  the  1st,  2d,  and 
3d  armies,  and  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  between  this  time  and 
the  1st  May,  if  you  can.  I  shall  inform  the  government  that  I  have 
made  this  request.  How  much  have  you  given  to  each  army  of  the  sum 
settled  to  be  given  when  I  was  at  Cadiz  ? 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  the  operations  to  be  under- 
taken on  the  Eastern  coast.  I  shall  send  to  England  your  letter,  &c.,  on 
loans. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Vwmtdm,  I6th  April,  1813. 

I  have  given  directions  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  artillery  at  Lisbon 
to  prepare  for  embarkation  a  company  of  artillery,  which  I  am  desirous 
should  be  sent  to  Alicante;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  provide  tonnage  to 
convey  them  there  under  convoy  of  a  ship  of  war. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadia.  Freneda,  17th  April,  1813. 

In  consequence  of  a  desire  which  I  transmitted,  as  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  British  army,  through  His  Majesty's  minister  at  Cadiz,  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  the  Regency  regarding  the  payment  for 
certain  supplies  received  by  the  troops  under  my  command  in  Castille 
during  the  last  campaign,  the  Regency  desired  that  payment  should  be 
made  into  the  national  treasury.  I  now  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Gen.  Castaiios,  pointing  out  the  inconveniences  which  the 
service  will  feel  here  if  the  money  should  not  be  paid  into  the  provincial 
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treasury  ^  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  representation  of  Gen.  Cas- 
tanos  to  the  consideration  of  the  Regency,  and  that  I  should  receive  direo- 
tions  accordingly. 

The  A.Q.  to  Staff  Smyetm .  17th  April,  1813. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  having  thought  proper,  in  consequence  of  a  re^ 

Eresentation  from  Lieut  Col.  Elley  respecting  a  transaction  "which  occurred 
etween  him  and  you  in  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  quarters,  to  cause  in- 
quiry  to  be  made  regarding  the  class  in  which  the  quarter  occupied  by  you  at  that 
period  was  classed,  and  the  circumstances  imder  which  the  billet  was  obtained  by 
you,  and  it  appearing  that  the  quarter  was  classed  as  a  Field  ofiicer*s  quarter,  to 
which  you  are  not  entitled  by  your  rank  in  the  service,  his  Lordship  has  directed 
me  to  signify  to  you  that  if  any  further  complaint  of  you  should  reach  him  upon 
the  subject  of  quarters,  he  will  order  you  to  move  out  of  any  quarter  which  you 
may  happen  to  occupy  at  the  time,  and  to  occupy  your  tent. 

T7te  A.Q,  to  Officen  commanding  dimtumt.  17tb  April,  1813. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  returns  of  sick  in  general 
hospital  of  the  division  under  your  command,  which  have  been  forwarded  to  this 
office  by  Dr.  M'Grigor,  Inspector  Gen.  of  hospitals,  in  compliance  with  the  G.  O.  of 
the  14th  Feb.,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Commanding  officers  of  regimenu 
to  account  for  men  whose  names  do  not  appear  in  the  nominal  lists  of  *  sick  absent  * 
and  men  *  on  command,*  which  have  been  forwarded  to  this  office  by  the  several 
regiments  of  this  army.  In  reference  to  the  accompanying  returns  I  have  to  ob- 
serve that  the  names  through  which  a  red  line  has  been  £rawn  have  been  disco- 
vered in  the  regimental  nominal  lists  of  *  sick  absent '  and  of  men  '  on  command,'  but 
that  the  names  through  which  a  red  line  has  not  been  drawn  are  not  to  be  found 
in  either  of  those  lists.  After  the  accompanying  returns  shall  have  been  care- 
ftilly  examined  by  the  several  regiments,  1  request  that  they  may  be  sent  back  to 
me,  wiUi  a  remark  opposite  to  each  name  (of  those  through  which  a  red  line  has 
not  been  drawn),  statmg  whether  the  man  belongs  to  the  regiment,  and  if  so,  in 
what  manner  he  has  hitherto  been  returned.  With  a  view  of  ascertaining  as  far 
as  possible  whether  any,  and  to  what  extent,  men  have  been  entertained  in 
general  hospital  under  feigned  names,  and  as  belonging  to  regiments  to  which  in 
reality  tliey  do  not  belong,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  cause  an  officer  per  regiment  to  proceed  to  the  general  hospitals  named 
m  the  margin,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  the  general  hospital,  and  of  examining 
the  Purveyor's  registers  to  discover  men  oelongin^  to  their  respective  regiments. 
It  will  be  necessary  that  the  officers  selected  fpr  tnis  duty  should  be  those  who, 
from  their  Ions  service  in  the  regiment  and  their  knowledge  of  the  men,  are  the 
best  calculated  to  obtain  the  desired  information. 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Freneda,  18th  April,  1813. 

The  government  have  been  very  stingy  of  the  supplies,  not  only  of 
horses  for  our  artillery,  but  of  drivers  to  take  care  of  the  few  they  have 
sent  us,  and  we  want  350  drivers.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  you  can  assist  me  with  a  few  drivers,  or 
can  let  us  have  the  use  of  some  of  the  dismounted  cavalry  to  take  care 
of  some  of  our  artillery  stores. 

I  will  let  you  know  by  to-morrow's  post  at  what  places  we  shall  re^ 
quire  them. 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  Bei«tford,  K.B.  Freneda,  18th  April,  1813. 

Sir  R.  Fletcher  has  suggested  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
have  with  the  army  the  whole,  if  possible,  if  not,  a  large  detachment  at 
least,  of  the  corps  of  Portuguese  sappers  under  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
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Portuguese  engineers,  not  of  higher  rank  than  that  of  Major.  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  number  of  this 
corps  are  fit  for  service,  and  if  you  will  order  such  of  then>  as  are,  or  the 
whole  if  possible,  to  march  upon  Coimbra,  letting  me  know  when  they 
will  arrive. 

I  have  just  received  your  letters  of  the  13th  and  14th. 

To  die  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Frooeda,  I8tli  April,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  (marked  muy  refcrvado) 
of  the  8th  inst,  and  I  have  read  its  enclosures  with  the  greatest  attention. 

The  writer  of  them  is  certainly  unacquainted  with  the  numbers,  the 
position,  or  the  circumstances,  as  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  armies  of 
the  several  allied  nations;  and  he  appears  to  me  to  be  equally  unac- 
quainted with  the  position  of  the  enemy's  armies ;  and  not  to  be  aware  of 
the  facilities  which  they  possess  of  effecting  a  junction  of  their  different 
corps,  long  before  the  armies  of  the  allied  nations,  supposing  them  to  be 
sufficiently  numerous,  could  perform  the  proposed  operations. 

Having  had  a  long  experience  in  the  operations  of  war,  particularly 
against  the  French,  I  am  induced  to  doubt  very  much  the  practicability 
of  the  execution  of  all  schemes  such  as  that  proposed  for  the  surprise  of 
the  post  of  Toledo ;  of  the  head  quarters  of  one  of  the  corps  tParmSey  &c,  &e. 

In  order  to  see  the  fallacy  of  such  schemes,  it  is  only  necessary  to  re- 
flect upon  the  difficulty,  nay  impossibility,  of  moving  through  the  enemy's 
posts,  unperceived,  such  a  body  of  troops,  1000  men,  as  are  required  to 
execute  such  a  scheme.  In  truth,  it  is  very  frequently  difficult  for  a 
single  man  to  pass  through  them  to  carry  a  letter ;  and  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  expect  that  1000  men  could  pass  through  many  leagues  of 
country  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  order  to  surprise  the  head  quarters,  or 
park  of  artillery,  in  such  a  town  as  Toledo. 

nt  A.G.  to  Lma,  Col,  JrmtackUdt,  \ti  htuart,  K.QJL.  19th  April,  1813. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  Lieut  Col.  Scovell  that  the  horses  of  two  of 
tiie  soldiers  of  the  Ist  hussars  who  arrived  here  vesterday  for  the  mounted  Staff 
corps  have  been  changed  for  others,  notwithstanding  the  directions  contained  hi 
my  drcular  letter  of  the  ISth  mst. ;  it  has  been  determmed,  however,  that  one  of 
the  hones  so  changed  shall  be  returned,  but  the  other  is  sent  badi,  and  I  am  to 
desure  that  the  horse  which  was  in  pDssession  of  Fred.  Neils  at  the  period  when 
the  returns  of  men  of  the  mounted  Staff  corps  were  first  oallod  for,  may  be  sent 
hereinphice  of  it 

Tk0  A.Q.  to  Commandantt  o/hotpital  ttatioHM,  19th  April,  1813. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  having  been  pleased  to  direct  that  an  officer  per 
recent  of  cortun  divisions  shall  proceed  to  the  general  hosfntal  stations  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  respective  cantonments  for  the  purpose  of  searching  the 
general  hospitab,  and  of  ezaminmg  the  Purveyor's  register  with  a  view  of  Swco- 
vering  men  who  may  have  been  entertained  in  the  general  hosptals  under  feigned 
names,  and  as  belonp^g  to  regiments  to  which  in  reality  the^  do  not  belong,  I  am 
to  desire  that  the  officers  who  will  arrive  at  the  general  hospital  station  under  your 
command  for  the  above  purpose  may  receive  every  assistance  towards  obtaining  tiie 
desired  information  which  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  afford,  and  I  request  that 
you  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  the  Purveyor,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  also  prejjared  to  assist  the  officer  in  fiilfillmg  the  object  in  view. 
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To  Lieut  Col.  Holmes,  3(1  dragoon  guards.  Freneda,  20th  April,  1813. 

The  Sec.  at  War  has  transmitted  to  me  your  letter  to  his  Lordship,  of 
the  30th  Jan.  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  profits  made  by  Paymasters  of 
regiments  in  this  country. 

I  don't  understand  what  sums  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymasters  of 
regiments  in  this  army  for  non-effectives;  nor  do  I  understand  exactly 
what  is  meant  by  tliat  term.  As  the  Sec.  at  War  has  referred  this  sub- 
ject for  my  consideration,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give 
me  such  further  explanation  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welleeley,  K.B.  FreMda,  20th  Apol,  1813. 

Having  written  to  Lord  Bathurst  on  the  subject,  the  govemihent  have 
consented  to  our  removing  such  of  the  military  agents  as  we  might  think 
proper ;  and  I  think  that  Gens.  Roche,  Whittingham,  and  Doyle,  being 
employed  as  Spanish  Generals,  should  no  longer  be  paid  as  military 
agents ;  and  if  you  concur  in  this  opinion,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if 
you  will  notify  to  them  that,  after  the  end  of  this  month,  they  are  not  to 
receive  their  allowances;  or  let  me  know  if  you  wish  that  I  should,  and  I 
will.  If  Doyle  does  not  receive,  he  should  hereafter  be  paid,  his  Spanish 
allowance. 

The  clothing,  &c.  can  be  hereafter  issued  to  the  Spanish  corps  through 
the  Spanish  authorities,  whom  I  shall  hold  responsible  for  their  due  dis- 
tribution. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Freneda,  20th  AprU,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship^s  dispatch  (No.  112)  of  the  31st  March, 
in  regard  to  the  dangers  to  the  British  shipping  at  Coruna,  in  consequence 

Q.  M.  G.  \o  Lieut.  Ck)l.  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Cathcart,  A.  Q.  M.  G.     Freneda,  soth  April,  I8is. 

Gen.  Bock  will  have  communicated  to  you  the  intended  movement  of  the  3  brigades  of 
cavalry  on  the  coast  to  the  country  about  Braga,  Guimaraens,  and  Santo  Tirzo.  The 
sooner  they  get  there  the  better,  as  they  may  then  have  some  days*  halt  previously  to  their 
furtlier  movements ;  and,  indeed,  the  chief  object  of  the  present  arrangement  is  to  break 
the  length  of  their  intended  march. 

The  regiments  should  start  as  complete  as  possible  in  every  kind  of  field  equipment,  as, 
aAer  passing  Oporto,  they  will  be  at  a  distance  ftota  all  supplies  of  diose  articles. 

The  further  movement  of  the  3  brigades  from  the  province  of  Minho  will  be  directed 
probably  upon  Braganta  and  Vimioso,  or  into  the  country  t)etween  VimioiO  and  Miranda 
de  Douro. 

The  brigade  moving  from  Braga  will  probably  be  ordered  to  march  by  the  road  of 
Chaves  to  Braganza ;  that  from  Guimaraens  may  find  a  direct  route,  I  hope^  upon  Villa 
Franca,  and  thence  by  Val  Pa^os  to  Bcaganxa,  or  towards  Vimioso^  leaving  Braganza  to 
the  left. 

Another  column  may  move  by  Amarante,  Villa  Real,  and  Mirandella. 

I  should  wish  officers  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  poesible  to  reconnaitre  the  above  routes. 
They  should  be  directed  to  report  upon  the  nature  of  the  road,  the  distances,  (he  accom- 
modations for  cantoning,  the  best  bivouacking  places  (should  it  be  necessary  to  bivouac), 
and  the  supply  of  forage. 

I  should  think  it  unnecessary  for  these  officers  to  rqoin  until  their  regiments  have  moved 
forward.  They  should,  therefore,  send  written  reports  back  to  you,  to  enable  you  to 
regulate  the  routes  of  the  regiments  to  the  best  advantage ;  and  I  beg  they  may  also  be 
instructed  to  send  copies  of  their  reports  to  me.  Tins  they  can  do  with  most  certainty 
through  the  officer  of  tne  Commissariat  dex>artment  at  Braganza. 

You  will  see  the  necessity  of  the  officers  on  the  above  reconnaissance  avoiding  as  much 
as  possible  io  give  any  intimation  of  the  intended  movement  of  the  cavalry  towards  tlie 
frontier  of  the  Tras  os  Montes,  and  the  object  of  reconnaitring  the  new  cantonments  may  be 
made  the  pretext  of  their  being  detached  at  present  from  theb  regiments. 

VOL.  VI,  •  2  F 
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of  the  insecure  state  of  the  prisoners,  and  I  have  desired  Gen.  Castanos, 
who  commands  in  Galicia,  to  give  directions  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  secure  the  prisoners  of  war  in  that  province. 

It  would  be  very  desirable,  however,  and  would  tend  much  to  increase 
the  resources  of  the  province  of  Galicia  for  the  maintenance  of  troops,  if 
the  prisoners  of  war  could  be  removed  from  thence  to  England. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  20th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th.  I  went  the  other  day  to  see 
Gen.  C.  Alten,  who  is  by  far  the  best  of  the  Hanoverian  officers,  and  his 
opinion  most  consulted  and  respected,  purposely  to  ascertain  how  he  felt 
respecting  the  state  of  affairs  in  Germany,  and  the  expediency  of  sending 
back  to  Hanover  the  German  Legion ;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
that  I  found  his  opinion  to  be  very  sensible  and  correct  upon  those  sub- 
jects. He  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  best  thing  for  England,  for  Ger- 
many, and  the  world,  is  to  make  the  greatest  possible  effort  here;  and  in 
respect  to  the  German  Legion,  in  particular,  he  thinks  that  its  services, 
which  would  be  very  useful  here  during  the  approaching  campaign,  would 
be  entirely  thrown  away  in  this  campaign,  if  they  were  to  be  sent  round 
to  Hanover.  When  a  large  levy  of  men  shall  have  been  made  in  Hanover, 
it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  send  there  a 
large  part,  at  least,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  German  Legion,  if  the  war 
should  continue  in  Germany.  But  now  I  am  quite  certain  that  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  Gen.  Alten,  are  right 

We  must  have  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of  State  for  any  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  wearing  the  medal  by  the  General  officers.  It  may  do  very  well 
for  an  Admiral  to  wear  his  medal  round  his  neck  on  his  quarter  deck,  but 
we  on  horseback  ought  to  wear  it  always  at  our  button  hole.  Indeed  this 
is  the  common  practice  in  all  distributions  of  this  description,  and  was  the 
rule  at  first  on  the  grant  of  the  medal  for  the  battle  of  Maida;  and  I  don't 
know  why  it  was  altered. 

The  A,Q.  to  Otmral  Ojfktn  commanding  dhitiont.  30th  April,  1813. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  returns  which  I  have  received 

Q.  M.  6.  to  Lieut  Oen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Fteneda.  iwh  April,  1818. 

It  wems  at  present  probable  that  the  first  moTements  to  be  made  by  the  ri^t  of  the  amiy 
will  be,  that  your  corps  should  move  up  to  Tamames,  or  a  little  in  front  ot  it,  and  that  the 
most  adrauced  divisions  of  this  part  of  our  force  should  move  forward  at  the  same  time 
into  the  country  about  San  Munot  and  Matilla. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you,  therefore,  if  you  will  direct  Lieut  CoL  Abercromby 
(who  led  this  to^y  for  Coria)  to  make  out  a  propooed  arrangement  for  the  assembly  and 
march  of  all  the  troops  under  your  orders  in  the  direction  above  mentioned.  In  this 
arrangement  the  previous  junction  of  the  Spanish  corps  of  Gen.  MoriUo  should  be  ad* 
verted  to. 

^  The  arrangement,  however,  of  your  march  must  depend,  of  course,  very  much  upon  the 
situation  and  force  of  the  nearest  coips  of  the  enemy *s  army  at  the  moment  when  the  move- 
ment is  to  take  place ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  will  be  no  danger  in  your  making 
use  of  the  Perales  road  for  a  part  of  your  corps. 

It  would  lighten  the  march  a  good  deal  if  the  Conde  de  Amanuite*s  division,  or  Gen. 
M<>rillo*s  (or  bttth),  were  to  proceed  by  the  Puerto  de  Perales,  whilst  the  British  part  only 
of  your  force  marched  by  the  route  of  BaSos ;  and  the  divisions  from  this  quarter  might 
be  brought  a  day  sooner  to  their  destination,  if  thought  necessary,  so  as  to  cover  the  arrival 
ot  your  corps. 

I  shall  he  glad  to  have  a  copy  vf  your  proposed  arrangement  as  soon  as  it  is  prepared. 
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from  the  Inspector  Geoeral  of  hoepitals  of  arms,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries  re- 
maining in  store  at  the  several  hospital  stations  belonging  to  men  who  are  dead  or 
no  longer  in  hospital  at  the  station.  These  retumis,  I  hope,  will  prove  in  some 
degree  useful  to  officers  in  command  of  re^ments,  not  only  as  enabling  them  to 
recover  accoutrements,  clothing,  and  necessaries  belon^ng  to  their  respective  regi- 
ments, but  as  aflS^rding  a  due  for  the  discovery  of  men  whom  they  have  hitherto 
been  unable  to  account  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner ;  for  you  will  be  pleased  to 
observe  that  the  numbers  or  letters  on  the  arms  remaining  in  store  are  msertod  in 
the  endoeed  returns,  and  the  officers  commanding  companies,  by  referring  to  the. 
rolls  of  their  companies,  in  which  it  is  presumed  the  number  or  letter  on  each 
man's  arms  is  inserted  opposite  to  his  name,  will  in  many  instances  be  enabled  to 
discover  the  names  of  soldiers  who  are  returned  as  *  unknown'  in  the  enclosed 
returns. 

To  J.  C.  Herries,  Esq.,  Commissary  in  Chief.  Freneda,  21st  April,  1813. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  favorable  report  which  I  have  received  from 
Sir  R.  Kennedy  of  the  conduct  of  Dep.  Commissary  Gen.  Pipon,  I  beg 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  directed  him  in  G.  O.  to  act  as  Commissary 
Gen.  till  the  pleasure  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  is  known,  and  I  trust 
you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  the  appointment  to  their  Lordships' 
favorable  consideration. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Freueda,  21  st  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Royal  Highness  a  return  of  the 
number  of  men  from  each  regiment  of  cavalry  in  this  country  transferred 
to  the  Staff  corps.  I  considered  it  most  consistent  with  your  Royal 
Highness'  intentions  that  the  men  should  be  allowed  to  volunteer  their 
services  for  this  corps,  and  I  arranged  accordingly ;  taking  from  no  regi- 
ment any  man  that  had  not  volunteered,  and  confining  the  numbers  taken 
from  those  regiments  which  were  to  remain  on  the  service  in  this  country 

G.  O.  Fteneda.  21ft  April,  1S18. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  the  Gkneial  officers,  and  Commanding  officers 
of  regiments,  particularly  those  of  the  cavalry,  and  of  brigades  and  troops  of  artillery,  not 
to  use  the  green  com  as  forage,  if  it  can  be  avoided.  There  is  nothing  that  will,  at  tlie 
present  season  of  the  year,  be  of  such  advantage  to  the  horses  and  other  animals  of  tlie 
army,  as  to  turn  them  to  grass  during  die  entire  day,  or  at  least  such  part  of  it  as  the  ani- 
mals may  not  be  employml  on  duty. 

2.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  use  the  green  com  as  forage,  it  should  be  cut,  and  the 
animals  should  not  be  turned  out  in  the  com  fields.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  parti- 
cularly requests  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  his  orders  regarding  the  mode  of  cutting  the 
green  com  as  forage^  in  order  to  render  it  certain  that  the  owners  may  have  compensation 
for  their  property. 

3.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  already  received  complaints  from  the  inhabitants 
of  inattention  to  his  orders  on  this  subject ;  for  which  complaints  he  bad  hoped  no  cause 
would  have  been  given.     He  tmsts,  however,  that  no  cause  will  be  given  in  future. 

4.  The  whole  of  the  cavalry,  including  Brig.  Gen.  d*Urban's  and  Col.  Campbell's  bri- 
gades of  Portuguese  cavalry,  are  to  be  in  one  division,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Qtn, 
Sir  S.  Cotton. 

5.  The  duty  of  the  cavalry  with  any  detached  body  of  troops  will  in  future  be  done  by 
detachments  from  the  division  of  cavalry. 

6.  Lieut.  Col.  Sturgeon  is  appointed  to  act  as  an  Assistant  in  the  department  of  the 
Q.  M.  G.,  until  the  pleasure  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  is  known,  from  the  25tL  inst ; 
and  from  the  same  period  he  is  to  take  charge  of  the  Corps  of  Guides,  and  of  the  Post  office, 
and  other  communications  of  the  army,  vice  Lieut  Col.  Scovell. 

7.  The  Corps  of  mounted  Guides  will  iu  future  consist  of  2  troops,  each  of  the  following 
strength : 

CapC.    lieuts.    CbmeCt*    Troop  seri.  maj.    Seij.    Corp.    Tramp.    Far.    Privates.    Itog.  Mij.  iai|}. 
13  3  1  8        8  I  3  75  I 
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to  10  priyates.  The  Khig's  Heavy  German  dragoons  and  the  English 
hussars  did  not  furnish  any. 

To  Earl  Batliunt  Frcneda,  21st  April,  181a. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Cooke,  in  which  he  requests  to  have 
leave  to  go  to  England  for  a  short  time,  in  the  month  of  June,  for  the 
bene6t  of  his  health.  Col.  Capel  will  be  the  senior  officer  at  Cadiz  during 
the  absence  of  Major  Gen.  Cooke;  from  which  I  don't  think  that  any  in- 
convenience will  result 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  3Ut  April,  1813. 

When  I  was  at  Cadiz  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  I  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  Sir  H.  Wellesley  and  some  of  the  monied  people  in  that  place 
respecting  the  practicability  of  raising  money  by  loan  on  the  certificates 
which  I  had  before  been  authorised  by  His  Majesty's  government  to  grant ; 
and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  last  letter  upon  this  subject 

The  reason  for  insisting  on  all  the  formalities  in  the  transfer  of  se- 
curities when  granted,  was  to  preclude  the  chances  of  forgery,  of  which 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  very  apprehensive;  and  I 
imagine  that  your  Lordship  will  not  be  disposed  to  relax  any  arrangement 
which  he  thought  necessary  to  recommend,  having  that  object  in  view. 

If  this  were  not  the  case,  there  would  probably  be  no  objection  to  the 
proposed  clause  in  the  certificate  drawn  by  Mr.  Costello,  which  stipulates 
that  the  sum  borrowed  should  be  repaid  in  coin ;  or  to  giving,  by  way  of 
premium,  such  additional  sum  beyond  5  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the  money, 
as  the  custom  of  Spain  and  the  state  of  the  money  market  might  render 
expedient. 

I  have  not  yet  granted  one  of  the  certificates  which  I  was  heretofore 
authorised  to  grant  for  money  borrowed ;  nor  do  I  see  much  prospect  that 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  issue  any. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Freneda,  Slst  April,  1813. 

The  enemy  withdrew  all  their  troops  from  the  left  of  the  Tagus,  and 
evacuated  Toledo  on  the  10th  inst ;  but  they  have  still  a  body  of  troops 
under  Gen,  Leval  in  Madrid ;  and  Gen.  Pierre  Soult's  cavalry  are  in 
Getafe,  Leganez,  &c.,  to  the  south  of  Madrid. 

The  army  of  the  South  have,  however,  in  general,  occupied  the  posi- 
tions heretofore  occupied  by  the  army  of  Portugal  on  the  rivers  Duero 
and  Tormes ;  and  it  appears  that  the  army  of  Portugal  have  been  col- 
lected about  PalencjuL,  the  army  of  the  Centre  continuing  in  the  province 
of  Segovia. 

I  propose  to  put  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  in  motion  in 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda.  siit  April,  leis. 

Lord  Wellington  wishes  that  the  most  distant  corps  under  jour  orders  should  now  be 
brought  more  i  parti  to  the  movements  they  may  have  hereafter  to  make. 

^  With  this  view  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  draw  tlie  Gmdede  Amarante*s  corps  to  tlut 
side  of  the  Tagus,  as  also  the  cav^ry  under  your  orders. 

^  Lord  Wellington  desires  you  will  be  so  good  as  write  to  Gen.  Morillo  likewise^  to  place 
his  Spanish  corps  in  the  most  convenient  cantonments  for  being  at  hand  to  pass  to  this  side 
of  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara  when  ordered. 
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the  first  days  of  next  month.  I  have  already  sent  orders  to  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  J.  Murray  to  commence  his  operations,  and  to  the  General  officers 
commanding  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  Spanish  armies  to  co-operate  with  him. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  2Ift  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th,  in  regard  to  the  artillery 
horses,  &c. 

I  now  enclose  the  state  of  them  as  they  stood  on  the  19th  iust,  from 
which  you  will  observe  that,  l)y  our  purchases  of  mules,  we  are  in  pos- 
session of  a  few  more  animals  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  move  our 
equipments,  supposing  the  whole  to  be  in  a  condition  for  work.  The 
difference  between  your  account  and  ours  is  owing,  I  believe,  to  our 
having  carried  to  account,  on  the  Ist  Oct,  the  203  horses  which,  in  your 
Lordship's  account,  appear  to  have  sailed  on  the  15th  Sept,  and  not  hav- 
ing carried  to  account  the  110  horses  at  Portsmouth,  which  have  not  yet 
arrived. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  drivers.  I  have  written  to  Sir  W.  Beresford 
to  endeavor  to  borrow  some  from  the  Portuguese.  If  we  cannot  get  them, 
I  must  take  soldiers  from  the  infantry,  which  it  would  be  very  desirable, 
if  possible,  to  avoid. 

In  reference  to  my  last  letter  on  this  subject,  I  would  request  your 
Lordship  to  observe  ^at  we  pay  200  dollars  in  cash  for  each  of  our  mules, 
which,  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  the  day,  is  not  less  than  £60.  A  mule 
is  not  so  good  as  an  English  horse :  indeed,  in  fire  he  cannot  be  used. 
Allowing  that  the  Ordnance  were  to  give  45  guineas  for  5  and  6  year  old 
horses,  and  for  the  expense  of  sending  each  horse  out  about  .^10,  you  will 
see  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  supply  us  with  horses,  even  at  that  price ; 
to  which  add,  that  the  mules  lately  purchased  have  not  taken  much  less 
from  the  military  chest  than  100,000  dollars  in  specie;  whereas  the  horses 
would  be  bought  in  England,  and  for  bank  notes. 

We  shall  be  stronger  in  cavalry  than  we  have  ever  been,  as  well  as  in 
every  thing  else ;  but  the  enemy  will  still  be  superior  to  us  in  cavalry, 
even  including  the  Portuguese  and  some  Spaniards. 

I  am  very  much  annoyed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Cortes,  who  appear  to 
fbllow  the  example  of  the  Assemblies  of  France.  The  liberales^  or  rather 
the  writer£(  of  Uie  newspapers,  who  are,  in  fact,  the  government,  have 
lately  brought  into  play  the  mob  of  Cadiz ;  and,  on  the  question  of  con- 
ferring the  Regency  on  the  Princess  of  Brazil,  the  mob  decided;  as, 
although  there  was  undoubtedly  a  majority  of  the  Assembly  in  favor  of 
the  Princess,  nobody  dared  even  mention  her  name. 

The  elections  for  the  new  Cortes,  which,  by  some  extraordinary  ma- 
noeuvre, the  existing  Cortes  have  brought  under  their  own  cognizance, 
have  been  generally  in  favor  of  priests ;  and  where  the  choice  has  fallen 
on  laymen,  they  are  known  to  be  hostile  in  opmion  to  the  liherales. 
They  have  contrived  to  set  aside  many  of  the  elections  on  account  of 
some  informality  or  other ;  and  they  are  endeavoring  to  give  a  construc- 
tion to  an  article  of  the  constitution,  in  order  to  set  aside  all  the  elections 
of  the  priests.  They  will  succeed  in  this,  or  any  thing  else  that  they 
choose. 
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I  think  that  by  these  manoeuvres  the  existing  Cortes  will  create  an  ap- 
parent necessity  for  their  continuing  to  sit  after  the  month  of  October, 
the  period  fixed  for  their  dissolution  and  the  assembly  of  the  new  Cortes. 
It  is  impossible  to  calculate  upon  the  plans  of  such  an  assembly.  They 
have  no  check  whatever;  and  they  are  guided  and  governed  by  the  most 
ignorant  and  licentious  of  all  licentious  presses,  that  of  Cadiz.  I  believe 
they  mean  to  attack  the  Royal  and  feudal  tenths,  and  the  tithes  of  the 
church,  under  the  pretext  of  encouraging  agriculture ;  and  I  am  sadly 
afraid  that,  finding  the  contributions  not  so  productive  as  they  imagined 
they  would  be,  they  will  seize  the  rents  of  the  estates  of  my  friends  the 
Grandees. 

If  I  am  tolerably  successful  early  in  the  campaign,  I  intend  to  try  and 
prevail  upon  them  to  quit  Cadiz,  which  I  know  the  Uberales  consider  as 
their  stronghold;  and  the  other  parties  and  my  brother  are  of  opinion 
that  the  only  chance  of  salvation  is  to  remove  the  government  from 
thence.  This  may  be  the  case,  if  matters  should  be  well  managed  on 
their  removal ;  but  wherever  the  Cortes  and  government  should  fix  them- 
selves, the  press  would  follow  them,  and  would  exercise  the  same  control 
over  ihe  proceedings  of  both ;  and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  mob 
of  Seville,  of  Granada,  or  even  of  Madrid,  would  be  as  bad  as  that  of 
Cadiz.  The  only  permanent  advantage  likely  to  result  from  the  removal 
would  be,  the  probability  of  less  prejudice  in  the  consideration  of  all 
questions  of  commerce. 

Adverting  to  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Spain,  as  well  as  elsewhere  at  pre- 
sent, does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  it  would  be  wise  for  Great  Britain  to 
recur  again  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  Lord  Liverpool's  dispatch  to 
the  government  of  Cura^oa,  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  Colonies?  The 
practice  of  our  smuggling  merchants  and  ship  captains  has  never  been  in 
conformity  with  that  letter ;  and  although  I  think  it  very  improbable  that 
any  thing  will  give  Great  Britain  the  influence  we  ought  to  have  over 
the  deliberations  and  measures  of  the  Cortes,  as  now  constituted,  a  load  of 
suspicion  and  prejudice  would  be  removed,  if  the  conduct  of  our  mer- 
chants was  more  consistent  with  the  fairness  of  the  principles  laid  down 
in  that  dispatch. 

To  Earl  Batfnint  Fieneda,  !ilit  April,  1818. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  have  written  you  so  many  letters  this  day,  I  am 
induced  to  trouble  you  again,  in  consequence  of  Sir  R.  Kennedy  commu- 
nicating to  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herries  of  the  2d  April,  enclosing  one 
of  the  1st  from  the  Treasury,  to  which  documents  I  beg  to  refer  you. 

I  enclose  your  Lordship  the  printed  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
Sir  C.  Stuart  in  April  last  year,*  in  which  I  have  described  particularly 
the  origin  and  description  of  certain  securities  floating  in  this  country, 
commonly,  but  improperly,  called  commissariat  bills,  and  have  stated  my 
opinion  of  the  injury  which  the  sharks^  called  British  merchants,  at 
Lisbon  did  to  the  army  and  their  country  by  the  purchase  of  these  secu- 
rities at  a  depreciated  rate. 

In  consequence  of  the  clamor  at  Lisbon,  which  even  reached  to 
•  See  vol.  V.  p.  604. 
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England,  in  consequence  of  my  detennination  that  these  securities  should 
not  be  discharged  by  the  grant  of  bills  upon  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Bissett 
was  induced,  with  my  consent,  to  pay  some  of  them  in  that  manner,  and 
the  holders  of  these  bills  immediately  went  into  the  market  with  them ; 
and  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  during  the  last  campaign  no  money 
came  into  the  military  chest  for  any  of  the  Ck)mmissary's  bills  on  the 
Treasury  negotiated  at  Lisbon.  The  measure  was  then  adopted,  in  Octo- 
ber and  November  last,  of  paying  these  securities  by  bills  upon  the 
Treasury,  on  the  condition  that  the  holders  of  them  should  lodge  in  the 
military  chest,  likewise  for  a  bill  on  the  Treasury,  a  sum  equal  in  amount 
to  that  for  which  they  were  to  receive  a  bill  for  the  Commissariat  secu- 
rity, by  which  measure  we  have  got,  on  an  average,  into  the  military 
chest,  about  850,000  dollars  a  month,  which  has  latterly  increased  to 
1,000,000  of  dollars.  This  supply  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  en- 
tirely cut  off  by  their  letters  of  ^e  1st  April,  on  the  ground  of  the 
supposed  injustice  of  forcing  a  person  to  take  a  bill  upon  the  Treasury 
for  money  equal  in  amount  to  that  for  which  he  should  have  another  bill 
in  payment  for  a  debt 

If  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Commissary  in  Chief,  had  done 
me  the  honor  of  consulting  my  opinion  on  any  part  of  this  transaction, 
or  had  placed  in  me  the  common  confidence  which  I  might  have  expected, 
they  would  have  learned,  1st;  That  nothing  can  be  more  inconvenient  to 
the  public  service  than  that  the  British  merchants  should  thus  purchase 
our  debts :  2dly ;  That  they  have  purchased  them  with  the  knowledge  of 
my  opinion  of  this  inconvenience,  at  least  since  the  22d  April,  and  of  my 
determination  to  pay  these  debts  at  the  moment,  in  the  order,  and  in  the 
manner  which  might  be  most  convenient  to  the  public  service :  3dly ; 
That  they  have  purchased  them  to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  million  of 
dollars,  or  more,  since  the  month  of  October  last,  with  a  knowledge  of 
this  mode  of  payment,  which  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  now  pronounce 
to  be  so  unjust,  and  which  they  have  positively  forbidden.  Probably  if 
their  Lordships  had  known  all  this,  and  had  seen  the  enclosed  letter,  they 
would  have  been  of  opinion,  that  if  there  is  any  thing  unjust  in  these 
measures,  those  who  feel  the  injustice  have  brought  it  on  themselves  by 
their  own  act. 

In  a  very  recent  instance,  I  found  the  British  merchants  at  Lisbon  in- 
triguing with  the  muleteers  of  the  army,  and  on  the  point  of  doing  us, 
and  their  country,  and  the  cause,  irreparable  mischief,  in  order  that  they 
might  get  more  of  these  securities  into  their  hands ;  in  the  payment  of 
which  they  are  treated  with  so  much  injustice,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

I  don't  feel  much  encouragement  to  interfere  in  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
which  is  no  concern  of  mine,  after  the  peremptory  orders  given  upon  it 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  but  at  this  promising  moment  I  cannot 
see  the  affairs  of  the  country  fail  for  want  of  money,  which,  by  my  inter- 
ference, might  be  procured ;  and  I  have  therefore  desired  the  Commissary 
Gen.  to  continue  ^e  existing  practice  till  he  shall  receive  further  orders 
from  the  Treasury,  which  I  earnestly  entreat  your  Lordship  may  be  sent 
to  him  without  loss  of  time. 
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In  the  letter  from  the.  Treasury  there  are  several  facts  stated  in  regard 
to  rates  of  exchange,  the  comparative  rates  of  merchants'  bills  and  those 
of  the  Commissary  Gen.,  which  are  entirely  unfounded,  as  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  the  Commissary  Gen.'s  reports.  But  these  facts  proceed 
from  the  authority  of  the  merchants  at  Lisbon,  who  wish  that  which  the 
Treasury  have  ordered,  viz.,  that  they  shall  be  paid  by  bills  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  Commissariat  securities  which  they  hold  and  have  pur- 
chased at  a  depreciated  rate ;  and  they  would  then  sell  these  bills  in  the 
market  of  Lisbon  for  coin ;  and  it  would  soon  be  found  that  the  military 
chest  would  get  nothing,  as  was  the  case  in  the  last  summer. 

On  all  these  points  I  conceive  that  it  is  no  business  of  mine  to  find 
money  for  the  army ;  it  is  that  of  the  Treasury.  I  interfere  only  from 
zeal  for  the  public  service,  and  I  do  so  in  the  hope  of  being  treated  with 
fair  confidence,  which,  in  this  instance,  I  certainly  have  not  received. 

7%t  A,0.  to  Mr.  EjftrioH,  fFhitt/taO.  2]tt  April,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  March,  and  am  sony  to  find  that  you 
have  not  received  the  first  part  of  the  G.  O.  for  1812,  which  liad  been  prepared 
for  the  press  and  transmitted  to  you,  as  made  known  to  you  in  a  letter  m)m  this 
office.  I  beff  you  will  make  inquiries  for  this  MS.  at  the  Horse  Guards,  and 
should  it  be  forthcoming,  that  you  will  complete  the  volume  with  as  much  dispateh 
as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  ordered  a  fresh  copy  of  the  missing  orders 
to  be  prepared,  which  wiU  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the  next  mail. 

To  Major  Gen.  Banm  Bods.  Ficoeda,  32d  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which 

you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of  Lieut -,  of  the ,  and  your  letter 

of  the  19th,  in  which  you  have,  by  desire  of  the  General  Court  Martial, 
recommended  that  officer  for  mercy,  which  recommendation  I  am  desirous 
that  the  Court  should  reconsider. 

1st ;  I  would  beg  the  Court  to  observe,  that  it  is  never  thought  neces- 
sary to  trouble  a  General  Court  Martial  with  any  but  cases  carrying  on 
the  face  of  them  the  appearance  of  an  extraordinary  degree  of  guilt ;  and 
it  does  appear  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the  public,  and  in  itself  very  ex- 
traordinary, that  a  General  Court  Martial,  having  had  proved  before  it 
the  guilt  of  a  prisoner,  having  convicted  him  by  their  sentence,  and 
decreed  a  punishment,  diould  tiben  do  worse  than  defeat  all  the  objects 
of  the  trial,  by  holding  up  an  example  of  impunity,  procured  through  the 
means  of  the  very  tribunal  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal  instruments  in  maintaining  the  discipline  and  good  order  of  the 
army.  This  observation  applies  to  recommendations  by  General  Courts 
Martial  in  general,  to  which  I  make  it  a  rule  to  pay  attention ;  but  I  am 
quite  convinced  that,  if  I  were  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  on  these 
recommendations,  or  if  General  Courts  Martial  were  to  consider  them  as 
they  are,  the  effects  of  a  mistaken  lenity,  and  were  to  be  more  sparing  of 
them,  the  army  would  be  in  a  better  state  of  discipline,  and  much  of  the 
time  of  the  public,  now  spent  in  these  trials,  would  be  saved. 

But,  2dly ;  I  would  beg  the  Court  to  reflect  on  the  charge  of  which 
they  have  found  Lieut. guilty,  viz.,  *  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  in- 
famous manner,  such  as  is  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman ;'  on 
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the  punishment  annexed  by  the  Articles  of  War  to  the  guilt  of  this  charge ; 
and  on  the  facts  on  which  the  charge  is  founded,  as  detailed  in  the  charge 
itself,  and  which  have  been  clearly  proved  before  the  General  Court 
Martial.  In  the  whole  catalogue  of  military  crimes,  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
idble  to  find  one  more  enormous,  or  more  likely  in  its  consequences  to  be 
mjurious  to  the  service  in  every  way  in  which  injury  can  be  done  to  it. 

Then,  3dly ;  I  would  beg  the  Court  to  reflect  upon  the  infamy  attach- 
ing to  the  character  of  Lieut ,  after  the  conviction  of  guilt  of  such 

a  charge  founded  on  such  facts.  Supposing  that  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent  should  attend  to  their  recommendation,  do  the  General  Court 

Martial  believe  that  the  officers  of  the would  willingly  associate 

with  such  a  man  ?  Is  there  any  regiment  in  the  army  of  which  the  officers 
would  not  deem  it  a  disgrace  to  associate  with  him  ?  Is  there  an  officer 
upon  the  General  Court  Martial  who  would  not  consider  himself  disgraced 
if  he  were  seen  in  company  with  him  ? 

If  this  be  true,  I  beg  the  General  Court  Martial  to  consider  in  what  a 
situation  they  will  place  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  by  their  recom- 
mendation. His  Royal  Highness  will  be  called  upon  to  pardon  an  officer 
for  a  crime  so  infamous,  that  neither  the  officers  of  the  corps  to  which  he 
belongs,  nor  those  of  any  other  regiment  in  the  army,  will  associate 
with  him. 

I  entreat  the  Court,  therefore,  to  feel  that  confidence  in  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  their  sentence  which  it  deserves ;  and  to  allow  it  to  go  before 
His  Royal  Highness  without  the  recommendation :  but  if  they  should  still 
desire  Uiat  the  recommendation  should  be  forwarded,  I  shall  send  it  to 
England,  but  without  any  remark  on  my  part,  as  I  never  will  be  instru- 
mental in  retaining  in  His  Majesty's  service,  as  an  officer,  a  person  found 
guilty  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is  unbecom- 
ing an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  and  in  forcing  him  into  the  society  of 
officers*  by  whom,  to  associate  with  him,  will  be  deemed  a  disgrace. 

To  Earl  Batbunt  Freneda,  22d  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  His 
Royal  Highness  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  confer  on  me  the  title  of 
Duque  da  Victoria.* 

I  beg  that  your  Lordship  will  be  so  kind  as  to  lay  this  letter  before 
H.  R.H.  the  Prince  Regent,  and  that  you  will  submit  to  His  Royal 
Highness  my  request  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  accept  the  title  which 
has  been  granted  to  me  by  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  33d  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Marshal  Sir  W. 
Beresford,  with  the  copy  of  one  from  the  Conde  de  Aguiar,  stating  that 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  had  created  the  Marshal  Marquez 
do  Campo  Maior. 

I  beg  that  you  will  lay  these  papers  before  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent, 
and  that  you  will  obtain  His  Royal  Highness'  permission  that  Marshal  Sir 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  VUI. 
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W.  Beresford  may  accept  the  honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  him 
hj  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Omham,  K.a  Rmieda,  S8d  April,  181S. 

I  have  just  heard  of  your  arrival  at  Lisbon  on  the  20th  inst.  You  will 
have  received  my  letters  there. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  since  I  wrote  last  I  propose  to 
move  as  soon  as  I  can  after  the  beginning  of  the  month ;  and  rather  think, 
between  ourselves,  I  shall  direct  my  march  across  the  Lower  Douro  within 
the  Kingdom  of  Portugal. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart,  K3.  FrenecU,  33d  April,  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  Gen.  Slade  has  been  recalled  in  consequence 
of  Gen.  Clinton  having  been  made  a  Lieutenant  General  in  the  Penin- 
sula. It  now  rests  with  you  whether  you  will  make  another  vacancy, 
and,  if  you  should,  whether  you  will  appoint  to  it  Gen.  Vandeleur  or 


I  have  put  all  the  cavalry  in  one  division ;  and  I  propose  to  put  the 
13th  light  dragoons  into  the  brigade  with  the  RoyaJs  and  3d  dragoon 
guards,  und^r  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Long,  the  whole  being  only  a 
temporary  arrangement  till  you  arrive. 

To  Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Fieneda,  23d  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  March,  in  which  you  have 
acquainted  me  with  the  orders  which  you  had  received  from  Lord  Keith, 
and  had  desired  to  be  made  acquainted  with  my  opinion  regarding  your 
operations. 

Adverting  to  the  probable  operations  of  the  campaign,  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  enemy's  communication  by  sea  along  the  coast  of  Can- 
tabria  should  be  prevented  as  far  as  possible,  from  Bayoune  to  Santona. 
They  have  already  made  two  or  three  attacks  upon  Castro  Urdiales,  all  of 
which  have  failed ;  but  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  they  will  try  again ; 
and  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  you  should  commimicate  with  the 
Spanish  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  in  that  garrison.  The  Spaniards 
have  some  craft  there,  which  might  be  of  use,  under  your  protection,  in 
preventing  the  communication  of  the  enemy  along  the  coast 

The  transport  loaded  with  bread  might  as  well  be  left  at  Coruna. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Bourke.  Franeda,  33d  AprO,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  Sir  G.  Collier,  who  is  in  command  of  a  squadron 
either  at  Corufia  or  cruising  off  Cape  Ortegal.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  take  a  copy  of  it,  and  send  it  to  him  by  a  safe  hand ;  and 
afterwards  take  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  him  the  copy,  in  case 
the  original  should  miss  him. 

I  have  directed  that  the  sum  in  your  hands  for  the  use  of  the  Spaniards 
may  be  increased  to  100,000  dollars;  and  I  request  you  to  pay  it  to  the 
order  of  Gen.  Giron  or  of  Gen.  Castanos.  The  former  is  going  to-morrow 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Spanish  army  of  Galicia. 
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An  Major  G4ii.  Banm  Low,  K.G.L.  Fi^D^a»  ca  23  Avri],  1813. 

II  7  a  quelque  temps  que  son  Altesse  Royale  le  Commandant  en  Chef 
m'a  fait  savoir  qu'il  avait  ordonn^  k  un  autre  Officier  Gt^nc^ral  de  la  Ugion 
de  passer  k  cette  arm^  pour  vous  remplacer ;  et  je  crois  qu'avant  peu  de 
temps  il  pourra  arriver. 

Sous  ces  circonstances,  et  dtant  k  la  veille  de  I'ouyerture  de  la  campagne 
dans  ce  pays  ci,  et  yoyant  que  les  affaires  dans  votre  propre  pays  s'avan« 
cent  d'une  telle  mani^  que  vos  serrices,  si  votre  sant^  vous  permet  en- 
core de  les  donner  ou  au  moins  vos  conseils  sendent  fort  k  dc^irer,  j'ai  cm 
de  mon  devoir  de  vous  annoncer  cette  disposition,  afin  que  vous  preniez 
Ik  dessus  les  mesures  qui  vous  conviendront 

£n  attendant  je  vous  prie  de  croire  que  je  suis  tr^  sensible,  et  que  je 
me  souviendrai  toujours  avec  plaisir  des  services  que  vous  avez  rendus 
avec  cette  armt^e ;  et  que  partout  oii  vous  irez,  vous  aurez  mes  souhaits 
pour  votre  succ^  et  votre  bonheur. 

To  die  Minister  at  War,  Cadix.  Freneda,  23d  April,  1813. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  last  night  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  in 
which  you  have  made  me  acquainted  with  two  communications  which  you 
had  received  from  the  Minister  of  Hacienda^  in  regard  to  the  subsistence 
of  the  troops. 

As  your  Excellency  is  aware,  this  subject  has  already  received  much  of 
my  attention ;  and  I  have  already  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  have  them  applied 
with  regularity  and  economy ;  and  I  have  assisted  them,  as  much  as  has 
been  in  my  power,  by  advances  of  money  from  the  military  chest  of  the 
British  army,  on  account  of  the  subsidy  from  His  Majesty  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain. 

It  is  desirable,  however,  that  I  should  receive  positive  instructions  from 
the  government  on  certain  points,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  do  all  the 
good  that  I  wish  to  do  on  this  subject. 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  government  in  the  opinion,  that  when  the 
Spanish  soldier  receives  his  pay  regularly  and  hiB  bread,  he  ought  not  to 
receive  what  is  called  kape  of  any  description;  and  that  it  is  essentially 
necessary,  not  only  with  a  view  to  the  economy  of  the  resources  of  the 
State,  but  for  the  honor  and  advantage  of  the  soldier  himself,  that  he 
should  be  brought  back  to  the  system  of  frugal  economy  enjoined  by  the 
ancient  Ordenanzas. 

But  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  the  fact, 
that  owing  to  the  confusion  and  irregularity  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
management,  particularly  of  the  military  concerns  of  the  nation,  in  the 
course  of  the  contest,  it  is  not  exactly  known,  either  what  is  the  pay  of 
the  soldier,  or  what  he  is  to  provide  out  of  it;  or  whether,  supposing  that 
he  receives  bread  and  his  pay,  and  no  4tape,  he  is  to  receive  any  money 
called  sobrantes^  and  if  he  is  to  receive  such  an  allowance,  to  what  amount ; 
also  whether,  if  the  soldier  receives  ^to^,  what  amount  of  his  fixed  daily 
pay  shall  be  stopped  from  him. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  the  government  should  declare  itself  clearly  on 
all  these  points  without  loss  of  time ;  and  in  order  to  assist  them  in  doing 
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8O9 1  proceed  to  give  them  my  opinion  on  the  several  points  to  which  I 
have  above  referred. 

Ist,  then;  I  recommend  that  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  of  all  ranks  should  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  the  ancient  Orde- 
nanzas;  that  is  to  say : 

2dly ;  The  only  stoppage  from  this  pay  should  be  from  each  man  for 
the  hospital,  for  Uie  purchase  and  maintenance  of  the  small  articles  of  his 
necessaries ;  for  which  the  officer  should  be  accountable  at  the  periods 
fixed  by  the  ancient  Ordenanzas. 

3dly ;  That  the  remainder  of  the  pay  of  each  rank  of  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier  present  with  his  regiment,  should  be  paid  to  him  every 
day. 

4thly ;  That  when  the  soldier  shall  receive  this  pay,  he  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  description  of  itape^  or  other  allowance  in  lieu  of  it,  of  any 
description,  according  to  the  ancient  Ordenanzas^  whether  in  the  field,  in 
garrison,  or  in  cantonments,  within  the  Spanish  dominions,  excepting  on 
such  extraordinary  occasions  as  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the 
troops  to  provide  for  themselves,  such  as  being  actually  engaged  with  the 
enemy ;  or  in  operations  so  near  to  the  enemy,  as  that  the  vivandiers  and 
other  attendants  on  the  troops  cannot  with  safety  remain  near  them. 

5thly ;  That  in  such  extraordinary  cases,  the  itape  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
General  commanding  the  troops,  and  shall  consist  of  such  articles  as  he 
can  procure. 

6thly;  That  on  occasions  when  the  pay  cannot  be  delivered  to  the 
troops  regularly  every  5  days,  they  are  to  receive  itape^  to  consist  of  the 
following  articles : 

7thly ;  That  the  full  itape^  when  supplied  to  the  army,  shall  be  valued 
to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  as  one  real  a  day,  and  the 
half  kape  half  a  real ;  and  the  soldiers  will  be  entitled  only  to  the  over- 
plus of  their  pay,  the  stoppage  for  the  masita  in  both  cases  remaining 
the  same. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  observe,  that  in  proposing  what  is  above  de- 
tailed for  the  consideration  of  the  government,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
it  will  be  very  difficult,  and  in  some  situations  and  at  some  seasons  quite 
impossible,  for  the  soldier  to  exist  on  this  pay.  I  am  equally  certain, 
however,  that  the  resources  of  the  State  are  not  equal,  even  with  all  the 
assistance  which  Great  Britain  can  give  them,  to  support  a  larger  expense, 
even  supposing  that  we  can  overcome  the  difficulties  which  oppose  at 
every  step  the  realization  of  those  resources  to  such  an  amount  as  to  ena- 
ble us  to  defray  the  diminished  expense  proposed.  Hereafter,  however,  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  government  to  give  an  allowance  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  army  in  the  field,  at  least,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  them  to 
provide  themselves  with  food ;  the  amount  of  which  may  be  fixed  upon  a 
review  and  consideration  of  the  detailed  statements  which  may  be  made 
by  the  Ck)mmanding  officers  of  regiments. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  fixed  as  that  to  be 
paid  to  the  soldier,  to  enable  him  to  provide  himself  with  provisions,  I 
recommend  that  system  to  the  government  for  their  armies  while  stationed 
within  the  Spanish  territory,  rather  than  that  of  giving  itape,  the  expense 
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of  which  would  exceed  fourfold  the  amount  of  any  allowance  which  it 
might  he  thought  expedient  to  make  to  the  soldier. 

To  Manhia  Sir  W.  C  Beretford,  K.B.  Freneda,  34th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  drivers  and  the  dismounted  cavalry.  The  former  might  sup- 
ply the  50  men  wanted  at  Lisbon,  and  the  latter  the  300  required  here» 
If  I  should  find  that  we  want  the  300  before  we  can  hear  fiirther  from 
you,  I  shall  desire  Harvey  to  call  for  them  £rom  the  garrison  of  Almeida. 
I  am  likewise  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  artificers  and  pontoniers.  I 
should  wish  the  2  companies  of  the  former  to  be  marched  up  to  Almeida 
as  soon  as  may  be  convenient.  The  company  of  the  latter  might  remain 
attached  to  the  bridges,  as  you  had  proposed. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  are  coming  up.  I  propose  to  put  the  troops 
in  motion  in  the  first  days  of  May.  My  intention  is  to  maJce  them  cross 
the  Douro  in  general  within  the  Portuguese  frontier,  covering  the  move- 
ment of  the  left  by  the  right  of  the  army  towards  the  Tormes,  which  right 
shall  cross  the  Douro,  over  the  pontoons,  in  such  situation  as  may  be  con- 
venient I  then  propose  to  seize  Zamoiii  and  Toro,  which  will  make  all 
our  future  operations  easy  to  us. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  24th  April,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st,  and  I  have  certainly  no  desire 
that  my  letter  of  Uie  12th,  to  the  Prince  Regent,  should  go  before  the 
government,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  likely  to  produce  in- 
convenience ;  nor  that  it  should  go  to  the  Prince,  if  the  object  which  it 
was  intended  to  produce  is  likely  to  be  accompliBhed  in  any  other  manner. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  greatest  inconvenience  was  felt  in  the  last  cam- 
paign by  the  want  of  pay  for  the  Portuguese  troops;  and  this  incon- 
venience was  on  the  point  of  becoming  a  danger  and  evil  of  the  first 
magnitude  and  importance.  In  several  instances  the  Portuguese  troops 
behaved  excessively  ill  before  the  enemy,  and  this  conduct  was  attributed 
by  the  officers  to  the  miserable  state  in  which  they  were  kept  for  want  of 
pay.  I  am  therefore  naturally  anxious  to  guard  against  this  evil  in  future. 
I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  facts  stated  in  my  letter  to  the 
Prince,  and  that  there  is  no  very  material  difference  of  opinion  between 
you  and  me. 

I  am  aware,  and  I  believe  I  stated,  that  a  great  deal  has  been  done  at 
the  Custom  house,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done ;  and  the  revenue 
is  in  that  state,  that  a  very  slight  effort,  and  a  cordial  co-operation  with 
us  on  the  part  of  the  government,  would  render  it  equal  to  the  expendi- 
ture, and  I  should  then  be  able  to  do  much  more  for  both  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards  than  I  can  now. 

I  had  no  intention  of  blaming  the  Marquez  de  Borba  exclusively.  The 
government  itself  is  more  to  blame  than  he  is,  on  some  of  the  points  of 
complaint ;  but  I  repeat,  if  there  is  any  chance  of  a  remedy,  without 
sending  the  letter  to  the  government  or  to  the  Prince,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion ;  but  then  the  remedy  must  be  effectual. 
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In  my  account  of  the  state  of  the  subsidy,  I  go  upon  estimate,  net 
having  yet  seen  the  accounts.  At  all  events,  whether  it  haa  been  paid  in 
full  or  not,  I  know  that  no  more  can  be  paid  in  specie. 

To  Am  Minifter  at  War,  Cadis.  Fieneda,  24th  April,  1813. 

I  send  you  by  this  occasion  the  report  received  by  the  Chief  of  the 
Staff  from  the  Intendant  General  of  the  2d  army,  in  which  liiat  officer 
has  enclosed  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  the  army,  and  detailed  accounts 
of  the  resources  applicable  to  defray  those  expenses,  to  which  you  will  of 
course  draw  the  attention  of  the  Regency.  But  I  beg  particularly  to 
draw  your  attention  to  the  observations  of  the  Intendant  General  in  re- 
gard to  the  debts  due  in  the  provinces  on  account  of  former  supplies  to 
die  troops,  and  the  effect  produced  on  the  existing  and  current  resources 
by  the  mode  ef  paying  those  debts  adopted  under  the  decree  of  the  Cortes 
of  the  3d  Feb.  1811. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  debts  to  a  very  considerable  amount  are 
due  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  provinces  of  Spain,  and  that  it  is  reason- 
able and  just  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  pay  those  debts  as  soon  as 
their  amount  shall  be  ascertained.  But  I  am  afraid  that  the  interests  of 
the  nation  are  exposed  to  considerable  risk  by  leaving  to  the  individual 
creditors  of  the  State  the  power  of  deciding  upon  their  own  claims,  and 
of  subtracting  from  the  current  contributions  the  amount  of  their  pay- 
ment. The  nation  and  the  individual  contributors  also  must  suffer  from 
this  system,  even  though  it  should  be  successful  in  paying  off  old  debts; 
as  I  repeat  that  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  an  army  without  money ;  and 
it  is  impossible  to  find  resources  for  our  Spanish  army,  excepting  in  the 
contributions  of  the  people ;  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  enemy 
will  be  removed  from  the  Spanish  territory,  or,  if  removed,  should  be 
long  kept  out  of  it,  unless  a  respectable  Spanish  army  can  be  formed. 
The  interest  then  of  the  individual  creditors  of  the  State  is  combined 
with  that  of  the  State  at  large  to  put  an  end  to  this  system. 

In  my  opinion,  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  tliese  debts  is  to 
ascertain  the  amount  due  to  each  individual,  and  the  amount  of  all  the 
debts  in  each  district  and  province  of  the  Kingdom.  This  might  be 
effected  by  a  commission  to  be  appointed  to  sit  in  each  province,  with 
powers  to  receive,  consider,  and  decide  finally  upon  the  claims  of  each 
individual ;  as  the  government  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  are  many 
claims  very  ill  supported,  and  many  for  which  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever. 

As  soon  as  the  state  of  the  debts  shall  have  been  ascertained,  it  will 
rest  with  the  Cortes  to  determine  in  what  manner  they  shall  be  paid; 
whether  by  the  allotment  of  the  unappropriated  and  uncultivated  lands, 
or  by  a  certain  per  centage  on  the  contributions  of  each  individual,  or  by 
a  combination  of  both  methods,  or  any  other  that  their  wisdom  and  justice 
may  suggest.  But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  essentially  necessary  that  the 
decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  3d  Feb.  1811,  should  be  revised;  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  to  the  Regency  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Cortes  to 
this  subject. 
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Tht  A.G.  to  Me^vr  Gtn.  (hwaU^  Luboti.  24th  April,  1813. 

I  haye  had  the  honor  of  la^riiig  before  the  Marauu  of  Wellington  your  letter  of 
the  2l8t  inst  reporting  your  arrival  at  Lisbon,  ana  I  have  received  his  Lordship's 
commands  to  request  uiat  you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  to  the  6th  division  of  m- 
fantry  for  the  purpose  of  taking  (^harge  of  that  oivision  until  the  arrival  of  Ideut 
Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith. 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hod.  Sir  G.  Stewart,  K.B.  FreDeda,  35tfa  April,  1813. 

Sir  T.  Graham  has  sent  me  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  March,  for  which 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  and  for  your  expressions  of  regret  at  quitting 
this  army.  I  certainly  should  have  felt  no  inconvenience  or  disinclination 
to  keep  your  office  at  your  disposal  during  the  time  you  have  been  absent 
from  it,  even  if  you  had  at  first  looked  to  a  diplomatic  situation ;  and  I 
cannot  think  that  you  had  not  a  free  choice  whether  to  accept  such  a 
situation  or  not  when  it  was  offered  to  you.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will 
answer  your  expectation,  and  that  you  may  be  as  successful  as  I  wish  you 
may  be. 

I  have  sent  to  buy  two  of  your  horses  for  £400 ;  and  I  believe  that 
Wood  is  to  send  me  the  hounds,  as  he  thought  head  quarters  rather  defi- 
cient in  that  respect,  as  we  had  not  harriers  this  winter  (since  Marsden 
carried  off  your  old  pack),  as  well  as  fox  hounds.  I  am  besides  indebted 
to  you  for  a  mare,  which  you  left  with  me  last  year,  and  which  I  have 
been  keeping  up  for  you,  and  she  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  Wood 
says  you  intended  to  give  her  to  me ;  but  I  say  that  all  officers  of  dra- 
goons are  horse  dealers,  and  that  I  can't  take  her  from  you. 

You  may  tell  your  friends  in  Germany,  if  you  should  receive  this  letter 
there,  that  I  propose  to  take  the  field  in  a  few  days,  and  that  I  only  hope 
that  I  may  be  as  successful  as  they  have  been.  At  all  events,  I  hope  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  detaching  any  thing  from  hence  against  them. 

P.S.  I  have  appointed  le  petit  Jph^  du  Roi  George  to  be  a  D.  A.  A.  G. 

*  The  Ute  Earl  of  Muntter. 

G.  o.  Praneda,  t5Ui  Apcfl,  181S. 

13.  As  the  Engliih  and  German  infiuitry  vX  the  army  will  be  provided  with  tents  during 
the  ensuing  campaign,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  desirous  that  Aie  great  coats  of  the 
soldien  should  be  left  behind,  in  order  to  relieve  them  from  a  part  of  the  weight  which  they 
would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  carry,  and  that  they  should  carry  only  (heir  bUnkets.   . 

13.  The  following  arrangements  are  to  be  made  immediately  for  the  care  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  soldiers*  great  coats : 

14.  The  great  coat  of  each  soldier  must  be  well  cleaned,  and  his  name  and  number, 
and  the  letter  of  his  company,  marked  upon  it 

15.  Those  of  each  company  are  to  be  packed  in  bales,  each  bale  containing  20  great 
coats;  and  the  name  of  the  officer  commanding  the  company,  and  the  letter  of  the  com- 
pany,  and  the  number  of  the  regiment;  must  be  maiked  on  the  bale. 

16.  Ordeis  will  hereafter  be  issued  lor  the  disposal  of  the  great  coats  of  the  regiments  in 


17.  The  officers  commanding  regiments  will  make  a  requisition  u]>on  the  Commissaries 
attached  to  their  brigades  for  Imen  cloth  to  pack  the  great  coats;  which  the  Commissaries 
are  hereby  ordered  to  supply. 

18.  The  Comnoander  of  the  Forces  expects  that  the  great  coats,  excepting  those  of  tlie 
59th  regt.,  respecting  which  further  orders  will  be  given,  will  be  packed  as  above  ordt^red 
by  the  29th  inst. 

19.  It  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  officers  commanding  regiments  should  take  mea- 
sures and  have  the  comers  and  outside  selvage  of  the  soldiers'  blankets  strengUiened,  in 
order  that  the  soldiers  may  pitch  them,  without  injury  to  the  blankets,  in  case  it  should 
upon  any  occasion  be  necessary  in  order  to  shelter  them  from  the  sun. 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Backingfaam.  Franeda,  25th  April,  1819. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  March,  and  I  assure  you  that  ( 
am  highly  flattered  by  your  recollection  of  me  at  such  a  moment  as  that 
at  which  you  wrote  to  me,  and  at  the  expression  of  your  wish  that  the 
friendly  and  affectionate  intercourse  with  which  I  had  so  long  been 
honored  by  your  much  respected  father  should  be  continued  with  your- 
self. I  assure  you  that,  from  regard  for  yourself  and  respect  for  your 
whole  family,  as  well  as  from  affection  for  the  memory  of  your  father,  I 
am  most  desirous  that  the  loss  which  1  have  sustained  in  him  should  not 
be  aggravated  by  the  discontinuance  of  my  intimate  intercourse  with 
yourself  and  family ;  and  I  accept,  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  the  offer 
of  your  continued  friendship. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  congratulations  upon  the  recent 
honor  which  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  has  conferred  upon  me,  which 
is  enhanced  much  to  me  by  its  having  been  worn  by  my  old  patron  and 
friend.     Pray  present  my  best  respects  to  Lady  Buckingham. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  the  Secretary  at  War.  Fretieda,  25th  April,  1813. 

1  received  your  Lordship's  dispatch.  No.  26,045,  of  the  31st  March,  by 
the  last  post,  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  still  existing  in  the  settlement  of 
accounts  of  soldiers  sent  home  from  this  country,  and  again  requiring  my 
opinion  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  paymaster  of  detachments  at 
Lisbon. 

I  wish  that  your  Lordship  had  sent  me  the  names  of  the  soldiers  whose 
accounts  had  not  been  settled,  specifying  the  regiments  and  companies  to 
which  they  belong.  The  fact  is,  my  Lord,  that  the  origin  of  the  evil 
exists  in  the  regiments.  Notwithstanding  the  pains  which  are  taken  to 
enforce  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  service  in  regard  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  soldiers'  accoimts,  and  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  those  accounts,  when  a  soldier  is  sent  to  a  general  hospital,  when 
he  is  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  or  is  invalided,  or  becomes  in  any  manner 
a  casualty  on  the  returns  of  his  company  and  regiment,  I  am  convinced, 
indeed  1  know,  that  in  nine  out  of  ten  instances  those  orders  and  regula- 
tions are  not  complied  with ;  and  no  paymaster  of  detachments,  or  any 
other  officer  stationed  at  Lisbon,  could  settle  the  soldiers'  accounts  in  any 
reasonable  space  of  time.  The  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  such 
a  person  would  be  the  detention  of  many  soldiers  in  this  country  till  they 
should  die,  while  the  paymaster  of  detachments  should  be  engaged  in  a 
correspondence  with  the  regiment  regarding  the  accounts,  each  communi- 
cation of  which  correspondence  would  take  from  5  to  7  days. 

When  your  Lordship  adverts  to  the  difficulty  which  you  experience  in 
obtaining  from  the  Commanding  officers  and  paymasters  of  regiments 
their  states  and  accounts,  which  are  almost  mere  forms  to  be  filled  up,  and 
to  the  number  of  calls  which  you  are  obliged  to  make  upon  those  officers 
of  superior  rank  and  intelligence,  one  of  whom  has  nothing  else  to  attend 
to,  you  cannot  be  surprised  that  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  army 
should  be  ignorant  of,  as  they  are  in  man^  instances,  and  should  neglect, 
the  important  duties  assigned  to  them  regarding  the  accounts  of  the 
soldiers  above  referred  to.     All  that  1  can  do  is  to  urge  them  to  attend  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  440 

these  daiiefiy  and  to  notice  in  a  particular  manner  any  instance  of  a  neglect 
of  them  which  may  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  is  impossible  to  attempt  to  punish  any  individual  for  such  a  neglect 
of  duty,  as  he  would  be  to  be  tried  for  it  by  others,  each  of  whom  would 
probably  have  been  guilty  of  a  similar  or  even  greater  neglect. 

To  the  Rt  Hen.  tbe  Secictary  at  War.  Frenedo,  25th  April,  1813. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  29th  March, 
No.  45,496,  by  the  last  post,  enclosing  one  which  your  Lordship  had 
received  from  Lieut  Col.  Holmes,  of  the  3d  dragoon  guards,  relative  to 
the  advantages  made  by  the  Paymasters  of  the  army,  by  the  accumula- 
tion of  money  in  their  hands.  As  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  Pay- 
masters of  the  army  trade  in  every  way  in  which  they  can  acquire  any 
profit,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  they  derive  profit  from  the  sources 
referred  to  by  Lieut  Col.  Holmes.  But  the  remedy  for  the  evil  rests 
with  your  Lordship,  and  not  with  me. 

It  appears  to  me  that  your  Lordship  might  order  the  Paymasters  of 
regiments  to  pay  into  the  military  chest  of  the  army,  at  stated  periods, 
the  amount  stopped  from  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  regiments  on 
account  of  the  income  tax,  taking  the  receipt  of  the  Dep.  Paymaster  Gen. 
for  the  amount ;  and  that  the  Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  might  be  authorised 
to  draw  upon  the  Paymaster  Gen.  in  favor  of  the  Sec.  at  War,  or  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  agents  of  the  regiment,  for  the  amount  thus  paid 
into  the  military  chest,  specifying  in  the  draft  that  it  was  for  a  sum  of 
money  received  as  the  income  tax  of  the  officers  of  a  particular  regiment, 
for  a  particular  period  of  time. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  call  upon  Lieut.  CoL  Holmes  to  specify  what  he 
meant  by  the  term  he  used  in  his  letter  to  your  Lordship,  staking  that  a 
considerable  sum  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Paymastership, 
on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  non-effectives  of  the  3d  dragoon 
guards,  before  I  should  address  your  Lordship ;  and  the  result  has  been 
as  follows: 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  British  troops  serving  in  this  part  of 
the  Peninsula  have  long  been  paid  in  arrear,  and  that  the  term  of  the 
arrear  is  now  for  4  months;  the  subsistence  to  the  24th  Dec.  1812,  being 
only  now  in  the  course  of  issue.  During  every  month  passed  by  an 
army  employed  on  service  against  the  enemy,  it  must  be  expected  that 
the  casualties  will.be  very  numerous;  and  the  Paymasters,  under  the 
existing  regulations,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  Pay- 
master Gen.  the  subsistence  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  die  during 
the  period  of  the  arrear. 

Thus,  a  Paymaster  would  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay  of  an  officer  or 
soldier  who  should  die  on  this  day,  from  the  25th  Dec.  to  the  24th  Aprils 
at  the  periods  at  which  it  should  become  payable  by  the  Dep.  Paymaster 
Gen.,  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  the  warrants  and  the  orders  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces;  and  this  is  what  Lieut.  Col.  Hohnes  means  by 
the  pay  of  officers  and  non-effectives. 

I  don't  think  it  is  possible  to  prevent  the  Paymasters  of  regiments  from 
receiving  these  sums  from  the  Pay  office.    There  may  be  regimental 
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demands  against  the  deceased  officer ;  such  demands  certainly  will  exist 
against  the  deceased  soldier,  and  it  would  create  great  confusion  and  diffi^. 
culty,  if  the  Paymasters  of  regiments  were  prevented  from  receiving  those 
sums  of  money  into  their  hands. 

But  under  the  regulations  for  their  guidance,  the  Paymasters  of  regi- 
ments are  called  upon  to  send  to  England  the  sums  due  to  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  invalids,  to  prisoners  of  war,  &c.  &c.,  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  each  individual ;  under  which  order,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  the  Paymasters  have  made  the  profit  adverted  to.  It  will  he 
proper,  therefore,  for  your  Lordship  to  order  that  the  Paymasters  of  regi- 
ments should  pay  into  the  military  chest  all  such  sums  of  money  as  they 
have  heen  heretofore  ordered  to  send  to  England,  under  any  of  the  heads 
ahove  adverted  to,  giving  the  Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  a  statement  of  the 
account  on  which  the  sum  has  heen  paid  in,  and  reporting  that  it  has  heen 
paid  in,  in  detail,  for  your  Lordship's  information ;  and  the  Dep.  Pay-, 
master  Gen.  should  he  authorised  to  grant  a  hill  upon  the  Paymaster  Gen> 
for  such  sum  of  money,  specifying,  in  a  letter  of  advice,  for  what  pur- 
pose drawn,  either  in  favor  of  the  Sec.  at  War,  or  of  the  agents  of  the 
regiment 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  Paymasters  of  regiments  will  be  prevented, 
from  making  profit  in  future  under  these  heads,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  above  proposed ;  and  the  military  chest  of  the  army  will  be 
aided  to  a  very  considerable  amount. 

The  A,G,  to  Major  Macdonatd,  Lisbon.  25th  April,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  your  letter  of 
the  21st  inst.  reporting  your  arrival  at  Lisbon,  and  his  Lordship  has  directed  me 
to  signify  to  you  in  answer  that  in  consideration  of  the  large  number  of  officers  at 
present  on  the  Staff  in  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department,  he  regrets  that  he  cannot  re- 
appoint you  to  the  department.  I  beg  leave  to  apprise  you  that  yoa  have  been 
discontinued  as  A.  A.  G.  with  this  army  from  the  26th  Dec.  1812. 

To  Major  Gen.  J.  O.  Vandeleur.  Freneda,  26th  April,  1813,  4  p.m. 

Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  has  just  given  me  your  letter  of  this  day,  and 

1  assure  you  I  should  be  very  happy  to  appoint  you  to  command  a  brigade 

of  cavalry  if  I  could ;  but,  notwithstanding  Gen. is  ordered  home, 

there  is  no  brigade  vacant.  Four  regiments  of  cavalry  have  been  drafted 
by  orders  from  home,  and  2  brigades  of  cavalry  have  been  sent  out,  and 

2  General  officers  to  command  brigades  of  cavalry.     Unless  I  remove 

Gen. from  his  command,  or  some  other  General  officer  of  the  cavalry, 

I  don't  see  how  I  can  give  you  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry. 
Indeed,  after  all,  unless  some  General  officer  should  be  removed,  the 
brigades  of  light  cavalry  must  be  of  the  strength  of  only  6  squadrons. 
I  have  written  2  letters  to  Sir  S.  Cotton  on  the  subject,  which  he 
will  find  on  his  arrival ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  he  may  be  able  to 
suggest  an  arrangement  which  may  give  you  a  situation  in  the  cavalry, 
which  I  acknowledge  I  cannot,  without  sending  home  some  officer  or 
other. 

You  will  recollect  that  I  advised  you  to  settle  this  matter  in  England. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  choice  of  the  General  officers  out  here,  or 
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with  their  numbers,  or  the  army  with  which  they  are  to  serve ;  and  wheo 
they  do  come,  I  must  employ  them  as  I  am  ordered. 

A  Dom  M.  Foijas.  Freneda,  ce  26  Avril,  1813. 

Je  viens  d'avoir  Thonneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  21  AvriJ,  et  j'en 
avals  d^}k  re^u  une  sur  le  m^me  sujet  du  Chevalier  Stuart  Je  lui  ai 
n^pondu  que  je  n'avais  nul  dc^ir  que  ma  lettre  au  Prince  soit  mise  sous 
les  yeux  du  gouvernement  si  elle  (Stait  de  nature  k  les  f&cher ;  ni  m^me 
qu'eUe  passat  au  Prince  s'il  <$tait  probable  que  les  objets  que  j^avais  en 
^ue  fussent  accomplis. 

J'ai  assez  k  faire,  et  je  n'ai  nul  dtSsir  de  m'embrouiUer  dans  de  mau* 
vaises  querelles  avec  qui  que  ce  soit ;  mais  je  ne  peux  pas  voir  les  affaires 
du  Prince  Il^ent,  son  armi^  et  la  cause  des  alli^  se  d<$t^riorer  sans  m'en 
plaindre  au  Prince ;  surtout  sachant  que  le  Prince  a  ordonn^  qu'on  fit 
attention  k  mes  conseils,  et  que  j'ai  eu  le  bonheur  de  n'avoir  jamais  encore 
conseill<$  quelque  choee  qui  n'ait  pas  rt^ussi. 

Je  vous  avoue  que  je  ne  suis  pas  du  tout  satisfait  de  IVtat  des  paicmens 
^noncd  dai»  votre  lettre.  II  est  clair  que  I'arm^  n'est  pay^  que  jusqu'li 
la  fin  de  Septembre;  on  parle  d'argent  ici  et  1^;  mais  je  ne  vois  rien  de 
certain  dans  tout  cela ;  et  si,  quand  je  marcherai  dans  quelques  jours,  je 
trouve  que  les  troupes  sont  toujours  en  arri^re  de  celles  de  Sa  Majesty 
Britannique,  il  faut  bien  que  j'insiste  pour  que  ma  lettre  soit  envoy<^  an 
Prince. 

Mais  la  paie  de  I'arm^e  n'est  pas  la  seule  chose  dont  je  me  plains, 
quoique  la  plus  pressante  et  peut-^tre  la  plus  iroportante  en  cette  lettre. 
Je  persiste  k  dire  que  si  le  gouvernement  Portugais  avait  voulu  suivre 
mes  conseils,  s'il  voulait  les  suivre  k  prtfsent,  Sa  Majestt^  serait  en  ^tat  de 
faire  beaucoup  plus  pour  les  Puissances  de  la  Pt^ninsule  qu'elle  ne  pent 
faire  k  pr^nt;  et  chaque  jour  de  dtSlai  en  est  un  de  risque  et  de  malheur 
pour  ces  deux  nations.  Le  bien  qui  n^ulterait  de  ce  que  j'ai  conseillt^ 
n'est  pas  ni^  Mais  on  ne  le  fait  pas  parceque  on  ne  le  veut  pas.  Gette 
conduite  est  elle  juste  ?  est  elle  patriotique  ?  est  elle  honn^te  envers  le 
Souvendn  ? 

Je  me  nfsume.  Si  I'armee  n'est  pas  pay^  avant  que  nous  marchions, 
il  faut  que  la  lettre  passe  sous  les  yeux  du  Prince  par  la  premiere  occasion. 
Si  on  ne  prend  pas  tout  de  suite  des  mesures  sur  les  plans  que  j'ai  recom- 
mand«b,  elle  y  passera  sous  une  autre  forme  k  la  premiere  occasion,  m^me 
si  la  paie  de  I'arm^e  ^tait  en  n^gle. 

Je  n'aime  pas  ^rir»  sur  la  conduite  de  qui  que  ce  soit  sans  lui  en  £ure 
part,  et  j'ai  toujours  agi  de  cette  maniere  avec  le  gouveniement,  et  je  diA- 
sire  beaucoup  n'en  pas  dt^partir.  Mais  si  vous  et  le  Chevalier  Stuart  sont 
d'opinion  que  mettre  ma  lettre  sous  les  yeux  du  gouvernement  ferait  du 
tort  aux  affidres,  je  vous  prie  de  Penvoyer  directe  au  Prince.  Je  vous 
prie  dans  ce  cas,  tous  les  deux,  de  vous  souvenir  que  vous  avez  ma  lettre 
dans  vos  mains  pour  la  leur  montrer,  au  cas  qu*il  fut  jamais  possible  qu'on 
attaqu&t  ma  probitiS  en  envoyant  une  accusation  au  Prince,  contre  qui  que 
ce  soit  sans  lui  en  faire  part. 

The  ji.O.  to  Mqior  Gtn,  Hay,  5/A  dhimon.  26th  April,  1813. 

On  referring  to  the  account  which  has  been  fumishod  by  Uic  Paymaster  Gen. 
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of  the  sums  deducted  from  the  estimates  for  the  month  of  November  last,  of  the 
several  corps  composing  the  5th  and  6th  divisions  at  that  period,  on  account  <^ 
damage  done  to  the  property  of  certain  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  it  appears  that  no  part  of  the  sums  charged  against  the  30th  and  44th 
regts.,  in  the  accounts  which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  with  my  letter 
of  the  23d  ult.,  have  been  deducted  from  the  estimates  of  those  corps  for  the  period 
in  question.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to  the  directions  contained  m  my 
letter  of  the  2dd  ult.,  and  to  request  that  vou  will  be  pleased  to  cause  so  much  of 
the  sums  charged  agtuust  the  30th  and  44th  regts.,  in  the  statement  above  alluded 
to,  as  it  may  he  found  practicable  to  recover,  to  be  deducted  from  their  estimates 
for  the  month  of  November  last,  and  the  amount  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay* 
master  Gen.  in  order  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  deduction  Im 
been  ordered  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  Freneda,  27di  April,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness'  commands  of 
the  2d  inBt. ;  and  in  obedience  to  them  and  to  those  of  H.  R.  H.  the 
Duke  of  York,  I  have  appointed  Capt.  FitzClarence*  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Adj.  Gen.,  and  have  called  him  to  head  quarters.  Your  Royal  Highness 
may  depend  upon  my  paying  him  every  attention  in  my  power,  as  well  as 
to  his  brother.f 

I  am  very  much  flattered  by  your  Royal  Highness'  approbation ;  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  our  exertions  in  the  campaign  now  about  to  commence 
may  be  as  successful  as  is  expected. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  iu  Oiief.  Freneda,  27th  April,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Royal  Highness'  commands  of  the  7th  inst.  Afler 
I  had  written  to  your  Royal  Higlmess  on  the  1 1th  March,  I  found  that  I 
had  given  the  4th  dragoons  ,30  horses  of  the  11th  more  than  they  could 
mount ;  and  these  horses  were  transferred  to  the  1st  German  dragoons, 
which  regiment  became  thereby  more  nearly  complete  in  horses.  I  had 
also  an  inspection  made  of  the  Ist  and  2d  hussars,  and  found  that  there 
were  in  the  former  43,  and  in  the  latter  96  horses  fit  for  the  heavy 
cavalry,  a  number  fully  equal  to  complete  both  the  regiments  of  heavy 
German  dragoons. 

The  1st  hussars  wanted  only  36  horses  to  complete  tiie  number  they 
could  mount,  43  horses  to  replace  those  to  be  drafted  from  that  regiment 
for  the  heavy  cavalry,  and  36  men  and  horses  to  complete  the  3  squadrons 
in  this  country  to  their  establishment  The  2d  hussars  could  furnish  all 
these  demands ;  and'  as  all  the  regiments  have  now  as  many,  and  some 
more,  horses  than  they  can  mount,  and  as  the  horses  they  would  have 
received  from  the  2d  heavy  German  dragoons  would  only  have  encum- 
bered them,  I  considered  it  best  to  confine  the  execution  of  your  Royal 
*  The  late  Earl  of  Muntter.  f  Who  died  in  India. 

G.  O.  Freneda,  87tb  April,  1813. 

1.  The  DOD-commistioned  officers  and  soldiers  sent  to  form  the  Staff  Corps  of  cavalry, 
under  the  orders  of  the  13tli  March,  1813,  No.  22,  are  to  be  cootinued  on  the  strength  of 
ih9  several  regimenti  of  cavalry  to  which  they  have  hitherto  belonged,  and  are  to  be  re- 
turned as  *  on  command.* 

%  Their  pay  is  to  be  drawn  for  them  in  their  several  regiments  to  the  24th  April,  and 
from  that  time  in  the  Staff  Corps.  The  horse  appointments  sent  with  these  men  from  their 
several  regimente  will  be  returned  to  their  regiments,  as  soon  as  those  intended  to  be  sent 
Ibr  them  from  England  jihall  arrive  in  this  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  4S3 

Qighness'  orders  of  the  7th  April  to  the  2d  hussars.  I  have,  besides,  to 
observe,  that  some  of  the  regiments  being  on  march,  it  would  have  been 
very  difficult  to  reach  them  with  the  horses  from  the  2d  German  dragoons 
till  the  whole  army  should  be  collected. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  2d  hussars,  with  the  exception  of  those 
drafted  to  the  1st  hussars,  will  be  sent  to  England  by  the  first  opportunity. 

To  Major  Oen.  J.  O.  Vandeleiir.  Freneda,  38th  April,  1813. 

I  am  convinced  that  you  are  not  in  earnest  in  wishing  me  to  adopt  the 
plan  you  have  proposed  to  open  the  door  for  your  removal  to  the  cavalry. 

If  Gen.  ' were  not  already  in  the  cavalry,  I  might  have  it  in  my  power, 

with  justice,  to  make  the  selection  between  you  and  him ;  but  as  it  is,  I 
have  it  not. 

It  is  very  true,  as  Gen.  Calvert  says,  that  I  should  have  had  it  in  my 
power  to  put  you  into  the  cavalry,  if  Great  Britain  could  have  furnished 
only  700  horses  to  remount  our  cavalry  this  winter ;  but  as  these  could 
not  be  found,  I  have  been  ordered  to  draft  4  regiments,  and  5  new  regi- 
ments have  been  sent  out.     But  with  these  five,  two  new  General  officers ! 

I  have  written  to  Sir  S.  Cotton  on  the  cavalry  arrangements,  and  I  assure 
you  that  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  do  what  you  wish. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Freneda,  28tb  April,  1813. 

I  hope  that  in  a  few  days  we  shall  commence  our  operations,  and  I 
think  it  is  not  impossible  that  we  may  hereafter  have  to  communicate  with 
the  shipping  in  one  of  the  ports  in  the  north  of  Spain.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  communication  along  the  coast  becomes  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  a  little  anxious  upon  the  sub- 
ject, adverting  to  the  weakness  of  the  squadron  under  your  command,  and 
that  you  have  to  attend  to  the  southern  coast  and  Cadiz,  as  well  as  to 
Lisbon  and  the  western  coast. 

I  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  on  this  subject  on  the  7th  inst  a  letter  which 
he  must  have  received  by  this  time  :  but  if  you  should  concur  in  opinion 
with  me,  that  you  are  not  strong  enough,  it  is  very  desirable  that  you 
should  intimate  it  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir  G.  Collier  is  now  at  Coruna  with  the  Surveillanie^  and,  I  believe, 
two  other  frigates,  and  he  is  destined  to  cruise  off  the  northern  coast 
during  the  summer.  I  have  now  recommended  to  him  to  take  his  station 
between  Santona  and  Bayonne,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  communi- 
cating along  the  coast  by  sea;  but  if  you  cannot  get  any  reinforcement 
from  England,  I  shall  apply  to  him  to  station  one  of  his  fHgates  off  Cape 
Finisterre. 

Au  Duqne  del  In&ntado.  Freneda,  ce  28  Avril,  1813. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  copie  de  la  lettre  que  je  viens  de  recevoir  de  la 
Rf^gence  en  reponse  k  ceUe  que  je  leur  ai  <Jcrit  pour  proposer  que  vous 
soyez  employ^  k  I'armi^.  Je  n'ai  aucune  connaissance  de  la  cause  de 
leur  decision ;  mais  je  suppose  qu'elle  a  quelque  rapport  avec  la  conduite 
de  la  Rdgence  dont  vous  faisiez  partie.  Je  suis  bien  f^cht^  que  je  n'aurai 
pas  votre  assistance  au  moins  au  commencement  de  la  campagne. 
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To  the  Bt.  Hon.  S^  k.  WeHesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  SStb  April,  181S. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  the  Dnque  del  Infantado,  which  I  beg  jon  to 
haye  delivered  to  him.  I  applied  to  the  government  to  send  him  to  the 
army,  but  thej  have  refused ;  and  Wimpffen  tells  me  that  the  Cortes  are 
about  to  attack  the  late  government.  This  will  be  a  wise  measure ! ! ! 
Don  Juan  O'Donoju  is  to  be  Minister  at  War,  and  is  going  to  Cadiz. 

The  news  from  the  north  continues  to  be  very  good.  It  appears  bj 
the  paper  of  the  14th  that  Gen.  Morand  and  his  whole  division  were  killed 
or  taken  prisoners  at  Lunenberg. 

We  have  at  last  got  some  rain  in  earnest,  and  the  whole  army  will  be 
in  motion  directly. 

P.S.  Is  the  clothing  for  the  cavalry  arrived  yet  ? 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Forces.  Freneda,  28di  April,  ISIdL 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.  in  regard 
to  the  leave  of  absence  to  Col.  Palmer,  of  the  10th  hussars. 

Nearly  about  the  time  I  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  ult.,  informing 
me  of  the  pleasure  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  that  Lieut  Col.  Palmer 
should  have  leave  to  go  to  England  when  Lieut.  Col.  Quentin  should 
come  out,  I  received  an  application  from  Lieut.  Col.  Palmer  for  leave  to 
go  immediately,  written  in  the  belief  that  Col.  Quentin  was  then  on  his 
passage. 

As  I  was  aware  of  the  nature  of  Lieut.  Col.  Palmer^s  busmess  in  Eng- 
land, and  conceived  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  him  to  be  in  England 
when  Parliament  should  assemble  afler  the  holidays,  I  gave  him  leave  to 
go  to  England,  conceiving  that  I  was  acting  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  and  that  the  service  would  suffer  no  incon- 
venience from  the  absence  of  both  Lieut.  Col.  Palmer  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Quentin  from  the  regiment  for  the  short  period  during  which  it  was 
likely  to  take  place. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  I  am  certain  that  Lieut  Col.  Palmer 
would  not  have  desired  to  go  if  he  had  not  believed  Lieut  Col.  Quentin 
was  on  his  passage,  and  that  be  would  have  preferred  to  stay,  at  all  risks 
to  the  object  which  has  taken  him  to  England,  to  relinquishing  the  ser- 
vice, I  hope  and  entreat  that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
service  in  consequence  of  <my  error  in  acting  upon  the  orders  which  I 
received. 

To  Earl  Bathunit  Ftaeda,  38th  April,  1813. 

Tlie  enemy  have  made  no  movement  of  importance  since  I  addressed 
your  Lordship  on  the  21st  inst.,  and  their  troops  are  cantoned  nearly  in 
the  same  situations. 

Those  of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  have  moved,  however, 
and  the  cantonments  are  closing  up  with  a  view  to  the  movements  which 
I  propose  to  commence  in  the  first  days  of  May. 

TV  A,0.  /»  S.  Ihmttr,  Etq.,  Dtp,  Paymaster  GtntraL  38fli  April,  1813. 

In  reference  to  yoor  letter  of  the  26th  inst.,  respecting  the  sums  which  have 
been  received  from  the  6th  and  6th  divisions  of  infimtry  towards  indenmifyiDg  the 
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onrnen  of  certain  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  for  the  damage 
done  to  Uieir  property  by  the  soldiers  of  those  divbions,  I  have  been  directed  by 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  request  that  you  will  direct  Mr.  Assist.  Pa3rmaster 
Gordon  to  pay  to  my  order  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  property  was  injured  the 
amount  which  has  been  receiYed,  and  which  is  stated  in  the  margin. 

Tht  A,Q,  to  Mr.  Egertany  WhitthalL  28tb  April,  1813. 

I  have  sent  you  by  this  mail  the  G.  O.  ^which  you  have  reported  as  having  mis- 
carried) from  the  1st  Jan.  to  the  11th  April.  Those  from  the  12th  April,  to  com- 
,plete  the  half  year's  Orders,  will  be  transmitted  by  the  next  packet ;  and  I  beg 
you  will  have  the  volume  completed  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible,  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Marquis  of  Wellmgton  being  desirous  that  they  should  be  circulated 
without  delay.  I  regret  bemg  under  the  necessity  of  returning  herewith  your 
account,  which,  as  you  will  perceive  by  a  remark  annexed  to  it,  from  the  mode 
prescribed  for  the  settlement  of  contingent  accounts,  must  be  in  duplicate,  with  a 
receipt  annexed. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Pack.  Freneda,  29lh  April,  1813. 

I  return  your  letter.  Col.  Bunbury  and  I  are  highly  flattered  by  your 
preference  of  the  seryice  in  this  country  to  that  which  has  been  proposed 
to  you  by  the  Sec.  of  State.  I  think  you  were  right;  but,  at  all  event^ 
I  am  very  sensible  of  the  kindness  of  your  motiyes  in  refusing  to  accept 
the  offer. 

Tkt  A.O.  to  Litut,  Co/.  Jtooh,  A.A.Q.,  U  divinon,  29th  April,  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter 

of  the  28th  inst.,  and  its  enclosure  fi^m  Capt.  ^ ,  D.  A.  A.  G.,  his  Excellency 

has  desired  me  to  remark  to  you  that  he  considers  the  officers  of  the  Adi.  Gen.fs 
department  to  be  strictly  responsible  for  the  due  circulation  of  the  G.  O.  of  the  army. 
His  Excellency  therefore  desires  that  you  will  yourself  enter  into  the  most  parti- 
cular inquiry,  the  result  of  which  he  desires  may  be  forwarded  to  me  for  his  inft.r- 
mation,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  G.  O.  of  the  3d  Feb.  last  were 
dqly  transmitted  to  Col.  Ashworth^s  brigade,  and  everpr  precaution  taken  by  Capt. 

that  could  have  been  taken  by  him  to  insure  their  receipt.     His  Excellency 

nas  desired  me  to  add,  that  if  any  neglect  in  the  transmission  of  these  Orders  shall 

be  found  to  have  existed  on  the  part  of  Capt. ,  he  will  difplaoe  that  officer 

fix)m  his  situation  in  the  Ad|j.  Gen.^  department. 

T%tA.G.to  Dr.  M'Grigor* Ituptctor  Qtntral  of  hotpitaii.  29th  Apri^  1813* 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will 

be  pleased  to  cause  Dr. ,  physician  to  the  forces,  to  be  placed  under  an  arrest 

and  to  be  relieved  from  the  duty  in  which  he  may  be  at  present  engaged,  it  being 
his  Excellency's  intention  to  cause  that  medical  wcer  to  be  brought  before  a  Ge- 
neral Court  Martial  for  having,  without  a  billet,  and  without  leave  from  the  Com- 
mandant, seized  upon  and  occupied  the  house  of  the  Visconde  da  Lapa  at  Viseu,  a 
quarter  which  baa  been  kept  vacant  for  officers  of  rank  passing  through  the  station. 

7U  A.O.  to  S.  HuMttTf  Esq.,  Dtp.  Paymaster  GtHeraL  29th  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  letter  and  enclosure  which  I  have  re- 
ceived fr^m  the  Commandant  of  Castcllo  Branco,  stating  the  circumstances  of  a 
robbery  which  has  been  recently  committed  on  a  box  contaiuiftg  public  treasure  on 
its  pasnge  through  that  station ;  and  I  have  been  directed  by  tne  Commander  of 
the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will  cause  the  most  diligent  inquiry  to  be  made,  the 
result  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  me  for  the  information  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander  or  the  Forces,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  tlic 
officer  of  the  Paymaster  €ren.'s  department  who  accomnanied  the  treasure,  of 
which  the  box  in  question  contained  a  part,  complied  witn  the  G.  O.  of  the  4th 
May,  1810. 
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To  Bftrl  BathunC  Frenedm,  30th  Apn%  1818. 

I  take  the  chance  of  this  letter  catching  the  mail  to  enclose  jou  a  copj 
of  the  news  which  I  haye  received  this  day  from  Alicante,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murraj  had  a  very  successful  affidr  with 
Marshal  Suchet  on  the  13th  inst  I  hope  to  send  you  the  details  hy  the 
next  mail. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  Ist  May,  T8ia 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  SOth,  and  I  have  sent  the  enclosure 
from  the  Conde  de  Amarante  to  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford ;  and  I  have 
informed  the  Marshal,  as  I  now  inform  you,  that  the  troops  under  the 
Conde  de  Amarante  and  Col.  Campbell  must  be  supplied  by  Portuguese 
means,  or  they  must  not  take  the  field,  or  they  must  starve,  as  I  neither 
can  nor  will  allow  the  British  departments  to  undertake  to  feed  them. 

I  beg  that  you  will  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Conde  de  Amarante^ 
and  keep  it  by  you  as  the  rule  for  your  proceeding  throughout  the  cam- 
paign in  respect  to  those  troops,  as  well  as  in  respect  to  the  Spanish 
troops  which  may  be  employed  with  you.  Let  the  Conde  de  Amarante 
^(.now  that  I  never  will  give  another  answer  to  any  demands  of  this  kind ; 
that  I  never  will  authorise  a  charge  on  our  Commissariat  for  feeding  the 
Portuguese  troops  under  his  command,  and  that  it  is  quite  useless  to 
renew  these  applications. 

To  Lieat.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  Freneda,  lit  Uaj,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th,  regarding  Gen.  Oswald.  He  it 
now  on  his  way  to  join  the  5th  division,  but  I  will  appoint  him  to  com- 
mand a  brigade  in  the  2d  division  if  he  should  lose  that  command. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Pack.  Fkeneda,  lit  Haj,  1818. 

I  write  to  state  to  you  how  we  stand  in  respect  to  British  brigades,  m 
order  to  show  you  that  I  have  not  forgotten  your  wishes. 

There  are  two  brigades  vacant :  one  in  the  2d  division,  which  I  keep 
vacant  till  I  know  whether  Sir  J.  Leith  will  come  out,  when  Major  Gen. 
Oswald  will  be  appointed  to  it;  and  one  in  the  7t&  division.  Fermor  is 
senior  to  you,  and  must  be  appointed  to  that     I  think  it  probable  that 

G.  O.  F^MMda.  lal  May,  ISIS. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcei  request!  the  attentioD  of  the  General  officen,  and 
Commanding  otScen  of  regimeoti,  to  the  9th  paragraph  of  the  G.  O.  of  the  lit  March,  in 
regard  to  tenti. 

3.  He  if  aware  that  3  tents  for  each  company  will  not  be  Kifficient  to  give  cover  to  tfie 
non-commiifioned  oflScen  and  toldiert  of  lome  of  the  strong  regiments ;  but  it  ii  to  be  im- 
derstood  that  all  the  teott  are  to  be  diipoMible  by  the  A.  Q.  M.  G.  attached  to  the  divi- 
sion in  which  any  regiment  may  be,  who  will  see  that  all  the  men  are  covered ;  and  he 
will  apply  the  tents  to  cover  such  part  of  the  divisions  as  he  may  thbk  proper. 

3.  He  must  take  c%re»  however,  that  the  camps  are  so  disposed  as  that  me  tmfs  belong- 
Sng  to  any  regiment  attached  for  the  moment  to  the  use  of  another,  may  not  be  removed  to 
an  inoonvcnicaft  distance  from  the  regiment  to  which  they  may  belong,  and  the  animals 
which  are  destined  to  carry  them,  and  the  bit  men  who  are  to  take  care  of  them. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires  that  it  may  be  observed  as  a  general  rule,  that 
the  tents  are  to  be  concealed  from  view  in  the  day  time  as  far  as  may  be  practicable ;  bat 
there  will  be  no  iuconvenienoe  in  removing  them  at  night  to  heights,  or  any  other  situation, 
on  wliich  it  may  be  convenient  to  post  the  troops  during  the  night,  from  which,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  concealment,  it  may  be  expedient  to  keep  them  in  the  day  time. 
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either  Leith  or  Gen.  Walker  will  not  come  out;  and  in  either  case,^  if  no 
General  officer  should  be  sent  out,  jou  shall  be  removed  to  the  British 
armjy  as  you  desire. 

To  Col.  Rom,  30th  regt.*  Freneda,  1st  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  April.  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  appoint  you  to  ^e  command  of  a  brigade  in  the  army  when  it  shall  be 
in  my  power.  Col.  Hinde  and  Col.  Stirling  command  brigades,  as  being 
the  senior  Field  officers  of  the  brigades  in  which  their  regiments  are. 
If  you  will  refer  to  the  Army  List,  you  will  see  that  there  are  in  this  army 
Brig.  Gen.  Brooke,  Brig.  Gen.  Inglis,  and  CoL  Fermor,  senior  to  you, 
without  brigades,  besides  Gen.  Pack,  who  is  to  be  removed  to  the  British 
army,  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  cavalry. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  this  army  not  to  move  officers  from  the  com- 
mand of  their  regiments  to  command  brigades  until  it  was  quite  certain 
that,  by  the  arrival  of  other  officers  with  the  army^  they  would  not  be 
obliged  to  return  to  the  command  of  their  regiments ;  and  it  is  very  de- 
sirable not  to  depart  from  this  practice. 

To  Gen.  the  Conde  de  U  Bisbal.  .    '  Fre&eda,  lit  May,  1813. 

I  have  this  day  directed  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  to  inform  you  that  the 
materials  for  the  repair  of  the  bridge  of  Almaraz  had  moved  from  Elvas, 
and  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  troops  under  your  command  should 
commence  their  march  from  Seville. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22d  April,  in  regard  to 
the  measures  proposed  to  be  adopted  in  the  provinces  of  Seville  and  Cor- 
dova, to  procure  means  of  transport  for  the  troops  under  your  command ; 
and  I  have  only  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  March  ult.  for  my 
opinion  upon  that  subject 

It  is  very  evident  to  me  that  the  troops  under  your  command,  any 
more  than  other  troops,  cannot  undertake  operations  in  the  field  without 
having  some  means  of  this  description ;  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the  diffi* 
culties  which  you  will  have  to  encounter  during  the  campaign  in  conse- 
quence of  deficiencies  of  means  of  transport,  and  of  wants  of  all  kinds 
occasioned  by  the  poverty  of  the  resources  of  the  Spanish  government, 
which  the  circupistances  of  the  times  don't  allow  us  to  ameliorate. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  felt  a  consider- 
able degree  of  hesitation  in  sendipg  orders  to  your  Excellency  to  put 
your  troops  in  motion ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  understand  that,  if  you 
consider  these  difficulties  to  be  of  a  magnitude  likely  to  injure  your 
corps,  I  don't  wish  you  to  march,  at  least  till  the  harvest  shall  be  on  the 
ground,  and  that  you  will  find  more  easily  the  means  of  subsisting  it ; 
and  that,  whether  you  march  now  or  at  a  future  period,  I  consider  it  to 
be  more  important  to  have  a  small  body  of  troops  well  pai<f  and  appointed, 
than  a  larger  one  which  there  should  not  exist  means  of  either  paying  or 
feeding.  The  former  may  render  some  service  to  the  cause,  and  be 
some  credit  to  the  officer  commanding  it ;  the  latter  cannot.  I  have  in- 
variably assisted  the  Spanish  armies  as  far  as  has  been  in  my  power ; 
*  AAcrwaicb  killed  at  Baltimore. 
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and,  in  point  of.  fact,  the  monej  recently  imaed  to  them  has  been  Uken 
from  the  military  chest  of  this  army ;  and  I  shall  continue  to  endeavor 
to  assist  them  with  money. 

But  it  would  he  quite  impossible  for  me,  as  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  British  army,  and  with  British  funds,  and  by  the  agency  of  the 
British  Commissariat,  to  endeavor  to  form  magazines  for  the  Spanish 
armies.  These  must  be  formed  by  the  agency  of  the  officers  of  the 
Spanish  goyemment,  and  with  the  resources  of  the  Spanish  nation  ^  and 
if  those  agents  are  incapable,  or  the  resources  are  not  equal  to  the  objectt 
we  must  endeavor  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  Spanish  troops  without 
the  aid  of  the  magazines. 

With  this  object  in  view,  I  recommend  to  you,  at  whatever  period  you 
may  undertake  your  march,  to  move  by  cantonments,  in  separate  small 
divisions,  each  upon  a  separate  road. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  BL  WeUedey,  K.B.  VnaA,  1ft  May^  1813. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Spanirii  government  to  request  that  I 

should  state  whether  I  have  any  objecttoo  .to  the ,  — ,  being 

appointed  to  command  in  chief  the  army  of  reserve  in  Galicia.  If  I 
were  to  answer  this  letter  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Spaniah  army,  I 

fhould  say  that -^—  is  incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the 

situation ;  and  that,  moreover,  I  have  learned  that  his  reputation  in  Gar 
licia  in  particular  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  he  having  served  in  that  province 
under  the  Marques  de  la  Romana.     He  was  ,  and  he  is  suspected 

of  having  taken  bribes.  There  is  this  besides  to  be  said,  that  Gen.  Lacy 
is  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  that  army,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  ai^ 

reason  why  he  should  be  displaced.     But — —  is  in  some  manner 

connected  with  — ,  and,  as  you  rely  a  good  deal  upon  him,  I  don't  like 
to  give  this  answer :  I  wish,  tiierefore,  that,  if  you  can  do  it,  you  wQuld 

speak  to ,  and  tell  him  that,  as —  is  unwell,  ai^  cannot  go 

to  his  station,  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  this  application  were  with- 
drawn.   The  arrangement  certainly  will  not  answer. 

It  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  3000  setB  of  horse  appointments  have 
not  yet  arrived  at  Cadiz;  As  far  back  as  the  9th  March  they  were  re* 
ported  in  readiness  to  sail  from  Lisbon,  and,  I  conclude,  sailed  with  the 
first  convoy.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  inquire 
about  them. 

TV  A.O.  to  JJmt,  Ckn.  the  Earl  of  Daffumne,  7tk  4mtum,  l«t  May,  1813. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  27tii  ult.,  conv^ring  the  ooedical  opinion  of  Dr. 
Woolricb,  and  your  Lordship's  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  that  opinion,  re- 
garding the  evil  consequences  to  be  apprehended  to  the  health  of  the  troops  com- 
posing the  7th  division,  in  consequence  of  their  being  deprived  of  the  use  of  their 
peatooats,  I  have  been  directea  by  the  Commander  ctf  the  Forces  to  inform  you 


it;  and  the  Commander  of  Sie  Foroes  has  had  the  satisfaction  to  leamthat  Dr. 
M^Grigor  coincides  with  him  in  opinion,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  that  the 
apprehensions  entertained  by  your  Lordship  and  Dr.  Woolrich  will  be  realised. 
Ills  Excellency  has  directed  me  to  point  out  to  your  Lordship's  notice  that  the 
soldiers,  whilst  in  exercise  doring  the  day,  seldom  wear  their  greatcoats,  which  are 
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worn  by  them  only  «t  night,  together  with  the  bkiiket ;  but  as  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  has  catoeed  mo  army  to  be  provided  with  tents,  as  far  as  it  has  been 
found  (yracticable  to  do  so,  the  necessity  of  the  greatcoat,  for  night  use,  is  super- 
seded. For  a  considerable  time  past  it  has  been  recommended  by  Commanding 
officers  of  regiments,  and  tbe  Meaical  officers  of  the  army,  to  ea^e  the  soldier  of  a 
part  of  the  weight  which  he  has  to  canpr ;  and  all  the  officers  with  whom  his 
Excellency  has  conversed  upon  the  subject,  have  expressed  an  opinion  ^which 
opinion  is  confirmed  by  hb  Excellency's  own  experience  of  5  years'  service  m  the 
I^insula)  that  the  least  objectionable  mode  of  accomplishing  fiiis  object  is,  to  take 
fitmi  the  soldier  his  greatcoat  whilst  actiTdy  employed  in  the  field,  and  this  has 
been  done  during  the  late  campaign  in  the  Peninsula,  although  the  army  have  been 
hitherto  without  tents  to  cover  them. 

TKt  A.O.  to  JJeui.  CoL  Hardinge,  D.QM,G^  Portrnprnm  army.  lit  May,  1813. 

In  compliance  ¥nth  the  desire  of  Marshal  Sir  W.  Bereefbrd,  I  hare  had  the 
honor  of  laying  before  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult,  and 
the  enclosed  papers  re«utling  the  issue  of  rations  to  certain  corps  of  Portuguese 
troops  serving  with  the  British  army ;  and  I  have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency 
to  signify  to  you  in  answer,  for  the  information  of  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  that 
the  proportion  of  spirits  directed  to  be  issued  to  the  Portuguen  troops,  under  the 
G.  6.  of  the  19th  March,  1811,  appearing  to  exceed  what  is  allowed  by  the  Por- 
tuguese government,  his  Excellency  supposes  that  the  proportion  of  one-third  of  a 
pint  of  spirits,  instead  of  one-sixth  of  a  pmt,  must  have  been  inserted  in  the  G.  O. 
by  mistake,  which  can  easily  be  rectified  by  directing  the  officers  of  the  Portu- 
guese Commissariat  to  reguhte  their  demands  upon  the  British  Commissariat  ai&- 
cordingly.    The  enclosures  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult  are  herewith  returned* 

To  Capt.  Foley,  R.N.  Freueda,  2d  May,  1813. 

Haying  directed  the  General  officer  commanding  in  Catalonia  to  pre- 
pare for  embarkation  from  2000  to  2500  recruits,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you  if,  afler  having  disembarked  the  regiments  of  Pontevedra  and  El 
Principe^  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  take  on  board  the  transports  which 
shall  have  conveyed  those  corps  the  recruits  which  the  General  may  have 
ready  to  send,  to  the  number  above  mentioned,  and  if  you  will  convoy 
the  vessels  to  Cadiz,  where  I  request  the  troops  may  be  landed  and  deli- 
vered to  the  dep6t  at  the  Isla.  Afler  having  executed  this  service,  I  beg 
you  will  return  to  Lisbon  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  orders  <^ 
Vice  Adm.  Martin. 

To  Hi«  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  2d  liay,  1819. 

Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  Jan.,  in  which  I  reported  to  you  an 
outrage  committed  by  a  detachment  of  the  28th  regt  at  Zibreira,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  and  its  enclosure  from  the 
A.  A.  G.  of  the  2d  division,  stating  that  the  child  who  was  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  in  the  affray  is  in  perfect  health,  and  requesting,  by 
desire  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  that  the  offenders  may  be  pardoned  in 
consideration  of  their  long  confinement. 

I  beg  you  to  submit  this  proposition  to  the  consideration  of  the  Portu- 
guese government ;  and  I  hope  I  may  be  favored  with  their  decision  upon 
it  at  an  early  period. 

T%e  AM,  to  S,  Hunttr,  Etq^  Dtp,  Paymatttr  Qtneral.  2d  May,  1813. 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  ^ou  will 
cause  the  sum  of  697  dollars,  2f  vintenu^  to  be  paid  to  the  bearer  of  this  letter, 
being  the  amount  of  sums  deducted  from  the  estunates  of  the  several  corps  com* 
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posing  the  6th  and  6th  divisions  of  infantry,  on  account  of  damage  done  to  the  pro* 
pertv  of  certun  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  in  the  month 
of  November  last. 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  C  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  Sd  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter,  No.  2,  of  the  28th  April,  in  which  you 
have  enclosed  some  papers  transmitted  by  Lord  Qastlereagh,  including  a 
letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  regard  to  the  purchases  of  com  made 
by  your  authority  in  concert  with  me  in  Brazil,  America,  and  Egypt 

When  I  see  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
complaint  originates  with  the  jobbing  British  merchants  at  Lisbon  ;  and 
although  I  am  delighted  to  see  the  government  turn  their  attention  to 
these  subjects,  as  it  will  eventually  save  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  I 
am  quite  convinced,  that  if  we  had  not  adopted,  nearly  three  years  ago^ 
the  system  of  measures  now  disapproved  of,  not  only  would  Lisbon  and 
the  army,  and  thb  part  of  the  Peninsula  have  been  starved,  but  if  we 
had,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissary  in  Chief  and  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  carried  on  transactions  of  a  similar 
nature  through  the  sharks  at  Lisbon  (above  referred  to),  calling  them- 
selves British  merchants,  the  expense  of  the  army,  crippled  as  its  opera- 
tions would  have  been,  and  depending  upon  those  who,  1  verily  believe, 
are  the  worst  subjects  His  Majesty  has,  and  enormous  as  that  expense  b, 
would  have  been  very  much  increased. 

I  wish  that  you  would  just  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the 
transactions  of  this  kind  which  the  British  merchants  have  carried  on  for 

us;  to  Mr. 's  transactions  in  1809;  to  the  recent  conduct  of  the 

merchants  at  Lisbon  in  regard  to  the  biscuit  contract,  respecting  which 
I  suppose  I  shall  soon  hear  of  a  complaint,  that  I  have  made  the  Com- 
missariat value  their  own  biscuit ;  respecting  the  purchase  of  meat  for 
the  army,  &c.  &c. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  see  that  the  service  is  well  carried 
on ;  and  next,  to  see  that  it  is  carried  on  at  as  cheap  a  rate  to  the  public 
as  is  possible ;  and  having  a  large  establishment  of  commissioned  officers 
capable  of  superintending  and  of  carrying  into  execution  transactions  of 
this  description,  I  conceive  that  I  perform  my  duty  by  the  public  in  em- 
ploying them  in  this  manner,  rather  than  in  contracting  for  services  with 
merchants,  whose  object  is  their  own  advantage,  at  what  cost  of  money 
or  inconvenience  to  the  public  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  subject  under  consideration,  it  is  obvious  to 
me  that  the  authorities  in  England  have  taken  a  very  confined  view  of  the 
question.  When  Lord  Liverpool  wrote  to  me  in  the  winter  of  1811,  to 
inform  me  that  I  could  expect  no  supplies  of  grain  or  flour  from  the 
British  Islands,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  England,  I 
ordered  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  take  care  to  keep  in  his  stores  a  supply 
to  answer  the  demands  upon  him  for  6  months ;  and  the  danger  that  the 
communication  with  America  might  be  stopped,  which  I  believe  it  now  is, 
has  induced  me  to  take  care  that  the  stores  should  have  more  than  less  of 
thid  necessary  article. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  extraordinary,  that  when  Lord  Castlereagh  read 
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the  statement  that  the  Commiseary  Gen.  had  in  his  stores  a  supply  of  com 
and  flour  to  last  100,000  men  for  9  months,  he  should  not  have  adverted 
to  the  fact  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Portuguese  subsidy,  indeed,  all  In 
the  last  year,  but  £600,000,  was  paid  in  kind,  and  principally  in  com ; 
and  that  he  should  not  have  seen  that  a  supply  for  100,000  men  for  9 
months  was  not  exorbitant  under  the  circumstances. 

Then  the  government  appears  to  me  to  have  forgotten  all  that  has 
passed  on  the  particular  subject  of  your  purchases,  the  advantages  derived 
from  them  in  saving  a  starving  people  during  the  scarcity  in  1810-11 ; 
in  bringing  large  sums  of  money  into  the  military  chest  which  otherwise 
would  not  have  found  their  way  there ;  and  in  positive  profit  in  tnoney^ 
I  believe,  in  every  one  of  these  transactions. 

The  first  of  them  took  place  in  the  end  of  the  year  1810,  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  probability  of  the  continued  blockade  of  Lisbon,  and  the 
neglect  of  the  government  to  have  the  pi'oduce  of  the  country  brought 
down  in  time,  you  and  I  agreed  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  endeavor  to 
make  purchases  of  com  in  America  for  hilU  iqxm  England.  The  mea- 
sure was  carried  into  execution  with  great  success :  the  produce  of  the 
sale  of  the  com,  when  the  Comq^issary  Gen.  did  not  take  it  himself,  was 
thrown  into  the  military  chest ;  and,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  there  was 
a  profit  on  the  transaction  to  the  amount  of  15,000  or  16,000  dollars* 
However^  you  must  have  these  papers,  and  I  recommend  you  to  remind 
government  of  the  facts. 

In  respect  to  the  purchases  in  Brazil  and  in  Egypt^  they  were  founded : 
lst;*Upon  the  necessity  of  taking  some  measures  to  keep  the  stores  sup- 
plied with  com  in  the  event  then  expected  (in  March,  1812)  of  the 
stoppage  of  the  intercourse  with  America :  and  2dly ;  Upon  a  knowledge 
of  the  prices  in  Egypt  and  Brazil,  and  a  decided  conviction  that  the  trans- 
action would  be  profitable  to  government,  upon  a  comparison  with  the 
actual  and  probable  prices  at  Lisbon,  and  would  bring  money  into  the 
military  chest  which  would  not  otherwise  find  its  way  there ;  as  the  com 
in  Brazil  was  to  be  bought  with  the  produce  of  bills  to  be  negotiated  in 
Brazil.  Of  this  last  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  purchase  of  the 
com  in  Egypt,  I  was  never  quite  so  certain,  notwithstanding  that  the 
agent  assured  us  that  the  money  employed  in  this  purchase  could  not  in 
any  manner  find  its  way  into  the  military  chest. 

If  all  this  be  tme,  which,  I  believe,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  prove, 
I  cannot  understand  why  govemment  find  fault  with  these  transactions, 
unless  it  is  that  they  are  teased  into  a  disapprobation  of  them  by  the  mer- 
chants who  are  interested  in  their  being  discontinued.  I  admit  that  your 
time  and  mine  would  be  much  better  employed  than  in  speculating  in 
com,  &c.  But  when  it  is  necessary  to  carry  on  an  extensive  system  of 
war  with  one  sixth  of  the  n^oney  in  specie  which  would  be  necessary  to 
carry  it  on,  we  must  consider  questions  and  adopt  measures  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  we  ought  to  have  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  govemment 
in  adopting  them. 

It  is  only  the  other  day  that  I  recommended  to  my  brother  something 
of  the  same  kind  to  assist  in  paying  the  Spanish  subsidy ;  and  I  have 
adopted  measures  respecting  corn  and  other  articles  in  Galicia,  with  a 
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view  to  get  a  little  money  for  the  armj  ia  that  quarter.  If  these  mea^ 
sures  were  not  adopted,  not  only  would  it  be  kapoBsible  to  perform  the 
King's  engagements,  but  even  to  support  our  own  army. 

The  only  ground  of  complaint  ^at  I  see  in  these  papers  is,  that  diffsrent 
British  agents  are  bidding  against  eaeh  other  in  the  same  market;  and 
that  ground  of  complaint  is  more  apparent  than  real.  If  in  the  transactions 
carried  on  under  your  directions  you  have  inquired  beforehand,  and  have 
taken  care  that  government  should  be  a  gainer,  it  is  scarcely  matter  of 
blame  that  the  transaction  has  not  been  so  profitable  as  it  would  have 
been  if  one  agent  had  been  employed  instead  of  another.  It  is,  besides, 
a  fact,  that  we  had  not  the  power  of  employing  Mr.  Burgman  in  the 
purchase  in  Egypt,  to  which  this  complaint  particularly  applies ;  and  that 
person  was  employed  who  most  honestly  and  successfully  had  carried  oa 
similar  transactions  for  you  before. 

These  transactions,  however,  must  be  discontinued  in  future,  according 
to  the  orders  of  government;  and  I  only  hope  that  they  will  take  care  to 
keep  the  stores  supplied  with  com,  and  the  military  chest  with  money, 
as  well  as  both  objects  have  been  accomplished  hitherto,  at  an  equally 
cheap  rate  to  the  public.  • 

To  Hif  ExceDency  Sir  C.  Siuart,  K.a  TrmedsL,  3d  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  April,  in  which  you  have  en- 
closed a  correspondence  which  you  have  had  with  Dom  M.  Forjaz  in 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  British  colonial  rum  by  the  Commissariat  for 
the  use  of  the  army. 

There  is  nothing  more  clear  to  me  than  that  it  is  most  for  the  advant- 
age of  all  the  allies,  whether  it  be  the  consumption  of  Portuguese  wine, 
Portuguese  brandy,  or  British  colonial  rum,  to  procure  that  which  takes 
least  money  out  of  the  military  chest  of  the  army,  and  requires  least  of 
land  transport  to  convey  it  to  the  troops ;  and  I  invariably  decide  every 
question  of  this  description  as  I  shall  this,  by  a  reference  to  these 
principles. 

When  we  purchase  wine  or  Portuguese  brandy  in  this  country,  we  are 
obliged  to  pay  for  it  an  enormous  price,  all  in  specie.  When  we  pur- 
chase colonial  rum  or  foreign  brandy,  we  pay  for  it  by  bills  drawn  upon 
England ;  and  I  believe  that  we  are  enabled  to  deliver  the  ration  to  the 
soldier  at  one  third  of  the  price  at  which  we  could  procure  wine  or  Por- 
tuguese brandy,  besides  the  convenience  of  paying  for  it  by  a  bill  upon 
England;  and  we  give  him  a  wholesome,  instead  of  an  unwholesome 
spirit  But  this  is  not  all :  a  British  or  Portuguese  soldier's  ration  of 
wine  is  one  pint ;  that  of  a  British  soldier  in  rum  is  one  third  of  a  pint ; 
that  of  a  Portuguese  soldier  is  one  sixth  of  a  pint.  Supposing,  then,  that 
we  are  obliged  to  draw  the  wine  from  a  distance,  which  we  are,  generally 
speaking,  from  the  Douro,  it  may  fairly  be  stated  that  the  issue  of  spirits 
to  the  troops  is  made  at  the  expense  of  one  fourth  of  the  land  carriage 
required  for  the  iisue  of  wine. 

I  don't  mean  to  say  that  in  many  instances  it  is  not  advantageous  to  use 
wine,  because  the  expense  of  transport  of  rum,  to  be  defrayed  in  money, 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.     But  the  fact  is,  that  whenever  wine 
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can  be  procured  without  any  extraordinary  difficulty  of  transport,  at  a 
tolerably  cheap  rate,  it  is  preferred.  But  for  the  general  use  of  the  army, 
for  the  reasons  above  stated,  rum  is  preferred.  • 

I  believe  that  Dom  M.  Forjaa  will  not  differ  in  opinion  with  me  on 
the  soundness  of  the  principle  which  guides  my  opinion;  and  if  he  does 
not,  I  fancy  there  can  no  longer  be  a  question  on  the  subject 

I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  we  are  essentially  interested  in  the 
prosperity  and  in  the  increase  of  the  revenues  of  Portugal;  but  that  in- 
terest ought  and  must  give  way  to  the  pressing  motive  for  keeping  the 
military  chest  supplied  with  money. 

TU  A.O,  tQ  Mqfor  MacdmuM,  LiAom.  dd  Hay,  1813. 

I  have  not  fiuled  to  lay  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your  letter  of  the 
29th  lilt,  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  observe,  in  reference  to  its  contents, 
that  be  has  found  it  necessary  to  establish  a  rule  by  which  Staff  officers  who  may 
be  absent  from  the  Peninsula,  beyond  a  certain  period,  are  discontinued  on  the  Stm 
of  this  army  (those  excepted  who  return  to  England  on  account  of  wounds^,  and 
others  are  appointed  in  tneir  room ;  and  that  it  would  be  extremely  hara  upon 
officers,  so  appointed,  to  be  displaced  on  the  return  of  those  whose  dutv  they  had 
fulfilled  during  their  absence.  Those  officers,  therefore,  who,  having  been  absent 
beyond  a  certain  period,  have  been  struck  off  the  establishment  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s 
de{»artment,  must^oin  their  r^^ents  on  their  return  to  the  army,  and  must  take 
their  chance  of  being  re-appomted  as  vacancies  happen  to  occur.  At  the  present 
moment  the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the  a4j.  Gren.'s  department  is  verv 
considerable.  An  Assist.  Adj.  Gen.  is  attached  to,  and  is  present  with  each  divi- 
aon  of  the  arm v,  and  there  are  besides  three  assistants  unattached.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  directed  me  to  repeat  to  you  the 
expression  of  his  regret  at  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  reappoint  you  to  a  situar 
tion  in  the  Adj.  Gren.'s  department 

To  Col.  Fiiher,  R.A.  Fieneda,  4th  May,  1S13. 

264  horses  in  the  draft  are  required  to  draw  44  carriages  in  the  pontooa 
train,  which  it  is  neoessaiy  should  be  drawn  by  horses  after  its  arrival  at 
Sabugal. 

In  order  to  procure  these  horses,  it  is  necessary  that  those  now  employed 
in  the  draft  of  Capt.  Cairns'  brigade  of  9  pounders  now  at  Penamacor, 
and  those  employed  in  the  draft  of  carriages  in  the  reserve  of  the  artillery 
now  at  Covilhao,  should  be  at  Sabugal  on  the  day  the  pontoon  train  will 
arrive  there.  You  will  give  directions  accordingly  to  Capt  Cairns  and 
Lieut  CoL  Dickson. 

The  bullocks  now  employed  in  drawing  the  pontoon  train  will,  till 
further  orders,  be  employed  in  drawing  the  spare  carriages  and  reserve 
ammunition  carriages  in  the  reserve  of  the  artillery ;  and  you  will  give 
orders  to  Lieut.  Col.  Dickson  to  have  as  many  carriages  prepared  for 
bullock  draft,  still,  however,  carrying  with  them  such  shafts  as  may  be 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  taking  264  horses  from  the  artillery  depart* 
ment  for  the  service  of  the  pontoon  train.  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give 
directions  that  the  Commissariat  attached  to  these  horses,  &c.,  while  with 
Capt  Cairns'  brigade  and  reserve  artillery,  may  attend  them  when  trans- 
ferred to  the  pontoon  train. 

The  carriages  belonging  to  the  reserve  of  the  artillery,  to  which  the 
horses  have  hitherto  been  attached,  must  be  brought  to  Sabugal  by  the 
horses,  and  there  parked  with  the  guns  and  carriages  of  Capt  Cairns' 
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brigade.  When  the  horses  now  on  their  road  from  Lisbon  shall  arrive, 
Capt.  Cairns'  brigade  must  be  horsed,  then  the  18  pounder  brigade,  then 
*  the  ball  cartridge  carts ;  and  lastly,  the  reserves  of  gun  ammunition ;  and 
those  of  the  last,  which  cannot  be  horsed*  must  be  drawn  bj  the  bullocks 
of  the  pontoon  train. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Fieneda,  4tfa  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  28th,  and  that  from  La 
Vega,  to  which  you  refer.  His  letter  upon  the  state  of  parties  at  Cadiz 
is  a  very  able  and  correct  representation.  He  has  altered  the  paragraph 
to  which  you  refer  respecting  the  Liberates.  He  charges  them,  and  I 
think  justly,  with  democratical  French  principles ;  but  he  does  not  say 
that  they  look  to  the  establishment  in  Spain  of  a  Republic. 

is  a  weak,  foolish  creature,  who  did  not  know  what  he  was  about, 

or  the  mischief  he  was  doing.     I  am  astonished  that should  be  so 

anxious  about  him ;  but  I  conclude  that  this  anxiety  has  some  relation  to 
the  sick  lady ;  and  one  can  only  lament  that  he  should  be  another  instance 
of  the  influence  possessed  by  women  over  the  most  sensible  men. 

I  have  not  seen  in  the  papers  any  trace  of  the  intention  of  the  Cortes  to 
fix  upon  Seville  as  the  place  of  assembly  for  the  new  Cortes,  excepting 
an  argument  in  the  Abeja  against  such  an  arrangement,  although  I  have 
the  papers  to  the  27th.  But  you  must  be  accurately  informed  upon  this 
subject,  and  you  mention  it  in  your  letter  of  the  25th. 

I  consider  that  this  decision  renders  it  certain  that  the  existing  Cortes 
will  separate  at  the  period  fixed  for  their  separation ;  at  least,  that  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  new  Cortes  to  force  them  to  separate  by  assembling 
themselves  at  Seville.  It  is  also  as  good  a  mode  as  could  be  devised  of 
getting  the  government  and  Cortes  out  of  Cadiz. 

If  the  decree  has  passed,  I  recommend  to  you  to  hold  a  language,  and 
to  adopt  a  conduct,  as  if  you  considered  the  arrangement  quite  settled. 
You  should  take  a  house  at  Seville,  and  make  all  the  arrangements  for 
your  removal  thither  at  the  proper  time.  I  will  take  an  opportunity  of 
recommending  to  the  government  to  remove  from  Cadiz. 

I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  there  may  be  a  Town  Cortes  and  Country 
Cortefs,  particularly  now  that  Seville  has  been  appointed  as  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  new  Cortes.  The  line  which  I  shall  take,  in  case  of  such 
an  event,  is  not  at  all  difficult.  My  business  is  to  oppose  the  French ; 
and  there  can  be  very  little  occasion  for  my  taking  a  line  to  decide  which 
of  the  two  is  the  rightful  assembly,  during  the  short  period  that  such  a 
state  of  things  could  possibly  exist  Your  line  of  conduct  may  be  more 
difficult,  because  both  parties  will  press  for  your  acknowledging  their 
authority,  as  the  best  support  that  it  could  acquire.  But  a  diplomatic 
person  has  always  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  ask  for  time  to  receive 
instructions  from  his  employers ;  and  while  waiting  for  these,  or  pretend- 
ing to  wait  for  them^  circumstances  may  occur  to  enable  you  to  decide 
positively  to  which  authority  it  would  be  expedient  to  give  your  coun- 
tenance. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  entertain  a  very  bad  opinion  of  the  existing 
Cortes ;  and  I  believe  that  the  assembly  lately  elected  will  be  a  more  true 
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representative  of  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Spain ;  and 
I  should  now  be  inclined  to  decide  for  the  Cortes  of  Seville.  But  cir- 
cumstances may  occur  to  render  such  a  decision  unadvisable  when  it  will 
have  to  be  made. 

In  case  the  event  under  consideration  should  occur,  I  believe  your  func- 
tions should  be  suspended  until  you  should  decide,  unless  in  the  very 
common  cases.  But  even  this  may  be  matter  of  doubt,  as  to  suspend  the 
exercise  of  your  functions  towards  the  government  and  Cortes  of  Cadiz, 
to  which  you  are  accredited,  would  be,  in  some  degree,  a  decision  in  favor 
of  the  right  of  that  of  Seville. 

We  are  a  little  delayed  by  the  movements  of  our  bridge,  but  I  expect 
to  march  in  2  or  3  days. 

P.S.  I  have  no  account  of  affairs  in  Valencia,  excepting  similar  ac- 
counts to  those  you  sent  me,  viz.,  Alicante  papers  of  Uie  15th.  It  was 
reported  at  Madrid  that  Valencia  was  evacuated  on  the  21st 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received,  and  sent  to  the  minister,  a 
report  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  2d  army,  of  the  transactions 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alicante,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  success 
in  the  action  of  the  13th  was  not  so  important  as  from  Sir  J.  Murray's 
letter,  published  in  the  Alicante  Gazette^  I  had  been  induced  to  believe 
it.  Sir  J.  Murray  was,  however,  still  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
16th.     You  will  see  the  letter. 

O'Donoju  tells  me  that  the  new  Cortes  are  to  be  formed  of  the  Extra- 
ardtnario9j  (excepting  80  members,  who  are  to  go  out,)  and  of  the  newly 
elected.  How  is  this  ?  If  it  be  true,  the  appointment  of  Seville  as  the 
place  of  meeting  is  a  manoeuvre  to  keep  the  new  members  and  the  coun- 
try quiet,  and  to  retain  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  JSxtraareUnarios, 
If  the  new  Cortes  are  firm,  determined  fellows,  however,  there  may  still 
be  two  Cortes ;  and  the  line  to  be  taken  would  be  still  the  same. 

In  sending  the  flour  to  Catalonia,  desire  the  person  who  goes  in  charge 
of  it  to  be  sure  of  his  communication  with  the  army  before  he  lands  it ; 
and  not  to  land  it  till  Gen.  Copons  shall  have  means  of  carrying  it  off: 
otherwise  the  French  will  get  it  all. 

7K«  J,G.  to  Lieut,  CoL  Rowan,  Jui,G,,  light  dhision.  4th  May,  1813. 

A  question  was  put  to  me  some  days  ago  by  Major  Stewart,  who  desired  to  he 
informed,  before  whom  should  be  attested  the  soldiers  of  the  Light  division, 
whose  term  of  service  has  expired,  and  who  are  about  to  enter  into  a  fresh  engage- 
ment. I  have  referred  this  question  to  Mr.  Larpent,  the  Dep.  Judge  Advocate 
Gen.,  and  I  am  informed  by  him  that  he  is  not  clear  whether  these  men  should  be 
attested  at  all ;  but  if  it  should  appear,  upon  reference  to  the  act  of  parliament  (of 
which  no  person  at  head  quarters  is  in  po^ession  of  a  copy),  that  they  are  to  be 
attested,  tnis  should  be  done  either  before  him,  or  some  person  appointed  to  act 
as  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  Gren.  in  his  absence. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Freneda,  5th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th,  regarding  the  Provisional  bat- 
talion in  the  2d  division  of  infantry.  I  wrote  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
regarding  it,  as  I  told  you  I  would :  but  His  Royal  Highness  did  not 
approve  of  the  reform  which  I  proposed ;  and,  therefore,  I  have  taken  no 
further  steps  on  the  subject. 

VOL.  VI.  2   H 
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To  J.  C.  Herries,  Eiq^  Commiisary  in  Chief.  Freneda,  5th  May,  1818. 

I  beg  to  refer  to  your  consideration  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of 
Inquiry,  held  at  Cadiz,  to  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss 
of  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  stolen  by  a  Commissariat  clerk,  acting 
under  Assist  Commissary  Gen.  Wilgress ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  trans* 
mit  the  opinion  of  Major  Gen.  Cooke  and  Sir  R.  Kennedy  of  that  officer's 
conduct  in  this  transaction.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  favor  me 
with  your  directions  whether  the  sum  lost  is  to  be  repaid  to  the  public  by 
Mr.  Wilgress. 

To  the  Miniiter  at  War,  Cadis.  Freneda,  5th  May,  1813. 

I  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  government,  reports  of  the  trans* 
actions  which  have  recently  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alicante, 
which  have  been  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  2d  army  by 
the  Chief  of  the  Staff  at  head  quarters,  which,  however,  I  beg  may  not 
be  published,  as  I  am  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  official  reports. 

I  bog  you  will  inform  the  government,  however,  that  I  shall  consider 
it  my  duty  to  order  that  a  very  strict  inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  regiment  of  Velez  Malaga  at  Villena ;  and  that  those  may  be 
brought  to  punishment  who  may  be  proved  to  have  behaved  in  so  scan- 
dalous a  manner  as  is  reported. 

To  Col.  Torretis,  Military  Secretary.  Freneda,  5th  May,  1813. 

In  transmitting,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  enclosed 

letter  from  Capt ,  of  the  —  regt.  (Commandant  of  the  dep6t  at  . 

Belem),  1  beg  to  state  for  His  Royal  Highness'  information,  that  I  per- 
fectly recollect  having  had  a  conversation  with  Capt in  January 

last,  in  which  I  informed  him  that  I  had  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  his 
services,  and  should  have  great  pleasure  in  recommending  him  for  pro- 
motion when  an  opportunity  offered ;  but  he  is  mistaken  in  the  supposition 
that  I  then  promised  to  recommend  him  for  brevet  promotion,  as  I  have 
ever  (except  in  two  or  three  cases  of  particular  hardship)  gone  on  the 
principle  of  not  recommending  officers  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  for 
advancement  by  brevet,  unless  it  were  after  an  action  in  which  the  officers 
recommended  have  distinguished  themselves;  from  a  knowledge  that 
His  Royal  Highness  conferred  that  promotion  on  those  occasions  only. 

Capt. is  a  most  deserving  officer,  and  has  performed  the  duties  of 

the  situation  which  he  holds  at  Lisbon  much  to  my  satisfaction ;  but  he 
has,  unfortunately  for  him,  been  out  of  the  way  of  deriving  the  advantage 
which  officers  who  have  continued  with  their  corps  in  the  field  have  en- 
joyed, during  the  service  in  the  Peninsula. 

I  think  it  right  to  bring  these  circumstances  under  the  view  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  in  order  that  His  Royal  Highness  may  be  induced 

to  permit  Capt to  purchase  one  of  the  vacant  majorities  in  the  — 

regt.,  if  that  officer  should  be  desirous  of  doing  so,  when  he  is  informed 
thai  he  has  not  been  recommended  for  brevet  promotion. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  5th  May,  1 813. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  28th  April,  I  have  received 
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reports  to  which,  though  not  official,  I  giye  credit,  that  Marshal  Suchet 
attacked  the  left  of  the  position  occupied  hy  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian 
troops  under  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  and  hj  the  2d  Spanish  armj  under 
Gen.  Elio,  on  the  11th  April,  and  at  first  gained  some  success  at  Yecla 
and  Villena  against  the  division  of  Brigadier  Migares,  helonging  to  the 
2d  Spanish  armj.  It  appears,  however,  that  Sir  J.  Murraj  collected  his 
corps  at  Castalla  in  the  course  of  the  12th,  covering  that  operation  hj  an 
advanced  guard,  placed  at  Biar,  which  fell  hack  upon  the  main  hodj ;  and 
that  Gen.  Elio  covered  with  the  2d  army  the  left  of  the  allied  British  and 
Sicilian  corps  in  the  new  position ;  Gen.  Whittingham's  and  Gen.  Roche's 
Spanish  divisions  being  on  the  right 

It  appears  that  on  the  13th,  Marshal  Suchet  advanced  upon  Castalla, 
and  made  an  attack  upon  the  left  of  the  position  occupied  hj  the  allied 
British  and  Sicilian  corps,  which  was  repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 
The  enemy  then  retired,  and  I  understand  that,  as  late  as  the  16th,  Sir  J. 
Murray  was  in  pursuit  of  them,  which  is,  I  conclude,  the  reason  that  I 
have  hitherto  received  no  official  account  of  these  transactions. 

The  enemy  have  made  no  movement  of  importance  on  this  side.  They 
sent  a  small  detachment  into  Toledo  on  the  28th  April ;  but  there  is  no 
appearance  of  any  movement  in  that  direction.  The  heavy  rain  which 
has  fallen  has  necessarily  delayed  the  arrival  of  some  of  the  equipments 
of  the  army,  and  has  obliged  me  to  defer  its  movement ;  but  Uie  troops 
will  march  immediately. 

To  Karl  Bathunt  Freneda,  5th  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  an  account  which  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Spanish  army 
has  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  2d  army,  of  the  transac- 
tions in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alicante  of  the  11th,  12th,  and  13th  April, 
of  which  I  have  not  yet  received  any  other  details,*  and  I  beg  that  these 

*  Lieat  Geo.  Sir  J.  Bfonay,  Bart,  to  Oen.  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.O. 

Gaftalla,  14di  April,  1813. 

I  have  the  tatisfaction  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  allied  army  under  my  com- 
mand defeated  the  enemy  on  the  13th  inst,  commanded  by  Marshal  Suchet  in  person. 

It  appears  that  the  French  General  had,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  this  army,  for  some 
time  b«en  employed  in  collecting  his  whole  disposable  force.   His  arrangements  were  com- 

{»leted  OD  the  10th,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  he  attacked  and  dislodged  with  some 
OSS  a  Spanish  corps,  posted  by  Gen.  Elio  at  Vecla,  which  threatened  his  right,  whilst  it 
supported  our  left  dank.  In  the  evening  he  advanced  in  considerable  force  to  Villena, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  captured,  on  the  moming  of  tiie  12th,  a  Spanish  garrison, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  castle  by  the  Spanish  General,  for  its  defence. 

On  the  12th,  about  noon,  Marshal  Suchet  began  his  attack  on  the  advance  of  this  army 
posted  at  Biar,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Adam.  Col.  Adam^s  orders  were  to  fall  bacK 
upon  CastaUa,  but  to  disnute  the  passage  witii  the  enemy ;  which  he  did  with  the  utmost 
gallantry  and  skill  for  5  hours,  though  attacked  by  a  force  infinitely  superior  to  that  which 
he  commanded.  The  enemy's  advance  occupied,  the  pass  that  evenings  and  Col.  Adam 
took  up  the  ground  in  our  position  which  haci  been  allotted  to  him. 

On  the  13th,  at  noon,  the  enemy*s  columns  of  attack  were  formed,  composed  of  3  divisions 
of  infantry,  a  corps  of  cavalry  of  about  1600  men,  and  a  formidable  tram  of  artillery.  The 
position  of  the  alhed  armywas  extensive.  The  left  was  posted  on  a  strong  range  of  hills, 
occupied  by  Major  Gen.  Whittingham's  division  of  Spanish  troops,  and  the  advance  of  the 
allied  army  under  Col.  Adam.  This  range  of  hills  terminates  at  Castalla,  which,  and  the 
ground  to  the  right,  was  occupied  by  Major  Gen.  Mackenxie*s  division,  and  the  58th  regt 
from  that  of  Lieut  Gen.  Clinton. 

The  remainder  of  the  position  was  covered  by  a  strong  ravine,  behind  which  Lieut  Gen. 
Clinton  was  stationed,  supported  by  3  battalions  of  Gen.  Roche's  division,  as  a  column  of 
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may  not  be  made  public.  I  don't  think  the  success  appears  so  decided  as 
it  did  upon  the  perusal  of  the  Alicante  Gazettes  of  the  ISth,  which  1  sent 
you  on  the  30th.  And  as  it  appears  that  Suchet  took  his  position  in  the 
Puerto  de  Biar  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  not  more  than  2  miles  from 
the  scene  of  action,  I  cannot  conceive  what  could  have  induced  Sir  J. 
Murray  to  follow  his  march  afterwards,  not  having  felt  himself  sufficiently 
strong  to  attack  him  before. 

reterre.  A  few  batteriss  had  been  coiutructeti  in  this  port  of  the  line,  and  in  front  of  the 
castle  of  Caatalla.  The  enemy  necessarily  advanced  on  the  left  of  the  {xMition.  The  first 
movement  he  made  was  to  pass  a  strong;  body  of  cavalry  along  the  line,  threatening  our 
right,  which  was  refused.  Of  this  movement  no  notice  was  taken.  The  ground  to  which 
be  was  pointing  is  unfavorable  to  cavalry,  and  as  this  movement  was  foreseen,  the  nece»> 
sary  precautions  had  been  taken.  When  (his  body  of  cavalry  had  passed  nearly  tlie  half 
of  our  line  of  infantry.  Marshal  Suchet  advanced  his  cohimns  to  the  foot  of  tlie  hills,  and 
certainly  his  troops,  with  a  degree  of  gallantry  that  entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise, 
stormed  the  whole  line,  which  is  not  less  than  2^  miles  in  extent.  But  gallantly  as  the 
attack  was  made,  the  defence  of  the  heights  was  no  less  brilliant :  at  every  point  tlie  enemy 
was  repulsed,  at  many  with  the  bayonet.  He  suffered  a  very  severe  loss ;  our  gallant 
troops  pursued  him  for  some  distance,  and  drove  him,  after  a  severe  struggle,  with  prec^ipita- 
tion  on  his  battalions  of  reserve  upon  the  plain.  The  cavalry,  which  had  slowly  advanced 
along  our  right,  gradually  fell  back  to  the  infantry.  At  present  his  superiority  in  that  arm 
enabled  him  to  venture  this  movement,  which  otherwise  he  should  have  severely  re- 
pented. 

Having  united  his  shattered  battalions  with  those  which  he  kept  in  reserve,  Marshal 
Suchet  took  up  a  position  in  the  valley ;  hut  which  it  would  not  have  been  creditable  to 
allow  him  to  retain.  1  therefore  decided  on  quitting  mine,  still,  however,  retaining  the 
heights,  and  formed  the  aUied  army  in  his  front,  covering  my  right  flank  widi  the  cavalry, 
whilst  the  left  rested  on  the  hills.  The  army  advanced  in  two  lines  to  attack  him  a  con- 
siderable distance,  but  unfortunately  Marshal  Suchet  did  not  choose  to  risk  a  second  action, 
with  the  defile  in  his  rear. 

The  line  of  the  allies  was  scarcely  formed  when  he  began  his  retreat,  and  we  could  effect 
nothing  more  than  driving  the  French  into  the  pass  with  defeat,  which  they  bad  exultingly 
passed  in  the  morning.  The  action  terminated  at  dusk,  with  a  distant  but  heavy  can- 
nonade. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  no  trophies  to  boast  of.  The  enemy  took  no  guns  to  the 
heights,  and  be  retired  too  expeditiously  to  enable  roe  to  reach  him.  Those  which  he  used 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  day  were  posted  in  the  gorge  of  the  defile,  and  it  would  have  cost 
us  the  lives  of  many  brave  men  to  take  them.  In  the  dusk  the  allied  army  returned  to  its 
position  at  Castalla,  after  the  enemy  had  retired  to  Biar.  From  thence  be  continued  his 
retreat  at  midnight  to  Villena,  which  he  quitted  again  this  morning  in  great  haste,  direct- 
ing his  march  upon  Fuente  de  la  Higuera  and  Outeniente.  But  although  I  have  taken  no 
cannon  from  the  enemy,  in  point  of  numbers  his  army  is  very  cousidenU>ly  crippled ;  and 
the  defeat  of  a  French  army,  which  boasted  it  had  never  known  a  check,  cannot  fitil,  I 
should  hope,  hi  producing  a  most  favorable  effect  in  this  part  of  the  Peninsula. 

As  I  before  maitioned  to  your  Lordship,  Marshal  Suchet  commanded  in  person.  The 
Generals  Harispe,  Habert,  and  Robert  commanded  their  respective  divisions.  I  hear  from 
all  quarters  that  Gen.  Harispe  is  killed ;  and  I  believe,  from  every  account  that  I  can  col- 
lect, that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  amounts  fully  to  3000  men ;  and  he  admits  to  2500. 
Upwar<ls  of  800  have  already  been  buried  in  front  of  only  one  part  of  our  line ;  and  we 
know  that  \\t  has  carried  off  with  him  an  immense  number  of  wounded.  We  had  no 
opportunity  of  making  prisoners,  except  such  as  were  wounded ;  the  numbers  of  which 
have  not  yet  reached  me.  I  am  sure  your  Lordship  will  hear  with  much  satisfaction,  that 
this  action  has  not  cost  us  the  lives  of  many  of  our  comrades.  Deeply  must  be  felt  the 
loss^  however  trifling,  of  such  brave  and  gallant  soldiers ;  but  we  know  it  is  inevitable,  and 
I  can  with  truth  afiirm,  thattiiere  was  not  an  officer  or  soldier  engaged  who  did  not  court 
t}>e  glorious  termination  of  an  honorable  life  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  King  and  to 
his  country.  The  gallant  and  judicious  conduct  of  those  that  were  engaged  deprived  much 
more  than  one  half  tlie  army  of^  sharing  in  the  perils  and  glory  of  the  day ;  but  the  steady 
countenance  with  which  tlie  divisions  of  Gens.  Clinton  and  Mackenzie  remained  for  some 
hours  under  a  cannonade,  and  the  eagerness  and  alacrity  with  which  the  lines  of  attack 
uere  formed,  sufliciently  proved  to  me  what  1  bad  to  depend  on  from  them  had  Marshal 
Suchet  awaited  the  attack. 

I  trust  your  Lordship  will  now  permit  me  to  perform  the  moit  pleasing  part  of  my  duty, 
that  of  humbly  submittiiig,  for  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent*s  approbation,  the  names  of  thoae 
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The  rain,  which  has  fallen  plentifully,  and  some  other  trifling  circum- 
stances, have  retarded  our  march  for  two  or  three  days.  But  we  shall 
have  our  bridge,  which  is  what  we  wait  for,  by  the  8th,  when  all  the 
troops  shall  move. 

I  never  saw  the  British  army  so  healthy  or  so  strong.  The  hussars 
and  59th  are  not  on  the  strength  of  the  enclosed  state,  nor  some  of  the 
detachments,  which  either  have  joined,  or  are  very  near  their  regiments. 

officen  and  corps  which  have  had  the  fortunate  opportunity  of  distinguithiug  themtelvei,  in 
as  far  at  least  as  has  yet  come  to  my  knowledge.  Col.  Adam,  who  commands  the  aiivancc^ 
claims  the  first  place  in  this  honorable  list.  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  judicious 
arrangements  he  made,  and  the  ability  with  which  he  executed  his  orders  on  ttie  1 2th  iiist. 
The  advance  consists  only  of  the  2d  batt  27th  regt,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Reeves ; 
the  1st  Italian  regt.,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Burke ;  the  Calabrian  Free  corps,  com- 
manded by  Major  Carey ;  one  rifle  company  of  the  3d  and  8th  batts.  K.  G.  L.,  commanded 
by  Capts.  Luedor  and  Brauns  of  those  corps ;  and  a  troop  of  foreign  hussars,  under  the 
orders  of  Capt  Jacks,  of  the  20th  dragoons,  with  4  mountain  guns,  in  charge  of  Capt. 
Arabin,  Royal  artillery. 

The  enemy  attacked  this  corps  with  from  5000  to  6000  men,  for  5  hours,  and  (then 
only  in  consequence  of  orders)  succeeded  in  possessing  himself  of  the  oass.  This  fact  aloue 
sa^s  more  in  favor  of  Col.  Adam,  and  in  praise  of  those  he  commanas,  than  any  words  of 
mine  can  express.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a«uring  your  Lordship,  tliat  the  con« 
duct  of  all  engaged  in  this  brilliant  aflkir  merits,  -and  has  met  with  my  highest  approbation. 
Col.  Adam  was  wounded  very  early  in  the  attack,  but  continued,  and  still  continues,  in 
charge  of  his  division. 

On  the  13th  the  attack  of  the  enemv  on  Col.  Adam's  division  was  very  severe,  but  the 
enemy  was  defeated  at  every  point,  and  a  most  gallant  charge  of  the  2d  batt.  27tb,  led  by 
Col.  Adam  and  Lieut.  Col.  Reeve*,  decided  the  fate  of  the  day  at  that  part  of  the  field  (>f 
battle.  The  skill,  judgment,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  Major  Gen.  W'hittingham  and 
his  division  of  the  Spanish  army  rivals,  though  it  cannot  stirpass,  the  conduct  of  Cul.  Adam 
and  I  be  advance. 

At  every  point  the  enemy  was  repulsed ;  at  many  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  At  one 
point  in  particular  I  must  mention,  where  a  French  gremidier  battalion  had  gained  the 
summit  of  the  hill,  but  was  charged  and  driven  from  the  heights  by  a  corps  under  tlie  com- 
mand  of  Col.  Casans. 

Major  Gen.  Whittingham  highly  applauds,  and  I  know  it  is  not  without  reason,  the  con- 
duct of  Col.  Casans,  Col.  Romero,  CoL  Campbell,  Col.  Casteras,  and  Lieut  Col.  Ochoa, 
who  commanded  at  various  points  of  the  hills.  To  the  chief  of  his  Staff,  Col.  Serrano,  he 
likewise  expresses  himself  to  ne  equally  obliged  on  this,  as  well  as  many  other  occasions ; 
and  he  acknowledges  with  gratitude  the  services  of  Col.  Catinelli,  of  the  Staflf  of  the  Italian 
Levy,  who  was  attached  to  him  during  the  dav. 

These,  my  Lonl,  are  the  officers  and  corps  tliat  I  am  most  anxious  to  recommend  to  His 
Royal  Highness*  notice  and  protection  ;  and  I  earnestly  entreat  your  Lordshin  will  most 
respectfully,  on  my  part,  rqx>rt  their  merits  to  the  Prince  Regent  and  to  tne  Spanish 
government 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  co-operation  and  support  I  hare 
met  with  from  the  several  General  officers  and  Brigadiers,  as  well  as  fh)m  the  various 
officers  in  charge  of  departments  attached  to  this  army.  To  Major  Gen.  Doukin,  Q.  M.  G., 
I  am  particularly  indebted,  for  the  seal  and  ability  with  which  he  conducts  the  duties  of 
his  extensive  department,  and  the  gallantry  he  displays  on  every  occasion.  Major  Kenah, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department,  affords  me  every  satisfaction.  Lieut.  Col. 
Holcombe,  and  under  bis  orders.  Major  Williamson,  conduct  the  artillery  branch  of  the 
service  in  a  manner  highly  creditable.  The  different  brigades  of  guns,  under  Capts.  Lacy, 
Thomson,  and  Gilmour  (and  Garcia  of  the  SicQian  army^  and  Lieut  Patton,  of  the  flying 
artillery,  were  extremely  useful,  arid  most  gallantly  served  j  and  the  Portuguese  artillery 
supported  the  reputation  their  countrymen  have  acquired. 

The  army  is  now  in  march.  I  proceed  (o  Alcoy  in  the  hope,  but  not  the  sanguine  hope, 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  force  the  Albayda  Pass,  and  reach  tne  intrenched  position  of  the 
enemy  at  San  Felipe  before  he  can  arrive  there.  1  cottsider  this  movement  as  promising 
greater  advantages  than  a  direct  pursuit,  as  tlie  road  which  he  has  chosen  being  very  favor> 
able  for  cavalry,  in  which  arm  he  is  so  much  superior,  I  should  probably  be  delayed  too  long 
to  strike  any  blow  of  importance. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  allied  army. 

P.S.  I  have  omitted  to  mention,  that  in  retiring  from  Biar,  two  of  the  mountain  guns 
fell  into  the  liands  of  the  enemy ;  they  were  disabled,  and  Col.  Adam  very  judicioudy 
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We  have  gained  in  strength  25,000  men  since  we  went  into  cantonments 
in  the  beginning  of  December,  and  infinitely  more  in  efficiency. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Freneda,  0th  Ifay,  1813. 

From  a  letter  which  Sir  C.  Stuart  has  sent  me  from  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  its  enclosures  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Treasury,  and  the  Com- 
missary in  Chief,  I  am  afraid  that  the  government  has  been  teased  by  the 
importunities  of  the  British  merchants  at  Lisbon  to  give  the  orders  which 
those  letters  contain,  that  the  purchases  of  com  made  in  America,  Brazil, 
and  Egypt,  on  account  of  government,  under  the  directions  and  super- 
intendence of  Sir  C.  Stuart,  generally  at  my  request,  but  always  in  con- 
cert with  me,  may  be  discontinued. 

I  have  written  fully  to  Sir  C.  Stuart  upon  this  subject,  and  he  wiU  pro- 
bably address  Lord  Castlereagh  upon  it,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  trouble 
your  Lordship  at  any  length.  Sir  C.  Stuart  can  show,  not  only  that  we 
have  saved  the  people  of  this  country  during  a  year  of  invasion  and 
another  of  scarcity  by  this  system,  but  that  we  have  actually  brought  into 
the  military  chest  considerable  sums  of  money,  which  would  otherwise 
not  have  found  their  way  there;  that  we  have  gained  money  for  the 
public  by  each,  I  believe,  of  these  transactions ;  and  that  we  paid  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  Portuguese  subsidy  in  kind  in  the  last  year,  prin- 
cipally in  com  thus  imported.  I  also  request  that  it  may  be  recollected, 
that  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  I  was  informed  that  we  must  expect  no 
supplies  of  grain  from  the  British  islands,  the  harvest  having  failed.  As 
it  takes  about  3  months,  upon  an  average,  to  get  any  thing  from  England 
that  is  required,  I  reckon  that  we  ought  to  have  3  months'  supply  of 
those  articles  which  we  are  to  get  from  England ;  and  when  we  are  to 
look  for  them  where  we  can  find  them,  we  ought  to  have  a  supply  for  6 
months. 

Then  came  the  prospect  of  the  American  war,  and  the  probability  that 
thenntercourse  between  America  and  Portugal  would  be  stopped,  which 
has  since  occurred,  which  induced  me  to  look  for  other  markets;  and 

directed  Capt.  Aiabin,  who  then  commanded  the  brigade,  to  fight  them  to  the  lait,  and 
then  to  leave  them  to  ^eir  fiite.  Capt.  Aiabin  obeyed  hb  ordns,  and  fought  tham  till  it 
was  quite  impottible  to  get  them  off,  had  such  been  Col.  Adam*t  deeire. 


Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miising,  near  Castalla,  on  the  eveningi  of  the  12th 
and  13th  April,  1813. 

O 

3 

1 

1 

Total  loei  of  officcri, 
lion  -  commissioned 
officensaudR.&F. 

Killed 

a 

1 

66 

7 

69 

Wounded      .... 

12 

15 

259 

3 

286 

Miiring 

0 

0 

42 

I 

42 

The  above  does  not  include  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  loss. 
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upon  a  statement  of  prices  in  Brazil  and  Egypt,  I  determined  that  pur- 
chases should  be  made  on  account  of  government  in  those  countries. 

Your  Lordship  is  acquainted  with  my  opinion  of  the  British  merchants 
at  Lisbon.  If  they  were  real  merchants  trading  fairly  with  a  capital,  and 
looking  for  fair  profits,  and  acting  ftdrly  and  with  probity  in  every  trans- 
action, as  we  read  that  British  merchants  did  formerly,  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  employ  them ;  but  knowing  what  I  do  of  them,  I  never  will 
make  use  of  the  agency  of  any^f  them  in  transactions  of  this  description, 
unless  I  should  receive  the  positive  orders  of  government  to  do  so. 

The  orders  of  government  will  of  course  be  obeyed,  and  I  shall  not 
allow  of  any  more  of  those  transactions ;  and  it  will  rest  with  government 
to  take  care  to  keep  the  stores  of  this  army  supplied  with  com,  and  its 
military  chest  with  money  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  army,  and  to  per- 
form the  King's  engagements  to  the  powers  of  the  Peninsula.  I  believe 
it  will  be  found  that  they  can  do  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  at  so  cheap 
a  rate,  or  with  so  little  inconvenience  as  that  at  which  both  objects  have 
been  accomplished  hitherto,  and  that  it  is  better  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
merchants  than  to  alter  the  system.  There  is  not  now  a  shilling  that  can 
be  got  any  where  by  any  mode  that  is  not  brought  into  the  military  chest, 
nor  an  instant  in  which  com,  or  any  other  article,  can  be  substituted  for 
money  in  the  performance  of  the  King's  engagements,  that  the  measure 
is  not  adopted.  Without  these  detailed  engagements  we  should  not  have 
got  on,  and  I  only  hope  that  the  improvement  of  our  situation,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  opening  of  the  ports  in  the  north  of  Europe,  will  enable 
government  to  supply  us  plentifully  in  future* 

To , >  Francda,  6th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  When  I  expressed  a  wish 
to  Lord  Mulgrave  that  you  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  command  of 
the  artillery  attached  to  this  army,  I  thought  I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
you  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the  service,  and 
that  they  would  be  conducted  by  you  in  a  manner  advantageous  to  the 
public  interests.  Not  having  the  pleasure  of  being  much  acquainted 
with  you,  I  dbould  not  have  thought  of  interrupting  an  arrangement 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Master  General  for  the  command  of  the 
artillery  with  this  army,  if  I  had  not  felt  persuaded  that  you  were  fully 
capable  of  conducting  the  great  machine  placed  under  your  direction. 

As  you  state  that  you  don't  feel  yourself  equal  to  the  magnitude  of 
your  situation,  and  that  the  arduous  and  responsible  charge  devolved 
upon  you,  *•  added  to  a  debilitated  state  of  health,  which  has  a  considerable 
e£fect  on  your  recoUective  faculties,  made  you  view  it  with  some  degree 
of  apprehension  and  uneasiness,'  I  can  feel  no  scruple  in  acknowledging 
that  I  was  mistaken,  or  in  pleading  guilty  to  the  charge  of  not  placing 
confidence  in  you.  The  fact  is,  that  in  proportion  as  the  period  fixed  for 
the  army  taking  the  field  has  approached,  and  as  the  arrangements  in 
progress,  since  the  beginning  of  December  last,  have  drawn  to  their  com- 
pletion, I  have  found  that  you  were  not  so  capable  as  I  had  believed  you 
to  be  for  the  arduous  task  which  you  had  undertaken,  from  the  very  de- 
fects which  you  yourself  notice. 
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Under  these  circumstances,  and  being  aware  of  the  vital  importance  of 
the  good  management  of  your  department  to  the  honor,  or,  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  the  safety  of  the  army ;  and  knowing  that  the  existence 
of  these  defects  would  have  been  no  excuse  for  me,  in  case  the  mis- 
management of  your  department  should  have  caused  such  a  misfortune, 
as  might  be  expected,  it  is  not  astonishing  that  I  should  have  manifested 
an  uneasiness  and  want  of  confidence  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
I  should  not  have  felt  ^ 

I  am  very  much  concerned  that  the  matter  has  turned  out  in  this  man- 
ner, but  I  applaud  your  conduct  highly  for  the  step  you  have  taken.  I 
should  be  glad  to  render  this  step  as  little  hurtful  to  your  feelings,  and 
injurious  to  your  future  prospects  in  the  service,  as  may  be  in  my  power ; 
and  if  you  will  call  upon  me  in  the  morning,  I  shall  be  happy  to  talk  to 
you  on  the  subject. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  send  off  an 
express  to  Lieut.  CoL  Dickson,  to  beg  him  to  come  over  here  as  soon  as 
possible. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Fnneda,  6tfa  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d,  and  I  enclose  the  copy  of  one 
which  I  have  written  to  Lord  Bathurst,  on  the  subject  of  the  naval  con- 
cerns on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  time 
for  the  packet 

I  shall  write  to  Sir  G.  Collier  in  regard  to  your  wishes ;  but  I  am 
convinced  that  he  can  do  no  more  than  observe  Cape  Finisterre  with  one 
frigate. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Freneda,  6th  May,  1813. 

Major  Gen.  Baron  Low  and  Major  Gen.  Slade  having  been  ordered  to 
return  to  England  by  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will,  on  an  opportunity  offering,  provide  them  with 
a  passage  in  a  man  of  war. 

To  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  ItN.  Freneda,  6th  May,  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  22d  ult,  I  have  had  a  correspondence  with 
Adm.  Martin,  respecting  the  security  of  the  navigation  of  the  coast  of 
Portugal  and  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  which  is  a  most  important  object 
for  our  future  operations.  The  Admiral  is  very  little  able,  I  believe,  to 
give  the  protection  to  the  communication,  which  is  so  necessary  to  us ; 
and  I  enclose  the  copy  of  his  last  letter  to  me  upon  the  subject,  in  answer 
to  one  which  I  wrote  to  him,  in  which  1  asked  him  whether  I  should  re- 
quest you  to  station  one  of  your  frigates  off  Cape  Finisterre,  in  order  to 
aid  in  securing  the  navigation  of  the  coast. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  do  more  than 
that,  without  interfering  with  the  objects  held  out  in  my  letter  of  the 
22d  ult.,  which  appear  to  me  to  have  been  those  for  which  the  squadron 
under  your  command  was  sent  to  the  coast.  It  may  be  impossible  for 
you  even  to  do  so  much,  consistently  with  those  objects ;  but  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  do  what  you  can  to  secure  for  us 
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the  communication  between  the  Tagus  and  Coruna ;  and  if  you  will  let 
me  know  what  jou  will  do. 

To  Earl  Bathurat  Freneda,  6th  May,  1813. 

The  navigation  of  the  coast  of  Portugal  and  Spain  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  us,  and  I  have  had  some  correspondence  With  Adm.  Martin 
respecting  it  I  enclose  the  copy  of  his  last  letter,  in  answer  to  one  in 
which  I  asked  him  whether  it  would. give  him  any  assistance  if  I  were  to 
request  Sir  G.  Collier,  who  commands  a  squadron  of  3  frigates  on  the 
north  coast  of  Spain,  to  station  one  of  his  frigates  off  Cape  Finisterre.  I 
had  before  recommended  to  Sir  G.  Collier  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  maritime  communication  between  Bayonne  and  Santona;  and  to 
put  himself  in  communication  with  the  Spanish  garrison  in  Castro 
Urdiales. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Adm.  Martin  the  whole  coast  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  from 
Bayonne  as  far  to  the  south  and  east  as  his  command  now  extends.  It 
would  certainly  simplify  arrangements  for  convoys  and  for  naval  opera- 
tions, in  concert  wiUi  the  army  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  would  ma- 
terially forward  the  service. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Fieneda,  6th  May,  1813. 

Having  referred  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  the  papers  transmitted  (here- 
with returned)  by  you  on  the  18th  ult.,  regarding  an  arrangement  for  the 
better  support  of  the  animals  employed  in  the  transport  of  the  army,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Sir  R.  Kennedy's  letter  on  the  subject, 
by  which  it  appears  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible  to  act  upon  the 
system  proposed  in  a  general  way,  although,  as  a  partial  measure,  it 
might,  on  some  occasion,  be  feasible. 

The  A,G,  to  Uetii.  Gen,  the  Earl  of  Da&outie,  7th  divieum.  6th  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  in  consequence  of  a  report  which 
has  reached  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  fipom  the  Commandant  or  Celorico, 
statmg  an  instance  of  neglect  of  duty  and  disobedience  of  orders  on  the  part  of 

Lieut.  of  the  —  regt,  whilst  on  the  march  through  that  station,  in  command 

of  a  detachment,  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  Lieut. shall 

be  brought  to  trial  before  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  your  Lordship  is 
President,  upon  charges  which  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Acting  Dep.  Judge 
Advocate,  by  Mr.  Larpent,  the  Acting  Dep.  Judj^  Advocate  Gen. ;  and  his 
Excellency  is  desirous  that  the  trial  may  take  place  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

P.S.  Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  cause  Lieut. to  be  forthwith  placed 

under  arrest. 

To  Sir  E.  Littlehales,  Bart  Freneda,  7th  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  memorial  from  a  soldier  who,  it  appears,  has  been  pensioned 
in  Ireland,  on  account  of  his  wounds,  received  in  this  country ;  and  who, 
I  believe,  has  not  received  what  he  ought.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if 
you  will  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  and  see  that  he  is  redressed,  if 
the  case  is  as  I  suppose  it  to  be ;  and,  at  all  events,  send  for  this  poor 
fellow,  and  get  him  employed  as  he  desires,  if  he  is  so  sober  and  well 
behaved  as  to  deserve  employment  or  notice. 
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To  Earl  Batburst.  Freneda,  7th  ICaj,  181S. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  2l8t 
April,  in  answer  to  a  part  of  a  private  letter  which  I  addressed  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  3d  March. 

His  Majesty's  government  had  agreed  to  supply  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment with  clothhig,  according  to  the  enclosed  list  and  allotment,  for 
300,000  men  for  the  year  1812;  and  it  had  been  proposed  to  reduce  this 
quantity  to  clothing  for  50,000  men  for  the  year  1813.  I  had,  in  conse- 
quence, applied  to  your  Lordship  to  have  the  quantity  increased  to  a 
supply  for  100,000  men  in  the  year  1813,  and  enclosed  a  list  of  articles 
to  be  sent  to  this  country  accordingly.  In  answer  to  this  letter,  the  Under 
Sec.  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  addressed  the  Under  Sec.  of  State  for 
the  War  Department  on  the  I4th  April,  and  has  sent  you  the  return  of 
clothing  and  equipments,  of  which  I  enclose  the  copy. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  know  whether  this  return  is  that  referred  to 
in  the  beginning  of  the  second  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  Under 
Sec.  of  State,  of  the  I4th  April;  or  whether  it  is  the  list  of  the  articles 
intended  to  be  sent  from  England  to  complete  what  is  required  to  make 
up  the  quantities  required  for  the  Spanish  army  for  the  year  1813.  I 
rather  believe  it  is  the  supposed  return  of  what  was  in  store  in  the  maga- 
zines in  Portugal  and  Spain  on  the  24th  Dec.  1812.  But  it  is  obvious 
that  this  return  contains  an  account  of  articles  intended  for  British  and 
Portuguese  troops  as  well  as  for  Spaniards. 

The  articles  marked  in  the  list  enclosed  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lambton, 
are  not  in  the  list  of  those  originally  sent  to  me,  of  what  was  intended  for 
the  Spaniards,  and  I  suppose  are  intended  for  British  or  Portuguese 
troops.  I  don't  kpow  what  stores  some  of  them  are ;  and  I  am  ignorant 
to  what  purpose  they  are  to  be  applied :  100,000  cramps,  5,000  Ser- 
jeants' chevrons,  150  white  wings  with  bugles,  150  green  wings  with« 
bugles,  250  yards  red  cloth,  1,500  yards  white  fringe.  But  I  would 
beg  your  Lordship  to  advert  to  the  following  observations  upon  this 
subject : 

1st;  From  what  I  have  understood  from  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  the  quantity 
of  clothing  sent  for  the  Spaniards,  as  the  supply  for  1812,  has  not  amounted 
to  the  quantity  stated  in  the  enclosed  return  marked  A. 

2dly ;  Supposing  it  had,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  British  government 
can  fairly  take  credit  for  the  remains  in  store  on  the  24th  Dec.  1812, 
supposing  that  they  had  before  them  an  accurate  return  of  the  remains 
for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army  only ;  and  carry  those  remains  to  account 
against  the  supplies  promised  to  be  furnished  in  the  year  1813. 

On  the  3d  March,  having  before  me  as  accurate  an  account  as  I  could 
get  of  the  state  of  the  stores  applicable  to  the  Spanish  army  (because  the 
whole  business  of  the  Storekeeper's  department  in  this  country  is  in  very 
great  confusion),  and  having  likewise  before  me  the  state  of  the  clothing 
of  the  Spanish  army,  and  knowing  their  probable  wants,  I  applied  to  your 
Lordship  that  a  list  of  clothing  for  100,000  men  for  the  year  1813  might 
be  sent  out  in  the  course  of  that  year ;  a  supply  for  50,000  only  having 
been  offered.  It  would  not  have  been  thought  expedient  to  carry  to 
account  for  the  supply  of  the  50,000  suits  of  clothing  for  the  year  1813, 
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the  contents  of  the  magazines  on  the  24th  Dec.  1812,  even  if  the 
return  of  those  contents  had  referred  only  to  clothing  for  the  Spanish 
armies ;  and  I  hope  that,  upon  consideration,  it  wDl  not  be  so  thought 
in  respect  to  the  grant  of  my  recommendation  for  clothing  for  100,000 
men ;  but  that  the  whole  of  the  demand  made  will  be  supplied  within  the 
year. 

To  Major  Qm,  Cooke.  Freneda,  9th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d.  The  British  troops  at  Cartha- 
gena  are  to  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  solely  and  exclusively  under 
the  orders  of  the  General  officer  commanding  at  Cadiz ;  and  you  will 
convey  your  directions  accordingly  to  the  officer  commanding  the  British 
troops  at  that  place.  The  senior  officer  there  is  to  continue  to  receive  an 
allowance  of  20^.  per  diem. 

The  6  companies  of  Dillon's  regiment  have  been  sent  to  Carthagena 
under  orders  from  the  Sec.  of  State. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  J.  Muiraj,  Bart.  Freoeda,  9th  May,  1813. 

Gen.  Cooke  has  sent  me  your  letter  of  the  16th  April  to  Col.  Prevost, 
uid  he  has  asked  for  orders  in  regard  to  certain  points  on  which  you  had 
given  directions  at  Carthagena. 

Carthagena  has  in  it  some  of  His  Majesty's  troops,  in  consequence  of 
the  desire  expressed  by  the  Spanish  government  that  this  measure  should 
be  adopted ;  and  the  troops  at  Carthagena  having  been  detached  from  that 
division  of  this  army  which  is  stationed  at  Cadiz,  they  have  always  been 
under  the  directions  of  the  General  officer  commanding  at  Cadiz,  who  is 
in  constant  communication,  as  well  with  me  as  with  the  King's  minister 
at  Cadiz.  It  would  not  answer  to  alter  this  system ;  and  I  conceive  that 
the  troops  at  Carthagena  cannot  weU  be  made  liable  to  receive  your  orders 
and  those  of  Gen.  Cooke. 

When,  therefore,  you  shall  have  taken  from  Carthagena  the  2d  batt. 
67th  regt,  I  beg  you  to  leave  that  garrison  as  it  will  stand,  unless  the  case 
should  occur  of  your  having  to  send  back  the  2d  batt.  67th  regt 

By  Gen.  Cooke's  letter,  I  find  that  6  companies  of  Dillon's  regiment 
had  been  sent  to  Carthagena  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of 
State.  This  measure  would  render  it  still  more  necessary  to  send  back 
the  2d  batt.  67th  regt,  or  some  other  regiment,  in  case  that  place  should 
be  liable  to  be  attacked. 

I  have  already  written  to  you  about  the  artillery  at  Alicante.  I  cannot 
understand  your  wanting  artillery  men,  considering  that  your  corps  came 
from  Sicily  for  a  siege,  and  that  you  have  2  companies  of  British  artillery, 
and  2  of  Portuguese  artillery,  with  the  train  of  this  army ;  but  I  hope 
soon  to  have  your  return. 

To  the  Rt  Hoo.  Sir  H.  Welladey,  K.B.  Freneda,  9tb  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  SOth  April  in  regard  to  Gen, . 

Although  I  don't  very  much  approve  of  Gen. ,  I  shall  have  no 

objection  to  employ  him  as  a  General  officer,  provided  he  will  join,  take 
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the  command  of,  and  stay  with,  the  body  of  troops  which  he  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  command,  and  confine  his  attention  solely  to  them. 

Gen.  's  letter  from  ,  of  the  22d  April,  is  a  counterpart  of  all 

those  I  have  ever  seen  from  him.  I  possess  many  that  I  could  substitute 
for  it  which  would  convey  equally  good  information  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion ;  and  the  letters  are  not  confined  to  you,  who  may  have  sent  him 

to to  acquire  information,  but  they  fly  about  the  army  and  England, 

addressed  to  persons  of  all  descriptions.     I  possess  accurcUe  information 

on  every  point  on  which  Gen. has  written,  and  can  supply  it  to  you 

if  you  wish  for  it. 

If  Gen. will  discontinue  his  attentions  to  universcUs,  and  confine 

them  to  his  particular  duty  to  the  troops  which  he  may  command,  I  shall 
employ  him  as  a  General  oflficer,  otherwise  not ;  but  I  will  not  allow  him 
to  remain  as  an  idler  or  amateur  with  any  army,  in  order  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  circulating  the  description  of  intelligence  which  he  picks 
up  and  circulates. 

P.S.  I  enclose  an  answer  to  Gen.  Whittingham's  memorandum.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  find  fault  with  our  own  situation,  and  to  see  the  benefit  of 
tlie  situation  of  others.  That  which  ought  to  be  done  is  to  examine  a 
subject  of  this  kind  a  fondy  and  it  would  soon  be  found  that  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  execute  what  is  proposed. 

ObiervoHont  on  Geiu  WhitUngham*8  Memorandum  of  the  TAth  Aprils  1813,  m  regard 
to  the  draft  of  supplies  from  the  country. 

There  exists  no  doubt  that  the  French  troops  do  draw  supplies  from  the 
seat  of  their  operations  in  all  parts  of  Europe  ;  that  this  advantage  is  not 
enjoyed  by  their  enemies  in  some  instances  at  all,  in  others  in  a  very 
inconsiderable  degree,  and  in  none  to  so  great  a  degree  as  it  is  by  the 
French.  It  is  likewise  true  that  to  this  system,  whose  date  is  that  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  (as  what  the  King  of  Prussia  did  in  this  way  was 
trifling),  is  to  be  attributed  both  the  system  of  tactics  and  of  politics  of 
the  present  day. 

I  must  observe,  however,  that  much  has  been  done  of  late  years  to 
show  the  French  government  that  they  could  not  rely  upon  this  system. 
Those  who  study  accurately  the  nature  of  their  operations  against  the 
allied  armies  in  the  Peninsula,  and  of  their  recent  operations  in  Russia, 
will  find  ample  reason*  for  the  belief  that  the  system  of  making  the  ope- 
rations of  war  produce  the  resources  for  carrying  on  war,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  system  of  making  war  a  resource,  and  profitable  and  advan- 
tageous to  a  state,  instead  of  being  expensive  and  burthensome,  must  be 
got  the  better  of. 

These  observations,  however,  are  only  general ;  and  Gen.  Whittingham 
complains,  with  great  reason,  that  the  French,  by  means  of  their  system, 
live  in  countries,  in  Spain,  in  which  the  Spaniards  starve ;  and  it  is  like- 
wise true  that  the  starvcUion  of  the  Spanish  armies  is  more  burthensome 
to  the  country  than  the  plentiful  mode  of  living  of  the  French.  I  will 
go  farther  than  Gen.  Whittingham,  and  state  that,  notwithstanding  that 
the  British  army  pay  for  all  the  supplies  they  receive  from  the  country, 
the  British  troops,  if  deprived  of  their  magazines,  would  starve  in  a  dis- 
trict in  Spain  in  which  Uie  French  army  would  live  in  plenty. 
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To  what  are  these  facts  to  be  attributed  ?  Certainly  not  to  the  in- 
clination of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  the  enemy ;  certainly  not  to 
the  superior  abilities  of  the  officers  of  the  civil  departments  of  the  French 
armies,  at  least  not  in  comparison  with  the  civil  officers  of  the  British 
army ;  but  to  the  system  of  terror  on  which  the  French,  and  all  under 
their  authority,  invariably  act,  and  to  which  no  power  in  Europe  ever 
has,  or  ever  can  have,  recourse. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  make  allotments  of  districts,  and  supplies  to  be 
drawn  from  them,  and  perhaps  to  go  one  step  further,  to  make  the  magis- 
trates of  villages  allot  to  individuals  their  share  of  the  burthen  to  be  borne 
by  the  village.     But  if  there  is  no  compulsion,  who  will  obey  ? 

Let  any  person  attend  to  the  detail  of  a  French  operation  of  this  de- 
scription, he  will  see  the  use  of  the  bayonet  in  every  part  of  it ;  he  will 
see  the  compulsory  quartering  of  soldiers  on  individuals  called  refractory, 
and  the  necessity  of  incurring  large  expenses  laid  upon  these  individuals, 
besides  serious  inconveniences ;  he  will  see  women,  children,  &c.  taken  as 
hostages,  &c.  &c. ;  and,  in  short,  every  thing  done  to  compel  the  indi- 
vidual and  village  to  obey  the  requisition,  and  to  instil  terror  uito  others 
who  might  be  inclined  to  resist. 

In  what  country,  excepting  in  France  in  the  first  days  of  the  Revo- 
lution, could  such  a  system  be  carried  into  execution  by  its  own  govern- 
ment and  army  ?  In  what  country  could  we,  as  allies,  venture  to  follow 
such  an  example  ?  Till  these  questions  can  be  answered,  it  is  useless  to 
discuss  the  advantages  which  the  French  derive  from  this  system,  and  the 
disadvantages  which stheir  enemies  feel  in  not  adopting  it. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  I  need  not  consider  this  subject  farther ;  but  I 
have  long  and  maturely  considered  all  the  modes  of  subsisting  armies, 
and  I  think  I  could  show  that  neither  the  Spanish  nor  the  British  soldiers 
are  of  the  description,  nor  in  the  state  of  discipline,  owing  likewise  to  the 
want  of  the  same  vigorous  system,  to  carry  into  execution  these  systems 
of  requisition  so  easily  managed  by  their  enemy. 

Tlu  A.O.  to  Luui,  Gtn,  the  Hon,  Str  O,  L,  Cole,  K,B.,  4th  divition.         9th  May,  1813. 
I  have  not  failed  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 

your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  and  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  Lieut 's  arrest. 

llis  £xcellen<nr  has  directed  me  to  signify  to  you  in  answer,  that  a  statement  of  the 

t*tmsaction  at  V  Ula  Franca,  which  was  the  occasion  of  Lieut. being  placed  under 

arrest,  has  been  long  smcc  referred  to  the  Portuguese  government,  and  no  answer 

has  yet  been  receive.    The  Commander  of  the  Forces  b  sorry  that  Lieut. 

should  have  remained  in  a  state  of  restramt  for  so  long  a  period ;  but  bb  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  observe  that  this  circumstance  must  be  considered  as  one  of  the  evils 
to  wnich  those  who  commit  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  country  render  themselves 
liable. 


To  Major  Oen.  the  Hoo.  E.  Stopford.  Freneda,  10th  May,  1813. 

I  return  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  you 
are  President,  and  enclose  the  form  according  to  which  they  ought  to  be 
recorded ;  and  I  beg  you  to  direct  the  Assistant  Dep.  Judge  Advocate  to 
alter  them  accordingly. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  return  the  proceedings  on  this  ground,  I  would 
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beg  the  General  Cburt  Martial  ta  reconsider  their  sentence  of  honorable 
acquittal. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  conduct  of  Dr. ,  in  requiring  a  billet  for 

a  Lieut.  Colonel,  without  mentioning  his  name,  was  not  quite  correct, 
more  particularly  as  by  that  trick,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  he  was  billeted 
on  a  house  which  the  Commandant  had  expressed  his  wish  that  he  should 
not  occupy. 

If  this  impression  be  correct,  I  am  convinced  that  the  General  Court 
Martial  will  not  think  the  Doctor  entitled  to  an  honorable  acquittal,  in 
which  is  included  the  sense  of  the  Court  Martial  of  the  merit  of  the 
prisoner  under  trial,  as  well  as  of  his  innocence  of  the  charge. 

At  all  events,  whether  the  Doctor  procured  the  billet  by  a  trick  or  not, 
there  can  be  no  merit  in  the  transaction;  and  it  would  appear  that  on  this 
ground  the  Doctor's  case  is  not  one  on  which  such  a  sentence  should  be 
passed. 

I  request  you  to  give  directions  that  Dr. may  be  released  from 

his  arrest 

To  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart.  Freneda,  10th  Maj,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th.  I  entertain  the  highest  opinion 
of  Col.  Ross,  and  will  appoint  him  to  command  a  brigade  as  soon  as  it 
shall  be  in  my  power ;  but  every  day's  experience  convinces  me  that  it 
does  not  answer  to  remove  an  officer  from  his  regiment  to  command  a 
brigade,  of  which  his  regiment  does  not  form  a  part,  until  he  is  of  such 
relative  rank  as  to  render  it  probable  that  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  return 
to  the  command  of  his  regiment. 

To  Col .  Freneda,  lOth  Btay,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst,  and  I  acknowledge  that  I 
cannot  understand  the  nature  of  the  feelings  of  an  officer  which  are  to  be 
mortified  by  his  performance  of  his  duty  in  the  situation  in  which  His 
Majesty  and  the  rules  of  the  service  have  placed  him ;  and  I  can  only 
say  that,  in  the  course  of  my  military  life,  I  have  gone  from  the  command 
of  a  brigade  to  that  of  my  regiment,  and  from  the  command  of  an  army 
to  that  of  a  brigade  or  division,  as  I  was  ordered,  without  feeling  any 
mortification. 

As,  however,  you  feel  mortified  upon  your  reassuming  the  command 
of  your  regiment,  from  the  command  of  a  brigade,  of  which  your  regiment 
forms  a  part,  I  trust  that  you  will  now  see  the  propriety  of  my  determi- 
nation not  to  remove  officers  from  the  command  of  their  regiments  to  the 
temporary  command  of  brigades  of  which  their  regiments  do  not  form  a 
part ;  as  it  is  probable  that  your  feelings  would  have  been  mortified  in  a 
greater  degree  if  you  had  now  been  obliged  to  return  to  the  command  of 
your  regiment  from  a  brigade  of  the  line. 

I  beg  that  you  will  make  the  regular  application  for  leave  to  go  to 
Oporto,  which  will  he  granted. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  10th  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  on  the  murder  of 
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Lieut. ,  of  the  Brunswick  regiment,  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  May, 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rio  Forte,  and  I  request  you  to  apply  to  the 
Portuguese  government  to  give  directions  to  the  magistrates  of  the  conn* 
try  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction. 

To  Sir  I.  Heard,  Oarter  King  at  Armi.  Franeda,  lOtb  May,  1818. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  27th  March,  in 
which  you  have  apprised  me  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  my  hav- 
ing been  elected  into  the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  at  a  Chapter 
of  that  Order,  held  at  Carlton  House  on  the  4th  March. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.,  delivered  to  me  your  letter  and  the 
insignia  of  the  Order  at  Freneda,  in  Portugal,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  Miy, 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  and  warrant  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent 

To  Sir  I.  Heard,  Garter  King  at  Amu.  Freneda,  10th  May,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  2*Jth  and  28th  March,  and  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  the  spy  glass  which  you  sent  me. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  did  not  come  to  this  inhospitable  country  and 
climate  to  invest  me  with  the  Order  of  the  Garter ;  and  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  troubling  you  if  I  should  require  any  riband  for  the  Order. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether 
the  riband  of  the  Order  is  worn  over  the  right  or  the  left  shoulder. 

I%ej,0,to  Ueut.  Gen,  tim  Earl  of  Dalhtmsiey  1th  divitiotu  10th  May,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mar^ub  of  Wel- 
lington your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  and  enclosures,  regardmg  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  been  the  occasion  of  Lieut. ,  —  light  infantry,  being 

ordered  to  appear  before  a  General  Court  Martial.  His  Excellency  has,  never- 
theless, been  pleased  to  direct  that  that  officer  shall  be  brought  to  trial  (agreeably 
to  the  orders  conveyed  in  my  letter  to  jrour  Lordship  of  the  6th  inst.),  when  that 
officer  will  have  an  opportunity  of  bringmg  forward  whatever  he  may  have  to  urge 
in  justification  of  his  conduct. 

To  Earl  Bathortt.  Freneda,  lltb  Bfay,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  April,  and  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  the  care  you  take  of  our  money  concerns.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true  that  large  sums  have  been  exported  from  this  country  to 
America  in  payment  for  com  imported;  but  this  com  is  besides  that 
imported  in  consequence  of  our  orders,  and  paid  for  by  our  bills  negoti- 
ated in  America.  One  of  my  reasons  for  agreeing  to  the  purchase  of  com 
in  Brazil  and  Egypt  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the  purchases  of  the  imported 
American  com,  if  the  American  government  should  have  allowed  of  the 
intercourse  after  the  declaration  of  war. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instractions  which  I  have  given  to  Sir  J.  Mur- 
ray,* and  Generals  Copons,  Elio,  and  the  Duque  del  Parque.  Sir  J. 
Murray  has  informed  me  that  he  proposes  to  carry  into  execution  the 
plan  recommended  in  the  first  instance,  viz.,  the  attack  upon  Tarragona; 
and,  by  a  letter  from  him  of  the  30th,  I  understand  that  he  is  well  satisfied 
with  what  is  proposed  for  him  and  the  troops  on  that  side.     I  likewise 

♦  See  p.  426. 
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enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  him  of  the  24th,  which  shows  the 
nature  of  Sachet's  position,  and  how  impracticable  it  would  be  to  make 
any  thing  of  it  in  any  other  manner.  These  papers  will  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Peninsula,  which  are  necessarily  disconnected  with  those  of  the  troops 
on  this  side,  at  least  for  a  time. 

I  propose  on  this  side  to  commence  our  operations  by  turning  the 
enemy's  position  on  the  Duero,  by  passing  the  left  of  our  army  over  that 
river  within  the  Portuguese  frontier.  I  should  cross  the  right  in  the  same 
manner,  only  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  throw  the  right  very  forward 
during  the  winter,  in  order  to  cover  and  connect  our  cantonments ;  and  I 
could  not  well  draw  them  back  for  this  movement  without  exposing  a 
good  deal  of  country  and  incurring  the  risk  of  a  counter  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  therefore  propose  to  strengthen  our  right  and 
to  move  with  it  myself  across  the  Tormes,  and  establish  a  bridge  on  the 
Duero  below  Zamora.  The  two  wings  of  the  army  will  thus  be  connected, 
and  the  enemy's  position  on  the  Duero  will  be  turned.  The  Spanish 
army  of  Galicia  will  be  on  the  Esla  on  the  left  of  our  army  at  the  same 
time  that  our  army  will  be  on  that  river. 

Having  turned  the  enemy's  position  on  the  Duero,  and  established  our 
communication  across  it,  our  next  operation  must  depend  upon  circum- 
stances. I  don't  know  whether  I  am  now  stronger  than  the  enemy,  even 
including  the  army  of  Galicia ;  but  of  this  I  am  very  certain,  that  I  shall 
not  be  stronger  throughout  the  campaign,  or  more  efficient,  than  I  now 
am ;  and  the  enemy  will  not  be  weaker.  I  cannot  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity for  trying  the  fate  of  a  battle,  which,  if  the  enemy  should  be  un- 
successful, must  oblige  him  to  withdraw  entirely. 

We  have  been  sadly  delayed  by  the  bridge,  without  which  it  is  obvious 
we  can  do  nothing.  The  equipment  is  quite  new,  and  has  marched  only 
from  Abrantes ;  but  there  has  already  been  much  breakage,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  carriages  are  shamefully  bad.  The  truth  is,  that  English 
tradesmen,  particularly  contractors,  are  become  so  dishonest,  that  no  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  on  any  work,  particularly  in  iron,  done  by  contract  I 
have  the  same  complaint  of  some  carts  made  for  the  Commissariat ;  1 8 
out  of  25  of  which  broke  on  a  good  road  without  loads  in  80  miles.  I 
shall  have  sad  work  with  this  bridge  throughout  the  campaign,  and  yet 
we  can  do  nothing  without  it 

I  shall  send  the  Prince  of  Orange  home,  as  you  desire,  unless  you 
should  comply  with  his  wish  to  join  the  Prussian  army,  and  allow  him  to 
go  home  for  that  purpose. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Manay,  Bart  Fieneda,  13th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th.  Of  course  the  detailed 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  your  posts  subsequently  to  the 
junction  of  the  Duque  del  Parque  must  be  arranged  and  made  by  the 
authorities  on  the  spot  The  Duque  del  Parque  has  marched,  and  must  by 
this  time  be  near  you. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  tell  you  from  this  side.  The  bridge  will  arrive 
to-  morrow,  and  we  shall  march  immediately. 
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To  the  MtnWter  at  War,  Cadig.  FreiKnla,  I2th  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  3000  suits  of  clothing  and 
sets  of  cavalry  appointments  having  arrived  at  Cadiz  for  the  use  of  the 
Spanish  cavalry,  I  have  requested  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  give 
directions  that  they  may  be  made  over  to  the  directions  of  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

It  appeu*s  that,  in  consequence  of  directions  from  the  former  Inspector 
of  Cavalry,  1000  of  these  suits  of  clothing  and  appointments  are  for  dra- 
goons, 1000  for  hussars,  and  1000  for  chasseurs ;  and  there  is  therefore 
not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  clothing  and  appointments  of  any  de- 
scription to  answer  for  2  regiments,  on  the  establishment  recently  fixed 
for  them. 

Considering  the  Spanish  army,  the  cavalry  in  particular,  in  the  infancy 
of  its  reorganization,  I  acknowledge  that  I  am  very  indifferent  respecting 
the  fashion  of  its  clothing  and  appointments,  provided  they  are  good  of 
their  kind,  and  each  regiment  is  in  itself  uniformly  clothed.  If,  there- 
fore, I  had  had  any  thing  to  say  to  the  Spanish  army  at  the  period  this 
clothing  was  ordered,  I  should  have  requested  that  the  whole  of  it  might 
be  the  same ;  and  I  beg  you  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  government  re- 
garding the  clothing  and  appointments  for  cavalry  which  I  have  recently 
requested  the  British  government  to  send  to  Spain ;  and,  if  they  should 
agree  in  opinion  that  the  whole  ought  to  be  alike,  that  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  fix  upon  the  pattern  of  the  clothing  and  appointments  now 
received,  according  to  which  the  whole  are  to  be  made. 

In  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  clothing  now  arrived,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  you  the  expediency,  first,  of  issuing  to  the  King*s  regiment  of 
cavalry  a  complete  suit  of  clothing  and  appointments  for  the  full  number 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  which  it  consists,  of  that 
pattern  sent  out  for  dragoons.  I  have  not  yet  heard  that  the  reform  pro- 
posed for  this  regiment  has  been  carried  into  execution ;  but,  as  I  suppose 
it  will  be  so  before  long,  I  consider  that  it  will  be  desirable  that  early 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  transmit  to  this  regiment  its  clothing  and 
appointments  by  the  sea  and  river  navigation,  as  far  as  possible ;  and  that 
land  transport  should  be  procured  to  forward  it  from  the  landing  place  on 
the  Guadalquivir. 

I  shall  hereafter  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  my  opinion  re- 
garding the  disposal  of  the  remainder  of  the  3000  suits  of  clothing  and 
appointments;  but  it  appears  now  generally  desirable  that,  supposing 
the  clothing  and  appointments  to  be  sufficient  for  5  regiments,  3  of  them 
should  be  uniformly  clothed  and  appointed,  whether  as  dragoons,  as 
chasseurs,  or  as  hussars ;  and  that  of  each  of  the  other  2  regiments,  3 
squadrons  should  be  clothed  as  dragoons  or  as  chasseurs,  and  one  squadron 
of  each  as  hussars. 

To  the  Minirttt  at  War,  Cadii.  Fwneda,  iStfa  May,  1818. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  received  from  the  Conde  de  la 
Bisbal,  and  various  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  revenues  and  expenses  of 
the  provinces  of  Cordova  and  Seville,  to  which  I  request  you  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Regency. 

VOL,  VI.  2  I 
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The  government  will  see  in  these  papers  ample  reason  for  their  active 
interference  to  preserve  the  public  property. 

1st;  I  would  beg  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  immense  expenses 
attending  the  collection  of  these  small  revenues  in  these  kingdoms, 
amounting  in  Seville  to  more  than  one  fourth,  and  in  Cordova  to  about 
one  sixth,  of  the  whole  revenue  collected';  the  collection  of  some  of  the 
branches  of  revenue  costs  nearly  one  half  of  the  gross  produce ;  and  yet 
it  appears  that,  notwithstanding  this  large  expense  incurred,  the  amount 
due  to  the  Crown  is  not  collected. 

2dly ;  I  would  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the 
charges  upon  these  revenues  for  expenses  at  Cadiz,  Malaga,  the  Isla, 
Puerto  de  S**  Maria,  Algeziras,  &c.,  the  revenues  of  which  places  are 
allotted  to  other  objects. 

3dly;  I  request  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  payment  of 
232,000  reales  monthly  to  the  quicksilver  mines  of  Almaden  from  the 
revenues  of  the  province  of  Cordova ;  the  profits  of  the  mines  being 
applicable  to  other  purposes. 

4thly ;  I  likewise  request  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  general 
charges  for  pensioners,  &c.,  payable  out  of  the  revenues  of  these  provinces. 

The  fact  is,  that  these  charges  and  those  of  collection  only  would  absorb 
the  whole  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  revenue,  and  leave  nothing  for 
the  army ;  and  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  the  government  to 
turn  their  attention  in  the  most  serious  manner  to  the  subject,  otherwise 
it  is  impossible  to  hope  to  maintain  the  army. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Freneda,  im  May,  1813. 

I  beg  that  the  3000  suits  of  clothing  and  cavalry  appointments  for  the 
use  of  the  Spanish  army  recently  arrived  at  Cadiz  may  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Minister  at  War. 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  Freneda,  12th  May,  1813. 

Having  received  from  Sir  T.  Graham  the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter,  I  enclose  a  letter  for  Lady  Wellington  containing  directions  for 
returning  to  the  genealogist  of  the  Bath  the  collar  and  badge  of  that 
Order.  Some  of  my  brother  officers,  however,  have  expressed  an  anxious 
desire  that  I  should  continue  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  into  which  I  have 
admitted  most  of  them ;  and  all  of  them  owe  this  honor  to  actions  per- 
formed under  my  command.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  adverting 
to  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  wish  that  I  should  resign  the  Order, 
I  would  wish  you  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  better  that  I  should 
keep  it. 

1st;  There  is  a  precedent  of  a  British  subject  holding  two  British  Or- 
ders, neither  of  them  military,  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh. 

2dly ;  If  you  will  refer  to  the  statute  of  the  Order  of  May,  1812,  you 
will  see  that  upon  my  resignation  you  have  not  the  power  of  appointing  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath.  My  stall  will  be  filled  by  the  senior  Extra  Knight, 
and  under  the  statute  you  may  appoint  as  many  Extra  Knights  as  you 
please. 

I  feel  great  reluctance  in  suggesting  that  I  should  keep  this  Order,  and 
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I  should  not  have  done  so  if  it  had  not  been  suggested  to  me  by  some  of 
the  Knights.  God  knows  I  have  plenty  of  Orders,  and  I  consider  myself 
to  have  been  most  handsomely  treated  by  the  Prince  Regent  and  his 
government,  and  shall  not  consider  myself  the  less  so  if  you  should  not 
think  proper  that  I  should  retain  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  I  beg  you  will 
return  me  the  enclosed  letter,  or  not,   as  you  may  decide  upon  this  point. 

To  Bad  Bothant.  Freneda,  12th  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  which  I  have  received  from 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  of  the  2d  Spanish  army,  from  the  11th  to  the  13th  April,  and 
on  the  battle  fought  at  Castalla ;  *  and  I  request  your  Lordship  will  draw 
the  attention  of  His  Royal  Highness  to  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J. 
Murray,  and  of  the  oflScers  and  troops  under  his  command,  particularly 
to  those  named  by  him. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  country  since  I 
addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  5th  inst.  The  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the 
bridge  obliged  me  to  halt  the  troops,  whose  march  had  already  com- 
menced; but  I  expect  that  it  will  arrive  to-morrow,  and  the  whole  army 
will  be  in  motion  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

Tht  A,G.  to  Sir  R,  H.  Kennedy,  Omuniitary  GtnemL  12th  May,  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  conveying  your  suggestions  with  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  damaged  stores,  reported  by  a  board  of  officers  to  be  saleable, 
althougn  mifit  to  be  issued  for  the  use  of  the  army,  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  stores  in  question  should  be  reshipped  for  England  accordingly ; 
and  he  desires  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for 
this  purpose.  I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  you  enclosed  Uie  proceedings  of  the 
Board,  and  a  return  of  damaged  but  saleable  stores  in  the  Commissariat  magazine 
at  Figueira. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murmy,  Bart.  FreiieUa,  13tb  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  private  letter  of  the  23d  Nov.  from  Earl 

*  See  p.  467. 

6.  O.  Freaeda.  13th  May,  ISIS. 

2.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  receives  frequent  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  towards  the  magistrates  of  the  country,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  orders  which  have  been  given  on  this  subject :  and  it  appears  the  more  extra- 
ordinary that  ground  for  these  compUiuts  should  be  given  by  the  officeis  and  toldien  of 
the  British  army,  as  it  is  well  known  that  in  their  own  country  no  individual  can  venture 
to  insult  or  ill  treat  the  civil  magistrates. 

3.  Circumstances,  however,  have  increased  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  such  con- 
duct ;  and  tiie  Commander  of  the  Forces  begs  that  the  officers  of  the  army  will  recollect 
that  the  operations  of  the  army  are  carried  on  within  the  territories  of  friendly  nowers, 
whose  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  invested  with  authority  are  as  strict  as  those  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  any  injury  done  or  insult  given  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
government,  will  be  attended  by  the  same  consequences  as  similar  conduct  would  in  Great 
Britain. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  begs  that  pains  may  be  taken  to  communicate  these 
orders  to  the  Portuguese  officers  and  troops,  as  well  as  the  British  ;  and  he  trusts  that  the 
Portuguese  will  pay  the  same  deference  and  respect  to  the  civil  authorities  in  SfMtin  as  all 
classes  of  persons  are  obliged  by  the  laws  of  Portugal  to  pay  to  the  civil  authorities  in  Por- 
tugal. 

5.  The  quartering  of  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  is  to  be  in  future  under  the  sunerin- 
tendence  of  the  Commandant  of  the  mounted  Staff  Corps,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Scovell  will  ap- 
point an  officer  of  the  corps  to  manage  the  details  of  tliat  duty. 
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Bathurst,  containing  a  complaint  against for  misapplication  of 

the  supplies  of  clothing  and  equipments  with  which  he  has  heen  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  troops  under  his  command. 

luttnictioDS  by  the  Q.  M.  G.  for  the  aMembly  of  the  allied  army. 
Major  Gen.  Anson^a  brigade  of  cavalry  will  move  from  Braga  on  the  13th  May,  by 
Ruivaet  and  Chavee,  and  will  arrive  at  Braganza  on  the  22d. 

Major  Gen.  Ponsonby^a  brigade  of  cavalry  will  move  from  Guimaraena  on  the  17th 
May,  by  Villa  Pou^a,  and  arrive  at  Bragansa  on  the  22d. 

Major  Gen.  Bock*a  brigade  of  cavalry  will  march  from  Santo  Tino  on  the  14th  May 
by  Villa  Real  and  Mirandella,  and  arrive  at  Outeiro  on  the  22d. 

The  horae  artillery  and  all  other  wheel  carriagea,  with  the  3  brigadea  of  cavalry  above 
mentioned,  will  join  and  move  with  Gen.  Bock  a  brigade. 

They  will  be  aaaiated,  if  neceaaary,  at  the  ravine  of  the  Tenella  river,  and  alao  at  that 
near  Mirandella,  by  the  infantry  of  the  5th  diviaion,  the  General  in  command  of  which  haa 
received  inatmctiona  to  that  effect 

Brig.  Gen.  Pack*a  brigade  of  Portogueae  in&ntry  will  march  on  the  ISth  May  from 
Penafiel  by  Amarante,  and  by  Villa  Pouqa  to  Bragansa,  where  it  ia  to  arrive  on  the  21at 

The  lat  diviaion  of  infantry  will  march  from  Viaeu  and  from  Blangualde  on  the  13th 
May,  and  having  paaaed  the  Doaro  at  Peso  da  Regoa,  it  will  proceed  by  Villa  Real  and 
Caiazedo  to  Bragansa,  where  it  ia  to  arrive  on  the  23d. 

Brig.  Gen.  d^Urban  will  be  pleaaed  to  move  forward  the  brigade  of  Portugueae  cavalry 
under  hia  ordera  to  Outeiro,  ao  aa  to  arrive  there  on  the  21at  May. 

Tlie  5th  diviaion  will  march  on  the  14  th  May  from  T^amego,  and  after  having  paaaed 
the  Douro  at  Peso  da  Regoa,  it  will  proceed  by  Villa  Reid  and  Mirandella  to  Outeiro, 
where  it  ia  to  arrive  on  the  23d. 

Brig.  Gen.  Bradford'a  brigade  of  Portugueae  in&ntry  will  march  on  the  17tfa  Blay  from 
Villa  Real,  by  Mirandella,  to  Outeiro,  ao  aa  to  arrive  there  on  the  2 lat. 

The  'Sd  diviaion  will  march  on  the  16th  May  from  Muimenta  da  Beira,  will  paaa  the 
Douro  at  S.  JcHo  da  Peaqueira  on  the  18th,  and  proceed  by  Villaflor  and  Limfto  to 
Vimioao,  where  it  ia  to  arrive  on  the  24th. 

But  the  artillery  and  all  other  wheel  carriages  belonging  to  the  diviaion  will  move  by 
the  road  leading  through  Torre  de  Moncorvo,  and  rejoin  the  diviaion  at  Vimioao. 

The  7th  diviaion  will  march  from  Moimenta  da  Serra  on  the  14th  May,  and  proceeding 
by  Trancoso  and  Villa  Nova  de  Fos  Goa  will  pass  the  Douro  at  Po^inho,  and  thence  pro« 
ceed  by  Torre  de  Moncorvo  to  Miranda  de  Douro,  where  it  will  arrive  on  the  23d. 

The  6th  diviaion  will  move  from  Coa  on  tlie  14th  May,  by  Trancoao  and  Villa  Nova 
de  Fos  Goa,  and  proceed,  after  creasing  the  Douro  at  Pofiitho^  by  Torre  de  Moncorvo  to 
Miranda  de  Douro,  where  it  ia  to  arrive  on  the  21th. 

The  4th  diviaion  will  paaa  the  Douro  at  the  Barca  de  Pofinho  on  the  20th  May,  and 
reach  Malhadoa  near  Miranda  de  Douro  on  the  25th. 

The  Huaaar  brigade  will  pasa  tlie  Douro  at  Poyinho  on  the  21at  and  22d  May,  and  bt 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Miranda  de  Douro  on  the  26th  and  27th. 

The  brigade  of  18  poundera,  the  reserve  brigade  of  artillery,  and  the  apare  ammunition 
which  haa  been  allotted  to  the  left  of  the  army ;  the  pontoon  train,  with  a  detachment  of 
aappera  and  minera,  and  the  Royal  Staff  corpa,  will  all  paaa  the  Douro  at  the  Barca  de 
Pofinho,  and  proceed  according  to  the  routea  which  have  been  iaaned  to  them,  leapectively, 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Miranda  de  Douro. 

Freneda.  ISth  May.  181S. 
Inatmctiona  for  the  march  of  the  troopa  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 
The  2d  division,  the  3  regimenta  of  Britiah  cavalry  under  Major  Gen.  Long,  with  Ca{it. 
Bean*a  troop  of  horae  artillery,  and  Major  Gen.  Morillo*a  Spaniah  corpa,  are  to  be  pot  in 
motion  ao  aa  to  arrive  at  Fuente  Boble  on  the  23d  May. 

Tlie  Portugueae  diviaion  of  infantry  under  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  including  2  brigades 
of  Portugueae  artillery,  and  the  6th  regt  of  Portugueae  cavalry,  are  to  march  aa  followa : 
May  18th.  Payo,  Pefiaparda,  fte. 
19th.  Saugo. 
20th.  Zamarra. 
2l8t.  Moraa-verdea. 

22d.  El  Villar  and  Moraleja,  on  the  Huebm  river  in  front  of  Tamames. 
The  artillery  of  the  Portugueae  diviaion  may  proceed  to  Fuente  Guinaldo  on  the  19di ; 
to  the  convent  of  La  Caridad,  near  Ciudad  Rodriso,  on  the  20th ;  and  to  Moras-venlea,  to 
rejoin  the  diviaion,  on  &e  21at.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  K.  Hill  will  be  ao  good  aa  to  give  the 
neceawry  orders  for  the  march  of  these  troopa,  and  cauae  a  copy  to  be  trauamitted  to  the 
Q.  M.  G. 

Tlie  4th  regt.  of  Portugueae  cavalry  not  being  yet  prepared  to  move,  will  receive  aepaimte 
ordera. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  485 

I  also  transmit  his  account  of  the  stores  he  has  received,  and  of  the 

mode  of  their  distrihution ;  and  a  letter  from  Mr. ,  containing  a  return 

of  the  issues  made  to  —  under  the  directions  of  Sir  H.  Wel- 

lesley ;  and  a  statement  of  the  strength  of  his  division  in  Nov.  1811,  and 
June,  1812. 

I  beg  you  will  communicate  such  parts  of  the  enclosure  in  the  Sec.  of 

State's  letter  as  you  may  think  proper  to ,  and  that  you  will 

endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  stores  have  been  applied  in  the  manner 
stated  by  him,  and  if  he  has  received  supplies  from  any  quarter  besides 
that  of  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Cadiz. 

As  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  in  justice  to 

^  that  the  circumstances  complained  of  should  be  thoroughly 

examined,  I  beg  you  will  adopt  such  measures  as  you  may  consider 
expedient  for  the  investigation  of  the  subject 

n^  J,G.  io  Sir  R.  H.  Ketmecfy,  Commiuary  Gtntral.  13th  Hay,  1813. 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  issue  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the  Commissariat  at  Liamego,  Celorico, , 
and  Almeida,  to  receive  into  store,  and  to  take  charge  of  the  greatcoats  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  several  divisions  of  infantry,  directed  to  be  sent  mto  store  at  those 
places  by  the  6.  O.  of  the  11th  inst. 

T%€  jt,Q,  to  Limit.  Col,  Sir  R.  Hilly  hrigadt  </  Hotmhold  oavahy,  I3fh  May,  1813. 

Uavine  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Marc^uis  of  Wellington  your  letter  of 
the  12th  mst.  and  enclosures,  conveying  an  application  for  leave  of  absence  to  Lieut. 

of  the  2d  regt.  of  Life  Guards,  to  proceed  to  England  on  urgent  private 

afllairs,  his  Lordship  has  directed  me  to  signify  to  you  in  answer,  that  he  is  sur- 
prised that  an  officer  should  think  proper  to  make  application  for  leave  of  absence 
at  the  pesent  moment,  when  the  army  is  on  the  point  of  taking  the  field ;  and  his 

Lordship  has  further  directed  me  to  desire  that  Lieut. may  be  called  upon 

to  state  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  of  urgency  which  have  induced  him  to  solicit 
leave  of  absence  from  his  corps. 

TV  J,G.  to  Litta.  Col,  Rooktf  A,A,0,,  2d  divinom,  13th  Blay,  1813. 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  inst  and  enclosed  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
(herewith  returned)  held  at  Coria,  to  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the 

murder  of  private  — »  and  the  wounding  of  private of  the 

39th  regt,  by  a  Spaniard  attached  to  the  Commissariat  department,  have  been 
referred  by  me  to  Gen.  Alava,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  mode  by  wliich 
justice  may  be  obtained  against  the  ofiender,  and  the  following  has  been  recom- 
mended by  him  as  the  regular  way  of  proceeding : 

The  tesdmonv  of  such  persons  as  can  give  evidence  aeainst  the  person  accused, 
as  well  as  those  ne  may  think  proper  to  cdl  upon  in  hb  defence,  should  be  drawn 
up  in  writing  before  the  Alcalde  of  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed,  and 
the  Commissary  of  the  division  to  whicn  the  accused  person  is  attached ;  the  ac- 
cused person  himself  being  present,  and  permitted  to  put  such  questions  to  the 
parties  under  examination  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  his  justification.  These 
mformations,  after  bavins  been  regularly  sworn  to,  and  signed  by  the  parties  de- 
posing, are  to  be  transmitted  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  b^ing  submitted  to  Gen. 
CasttSios  (Captain  General  of  the  province  where  the  murder  was  committed),  who 
will  be  requested  to  cause  a  Court  Martial,  composed  of  Spanish  officers,  to 
assemble.  The  written  examinations  will  be  laid  oefore  the  Court  Martial  so 
assembled,  and  judgment  will  be  pronounced  upon  the  case. 

To  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Bart,  R.E.         Camp  of  the  Pontoon  Tram,  Uth  May,  ]  813. 
Learning  from  Gen.  Murray  that  it  was  possible  that  the  pontoon  train 
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might  be  in  readiness  to  move  to-morrow,  I  came  over  here  this  afternoon 
in  order  that  1  might  see  it,  and  might  not  delay  it  It  is  clear,  however, 
that  the  train  will  not  be  ready  to  move  till  the  day  after  to-morrow,  on 
which  day  I  wish  it  to  move  by  the  road  fixed  upon  by  Gen.  Murray,  and 
which  you  were  to  reconnaitre  this  day.  There  is  one  pontoon  quite 
rotten,  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  leave  behind  here. 

20  pairs  of  wheels,  if  Col.  Dickson  can  spare  as  many,  would  set  the 
train  up  in  that  respect  completely.  As  this  equipment  is  so  important, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  desirable  that  Col.  Dickson  should  give  all  the 
wheels  it  requires,  taking  from  it  the  bad  wheels  to  be  used  in  his  reserve 
artillery  and  spore  carriages  till  they  can  be  replaced  by  others. 

Lieut.  Piper  appears  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  bullocks  answer  equally 
well  with  the  horses.  In  my  opinion,  the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to 
leave  with  the  train  both  the  horses  and  oxen ;  more  particularly,  as  it 
appeared  from  Col.  Dickson's  report  of  yesterday,  that  he  had,  within  a 
very  small  number,  a  suflficiency  of  horses  to  draw  all  his  artillery  car- 
riages. If  this  should  be  practicable,  the  pontoons  should,  in  general,  be 
drawn  by  the  oxen,  and  the  horses  should  be  used  only  when  absolutely 
necessary;  and  the  horses  accompanying  the  pontoons  might  be  as  a 
reserve  for  the  service  in  general,  but  marching  with  the  pontoons  to  aid 
them  in  case  of  difficulty. 

In  case  the  train  can  march  to-morrow,  it  had  better  move  a  short 
distance  by  the  proposed  road; 

n«  A.G,  to  Liemi,  Gen.  the  Hon,  Sir  G,  L.  Cole,  K.B.,  4ih  dmtiom.        Uth  May,  1813. 
Having  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commander  of 

the  Forces  your  letter  of  the  1 2th  inst  and  its  enclosures,  fix>m  Col. ,  of  the 

—  regt.,  I  have  received  dircK^tions  from  his  Excellency  to  dgnify  to  you  in  answer, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  Col.  — >,  and  the  other  persons  called  upoe 

Q.  O.  FkeMda,  UUi  May,  I81S. 

X  All  the  inconveiiiences  felt  by  the  regimenti  in  receiving  men  from  general  bofpitals 
widiout  clgtfaing,  neceisariet,  or  accoatrementf,  and  tiie  inconvenienoei  and  delays  expe- 
rienced in  the  eettlement  of  the  accounts  of  soldiers  to  be  sent  home  as  invalids,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  originate  in  the  neglect  of  the  officers  commanding  companies,  to  the  duties 
ordered  by  these  orders. 

3.  Measures  have  lately  been  adopted  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  duties  ordered  by 
the  G.  O.  of  this  army,  of  the  17th  Dec.  1809 ;  aud  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  declares 
bis  mtention  to  have  a  note  taken  of  the  name  of  any  c^cer  who  may  neglect  the  per- 
formance of  this  necessary  duty  in  future,  and  to  bring  the  conduct  of  such  officer  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  upon  every  occasion  on  which  his  claims  for 
promotion  may  be  brought  forward. 

4.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  desires,  tiiat  on  tiie  receipt  of  this  order,  the  officers 
commanding  at  the  hospital  stations  of  Coimbra^  Viseu,  Celorico,  Castello  Branco, 
Abrantes,  Santarem,  and  at  Lisbon,  will  have  Boards  of  officers  appointed  to  survey  and 
report  upon,  and  frame  registers  of  the  Purveyor*s  stores,  as  ordered  by  the  G.  O.  of  the 
I7th  Dec.  1809. 

5.  In  future,  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  several  hospital  stations  are  to  visit  the 
dep3ts  of  arms,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries,  in  charge  of  the  Purveyors  at  the  several 
hospital  stations,  at  least  once  in  each  week,  and  to  see  that  tiiey  are  regularly  kept ;  and 
the  Commanding  officers  at  the  hospital  stations  must  take  care  that  when  soldiers  are  sent 
from  the  hospital  to  join  their  regiments^  they  take  with  than  their  own  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  necessaries. 

6.  The  officers  of  the  Piweyor*s  department  are  reminded  that,  as  public  officers,  they 
are  personally  responsible  for  the  articles  of  soldiers*  necessaries,  accoutrements,  and  arms, 
placed  in  their  charge;,  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  declares  his  intention  of 
making  them  pay  for  the  losses  and  damage  which  these  articles  will  sustain  while  in  their 
charge. 
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'by  Lieut.  — — ,  dioukl  prooeed  to  Lisbon  for  the  purpose  of  appearing  as  witnesses 
in  that  officer's  defence  at  his  ensuing  trial.  It  wul  be  sufficient  that  those  persons 
should  appear  before  a  Portuguese  magistrate  to  be  interrogated  by  the  party 
accused :  their  interrogations  and  their  answers  committed  to  writing,  and  duly 
signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  deposing  parties  respectively,  will  be  considered  by  a 
Portuguese  tribunal  simdent  evidence  to  authorise  it  to  pronounce  judgment  on  the 
case.  This  being  the  mode  of  proceeding  pointed  out  by  the  laws  of  Portugal, 
where  the  personal  attendance  of  witnesses  cannot  be  conveniently  obtained,  the 
inconvenience  to  the  service  contemplated  in  your  letter  may  be  readily  obviated ; 
and  in  reference  to  what  personally  concerns  Col.  — —  in  the  transaction  which 
took  place  at  Villa  Franca,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  directed  me  to  observe 

that,  as  no  charge  has  been  regularly  preferred  against  Col.  by  the  Juiz  de 

Fora,  his  persomJ  attendance  at  the  trial  of  Lieut.  — —  on  that  account  will  not  be 

His  Ezcellencv  desires  that  Ldeut may  be  directed  to  proceed  to  Lbbon 

forthwith,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  inst., 
addressed  to  Col. . 

To  the  liinister  at  War,  Cadis.  Freneda,  15th  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Regency,  a 
letter  which  I  have  received  from  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos,  in  which  he  has 
encloeed  letters  from  Gen.  Don  P.  A.  Giron,  and  a  correspondence 
between  that  officer  and  the  Intendant  of  Galicia,  in  regard  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  resources  of  that  province. 

I  have  requested  Gen.  Castanos,  in  answer  to  that  letter,  to  remind  the 
Intendant  of  the  decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  Jan.,  and  of  the  orders 
of  government  of  the  15th  Feb.,  and  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  Minister  at  War  to  me  of  the  2d  April,  under  which  the  Captains 
General  of  the  Provinces  are  made,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  respon- 
sible for  the  realization  of  the  revenues  of  the  provinces.  And  I  have 
urged  Gen.  Castanos  to  inform  the  Intendant  of  Galicia  that  he  will  be 
held  responsibl'e  for  obedience  to  his  orders  in  all  matters  placed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Captains  General  of  the  Provinces,  by  the 
decrees  of  the  Cortes  and  the  orders  of  the  government 

The  private  letter  from  the  Adj.  Gen.  Don  Pascual  Enrile  of  the  7th, 
refers  to  an  arrangement  which  I  desired  might  be  made  for  the  supply 
of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Coruiia,  under  which  I  engaged  to  supply  the 
articles  required  for  their  food  by  importations  to  Coruiia,  provided  that 
the  money  which  had  hitherto  been  expended  in  their  support  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Galician  army.  The  government  will  see  that  the 
Intendant  would  not  come  into  this  arrangement ;  and  they  will  also  see  in 
this  letter  ample  cause  for  interference  to  prevent  the  corruption  of  the 
morals  of  the  people,  and  other  evil  consequences  likely  to  flow  from 

Q.  M.  O.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.a  FraiMda,  iMh  May.  181S. 

I  think  it  not  imponible  that  tiw  movement  of  your  corps  may  be  deferred  a  little.  At 
least,  as  it  stands  now,  it  will  be  2  or  3  days  more  forward  than  that  of  the  left  of  the  army, 
on  account  of  our  pontoon  train  getting  on  so  badly. 

It  appears  to  me  that  your  corns  coming  ud  the  Pass  of  Bafios  will  at  once  put  the 
enemy  upon  the  alert,  which  it  would  be  desirable  should  not  take  place  until  every  other 
part  of  the  army  is  as  forward  as  possible. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  nave  been  with  Lord  Wellington,  who  desires  that  you  will 
limit  the  movements  (which  I  observe  by  the  arrangement  sent  me  are  to  commence  to- 
morrow) to  the  closing  up  of  your  cantonments,  and  that  you  will  then  suspend  them 
imtil  you  hear  further  from  hence. 
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the  unrestrained  communication  with  the  prisoners  spread  through  the 
provinces. 

Upon  transmitting  these  papers,  to  be  laid  before  the  government,  I 
request  jou  again  to  call  their  attention  to  my  address  of  the  11th  April, 
in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  government  of  the  2d  of  that  month. 

It  is  more  than  ever  obvious  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  government 
should  explain  themselves  in  regard  to  the  charges  to  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  provinces  allotted  for  the  armies ;  and  should  arm  the 
Captains  General  of  the  Provinces  with  full  powers,  to  be  executed  under 
strict  responsibility,  to  control  the  conduct  of  the  Intendants  of  the  pro- 
vinces in  every  respect. 

I  have  lately  transmitted,  to  be  laid  before  the  government,  reports  of 
the  state  of  the  resources  of  all  the  provinces  freed  from  the  enemy,  in 
which  they  will  see  ample  ground  for  an  alteration  of  system ;  and  if  the 
further  interference  of  the  Cortes  should  be  necessary,  1  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  government  to  communicate  with  the  legislature  on  the 
subject 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  clothing,  the  equipment,  and  the 
discipline  of  the  troops ;  and  much  has  been  done  in  the  last  3  months  to 
prepare  a  Spanish  army  for  the  field.  But  all  our  eflfbrts  have  failed  to 
produce  resources  adequate  at  all  to  maintain  them  in  the  field ;  and  I 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  government  to  revert  to  the  letters  which  I 
addressed  to  them  on  the  2'Jth  Dec.  1812,  and  24th  April.  Every  day's 
experience  convinces  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  expect  to  maintain  a 
Spanish  army  in  the  field,  excepting  by  the  resources  of  Spain  itself. 

Great  Britain,  owing  to  the  misfortunes  of  the  world,  and  particularly 
to  tlie  unfortunate  situation  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  cannot  procure  specie 
to  give  the  assistance  which  is  required  of  her,  and  to  defray  her  own 
expenses  in  the  war ;  and  it  is  wiUi  difiSculty,  and  by  cramping  every 
branch  of  the  service,  that  I  am  enabled  to  perform  the  King's  engage- 
ments to  his  allies.  I  must  observe,  likewise,  with  that  frankness  with 
which  I  am  accustomed  to  address  the  government,  that  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  expect  pecuniary  sacrifices  from  Great  Britain,  when  it  is  obvious  that 
the  country  possesses  resources  which,  if  duly  administered,  and  really 
applied  to  the  object  of  maintaining  troops  in  the  field,  would  be  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

ITie  campaign  is  about  to  open.  The  troops  are  all  in  march,  and  I 
now  foretell  to  the  government  what  will  be  the  consequence.  For  a 
short  time,  and  while  the  harvest  shall  be  on  the  ground,  the  troops  will 
be  maintained  by  means  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail ;  but  which  will 
deteriorate  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  and  will  be  equally  distressing  to 
the  General  officers  who  must  sanction  them,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  who  will  have  to  bear  the  burthen.  This  resource  will  last,  how- 
ever, but  a  short  time ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  Spanish  troops 
must  be  dispersed,  or  must  be  sent  to  the  rear  for  want  of  support. 

What  will  then  happen  it  is  impossible  at  this  moment  to  foresee ;  but 
as  I  am  not  myself  deceived  by  appearances,  I  am  anxious  that  the  govern- 
ment should  know  the  real  situation  of  affairs,  and  that  they  should  adopt 
early  meas\ires  to  insure  those  resources  for  the  armies  which  I  know  the 
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eountrj  can  afford,  and  which  it  is  obviouB  require  only  a  due  adminis- 
tration of  them  in  order  to  be  realised. 

To  Lieut  Gtn.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.&  Fraieda,  16th  May,  181a. 

Qen.  O'Donelly  who  is  by  this  time  on  his  way  from  Seville,  will  cross 
the  Tagus  at  Almaraz,  and  proceed  from  thence  across  the  Tietar  by  Pla- 
sencia  on  Banos,  &c.  He  will  not  arrive  for  some  days;  but  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  have  all  the  information  you 
have  been  able  to  acquire  regarding  the  fords,  bridges,  and  barcas  on  the 
Tietar,  and  the  roads  leading  to  them,  in  order  that  I  may  send  it  to  Gen. 
O'DoneU. 

To  MtfriMd  Sir  W.  C.  Btndotd,  K.B.  Freneda,  leth  Blay,  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Gen.  Alava  in  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  magistrate  of  Lamego  towards  certain 
Spanish  muleteers  attached  to  the  5th  division. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  not  only  would  the  allied  army  be  unable  to 
enter  upon  its  operations,  but  to  defend  even  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  assistance  of  the  Spanish  muleteers ;  and  yet  there 
is  no  class  of  persons  so  ill  used  as  they  are  by  the  corrupt  Portuguese 
magistracy. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  put  the  matter  referred 
to  in  the  enclosed  letter  in  a  train  of  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  have  the 
magistrate  at  Lamego  punished  for  his  misconduct. 

To  Brig.  GtD.  Inglii.  Rrooeda,  16th  May,  1818. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  you 

are  President,  on  the  trial  of  Lieut of  the  —  regt.,  whom  the  Court 

have  recommended  for  mercy,  having  found  him  guilty  of  *  behaving  in 
a  manner  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman.' 

I  would  beg  the  Court  to  observe,  that  supposing  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent  to  be  inclined  to  attend  to  their  recommendation,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  the  officers  of  the  — ^  or  of  any  other  regiment,  will  like 

much  to  associate  with  Lieut ;  and  this  act  of  the  Court  may  be 

injurious  to  the  authority  of  the  Prince  Regent,  or  to  the  feelings  of  any 
regiment  in  which  Lieut  —  may  be  placed. 

I  acknowledge  that  upon  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Mar- 
tial, it  appears  to  me  that  the  case  against  Lieut is  not  proved.    I 

am  inclined  to  believe  that  Lieut has  been  engaged  in  a  description 

of  traffic  very  improper  for  an  officer  of  the  army,  in  connexion  with 
the  quarter  master  of  the  regiment ;  and  that  transactions  were  carried 
on  between  them,  and  accoimts  existed,  which  have  not  come  to  light     It 

is  proved  that  Lieut had  the  permission  of  the  quarter  master  to 

apply  to  his  private  purposes  the  money  sent  to  Lisbon  for  the  payment 
of  the  regimental  debt  due  to  Mr.  ~— ;  and  it  is  likewise  obvious  that 

Lieut declared  his  readiness  to  pay  Mr. 's  demand.      Under 

these  circumstances,  although  Lieut 's  conduct  was  improper,  it  has 

not  been  proved  as  charged  in  the  first  charge ;  and  the  sentence  ought 
probably  to  be  modified  accordingly. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


490  PORTUGAL. 

In  the  evidence  on  the  third  charge  there  is  an  appearance  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  tranaactiona  to  which  I  have  aboye  referred ;  and  it  is  proved 

that  Lieut. ,  having  these  transacticms  with  the  quarter  master,  did 

send  to  the  paymaster  of  the  regiment  a  statement  of  debts  from  the 
officers  of  the  regiment,  to  be  recovered  by  the  quarter  master  to  the 
amount  charged  against  him  in  the  estimate ;  and  upon  the  whole  I  con- 
ceive that  it  would  be  best  for  the  Court  to  modify  their  8o:itience. 

Au  6^  Don  P.  A.  Giron.  Fraieda,  ce  16  Mai,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  9,  et  le  GkSn.-Castanos  m'a  envoyc^  celle  que 
vous  lui  avez  torite,  sur  vos  discussions  avec  I'lntendant  de  la  Galice. 
J'ai  d^j^  ^rit  au  gouvemement  Ui-dessus ;  et  j'en  espere  des  bons  re- 
sultats.  Nos  vivres  seront  k  la  Corogne ;  mais  nous  n'en  donnerons  pas 
pour  les  prisonniers  Fran^ais,  k  moins  que  ce  ne  soit  pour  vous  donner  de 
I'argent 

J'ai  d^jk  ordonn^  au  Commissaire  Gc^n.  d'etre  pn^par^  k  vous  donner 
encore  100,000  duros  vers  les  demiers  jours  de  Juin.  Je  vous  prie  de 
faire  dire  k  vos  marchands  de  la  Corogne  de  se  mettre  en  communication 
avec  M.  White,  notre  Commissaire  Ik,  pour  ce  qui  regarde  Targent  qu'ils 
ont  k  donner  pour  des  billets  sur  I'Angleterre. 

Quoique  je  sois  toujours  ici,  nos  troupes  sont  toutes  en  marche  du  c6t($ 
du  nord  du  Douro ;  et  le  Quartier  Gt^ral,  qui  doit  rester  ici  jusqu'au 
dernier  moment,  se  mettra  en  mouvement  dsma  3  ou  4  jours.  Notre  pont 
nous  a  caus«S  du  retard,  mais  il  est  anivt^  k  Sabugal,  et  est  encore  en  marche. 

To  the  Minifter  at  War,  Cadis.  Fieneda,  l«th  May,  1813. 

In  addition  to  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  you  yesterday  in  regard 
to  the  state  df  the  finances  in  Galicia,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Regency  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Capt  Gen.  Castanos,  that  the 
Intendant  of  Galicia  may  be  removed  from  his  office,  and  Don  Juan  de 
San  Martin  may  be  appointed  to  fill  it  There  certainly  appears  some- 
thing very  extraordinary  and  inconsistent  in  his  statements. 

I  have  besides  to  observe  upon  this  point,  that  it  is  positively  stated  by 
the  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  P.  A.  Giron,  that  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
with  their  regiments  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  have  received  no  pay  since 
the  month  of  January  last. 

To  Earl  Batfaunt  Freneda,  16th  May,  1813. 

Lord  W.  Bentinck  has  sent  me,  in  a  letter  of  the  13th  April,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy,  copies  of  his  dispatches  to  Lord  Castlereagh  (marked 
secret  and  separate)  of  the  24th  Feb.  1813.  I  acknowledge  tha^  I  don't 
see  any  thing  in  the  former  of  these  dispatches  to  induce  me  to  alter  the 
opinion  which  I  had  formed  on  the  state  of  afl&drs  in  Italy ;  and  from  the 
latter  it  would  appear  that  Murat,  at  least,  thought  himself  sufficiently 
strong  to  attack  the  allies. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  number  of  men  Lord  W.  Bentinck  could 
bring  into  the  field  in  the  south  of  Italy,  supposing  the  allied  British  and 
Sicilian  corps  now  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain  were  returned  to  him. 
But  from  what  I  see  in  the  papers  above  referred  to,  and  knowing  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  491 

Gen.  Oarnier  has  been  withdrawn  from  Italy,  it  is  my  opinion  that  he 
ought  not  to  land  in  Italy  with  less  than  from  30,000  to  40,000  men, 
well  equipped  in  every  respect  with  cannon,  cavalry,  &c. 

There  is  very  little  in  the  paper  enclosed  in  Lord  William's  dispatch 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  the  24th  Feb. ;  but  that  little  shows  that  in  the 
first  effort  at  least  we  should  have  to  depend  solely  upon  our  own  means ; 
and  those  means  must  be  sufficiently  strong  to  overcome  all  opposition 
to  be  reasonably  expected,  otherwise  I  think  it  may  be  inferred  from  the 
same  paper,  not  only  that  we  should  have  no  assistance  from  the  country, 
but  that  as  far  as  their  resources  would  go,  the  people  of  the  country 
would  assist  the  enemy. 

You  will  see  throughout  the  paper  that  the  people  of  the  country  look 
for  the  protection  of  some  power  against  the  French,  and  it  is  stated  that 
they  prefer  the  protection  of  Great  Britain  to  that  of  Austria.  This  I 
perfectly  understand.  The  Austrians  would  require  from  them  assistance 
in  money  and  provisions,  and  would  insist  upon  their  allegiance,  and 
upon  governing  them,  in  return  for  their  protection.  It  is  supposed  that 
we,  as  we  have  elsewhere,  would  at  least  defray  the  expense  of  the  army 
by  means  of  which  we  should  protect  them ;  and  probably,  besides,  aid 
them  with  a  subsidy. 

The  south  of  Italy  is,  for  many  reasons,  probably  the  best  scene  of 
operations  for  a  British  army,  excepting  the  Spanish  Peninsula;  and  it  is 
certainly  a  question  of  means  wheUier  the  British  government  will  un- 
dertake any  operations  in  that  quarter,  on  the  scale  to  which  I  have  above 
referred.  It  may  be  depended  upon,  that  if  they  are  commenced  on  a 
smaller  scale,  or  with  any  other  intention  than  to  persevere  to  the  last, 
and  to  increase  the  means  of  opposing  the  French  in  Italy  to  the  utmost, 
by  raising,  clothing,  and  feeding  armies  of  the  natives  of  Italy,  or  by 
enabling  others  to  raise,  clothe,  and  feed  them,  the  plan  will  fidl,  and  our 
troops  would  be  forced  to  embark  with  loss  and  disgrace, 

P.S.  Upon  referring  to  the  letters  from  L©rd  W.  Bentinck,  I  find  that 
they  are  addressed  to  your  Lordship,  and  not  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

7%e  A.Q,  to  Col,  JrmtKkiidt,  !</  hutan,  K.G.L.  I6th  May,  1813. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  purposes  to  review  the  Ught  division  to-morrow, 

O.  O.  Franeda.  ITtfa  May.  181S. 

4.  The  frequent  neglect  of  the  officeit  of  tbe  junior  rankf  of  the  anny  to  porfonn  those 
dutiet  required,  hat  been  attended  bj  the  most  lerioui  and  diftremng  couaequencet ;  and 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  had  hoped  that  the  orders  of  the  army,  and  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  their  superiors,  and  their  own  reflections,  would  have  taught  them  to  pay  more 
attention,  and  that  he  should  not  have  had  occadon  in  fbtuie  to  com^ain  at  these  n^lects. 

6.  The  duty  of  reporting  a  detachment  on  its  march  to  the  Commandant  of  every  mili- 
tary station  through  which  it  passes,  is  prescribed  and  practised  in  every  army,  wherever 
statioDed ;  and  it  is  particularly  enjoined  in  this  army,  fbr  reasons  to  which  it  is  not  now 
necessary  to  advert,  but  which  are  sufficiently  detailed  in  the  6. 0.  upon  the  subject 

6.  Inadvertency  is  no  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  this  or  any  other  duty,  however  fre* 
qnently  it  may  be  alleged ;  and  as  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  toh  reason  to  ac- 


knowledge the  seal  and  good  intention  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  he  has  to  lament  and 
complain  of  their  inadvertency  only  for  the  various  n^lects  from  which  tibe  service  suffers 
so  seriously  :  it  is  their  business  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  orders  for  the  guidance 
of  their  conduct  on  every  duty  on  which  they  may  be  employed,  axA  if  they  will  only 
turn  their  mind  towards  and  reflect,  each  upon  his  own  businivs,  they  will  soon  find  that 
the  performance  of  essential  duties,  and  the  obedience  to  orden^  will  not  escape  their  me- 
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the  17th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  on  the  Espeja  pbdn ;  and  his  Excellency  it 
desirous  of  seeing  the  1st  hussars  under  anns,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  in  as 
great  strength  as  can  be  mustered.  I  am  to  dedre,  therefore,  that  you  will  nunt^ 
with  the  1st  hussars,  so  as  to  be  on  the  ground  at  the  appointed  time.  The  place 
where  Uie  Liorht  division  are  to  aaMmble  may  be  ascertained  on  application  to 
Mhjot  Gen.  C.  Alten. 

7%«  jt.Q>  t9  Copt.  Broumf  B^bm,  16di  May,  1813. 

With  a  view  to  insure  regularity  ni  the  mode  of  accounting  for  men  belonging 
to  this  army,  who  may  from  time  to  time  be  sent  to  England  invalided,  I  have  to 
request  that  a  register  of  invalided  men  may  be  kept  at  the  depdt  at  Bc^em,  a  fonn 
of  which  register  is  herewith  transmitted.  A  certun  number  of  pages  in  the 
Tegbter  is  to  be  set  apart  for  each  regiment  and  corps,  and  the  men's  names  are  to 
be  inserted  by  regiments  and  corps  according  to  the  date  of  embarkation  or  removal 
firom  the  depdt.  In  transmitting  to  you  this  form  of  register  I  beg  you  will  under- 
itand  tlmt,  if  it  should  appear  to  you  that  it  is  susceptime  of  being  altered  for  the 
better,  I  shall  be  glad  to  attend  to  your  suggestions  on  the  subject,  my  sole  object 
being  to  establish  at  the  depdt  at  Belem  a  document  so  framed  as  to  be  handy  for 
reference,  and  at  the  same  time  affording  all  necessary  information  as  to  the  date 
of  embaikation  and  other  particulars  regarding  invalided  men.  It  will  be  desirable 
that  the  register  should  commence  as  far  back  as  tiie  documents  in  the  Com- 
mandant's dRce  at  Belem  will  enable  you  to  make  the  entries  of  names,  date  of 
embarkation,  &c.,  with  the  necessary  degree  of  accuracy. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Freneda,  IStfa  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut 
Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher^  on  the  carriages  and  boats  of  the  pontoon  train  now 
with  this  army. 

As  &e  operations  of  the  army  will  depend  principally  on  the  efficiency 
of  this  train,  and  it  has  already  occasioned  a  delay  of  several  days,  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  dismanUe  some  of  the  carriages  of  the  artillery,  in 
order  to  equip  those  of  the  pontoon  train  with  wheels,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  measures  should  be  taken  to  send  to  Coruna  good  carriages,  con- 
structed as  proposed  by  Lieut.  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  for  18  pontoons  of 
the  large  size,  and  20  new  pontoons  with  their  carriages. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  IStii  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  memorandum  from  Lieut  — ,  of  the  —  regt, 

whom  I  have  ordered  to  Lisbon  to  report  himself  to  you  as  being  in 
readiness  to  take  his  trial  according  to  the  Portuguese  law,  for  his  con- 
duct at  Villa  Franca  in  December  last 

You  will  see  in  his  memorandum  the  statement  of  the  grievances  upon 
him,  in  consequence  of  the  apparently  unnecessary,  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, cruel  delay,  in  bringing  him  to  trial;  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
lay  my  request  before  the  Portuguese  government,  that,  as  owing  to  these 

delays  all  the  persons  whom  Lieut might  call  upon  in  his  defence 

will  be  absent,  and  probably  at  a  great  distance  from  Lisbon,  in  the  ser- 

Q.  M.  6.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  l^.B.  Freneda,  ITth  May.  isis. 

Lord  Wellington  deiires  that  you  will  be  so  good  at  contiaue  the  movement  of  the 
troops  under  your  immediate  orders,  so  that  thote  destined  for  Fuente  Roble  may  reach  that 
place  on  the  24d)  init ;  and  those  destined  for  El  Villar  and  Monleta  may  arrive  at 
those  points  on  the  33d  intt 

I  big  you  will  be  to  good  as  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  A  copy  of  it  is 
transmitted  direct  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Moraleja  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  to  whom  you  will  of  course  also  communicate  yourotdeia. 
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vice  of  the  goyeniment  of  Portugal  and  its  allies,  the  Governors  of  the 
Kingdom  will  give  orders  that  ample  time  and  every  facility  may  he 

Iiutructiom  for  moyement     Memorandum  for  Lieut  Oeu.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B. 

Prenrda,  18th  May.  It  IS. 
The  1ft,  3d,  4th,  6th,  6th,  and  7th  diriBiana  of  infantry,  and  Gen.  Pack's  and  Gen.  Brad- 
ford*! bricpMlei^  and  Major  Gen.  Anson's,  Major  Gen.  Punsonby's,  Major  Gen.  Bock's,  and 
the  hussar  brigades  of  British  cavalry,  and  Brig.  Gen.  d'f  Trban's  brigade  of  Portuguese^ 
have  been  ordered  across  the  Douro,  together  with  a  brieadeof  18  pounders  and  the  pontoon 
train ;  and  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition,  as  will  be  made  known  hereafter  to  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham. 

These  troops  will  be  stationed  as  follows: 

rBrig.  Gen.  Pack's  brigade,  31st. 
AX  i>«.^««.  I  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade,  32d. 

JktBragaiua      .    <  Brig.  Gen.  Ponsonby's  lrigade»  3W- 
list  division  of  infantry,  24th. 


AtMalhadasand 
Miranda  de 
VOUfO  «      • 


(Gen.  Bock's  brigade,  32d. 
A*  n^^^^  J  G«n.  d'Urban's  Portuguese  brigade,  from  31st  to  38d. 

At  uotnrs  •     .     S  5th  airmoa  of  infantry,  Mth. 

iGen.  Bradford's  brigade,  3Ut. 

AtVimioso.     •     •  3d  division,  20tb. 

6th  division,  24th. 

7th  division,  2dd. 

Hussar  brigade,  27th. 

4th  divirion,  26th. 

18th  Portuguese  brigade,  21st  » 

Pontoon  train  not  ordered  farther  than  Villa  Velha,  on  the  road  to  Malhadas.  It  will  be 
at  Villa  Velha  between  the22d  and  24th. 

These  troops  have  then  received  orders  to  move  as  follows :  via. ;  the  left  from  Bragama, 
in  4  marches  on  Tabara,  where  the  cavalry  will  arrive  on  the  28th,  and  the  infantry  on 
the  29th. 

The  centre  at  Outeiro  and  Vimioso.  Those  at  Outeiro  in  4  marches  to  Losilla, 
where  the  cavalry  will  arrive  on  the  28th,  and  the  infimtry  on  the  29th.  Those  at  Vimioso 
in  3  marches  to  Losilla.  The  right  at  Malhadas  are  to  receive  their  detailed  instructions 
from  Lieut.  Col.  de  Lancey,  now  at  Miranda,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Carvigales  on  the  28th, 
29th,  and  36th. 

It  is  intended  to  lay  the  bridge  of  pontoons  at  the  Barca  de  Villal  Campo,  about  a  mile 
below  the  junction  of  the  Ssla  with  the  Duero^  where  it  is  expected  it  will  arrive  on 
the  30th. 

The  orders  for  the  movements  subsequent  to  the  24th,  and  those  given  by  the  Q.  M.  G. 
to  CoL  de  Lancey,  accompany  this  memorandum. 

A  magaxine  has  been  formed  at  Miraiidella,  and  another  at  Miranda  de  Douro.  The 
former  has  been  ordered  forward  to  Biagansa. 

The  troops  which  will  march  by  the  left  of  the  Douro,  being  the  2d,  Light,  and  the  Gonde 
de  Amarante*s  divisions  at  infantry,  and  Gen.  Slade's,  Gen.  Alten's,  Qm.  Look's,  and  the 
Household  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  CoL  Campbell's  Portuguese  brigsude,  will  arrive  at  Sala- 
manca the  27th,  fnm  whence  they  will  direct  their  march  towards  the  Barca  de  Villal 
Gampo^  whess  they  will  arrive  on  the  30th. 

The  object  of  these  movements  is  first  to  turn  the  enemy  *s  positions  on  the  Duero^  and 
next  to  secure  the  junction  of  the  right  of  the  army  witii  the  left,  as  far  up  the  river  as  nuiy 
be  practicable. 

Cant  Bfitchell  is  now  employed  in  the  examination  of  the  ibrds  and  other  passages  of 
theKSa. 

Head  quarters  will  move  with  that  part  of  the  army  which  soes  by  the  left  of  theDnero; 
and  there  is  now  a  communication  established  tnm  heuee  to  Miranda,  and  thence  to  Bra- 
nnsa.  As  head  quarters  will  move  forward,  a  communication  will  be  established  by 
Freixo  de  Sspadacinta,  which  will  fall  in  with  the  communication  from  Freueda  to 
Miranda  at  Fomos,  whoe  a  person  will  be  stationed. 

When  head  quarters  shall  arrive  at  Salamanca,  tbe  communication  will  be  carried  from 
thence  by  Bempoeta  to  Shidim,  on  the  road  to  Miranda,  where  another  person  will  be  posted. 

As  the  communication  will  thus  be  very  short  and  easy,  and  as  the  f\irther  operations  of 
the  left  of  the  army  will  depend  upon  circumstances,  further  instructions  wiU  be  seut  to 
Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  if  it  should  be  necessaij. 

Gen.  Giron,  with  the  Galiciau  army,  will  be  ordered  to  be  at  Beuavente  on  the  29th 
•ndSOtfa. 
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allowed  to  Lieut to  produce  such  evidence  as  he  maj  think  proper 

after  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  exact  charge  against  him. 

To  Lieut. .  Freneda,  I8th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  jour  memorial  of  the  16th  inst 

Every  independent  government  has  a  right  to  order  the  trial  of  any 
individual  residing  in  the  country  under  its  government  by  the  tribunals 
and  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  it  b  impossible  for  me  to 
interfere  in  any  manner  to  prevent  the  Portuguese  government  from 
bringing  you  to  trial  before  a  Portuguese  Court  for  your  conduct  at 
Villa  Franea. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  there  should  have  been  any  delay  in  bring- 
ing you  to  trial,  which  I  believe  is  owing  to  the  natural  progress  of  a 
proceeding  in  a  Portuguese  Court  of  Law,  and  not  to  any  desire  to 
oppress  you  or  to  deprive  you  of  any  evidence  which  you  may  think 
necessary  for  your  defence.  This  is  one  of  the  evil  consequences  of  your 
conduct  at  Villa  Franca. 

I  have  written,  however,  to  Sir  C.  Stuart,  His  Majesty's  minister  at 
Lisbon,  and  have  pointed  out  to  him  the  disadvantages  under  which  you 
will  labor  from  the  delay  of  your  trial ;  and  have  requested  that  he  will 
apply  to  the  Portuguese  government  that  you  may  have  time  given  to 
you  to  obtain  answers  to  such  interrogatories  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
put  to  such  persons  as  you  may  think  proper  to  have  examined  in  your 
defence. 

To  Earl  Batibunt  Freneda,  18th  Blay,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th,  in  regard  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange.     I  recollect  that  he  spoke  to  me  respecting  his  wish  to  join  the 

Q.  M.  6.  to  Lieut  Col.  De  Lanoey,  D.  Q.  M.  6.  FMoed*.  isth  May,  isis. 

Tou  will  find  by  the  accomponyiiig  routei  and  memorandumi,  that  I  have  giren  you  a 


good  deal  to  do.     I  know,  however,  by  experience^  that  you  will  get  well  through  it  all. 

I  send  you  copies  of  letters  I  have  written  to  Sir  L.  Cole  and  to  Major  Gen.  Hay,  desir- 
ing they  will  each  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  you  with  an  assistant.  You  had  perhaps  better 
send  the  copies  to  meet  ttiese  Generals  upon  their  march,  as  memorandums.  The  only 
alterations  1  am  apprised  of  having  occurred  since  you  left  this  are  the  following :  The  1st 
division  will  be  3  aays  later  in  reaching  Biagana  than  originally  ordered,  owing  to  un- 
avoidable delay  in  passing  the  Douro  at  Peso  da  Regoa ;  and  the  6tb  division  may,  possibly, 
be  one  day  later  in  arriving  at  Outeiro,  from  the  same  cause. 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Lieut  Col.  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Cathcart,  A.  Q.  M.  G.        ftmeds,  18th  May.  uu. 

You  will  be  so  good  ai  proceed  to  Braganza  as  soon  as  you  can  after  receiving  this  letter, 
and  continue  with  the  column  of  troops  which  are  to  assemble  at,  and  to  march  from  that 
place.  The  enclosed  route  will  point  out  to  you  the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  by  these 
troops ;  you  will  place  yourself  under  the  orden  of  the  senior  General  officos  piesspt  with 
these  troops,  and  you  will  continue  with  the  column  until  further  orders. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  you  should  see  Brig.  Gen.  d^ Urban  in  your  way  to  Bragansa, 
as  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  you,  probably,  witn  some  valuable  information  respecting  the 
route  which  the  column  from  that  place  is  to  move  by  ;  and  he  will  make  you  aware  also 
of  the  best  channels  for  obtaining  further  information.  Be  so  good,  likewise^  as  to  put 
yourself  in  communication  from  Braganza  with  Lieut.  CoL  De  Lancey,  who  is  stationed 
at  Miranda  de  Douro.  A  post  has  been  established  from  head  quarters  to  Braganza, 
through  Miranda  de  Douro,  l)y  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  reports  to  me  of  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  directed  upon  Bragansa;  and  transmit  to  me,  also,  such  other  informa- 
tion as  it  may  be  of  importance  that  I  should  be  made  acquainted  with. 

A  copy  €^  this  letter  will  be  seat  to  Major  Geu.  Bock  for  his  information. 
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Prussian  army^  when  the  probability  that  the  King  of  Prussia  would  take 
a  line  with  t^e  Russians  was  talked  of  here ;  and,  after  some  consideration, 
finding  that  he  was  anxious  to  go,  I  gave  my  consent,  provided  the  Prince 
Regent  should  approve  of  his  doing  so.  He  afterwards  received  the  ac- 
count of  the  Prussian  defection  from  the  French,  and  the  Prince  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  York  and  to  your  Lordship  on  the  4th  ult  It  appears  that 
you  had  not  received  these  letters  when  you  wrote  to  me  on  the  28th, 
and,  therefore,  I  conclude  that  the  letters  from  the  Prince's  gentleman  to 
M.  Fagel  must  have  referred  to  my  conversations  with  the  Prince  before 
we  were  certain  of  the  line  taken  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  must  have 
been  written  before  the  Prince  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  York,  or  I  to  your 
Lordship,  on  that  subject. 

I  don't  recollect  to  have  mentioned  to  the  Prince,  or  to  any  body,  that 
I  had  had  any  communication  with  you  respecting  his  return  to  England ; 
and  as  I  find  that  his  father  has  not  written  to  him  by  the  mail  which 
brought  mine  of  the  28th,  I  don't  propose  to  speak  to  him  respectmg  his 
departure  till  the  next  mail  shall  arrive. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  appears  to  me  to  have  a  very  good  understand- 
ing ;  he  has  had  a  very  good  education,  his  manners  are  very  engaging, 
and  he  is  liked  by  every  person  who  i^proaches  him :  such  a  man  may 
become  any  thing ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  very  young,  and  can 
have  no  experience  in  business,  particularly  in  the  business  of  revo- 
lutions; he  is  very  shy  and  diffident;  and  I  don't  know  that  it  will  not  be 
a  disadvantage  to  him  to  place  him  in  a  situation  in  which  he  is  to  be  at 
the  head  of  great  concerns  of  this  description ;  and  that  too  much  is  not 
to  be  expected  from  him.  The  worst  that  can  happen  to  him,  in  my 
opinion,  is,  that  he  should  remain  long  in  England ;  and  if  it  had  been 
arranged  ihat  he  should  go  to  the  Prussian  army,  and  his  fitther  had  not 
been  in  London,  I  should  have  advised  him  on  his  departure  to  stay  in 
London  as  short  a  time  as  was  possible,  and  to  keep  himself  quite  clear 
of  cabals  and  disputes ;  and  I  am  sure  he  would  have  done  as  I  should 
desire  him.  His  father  being  there,  things  are  different;  and  as  he  is 
looked  to  as  the  head  of  the  insurrection  in  Holland,  he  will  have  to  wait 
in  London,  of  course,  till  there  shall  be  some  appearance  of  such  an  in- 
surrection. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Freneda,  19th  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  May,  and  I  have  perused  the 
proposed  regulation  for  the  collection  of  the  direct  taxes  in  Portugal.  In 
my  opinion  it  does  not  go  to  the  objects  I  have  in  view.  These  were  to 
draw  from  the  merchants  in  particular,  and  other  proprietors  in  the  great 
towns,  the  real  tenth  of  the  income  of  each.  This  regulation  goes  only 
to  levy  from  the  commercio  and  other  bodies  the  taxes  laid  on  those  bodies. 
Why  should  the  nobleman  or  land  proprietor  pay  a  tenth  of  his  income. 

Instructions  for  the  morement  of  the  troops  cantoned  between  the  G>a  and  die  Agueda, 
and  of  head  quarters.  Frened*,  19th  May.  isiS. 

Blajor  Gren.  V.  Alten's  brigade  of  Light  cavalrr,  the  light  diYision,  a  body  of  sappen 
and  miners,  the  brigade  of  Household  cavalry,  and  a  troop  of  reserve  artillery,  will  march 
to-morrow  by  the  routes  transmitted  to  them,  and  arrive  on  the  23d  uist.  at  San  Mufioi. 
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and  the  merchant  not  the  hundredth  of  his  ?  Why  should  the  commereio 
be  taxed  as  a  corporation  ?  Hub  is  the  great  evil,  for  which  the  proposed 
regulation  is  no  remedy. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Freneda,  19di  May,  1813. 

The  bridge  of  pontoons  arrived  at  Sabugal  on  the  13th,  and  the  repairs 
which  it  required  occasioned  the  necessity  for  a  halt  on  the  14th  and  15th. 
It  has  since  continued  its  march,  however,  and  all  the  troops  are  in 
motion ;  and  I  trust  that  the  whole  army  will  be  collected  on  the  Duero, 
having  a  bridge  on  that  river,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Zamora,  with  the 
Spanish  army  of  Galicia  in  communication  with  the  left  of  the  allied 
British  and  Portuguese  army,  by  the  end  of  this  month. 

The  3d  Spanish  army,  under  the  command  of  the  Duque  del  Parque, 
has  commenced  its  movements,  and  was  on  the  8th  inst  with  its  right  at 
Alcaraz,  and  its  left  at  La  Carolina.  The  cavalry  are  covering  the  move- 
ment at  Manzanares. 

The  enemy  occasionally  send  a  small  body  of  troops  into  Toledo ;  but 
there  has  been  no  material  alteration  ia  their  position  for  some  time  past. 

To  Lieut  GkD.  Sir  T.  Orahaxn,  K.a  Freneda,  30th  Bfay,  1813. 

I  received  last  night  an  account,  that  one  division  of  the  army  of  the 
Centre  had  arrived  at  Valladolid  on  the  11th,  and  that  the  head  quarters 
of  the  army  of  the  South  had  been  moved  from  Arevalo  to  Rueda.  The 
first  of  these  facts  has  been  confirmed  by  accounts  received  this  morning ; 
the  last  has  not  been  mentioned. 

But  adverting  to  the  facility  which  the  enemy  have  of  collecting  their 
force  upon  Toro  and  Zamora,  and  of  operating  either  upon  the  left  or  the 
right  of  the  Duero,  and  the  length  of  time  which  would  elapse  to  bring 
our  bridge  back  to  the  passage  of  Espedacinta,  supposing  it  should  be 
necessary,  after  all,  to  pass  the  right  of  the  army  there,  I  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  order  14  of  the  pontoons  and  a  proportion  of  the  establish- 
ment to  halt  at  Espadacinta,  which  will  be  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  the 
river  there :  19  boats  will  proceed  on,  which  will  be  more  than  sufficient 
either  for  the  passage  of  the  Duero  at  the  Barca  de  Villal  Campo,  or  for 
that  of  the  Esk. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum,*  showing  the  carriages  of  the  reserve  artil- 
lery which  will  cross  the  Douro  at  Foz  Coa,  and  the  days  on  which  they 
will  arrive  at  Malhadas. 

To  ICanhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Freneda,  30di  May,  1813. 

I  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial  on  the  trial 

*  See  p.  498. 

Ifemoiaiidiim.  Freneda,  tOtfa  May,  ItlS. 

Hm  bead  qoartert  of  tlie  army,  with  tiie  militBry  departmoits  attached  to  it,  will  more 
oo  the  Slid  in*L  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo.| 

The  ciril  department  attached  to  oead  quarten  will  move  on  the  fame  day  by  Torre  de 
Moncorvo  to  Miranda  de  Douro,  where  they  will  arrive  on  the  3ltt  May. 

f  One  of  the  reaeooe  why  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Military  departments  of  head 
quartert  muved  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to  Salamanca,  was  to  give  the  imprevion  that  the 
principal  part  of  Ihe  allied  army  was  advancing  by  that  line. 
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of  Mr.  Drake.  It  appears  clearly,  that  the  officer  sent  by  the  goyem- 
ment  to  Coimbra  to  expedite  the  transmission  of  the  clothing  of  the  army 
acted  in  a  manner  totally  contrary  to  regulation ;  that  he  was  not  autho- 
rised to  press  boats,  yet  he  pressed  at  the  British  landing  place  boats 
which  had  been  in  our  service  for  two  years,  and  actually  loaded  with 
our  stores.  I  don't  think  he  has  proved  clearly  that  there  was  any  vio- 
lence used  by  Mr.  Drake  in  defence  of  his  boats ;  but,  at  all  events,  not 
against  what  could  be  called  a  sentry. 

I  don*t  know  whether  any  thing  can  be  done  with  the  government  on 
this  subject;  but,  as  usual,  I  suppose  not 

To  ^  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K3.  Franeda,  20th  May,  1818. 

I  just  write  to  let  you  know  that  we  shall  move  head  quarters  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  All  the  troops  are  in  motion.  Our  confounded  bridge 
has  delayed  us  many  days,  but  I  hope  that  before  the  end  of  the  month  we 
shall  be  established  beyond  the  Duero. 

The  last  accounts  from  England  are  to  the  28th  April.  The  Russians, 
under  Witgenstein,  had  had  some  success  against  Beauhamais  on  the  5th, 
and  it  was  supposed  that  there  had  been  another  successful  affair  on  the 
13th. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  had  arrived  in  England. 


Au  GKn.  Don  L.  Wimpffen.         Frcneda,  c«  31  Mai,  1813, 1  2  beam  de  Tapr^  midi. 

Je  vous  envoie  le  rapport  sur  le  passage  du  Tietar,  que  je  vous  prie 
d'envoyer  au  Ck)mte  de  la  Bisbal,  et  de  lui  dire,  en  m6me  terns,  que, 
comme  la  gauche  de  Tarmt^  Anglo- Portugaise  a  dej^  pas8«S  le  Douro,  et 
se  porte  sur  I'Esla,  et  que  la  droite  suit  ce  mouvement  de  ce  cute  ci  de  la 
riviere,  et  qu'elle  passera  le  Doiiro  aussi  tout  de  suite,  il  serait  trop 
iHoign^  s'il  ne  passait  pas  par  Plasencia  et  le  Puerto  de  Banos,  ou  pour 
agir  de  concert  ou  pour  sa  propre  suretc^  en  cas  que  Tennemi  se  dt^ter- 
min&t  k  se  tenir  a  cheval  sur  le  Douro.  Je  crois  que  le  courrier  fera  bien 
de  passer  par  le  pont  d' Alcantara,  et  de  1^  tout  droit  k  Merida,  oh  il  aura 
des  nouvelles  du  Comte  de  la  Bisbal. 


To  Lieat  Geo.  Sir  T.  Orabam,  K.B.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  32d  May,  1813,  3  p.m. 

I  arrived  here  this  day ;  and  the  Light  division  and  cavalry  and  the 
Conde  de  Amarante's  division  are  encamped  on  the  river  of  Santi-espiritus 
in  front     I  go  to-morrow  to  Tamames. 

6.  O.  ftoieda,  Sirt  May.  ItlS. 

4.  There  it  to  be  an  officer  of  tbe  General  Staff  at  all  times  present  in  the  camp  or  can- 
tonment of  each  division  of  the  army,  who  is  to  receive  all  orders  sent  to  the  division,  and 
who  is  to  be  responsible  that  tbe  orders  are  immediately  communicated  to  the  senior  officer 
present,  to^  be  forthwith  acted  upon  by  him  if  necessary,  in  the  event  of  the  General  officer 
commanding  tbe  division  being  absent 

5,  In  camp,  tbe  tent,  or  hut,  of  the  above  mentioned  Staff  officer  is  to  be  placed  always 
in  the  same  situation  in  the  division,  and  it  is  to  be  known  to  the  quarter  guard  of  each 
r^ment,  so  that  any  penoo  arriving  in  tbe  camp  of  the  division  with  orders  may  be  imme- 
diately conducted  to  it 

VOL.  VI.  2  K 
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There  is  nothing  new ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  head  quar- 
ters of  die  army  of  the  South  are  still  at  Arevalo. 
The  French  detachment  was  certainly  in  Toledo  on  the  16di. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Taxnames,  23d  May,  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  write  to  apprise  you  of  our  arrival  here. 

The  Light  division  and  cavalry  are  at  San  Mufioz.  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  reports  from  thence.  The  Conde  de  Amarante  is  at  Moraleja; 
and  Sir  R.  Hill  has  moved  from  Bejar. 

I  have  no  news  of  the  enemy,  excepting  that  they  were  still  in  Madrid 
and  Toledo  on  the  18th.  I  hear  from  my  brother  that  the  Americans  had 
made  some  fresh  propositions  for  peace,  connected  with  an  offer  to  submit 
to  the  arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellctley,  K.B.  Tamamei,  33d  Haj,  1813. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  17th. 

My  objection  to  is  not  his  being   employed  by  you,  but  his 

attending  to  any  thing  and  every  thing  excepting  his  own  business,  to 
which  he  must  attend  with  steadiness  if  I  should  recommend  that  he  may 
be  employed  with  the  troops. 

I  think  that  in  the  beginning  of  July  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia, 
and  1st,  2d,  and  3d  armies,  ought  to  have  each  100,000  dollars,  in  addition 
to  what  they  have  had.  I  have  desired  our  Commissaries  to  prepare  to 
give  100,000  at  that  period  to  the  operating  army  of  Galicia;  and  we  con- 
tinue to  pay  Don  Carlos  and  Morillo. 

I  hope  that  the  British  government  will  not  submit  to  the  arbitration 
of  Russia.  The  point  at  issue  between  them  and  the  Americans  is  very 
simple,  and  we  have  no  answer  to  give  excepting  that  we  neither  can  nor 
will  concede  it  either  to  them  or  any  other  power :  there  can  be  no  medi- 
ation on  any  other  point  The  object  of  this  offer  must  be  to  create  a 
division  between  us  and  the  Russians. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Tamamet,  IMth  Blay,  1813. 

Having  communicated  with  the  Commissary  Gen.,  Sir  R.  Kennedy, 
regarding  the  plan  on  which  you  and  I  had  conversed  for  the  convoy  of 
the  money  of  both  nations  from  Lisbon  to  the  army,  I  have  settled  with 
him,  that  instructions  shall  be  sent  to  Dep.  Commissary  Gen.  Pipon,  and 
Dep.  Paymaster  Gen.  Boyes  at  Lisbon,  to  have  the  money  for  the  British 
army  in  readiness  to  march  from  Lisbon  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  every 
month ;  and  they  will  have  directions  to  communicate  with  any  officer 
you  will  appoint  in  regard  to  the  escort,  and  to  the  meeting  with  the 
money  intended  for  the  Portuguese  army. 

I  enclose  the  stages  according  to  which  the  mules  can  march,  with  the 
several  halts  which  they  usually  make ;  the  whole  arranged  as  far  as  Sala- 
manca. Beyond  that  place  I  conceive  that  the  money  ought  to  march  by 
special  order,  to  be  arranged  from  time  to  time. 

The  cavalry  escort  might  relieve  those  of  the  infantry  at  Sabugal,  or 
A  Idea  da  Ponte. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  499 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  this  army  in  regard  to  the  charge  of 
money  on  a  march,  of  which  it  will  he  expedient  to  give  a  translation  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  escort  of  money. 

I  si  day,  Sacavem,  9th  day,  Niia,  1 7th  day,  Oallegot, 

3d  ..  Villa  FroDca,  iOth   ..  Samadas,  18th  ..  Ciadad  Rodrigo, 

3d  . .  Asambuja,  11th..  Gastello  Brenoo,  19th  . .  halt 

4th  •  •  Santarem,  I2th    • .  S.  Miguel,  20th  . .  Martin  del  Rio^ 

dth  • .  Golegfio,  13th    . .  Memoa,  21ft  .  •  Calzada  de  Don 

6th  ••  Abrantet,  14th    ..  Sabugal,  Diego, 

7th  ..  halt  15th   ..  halt  22d  ..  Salamanca. 

8th  ..  GariSo,  16thr   ..  Aldea  da  Ponte, 

To  Viscount  MelTille.  Tamame%  24di  May,  1813. 

In  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  Jan.,  in  which  I  communicated 
to  your  Lordship  the  opinion  entertained  hy  Major  Gen.  Cooke  and  the 
inhahitants  of  Cadiz  in  general,  of  the  services  of  Capts.  Pell  and  Carroll 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  gun  hoats  there  during  the 
late  siege,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Capt  Thomas,  who  appears  to  have  heen 
employed  on  the  same  duty  as  the  officers  hefore  mentioned. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Tamames^  24th  May,  1813. 

I  am  very  much  ohliged  to  your  Lordship  for  the  key  of  the  cipher  as 
far  as  it  had  heen  discovered,  which  you  transmitted  to  me  on  the  5th 
April  last ;  and  I  now  enclose  for  your  information  such  parts  of  it  as 
have  been  made  out  by  Lieut.  Col.  Scovell  without  reference  to  the  key 
received  through  your  Lordship. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  MaHlla,  25th  May,  1813,  8^  p.m. 

I  arrived  here  this  day.  Our  right  will  be  to-morrow,  the  Spaniards 
at  Alba,  and  Hill  and  De  Amarante  close  to  Aldea  Tejada.  The  Light 
division  and  the  Household  brigade  on  the  Valmusa,  and  V.  Alten's  bri- 
gade on  the  heights  between  that  stream  and  Salamanca.  I  shall  throw 
diem  into  Salamanca  if  I  can. 

The  enemy  have  evacuated  Ledesma,  and  drawn  the  troops  from  thence 
into  Salamanca,  which  looks  as  if  they  did  not  intend  to  move  upon 
Zamora.  I  have  not  heard  of  the  movement  of  those  at  Avila.  They 
were  still  on  the  Tagus,  at  Mombeltran,  and  Toledo,  on  the  20th.  There 
is  nothing  new  on  the  side  of  Valladolid,  excepting  a  report  that  Reille's 
head  quarters  have  been  moved  to  Burgos. 

P.S.  I  have  ordered  that  the  bridge  may  be  laid  under  Espadacinta,  but 
that  is  only  by  way  of  precaution. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beratford,  K.B.  Madlla,  25th  May«  1813. 

In  consequence  of  what  passed  between  you  and  me  this  day,  I  have 
given  directions  that  Capt.  O'Ryan,  of  the  Spanish  army,  attached  to  the 
department  of  the  Q.  M.  G.,  may  be  attached  to  the  division  under  the 
Conde  de  Amarante.  This  officer  will  have  authority  and  directions  to 
make  such  requisitions  for  supplies  on  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the 
country  as  he  may  be  directed  to  make  by  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  the 
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Conde  de  Amarante  taking  the  necessary  measures  that  due  receipts  or 
money  may  be  given  for  the  same. 

I  request,  however,  that  Gen.  the  Conde  de  Amarante  may  be  apprised 
of  the  degree  to  which  the  country  is  already  exhausted ;  and  that,  besides 
the  division  of  troops  under  his  command,  Uiere  is  a  very  large  army  to 
be  supplied,  in  some  degree,  from  its  resources.  It  will  be  necessary, 
therefore,  that  he  should  make  his  Commissaries  exert  themselves  to  get 
up  supplies  from  the  rear ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  pay  with  ready  money  for  what  will  be  demanded. 


To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Matilk,  25th  May,  1813. 

I  have  nothing  particular  to  tell  you  that  is  not  in  the  dispatdi,  of 
which  a  copy  goes  with  this.  I  think  we  shall  be  in  Salamanca  to- 
morrow, and  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  establishing  our  communication 
across  the  Duero. 

I  find  that  the  enemy  were  still  on  the  Tagus  on  the  20tlL 

To  Earl  Bathorrt.  Matilla,  25th  May,  1813. 

The  troops  forming  the  left  of  the  army  having  made  considerable 
progress  in  their  march  on  the  right  of  the  Duero,  I  put  in  motion  the 
2d  and  Light,  and  the  Conde  de  Amarante's  divisions  of  infantry  of  the 
allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  and  Gen.  Morillo's  Spanish  division ; 
and  Gen.  Fane's,  Gen.  Long's,  Gen.  V.  Alten's,  and  the  Household  bri- 
gades of  the  British  cavalry ;  and  the  6th  regt.  of  Portuguese  cavalry, 
and  Don  J.  Sanchez's  of  Spanish  cavalry ;  and  moved  the  head  quarters 
from  Freneda  on  the  22d  inst. 

The  enemy  evacuated  Ledesma  yesterday  afternoon,  and  the  force  there 

Instructioni  for  the  movement  on  the  26th  May,  1813.  Matilla,  ssth  May.  16IS. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  be  so  good  as  direct  Maior  Gen.  Morillo*8  division  to  move 
to  Alba  de  Tormes,  and  to  occupy  that  place,  if  it  has  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

The  13th  regt.  of  light  dragoons  is  to  march  with  the  Spanish  division. 

The  remainder  of  the  troops  under  Sir  R.  Hill  are  to  move  forward  towards  Salamanca 
by  the  road  through  Morilla  and  Miranda  de  Azan,  which  is  to  the  right  of  that  leading 
upon  Aldea  Tejada,  and  are  to  halt  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Zurguen  rivulet,  a  little 
above  Aldea  Tejada. 

The  Portuguese  troops  under  the  Conde  de  Amarante  will  move  forward  by  the  road  to 
Aldea  Tejada,  and  will  halt  near  that  place. 

The  Household  brigade,  and  the  reserve  artillery,  will  move  through  Caraero  to  f^uas^ 
upon  the  Valmusa  rivulet. 

The  detachment  of  the  Household  brigade  in  ftont  of  Bfatilla  will  march  by  the  direct 
road  towards  Salamanca,  and  halt  upon  the  Valmusa  rivulet  until  further  orders. 

The  Light  division  will  march  by  Calzada  de  Don  Diego  to  the  Valmusa  rivulet 

If  the  enemy  has  not  evacuated  Salamanca,  Major  Qm.  V.  Alten  will  move  to  the 
Valmusa  river  only,  and  there  wait  for  the  Light  division. 

But  if  Salamanca  has  been  evacuated,  Gen.  V.  Alten  will  move  beyond  UmU  place  to 
the  village  of  Villares. 

In  the  event  of  Salamanca  being  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  Sir  R.  Hill  will  order  the 
cavalry  under  Major  GeiL  Fane  to  cross  the  Tormes  by  the  ford  of  S**  Maita  to  the 
village  of  Cabrerisos ;  and  Gen.  Fane  will,  in  that  case,  establish  his  outposts  so  as  to 
ocaipy  Aldea  Lengua  on  the  right,  and  to  communicate,  by  the  heights  benind  Morisco^ 
with  the  outposu  of  Manr  Gen.  V.  Alten. 

Major  Gen.  Fane  will  ascertain  as  early  as  he  can  to-morrow  morning,  whether  the 
Tormes  is  at  present  fordable  at  S**  Marta,  and  Major  Gen.  V.  Alten  will,  in  liken 
•eoertain  whether  it  is  fordable  at  El  Canto,  below  Salamanca. 
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marched  towards  Salamanca ;  and  I  expect  that  the  allied  troope  will  he 
on  the  Torraes  to-morrow. 

I  hope  that  I  shall  experience  no  difficulty  in  establishing  the  commu- 
nication across  the  Duero,  near  its  junction  with  the  Esla ;  but  lest  I 
should,  I  have  taken  measures  to  establish  a  bridge  lower  down,  which 
secures  the  junction  of  the  right  of  the  army  with  the  left,  as  soon  as 
this  part  of  the  country  shall  be  cleared  of  the  enemy's  troops. 

The  enemy  were  still  at  Madrid  on  the  18th  inst. ;  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  their  having,  up  to  that  period,  made  any  alteration  in  their  posi- 
tions, excepting  that  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  Centre  had  arrived  at 
Valladolid. 

My  last  reports  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  are  dated  the  11th 
inst ;  and  he  expected  that,  about  the  22d  inst.,  the  3d  Spanish  army 
would  be  in  communication  with  the  2d. 

The  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  Under  the  command  of  the  Conde 
de  la  Bisbal,  broke  up  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Seville  on  the  1 1th  and 
12th,  and  was  likely  to  cross  the  Tagus  on  the  24th  at  Almaraz,  where  I 
have  established  a  bridge. 

P.S.  I  have  just  received  intelligence,  to  which  I  give  credit,  that 
Longa  attacked  on  the  3d  inst,  between  Miranda  de  Ebro  and  Arminon, 
a  convoy  under  Gen.  Rouyer,  whom  he  obliged  to  retire  upon  Miranda 
with  considerable  loss,  particularly  in  officers.  ' 

To  Earl  Batfaant.  Matilla,  35th  May,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  field  equipment  required  for 
the  use  of  the  army  under  my  command ;  and  I  will  thank  your  Lordship 
to  give  directions  that  the  different  articles  may  be  sent  by  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  Coruna. 

To  Earl  Badiurst  Matilla,  26tfa  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  morning  state.  We  have  struck  off  the  4th  provisional 
battalion,  consisting  of  the  detachments  of  the  30th  and  44th  regts.,  about 
600  R.  and  F. ;  on  the  other  hand,  however,  we  have  to  take  on  the 
strength  about  300  men  returned  on  command,  who  have  been  at  work 
constructing  buildings  for  hospitals  between  the  Agueda  and  the  Coa. 
Some  few  men  have  fallen  sick  since  the  troops  marched ;  but  in  genend, 
the  troops  are  more  healthy  than  I  have  ever  known  them  to  be. 

Unfortunately,  some  vessels  were  taken  on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  which 
had  on  board  the  equipments  for  the  troops,  and  they  are  not  so  complete 
as  I  could  wish  in  some  articles.  It  was  impossible  to  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  the  articles  ordered  from  Lisbon  to  replace  those  lost;  and  we  must, 
therefore,  do  as  well  as  we  can  without  them. 

I  hope,  however,  that  some  measures  will  be  taken  to  secure  for  us  the 
navigation  of  the  coasts  of  Portugal  and  Spain.  Your  Lordship  will  ob- 
serve that  we  have  got  every  thing  into  the  field  that  we  can  scrape 
together ;  and  after  all,  I  believe  we  are  inferior  to  the  enemy. 

I  don't  mean  to  complain  of  the  Duke  of  York's  decision  to  take  from 
us  4  regiments  of  cavalry,  but  a  remount  of  700  horses  at  the  end  of  the 
last  campaign,  and  the  permission  to  take  100  horses  from  each  of  th^ 
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regiments  of  the  English  huBsan  which  they  would  have  heen  hetter 
without,  would  have  given  us  now  1200  additional  cayalrj,  and  would 
have  enabled  me  to  keep  that  number  in  reserve,  to  be  brought  forward 
towards  the  close  of  the  campaign,  when  we  may  expect  that  a  great 
effort  will  be  made  by  the  enemy,  as  was  done  last  year,  and  all  the  dis- 
satisfaction would  have  been  avoided,  which  has  been  the  consequence  of 
drafting  the  horses  from  these  regiments. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  the  best  judge  whether  it  is  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  augmentation  of  the  cavalry  at  the  close  of  the  campaign ; 
and  if  you  should  judge  it  to  be  so,  I  recommend  that  the  augm^tation 
should  be  sent  out  without  loss  of  time. 

To  tiie  Minifter  at  War,  Cadix.  MatOla,  35th  ICay,  1813. 

As  it  is  possible  that  the  enemy  may  be  obliged  to  evacuate  a  consider- 
able portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  Castille,  I  beg  your  Excellency  will 
suggest  to  the  Regency  the  expediency  of  appointing  the  officers  of  the 
Hacienda  to  perform  the  duties  in  the  several  provinces  of  that  kingdom, 
and  that  they  should  be  sent  without  delay  to  their  stations. 

It  is  particularly  desirable  that  an  intelligent  and  active  person  should 
be  sent  into  the  province  of  Soria. 

To  LieaC  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Salamanca,  2601  May,  1813,  ^  a.m. 

We  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  Villatte  waited  for  us  rather  longer 
than  he  ought,  and  we  did  him  a  good  deal  of  mischief  on  his  retreat 
with  the  cavalry  of  Gen.  Fane's  and  Gen.  Alten's  brigades. 

He  is  gone  towards  Cantala-piedra  and  Medina  del  Campo.  The  gar- 
rison of  Alba  joined  at  Babila-fuente  or  Villoria.  It  is  rather  extraordi- 
nary that  he  diould  have  marched  by  Cabrerizos  and  the  ravine,  which 
we  used  to  think  so  bad  for  even  a  horse,  and  thence  by  Aldea  Lengua. 
I  believe  the  division  at  Avila  goes  by  Arevalo.  Thus  I  hope  we  shall 
have  no  difficulty  in  the  junction  as  at  first  projected.  I  hope  to  cross 
the  Douro  at  Miranda  on  the  28th  or  29th. 

To  tbe  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Salamanca,  26th  May,  1813. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th,  relative  to  Gen.  Juan,  yesterday, 
before  I  had  received  that  of  the  18th. 

I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  found  the  enemy  still  in  the  town, 
with  one  division  of  infantry  and  3  squadrons  of  cavalry,  and  some  can- 
non of  the  army  of  the  South,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Villatte. 

The  enemy  evacuated  the  town  on  our  approach,  but  they  waited  longer 
than  they  ought  on  the  high  ground  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  the  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Fane  and  Gen.  V.  Alten,  the 
former  of  whom  crossed  the  Tormes  at  the  ford  of  S^  Marta,  and  the 
latter  at  the  bridge,  to  do  them  a  good  deal  of  injury  in  their  retreat. 
Many  were  killed  and  woimded,  and  we  have  taken  above  150  prisoners, 
7  tumbrels  of  ammunition,  some  baggage,  provisions,  &c  The  enemy 
retired  by  the  road  of  Babila-fuente,  and  near  Huerta  were  joined  by  a 
body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  on  their  march  from  Alba.  I  then  ordered 
our  troops  to  discontinue  the  pursuit,  the  infantry  not  being  up. 
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TU  J.Q.  to  Capi,  Bfwm^  Bekm.  27th  May,  1813. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  inst.  reffarding  the  accounts  of  invalided 
men  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  the  13th  Royal  veteran  battalion  on  the  24th 
inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  those  men  are  to  be  settled  with  by 
their  respective  regiments  to  the  24th  inst.  inclusive ;  they  will  conuneuce  pay 
with  the  13th  RoyS  Veteran  battalion  from  the  25th  inst.  inclusive. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Salamanca,  28th  May,  1813. 

I  intend  to  go  to  Miranda  de  Douro  to-morrow,  in  order  to  join  the 
left  of  the  army. 

This  part  of  the  army  consists  at  present  as  follows : 

The  2d,  Light,  and  Conde  de  Amarante's  divisions  of  infantry ;  Gen. 
Morillo's  division  of  Spanish  infantry;  the  Household  brigade.  Major 
Gen.  Fane's,  Major  Gen.  V.  Alten's,  and  Major  Gen.  Long's  brigades  of 
cavalry ;  the  6th  Portuguese  regiment ;  and  Don  Julian  Sanchez's  Spanish 
regiment. 

These  troops  are  disposed  as  follows : 

The  2d  division  and  Gen.  Fane's  cavalry  encamped  near  La  Orbada. 

The  Light  division  and  Gen.  Alten's  cavalry  at  Aldea  Nueva  de  Figu- 
eroa. 

The  Conde  de  Amarante's  division,  one  brigade  at  Villares  and  one  at 
Cabrerizos;  and  the  6th  regt.  at  Morisco  and  Castellanos  de  Moriscos. 

Gen.  Morillo's  division  and  the  13th  light  dragoons  encamped  at  Ma- 
chacon,  having  a  post  of  observation  in  Alba  de  Tormes,  and  one  at  Aldea 
Lengua. 

Don  Julian  Sanchez's  regiment  at  Santis  and  Penausende,  on  the  road 
from  Ledesma  to  Zamora. 

The  Household  brigade  of  cavalry  in  Salamanca,  and  Capt.  Cairns' 
brigade  of  artillery  is  with  them. 

Gen.  v.  Alten  has  orders  to  patrol  the  roads  towards  Zamora  this  day 
and  to-morrow.  He  has  his  outposts  this  day  at  El  Cubo,  and  is  in  com- 
munication with  Don  Julian  Sanchez. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  place  the  bridge  over  the  Duero  at  the 
Barca  de  Villal  Campo,  near  the  junction  of  the  Esla  with  the  Duero ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  bridge  will  be  down  on  the  30th.  The  lefl  of 
the  army  will  be,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th,  on  the  Esla,  between  Car- 
vajales  and  Tabara;  and  the  Spanish  army  of  Galicia  about  Benavente. 

I  shall  be  at  Carvajales  on  the  30th ;  and  on  that  day  the  most  direct 
communication  with  me  will  be  by  the  Barca  de  Villal  Campo,  where  I 
will  take  care  that  there  shall  be  means  of  passing  a  letter. 

The  enemy's  force  appears  disposed  as  follows : 

They  have  one  division  of  infantry  (I  believe  Darricau's)  and  a  brigade 
of  cavalry  at  Zamora  and  Toro. 

The  division  which  was  in  Salamanca  and  Alba  (Villatte's)  has  marched 
towards  Medina  del  Campo.  The  troops  in  Penaranda,  and  I  believe 
those  in  Villa  de  Toro,  which  I  imagine  belong  to  the  division  at  Avila, 
have  marched  to  Madrigal,  likewise  on  the  road  to  Medina  del  Campo ; 
and  I  should  imagine  those  at  Avila  have  gone  in  the  same  direction, 
probably  by  the  road  of  Arevalo. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  army  of  the  South,  which  were  at  Arevalo,  it 
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is  said  have  been  moved  to  Medina  del  Campo ;  and  we  may  therefore 
conclude  that  about  the  29th  and  30th  there  will  be  at  and  about  Medina 
del  Campo  4  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  South,  viz.,  that  from  Salamanca, 
that  from  Avila,  that  which  was  at  Arevalo,  and  that  which  was  at  Medina, 
&c. ;  one  division  at  Zamora  and  Toro,  and  one  still  about  Madrid. 

The  cavalry  is  much  dispersed,  a  part,  under  Gen.  Pierre  Soult,  being 
with  the  division  at  Madrid,  and  part  at  Zamora  and  Toro ;  some  were 
with  the  troops  at  Medina  del  Campo. 

The  objects  of  the  position  given  at  present  to  the  troops  composing 
the  right  of  the  army  are,  1st;  to  secure  their  junction  with  those  on  the 
right  of  the  Duero :  2dly ;  to  keep  possession  of  Salamanca  and  the  com- 
munication with  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  till  the  communication  shall  be  esta- 
blished across  the  Duero. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  probable  that  any  attempt  will  be  made  by 
the  enemy  to  return  to  the  Tormes,  more  particularly  as  on  the  31st  we 
shall  make  an  attempt  to  cross  the  Esla,  and  probably  some  of  our  troops 
will  be  across  that  river.  If  such  an  attempt  should,  however,  be  made, 
you  will  attack  those  who  shall  advance,  if  you  should  consider  yourself 
sufficiently  strong. 

If  you  should  not  think  yourself  sufficiently  strong,  you  will  give  up 
the  communication  by  Salamanca  for  the  moment,  and  will  collect  your 
troops  about  Mayaldi  and  £1  Cubo,  on  the  high  road  from  Salamanca  to 
Zamora;  from  whence,  if  necessary,  you  will  fall  back  by  Penausende 
towards  the  Barca  de  Villal  Campo  on  the  Duero,  which  must  be  the 
point  of  our  communication.  The  road  for  the  2d  division,  &c.,  in  this 
case,  would  be  by  Aldea  Nueva  de  Figueroa ;  and  for  the  troops  at  and 
near  Salamanca,  by  the  great  road  of  Zamora. 

If  you  should  think  it  proper  to  give  up  the  communication  by  Salamanca, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  send  persons  along  the  roads  from  Salamanca  to 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  to  turn  every  thing  on  the  road  off  towards  Ledesma. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  on  the  31st  and  1st  you  should  order  Gen. 
V.  Alten  to  threaten  the  ford  of  Fresno,  between  Zamora  and  Toro,  if  all 
should  remain  quiet. 

The  persons  who  furnish  me  with  intelligence  will  be  directed  to  cor- 
respond with  you. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Salamanca,  28th  Biaj,  1818. 

In  addition  to  the  letter  which  I  have  written  to  you  this  day,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  Gen.  Castanos  is  in  Salamanca,  together  with  the  Civil 
Deputy  of  the  province ;  and  the  Spanish  regiment  La  Princesa  is  in 
garrison  in  the  town. 

I  beg  that  you  will  keep  Gen.  Castanos  acquainted  with  all  that  occurs, 
and  with  your  intentions ;  and  in  case  you  should  make  any  movement 
which  will  leave  Salamanca  exposed  to  a  movement  from  Medina,  you 
will  of  course  give  him  timely  notice  of  it,  and  direct  the  regiment  La 
Princesa  to  fall  back  upon  Don  Carlos  de  Espana  at  Tamames. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Sir  R.  HilL  Salamanca,  28th  May,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  paper  which  I  have  just  received,  stating  that  some  of  the 
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troops  under  your  command  are  cutting  and  destroying  the  green  forage 
in  this  neighbourhood.  There  can  be  no  occasion  for  this  destruction  at 
present ;  and,  at  all  events,  if  it  is  necessary  to  give  green  forage  to  the 
horses,  the  G.  O.  of  the  army  prescribe  a  mode  of  doing  it  in  which  it 
will  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  owners,  and  they  will  get  the  value  of  it 
I  beg  that  you  will  enforce  these  orders  invariably  in  the  Household  bri- 
gade, and  thus  prevent  these  complaints. 

Instructions  for  passing  the  Esla.*  Cwrsjalet.  soth  May.  1818. 

The  troops  at  LosilU  will  march  this  evening  at  a  sufficiently  late  hour  to  prevent  their 
movement  being  perceptible  to  the  enemy,  and  they  are  to  be  so  placed  as  to  be  enabled  to 
begin  passing  the  river  to-morrow,  at  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta,  at  dawn  of  day,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Major  Gen.  Bock*s  brigade  of  cavalry. 

One  brigade  of  infantry  of  the  3d  division. 

Brig.  Qen,  dTJrban*s  brigade  of  cavalry. 

The  remainder  of  the  3d  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Bradford*s  brigade  of  infantry. 

The  5th  division. 

If  the  artillery  can  march  by  the  same  route^  the  guns  of  the  3d  division  will  follow  the 
first  battalion  that  crosses ;  and  those  of  die  5th  division  will  precede  their  division ;  but 
the  spare  carriages  of  the  2  brigades  of  artillery  will  cross  in  rear  of  the  5th  divisiod. 

The  troops  at  Tabara  will  move  this  evening  to  Remillos,  on  the  road  towards  LosiUa } 
and  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak  they  will  again  march,  following  the  route  of  the 
3d  division,  and  will  fdso  cross  the  Esla  at  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta. 

These  troops  will  march  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst^  in  the  following  order : 
Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Capt  Ramsay  s  troop  of  horse  artillery. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ponsonby*s  brigade  of  cavalry. 
Brig.  Gen.  Pack*s  brigade  of  infantry. 
The  1st  division. 

The  baggage  of  all  the  troops  which  cross  at  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta  will  remain  at 
Losilla,  until  ordered  to  move  forward. 

If  there  is  no  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  troops  at  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta,  Major 
Gen.  Bock's  brigade  of  cavalry  will  aAowards  move  to  the  right,  towards  Almendra,  as 
ioon  as  it  can  do  so  with  advantage,  in  order  to  favor  the  passage  of  the  right  column  of 
the  army,  and  establish  the  communication  between  the  right  and  the  left. 

The  troop  near  Cajrvajales  will  pass  the  Esla  to-morrow  morning  by  the  ford  of  Almen- 
dra in  the  following  order : 

The  hussar  brigade  and  Capt.  W.  Smithes  troop  of  horse  artiUery. 
The  7th  division. 
The  6th  division. 
The  4th  division. 
The  hussar  brigade  will  move  in  sufficient  time  to  be  prepared  to  pass  the  ford  at  day- 
break. 

The  7th  division  will  follow  the  hussars. 
The  6th  division  will  move  one  hour  before  daybreak. 
The  4th  division  will  follow  the  6th  division. 
The  part  of  the  arm^  which  crosses  at  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta  will  be,  for  tiie  present 
movement,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lieut  Gkn.  Sir  T.  Picton,  who  will  be  so 
good  as  give  the  necessarv  orders  to  the  troops  now  at  Losilla  and  at  Tabara. 

The  troops  at  Carvajafes  will  be  in  like  manner,  for  the  present  movement,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham.  The  baggage  of  the  latter  troops  will 
remain  in  their  respective  camps  until  ordered  to  be  loaded  and  to  be  moved  forward. 

*  The  lower  part  of  the  river  Esla  did  not  become  fordable  till  about  the  25th  May  :  oo 
die  30th  May  it  was  passable  without  danger  at  several  fords,  both  for  cavalry  and  for 
infantry.  But  during  the  night  between  the  30th  and  31st  so  considerable  a  rise  took 
place  in  the  river  that  the  ford  of  Monte  Marta  became  wholly  impassable  for  infantry, 
and  that  at  Almendra  was  rendered  also  very  dangerous  except  for  cavalry.  A  pontoon 
bridge  was  promptly  laid,  however,  a  little  wa^  above  the  ford  of  Almendra,  by  which  the 
troops  of  both  columns  passed,  after  the  possession  of  the  opposite  bank  had  been  secured  hj 
an  Mivanced  detachment 
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To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  WelletUy,  K.B.  Salamanca,  38th  Bfay,  1813. 

I  enclose  you  the  copies  of  intercepted  letters,  which  give  some  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  Russians  have  met  with  a  serious  <£eck. 

The  enemy  are  collecting  about  Medina  del  Caropo ;  our  troops  here- 
abouts are  disposed  so  as  to  join  those  on  the  right  of  the  Duero. 

I  go  to  Miranda  to-morrow,  and  shall  be  at  Carvajales  on  the  30th. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  Carvajalci,  90th  May,  1813,  9  p.m. 

I  arrived  here  this  day,  and  the  troops  will  cross  the  Esia  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  enemy  are  still  in  Zamora,  but  in  small  numbers ;  and  I  understand 
that  they  have  destroyed  the  bridge  there. 

We  have  not  the  bridge  over  the  Duero  at  the  Barca  de  Villal  Campo, 
as  I  think  it  will  be  required  for  the  Esla;  but  this  will  make  no  differ- 
ence in  your  instructions  for  the  present  We  can  always  remove  the 
bridge  in  time  if  you  should  require  it 

Au  G4n.  Don  P.  A.  Giron.  Carv^jalei,  ce  30  Mai,  1813,  i  9  heuret  du  soir. 

Je  vous  ai  fait  <k;rire  par  le  G^n^^ral  Wimpffen  pour  vous  apprendre  que 
notre  armtfe  serait  sur  I'Esla,  entre  Tavara  et  Carvajales,  entre  le  28  et 
le30. 

Je  suis  arriv^  ici  aujourd'hui,  apr^  avoir  fait  k  la  division  qui  <^tait  k 
Salamanque  assez  de  mal,  et  avoir  «$tabli  le  Gc^nc^ral  Hill,  &c.,  entre  le 
Duero  et  le  Tormes.  Je  compte  passer  TEsla  demain  au  matin  aux  gutfs 
de  Manzanal,  et  k  un  gu^  aupr^s  de  Monte  Marta.  Nous  n'avons  pas 
encore  de  vos  nouvelles  ici ;  et  je  vous  prie  de  m*en  faire  avoir,  et  de 
vous  approcher  de  notre  gauche.  On  me  dit  que  I'ennemi  est  k  Bena- 
vente,  en  quelle  force  je  ne  sais  pas.  Mais  je  crois  que  c'est  seulement 
une  reconnaissance  pour  avoir  des  nouvelles  de  nous  ou  de  vous. 

P.S.  J'ai  laisse  le  Gf^nc^ral  Castanos  hier  k  Salamanque  en  bonne  santtL 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Canrajalef,  31st  May,  1813. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  army  crossed  the  Esla  this  day,  the  cavalry  in 
particular.  The  enemy  have  evacuated  Zamora,  and  I  shall  be  there  to- 
morrow.    We  shall  have  a  post  at  Fresno,  by  which  I  shall  send  to  you. 

To  tiie  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Carvajales,  31st  May,  1813. 

The  mail  from  England  to  the  12th  arrived  last  night,  and  I  have  a 
letter  of  that  date  from  Lord  Bathurst,  in  which  he  does  not  mention  the 
battle  supposed  to  have  been  fought  at  Lutzen  on  the  2d.    I  have  as  yet  no 

Q.  O.  Cw\iUmlM.  3Ut  May.  1813. 

2.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  the  sereiml  officers  commanding  divisions 
and  brigades,  and  the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments,  to  take  means  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  corn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  encampment,  and  the  unnecessary 
passage  of  the  troops  across  it 

3.  The  damage  that  b  done  by  the  turning  of  the  cattle  and  animals  of  the  followers  of 
tiie  army  into  the  green  com,  which  would  be  better  fed  in  the  grass,  and  by  the  cutting  of 
com  as  forage  bv  unauthorised  persons  contrary  to  orders,  is  incalculable,  not  only  to  tlie 
individuals  to  wtiom  the  com  belongs,  and  who  deserve  the  protection  of  the  army,  but  to 
the  army  itself. 
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paper  of  a  later  date  than  the  10th.  It  recites  various  affairs  in  the  end  of 
April  on  the  Saale,  and  states  that  Paris  papers  had  been  received  to  the 
7th.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was  stated  in  the  letter  to  Villatte  that 
the  Empress  received  the  accounts  at  Paris  on  the  6th. 

There  are  letters  from  Hamburg  of  the  4th  published  in  the  Courier 
of  the  10th ;  and  it  appears  that  the  French  had  then  retired  from  the 
Saale  and  lower  Elbe. 

Our  troops  crossed  the  Esla  this  morning.  We  took  some  prisoners ; 
and  the  officer  stated  that  the  news  of  the  victory  was  not  credited  in  the 
army.     Our  posts  will  be  in  Zamora  to-morrow. 

To  Vuc.  Skhnoutb.  Ctfrajalei,  3lrt  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  April,  enclosing  one  from  Mr. 

^  late  an  officer  in  His  Majesty's  and  the  Portuguese  service.     Mr. 

has  not  given  an  accurate  account  of  the  circumstances  which  occa- 
sioned his  removal  from  the  Portuguese,  and  his  resignation  of  his  com- 
mission in  His  Majesty's  service.  I  believe  him  to  be  an  excellent  officer ; 
but  the  fact  is,  he  was  guilty  of  something  more  than  disobedience  of 
orders. 

I  have  not  yet  observed  any  inclination  in  the  Spanish  government  to 
accept  the  services  of  British  officers  in  their  army ;  and,  indeed,  their 
services  would  be  useless,  unless  their  admission  were  very  general,  and 
other  measures  were  adopted  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  the  army. 
The  services  of  a  few  individuals  would  not  be  of  much  benefit,  and  I  am 
afraid  would  only  tend  to  diminish  the  character  which  the  British  army 
have  acquired  in  the  Portuguese  service.  I  have,  therefore,  rather  dis- 
couraged applications  of  the  description  of  Mr. . 

I  confess,  however,  that  if  I  had  not  done  so,  I  should  wish  to  decline 

recommending  Mr. to  the  Spanish  government,  although  I  entertain 

a  good  opinion  of  him  as  an  officer. 

To  Earl  Bathortt  Canrajalet,  Slst  May,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  April,  with  oneirom 
Lord  Strangford  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  proposing  that  horses  should  be 
bought  in  Brazil  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  troops  in  this  country.' 

I  don't  know  what  kind  of  horses  those  of  Brazil  are,  nor  does  Lord 
Strangford  state  the  price  at  which  they  could  be  purchased ;  it  is  there^ 
fore  difficult  to  form  an  opinion.  But  I  should  imagine  the  hire  of  the 
transports  for  each  horse  would  amount  to  £60  sterling,  besides  the  ex- 
pense of  his  food  on  the  passage,  and  for  the  length  of  time  which  would 
elapse  after  landing  in  Portugal  before  he  could  be  fit  for  service  after  so 
long  a  voyage. 

I  was  not  aware  of  the  great  loss  of  horses  on  the  passage  from  the 
British  Islands  to  the  Peninsula,  adverted  to  by  Lord  Strangford,  and  I 
imagine  that  his  Lordship  must  have  been  misinformed. 

To  Earl  Bathurrt.  Carvajales,  3Ut  May,  1813. 

The  troops  arrived  at  Salamanca  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  we  found  the 
enemy  still  in  the  town  with  one  division  of  infantry,  and  3  squadrons  of 
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cavalry,  and  some  cannon  of  the  anny  of  the  South,  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Villatte.  The  enemy  evacuated  the  town  on  our  approach,  hut 
they  waited  longer  than  they  ought  on  the  high  ground  in  the  neighhour- 
hood,  and  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Fane  and 
Gen.  V.  Alten,  the  former  of  which  crossed  the  Tormes  at  the  ford  of 
S^  Marta,  and  the  latter  at  the  bridge,  to  do  them  a  good  deal  of  injury 
in  their  retreat.  Many  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  took  about  200 
prisoners,  7  tumbrels  of  ammunition,  some  baggage,  provisions,  &c.  The 
enemy  retired  by  the  road  of  Babila-fuente,  and  near  Huerta  wei^e  joined 
by  a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  on  their  march  from  Alba*  I  then 
ordered  our  troops  to  discontinue  their  pursuit,  our  infantry  not  being  up. 

Major  Gen.  Long,  and  Don  P.  Morillo,  in  command  of  the  Spanish 
division,  attacked  Alba,  from  which  place  the  enemy  retired.  In  the 
course  of  the  27th  and  28th,  I  established  the  troops  which  had  marched 
from  the  Agueda  and  Upper  Estremadura,  between  the  Tormes  and  Duero, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  with  the  view  to  their 
early  communication  and  junction  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  on  the 
right  of  the  Duero,  and  in  the  mean  time,  to  their  retaining  possession  of 
the  Tormes,  and  of  the  communication  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  and  I  set 
off  myself  on  the  29th  to  join  the  troops  here,  and  arrived  that  day  at 
Miranda  de  Douro ;  and  here  on  the  30th  I  found  the  troops  on  the  Esla, 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  T.  Graham,  as  I  had  intended,  with  their  left  at 
Tabara,  and  in  communication  with  the  Galician  army,  and  their  right  at 
Uiis  place,  and  all  the  arrangements  made  for  passing  the  Esla.  The 
greater  part  passed  that  river  this  morning,  the  cavalry  by  fords,  and  the 
infantry  by  a  bridge,  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw  over  the  river,  as  it 
was  so  deep  that  some  men,  even  of  the  cavalry,  were  lost  in  the  passage. 
The  English  hussars,  who  crossed  first,  took  an  officer  and  30  prisoners 
near  Val  de  Perdices. 

The  enemy  have  evacuated  Zamora,  and  our  patrols  have  been  in  that 
town.  The  troops  which  were  there  have  fallen  back  upon  Toro,  where 
I  understand  they  have  one  division  of  infantry  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry. 

It  appears  that  the  enemy  have  joined  at  La  Nava  del  Rey  the  troops 
which  retired  from  Salamanca,  Avila,  &c.  with  those  which  were  at 
Arevalo  and  Medina  del  Campo ;  and  I  imagine  that  as  this  part  of  the 
army  will  advance,  they  will  retire  across  the  Duero.  The  enemy's 
troops  were  still  at  Madrid  and  on  the  Tagus  on  the  22d  inst  I  conclude 
that  they  will  have  evacuated  that  part  of  the  country  on  hearing  of  our 
movement 

I  have  received  a  report  to  which  I  give  credit,  though  it  is  not  official, 
that  the  Spanish  garrison  have  evacuated  Castro  Urdiales,  and  have  em- 
barked in  His  Majesty's  ships. 

I  have  received  no  accounts  from  Alicante  since  I  addressed  your  Lord- 
ship last. 

Zamora,  1st  Juii«^  1813. 

P.S.  This  dispatch  having  been  detained,  I  have  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ship that  I  moved  the  head  quarters  here  this  day. 

The  enemy  have  evacuated  Toro,  into  which  place  our  troops  have 
entered.     The  head  quarters  will  be  there  to-morrow. 
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Ta  the  Rt.  Hoo.  Sir  H.  Wdletlej,  K3.  Zamora,  1st  June,  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  a  paper  of  the  14th, 
which  I  enclose,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  has  been  an  action  in 
Germany,  supposed  to  be  favorable  to  the  French.  I  suspect  only  one  of 
outposts,  as  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  Russians  and  Prussians  could 
have  collected  their  army  for  a  general  action  at  Lutzen,  from  the  other 
aide  of  the  Saale,  between  the  30th  April  and  2d  May.  We  are  getting 
on  fast.     I  shall  be  at  Toro  to-morrow. 

P.S.  I  understand  that  there  is  at  Lisbon  a  newspaper  of  the  13th,  con- 
taining the  French  bulletin  of  their  action;  but  I  have  not  heard  the 
particulars.  • 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Oraham,  K.B.  Toio,  2d  June,  1813,  ^  p.m. 

I  have  received  yours  by  the  peasant  of  10  a.m.  ;  and  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  intelligence  it  contains.  I  was  aware  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Duero;  but  not  of  the  exact  spot  in  which  the  army  was 
likely  to  be  concentrated.  I  have  likewise  heard  that  the  troops  from 
Segovia  have  crossed  the  Duero.  I  don't  think  we  are  so  close  up,  or  so 
well  concentrated  as  we  ought  to  be,  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  state  in 
which  he  will  appear  on  the  Homiza,  probably  to-morrow ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  propose  to  halt  the  heads  of  the  different  columns  to-morrow,  and 
to  close  up  the  rear  of  each,  and  to  move  Hill  in  this  direction  prepara- 
tory to  our  farther  movements. 

The  10th  have  had  a  very  handsome  affiedr  this  morning  with  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  between  this  and  Morales.  Their  loss  is  small ;  but 
they  must  have  destroyed  the  enemy's  16th  dragoons,  of  whom  they  took 
above  210  prisoners.  The  enemy  showed  in  great  strength  in  cavalry 
about  Pedrosa  del  Rey. 

To  lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Toro,  3d  June,  1813. 

1  have  received  your  several  letters  to  9^  last  night.  It  appears  that 
the  enemy  are  concentrating  in  the  valley  of  Torre-lobaton.  We  shall 
be  tolerably  strong  in  that  quarter  to-morrow ;  and  I  expect  that  Sir  R. 
Hill  will  be  across  the  Duero,  and  at  Morales,  and  Pedrosa  del  Rey. 

I  enclose  you  letters  from  Gen.  Giron,  and  another  just  received.  I 
likewise  enclose  one  for  Gen.  Giron,  which  I  beg  you  to  forward  by  an 
officer.  I  believe  he  is  this  day  at  Villal-pando ;  and  I  have  begged  him 
not  to  approach  nearer  to  Rio  Seco  till  I  shall  write  to  him  to-morrow. 
It  is  best  to  keep  him  in  Schelan  to  your  left. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  exactly  where  Reille  went  after  he 
had  moved  his  quarters  from  Palencia.  I  had  not  heard  of  his  arrival  at 
Burgos,  and  I  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  he  had  gone  to  the  frontiers  of 
Galicia,  where  the  cavalry  belonging  to  the  army  of  Portugal,  under 
Rouyer  and  Curto,  were.  I  was  not  quite  certain,  also,  of  the  march  of  all 
the  infantry  of  the  army  of  Portugal  to  the  North  of  Spain. 

Don  Julian  surprised  a  post  of  30  cavalry  yesterday  evening,  at  Castro - 
nuno,  and  took  them  all  prisoners. 

Au  Gto.  Don  P.  A.  Giron.  Toro,  ce  3  Juin,  1813,  1^  p.m. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  1*  par  un  officier  de  votre  part ; 
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et  comptant  que  votur  wriez.  peut-6tre  aujoord'hui  k  Villal-pando,  j'allau 
V0U6  dorire  pour  vous  prier  de  ne  pas  vous  approcher  plus  pr^  de  Medina 
de  Rio  Seco  jusqu'li  ce  que  je  yous  (derive.  Je  compte  que  yous  pourres 
7  arriyer  en  une  marche  de  Villal-pando.  La  gauche  de  notre  arm^ 
sera  domain  k  Villar  de  Frades  et  Villa  Nueva  de  los  CaballeroSy  oil  je 
yous  prie  de  communiquer  ayec  le  Genial  Graham. 

La  seule  chose  .que  je  ne  peux  pas  faire  c'est  de  yous  donner  des  car- 
touches de  fusil  en  campagne.  Tout  ce  qu'on  pent  faire  eat  de  ne  pas 
yous  mettre  dans  une  situation  d'en  faire  une  grande  consommationv 
jusqu'a  ce  que  yous  en  soyez  pouryu. 

L'ennemi  parait  assez  concentred  dans  la  yaiye  de  Torre-lohaton,  et  nous 
le  serons  pareillement  demain.  Je  crois  que  je  yous  ferai  marcher  apr^ 
demain  sur  Medina. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Tore,  3d  June,  1818,  8}  pji. 

I  haye  receiyed  yours  of  4  p.m.  I  don't  think  it  necessary  to  make  any 
alteration  in  our  disposition  for  to-morrow^  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's 
retiring.  We  are  all  moying  to  our  point,  and  shall  he  well  connected, 
which  is  our  ohject. 

Gen.  Giron  knows  of  old  that  I  can  giye  no  ammunition  in  the  field. 
I  must  make  use  of  him  according  to  his  means  in  this  way ;  and  if  I 
should  want  to  use  him,  I  must  try  to  giye  him  ammunition.  But  this 
is  the  way  in  which  I  haye  always  found  the  Spanish  troops  equipped. 
It  is  yery  true  that  Gen.  Giron  has  not  been  long  in  Galicia ;  but  why 
has  not  somebody  been  there  long  enough  to  get  those  equipments  essen- 
tially necessary  for  an  army  ? 


The  allied  onny  moved  forward  from  Toro  aa  follows : 

LEFT   OOLDUN.                         CBMTRB 

COLUMN,                    RIGHT   COLDMN. 

LietO.  Gm.  Sir  T.  Graham,      and  Head  Quarter$.      LieuL  Gen.  Sir  R.  HilL 

June  4th,           Vilhir  de  Fnulet                   La  Mota                          Morales 

.  •    5tb,           RioMoo 

Spanish  Corps. 

Mcu'or  Gen. 
Don  P,  Giron. 

Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  T,  Graham. 

Head  Quarter$. 

Lieui.  Gen. 
Sir  R.  HilL 

June   6th,  GatooandVil- 

Vellarias  and  Torre. 

Ampudia 

Mucientes 

laramiel 

de  Marmajon 

..     7th,  Becerril 

Grixota 

Palencia 

Duefias 

..     8d>,  Valloldo 

San    Cebrian    and 
Pena  de  Campos 

Amusco 

9th,  Villasarracino 

Santillana  and  O- 

Amusco 

VUlalaco 

. .    10th,  Herrera 

somo 
Zanosa 

Melgar    de  Feina- 

Pedrosa    del 

mental 

Principe 
Barrio  cUs^ 

..  nth, 

Sotresgudo 

Castroxeris 

Maria 

..    13th, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

BUviestre 

..    13th, 

LaPiedra 

Villadiego 

Villarejo 

..    14th,  Polientes,      on 

San  Martin  de  He- 

Masa 

Montono 

the  Ebro 

lines,  on  the  Bbro 

..    15tli,  Soncillo 

Villarcajo 

Quintana,  near  Pu« 

Villaescusa 

ente  de  Arenas,  on 

deButron 

the  Bbro 

. .    16th,  Qu'mtanilU  de 

LaCerca 

Medina  da  Pomar 

Villalain 

Pienza 

. .    17th,  ViUasana      de 

San  Martin  de  Losa 

LaCerca 

Meiia 

andLastrasdeTexa 

..    18th,  Valmaseda 

Near  Beiberana 

Berberana 

Membligo 
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To  all  these  complaints  I  have  one  answer,  *  Either  stay  and  do  your 
best,  or  go  back  and  I  must  do  my  best  without  you.'  It  will  cer- 
tainly be  an  eternal  disgrace  to  the  Spanish  nation  if  I  am  to  have  another 
campaign  in  the  heart  of  Spain,  without  the  assistance  of  a  single  Spanish 
soldier,  excepting  guerrillas. 

To  Uaut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  La  Mota,  4th  June,  1813,  1  p.m. 

I  have  received  yours  of  this  day,  and  all  appears  quiet  in  front  I 
sent  a  letter  for  Gen.  Giron. 

I  don't  know  what  I  can  do  more  in  regard  to  foraging  the  troops, 
whether  Portuguese  or  others.  It  rests  with  the  General  officers  com- 
manding brigades  to  see  that  the  orders  are  carried  into  execution,  which 
provide  for  all  cases  in  which  forage  can  be  got  I  send  however,  to 
D'Urban,  Bradford,  and  Pack  upon  the  subject. 

Au  Gin.  Don  P.  A.  Giron.  La  Mota,  ce  4  Juin,  1813. 

Je  re^ois  votre  lettre  d'hier  de  1 1  heures  du  matin,  et  je  vous  prie  de 
faire  marcher  votre  infanterie  demain  sur  Villa  Frechos,  et  votre  cavalerie 
sur  Aguilar  de  Campos.  Notre  gauche  sera  k  Medina  de  Rio  Seco,  oh  je 
vous  prie  de  commimiquer  avec  elle.  Le  quartier  gc^neral  sera  h  Cas- 
tro-monte. 

C'est  bien  vrai  que  je  vous  ai  donrn5  des  cartouches  de  fusil  I'anntfe 
passee,  quand  nous  en  avons  re^u  plus  qu'il  ne  nous  en  fallait;  mais  k 
present  je  n'en  ai  que  trop  peu ;  et  vous  pouvez  vous  assurer  que  jamais 
je  ne  les  ai  donnt^es  en  campagne,  pas  m^me  aux  Portugais  qui  se  battent 
dans  nos  rangs.  Si  je  pretendais  en  donner,  je  me  mettrais  tout  de  suite 
dans  le  m6me  embarras  oh.  vous  vous  trouvez.  Done  il  faut  vous  tenir 
en  reserve ;  et  si  nous  sommes  dans  la  necessitt^  de  vous  mettre  en  bataille, 
il  faut  n^cessairement  vous  donner  des  cartouches,  que  les  cons^uences 
soient  telles  qu'elles  voudront  Mais  il  faut  que  cette  nicesaitii  soit  caus^ 
par  moi-m^me. 

Je  ne  db  pas  que  ce  manque  de  cartouches  vous  doit  6tre  attribuc^  ni  k 
la  troupe.  Mais  c'est  im  malheur,  et  la  seule  chose  qu'on  puisse  faire  pour 
y  rem^er  est  ce  que  je  propose  faire,  et  aussi  qufe  vous-mfime  vous  fesaiez 
dter  k  la  troupe  la  moiti^  ou  30  des  cartouches  qu'elle  a  k  pnisent ;  que 
vous  les  fassiez  roller  en  paquets  de  10  chacun ;  et  que  vous  les  mettiez 
en  ballots  bien  r^lic^  de  500  en  chaque  ballot.  Un  mulct  en  porterait  4 ; 
et  je  crois  que  vous  ne  trouverez  pas  de  difficult^  k  avoir  200  mulcts  de 
charge  dans  ce  pays  ci. 

To  the  Miniiter  at  War,  Cadis.  La  Mota,  idi  June,  1813. 

I  once  more  beg  your  Excellency  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  conduct  of  the  Intendants  and  civil  authorities  in  the  coun- 
try, of  which  I  have  so  frequently  had  serious  cause  to  complain. 

The  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia  are  detained  in  Estremadura,  on  the 
Guadiana,  because  the  Intendants  of  that  province  have  not  collected  the 
provisions  which  the  Captain  General  had  ordered  by  my  desire  might  be 
collected  for  its  subsistence,  not  less  than  10  weeks  ago.  The  army  of 
Gralicia,  which  is  joined  to  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  under 
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my  command,  is  unprovided  with  mules  to  carry  ammunition,  or  any 
thing  else,  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  the  civil  authorities  m  Galicia,  of 
which  I  have  before  complained. 

The  consequence  is  that  this  army,  which  is  clothed,  armed,  and  disci- 
plined, cannot  be  brought  into  action  with  the  enemy;  and  I  am  obliged 
to  keep  it  in  the  rear.  Thus  this  campaign  will  be  fought  without  the 
aid  of  a  single  Spanish  corps,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  supposed  there  are 
160,000  Spanish  troops  in  arms.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  troops  will 
march  without  provisions,  or  will  fight  without  ammunition ;  and  it  can- 
not be  stated  with  truth,  either  that  provisions  for  the  army  of  reserve 
could  not  have  been  collected  in  Estremadura  upon  10  weeks'  notice,  or 
that  200  or  300  mules  could  not  have  been  procured  in  Galicia  for  the 
ammunition  for  the  army  of  that  province.  Yet  for  want  of  these  exer- 
tions the  cause  may  be  lost* 

I  earnestly  entreat  the  government  to  concert  with  the  Cortes  the  means 
of  establishing  in  the  provinces  some  authority  to  which  the  people  will 
pay  obedience,  and  which  will  insure  their  resources  for  the  purposes  of 
the  war ;  otherwise,  notwithstanding  all  our  exertions,  the  cause  of  the 
country  will  be  lost^ 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  R  WeUaley,  K.B.  L«  Mota,  4th  June,  1813. 

I  write  just  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  getting  on  as  well  as  I  could 
wish.  We  have  established  the  whole  army  on  the  right  of  the  Duero, 
having  possession  of  the  two  bridges  of  Zamora  and  Toro. 

The  enemy  have  retired  from  Madrid,  Toledo,  &c.,  and  have  all  crossed 
the  Upper  Duero.     They  appear  to  be  retiring  towards  Burgos. 

The  10th  hussars  destroyed  the  16th  French  dragoons  on  the  day  before 
yesterday,  between  Toro  and  Zamora.  They  took  about  210  prisoners; 
and  Don  Julian  took  30  dragoons  prisoners  on  the  same  evening  at 
Castro-nuno. 

Gen.  Giron,  with  the  Galician  army,  is  joined  to  our  left. 

,To  Eaii  Bathunt  La  Mota,  4th  June,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  (No.  122)  of  the  13th  May, 
enclosing  one  from  the  Transport  Office  of  the  I2th  May,  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  transports  in  the  Peninsula ;  and  your  Lordship  may  de- 
pend upon  my  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  diminish  the  number 
and  to  limit  it  hereafter. 

I  would  request  your  Lordship  to  observe,  however,  that  of  191  shipa^ 
containing  54,992  tons,  in  other  ports  of  the  Peninsula  besides  Lisbon, 
there  are  119,  containing  37,009  tons,  in  the  service  of  the  army  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  besides  all  His  Majesty's  troop  ships  at- 
tached to  this  army.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  peculiar  situation  of 
that  army,  to  the  services  to  which  it  is  destined  in  the  Peninsula,  and  to 
the  call  to  which  it  is  at  every  moment  liable  from  Sicily.  There  are  4, 
containing  445  tons,  on  the  same  service  at  Carthagena,  and  on  passage 
from  Gibraltar,  and  4,  containing  1345  tons,  on  the  coast  of  Catalonia. 
Of  the  remainder,  there  are  12  ships  at  Cadiz,  contaming  3308  tons,  and 
there  are  15,  containing  3379  tons,  at  Coruna,  or  on  the  passage  from 
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England,  laden  with  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  making  nearly  150  ships  out 
of  191  with  which  Uiis  army  can  have  nothing  to  do,  and  over  which  I 
can  have  no  control.  Of  the  remaining  41  there  are  8  employed  in  con- 
veying Spanish  troops  to  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  others  in  the  removal  of 
atores  for  the  Spanish  or  Portuguese  army  from  one  part  of  the  coast  to 
the  other.  Of  the  64  ships  stated  to  be  at  Lisbon  and  on  the  passage, 
there  are  3  loading  flour  for  Gibraltar,  and  1  for  Alicante,  under  order 
from  England,  15  are  refitting,  5  ordered  to  England,  and  11  on  their 
passage  from  England,  leaving  29  ships  which  can  fairly  be  stated  to  be 
in  the  service  of  this  army  exclusively. 

I  would  beg  your  Lordship  likewise  to  observe  the  nature  and  extent 
of  our  operations,  carried  on,  as  they  are,  with  a  limited  supply  of  money. 
We  are  frequently  obliged  to  move  from  Lisbon  to  the  nearest  post  to  the 
army,  not  only  all  the  ordnance  stores,  ammunition,  &c.,  required  for  the 
army  and  the  allies,  but  the  provisions  and  forage  com  likewise,  from 
the  want  of  specie  to  purchase  those  articles  in  the  country  which  may  be 
the  seat  of  our  operations. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Caftro-monte,  5tb  June,  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  ^  past  11,  enclosing  one  from  Gen. 
Giron,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  orders  to  march  this  day.  I  have 
not  received  the  report  of  the  Spanish  officer  to  which  you  refer. 

From  all  the  accounts  which  I  have  from  the  front,  the  enemy  have 
probably  no  troops  on  this  side  of  the  Carrion ;  at  all  events,  none  on  this 
side  of  the  heights  between  Duefias  and  Palencia.  But  if  they  had,  our 
line  is  so  concentrated  that  with  4000  men  they  could  not  venture  to 
touch  any  part  of  it  It  is  very  desirable,  however,  that  the  cavalry  and 
inftntry  should  be  kept  together,  in  order  to  support  each  other. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Sir  N.  Trant  Castro-monte,  5th  June,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  25th  May,  and  have  spoken  to 
Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  regarding  your  leave  of  absence,  upon  which 
he  will  write  to  you  himself. 

I  perfectly  concur  in  the  justice  of  your  claims ;  and  I  enclose  a  letter 
upon  them  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  which  you  will  either  take  to  England,  if 
the  Marshal  should  give  you  leave,  or  forward  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  as  may 
suit  your  convenience. 

To  Bail  Bathunt  Cartro^nonte,  dth  June,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  Trant,  explaining  the  inconveniences 
under  which  he  labors,  in  consequence  of  a  decision  of  the  War  office 
that  he  shall  not  receive  his  pay  as  Captain  and  Assistant  in  the  Q.  M.  G.'s 
department,  bearing  a  King's  commission  as  such,  while  employed  in  this 
country  under  orders  from  the  Sec.  of  State. 

Having  frequently  had  occasion  to  draw  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
government  to  the  services  and  conduct  of  this  officer,  and  having  ob- 
tained the  interference  of  the  late  Sec.  of  State,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  to 
prevent  his  removal  from  his  office  of  Assistant  in  the  Q.  M.  Q,*8  de- 
partment, while  employed  in  this  country,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I 
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should  endeavor  to  justify  my  present  application  for  your  Lordship's 
interference  in  favor  of  Brig.  Gen.  Trant's  claims  hy  anoUier  reference 
to  his  services  and  merits.  I  can  only  repeat  my  sense  of  Ihem,  and  my 
assurance  that  he  has  continued  them  much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  that 
of  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford,  since  I  had  last  occasion  to  address  the  Sec* 
of  State  upon  his  case.  He  has  heen  employed  in  this  country  in  a  most 
important  situation,  for  the  expenses  of  which  his  allowances  are  hy  no 
means  adequate ;  and  it  is  really  a  matter  of  justice  that  he  should  receive 
the  pay  of  the  situation  which  he  holds  in  England. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Forces.  Castro-monte^  5th  Jube,  181S. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  ult,  containing  an  extract  of  tiiat 
you  wrote  to  me  on  the  20th  Oct  last ;  and  I  heg  to  assure  you,  for  the 
Commander  in  Chiefs  information,  that  for  some  time  past  I  have  given 
officers  who  have  made  application  3  months'  leave  of  ahsence,  which  I 
consider  quite  sufficient  for  the  arrangement  of  the  afi^rs  of  any  officer. 

Memorandum  to  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  of  an  arrangement  for  the  diftribntion  of  bread,  com, 
and  wine  received  from  the  country  to  the  troops  of  the  different  natione  of  which  the 
army  under  Lord  Wellington  is  composed. 

dth  June,  181a. 

1.  Whenever  a  magazine  of  provisions  shall  he  taken  from  the  enemy 
by  the  troops  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lord  Wellington,  it  is  to 
be  divided  among  the  troops  of  the  three  nations  as  follows :  Uiat  is  to  say, 
for  the  English  troops  one  half;  for  the  Spanish  troops  one  quarter ;  for 
the  Portuguese  troops  one  quarter.  The  Commissary  in  Chief  will  settle 
the  contents  of  the  magazine ;  and  in  case  the  Commissary  of  any  nation 
shall  have  received  more  of  it  than  its  proportion,  the  value  of  the  over* 
plus  shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissary  of  that  nation  which  shall  have  r»* 
ceived  less  than  its  proportion. 

2.  The  rents  due  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  received  in  hand  shall  be  ap* 
plicable  to  the  subsistence  of  the  armies. 

The  Intendant  General  of  the  4th  Spanish  army  will  ascertain  as  soon 
as  possible  the  amount  of  these  dues  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  in  the  several 
provinces  under  the  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos.  The  produce  of  these  rents 
shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  applicable  to  the  support  of  the  Spanish 
troops  in  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lord  Wellington.  Those  not 
wanted  for  these  troops  are  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  of 
the  British  troops,  who,  upon  receipt  thereof,  is  to  pay  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  Spanish  government  the  value  of  those  supplies,  at  the  price  cur- 
rent of  the  day. 

3.  The  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Spanish  army,  and  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the 
British  army,  upon  making  the  daily  disposition  for  the  movement  of  the 
army,  are  to  settle  from  what  parts  of  Uie  country  the  separate  Spanish 
corps,  under  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  and  Gen.  Giron,  are  to  draw  their 
bread  and  forage ;  or  if  by  accident  these  corps  should  march  by  the 
same  lines  with  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  in  what  propor- 
tions they  are  to  share  the  resources  of  the  country  through  which  the 
troops  may  pass. 

4.  In  case  any  Spanish  or  Portuguese  troops  should  serve  in  the  same 
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eorpfl  with  British  troops,  as  at  present  in  the  corps  iinder  the  command 
of  Sir  R.  Hilly  the  troops  under  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  and  Cols.  Camp- 
bell and  Diggens,  and  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gen.  Morillo ;  and  in 
the  corps  under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  the  Portuguese  troops  under 
Gens.  Pack  and  Bradford ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  army,  the  Portuguese 
troops  under  Gen.  D'Urban,  and  the  Spanish  troops  under  Don  Carlos 
de  Espana,  the  Commissary  Gen.  of  the  British  army  is  to  take  care  that 
his  deputies,  attached  to  Uiose  corps,  shall  make  such  distribution  of  the 
bread,  wine,  and  forage  eom  receited  from  the  villages  through  which 
the  corps  will  pass,  or  from  which  it  may  receive  its  supplies,  as  may  be 
just,  adverting  to  the  numbers  to  be  fed  by  the  different  nations ;  and 
the  Dep.  Commissary  shall,  for  this  purpose,  communicate  with  the  Com- 
missaries of  the  several  nations,  and  come  to  an  understanding  with  them 
for  their  wants  accordingly. 

5.  It  is,  however,  to  be  dearly  understood,  both  by  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  Commissaries,  and  by  the  people  of  the  country,  that  the 
credit  of  the  British  government  is  pledged  for  the  paymtiat  of  that  only 
for  which  the  Britidi  Commissary  will  give  a  receipt 

Au  G^  Don  P.  A.  Giroo.  Ampudis,  ce  6  Juin,  ISia. 

J'ai  re9U  votre  lettre  du  5  aujourd'hui  m^me.  J'ai  re^  de  I'Amiral  k 
Lisbonne  une  lettre  par  laquelle  U  me  dit  qu'on  a  demand<{  un  vaisseau 
pour  transporter  I'argent  en  Galice,  et  qu*il  compte  en  donner  un  tout  de 
suite.  Aussit^t  que  Targent  sera  arrived  en  Galice  je  le  fend  donner  k 
votre  ordre,  quoique  je  comptais  qu'avec  ce  que  vous  aviez  dc^^  vous 
auriez  assez  pour  la  fin  du  mois. 

Quand  je  vous  donne  certaines  sommes  d'argent,  c'est  tout  ce  que  je 
peux  vous  donner;  et  ce  que  nous  pouvons  recevoir  pour  des  bfllets 
nc^ocitSs  k  la  Corogne  doit  ^tre  consid<$r^  pour  le  service  g^^ral.  J'ai 
dii)k  donn^  Tordre  qu'on  prit  tout  ce  qui  s'otiPre  k  la  Corogne  pour  billets ; 
et  il  nous  conviendrait  beaucoup  de  pouvoir  trouver  Ik  Targent  qu'il  vous 
faudrait  au  lieu  de  le  faire  venir  des  fonds  k  Lisbonne.  Je  vous  prie 
done  de  faire  dire  k  vos  amis  k  la  Corogne  de  donner  k  M.  White  tout 
I'argent  qu'ils  ont  k  donner  pour  des  billets  sur  TAngleterre. 

Le  quartier  g^n^ral  sera  domain  k  Palenoia,  et  je  vous  feral  dire  chaque 
jour  oh  11  sera,  et  de  quelle  mani&re  vous  devez  communiquer  avec  lui. 

Je  crois  que  le  Gt^n.  Castanos  est  allcS  k  Valladolid, 

Aa  Lieut.  tUn.  Comte  Gatan.  Au  Quarti«r  G^n^ial*  oe  6  Juin,  181S. 

Sachant  que  vous  aviez  permis  au  Capt  Lloyd  de  retoumer  k  I'arm^ 
sur  parole  de  ne  pas  servir  jusqu'k  ce  qu'U  fdt  <$chang^  j'ai  renvoy^  hier 
k  I'arm^  Franqaise,  en  Change  pour  lui,  le  Capt  Vernier,  pris  k  Castro- 
nuno  le  m^me  2  de  Juin.  Si  j'eusse  su  que  votre  Excellence  aurait 
pr^<^n$  en  Change  le  Capitaine  d'Artillerie  ChevilliS,  je  Taurais  hit  ren- 
voyer  en  France. 

To  His  Bzoellcocy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Ampodia,  6th  Jum^  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Gen.  Peacocke,  and  its  enclosures,  which  I  beg 
you  will  lay  before  the  Portuguese  government,  and  request  that  they 
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will  decide  whether  the  person  accused  of  the  alleged  murder  shall  be 
tried  according  to  the  Portuguese  law.  In  this  instance  it  would  be  very 
convenient  that  he  should  be  so  tried. 

To  Barl  B&thunt.  Ampudia,  6th  June,  1813. 

The  troops  have  continued  to  advance  since  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship 
on  the  31st  of  last  month,  and  were  on  the  1st  at  Zamora,  and  on  the  2d 
they  arrived  at  Toro. 

The  English  hussars,  being  in  the  advanced  guard,  fell  in,  between 
Toro  and  Morales,  with  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
which  were  immediately  attacked  by  the  10th,  supported  by  the  18th  and 
15th.  The  enemy  were  overthrown,  and  pursued  for  many  miles;  and 
210  prisoners,  with  many  horses,  and  2  officers,  fell  into  our  hands. 

I  enclose  Col.  Grant's  report*  of  this  gallant  afibir,  which  reflects  great 
credit  upon  Major  Robarts  and  the  10th  hussars,  and  upon  Ck>l.  Grant, 
under  whose  directions  they  acted.  On  the  same  evening,  Don  Julian 
Sanchez  surprised .  the  enemy's  post  at  Castro-nuno,  and  took  2  officers 
and  30  cavalry  prisoners ;  and  he  drove  their  posts  from  the  ford  of  Polios. 

The  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridges  of  Zamora  and  Toro ;  and  the 
difficulties  in  the  passage  of  the  Esla  had  retarded  the  movement  of  our 
rear,  while  the  enemy  had  concentrated  their  force  to  a  considerable 

*  Ck>l.  Ghnuit  to  Gen.  the  Maiquii  of  Wellington,  k.G.  Morales,  2d  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  on  approaching  Morales  this  morning 
with  the  hussar  brigade,  the  French  cavalry  appeared  in  considerable  force  near  that 
place. 

The  10th  Royal  hussars  were  immediately  brought  forward,  under  the  orders  of  Major 
Robarti^  who  attacked  the  advanced  squadrons  of  the  enemy  in  the  most  gallant  manner  : 
their  front  line  made  a  determined  resistance,  but  was  instantly  oveqx>waed  by  the  irre- 
sistible impetuosity  of  the  10th  hussars,  which  being  now  supported  by  the  18th  (the  15th 
being  io  reserve)  reached  their  second  line  and  drove  it  with  loss  to  the  heights,  two  miles 
in  front  of  Morales ;  a  position  which  the  enemy  occupied  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  and  where  the  remains  of  their  shattered  squadrons  took  shelter  under  cover  of 
their  guns.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  I  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  nothing  could 
exceed  the  steadiness  and  bravery  of  the  troops  in  this  afiGiir.  I  have,  however,  to  regret 
the  loss  of  a  very  promising  young  officer,  Lieut  Cottin,  of  the  10th  huaars,  who  was 
killed  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  ranks.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  Gapt.  Lloyd,  of  the  same 
regiment,  is  missing., 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  also  a  return  of 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy,  as  fiir  as  it  can  be  ascertained. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  learnt  that  Capt.  Lloyd  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner,  but  has  been  left  at  Pedrosa  dd  Rey,  havmg  given  his  parole  to  the  enemy.  His 
wound  is  severe^  but  not  dangerous. 


Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  neai 

Morales,  on  the  2d  June,  181S. 
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amount  between  Torre-lobaton  aiid  Tordesillas.  1  therefore  halted  on 
the  3d  at  Toro,  in  order  to  bring  the  Light  division  and  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  across  the  Duero  by  the  bridge 
of  that  town,  and  to  close  up  our  rear,  and  to  bring  the  Galiciun  army 
to  join  our  left ;  and  we  moved  again  on  the  4th. 

The  enemy  had  commenced  collecting  their  troops  towards  the  Duero 
when  they  found  that  we  passed  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  and  they  crossed  the 
Duero  at  Tordesillas  on  the  1st  and  2d«  The  troops  at  Madrid,  and  the 
detachments  on  the  Tagus,  broke  up  on  the  27th,  and  crossed  the  Duero 
at  the  Puente  de  Duero  on  the  3d ;  and  Valladolid  was  entirely  evacuated 
on  the  4th.  The  enemy  left  considerable  magazines  of  grain  at  Arevalo, 
and  some  ammunition  at  Valladolid  and  2iamora.  The  enemy  have  passed 
the  Carrion,  and  are  apparently  on  their  retreat  towards  Burgos. 

I  have  received  a  report,  to  which  I  give  credit,  that  the  enemy,  having 
brought  5  guns  to  Castro  Urdiales  from  Santona  by  sea,  effected  a  breach 
in  the  town  wall  on  the  11th  May,  which  they  stormed  and  carried,  the 
garrison  having  retired  to  the  castle.  They  attempted  to  storm  the  castle, 
but  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss ;  and  the  garrison  were  carried 
off  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  by  H.  M.'s  sloops  Lyra^  Eoyalisty  and 
Sparrow  J  and  were  landed  at  Beromeo. 

1  have  received  no  accounts  from  Alicante  since  I  addressed  your  Lord- 
ship last 

To  Sari  Bathuitt  Ampudia,  6tb  June,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  regarding  the  plan  of  sending 
Mr.  Dawkins  to  this  country  for  the  examination  and  passing  of  Sir  R. 
Kennedy's  accounts ;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  sooner  he  is  sent 
the  better. 

T\e  A.O,  to  Utui,  Gtn.  Sir  T.  Pictom,  KB,^  3d  dminon,  7tfa  June,  1813. 

'  I  have  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  vour 
letter  of  Uus  day's  date,  and  in  compliance  with  his  Excellency's  commands  I  have 
represented  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  the  circumstance  of  two  regiments  of  the 
3a  division  being  without  bread  for  tliis  day,  and  that  there  is  little  probability  of 
a  supply  for  to-morrow;  and  I  understand  from  him  that  the  officer  of  the  Com- 
missariat  department,  with  tlie  division,  is  in  momentary  expectation  of  receiving 
a  supplv  from  Valladolid.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests  that  when  any 
corps  shall  have  been  without  the  regular  rations  of  bread,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  that  it  shall  receive  an  additional  proportion  of  meat,  agreeably  to  G.  O. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Amusco,  8tb  June,  1813,  7^  p.m. 

I  received  your  note  on  my  return  home,  and  just  now  your  letter,  en- 
closing one  from  Gen.  Bock.  We  have  seldom,  if  ever,  been  able  to  get 
any  assistance  from  the  cavalry  for  the  police  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  condition  of  the  horses  would  be  much  deteriorated  by  a  constant 
patrole  of  the  numbers  stated,  which,  however,  is  stronger  than  I  hope  is 
necessary.  I  will  speak  to  Lord  Aylmer  to  send  a  second  detachment  of 
the  Staff  corps  to  your  head  quarters  to-morrow  to  aid  in  the  police. 

I  must  refer  you  to  the  G.  O.  for  the  duties  and  authority  of  the  Provost 
and  his  Assistants.  I  doubt  the  legality  of  the  Provost's  authority ;  and, 
in  my  opinion,  necessity  and  custom  are  the  only  foundation  for  it;  but 
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the  tothorkj  ought  not  to  he  extended  farther  than  has  heen  cnetomary^ 
unleas  abMdutelj  neeeesary.  The  Aatiftant  Proyoets,  therefore,  have  not 
the  power  of  executing  ci^itally,  eren  though  they  catch  a  tokUer  in  the 
act  of  eommittkig  an  outrage ;  nor  can  they,  or  even  the  Provost  himael^ 
punish,  unless  they  do  catch  a  soldier  in  the  act 

I  never  heard  id  the  exemption  from  duty  stated  to  he  desired  hy  Pack 
and  Bradford.  Generally,  I  have  found  it  inconvenient  in  this  army,  and 
in  all  allied  armies,  to  name  General  offic«»  of  the  day,  unless  the  num- 
her  of  Gtoerals  should  he  veiy  confined.  By  taking  a  general  roster,  we 
should  fHace  German  and  Portuguese,  and  in  some  instances  even  Spanish 
General  affioevs,  in  conunand  of  our  officers  and  troops,  which  seldom 
answers.  I  never  recollect  to  have  had  Greneral  officers  of  the  day,  excepting 
at  the  siege  of  Badajoz,  where  the  duty  was  p^ormed  hy  3  British  Major 
Generals,  Colville,  K^npt,  and  Bowes,  to  the  exclusion  of  Brigadier 
Genmnb,  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  placing  our  officers  and 
troops  under  2  or  3  Portuguese  Brigaid^ers. 

I  have  seen  Sir  R.  (Kennedy  regarding  the  want  of  bread  by  the  Sth 
division.  The  foct  is,  that  we  have  not  marched  our  magazines ;  and 
although  the  country  ifi  abundant  and  willing  to  supply  us,  I  believe^  for 
our  money,  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  such  an  army  as  this;  and 
the  General  officers  must  give  an  increased  allowance  of  meat  when 
the  bread  by  accident  fails.  They  should  also  endeavor  to  let  the 
Commissary  Gen.  know  of  the  want  before  it  occurs  rather  than  after- 
wards. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  I  have  made  an  arrangement  for  the  dhrision  of 
the  country,  and  the  distribution  of  the  supplies  which  it  contains ;  but 
it  takes  some  time  to  translate  and  copy  it,  and  it  would  only  create  con- 
fusion if  it  were  given  to  one  party  before  it  were  ready  to  be  delivered 

Q.  M.  6.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  KJB.  Amuoo.  sth  June,  niK 

With  a  view  to  keep  die  enemy  in  ig;noiiuioe  aa  mnch  as  powble  with  NiP^ct  to  die 
intended  movementa  of  the  anny,  and  to  give  the  appeanuice  of  our  following  him  by  the 
direct  road  to  Burgoa,  Lord  Wellington  haa  deiired  that  the  following  arrangementi  may 
take  place  to-morrow  on  the  right  or  the  army  : 

The  light  infantry  of  the  right  column  to  more  to  Quintana  del  Pucnte. 

The  cavalry  of  the  column  to  precede  die  in&ntry,  and  to  move  forward  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Villadiego^  from  whence  Major  Gen.  Fane  will  push  on  tnch  patioki  ■•  be 
may  judge  expedient  along  die  road  to  Burgos. 

Maior  Gen.  Fane  will  either  keep  die  cavalry  to-morrow  mght  at  ViUadiego,  or  retire 
it  in  the  evening  nearer  to  the  atqiport  of  the  light  infiuitry  at  Quintaaa  del  Puoil;^  aa  he 
may  judge  expedient 

Major  Qea,  V.  Alten  will  move  forward  hit  brigade  of  cavalry  at  the  nme  time  fWim 
ViUaUco,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  be  a  support  to  Mijor  Gen.  Fkne^  and  to  protect  the  left 
flank  of  Major  Gen.  Panels  movements,  as  may  be  lejiuisite. 

Major  Gen.  V.  Alten  will  be  directed  to  communicate  with  ^rou  in  regard  to  die  abore 
movements.  That  part  of  the  iti^try  of  the  right  column  which  is  not  empl(^ed  on  the 
above  service,  yon  will  be  so  good  as  place  upon  die  right  bank  of  diePiausrga,  in  the  most 
convenient  situation  between  the  bridge  of  Cordavilla  and  Villalaco. 

I  should  apprise  you  that  the  movement  of  the  right  column  of  the  army  on  the  10th  inst 
will  probably  point  by  the  bridge  of  Astndillo  towards  Castroxerii,  in  order  that  the  airange» 
mentsfor  to-monow  may  be  so  managed  as  not  to  interfere  with  those  for  the  fiiUowii^ 
day. 

Head  quarters  will  remain  to-morrow  at  Amusco ;  and  you  will  be  so  good  tiierefore 
as  oontimie  the  letter  parties  of  cavalry  placed  to-day  for  keeping  up  your  communications. 

I  beg  you  will  communicate  such  instructions  to  Don  Julian  Sancbes  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  conform  to,  and  co- operate  with  the  movements  of  Major  Gen.  Fane's 
cavalry  to  morrow. 
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to  all.    This  arrangement,  like  every  thing  else,  will  depend  upon  the 
execution,  and  upon  that  I  own  I  am  not  sanguine. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey*  K.B.  Amuaco,  8th  Juo€^  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  Slst  May,  enclos- 
ing one  of  the  8th  May,  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Campbell,  the  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  in  which  he  has  proposed  that  Major  Gen.  Whittingham's 
corps  should  be  paid  from  the  military  chest  at  Alicante. 

I  dont  see  exactly  the  reason  for  adopting  this  arrangement,  or  in  what 
way  it  would  be  convenient;  though  I  see  many  why  it  would  be  other- 
wise.  Major  Gen.  Whittingham's  is  a  Spanish  corps  paid  under  your 
Excellency's  directions  out  of  the  subsidy  from  His  Majesty  and  the 
Spanish  government.  The  military  chest  at  Alicante  is  destined  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps  under  the  orders  of 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray;  and  although  Major  Gen.  Whittingham's 
corps  is  doing  duty  under  the  orders  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  the 
payments  to  Major  Gen.  Whittingharo  cannot  be  made  without  occasioning 
a  complication  of  accounts  which  would  be  very  inconvenient 

I  would  also  observe,  that  as  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  would  certainly 
not  consent  to  advance  money  from  the  military  chest  to  pay  Gen.  Whit- 
tingham's Spanish  corps,  unless  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  its  demands  were 
thrown  into  the  military  chest,  I  don't  see  the  advantage  which  could  be 
gained  by  this  measure  in  the  way  of  saving  money  which  might  be  de- 
manded from  Gibraltar. 

The  A,0,  to  Una.  Gen,  Sir  T.  Picton,  K.B.,  Sd  division.  8th  June,  1813. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  been  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  signify  to  you 
in  answer,  that  it  is  far  from  his  intention  tiiat  the  troops  should  Bu£rer  the  incon- 
venience therein  complained  of;  and  that  if  that  inconvenience  should  continue  to 
exist,  his  Excellency  thinks  that  the  3d  division  had  better  halt  until  the  necessary 
means  of  conveyance  for  the  sick  shall  have  been  supplied. 

To  Hijor  Gen.  Cooke.  Amusoo,  9th  June,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  May,  and  I  have  perused  with 
attention  the  papers  which  you  have  enclosed  regarding  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  — and  of  other  officers  of  the  Commissariat;  and  I  acknow- 
ledge that  the  acquaintance  which  I  have  with  the  former  would  have 
induced  me  to  expect  a  different  conduct  from  him;  and  that  I  am 
astonished  that  any  persons  of  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  bearing 
His  Majesty's  commission,  should  have  conducted  themselves  as  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Commissariat  have  acknowledged  that  they  have  done. 
It  appears,  however,  that  they  are  not  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  their 

eonduct,  as  each  of  them,  not  excepting  Mr. ,  makes  that  a 

matter  of  boast,  which  any  other  person  would  be  desirous  of  concealing, 
if  by  accident  or  in  a  moment  of  warmth  he  had  been  guilty  of  such  im- 
propriety. I  beg  that  you  will  explain  to  them  all  the  concern  which  I 
feel  upon  this  occasion;  and  that  you  will  express  my  expectation  that 
they  will  avoid  such  conduct  in  future. 

Mr.  ■  — ,  and  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  department  under 

his  charge,  may  conceive  that  he  has,  and  he  certainly  has,  reason  to  com- 
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plain  of  those  persons  at  Cadiz  who  have,  by  anonymous  letters  and  other 
infamous  means,  traduced  his  character  and  conduct,  and  that  of  the 
gentlemen  of  his  department,  to  his  superiors.  But  he  is  mistaken  if  he 
supposes  that  he  ib  the  only  person  liable  to  such  an  evil.  All  those  who 
serve  the  public  honestly  and  faithfully  have  for  their  enemies  and  tra- 
ducers  those  who  are  desirous  of  profiting  by  the  public  wants,  incon- 
veniences, and  disasters,  and  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  times ;  and  Mr. 

and  the  gentlemen  of  the  department  ought  to  have  been  satisfied  by 

the  result  of  the  investigation  of  their  conduct,  and  to  have  relied  upon  the 
justice  of  their  superiors  for  their  acquittal  from  any  future  anonymous 
charges,  and  ought  not  to  have  made  what  I  must  call  a  disgraceful  appeal 
to  the  doubtful  result  of  a  personal  contest  with  persons  entirely  unworthy 
of  their  notice. 

I  feel  exceedingly  displeased  with  Mr. and  all  the  gentlemen  of 

his  department ;  but  I  will  not  consent  to  their  remdval  from  Cadiz.  I 
should  do  them  a  gross  injustice  if,  after  the  investigation  to  which  they 
have  submitted,  I  were  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  their  conduct  towards 
the  public,  or  were  to  allow  any  anonymous  accuser  to  induce  me  to  act 
towards  them  as  if  I  at  least  considered  there  was  the  slightest  ground  for 
such  accusations.  They  must  therefore  remain  at  Cadiz ;  but  I  hope  that 
they  will  hereafter  view  these  accusations,  and  those  whom  they  may 
suspect  of  making  them,  with  the  contempt  which  they  deserve ;  and 
that,  above  all,  they  will  refrain  from  the  conduct  which  is  the  subject  of 
this  letter. 

To  His  Ezcdlency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Amuico,  9th  Jane,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  May,  and  having  conversed  with 
Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  regarding  the  employment  of  the  military  force 
to  check  the  depredations  which  are  so  prevalent  on  all  the  roads  in  Por^ 
tugal,  he  has  stated  to  me  that  the  military  force  in  the  Alentejo  have 
already  taken  up  and  put  in  the  power  of  the  government  a  great  number 
•of  robbers ;  but  not  one  has  yet  been  brought  to  justice  or  punished.  If 
this  is  the  case,  it  ib  an  useless  employment  of  the  military  force,  and  is 
rather  an  encouragement  to  robbery  to  send  them  in  pursuit  of  robbers 
who  when  caught  are  not  to  be  brought  to  punishment,  but  are  eventually 
to  be  let  loose  again  to  prey  upon  the  public. 

While  writing  upon  Ais  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  enclosed  complaint  from  the  Commissary  Gen.  of  the  omission  of  the 
Portuguese  authorities  to  punish  8  persons  convicted  of  stealing  public 
cattle.  If  these  practices  can  be  continued  with  impunity,  the  Portuguese 
government  will  be  so  kind  as  to  take  measures  to  fiimbh  the  Portuguese 
army  with  cattle,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  furnish  them,  if  at  the  same 
time  our  cattle  parks  are  to  be  plundered  with  impunity.  The  greatest 
fault  that  any  government  can  be  guilty  of  is  to  allow  crimes  to  remain 
unpunished ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  this  is  but  too  common  in 
Portugal. 

To  tbe  Principal  Magistrate  at  Madrid.  Amusco,  9th  Juoe,  1813. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  the  passage  of  a  messenger  through 
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Madrid,  to  infonn  70a  that  the  enemj  are  in  retreat  towards  Burgos ;  and 
that  the  army  of  the  allied  nations  will  pass  the  Pisuerga  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  government  have  been  regularly  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  urge  them  to  send  to  the  capital  without 
loss  of  time  the  principal  civil  and  military  authorities.  In  the  mean  time 
I  trust  that  the  loyal  people  of  Madrid  will,  as  heretofore  during  this 
eventful  contest,  conduct  themselves  with  submission  to  the  laws  and  to 
the  existing  authorities,  and  above  all  will  respect  property,  and  aid  in  the 
protection  of  the  safety  of  persons. 

To  Sir  I.  Heard,  Gtrt«r  King  at  Arms.  Amasoo,  9th  Jane,  1818. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  27th  April,  in 
answer  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  Sec  of  State's  office  for  copies 
of  all  documents  by  which  different  titles  and  orders  of  knighthood  have 
been  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  governments, 
and  have  been  accepted  by  me  with  the  gracious  permission  of 
H.  R.  H.  ihe  Prince  Regent,  as  signified  from  time  to  time  by  the  Sec. 
of  State. 

I  have  not  these  documents  by  me,  for  which  reason  I  give  you  the 
trouble  of  a  reference  to  the  Sec.  of  State's  office. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Bourke.  Melgar  oa  the  Puuerga,  lOtb  June,  1813. 

There  are  at  Coruna  certain  ships  loaded  with  biscuit  and  flour,  and 
certain  others  loaded  with  a  heavy  train  of  artillery  and  ammunition,  and 
some  musket  ammunition ;  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if 
you  will  request  any  officer  of  the  navy  who  may  be  at  Coruna  when  you 
receive  this  letter  to  take  under  his  convoy  all  the  vessels  loaded  as  above 
mentioned,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  Santander.  If  he  should  find 
Santander  occupied  by  the  enemy,  I  beg  him  to  remain  off  the  port  till 
the  operations  of  this  army  have  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  it.  If  the 
enemy  should  not  be  in  Santander,  I  beg  him  to  enter  the  port ;  but  to 
be  in  readiness  to  quit  it  again,  if  the  enemy  should  approach  the  place, 
until  I  shall  communicate  with  him. 

If  Mr.  White  should  have  any  money  in  his  hands  which  he  can  spare, 
I  beg  he  will  send  it  by  the  same  opportunity. 

I  have  directed  that  100,000  dollars  should  be  sent  round  from  Lisbon 
for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army ;  and  I  learn  from  Adm.  Martm  that  a 
ship  was  ready  at  the  end  of  May  to  take  this  money  to  Coruna.  I  beg 
that,  when  this  sum  shall  arrive,  it  may  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Gen. 
Giron  at  Coruna. 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Melgu  de  Fenwmeatal.  loth  June.  1818. 

At  the  difficultiet  in  regard  to  fuppliei,  which  already  begin  to  be  felt  would  be  con- 
tidenblj  increaied  were  the  army  to  continue  to  push  forward,  Lord  Wellington  hat  deter- 
mined to  continue  lor  a  day  or  two  near  tlie  fertile  country  upon  the  Pimerffa,  to  give  Uie 
CommiMary  Gen.  an  opportunity  of  making  tuch  arrangementf  as  will  enable  uf  to  move 
to  the  Ebro.  In  the  mean  time^  it  if  intended  to  keep  alive  the  attention  of  the  enemy  on 
the  tide  of  Burgot. 

I  encloee  a  copy  of  the  partial  movementt  of  the  army  ordered  for  to-morrow.  The  right 
column  it  directed  to  be  moved  up  to  Cattroxerix. 
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To  tlie  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wdleriej,  K3.        Mdgar  on  the  Tkang^  lOch  Jwit»  I81S. 

I  have  nothing  particular  to  communicate  to  jou.  The  srtnj  are  acroes 
this  river,  and  within  two  or  three  marches  of  the  £bro.  The  eoemj  are 
still  about  Burgos,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  although  it  is  said  tiiej 
have  retired  towards  Miranda. 

I  hear  that  a  Russian  bulletin  has  been  received  at  Oporto,  with  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Uie  Allies  took 
6000  prisoners  and  20  pieces  of  cannon.  They  have,  however,  retired 
beyond  the  Elbe ;  and  Buonaparte's  head  quarters  were,  by  the  last  ac-^ 
counts,  at  Dresden. 

To  the  Minifter  at  War,  Cadis.  CaftrMEoii,  11th  June,  1813. 

Having  found  that  a  large  number  of  Spaniards,  who,  during  the  course 
of  the  contest  of  Spain  for  her  independence,  have  taken  the  side  of  the 
French,  are  now  staying  with  the  enemy's  army,  I  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing you  upon  that  subject. 

Many  of  these  individuals  are  highly  meritorious,  and  have  rendered 
the  most  essential  services  to  the  cause,  even  during  the  period  in  which 
they  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  enemy.  It  is  also  a  known  fact,  that 
fear,  the  misery  and  distress  which  they  suffered  during  the  contest,  and 
despair  of  the  result,  were  the  motives  which  induced  many  of  these  un- 
fortunate persons  to  take  the  part  which  they  have  taken ;  and  I  would 
beg  leave  to  suggest  for  consideration,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  involve 
the  country  in  all  the  consequences  of  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  eidsting 
law,  in  order  to  punish  such  persons. 

I  am  the  last  person  who  will  be  found  to  diminish  the  merit  of  those 
Spaniards  who  have  adhered  to  the  cause  of  the  country  during  the  severe 
trial  which  I  hope  has  passed,  particularly  of  those  who,  having  remained 
among  the  enemy  without  entering  their  service,  have  served  their  coun- 

6.  O.  OMtnnarU.  lUh  Jom,  181  S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forcei  hat  frequenllj  obierved,  that  after  an  action  with  the 
enem|r  large  numliers  of  toldien  loee  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries,  notwith- 
standing that  this  army  has  inrariably  remained  in  possession  of  the  ground  on  which  it 
has  fought ;  whereby  the  public  and  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment  are  put  to  a  large  expense, 
and  much  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the  service  in  a  case  in  which  the  loss  ought  to  be 
trifliDg. 

2.  In  many  cases  men  who  are  wounded  are  perfbeUy  captble  of  taking  care  of  their 
own  arms,  aecoutrements,  and  necessaries,  and  they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so  by  the 
Surgeon  who  will  give  them  their  6rst  dressing. 

3.  The  Commanding  officer  of  every  regiment  engaged  with  ttut  enemy  should,  as  soon 
alter  the  engagement  as  possible,  send  an  officer  ancl  W  men  over  the  ground  over  which 
the  regiment  may  have  marched,  and  on  which  it  may  have  been  engaged,  in  order  to 
collect  the  arms,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries  belonging  to  the  regiment^  which  when 
collected  must  be  taken  care  of. 

4.  la  future  when  any  regiment  shall  make  a  claim  upon  the  public  for  the  loss  of  arms, 
accoutrements,  and  necessaries  in  action,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prove  that  the  soldier,  for 
whom  a  claim  is  made  for  loss  of  necessaries,  was  so  badly  wounded  that  he  could  not 
take  care  of  his  necessaries,  and  that  the  provisions  of  this  order  have  been  obejed. 

5.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  begs  that  it  may  be  observed  that  there  is  nothing  in 
this  order  which  authorises  the  detaching  of  more  soldiers  to  take  care  of  wounded  in  action 
than  has  been  the  practice  hiUierto.  This  Conunanding  officers  of  regiments,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  non-commissioned  officers  of  companies,  must  take  care  &t  no  men  fkll  out  cf 
the  ranks^  under  pretence  of  taking  care  of  wounded,  who  are  not  ordered  to  fall  out  by  the 
officer  commandmg  the  company,  and  this  officer  must  take  care  diat  no  more  men  are 
employed  on  this  duty  than  are  aheolntrly  necessary  to  perform  it 
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try  al  the  risk  of  their  Uvea.  But,  at  the  same  time  tiiat  I  can  appreciate 
tiie  merit  of  those  individnalsy  and  of  the  nation  at  large,  I  can  foi^ve 
the  weakness  of  those  who  have  been  induced  by  terror,  by  distress,  or 
by  despair,  to  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct. 

I  entreat  the  govemment  to  advert  to  the  circumstances  of  the  com- 
mencement and  of  the  different  stages  of  this  eventful  contest;  and  to  the 
numerous  occasions  in  which  all  men  must  have  imagined  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Powers  of  the  Peninsula,  although  aided  by  Great  Britain, 
to  withstand  the  colossal  power  l^  which  they  were  assailed,  and  nearly 
overcome.  Let  them  reflect  upon  the  weakness  of  the  country  at  the 
commencement  of  the  contest,  upon  the  numerous  and  almost  invariable 
disasters  of  the  armies,  and  upon  the  ruin  and  disoi^anization  which  fol- 
lowed ;  and  let  them  decide  whether  those  who  were  witnesses  of  these 
events  are  guil^  because  they  could  not  foresee  what  has  since  occurred^ 
The  majority  are  certainly  not  guilty  in  any  other  manner;  and  many,  as 
I  have  above  stated,  now  deemed  guilty  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  having 
served  the  pretended  King,  have,  by  that  very  act,  acqiiired  the  means  of 
serving,  and  have  rendered  important  services  to  their  country. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  policy  of  Spain  should  lead  the  government 
and  the  Cortes  to  grant  a  general  amnes^,  with  certain  exceptions.  This 
subject  deserves  consideration  in  the  two  views  of  the  effort  now  making, 
fidling  or  succeeding  in  freeing  the  country  from  its  oppressors.  If  the 
effort  should  fail,  the  enemy  will,  by  an  amnesty,  be  deprived  of  the 
principal  means  now  in  his  hands  of  oppressing  the  country  in  which  his 
armies  will  be  stationed.  He  will  see  clearly  that  he  can  place  no  re- 
liance on  any  partisans  in  Spain ;  and  he  will  not  have  even  a  pretence 
for  supposing  that  the  country  ia  divided  in  opinion.  If  the  effort  should 
succeed,  as  I  sincerely  hope  it  may,  the  object  of  the  government  should 
be  to  pacify  the  country,  and  to  heal  the  divisions  which  the  contest  un- 
av<Hdably  must  have  occasioned.  It  is  impossible  that  this  object  can  be 
accomplished,  as  long  as  there  exists  a  large  body  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
some  possessing  the  largest  properties  in  the  country,  and  others  endowed 
with  considerable  talents,  who  are  proscribed  f<»r  their  conduct  during 
the  contest;  conduct  which  has  been  caused  by  the  misfortunes  to  which 
I  have  above  adverted.  These  persons,  their  friends  and  relations,  will, 
if  persecuted,  naturally  endeavor  to  perpetuate  the  divisions  in  the  coun- 
try, in  the  hope,  at  some  time,  to  take  advantage  of  them ;  and,  adverting 
to  thdur  number  and  to  that  power  which  they  must  derive  from  their 
property  and  connexions,  it  must  be  feared  that  they  will  be  too  suc- 
cessfuL     But  there  are  other  important  views  of  this  question : 

1st ;  Should  the  effort  to  free  the  country  fr*<mi  its  oppressors  succeed 
at  some  time  or  other,  some  approaches  to  peace  must  be  made  between 
the  two  nations ;  and  the  amnesty  to  the  persons  above  described  will 
remove  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  way  of  such  an  arrangement 

2dly ;  Should  ever  Spain  be  at  peace  with  France,  and  should  the  pro- 
scription against  these  perscms  be  continued,  they  will  remun  in  France  a 
perpetual  instrommit  in  the  hands  of  that  restless  Power  to  disturb  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  Spain ;  and  in  case  of  the  renewal  of  war,  which 
wilhbe  their  constant  wish  and  obj<;ct,  they  will  be  the  most  active,  the 
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most  migchievous,  and  most  inveterate  enemies  of  their  country ;  of  that 
country  which,  by  mistaken  seyerify,  aggravates  her  misfortunes  by  cast- 
ing off  from  her  thousands  of  her  useful  subjects. 

On  every  ground,  then,  it  is  desirable  that  this  measure  should  be 
adopted,  and  that  the  present  moment  should  be  seized  for  adopting  it. 
I  am  far,  however,  from  thinking  that  an  amnesty  ought  to  be  granted 
without  exceptions  and  conditions;  and  I  proceed  to  state,  1st,  the  ex- 
ceptions which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  made ;  and  2dly,  the  condi- 
tions on  which  any  amnesty  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  amnesty  ought  not  to  extend  to  the  ministers  of  King  Joseph,  nor 
to  those  who  have  been  most  active  in  his  support,  and  by  their  influence 
and  persuasions  can  be  proved  to  have  induced  others  to  have  espoused 
his  interests,  nor  to  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  shedding 
blood,  and  in  committing  acts  of  cruelty  against  any  Spaniard.  Those 
likewise  who  have  deserted  any  public  trust  or  station  to  join  the 
Intruder,  with  the  exception  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army,  ought  to  be  liable  to  the  legal  consequences  of  their 
conduct. 

All  others  ought  to  be  pardoned  on  the  following  conditions :  1st;  That 
unless  positive  evidence  should  be  given  to  the  government  of  their  having 
served  the  public  during  the  time  they  were  in  the  service  of  the  pre- 
tended King,  they  shall  reside  in  the  place  appointed  for  their  residence, 
and  be  under  the  inspection  of  the  police,  and  shall  not  be  employed  by 
the  public  for  2  years  from  the  date  of  the  amnesty.  After  that  time 
they  should  be  eligible  for  employment,  unless  previously  accused  of 
some  act,  the  proof  of  which  would  legally  render  them  incapable  of  fill- 
ing an  office. 

In  bringing  this  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  government, 
I  am,  perhaps,  intruding  my  opinion  on  a  subject  in  which,  as  a  stranger, 
I  have  no  concern ;  but  having  had  an  advantage  enjoyed  by  few,  of  being 
acquainted  with  the  concerns  of  this  country  since  the  commencement  of 
the  contest,  and  having  been  sensible,  both  in  the  last  and  in  the  present 
campaign,  of  the  disadvantages  suffered  by  Spain  from  the  want  of  a 
measure  of  this  description,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  as  an  individual 
well  wisher  to  the  cause,  to  bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  the  go- 
vernment ;  assuring  them,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  never  had  the 
slightest  communication  on  the  subject  with  the  government  of  my  own 
country;  nor  do  I  believe  that  they  have  ev^r  turned  their  attention  to  it 
What  I  have  above  stated  are  my  own  opinions,  to  which  I  may  attribute 
more  weight  than  they  merit;  but  they  are  formed  upon  experience  and 
long  reflection,  and  are  founded  upon  a  sincere  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  this  country. 

To  Hii  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Caftrozeris,  11th  June,  1S13. 

I  observe,  upon  looking  over  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  of  last  month, 
a  much  larger  sum  employed  upon  naval  expenses  than  it  was  agreed 
should  be  incurred ;  and  likewise  that  the  sum  for  the  Junta  de  Viveres 
is  paid  in  metal.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  notic  these  cii^ 
cumstances. 
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Vie  A,Q,  to  Sir  R,  H.  K0metfy,  Commi»$aiy  General  1 1th  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  of  traDsmitting  to  you  herewith  a  letter  and  enclosure,  which 
I  have  received  from  Lieut  CoL  Bouverie,  A.A.G.,  regarding  ^e  detention  by 

Mr. ,  of  the  Commissariat,  of  a  soldier  belonging  to  uie  Royal  Waggon  Train ; 

and  I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Mr. not  only  to  restore  the 

soldier  aUuded  to  to  his  regiment,  but  to  state  in  writing  the  circumstances  which 
induced  him  to  act  in  dl»obedience  to  the  G.  O.  of  this  army  by  employing  the 
man  as  his  servant 

Tie  A.O,  to  Q6n,  Wimpffen^  Ckrfd^Eiai  Mqjor  de  tjrmee  EtpagnoUe,       Ce  1 2  Ju'm,  1813. 
J*ai  llionneur  de  vous  pr6venir  que  les  prisonniers  de  guerre  dont  je  vous  ai 

Sarl6  hier  apr^s  midi  doivent  partir  de  Safamanque  le  23  du  courant  sur  la  route 
e  Lisbonne,  et  qu'Hs  arriveront  le  26  h.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  oii  ils  feront  halte  le 
27;  et  Milord  Wellington  m'a  chaig6  de  vous  prier  d*6crire  au  gouverneur  de 
cette  place  de  faire  marcher  les  prisonniers  sur  Sabugal  par  la  route  ci-jointe  sous 
I'escorte  d'un  d^tachement  de  sa  gamison.  L'officier  commandant  Tescorte 
venant  de  Salamanque  aura  Tordre  a'y  retoumer  aprds  avoir  remis  h.  la  charge 
du  ^uvemeur  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo  les  dits  prisonniers.  Le  nombre  de  ces 
demiers  montera  d-peu-prds  de  5(K)  &  550  de  touts  grades.  A  Sabugal  Tescorte 
EspagnoUe  sera  relev6e  par  un  d6tachement  de  milices  Portugaises. 

The  A,  G.  to  Capi.  Hunt,  51th  regt,,  SeUamanca,  12th  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  that  a  party  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters, 
consisting  of  about  60  men,  marched  from  hence  this  morning  on  the  route  to 
Salamanca,  where  they  will  arrive  oil  the  21st  inst ;  and  1  have  been  directed  b^ 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  vou  will  cause  the  wliole  of  the  pri- 
soners of  war  and  deserters  to  proceed  under  charee  of  Capt.  Campbell  of  the 
Portuguese  service,  on  the  23d  inst,  to  Ciudad  Rodngo,  according  to  the  annexed 
route.  At  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Capt.  Campbell  will  deliver  over  the  prisoners  of  war 
and  deserters  in  charge  to  the  Governor  of  that  place,  and  will  proceed  by  the 
way  of  Salamanca  to  join  the  army  with  his  detachment 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Villadiego,  13th  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  contain- 
ing the  report  of  the  capture  of  Castro  Urdiales  by  the  enemy. 

To  Earl  Bathuist  Vilbdiego,  13th  June,  1813. 

The  army  passed  the  Carrion  on  the  7th,  the  enemy  having  retired 
across  the  Pisuerga;  and  on  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  we  brought  forward 
our  left  and  passed  that  river. 

The  celerity  of  our  march  up  to  this  period,  and  the  probable  difficulties 
in,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army  in  our 
frurther  progress,  induced  me  to  make  short  movements  on  the  11  th,  and 
to  halt  the  left  on  the  12th;  but  on  the  latter  day  I  moved  forward  the 
right  under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  consisting  of  the  2d  British,  Gen. 
Morillo's  Spanish,  and  the  Conde  de  Amarante's  Portuguese  divisions 
of  infantry ;  and  the  Light  division  under  Major  Gen.  Baron  C.  Alten ; 

G.  O.  Cikrtroxeriz.  lith  June,  181S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  omitted  to  return  hit  thanks  to  the  2d  regt  of  hussars, 
K.G.L.,  for  their  services  in  this  country,  when  he  was  lately  under  the  necessity  of  ordering 
that  their  horses  should  be  drafted  from  them. 

3.  There  is  no  oor^  in  the  army  of  whose  senrioes  and  merits  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  entertains  a  higher  opinion  than  of  the  2d  hussars ;  and  he  assures  them  that  the 
measure  which  has  deprived  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  of  their  assistance  in  this  coun- 
try was  adopted  with  regret,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  and  was  occasioned  solely  by 
views  fur  the  general  b^efit  of  the  army. 
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•  and  Major  Gen.  Fane's,  Major  Gen.  Long'f,  Major  Gen.  V.  Alien's,  Brif . 
Gen.  Ponsonby's,  and  Col.  Grant's  (Hussar)  brigades  of  cavalry,  towards 
Burgos,  with  a  yiew  to  reconnaitre  the  enemy's  position  and  numbers  near 
that  town,  and  to  force  them  to  a  decision  whether  to  abandon  the  castle 
to  its  fate,  or  to  protect  it  with  all  their  force. 

I  found  the  enemy  posted  with  a  considerable  force,  commanded,  as  I^ 
understand,  by  Gen.  Reille,  on  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the  Hormaza, 
with  their  right  above  the  village  of  Hormaza,  and  their  left  in  front  of 
Estepar.  We  turned  their  right  with  the  hussars  and  Gen.  Ponsonby*8 
brigade  of  cavalry  and  the  Light  division  from  Isar,  while  Gen.  V. 
Alten's  brigade  of  cavalry  and  CoL  the  Hon.  R.  W.  O'Callaghan's  brigade 
of  the  2d  division  moved  up  the  heights  from  Hormaza,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  threatened 
the  heights  of  Estepar. 

These  movements  dislodged  the  enemy  from  their  position  immediately. 
The  cavalry  of  our  left  and  centre  were  entirely  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  obliged  to  retire  across  the  Arlanzon  by  the  high  road  towards 
Burgos.  Although  pressed  by  our  cavalry,  and  suffering  considerable  loss 
by  the  fire  of  Major  Gardiner's  troop  of  horse  artillery,  and  obliged  to 
make  their  movements  at  an  accelerated  pace,  that  they  might  not  give 
time  to  our  infantry  to  come  up,  they  made  it  in  admirable  order;  but 
they  lost  one  gun  and  some  prisoners,  taken  by  a  squadron  of  the  14tk 
light  dragoons,  commanded  by  Capt.  Milles,  and  a  detachment  of  the  3d 
dragoons  which  charged  their  rear. 

The  enemy  took  post  on  the  left  of  the  Arlanzon  and  Urbel  rhrers^ 
which  were  much  swollen  with  rain,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  re- 
tired their  whole  army  through  Burgos,  having  abandoned  and  destroyed 
a«  f ar  as  they  were  able,  in  the  short  space  of  time  during  which  tiiey 
were  there,  the  works  of  the  castle  which  they  had  constructed  and  im- 
proved at  so  large  an  expense ;  and  they  are  now  on  their  retreat  towards 
the  Ebro  by  the  high  road  of  Briviesca  and  Miranda.  In  the  mean  time 
the  whole  of  the  army  of  the  allies  has  made  a  movement  to  the  left  this 
day ;  and  the  Spanish  corps  of  Galicia  under  Gen.  Giron,  and  the  left  of 
the  British  and  Portuguese  army  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  will, 
I  hope,  pass  the  Ebro  to-morrow  at  the  bridges  of  Rocamunde  and  San 
Martin. 

In  the  course  of  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th,  Don  Julian  Sanchez  was  very 
active  on  the  left  of  the  enemy,  and  took  several  prisoners. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  with  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia  will 
arrive  at  Medina  del  Campo  on  the  14th. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Elio  of  the  1st  inst.,  in  which  be 
informs  me  that  the  3d  Spanish  army  had  joined  the  2d,  that  these  armies 
had  taken  the  positions  before  occupied  by  the  2d  army  and  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  troops  under  Sir  J.  Murray,  and  that  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  had 
embarked  in  obedience  to  the  orders  which  he  had  received  with  the 
troops  under  his  command ;  had  sailed  from  Alicante  with  a  £ur  wind, 
and  was  out  of  sight  on  the  1st  inst 

I  have  had  the  castle  of  Burgos  examined  this  day,  and  I  am  happy  to 
inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  possible  to 
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put  it  in  a  state  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense.  It  is  a  post  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  country,  particularly  during  the  winter ;  and 
if  I  should  find  it  practicable,  I  will  have  it  put  in  a  state  of  defence. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Villadiego^  13th  June,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  last  weekly  and  daily  state.  We  keep  up  our  strength, 

and  the  army  are  very  healthy,  and  in  better  order  than  I  have  ever  known 

them.  God  knows  how  long  this  will  last.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the 
officers. 

I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  excepting  what  is  contained  in  the  diipatch 
of  this  day. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wdleriej,  K.a  Villmdiego,  13tfa  June,  1813. 

I  have  no  news  from  hence  to  give  you  besides  what  is  in  my  dispatch. 
I  think  we  are  getting  on  well ;  and  I  consider  the  evacuation  of  the 
castle  of  Burgos  a  very  important  event. 

I  have  no  news  from  England.  The  French  have  a  bulletin  of  the  24th 
May,  when  Napoleon  was  at  Dresden.  They  talk  of  successes ;  but  as  he 
was  still  at  Diesden  on  the  24th,  having  arrived  there  on  the  8th,  they 
cannot  be  very  important 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  GFabam»  K.a  Maw,  14th  June,  1813,  11  p.ic. 

I  received  last  night  your  letters  of  yesterday,  and  I  would  have  written 
to  you,  only  that  I  had  the  Cadiz  and  English  mails  to  dispatch. 

You  will  have  heard  from  Murray  that  the  enemy  blew  up  the  castle 
of  Burgos  in  the  morning,  but  the  destruction  is  not  so  complete  as  they 
hoped  to  make  it.  I  understand  that  the  explosion  destroyed  many  men. 
The  whole  army  was  at  and  near  Burgos  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  and 
marched  yesterday  morning  towards  Briviesca,  leaving  the  same  rear 
guard  as  before,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gamonal.  The  rear  guard  had 
not  moved  at  dusk  yesterday  evening,  but  I  suppose  they  went  off  last 
night 

In  regard  to  — ^  — ,  I  will  appoint  him  to  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  depart- 
ment, if  this  arrangement  should  be  thought  likely  to  be  of  use  to  prevent 
his  doing  a  very  foolish  thing ;  but  I  don't  see  how  I  can  with  propriety 
give  the  hint  which  you  suggest  I  could  do  so  only  on  public  grounds ; 
and  I  am  afraid  there  are  too  many  Staff  officers  in  this  army  similarly 
attended  to  allow  of  my  making  this  condition  in  his  case.  If  the  appoint- 
ment of is  not  likely  to  have  the  wished  for  effect,  I  acknow- 
ledge that  I  feel  unwilling  to  make  it  There  are  some  officers  in  the 
army  who  have  lost  their  appointments  to  the  Staff  by  going  home  on 

Q.  M.  O.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Mua.  Hth  Jone,  1B18. 

The  encloeed  it  the  arrangement  for  to-morrow.  I  am  infbrmed  there  are  two  roads  Arom 
San  Martin  to  Villarcayo,  tM  one  hj  La  Lattra,  Lomai  de  Villamediana,  Beiana,  Soncillo, 
Villarcayo ;  the  other  by  Rira,  Mannnedo,  Ancenillat,  Villarcayo.  The  former  of  tiiete  i« 
stated  to  be  good  for  artillery,  and  to  make  the  distance  7^  leagues.  The  latter  (which  is 
reported  to  be  passable  for  artillery  from  Villarcayo  only  as  &r  as  Rira)  is  stated  to  me 
to  be  good  for  mfimtry  all  the  way,  and  to  be  only  4^  leagues.  I  dierefure  calculate  upon 
your  moving  the  infantry  by  the  latter  road,  and  the  artillery  by  the  former,  and  upon  the 
whole  being  able  to  reach  Villarcayo  to-morrow.  I  beg  you  will  send  a  report  to  head 
quarten  at  Quintana,  near  Puente  de  Arenas. 
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account  of  tlieir  health,  and  have  staid  awaj  more  than  2  months,  who 

have  claims  to  he  appointed ;  and  there  are  others,  such  as ,  of  the 

Guards,  whom  I  have  long  been  desirous  of  appointing  when  there  should 
be  an  opportunity ;  all  of  which  claims  will  be  postponed  by  this  arrange- 
ment. But  if  it  will  produce  the  wished  for  effect,  I  shall  not  feel  any 
objection  to  postpone  these  claims,  and  will  appoint  him.  I  return  his 
letter. 

Au  G^n.  DoD  P.  A.  Giron.  Mata,  ce  14  Juin,  1813,  ill  heuret  da  matin. 

J'ai  re^u  avant  hier  votre  lettre  du  11,  et  hier  celle  du  13.  J'ai  cm 
que  j'avais  fait  un  arrangement  pour  les  subsistances,  sur  lequel  il  ne 
pourrait  pas  avoir  ou  misprise  ou  dispute ;  mais  je  vois  que  je  me  suis 
tromp^.  Mais  il  parait  que  c'est  dans  I'ezt^cution  qu'il  a  manqu^ ;  et  j'ai 
donnd  ordre  hier  que  dort^navant  on  vous  dise  les  noms  des  endroits  d'oii 
vous  devez  tirer  vos  subsistances,  auzquels  notre  Commissaire  Gentlral  ne 
doit  envoyer  personne. 

II  y  a  des  difficultt^  en  tout,  mais  surtout  en  subsistances  de  guerre,  quand 
quelques-uns  vont  au  march($  avec  de  I'argent,  et  les  autres  sans  le  sou. 
Mais  il  ne  faut  pas  se  relftcher.  Pour  ce  qui  regarde  Palencia,  Fromista, 
et  Carrion,  il  me  parait  qu'ils  ne  sont  ni  sur  votre  gauche  ni  sur  vos  der* 
ri^res.  Mais  je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  savoir  les  noms  de  ces  commissaires 
qui  se  sont  apoderados  des  fours  k  Palencia  et  Fromista.  lis  seront  indu- 
bitablement  punis,  parceque  je  ne  permets  pas  I'usage  de  la  force  par  les 
Messieurs  de  cette  esp^ce. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  Targent,  j'ai  fait  tout  ce  que  j'ai  pu  avec  le  gou- 
vemement,  mais,  je  suis  flch^  d'ajouter,  sans  effet.  II  parait  que  le 
gouvemement  pense  que  I'arm^  pent  opc^rer  sans  argent,  et  que  les 
Gt^nt^raux  se  plaignent  sans  raison. .  Je  t&cherai  de  vous  donner  encore 
100,000  duros  k  la  fin  du  mois  d'Aodt 

Je  n'entends  pas  ezactement  I'aflfaire  des  officiers  du  n^giment  d'Al- 
manza  et  des  hussards  d'Estremadure  comme  vous  I'avez  represented ;  et 
je  vols  qu'il  y  a  quelque  m^prise  de  la  part  de  ces  officiers.  £n  tout  cais, 
ils  ne  peuvent  pas  quitter  les  corps  o(i  Us  sont  sans  ordre  ou  permission. 

aime  assez  les  eaux  troubled ;  mais  il  faut  qu'il  apprenne  que 

c'est  le  devoir  d'un  G^ntSral  dans  sa  position  de  calmer,  au  lieu  d'exciter, 
les  inquietudes.  Je  ferai  mieux  de  causer  \k  dessus  avec  vous  a  la  pre- 
miere occasion,  avant  de  faire  quelques  dc^marches  sur  ce  sujet. 

L'ennemi  a  fiedt  sauter  le  ch&teau  de  Burgos,  et  est  en  pleine  retraite 
sur  I'Ebre. 

To  Gen.  Don  X.  Elio.  Masa,  14th  June,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letters  of  the  30th  May  and  the 
1st  inst,  and  I  have  requested  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  to  send  you  an 
answer  to  that  which  you  wrote  me  respecting  the  operations  of  the  2d 
and  3d  armies. 

In  answer  to  your  other  letter  of  the  1st  June,  enclosing  one  from  the 
Inspector  of  Infantry  of  the  29th  May,  I  write  to  you*  myself  to  request 
you  to  continue  your  efforts  in  the  service  of  your  country,  in  hopes  that 
some  remedy  may  be  found  for  the  various  evils  of  which  you  complain* 
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I  am  perfectly  sensible  of  those  evils,  and  I  am  so/ry  to  say,  that  expe- 
rience has  proved  to  me  that  time  only  can  find  a  remedy  for  some  of 
them ;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  us  in  high  situations  to  set  the  example  of 
patience  and  perseverance  in  the  performance  of  our  duty,  of  which  we 
have  witnessed  such  signal  instances  in  the  lower  classes  of  society,  and 
in  the  inferior  ranks  of  the  army. 

Your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  my  attending  to  your  wishes  in 
every  respect,  as  far  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  upon  my  neglecting  no 
means  in  my  power  to  induce  the  government  to  'attend  to  the  necessities 
of  their  army. 

Au  G^D.  Don  L.  Wimpffen.  Masa,  ce  14  Juin,  1813. 

Je  vous  prie  d'envoyer  un  officier  de  I'Etat  Major  G($n<h*al  dans  la 
province  de  Soria,  pour  les  objets  dont  nous  avons  parU  ce  matin.  II  se 
mettra  en  communication  avec  le  Gt5nc5ral  Duran,  et  il  recevra  de  lui  et 
des  autres  officiers  commandants  des  corps  en  cette  province,  et  en  Ara- 
gon,  des  (Stats  de  leur  corps ;  et  il  s'informera  oh  ils  sont  stationes,  et 
comment  ils  sont  habilltSs,  arm<^  et  (k^uipes ;  et  quels  sont  leurs  moyens 
pour  entreprendre  une  optSration  quelconque  contre  I'ennemi.  II  s'infor- 
mera ausst  quels  sont  les  postes  occupt^  par  Tennemi  au  nord  de  I'Ebre 
dans  ces  parties  1^  et  par  quelle  force. 

II  serait  tres  important  aux  optf rations  des  armees  de  ce  cuttS  ci  et  du 
cute  du  has  Ebre,  si  on  pouvait  prendre  possession  de  Saragosse ;  et  si  on 
pouvait  couper  la  communication  entre  Suchet  et  le  Roi.  Apr^s  Sara- 
gosse il  me  parait  que  le  point  le  plus  important  k  occuper  par  les  troupes 
de  ce  cdt^  1^  serait  Tudela  de  TEbre,  afin  de  nous  donner  les  ressources 
de  ces  provinces  k  nos  operations  ulterieures.  L'officier  dira  qeci  au 
Gtfn^ral  Duran  ou  k  celui  qui  y  commandera. 

Au  G6d.  Doii  L.  Wimpffen.  Masa,  ce  14  Juin,  1813,  i  H  beorei  du  •onr. 

En  ^rivant  au  Comte  de  la  Bisbal  sur  sa  marche,  je  vous  prie  de  lui 
dire  de  tirer  des  subsistances  de  Tordesillas  et  de  Valladolid ;  et,  apres 
avoir  passed  Valladolid,  de  Lerma,  Roa,  &c.,  et  le  pays  entre  le  Pisuerga, 
le  Duero,  et  I'Arlanzon. 

P.S.  Je  ferai  arr^ter  le  courrier  jusqu'^  I'arrivt^  des  ordres  sur  ce  sujet, 
en  cas  que  vous  ayez  <Scrit  le  premier  avant  de  recevoir  celle-ci. 

To  the  Minirter  at  War,  Cadis.  Masa,  Utb  June,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  26th  May,  enclosing 
the  decree  of  the  Cortes  Regency  of  the  18th  May,  in  regard  to  the  In- 
tendants  of  the  armies  and  the  Intendants  of  the  Provinces,  which  I  con- 
sider as  the  determination  of  the  government,  upon  the  diflferent  repre- 
sentations which  I  have  made  to  your  Excellency  in  regard  to  the  abuses, 
whose  existence  thus  perpetuated,  absolutely  prohibits  the  existence  of  a 
Spanish  army. 

Since  the  month  of  December  last,  I  have  apprised  the  government  of 
the  fatal  consequences  to  the  military  operations  of  the  army  resulting 
from  the  abuses  in  the  financial  system  -,  and  I  have  recommended  mea- 
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sures,  which  have  not  only  not  been  adopted,  but  nothing  has  been  adopted 
in  their  stead. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  government,  from  the  Generals  of  all  the 
armies,  representations  of  the  prevailing  abuses  in  the  finance,  and  of  the 
misery  suffered  by  the  troops  under  their  command  respectively.  It  is 
at  the  same  time  obvious,  that  the  existing  system  is  as  cruelly  oppressive 
upon  the  people  as  it  is  ruinous  to  the  army  and  to  the  State,  and  is  more 
likely  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  government,  than 
a  system  of  finance  rigidly  carried  into  execution,  which  should  provide 
for  the  wants  of  the  armies. 

It  is  a  fact.  Sir,  that  the  troops  of  Spain,  in  diminished  numbers,  are 
starving  in  rich  provinces,  which,  only  last  year,  maintained  ten  times  the 
number  of  French  troops  in  plenty.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  this  is  owing 
to  inexperience,  and  mal-administration,  and  to  the  misapplication  of  the 
public  funds. 

There  are  about  24,000  Spanish  troops  belonging  to  the  4th  army,  and 
the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  serving  with  the  grand  army  of  the 
allies  under  my  command.  Nine-tenths  of  the  revenues  of  Seville  and 
Andalusia,  of  Estremadura,  of  Galicia,  and  of  Old  Castille,  that  is  to  say, 
of  more  than  three-fourths  of  Spain,  now  freed  from  the  enemy,  are  said 
to  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  these  troops ;  and  yet  I  assure  your  Ex- 
cellency, that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  sums  which  are  given  to  these  troops 
from  the  military  chest  of  the  British  army,  which  so  far  diminish  the 
efficiency  of  that  army,  these  troops  would  not  have  a  shilling  to  pay. 
Their  provisions  are  forced  from  the  country  by  a  description  of  plunder. 

The  government  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  consequences  to 
be  expected  from  these  evils ;  and  they  are  so  obvious,  and  the  Generals 
commanding  armies  feel  themselves  so  incapable,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, of  applying  a  remedy,  or  of  avoiding  the  fate  which  awaits  us  all, 
that  two  of  them  have  already  desired  leave  to  resign,  and  to  serve  in 
inferior  stations. 

I  have  had  many  reasons  to  regret  that  your  Excellency  should  have 
been  separated  from  head  quarters;  but  I  regret  particularly  that  you 
were  called  to  the  responsible  situation  which  you  now  fill,  before  you 
were  a  witness  of  the  dreadful  consequences  to  the  discipline  and  efficiency 
of  an  army,  of  being  without  pay  or  resources  of  any  description,  at  the 
moment  at  which  the  efforts  and  exertions  of  all  are  required  to  be  directed 
against  the  common  enemy.  Your  experience  would  then  have  given 
double  weight  to  the  counsel  which  I  feel  convinced  you  have  given  to 
the  government  on  these  subjects,  with  a  view  to  draw  their  attention  to 
the  finances  of  the  state,  in  order  to  insure  the  support  of  that  army, 
upon  whose  efficiency  the  state  depends  for  its  existence. 

TheA.O,to  Major  Gen,  OnoaU,  5th  divtston,  14th  June,  1813. 

The  Marquis  of  Wellington  has  directed  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  euclosed 
return  of  carts  belonging  to  the  5th  division  which  were  observed  this  day  on  the 
line  of  inarch,  and  to  inform  you  that  besides  these  caits  his  Lordship  himself 
took  notice  of  two  others,  one  loaded  with  private  baggage  belonging  to  the  59th 
regt.,  and  one  loaded  with  tents  belonging  to  the  4111  regt.  His  Lordship  has 
directed  me  to  point  out  to  you  how  very  inconvenient  these  carts  are  to  Ae 
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operations  of  the  army,  and  how  very  desirable  it  would  be  to  get  rid  of  them 
entirely,  particularly  in  a  mountainous  country ;  that  to  carry  private  baggage 
upon  carts  is  positively  contrary  to  orders,  and  that  to  carry  tents  upon  carts  is 
quite  ridiculous,  as  they  caimot  by  any  possible  chance  arrive  upon  the  ground 
to  be  occupied  by  the  troops  before  they  will  march  from  it  That  a  very  liberal 
allowance  has  been  made  to  the  Captains  to  enable  them  to  provide  sufficient 
mules  to  carry  3  tents  for  each  company,  and  that  his  Lordship  is  very  sorry 
to  observe  that  the  only  regiments  which  have  not  got  such  mules  to  carry  their 
tents  are  those  in  the  5th  ^vision,  notwithstanding  that  he  particularly  requested 
the  General  officers  would  attend  to  this  essential  branch  of  the  equipment  of  the 
regiments  under  their  command.  That  bis  Lordship  has  before  had  to  notice 
similar  want  of  attention  in  the  5th  division,  the  consequence  of  whicB  is,  that 
edthough  composed  of  the  finest  regiments  in  the  army,  it  has  many  more  sick  in 
comparison  with  the  other  divisions. 

Tnat  his  Lordship  has  sent  orders  to  Major  Lawson  about  his  having  bullock 
carts  to  attend  bis  brigade  of  artillery,  contrary  to  his  Lordship's  repeated  orders ; 
and  that  his  Lordship  now  begs  that  you  will  give  orders  that  the  Provost  attached 
to  the  5th  division  may  attend  the  baggage  occasionally,  and  that  all  private 
baggage  of  every  description  carried  upon  carts  may  be  burned,  and  the  caits 
banded  over  to  the  Commissariat.  His  Lordship  also  desires  to  know  the 
names  of  the  Captains  of  companies,  who  have  omitted  to  have  proper  mides  to 
carry  the  tents  of  their  companies,  in  order  that  his  Lordship  may  take  measures 
to  have  the  allowance  which  has  been  given  for  tliat  purpose  stopped  from  their 
pay. 

G.  O.  QuInoooM.  17th  June,  1813. 

1.  The  Ckmimander  of  the  Forces  requests  the  attention  of  the  (General  officers  to  his 
order  oi  the  16tb  March,  1811,  directing  that  the  column  of  march  of  the  infantry  shall  be 
formed  by  sections  of  3  men  in  front 

2.  bi  the  defiles  through  which  the  army  is  likely  to  march,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
great  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  march  of  the  baggage,  the  boor  at  which  it  is  to  set 
oft,  and  the  order  in  which  it  is  formed. 

3.  When  more  than  one  division  of  infantry,  or  brigade  of  cavalry,  inarch  upon  the  same 
road  firom  the  same  camp,  it  it  desirable  that  the  baggage  of  each  should  follow  it ;  and 
this  must  be  the  practice,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  When  the  country  is  open,  2  or  more 
divisions  of  infontry,  or  brigades  of  cavalry,  moving  from  the  same  camp,  are  to  march 
half  an  hour  after  each  other ;  when  the  country  is  close^  they  are  to  march  one  hour  after 
each  other. 

4.  The  baggage  is  to  be  formed  as  follows,  unless  otherwise  ordered : 
1ft ;  Oxen  for  the  day*s  provision. 

3d ;  Wheel  carriages  drawn  by  horsra  or  mules. 

8d  i  Wheel  carriages  with  iron  axletiees  drawn  by  bollocks. 

4th ;  Mules  with  ammunition. 

5th ;  The  baggage  of  the  staff  of  the  division,  or  brigade  of  cavalry. 

6th  ;  Camp  ketUes  or  tent  mules,  and  the  baggage  of  the  officers  of  regiments,  in  the 

order  by  regiments  in  which  the  regiment  stands  in  the  column. 
7th ;  The  commissariat  stores  upon  mules. 

5.  All  bullock  carts  upon  wooden  axletrees,  and  droves  of  oxen,  excepting  those  required 
for  the  day  s  supply  for  each  division,  or  brigade  of  cavalry,  are  to  follow  the  whole  column 
which  will  move  from  the  same  camp. 

6.  Officers  are  to  take  care  that  all  the  baggage  is  ready  to  start  at  the  hour  appointed 
for  the  march  of  the  division. 

7.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  likewise  requests  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  the 
march  of  their  several  regiments,  troops,  and  companies,  in  marching  through  a  continua- 
tion of  narrow  roads  and  defiles,  such  as  must  be  passed  in  this  country.  It  is  scarcely 
ever  necessary  for  the  rear  ta  move  at  an  accelerated  pace  in  order  to  close  up  to  the  front 
of  a  column ;  whatever  may  be  the  distance  to  which  the  passage  of  a  difficulty  may  throw 
any  body  of  troops  to  the  rear,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  head  of  ihe  column  vrill  meet 
with  o^ers  which  will  enable  the  rear  to  gain  its  distance  without  hurrying  tlie  troops;  and 
if  sodi  difficulty  should  not  oeetir,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Commander  of  the  column  to 
halt  it,  and  it  is  better  that  the  head  should  hidt  than  that  the  rear  should  be  huiried. 
Officers  commanding  troops  and  companies  will  attend  to  this. 

8.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  likewise  requests  that  when  the  names  of  several  vil- 
lages are  marked  in  the  mute  to  he  passed  through,  the  Staff  officer  leading  the  column 
wUl  inquire  from  his  guide  for  each  of  them  successively. 

2  M  2 
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The  Marquis  of  Wellington  likewise  begs  that  Brig.  Gen.  Robinson  may  be 
informed  that  his  Lordship  is  concerned  to  find  that  both  these  regiments  (tlie 
4th  and  59th}  are  in  his  bngade. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Quincoces  de  Yuto,  17lh  June,  1813. 

The  whole  army  have  crossed  the  Ebro,  and  we  are  in  march  towards 
Vitoria  and  the  high  road  to  France,  of  which  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  in 
possession  in  a  day  or  two.  It  is  reported  that  the  King  is  in  march  by 
Haro  and  Logrono  towards  Pamplona.  We  have  not  yet  heard  of  any 
very  large  force  on  this  side  of  the  Ebro.  The  last  large  corps  I  heard  of 
was  encamped  at  Briviesca,  on  the  night  of  the  14th.  We  saw  the  lights 
of  a  small  corps  last  night  at  Frias. 

We  have,  by  Ck)runa,  English  papers  to  the  3d,  which  I  have  sent  to 
Sir  R.  Hill,  or  1  would  enclose  them.  There  were  severe  actions  at  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bautzen,  on  the  20th,  21st,  and  22d,  in  which 
Buonaparte  acknowledges  that  he  lost  12,000  men.  The  Due  de  Friuli 
was  killed.  The  allies  retired,  and  on  the  23d  Buonaparte's  head  quarters 
were  at  Gorlitz.  The  victory  is  claimed  by  the  French,  royal  salutes 
fired,  &c.,  &c. ;  but  I  hear  from  the  frontiers  that  Buonaparte  lost  50,000 
men  in  these  actions.  It  appears  to  have  been  defensive  on  the  side  of  the 
allies,  and  I  suspect  that  there  was  hard  fighting  on  the  first  two  days,  and 
none  on  the  last,  when  Buonaparte  turned  them,  and  they  retired.  If 
that  is  the  case,  they  have  lost  ground,  but  are  unhurt  He  has  offered 
(before  the  battle)  to  consent  to  a  congress  at  Prague,  to  consist  of 
ministers  from  himself,  the  King  of  Denmark,  King  of  Spain  (Joseph)^ 
and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  from  England,  Russia,  Prussia, 
les  insurges  d*Espagne,  et  la  masse  helligirante.  An  arniistice,  tocom- 
mence  when  the  ministers  shall  arrive  at  Prague.  Then  follows  the 
usual  Philippic  against  England,  about  her  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  her 
egotism ;  and  it  is  obvious,  from  the  whole  paper,  that  he  means,  if  he 
can,  to  make  peace  with  Russia  and  Prussia,  and,  at  all  events,  to  get  an 
armistice,  but  to  pursue  his  objects  in  Spain. 

There  are  so  many  lies  on  all  sides,  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  the 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  E.  Pakenbam.  QuincocM.  iTihJune,  IBIS. 

Lord  Wellington  directs  that  the  6th  division  remain  at  Medina  for  the  present  Sir  R. 
HIU  has  been  directed  to  leave  at  Medina  2  squadrons  of  cavalry  to  be  also  under  your 
orders.  The  object  of  this  arrangement  is  to  cover  the  communications  of  the  army,  and  to 
watch,  more  especially,  the  furce  which  the  enemy  still  has  in  the  country  about  Frias.  I 
bare  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  whatever  information  you  ubtain  respecting  the 
numbers  and  movements  of  that  force. 

A  letter  party  of  cavalry  will  be  stationed  at  this  place  to  receive  and  forward  your 
reports. 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Qulncooes,  nth  June,  iBlt. 

Gen.  Giron  will  be  at  Valmaseda  to-morrow,  and  I  beg  you  will  establish  a  post  at 
Amurrio,  on  the  road  from  Ordufia  to  Bilbao,  with  which  post  Gen.  Giron  has  been  in- 
structed to  put  himself  in  communication. 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  '  Quinoooe*.  I7th  June,  1818,  lOi  p.m. 

As  it  appears  that  the  enemy  has  some  considerable  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Espejo, 
Lord  Wellington  desires  yoti  will  be  so  good  as  send  Gen.  Pack's  and  Gren.  Bradford** 
brigades  of  infantry  only,  and  one  of  your  brigades  of  cavalry,  to-morrow  morning  to 
Ordufia,  according  to  the  arrangements  already  issued,  and  that  you  will  halt  the  re- 
mainder of  your  column  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berberana  until  further  orders. 
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real  state  of  the  actions  on  the  20th,  2l8t,  and  22d,  and  I  don't  think  that 
the  Russians  and  Prussians  can  agree  to  the  armistice  without  submitting 
entirely.  It  was  supposed,  before  the  last  battle,  that  the  £mperor  of 
Austria  would  join  the  allies. 

The  King  of  Saxony  has  joined  Buonaparte,  and  his  troops  were  in  the 
last  battle. 

P.S.  The  Catholic  Bill  is  thrown  out  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  I 
don't  know  what  was  the  majority.     The  minority  was  248. 

T%e  A,0.  to  Brig.  CUm,  tht  Hon,  W.  Puntomby,  cuvalry.  17tfa  June,  1813. 

The  soldiers  named  in  the  margin  were  apprehended  this  day  by  Lieut  Col. 
Hardinge  of  the  Portuguese  service,  with  some  goats  in  their  possession,  which  the 
people  of  a  village  (near  which  the  soldiers  were  found)  said  had  been  stolen  from 
them,  together  with  some  clothes ;  and  the  inhabitants  stated  that  the  soldiers  bad 
committ^  great  violence  in  the  village  by  beating  and  illtreating  them.  The 
soldiers  are  now  sent  under  escort  to  the  bivouac  of  your  brigade,  to  be  brought 
to  trial  by  a  brigade  or  regimental  Coiurt  Martial,  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
direct  Two  inhabitants  of  the  village  to  serve  as  eviaence  will  be  sent  at  the 
same  time ;  and  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  Lieut  Col.  Hardinge,  who  is  to  be  found 
at  Marshal  Beresford's,  will  be  at  leisure  to  attend  to  five  evidence  at  7  o'clock 
this  evening.  I  have  to  request  you  will  have  the  goomiess  to  send  to  Lieut  Col. 
Hardinge  at  the  village  of  Rastra  de  la  Torre,  to  let  him  know  whether  his 
attendance  will  be  required  at  that  hour. 

Lieut  Col.  Hardinge  also  states  that  he  came  up  with  seij.  — ,  commanding 

Berbeniu,  isUi  June.  1813. 

Instructions  for  the  movement  of  the  army  on  the  19th  June,  1813  : 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  will  put  in  motion  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry, 
the  lit  division  and  the  6th  division,  as  soon  as  possible  after  daybreak,  and  will  march 
them  without  delay,  by  Berberana  into  the  road  which  leads  towards  Ordufia.  The  ohject 
of  this  movement  is  to  open  the  route  for  the  other  columns  of  the  army,  and  Sir  T.  Graham 
will  be  so  good,  therefore,  as  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  the  rear  of  the 
above  divisions  and  their  baggage  promptly  beyond  Berberana.  This  being  effected,  these 
troops  will  receive  fresh  instructions  respecting  their  further  destination.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir 
L.  Cole  will  put  the  4th  division  in  motion  at  4^  o'clock,  and  will  march  it  back  through 
the  pass  it  now  occupies,  and  place  it  (left  in  front)  on  the  road  leading  from  the  village 
of  Carcamo  by  Barron  to  Escota. 

The  Light  division  and  Major  Gen.  V.  Alten*s  brigade  are  to  be  ^t  in  motion  at  6 
A.M.,  and  to  pass  to  the  left  of  the  great  road  which  leads  through  Espejo ;  and  these  troops 
will  be  prepared  (on  receiving  further  orders)  to  move  by  Salinas  de  Paul  to  Pobes.  The 
object  of  their  crossing  to  the  left  of  the  great  road  is,  that  they  may  be  clear  of  the  column 
which  is  to  move  by  that  road  to  Espeio. 

The  2  brigades  of  the  2d  division  which  are  in  support  to  the  Light  division  will  close 
ip  to  Villanane,  and  there  wait  for  further  orders;  1  battalion  from  these  brigades  will, 
lowever,  remain  at  San  Millan.  Lieut  Qen.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  put  the  troops  under  his 
jrders  in  motion  as  soon  as  the  1st  and  5th  divisions  have  cleared  the  great  road ;  and  Sir 
Rowland  will  then  move  his  column  by  Espejo  towards  the  Puente  Larra.  occupying  the 
Puente  Larra  and  the  most  advantageous  position  near  it  on  the  left  of  the  Ebro. 

Brig.  Gen.  d'Urban*s  brigade  of  cavalry  will  move  as  soon  as  possible  after  daybreak  to 
the  village  of  Carcamo,  and  will  form  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  4th  division,  when 
that  division  comes  up  to  Carcamo^  and  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  its  further  destination. 
The  hussar  brigade  and  Major  Glen.  PoDsonby*s  brigade  will  receive  orders  to-morrow 
respecting  their  destinations ;  as  will  also  the  brigade  of  Houseliold  cavalrv.  Major  Gen. 
Bock's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Bradford's  and  Brig.  Gen.  Pack  s  bngades  of 
infantry.     Major  Gen.  Bock  will  leave  a  letter  party  at  OrduiSa. 

The  3d  division  and  reserve  artillery  will  move  from  Oteo  to  Berberana. 

The  7th  division  will  move  from  Castrobarto  to  Villalba  de  Losa. 

The  baggage  of  head  quarters  will  move  at  S  a.m.,  and  will  proceed  through  Carcamo, 
Barron,  and  Escota,  following  the  4th  division. 

Major  Gen.  Giron  will  be  so  good  as  march  his  troops  to-morrow  ftom  Valroaseda  to- 
wards Ordufia  to  Amurrio.  He  will  be  so  good  as  put  himself  in  communication  with  a 
post  of  British  cavalry,  which  will  be  left  at  Orduiia  fur  that  purpose. 
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a  party  of  the  5th  dragoon  guards,  to  the  conduct  of  which  party  the  seijeant 
appeared  wholly  indifTerent ;  and  when  Lieut.  Col.  Hardinge  called  upon  him  to 
assist  in  repressing  some  irregularities  of  which  his  party  were  g^ty,  he  appeared 
very  unwilling  to  attend  to  the  Lieut.  Colonel's  directions,  and,  instead  of  checking, 
defended  the  conduct  of  the  men. 

I  have  to  observe  that  the  soldiers  who  were  guilty  of  stealing  the  goats,  and 
serj. ,  were  moving  in  a  direction  quite  wide  of  tne  line  of  march. 

He  J.G.  to  Mqfor  Gen.  Baron  F,  AUen,  cavalry^  17tfa  June,  18U. 

Lieut  Col.  Dickson,  commanding  the  Royal  artillery,  has  handed  to  me  the 
enclosed  return  of  ammunition,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you, 
and  request  thilt  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  upon  Col.  Arentschildt  to  state  in 
what  manner  the  1st  hussars  became  deficient  of  ammunition  to  so  large  an 
amount  as  appears  by  the  enclosed  return  ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  Bupposed  from  the 
nature  of  the  affairs  which  took  place  with  the  enemy  on  the  26th  ult,  and  the 
7th  and  12th  inst.,  that  the  whole  quantity  deficient  was  expended  on  those  occa- 
sions. It  is  the  more  remarkable  that  that  regiment  should  be  so  deficient  of 
ammunition,  as  it  must  have  received  a  supply  on  the  day  on  which  the  brigade 
under  your  command  crossed  the  Tormes. 

Au  Lieut  G^  Comte  Gazan.  Au  Quartier  G^n^ral,  ce  19  Juin,  1813. 

J'ai  6u  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  yotre  Excellence  du  14,  dan« 
laquelle  vous  me  proposez  rtJchange  du  Capitaine  Hay,  pour  le  Capitaine 
d'artillerie  ChevilltS,  prisonnier  de  guerre  en  Angleterre,  et  vous  me  ditea 
que  vous  renverrez  le  Capitaine  Hay  ici;  J'ai  Thonneur  de  prtSvenir 
votre  Excellence  que  j*tfcris  aujourd'hui  en  Angleterre  qu'on  renvoye 
en  France  le  Capitaine  Chevilh^  et  je  vous  prie  de  faire  renvoyer  le 
Capitaine  Hay. 

To  Earl  Bathurtt.  Subijana,  on  the  Bayas,  19th  June,  1813. 

Tlie  left  of  the  army  crossed  the  Ebro  on  the  14th,  by  the  bridges  of 
San  Martin  and  Rocamunde,  and  the  remainder  on  the  15th,  by  those 
bridges  and  that  of  Puente  de  Arenas.  We  continued  our  march  on  the 
following  days  towards  Vitoria. 

The  enemy  assembled  on  the  16th  and  1 1th  a  considerable  corps  at 
Espejo,  not  far  from  the  Puente  Larra,  composed  of  some  of  the  troops 
which  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  Biscayan  provinces  in  pursuit  of 
Longa  and  Mina,  and  others  detached  from  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
which  were  still  at  Pancorbo.  They  had  likewise  a  division  of  infantry 
and  some  cavalry  at  Frias  since  the  16th,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  our 
movements  on  the  left  of  the  Ebro.     Both  these  detachments  marched 

Q.  M.  G.  to  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  E.  Pakenham.  Berbermna,  19thJau«,  181S. 

As  yet  no  report  has  been  received  from  you  respecting  the  force  or  morementi  of  the 
enemy  on  the  side  of  Frias,  or  if  any  of  his  troops  still  remain  in  that  quarter.  Under 
this  uncertainly,  positive  orders  cannot  be  given  respecting  the  movement  of  the  troops 
under  your  command.  If  you  have  ascertained,  however,  tliat  the  enemy  has  evacuated 
the  country  beyond  the  Ebro  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frias,  as  also  that  none  of  his  troofx 
remain  between  the  Ebro  and  Medina,  you  will,  in  that  cose,  be  so  good  as  put  the  6th  divi- 
sion and  the  cavalry  with  it  in  motion,  and  inarch  by  La  Cerca  to  Quincoces,  and  thence 
to  Berberana,  regulating  the  length  of  these  two  marches  according  to  circumstances,  and 
reporting  to  head  quarters  through  letter  parties  stationed  at  Quincoces  and  at  Berberana. 
It  you  find  it  expedient  that  the  troops  under  your  orders  should  still  remain  in  the  vicinity 
of  Medina,  for  the  objects  pointed  out  in  my  former  letter,  you  will  be  so  good  as  apprise 
me  as  early  as  possible  of  your  intention  to  remain  at  Medina ;  and  you  will  in  that  case 
relieve  the  letter  party  at  Quincoces,  directing  that  now  there  to  |)roceed  to  Berberana  and 
there  wait  further  orders. 
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yesterday  morning :  that  from  Frias,  upon  San  Millan,  where  it  was  found 
by  the  Light  division  of  the  Allied  army,  under  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten ; 
and  that  from  Espejo,  on  Osma,  where  it  met  the  6th  and  5th  divisions, 
under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham.  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten  drove  the  enemy 
from  San  Millan,  and  afterwards  cut  off  the  rear  brigade  of  the  division, 
of  which  he  took  300  prisoners ;  killed  and  wounded  many,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  dispersed  in  the  mountains. 

llie  corps  from  Espejo  was  considerably  stronger  than  the  Allied  corps 
under  Sir  T.  Graham,  which  liad  arrived  nearly  at  the  same  time  at  Osma. 
The  enemy  moved  on  to  the  attack,  but  were  soon  obliged  to  retire ;  and 
they  were  followed  to  Espejo,  from  whence  they  retired  through  the  hills 
to  this  place.     It  was  late  in  the  day  before  the  other  troops  came  up  to 

Berberana,  19th  June,  1813. 

Instractioiis  for  the  ulterior  morement  of  the  armj  on  the  19th  Juiie : 

The  Light  division  and  Major  Gren.  V.  A1  ten's  brigade  of  cavalry  will  march  by 
Salinas  de  Paul  to  Pobes.  The  4th  division  and  Brig.  Gen.  d'Urban's  brigade  of  cavalry 
will  maroh  from  Carcamo,  by  Gkduca,  Barron,  and  Escota,  to  Morillas  and  Subijana  on 
^e  river  Bayas.  The  movements  of  these  two  columns  are  to  be  so  combined  that  they 
may,  as  far  as  circumstances  permit,  be  in  constant  communication  with  each  other,  and 
favor  each  other's  advance  in  case  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Major  Gen. 
Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  the  1st  and  6th  divisions,  will  move  by  Luna,  Archua, 
8**  Eulalia,  and  Jocano,  to  Zuazo. 

This  column  will  communicate  (when  it  can  be  done)  with  the  column  of  the  4th  divi- 
sion ;  and  Sir  T.  Graham  will  cause  it  to  occupy  Apricano,  between  Zuazo  and  Subijana. 
Gen.  Bock's  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  Major  Geo.  Pack's  and  Major  Gen.  Bradford's  bri- 
gades of  Portuguese  infantry,  will  move  from  Orduna  by  Uiiza  and  Abecia  to  Anda ;  and 
will  communicate  from  thence  with  the  troops  at  Zuazo.  The  hussar  brigade  and  Major 
Gren.  Ponsonby's  brigade  of  cavalry  will  move  at  10  a.m.  to  Carcamo,  and  thence  by 
Barron  and  Escota,  following  the  route  of  the  4th  division.  The  brigade  of  Household 
cavalry  will  move  at  10  a.m.  by  Berberana  to  Carcamo,  and  there  remain. 

The  3d  division  and  reserve  artillerpr  (already  ordered  to  Berberana)  will  continue  their 
march  to  Carcamo.  The  7th  division  (already  ordered  to  Villalba)  will  continue  its 
march  to  Berberana.  The  hussar  brigade  will  station  a  letto-  party  at  Berberana,  to  re- 
main there  till  further  orders.  This  letter  party  will  communicate  by  Carcamo,  Barron, 
and  Escota,  with  head  quarters,  and  also  with  a  letter  party  of  Major  Gen.  Fane's  cavalry 
stationed  at  Quincoces, 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  SubUsns  d«  MoriUos,  19th  Jane,  1818. 

From  the  ground  occupied  by  the  4th  division  we  can  see  Vitoria  and  the  country  inter- 
vening between  it  and  a  pass  in  the  hills  near  La  Puebia,  through  which  the  road  fVom 
Miranda  goes  to  Vitoria.  The  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  appears  to  be  in  the  plain  be- 
tween that  pass  and  Vitoria.  It  has  been  arriving  there  from  the  side  of  La  Puebia  during 
the  whole  of  the  day. 

The  movements  which  have  been  ordered  for  to-morrow  are  made  with  a  view  to  bring 
the  army  in  general  into  a  more  concentrated  situation,  extending  our  left  a  little,  how- 
ever, so  as  to  occupy  the  roads  leading  from  Vitoria  by  Murguia  towards  Orduna  and 
Berberana, 

As  there  is  hardly  any  possibility  of  employing  cavalry  until  we  dihoucher  from  the 
defiles  in  which  the  army  now  is,  I  should  reoomtnend  your  movement  to  be  made  to- 
morrow somewhat  in  the  following  manner : 

The  infiintry,  without  any  incumbrances,  to  move  by  Villambroxa  and  Paul,  passing 
between  Arreo  and  Salinas.  This  road  being  hilly  and  narrow,  however,  artillery  could 
hardly  move  by  it,  and  it  will  be  better,  therefore,  to  send  the  artillery  by  Espejo  and 
Salinas,  and  we  brigades  of  artillery  can  meet  their  respective  divisions  again  as  each 
arrives  near  Salinas  by  the  infantry  road. 

I  should  recommend  that  one  brigade  of  cavalry  also  should  march  by  Espejo  and  halt 
near  Salinaa,  and  that  the  other  brigade  should  follow  the  infantry  and  halt  m  the  neigh- 
bourtiood  of  Arreo ;  and  in  the  mean  time  it  may  be  ascertained  how  this  latter  brigade  can 
be  most  conveniently  moved  down  from  the  hilly  country  into  that  towards  La  Puebia. 

I  should  think  the  whole  of  the  baggage  had  better  be  kept  clear  of  the  troops  till 
they  have  made  their  movement,  so  that  if  any  thing  should  occur  beyond  a  mere  march, 
all  obstructions  may  be  prevented,  which  in  a  country  such  as  this  is  might  prove  rery 
embarrassing. 
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the  advanced  position  which  those  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham 
had  taken ;  and  I  halted  the  4th  division,  which  relieved  the  5th,  near 
Espejo. 

The  army  moved  forward  this  day  to  this  river.  I  found  the  enemy's 
rear  guard  in  a  strong  position,  on  the  left  of  the  river,  having  his  right 
covered  hy  Suhijana,  and  his  left  by  the  heights  in  front  of  Pobes.  We 
turned  the  enemy's  left  with  the  Light  division,  while  the  4th  division, 
under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole,  attacked  them  in  front ;  and  the  rear 
guard  was  driven  back  upon  the  main  body  of  the  army,  which  was  in 
march  from  Pancorbo  to  Vitoria,  having  broken  up  from  thence  last  night. 
I  am  informed  that  the  enemy  have  dismantled  Pancorbo.  CoL  Longa's 
division  joined  the  army  on  the  16th,  on  its  arrival  at  Medina  de  Pomar. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  will  arrive  at  Burgos  on  the  24th  or  25th. 

I  have  not  received  any  intelligence  from  the  eastern  coast  since  I  ad- 
dressed your  Lordship  last. 

Returo  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mising,  from  the  IStfa  to  the  19th  June,  1813. 


i 

u, 

Total  lo«  of  officen, 

i 

T3 

J 

Don-commitiioned 

S 

officers,  and  R.&F. 

i 

i 

Pi 

KOled 

— 

4 

23 

18 

37 

Wounded 

0 

7 

137 

36 

163 

MUiing 

— 

— 



7 

— 

Sab^ana  de  Morillos,  20di  Jam,  18U. 
Instructions  for  the  movementi  of  the  army  on  the  21  st  June. 

RIGHT   COLUMN. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  HiU  will  put  the  troope  under  his  command  in  march  at  dajbreak 
to-morrow  morning,  and  will  move  them,  by  the  communicatioDS  already  directed  to  be 
ascertained  for  that  purpose,  into  the  great  road  to  Vitoria,  in  the  Ticinity  c^  La  Puebla  de 
Arganxon.  l*be  divisions  of  this  column  are  to  march  right  in  front,  and  Sir  R.  Hill  will 
be  so  good  as  place  them  in  the  following  order,  viz. : 

A  brigade  of  Major  Gen.  Morillo's  Spanish  divifioD. 
Major  Gen.  V.  Alien's  brigade  of  lignt  cavalry. 
The  2d  division. 

The  remainder  of  the  cavalry  of  the  right  column. 
The  Conde  de  Amarante's  Portuguese  divisioD. 

As  the  column  advances,  and  the  country  openi,  the  cavalry  will  more  out  of  tfie  coliimn 
to  act  on  either  flank  of  it,  as  circumstaoces  may  require^  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
will  permit. 

The  destination  of  the  Spanish  brigade,  under  Gen.  Morillo,  being  to  more  along  the 
heights  which  lie  to  the  right  of  (be  great  road  to  Vitoria,  that  brigade  will  slant  up  the 
ascent  from  La  Puebla  de  Arganion  in  such  a  direction  aa  may  be  necevary  to  enable  it 
to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

Gen.  Morillo  will  take  care,  however,  never  to  lose  his  communication  with  the  right 
column,  from  which  he  will  receive  such  fUrther  support  in  his  advance  as  may  appear  to 
Sir  R.  Hill  to  be  necessary. 

No  part  of  the  baggage  of  the  right  column  is  to  move  forward  beyond  La  Puebla  until 
Sir  R.  Hill  sends  an  order  for  it  to  follow  the  column. 

Although  Gen.  V.  Attends  brigade  of  cavalry  is  to  move  in  the  first  instance  with 
the  right  column,  as  above  pointed  out,  it  may  possibly  receive  anodier  destination  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

RIGHT   CKNTRB    QOLUMN. 

The  Light  division  will  move  at  daybreak,  and  proceed  by  the  road  along  the  left  bank 
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Au  G^  Conde  de  la  Biabal.  SubijaoA,  ce  20  Juio,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  16,  et  je  ferai  tout  en 
mon  pouvoir  de  vous  donner  des  armes  k  feu  pour  votre  cavalerie.  Je 
crois  que  j'en  pourrais  6ter  la  moiti^  k  la  grosse  cavalerie  Anglaise  si  je 
n'en  peux  pas  trouver  autrement.  Votre  cavalerie  ne  pourra  pas  servir 
sans  armes  k  feu. 

L'ennemi  est  aujourd'hui  camp<$  entre  nous  et  Vitoria.    Je  les  attaquerai 

of  the  river  Bayas,  through  the  pan  which  leads  to  Subijana  de  Morilloe,  and  thence  by 
Moutevit^,  and  die  camp  of  the  4th  division,  towards  the  village  of  Nanclares. 

One  squadron  of  the  I6tb  hussars  will  be  ordered  to  act  with  the  advanced  guard  of  this 
divisbn.  The  remainder  of  die  15th  hussars  and  Major  Gburdiner*s  troop  of  horse  artillery 
will  move  in  rear  of  the  Light  division. 

The  4th  division  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  15th  hussars,  and  the  18th  and  the  10th  hussars 
will  follow  the  4th  division. 

The  reserve  artillery  will  follow  the  10th  hussars,  leaving,  however,  all  the  spare  car- 
riages of  the  brigades  of  artillery  to  follow  in  rear  of  the  whole  of  the  troops  of  the  column. 

Major  Gen.  Ponsonby's  brigade  of  cavalry  will  follow  the  reserve  artillery,  and  the 
brigade  of  Household  cavalry  will  follow  Major  Gen.  Ponsonby's  brigade. 

The  divisions  of  infantry  and  the  brigades  of  cavalry  of  this  column  wul  march  left  in  ftont 

When  the  head  of  the  column  reaches  the  village  of  Nandares,  further  instructions  will 
be  given  for  its  guidance. 

The  mules  laden  with  spare  ammunition  are  to  move  with  the  reserve  artillery  as  (Sstr  as 
the  village  of  Nanclares,  where  these  mules  are  lo  remain  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Brig.  Gen.  d*Urban  will  place  his  brigade  of  Portuguese  cavalry  in  column  at  some 
distance  to  the  right  of  the  road  by  which  the  Light  division  is  to  march,  and  will  move 
forward  towards  the  river  Zadorra  at  the  same  time  that  the  Light  division  is  advancing  to 
Nanclares. 

The  several  regiments  belonging  to  the  right  centre  column  are  to  be  particularly 
careful  to  keep  clear  of  the  Ime  of  march  of  those  which  are  to  precede  tnem  in  tfaie 
column ;  and  ftey  will  employ  small  detachments  to  keep  the  roads  dear  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  respective  camps. 

All  the  baggage  is  to  be  in  rear  of  the  whole  of  the  troops  composing  the  column ;  and 
ihe  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  of  divisions  and  brigades  must  take  care  to  keep  that 
of  each  regiment  perfectly  clear  of  the  road  until  it  comes  to  its  turn  to  enter  upon  the 
line  of  march.  But  none  of  the  baggage  of  the  column  is  to  advance  beyond  the  village 
of  Nanclares  until  that  belonging  to  head  quarters,  which  will  be  immediately  behind  the 
troops,  is  ordered  to  move  forward. 

The  regiments  of  cavalry,  which  are  bivouacked  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Bayas, 
will  pass  by  the  ford.  Lieut  Col.  Hartmann  will  ascertam  whether  it  will  be  must  con- 
venient for  the  artillery  to  pass  also  by  the  ford  or  to  cross  by  the  bridge,  and  will  move  it 
accordingly. 

The  Commanding  officer  of  the  mounted  Staff  corps  will  have  the  streets  of  the  two  vil- 
lages of  Morillos  and  of  Subijana  kept  perfectly  clear  of  all  obstructions  until  the  troops 
have  passed  through. 

LBFT   OBMTRB    COLUMN. 

The  3d  and  the  7th  divisions  ^marching  from  the  left  of  divisions)  will  move  at  day- 
break, and  will  proceed  by  the  village  of  Anda,  and  thence  (turning  to  the  right)  by  the 
villages  at  Gucta,  which  are  on  the  road  from  Anda  to  Vitoria.  On  approaching  Gueta 
the  column  will  throw  out  detachments  on  its  right,  to  communicate  with  those  which  will 
be  ordered  out  from  the  left  of  the  column  moving  by  Nandares. 

Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  will  have  the  immediate  command  of  this  column. 

The  baggage  of  the  3d  and  7th  divisions  will  remain  sufficiently  in  the  rear  not  to  be- 
come a  cause  of  embarrasnnent  to  the  troops  under  any  circumstances. 

LXVT   COLUMN. 

This  column  will  be  composed  of  the  1st  and  5th  divisions,  and  of  Major  Gen.  Pack's 
and  Major  G^.  Bradford's  brigades  of  Portuguese  infontry.  Major  Gen.  Bock's  and  Major 
Gen.  Anson*s  brigades  of  cavaliy,  and  of  Col.  Longa*s  Spanish  guerrillas. 

The  column  will  move  (divisions  left  in  front)  from  Murguia  by  the  road'  leading  from 
that  place  to  Vitoria.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  will  put  himself  in  communication  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  left  centre  column,  from  which  detachments  will  also  be  sent  out 
on  its  reaching  Gueta,  to  facilitate  that  communication. 

The  colunm  under  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  and  that  under  Sir  T.  Graham  are  to  regulate 
their  movements  by  those  of  the  two  columns  of  the  army  on  the  right,  the  advance  of 
which  they  are  to  endeavor  to  facilitate ;  but  they  are  not  to  forego  the  advantage  of  being 
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demain  matin  s'ils  ne  font  pas  la  retraite  dans  la  nuit  Je  crois  qa'il  faut 
vous  tenir  au  moins  pres  de  nous  pour  le  moment,  parceque  I'ennemi  est 
tres  fort ;  et  Tarmistice  ayant  4t^  fait  en  AUemagne,  il  faut  s'attendre  qu'il 
sera  renforc«S.     Mais  il  jr  a  assez  k  faire  pour  tous. 

J'ai  ^crit  k  mon  fr^re  il  7  a  quelque  temps  de  tous  faire  avoir  100,000 
duros  a  la  fin  de  ce  mois  de  Juin. 

able  to  turn  the  ri^t  of  the  euemj*!  poeidoii,  and  the  town  of  VitorU,  by  moving  to  their 
left  flaok,  in  the  event  of  being  required  to  do  lo.  Thif  latter  part  of  the  instruction  if 
applicable  more  particularly  to  the  column  under  the  orden  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Gr^iam. 

The  Spaniah  corps,  under  Major  Gen.  Giron,  has  already  received  oiders  to  move  from 
Ordu2a  to  Murguia  very  early  to-morrow  morning.  That  corps  will  either  act  as  a  reserve 
to  the  left  coliuiin  of  the  army,  or  it  will  reguUite  its  march  io  such  manner  as  to  be 
always  in  retired  Echelon  to  the  left  column,  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  by  Sir 
T.  Graham,  with  whose  instructions,  in  these  respects,  Gen.  Giron  has  be^  directed  to 
oomply. 

All  communications  ibr  the  Commander  m  Chief  are  to  be  sent  to  the  right  centxe 
column. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieot  Gen.  Sir  T.  Ghaham,  K.B.  SabUana  de  Morlllos.  20th  Jane,  ISIS. 

,    The  enemy  has  moved  fturther  back  towards  Vitoria  than  he  was  yesterday  afternoon. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  be  in  force  at  Murguia  as  soon  as  possible^  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  inquietude  which  the  enemy  might  give  us  by  moving  troops  towards  that 
point,  and  because  it  appears  that  it  is  ftom  that  quarter  that  our  left  should  move  in  any 
further  offensive  operations  we  undertake. 

The  dd  and  7th  divisions  will  be  to-day  at  Zuaso  and  Apricano.  If  every  thing  is  quiet 
in  your  neighbourhood,  it  doee  not  seem  necessary,  however,  that  you  should  wait  the  arrival 
of  these  divisions ;  it  will  in  that  case  be  sufficient  to  leave  a  small  force  only  in  observation 
till  either  the  3d  or  7th  division  comes  up. 

I  beg  you  will  establish  a  secure  and  expeditious  means  of  commimication  between 
Murguia  and  the  centre  divisions  of  the  army.  I  should  wish  Col.  De  Lahcey  to  send  me 
a  tracing  of  our  line  of  communication,  and  of  the  course  of  the  river  Bayas  between 
Apricano  and  Murguia.  The  distances  of  the  intervemng  places  should  be  marked  in  the 
tracing,  as  also  the  points  where  roads  come  in  ftom  the  side  of  Vitoria.  When  the  line 
of  communication  runs  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayas,  or  is  otherwise  exposed,  poets 
should  be  established  for  its  protection ;  and  it  should  be  ascertained  whether  mere  is  any 
other  more  secure  line,  which  can  be  made  use  of  in  case  of  necessity. 

I  should  wish  to  have  reports  as  soon  as  possible  from  the  patroles  which  Qen.  Book 
sends  towards  Vitoria ;  as  also  horn  Col.  Longa,  who  should  push  his  people  forward 
towards  the  great  road  beyond  Vitoria,  and  obtain  information  of  what  is  domg  in  that 
quarter,  and  whether  any  part  of  the  enemy's  army  is  continuing  its  retreat 

I  beg  you  will  let  me  know  when  you  learn  that  Gen.  G iron's  corps  has  reached  Ordufia. 

Additional  instructions  for  Sir  T.  Graham,  sent  firom  Nandares  early  in  the  moming  of 
the  2 Ut  June: 

Notwithstanding  any  thing  contained  in  the  general  instructions  of  yesterday's  date,  if 
Sir  T.  Graliam  shall  perceive  that  the  right  of  the  army  does  not  gain  ground  toward* 
Vitoria,  he  will  direct  his  movement  so  as  to  come  into  immediate  co-operation  with  the 
centre  columns.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  be  observes  that  the  troops  forming  the  right  of 
the  army  continue  to  advance,  he  will,  in  that  case,  turn  his  whole  attention  to  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  by  the  great  road  which  goes  fW>m  Vitoria  by  Tolosa  and  Iron 
io  France. 

Additional  instructions  transmitted  to  Sir  T.  Graham  during  tiie  actkn  of  the  Slit 
June,  dated  at  2  o'clock,  p.m.  : 

Sir  T.  Graham  will  be  so  good  as  move  forward  and  press  the  enemy.  He  will  ludge 
from  the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  obstinacy,  or  otherwise,  of  his  resistance,  whether  it 
will  be  most  expedient  to  move  wide  of  Vitoria,  leaving  it  to  his  right,  or  to  move  direoi 
upon  that  place.  If  the  enemy  appears  to  be  strong  and  persevering,  it  would  not  appear 
expedient  to  undertake  any  mancsuvre  which  woidd  separate  the  left  colunm  too  much 
from  the  centre.  If,  on  the  contrary,  ^e  enemy  ap|iears  decidedly  in  retreat.  Sir  T. 
Graham's  movements  should  be  directed  in  whatever  manner  will  enable  the  army  to  resp 
the  most  effectual  advantages  ftom  its  sucoe«. 

Pray  send  ftequent  reports,  and  keep  up  a  sore  communication  with  the  other  coluniue 
on  your  right. 
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To  Earl  Batbum.  SalTAtierra,  23d  June,  1813. 

The  enemy,  commanded  bj  King  Joseph,  having  Marshal  Jourdan  as 
the  Major  General  of  the  army,  took  np  a  position,  on  the  night  of  the 
19th  inst,  in  front  of  Vitoria;  the  left  of  which  rested  upon  the  heights 
which  end  at  La  Puebla  de  Arganzon,  and  extended  from  thence  across 
the  valley  of  the  Zadorra,  in  front  of  the  village  of  Arinez.  They  occu- 
pied with  the  right  of  the  centre  a  height  which  commanded  the  valley  to 
the  Zadorra.  Tue  right  of  their  army  was  stationed  near  Vitoria,  and 
was  destined  to  defend  the  passages  of  the  river  Zadorra,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  city.  They  had  a  reserve  in  rear  of  their  left,  at  the 
village  of  Gomecha.  The  nature  of  the  country  through  which  the  army 
had  passed  since  it  had  reached  the  Ebro,  had  necessarily  extended  our 
columns ;  and  we  halted  on  the  20th,  in  order  to  close  them  up,  and  moved 
the  left  to  Murguia,  where  it  was  most  likely  it  would  be  required.  I 
reconnaitred  the  enemy's  position  on  that  day,  with  a  view  to  Uie  attack 
to  be  made  on  the  following  rooming,  if  they  should  still  remain  in  it  We 
accordingly  attacked  the  enemy  yesterday,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  your 
Lordship,  that  the  Allied  army  under  my  command  gained  a  complete 
victory,  having  driven  them  from  all  their  positions ;  having  taken  from 
them  151  pieces  of  cannon,  waggons  of  ammunition,  all  their  baggage, 
provisions,  cattle,  treasure,  &c,  and  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners. 

The  operations  of  the  day  commenced  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  ob- 
taining possession  of  the  heights  of  La  Puebla,  on  which  the  enemy's  left 
rested,  which  heights  they  had  not  occupied  in  great  strength.  He  de- 
tached for  this  service  one  brigade  of  the  Spanish  division  under  Gen. 
Morillo ;  the  other  brigade  being  employed  in  keeping  the  communica- 
tion between  his  main  body  on  the  high  road  from  Miranda  to  Vitoria, 
and  the  troops  detached  to  the  heights.  The  enemy,  however,  soon  dis* 
covered  the  importance  of  these  heights,  and  reinforced  their  troops  there 
to  such  an  extent,  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  was  obliged  to  detach,  1st, 
the  'list  regt.  and  the  light  infantry  battalion  of  Gen.  Walker's  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  the  Hon.  H.  Cadogan,  and  successively 
other  troops  to  the  same  point;  and  the  Allies  not  only  gained,  but  main- 
tained possession  of  these  important  heights  throughout  their  operations, 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  retake  them. 

The  contest  here  was,  however,  very  severe,  and  the  loss  sustained  con- 
siderable. Gen.  Morillo  was  wounded,  but  remained  in  the  field ;  and  I 
am  concerned  to  have  to  report,  that  Lieut  Col.  the  Hon.  H.  Cadogan  has 
died  of  a  wound  which  he  received.  In  him  His  Majesty  has  lost  an  officer 
of  great  merit  and  tried  gallantry,  who  had  already  acquired  the  respect 
and  regard  of  the  whole  profession,  and  of  whom  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have  rendered  the  most  Important 
services  to  his  country.  Under  cover  of  the  possession  of  these  heights, 
Sir  R.  Hill  successively  passed  the  2^orra,  at  La  Puebla,  and  the  defile 
formed  by  the  heights  and  the  river  Zadorra,  and  attacked  and  gained 
possession  of  the  village  of  Subijana  de  Alava,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line, 
which  the  enemy  made  repeated  attempts  to  regain. 

The  difficult  nature  of  the  country  prevented  the  communication  between 
our  different  columns  moving  to  the  attack  from  their  stations  on  the  river 
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Bayas  at  as  early  an  hour  as  I  had  expected ;  and  it  was  late  before  I  knew 
that  the  column,  composed  of  the  3d  and  *lih  diyisions,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  had  arrived  at  the  station  appointed  for 
them.  The  4th  and  Light  divisions,  however,  passed  the  Zadorra  imme- 
diately after  Sir  R.  Hill  had  possession  of  Subijana  de  Alava ;  the  former 
at  the  bridge  of  Nanclares,  and  the  latter  at  the  bridge  of  Tres-puentes ; 
and  almost  as  soon  as  these  had  crossed,  the  column  under  the  Earl  of 
Dalhousie  arrived  at  Mendoza ;  and  the  3d  division,  under  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  T.  Picton,  crossed  at  the  bridge  higher  up,  followed  by  the  Ith  divi- 
sion, under  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie.  These  four  divisions,  forming  the 
centre  of  the  army,  were  destined  to  attack  the  height  on  which  the  right 
of  the  enemy's  centre  was  placed,  while  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  should 
move  forward  from  Subijana  de  Alava  to  attack  the  left.  The  enemy, 
however,  having  weakened  his  line  to  strengthen  his  detachment  on 
the  hills,  abandoned  his  position  in  the  valley  as  soon  as  he  saw  our 
disposition  to  attack  it,  and  commenced  his  retreat  in  good  order  towards 
Vitoria. 

Our  troops  continued  to  advance  in  admirable  order,  notwithstanding 
the  diflSculty  of  the  ground.  In  the  mean  time,  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T. 
Graham,  who  commanded  the  left  of  the  army,  consisting  of  the  1st  and 
5th  divisions,  and  Gens.  Pack's  and  Bradford*s  brigades  of  infantry,  and 
Gens.  Bock's  and  Anson's  of  cavalry,  and  who  had  been  moved  on  the  20th 
to  Murguia,  moved  forward  from  thence  on  Vitoria,  by  the  high  road  from 
that  town  to  Bilbao.  He  had,  besides,  with  him  the  Spanish  division  under 
Col.  Longa  ;*  and  Gen.  Giron,  who  had  been  detached  to  the  left,  under 
a  different  view  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  had  afterwards  been  recalled, 
and  had  arrived  on  the  20th  at  Orduiia,  marched  that  morning  from  thence, 
so  as  to  be  in  the  field  in  readiness  to  support  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham, 
if  his  support  had  been  required. 

The  enemy  had  a  division  of  infantry  with  some  cavalry  advanced  on 
the  great  road  from  Vitoria  to  Bilbao,  resting  their  right  on  some  strong 
heights  covering  the  village  of  Gamarra  Mayor.  Both  Gamarra  and 
Abechuco  were  strongly  occupied  as  tites  depont  to  the  bridges  over  the 
Zadorra  at  these  places.  Brig.  Gen.  Pack  with  his  Portuguese  brigade, 
and  Col.  Longa  with  his  Spanish  division,  were  directed  to  turn  and  gain 
the  heights,  supported  by  Major  Gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  light  dragoons, 
and  the  5th  division  of  infantry  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Oswald, 
who  was  desired  to  take  the  command  of  all  these  troops. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  reports,  that  in  the  execution  of  this  ser- 
vice the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  troops  behaved  admirably.  The  4th 
battalion  of  ca^adores,  and  the  8th  cac^adores,  particularly  distinguished 
themselves.  Col.  Longa  being  on  the  left,  took  possession  of  Gamarra 
Menor. 

As  soon  as  the  heights  were  in  our  possession,  the  village  of  Gamarra 
Mayor  was  most  gallantly  stormed  and  carried  by  Major  Gen.  Robinson's 
brigade  of  the  5th  division,  which  advanced  in  columns  of  battalions,  under 

*  Tlie  advance  of  Uie  column  under  Um  command  of  Sir  T.  Graham  was  fo  effechiolly 
covered  by  Col.  Longa  that  the  enemy  was  not  aware  of  any  British  troops  advancing  in 
that  direction. 
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a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  without  firing  a  shot,  assisted 
by  2  guns  of  Major  Lawson's  brigade  of  artillery.  The  enemy  suffered 
severely,  and  lost  3  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  Lieut  General  then  proceeded  to  attack  the  village  of  Abechuco 
with  the  1st  division,  by  forming  a  strong  battery  against  it,  consisting  of 
Capt.  Dubourdieu's  brigade,  and  Capt  Ramsay's  troop  of  horse  artillery ; 
and  under  cover  of  this  fire,  Col.  Halkett's  brigade  advanced  to  the  attack 
of  the  village,  which  was  carried ;  the  light  battalions  having  charged  and 
taken  3  guns  and  a  howitzer  on  the  bridge.  This  attack  was  supported  by 
Gen.  Bradford's  brigade  of  Portuguese  infantry.  During  the  operation 
at  Abechuco  the  enemy  made  the  greatest  efforts  to  repossess  themselves 
of  the  village  of  Gamarra  Mayor,  which  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  the 
5th  division,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Oswald.  The  enemy 
had,  however,  on  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the  Zadorra,  2  divisions  of 
infantry  in  reserve ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  cross  by  the  bridges  till  the 
troops  which  had  moved  upon  the  enemy's  centre  and  left  had  driven  them 
through  Vitoria.  The  whole  then  co  operated  in  the  pursuit,  which  was 
continued  by  all  till  after  it  was  dark. 

The  movement  of  the  troops  under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  and 
their  possession  of  Gamarra  and  Abechuco,  intercepted  the  enemy's  retreat 
by  the  high  road  to  France.  They  were  then  obliged  to  turn  to  the  road 
towards  Pamplona ;  but  they  were  unable  to  hold  any  position  for  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  to  allow  their  baggage  and  artillery  to  be  drawn  off. 
The  whole,  therefore,  of  the  latter  which  had  not  already  been  taken  by 
the  troops  in  their  attack  of  the  successive  positions  taken  up  by  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat  from  their  first  position  at  Arinez  and  on  the 
Zadorra,  and  all  their  ammunition  and  baggage,  and  every  thing  they  had, 
were  taken  close  to  Vitoria.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
carried  off  with  them  one  gun  and  one  howitzer  only. 

The  army  under  King  Joseph  consisted  of  the  whole  of  the  armies  of 
the  South  and  of  the  Centre,  and  of  4  divisions  and  all  the  cavalry  of 
the  army  of  Portugal,  and  some  troops  of  the  army  of  the  North.  Gen. 
Foy's  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bilbao ;  and  Gen.  Clausel,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  North,  was 
near  Logrono  with  one  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal  commanded  by 
Gen.  Taupin,  and  Gen.  Van-der-Maesen's  division  of  the  army  of  the 
North.  The  6th  division  of  the  allied  army  under  Major  Gen.  the  Hon. 
E.  Pakenham  was  likewise  absent,  having  been  detained  at  Medina  de 
Pomar  for  3  days,  to  cover  the  march  of  our  magazines  and  stores. 

I  cannot  extol  too  highly  .the  good  conduct  of  all  the  General  officers, 
officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  army  in  this  action.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill 
speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Morillo  and  the  Spanish  troops 
under  his  command,  and  of  that  of  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  W,  Stewart,  and 
the  Conde  de  Amarante,  who  commanded  divisions  of  infantry  under  his 
directions.  He  likewise  mentions  the  conduct  of  Col.  the  Hon.  R.  W. 
O'Callaghan,  who  maintamed  the  village  of  Subijana  de  Alava  against  all 
the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  regain  possession  of  it,  and  that  of  Lieut  Col. 
Rooke  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department,  and  Lieut.  Col.  the  Hon.  A.  Aber- 
cromby  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department.     It  was  impossible  for  the  move- 
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ments  of  any  troops  to  be  conducted  with  more  spirit  and  regularity  than 
those  of  their  respective  divisions,  by  Lieut.  Gens,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie, 
Sir  T.  Picton,  Sir  L.  Cole,  and  Major  Gen.  Baron  C.  Alten.  The  troops 
advanced  in  dehelons  of  regiments  in  2,  and  occasionally  3  lines ;  and  the 
Portuguese  troops  in  the  3d  and  4th  divisions,  under  the  command  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Power  and  CoL  Stubbs,  led  the  march  with  steadiness  and 
gallantry  never  surpassed  on  any  occasion. 

Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  C.  Colville*s  brigade  of  the  3d  division  was  seri- 
ously attacked  in  its  advance  by  a  very  superior  force  well  formed,  which 
it  drove  in,  supported  by  (Jen.  Inglis's  brigade  of  the  7th  division,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Grant  of  the  82d.  These  officers  and  the  troops  under 
their  command  distinguished  themselves. 

Major  Gen.  Vandeleur's  brigade  of  the  Light  division  was,  during  the 
advance  upon  Vitoria,  detached  to  the  support  of  the  7th  division ;  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  tiie  Earl  of  Dalhousie  has  reported  most  favorably  of  its  con- 
duct. Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  particularly  reports  his  sense  of  the 
assistance  he  received  from  Col.  De  Lancey,  the  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  and  from 
Lieut  Col.  Bouverie,  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s  department,  and  from  the 
officers  of  his  personal  staff;  ai^d  from  Lieut  Col.  the  Hon.  A.  Upton, 
A.  Q.  M.  G.,  and  Major  Hope,  A.  A.  G.,  with  the  Ist  division ;  and  Major 
Gen.  Oswald  reports  the  same  of  Lieut.  Col.  Berkeley  of  the  Adj.  Gen.'s 
department,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Gomm  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s  department 

I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  and  to  Lieut 
Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  respectively  con- 
ducted the  service  entrusted  to  them  since  the  commencement  of  the 
operations  which  have  ended  in  the  battle  of  the  2  Ist;  and  for  their  con- 
duct in  that  battle ;  as  likewise  to  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  for  the 
friendly  advice  and  assistance  which  I  have  received  from  him  upon  all 
occasions  during  the  late  operations. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  likewise  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Giron,  who 
commands  the  Galician  army,  who  made  a  forced  march  from  Orduna, 
and  was  actually  on  the  ground  in  readiness  to  support  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T. 
Graham. 

I  have  frequently  been  indebted,  and  have  had  occasion  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  Lordship  to  the  conduct  of  the  Quarter  Master  Gen., 
Sir  G.  Murray,  who  in  the  late  operations,  and  in  the  battle  of  the  21st 
June,  has  again  given  the  greatest  assistance.  I  am  likewise  much 
indebted  to  Lord  Aylmer,  the  D.  A.  G.,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Adj.  and  Q.  M.  G.  respectively ;  and  also  to  Lord  FitzRoy 
Somerset,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell  and  those  of  my  personal  staff;  and 
to  Lieut.  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  and  the  officers  of  die  Royal  Engineers. 

Col.  H.  S.  H,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  was  in  the  field  as  my 
aide  de  camp,  and  conducted  himself  with  his  usual  gallantry  and  in- 
telligence. 

Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  L.  Wimpffen,  and  the  Inspector  Gen.  Don 
T.  O'Donoju,  and  the  officers  of  the  Staff  of  the  Spanish  army,  have  in- 
variably rendered  me  every  assistance  in  their  power  in  the  course  of 
these  operations ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
satisfaction  with  their  conduct;  as  likewise  with  that  of  Mariscal  de  Campo 
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Don  M.  Alava ;  and  of  the  Brig.  Gen.  Don  Jos^  O'Lawlor,  who  have 
been  so  long  and  usefully  employed  with  me. 

The  artillery  was  most  judiciously  placed  by  Lieut.  Col.  Dickson,  and 
was  well  served ;  and  the  army  is  particularly  indebted  to  that  corps. 
The  nature  of  the  ground  did  not  allow  of  the  cayalry  being  generally 
engaged  ;  but  the  General  officers  commanding  the  several  brigades  kept 
the  troops  under  their  command  respectively  close  to  the  infantry  to  sup* 
port  them,  and  they  were  most  active  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  after 
they  had  been  driven  through  Vitoria. 

I  send  this  dispatch  by  my  aide  de  camp  Capt  Fremantle,  whom  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  protection.  He  will  have  the 
honor  of  laying  at  the  feet  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  colors  of  the  4th 
batt.  100th  regt.,  and  Marshal  Jourdan's  b^ton  of  a  Marshal  of  France, 
taken  by  the  8lth  regt 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  late  operations,  and 
a  return  of  the  ordnance,  carriages,  and  ammunition  taken  from  the  enemy 
in  the  action  of  the  21st  inst* 


and  miMhig,  of  th«  allied  army  at  Vitoria,  on 
2l8t  June^  1813. 

the 
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265 
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— 

— 
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1  eeijeant,  2  drummers,  and  263  R.  and  F.  have  been  returned  missing  by  the  several 
corps  of  the  army,  British  and  Portuguese.  It  is  supposed  that  the  greater  number  of 
them  lost  their  regiments  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  that  rery  few  of  tJbem  have  fidlen 
into  the  hands  €/f  the  enemy. 

Betum  of  Ordnance,  Carriages,  and  Ammunition,  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  action 
at  Vitoria,  on  the  2l8t  June,  1813. 
151  Brass  Ordnance,  on  tsavelling  carriages. 
415  Caissons. 
14,249  Rounds  of  ammunition. 
1,973,400  Musket  BaU  cartridges. 
40,668  lbs.  of  Gunpowder. 
56  Forage  waggons. 
44  Forge  waggons. 

A.  Dickson,  Lieut  Col.  commanding  tiie  Artillery. 

*  See  Appendix,  Vol.  viL,  No.  III.,  p.  678. 

G.  O.  Salvatierra,  82d  Jane,  181S. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  returns  his  thanks  to  the  General  officers,  officers,  and 
soldiers  of  the  army,  for  their  conduct  in  the  action  of  yesterday.     They  may  depend  upon 
it  that  he  will  not  fail  to  do  tham  justioe  in  the  reports  which  he  will  niake  of  their  conduct 
to  their  several  Sovereigns. 
A.  G.  O.  Salvatierrft,  t»d  Jane,  181t. 

1.  All  horses  and  mules  captured  from  the  enemy  are  to  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  Royal  artillery ;  and  an  allowance  made  to  the  captors  for  each 
animaL  If  this  onler  is  not  complied  with,  tiie  captured  animals  will  be  seised,  and  no 
allowance  whatever  will  be  made  for  them. 
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To  the  Miniiter  at  War,  Cadis.  SalTatierra,  ttd  Jane,  1818. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday  attacked  the  enemy's 
army  commanded  by  King  Joseph,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vitoria,  and 
gained  a  complete  victory,  having  taken  from  the  enemy  more  than  150 
pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  ammunition,  baggage,  cattle,  provisions,  trea- 
sure, &c.  The  enemy,  prevented  from  retiring  by  the  direct  road  to 
France,  are  on  their  retreat  to  Pamplona.  I  followed  them  this  day  with 
the  advanced  guard,  to  within  6  leagues  of  that  place,  to  which  the  whole 
army  are  in  march. 

Our  loss  has  not  been  severe.  I  send  this  letter  by  post ;  but  I  propose 
to-morrow  to  dispatch  my  aide  de  camp  with  all  the  details  of  this  battle, 
which  I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  receive  before  this  letter. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Salratierra,  2ad  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  beat  the  French  army 
commanded  by  the  King,  in  a  general  action  near  Vitoria  yesterday, 
having  taken  from  them  more  than  150  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their 
ammunition,  baggage,  provisions,  money,  &c.  Our  loss  has  not  been 
severe.  They  are  on  tiieir  retreat  to  Pamplona,  and  we  are  following 
them. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  add  to  this  account,  that  of  the  severe  wound 
and  reported  death  of  Cadogan.  He  had  distinguished  himself  early  in 
'  the  action,  as  you  will  see  by  the  detailed  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  will 
send  you  to-morrow.  But  he  received  a  wound  in  the  spine  as  I  am  in- 
formed, and  he  died  last  night    This  is  Churchill's  account,  for  which  I 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  SalvaU«rr&.  22d  June,  isis. 

I  eucloee  an  instruction  respecting  your  moving  into  the  great  road  from  Vitoria  to 
Bayonne,  by  the  short  line  of  march  which  I  gave  you  this  morning.  I  have  some  doubt 
of  your  being  able  to  take  artillery  by  that  route.  Tou  will,  of  course,  ascertain  that 
when  you  get  more  near  the  difficult  parts  of  the  road,  and  send  back  your  artillery  if  it 
cannot  pass. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  will  be  pleased  to  put  the  under-mentioned  troops  in  motion 
as  soon  as  possible  after  daybreak  to-morrow  morning,  and  proceed  with  them  to  Villa 
Franca,  upon  the  great  road  from  Vitoria  towards  Bayonne : 
The  1st  division. 

S^o.S?s^*gade}P°^»«^  ^'^^y- 
Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry. 

The  destination  of  this  corps  is  to  act  against  any  part  of  the  enemy's  troops,  or  any  of 
his  convoys,  which  may  be  moving  by  the  great  road  above  mentioned. 

Sir  T.  Graham  will  judge  from  ^e  information  lie  obtains,  and  from  other  circumstances, 
how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  follow  up  this  operation. 

He  will  also  make  it  an  object  of  his  attention  to  act  against  the  force  of  the  enemy 
which  is  understood  to  be  retiring  from  Bilbao.  Major  Gen.  Giron's  corps  is  already 
moving  by  the  route  of  Mondragon  against  that  force,  and  Sir  T.  Graham  will  put  him- 
self in  communication  with  Gren.  Giroo  as  soon  as  possible,  and  will  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  the  eflectual  co-operation  of  the  two  corps,  giving  Gen.  Giron  such  further 
instructions  as  may  seem  most  expedient. 

The  original  instruction  to  Major  Gen.  Giron  is  enclosed. 

Sir  T.  Graham  will  take  care  to  keep  up  hb  communication  with  Salvatierra,  and  will 
be  so  good  as  transmit  reports  of  his  operations,  as  likewise  all  information  obtained  re- 
specting tiie  enemy  through  that  channel. 

Sir  T.  Graham  will  be  so  good  as  advert  to  the  possibility  of  the  operations  of  the  oroops 
under  his  orders  being  hereafter  directed  to  the  right  of  the  great  road,  with  a  view  to 
acting  against  the  enemy  upon  his  other  lines  of  retreat. 
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can't  vouch ;  but  it  b  certain  that  he  was  wounded,  and  as  I  have  not 
heard  from  himself,  I  am  afraid  that  the  consequence  is  too  true. 

His  private  character  and  his  worth  as  an  individual  were  not  greater 
than  his  merits  as  an  officer,  and  I  shall  ever  regret  him.  It  is  a  curious 
instance  of  his  attachment  to  his  profession,  and  of  the  interest  he  felt  in 
what  was  going  on,  that  after  he  was  wounded  and  was  probably  aware 
that  he  was  dying,  he  desired  to  be  carried  and  left  in  a  situation  from 
which  he  might  be  able  to  see  all  that  passed. 

The  concern  which  I  feel  upon  his  loss  has  diminished  exceedingly  the 
satisfaction  I  should  derive  from  our  success,  as  it  will  yours. 

P.S.  I  have  received  your  letters  about  Roche's  affair,  and  La  Carlota, 
which  I  shall  answer  immediately.  I  expect  that  this  army,  as  also  Suchet's, 
will  evacuate  at  least  this  part  of  Spain. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  SaWatierra,  24th  June,  1813. 

The  recent  operations  of  the  army  under  my  command,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  details  by  this  occasion,  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  which  I  am  anxious  to  avail  myself,  to  draw  the  attention 

Q.M.G.  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellington.  Vitoria,  SSd  June,  1813. 

It  i^pears  to  roe,  from  the  map,  that  by  moving  a  part  of  the  left  column  of  the  army  upon 
Villa  Franca,  we  might  be  able  to  cut  in  upon  the  Bayonne  road,  and  intercept,  perhaps, 
some  part  oi  the  enemy*s  force  or  of  his  artillery,  or  other  convoys.  I  have  sent  to  procure 
information  here  respecting  the  roads  by  which  such  a  movement  could  be  made,  and  I 
shall  go  myself  by  tne  route  marked  out  for  the  left  column  to  gain  further  information, 
And  also  to  prepare  Sir  T.  Graham  fur  acting  upon  any  order  your  Lordship  may  think 
proper  to  send  to  him  upon  this  subject 

I  should  suppose  that  it  might  be  sufficient  to  send  the  5th  division  (or  the  Ist),  and  a 
regiment  of  cavalry,  if  the  thing  should  appear  expedient^  and  without  artillery,  if  the 
roads  are  bad.  I'he  6th  division  could  replace,  if  requisite,  the  division  sent  from  the  left 
column. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  perhaps  Gen.  Giron  may  be  retarded  on  the  great  road  by  some 
fortified  post  (besides  that  his  chief  attention  and  his  movement  will  be  upon  Mondragon), 
and  that  any  convoy  going  off  by  the  great  road  of  Bayonne  may  escape  possibly  without 
much  efiectual  molestation. 

P.S.  I  have  just  learnt  that  there  is  a  road  leading  upon  Villa  Franca  which  shortens 
the  distance  4  leagues ;  it  being  by  the  great  road  12  leagues  fix)m  this  to  Villa  Franca, 
and  only  8  by  the  direct  road.  The  left  column  of  the  army  is  now  about  a  league  nearer 
that  direction,  I  should  think.  I  have  got  the  names  of  the  places  through  which  the  road 
Misses,  and  I  am  told  that  the  country  carts  go  by  it ;  but  that  a  part  of  it,  called  (he 
Puerto  de  S.  Adrian,  is  very  steep  and  difficult. 

3  P.M. 

I  approve  of  this,  if  it  is  not  now  too  late.  Probably  the  two  Portuguese  brigades  and 
the  Ist  division  had  better  go,  and  that  part  of  the  cavalry  which  has  not  marched.  I  have 
sent  to  the  6th  division  to  halt  at  Vitona,  or  wherever  the  order  might  find  them,  as  I  learn 
that  Clatisel  was  on  the  march  in  that  direction ;  and  it  would  not  answer  to  allow  him  to 
touch  our  hospital  or  our  captures.  *  W. 

After  having  dispatched  the  above  letter  by  an  officer  to  Lord  Wellington,  who  had  left 
Vitoria  at  an  early  hour  in  nuisuit  of  the  enemy,  the  Q.M.G.  had  an  opportunity  of  com- 
municating with  Sir  T.  Graham  before  quitting  Vitoria  for  Salvatierra.  But  the  original 
letter,  with  Lord  Wellington's  approval  and  improvement  on  the  suggestion  it  contained, 
in  place  of  being  carried  direct  to  Sir  T.  Graham,  was  brought  back  to  the  Q.M.G.,  and, 
owing  to  that  accidental  circumstance,  the  left  column  did  not  take  the  proper  turn  into 
the  road  leading  to  the  Puerto  de  S.  Adrian,  on  the  march  of  the  22d,  as  had  been 
intended,  but  moved  into  that  route  (part  of  it  having  to  countermarch)  only  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d.  This  alone  enabled  the  corps  of  Gen.  Foy,  which  was  retreating 
from  the  province  of  Bisc^,  by  Villa  Real  and  Villa  Franca,  to  pass,  on  the  24th,  a  short 
time  before  the  arrival  of  Grabam^s  column,  upon  the  great  road. 

VOL.  VI.  2  N 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dl6  SPAIN. 

of  the  Kegency  to  the  conduct  of  some  officers,  and  to  recommend  them 
for  promotion. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  F.  Copons 
y  Navia,  Don  L.  Wimpffen,  Don  P.  A.  Giron,  Don  M.  Freyre,  the 
Principe  de  Anglona,  and  Don  J.  O'Donoju  may  be  promoted  to  be  Ldeut 
Generals ;  that  Brigadier  Don  P.  Morillo  may  be  promoted  to  be  Mariecal 
de  Caropo;  and  that  Col.  Don  M.  Llauder  may  be  promoted  to  be  a 
Brigadier.  All  these  officers  have  rendered  important  services  during  the 
war ;  and  although  the  occasion  applies  only  to  a  certain  number  of  them, 
I  don't  think  I  can  with  propriety  or.  justice  recommend  some  to  the 
Regency  without  attending  to  the  claims  of  others. 

I  likewise  hope  that  the  Regency  will  have  promoted  Col.  Don  F. 
Longa,  according  to  my  former  recommendation. 

To  the  Rt  Hou.  Sir  H.  Well«dey,  K.B.  Irunon,  24th  June,  1813. 

I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  dispatches  for  the  details  of  our  operations 
since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  Hth.  I  wrote  to  you  also  on  the  22d,  but  I 
hope  that  you  will  first  receive  this  letter. 

I  know  how  much  you  will  feel  for  the  loss  of  poor  Cadogan,  which 
has  distressed  me  exceedingly.  He  was  so  anxious  respecting  what  was 
going  on,  that  after  he  was  wounded  and  knew  that  he  was  dying,  he  had 
himself  carried  to  a  place  whence  he  could  see  all  the  operations !  Pray 
let  George  and  Louisa  know  of  their  misfortune. 

King  Joseph  and  his  army  must  quit  Spain ;  indeed,  they  have  already 
this  night  retired  from  Pamplona.  I  am  trying  to  cut  off  some  of  the 
others,  and  I  shall  try  to  turn  them  all  out  of  Spain  before  they  can  be 
reinforced. 

To  the  Commiirionen  of  Tnnsport  Iranno,  24tfa  June^  18  IS. 

Capt  Leith  Hay  of  the  11th  foot,  who  was  taken  prisoner  a  short  time 
ago,  having  been  permitted  to  return  to  the  British  army,  I  will  thank  you 
to  send  to  France  in  exchange  for  him  Capt  Chevill^  of  the  French  artil- 
lery, now  a  prisoner  on  parole  at  Abergavenny. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  that  officer,  which  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  have  forwarded  to  him. 

To  Karl  Batliunt.  Iranran,  34th  Jaoe,  181S. 

The  departure  of  Capt.  Fremantle  having  been  delayed  till  this  day  by 
the  necessity  of  making  up  the  returns,  I  have  to  report  to  your  Lordship 
that  we  have  continued  to  pursue  the  enemy,  whose  rear  reached  Pamplona 
this  day  We  have  done  them  as  much  injury  as  has  been  in  our  power, 
considering  the  state  of  the  weather  and  of  the  roads ;  and  this  day  the 
advanced  guard,  consisting  of  Major  Gen.  V.  Alten's  brigade,  and  the  Ist 
and  3d  batts.  of  the  95th  regt,  and  Capt  Ross'  troop  of  horse  artillery, 
took  from  them  the  remaining  gun  they  had.  They  have  entered  Pam- 
plona, therefore,  with  one  howitzer  only. 

Gen.  Clausel,  who  had  under  his  command  that  part  of  the  army  of  the 
North,  and  one  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal  which  was  not  in  the 
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action  of  the  21  st,  approached  Vitoria  on  the  22d)  where  he  heard  of 
the  action  of  the  preceding  day;  and  finding  there  the  6th  division, 
which  had  just  arrived  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  the  Hon. 
E.  Pakenham,  he  retired  upon  La  Guardia,  and  has  since  marched  upon 
Tudela  de  Ehro. 

It  is  probahle  that  the  enemy  will  continue  their  retreat  into  France.  I 
have  detached  Gen.  Giron  with  the  Galician  army  in  pursuit  of  the  convoy 
which  moved  from  Vitoria  on  the  morning  of  die  20th,  which  I  hope  he 
will  overtake  before  it  will  reach  Bayonne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  *  which  I  have  received  from  Gen. 
Copons,  of  a  very  gallant  affair  in  Catalonia  on  the  Ith  May,  by  a  brigade 
of  Spanish  troops  under  the  command  of  Col.  Don  M.  Llauder;  and  I 
have  received  a  report,  not  official,  stating  that  on  the  HUi  May 
Gen.  Copons  had  defeated  the  enemy  in  the  position  of  Correal,  near  La 
Bisbal. 

Gen.  Mina  informs  me  that  he  has  accounts  of  the  landing  of  the  force 
under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  in  Catalonia,  and  of  the  capture  of  the 
Coll  de  Balaguer  and  of  Tarragona  by  them  after  a  siege  of  8  days.  I 
have  hitherto  received  no  accounts  of  these  events. 

To  Earl  BaUnutt  Inirsun,  34th  Juoe,  1813. 

I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  answering  your  letter  regarding  Mr. 
Sampayo's  concerns  when  I  shall  have  more  leisure.  I  shall  now  only 
say  tiiat  the  reasoning  of  the  Commissary  in  Chief,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Treasury,  would  be  very  good,  if  his  facts  were  true,  but  they  are  all 
false.  However,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine.  It  is  the  business  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  the  Commissary  in  Chief,  to  find  money  to  perform  His 

^  Gen.  DoD  F.  Copoof  y  Naria  to  Gen.  the  Maiquis  of  Wellington. 

Villa  Franca,  18th  May,  1813. 

The  God  of  armies  favors  the  operations  of  that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command. 

The  3d  brigade  of  the  3d  division,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Don  M.  Uauder,  com- 
pletely destroyed,  on  the  7th  inst.,  an  enemy's  column,  composed  of  1500  men,  commanded 
by  the  Marshal  who  left  Paycerda,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Col.  Llauder*s  flank,  while 
he  was  engaged  in  the  blockade  of  Olot :  4  officers  and  390  men  made  prisoners,  13 
caisvns,  and  more  than  600  muskets,  and  the  reduction  of  the  enemy's  number  to  some 
300  men,  are  the  results  of  this  fortunate  affair. 

Gen.  M.  Mathieu,  with  a  corps  of  6000  infantry,  300  cavalry,  and  5  pieces  of  cannon, 
under  Gens.  Expert  and  Debani^  marched  to  Tarragona,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a 
convoy. 

I  followed  with  the  3d  brigade  of  the  Ist  division,  the  Ist  of  the  3d,  the  battalion  of  the 
General,  and  80  cavalry,  making  a  total  of  3300  men.  On  the  return  of  Qtn,  Mathieu 
for  Barcelona,  I  endeavored  to  draw  him  to  an  advantageous  position,  which  I  occupied  at 
the  village  of  La  Bisbal,  where  I  offered  him  battle  on  the  17th.  At  half-past  7  in  the 
morning  the  fire  began,  and  soon  became  general  along  the  whole  line :  the  attack  and 
movement  of  the  enemy  to  turn  my  ilank  were  unavailing.  At  half-past  13  he  attacked 
with  the  greatest  spirit,  and  being  repulsed  and  vigorously  pursued,  commenced  his  retreat, 
in  sight  of  our  valiant  soldiers. 

^  llie  field  remained  covered  with  bodies  and  arms  :  the  enemy*s  loss  exceeded  600  men, 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  One  Commanding,  and  5  inferior  officers,  were  among 
the  first,  and  7  were  woimded. 

The  enemy  confessed  this  loss  in  the  village,  in  which  he  left  part  of  his  wounded,  imder 
charge  of  a  French  surgeon. 

My  loss  is  not  accurately  ascertained,  but  I  know  that  it  bears  no  nroportian  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  When  the  different  reports  are  received,  I  shall  forward  them  to  your  Excel- 
lency ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  your  Excellency  this  information 
for  your  satisfaction. 

2N.2 
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Majesty's  engagements  to  the  powers  in  the  Peninsula ;  and  I  hope  they 
will  perform  that  duty.     I  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it 

I  likewise  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Lordship  the  expediency  of 
adopting  some  measure  for  the  protection  of  the  navigation  of  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  and  of  the  north  coast  of  Spain.  Sir  C  Stuart  informs  me  that 
many  vessels  have  lately  been  taken  off  the  coast  of  Portugal.  Ammuni- 
tion required  for  the  army  has  lately  been  delayed  at  Lisbon  for  want  of 
convoy ;  and  it  is  not  yet  arrived  at  Santander,  and  I  am  obliged  to  use 
the  French  ammunition,  of  a  smaller  calibre  than  our  muskets,  to  make 
good  our  expenditure  in  the  late  action.  The  army  cannot  remain  in  this 
part  of  the  country  without  magazines,  notwithstanding  its  successes,  and 
these  magazines  must  be  brought  by  sea,  or  they  must  be  purchased  with 
ready  money.  For  the  first  time  I  believe  it  has  happened  to  any  British 
army,  that  its  communication  by  sea  is  insecure;  and  certainly  we  have 
not  money  to  purchase  in  the  country  all  we  want. 

The  increase  of  the  naval  force  on  the  Lisbon  station  is  likewise  neces- 
sary, because  oiir  money  must  be  transported  from  J^isbon  by  sea  once  a 
fortnight.  We  are  too  far  from  Lisbon  to  transport  it  by  land ;  and  the 
expense  would  be  enormous.  I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  adopt  some 
measures  to  afford  us  the  wished  for  security  in  the  navigation  of  the  coast. 

To  Major  Gen.  Roche.  Near  Pamplona,  25th  June,  1 8 IS. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  transmitted  to  me  your  letter  to  him,  and  that  to 
me  of  the  1st  inst.,  and  the  copy  of  his  answer  of  the  12th,  with  which  I 
concur  so  entirely,  that  I  need  only  refer  to  it  for  a  statement  of  my 
opinion. 

I  don't  know  the  person  who  made  the  statement  to  government  which 
induced  them  to'  order  me  to  call  upon  you  for  your  accounts  of  the  issues 
of  the  stores  entrusted  to  you,  and  to  investigate  those  accounts ;  but  if 
I  had  received  such  a  statement  I  should  have  acted  as  they  have. 

Au  Cap.  Oen.  Don  F.  X.  Gastanos.  Prds  de  Pamplona,  ce  25  Jain,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  18 ;  et  comme  vous  avez  appris  dee  autrestout 
ce  qui  est  arriv^  ici,  je  ne  vous  ^cris  pas  la  dessus.  J'esp^re  que  nous 
pourrons  attraper  Clausel.  Le  Roi  et  ses  debris  sont  partis  pour  la  France. 
Nous  bloquerons  cette  place  demain  matin. 

Je  vous  donnerai  des  billets  sur  I'Angleterre  pour  toutes  lea  sommes 
d'argent  que  vous  pouvez  mettre  dans  la  caisse  militaire,  qui  seraient  em- 
ploy^ k  payer  les  troupes  de  la  4"*  armc^e. 

J'avais  Pintention  de  rt^parer  le  ch&teau  de  Burgos ;  mais  si  vous  I'avez 
dtftruit,  n'importe. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.         Orcoyen,  near  Pamplona,  a5tb  June,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  regarding  the  pretensions  of  the 
Princess  of  Brazil  to  the  Regency  of  Spain. 

When  I  was  at  Cadiz,  I  had  a  conversation  with  the  Porttiguese  minister 
upon  this  subject,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  pressing  me  to  declare  myself 
in  her  favor.  My  answer  was,  that  I  never  interfered  in  concerns  of  that 
description,  and  that  I  had  come  to  Cadiz  upon  military  business,  and 
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would  not  interfere  in  any  other ;  that  I  was  the  servant  of  three  masters, 
and  had  not  received  the  instructions  of  any  one  of  them  to  talk  to  any 
body,  or  to  interfere  in  any  manner  in  that  concern ;  and  that,  as  far  as  I 
had  any  knowledge,  I  believed  that  to  urge  the  pretensions  of  the  Princess 
at  that  moment  was  repugnant  to  the  wishes  of  the  Prince  of  Brazil, 
equally  with  the  English  government  and  the  Spanish  Cortes  and  Regency. 

I  then  said,  that,  as  a  matter  of  private  opinion,  I  thought  that  the  Prin- 
cess had  behaved  very  indiscreetly  on  many  occasions  which  I  could 
enumerate,  but  particularly  in  her  declarations  against  the  English  alli- 
ance. That  in  other  times,  and  under  other  circumstances,  the  policy  of 
that  alliance  might  be  doubted  with  fairness ;  but  that  the  person  who 
declared  against  it  under  the  existing  circumstances  must  be  either  a  fool 
or  knave,  as  it  was  quite  clear  that  it  a£forded  the  only  hope  of  saving 
Spain  and  the  Peninsula  from  the  hands  of  the  French.  That  in  conse- 
quence of  all  these  reflections,  he  must  excuse  me  from  giving  my  opinion 
in  any  manner  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot  convey  what  I  think  regarding  the  appointment  of  the  Princess 
to  the  Regency  in  stronger  terms ;  and  you  may  make  what  use  you  please 
of  this  letter. 

The  A,G,  to  LUut,  Gen.  the  Earl (/ Dalhoutie,  7th  division,  25th  June,  1813. 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  your  Lord- 
ship will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  officer  belonging  to  the  7th  division,  of  the  rank 
of  Captain,  to  proceed  to  the  rear  to  the  village  of  Ecbarri-Aranaz,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  as  Commandant  of  a  passing  hospital  station  for  sick  and  wounded, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  there.  One  of  the  men  of  the  mounted  Staff 
corps  attached  to  the  7th  division  is  likewise  to  proceed  to  Echarri  to  act  as  Provost, 
or  to  be  sent  forward  to  head  quarters  in  the  event  of  the  Commandant  having  any 
commimication  to  make  of  an  urgent  nature. 

TV  A,0.  to  Sir  B.  H,  Kemnetfy^  CommiMsary  General  35th  Jwaie,  1813. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  having  occasioned  considerable  sickness,  it  has 
become  expedient  to  establish  a  receiving  station  at  Echarri- Aranaz,  where  men  of 
the  above  description  may  be  assembled  till  a  selection  shall  take  place  of  those 
equal  to  rejoin,  and  for  such  as  it  may  be  proper  to  send  to  the  established  depdt 
at  Vitoria.  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to 
request  that  you  will  forthwith  detach  a  Commissariat  officer  to  Echarri-Aranax, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  that  depdt,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the 
returning  transport  to  pass  through  that  town  for  the  purpose  of  assisting,  as  well 
in  assembling  the  weakly  and  wounded  there,  as  further  to  aid  in  their  removal 
to  Vitoria  in  the  instances  it  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  A.G.  to  the  A^.Ge,,  2d,  ^  Ath,  5lh,  6/A,  1th,  and  Light  dmtiont.  25th  June,  1813. 

Tlie  inclemency  of  the  weather  having  occasioned  a  great  decree  of  sickness  in 
the  anny,  a  passing  hospital  station  has  been  established  at  Ecnarri-Aranaz,  and 
men  taken  ill  upon  the  road  between  that  place  and  tlie  head  of  the  column  are 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  above  hospital,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  to 
the  General  commanding  the  division.  The  contents  of  this  order  are  to  be  com- 
municated to  any  brigade  of  cavalry  that  may  be  near  the  division. 

TV  ji.  G,  to  A.A,  Gi.  (/  divisions  and  cavalry.  25th  June,  1813. 

When  more  than  one  division  march  by  the  same  route,  and  that  the  severity  of 
marching  or  of  the  weather  shall  oblige  the  weakly  soldiers  to  fall  hi  the  rear  out  of 
their  ranks,  the  divisions  in  rear  are  expected  by  his  Excellency  successively  to 
provide  accommodation  fur  soldiers  or  dctachuients  of  tliis  description  remaining 
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in  the  Ticinity  of  their  head  quarters,  and  provision  them  in  all  reflects  as  If 
aetoally  belonging  to  them.  The  Adj.  Gens,  are  particularly  requested  to 
examine  into  the  authority  of  absence  of  soldiers  found  in  rear,  to  prevent  impo- 
sition, and  to  enable  the  General  officer's  decision  in  reference  to  them. 

His  Excellency  by  no  means  wishes  this  instruction  should  remove  any  pre- 
ceding order  calculated  to  check  soldiers  falling  in  rear  of  their  re^ective  corps, 
but  rather  as  an  additional  provision  against  a  casualty,  which,  if  not  brought 
under  the  immediate  notice  of  the  General  officers  commandinc^  divisions,  might 
produce,  at  a  period  of  necessary  exertion,  disadvantage  and  delay  to  any  pro- 
posed movement. 

To  lieut  Col.  Bourke.  Orcoyen,  near  Pamplona,  96th  Juns^  1813. 

I  send  herewith  the  duplicate  of  my  dispatches  to  the  Sec.  of  State  of 
the  22d  and  24th  inst,  and  of  this  day,  containing  accounts  of  the  battle 
of  the  21st,  near  Vitoria,  and  of  subsequent  events  in  this  quarter. 

You  will  see  by  the  last  that  I  propose  to  lay  siege  to  Pamplona;  and  I 
mean  to  make  use,  in  that  operation,  of  28  French  12  pounders,  taken 
from  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Vitoria. 

I  enclose  letters  to  the  Commanding  officers  at  Ferrol  and  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Galicia,  to  order  them  to  concert  with  you  the  means  of  sending 
round  to  Deba  12  pounder  shot,  to  the  amount  of  28,000;  and  I  request 
you  to  press  forward  as  much  as  may  be  in  your  power  the  delivery  of 
the  shot  from  the  arsenals,  and  to  arrange  with  the  Commissary  Gen.  and 
the  officers  of  the  British  Navy  at  Coruxia,  or  any  other  British  authority 
who  may  be  there,  the  hire  of  vessels  to  carry  the  shot  to  Deba;  and  to 
impress  upon  them  the  necessity  that,  for  the  good  of  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice and  the  cause,  all  persons  should  exert  themselves  to  carry  this  service 
into  execution. 

To  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Orcoyen,  near  Pamplona,  Mh  Jmm,  181S. 

I  had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  19th  Inst.  Be- 
fore you  will  receive  this,  you  will  probably  have  heard  of  our  victory  of 
the  21st.  The  enemy  are  on  their  retreat  into  France ;  and  I  propose 
forthwith  to  make  the  siege  of  Pamplona. 

I  dispatched  yesterday  an  officer  to  Santander,  with  directions  to  bring 
to  the  port  of  Deba  the  battering  train  and  its  equipment,  which  is  now,  I 
hope,  at  Santander.  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  necessary  to  tranship  the  ord- 
nance, &c.  into  smaller  vessels;  but  the  communication  by  land  from 
hence  with  Deba  is  so  much  more  convenient  than  by  Bilbao,  that  I  have 
given  directions  that  the  ordnance,  &c.  may  be  transhipped  into  small 
vessels,  to  be  hired  at  Santander,  if,  upon  inquiry  there,  it  should  be  found 
that  the  ships  in  which  they  are  now  embarked  cannot  enter  Deba  on 
account  of  the  lowness  of  their  draught  of  water.  I  request  you  to  aid 
these  measures  by  your  influence  and  assistance  at  Santander. 

I  propose  to  use  in  the  siege  of  Pamplona  some  of  the  French  12  pound 
ordnance  captured  in  the  battle  at  Vitoria;  and  I  have  sent  to  Coruna  for 
28,000  12  pounder  shot  for  that  service,  which  must  likewise  be  brought 
to  Deba.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if  this  shot  could  come  in  a  ship  of 
war  of  a  small  size ;  and,  at  all  events,  I  request  you  to  adopt  immediate 
measures  to  give  it  convoy.  After  having  taken  Pamplona,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  make  ourselves  masters  of  Santona,  Castro  Urdiales,  and  even 
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San  Sebastian ;  and  it  is  not  impoasible  that  the  measures  to  take  those 
places  might  hereafter,  with  your  assistance,  go  hand  in  hand  with  those 
for  the  capture  of  Pamplona ;  but  at  present  we  must  direct  all  our  efforts 
to  the  latter. 

I  send  this  letter  to  you  off  Bilbao,  and  a  duplicate  to  Santander. 

Au  Gap.  Gin.  Don  F.  X.  Caitafiot.  Pr^  de  Pamplona,  ce  36  Juin,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  ce  matin  votre  lettre  du  24,  pour  laquelle  je  vous  suis  bien 
obliges.  Je  Yous  ai  ecrit  hier.  J'ai  envoys  ordre  au  Comte  de  la  Bisbal 
de  tftcher  de  prendre  Pancorbo,  et  je  lui  ai  envoj6  un  ing^nieur  Anglais, 
qui  a  fait  la  reconnaissance  de  la  place,  pour  I'aider.  Je  fais  I'inyestement 
de  cette  place ;  et,  en  m6me  temps  que  nous  rejettons  la  grande  arm^e  en 
France,  je  vais  t&cher  d'attraper  Clausel,  qui  est  encore  sur  I'Ebre  avec 
15,000  hommes.     Au  moins  nous  le  renverrons  sans  canon  ou  voitures. 

To  Barl  Batfamtt  Orcojen,  26th  June,  1 813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ]  st  inst,  containing  the  copy  of  one 
from  the  Commissary  in  Chief  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to 
the  importation  of  grain  from  America. 

Your  Lordship  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Sampayo  has  made  a 
contract  for  the  supply  of  that  article  at  the  Lisbon  prices.  The  fact  is, 
that  under  a  commission  from  Sir  C.  Stuart,  he  purchased  grain  ou  ac- 
count of  the  government,  with  bills  on  the  Treasury,  furnished  him  by 
His  Majesty's  mbister,  and  government  enjoyed  all  the  profit  arising 
from  the  difference  of  price  at  Lisbon  and  at  the  place  at  which  the  coi^ 
was  purchased. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Orcoy«o,  near  Pamplona,  36th  June,  1813. 

The  enemy  continued  their  retreat  yesterday  morning  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pamplona,  by  the  road  of  Roncesvalles  into  France,  and  have 
been  followed  by  our  Light  troops. 

The  fort  of  Pamplona  has  bc^n  invested  this  day ;  and  I  have  made 
arrangements  for  landing  and  bringing  up  the  train  of  artillery  to  attack 
that  place. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Col.  Longa 
of  the  22d,  stating  that  he  has  taken  6  pieces  of  artillery  from  a  detach- 
ment of  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Foy,  on  their  retreat  into 
France  by  the  high  road  at  Mondragon. 

I  ought  to  have  informed  your  Lordship  in  my  dispatch  of  the  24th, 
that  on  the  23d  inst  I  had  detached  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  to  the  left 
towards  Tolosa,  with  a  view  to  the  operations  to  be  carried  on  in  that 
quarter.  By  a  letter  from  him  of  the  25th,  it  appears  that  he  arrived 
yesterday  at  Tolosa,  having  been  opposed  in  his  occupation  of  that  town 
by  the  troops  which  retired  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Foy.  He  men- 
tions the  assistance  which  be  had  received  from  Col.  Longa,  and  from 
2  battalions  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  which  Gen.  Giron  had  left  with  him, 
in  his  attack  upon  Tolosa. 

I  have  not  received  any  official  intelligence  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the 
Eastern  coast;  but  Gen.  Mina  told  me  yesterday  that  the  allied  troops 
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were  certainly  in  possession  of  the  lower  town  of  Tarragona,  which  they 
had  stormed,  and  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  had  commenced  his 
attack  upon  the  upper  town ;  and  that  an  officer  belonging  to  one  of  the 
regiments  under  his  command,  on  the  frontiers  of  Catalonia,  had  reported 
to  him  on  the  23d  that  the  fire  at  Tarragona  had  ceased  entirely. 

Sir  J.  Murray  had  certainly  landed  in  Catalonia  on  the  3d  inst.,  and 
had  taken  possession  of  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  on  the  7  th,  in  which  fort 
were  found  17  pieces  of  cannon.     Some  prisoners  were  taken. 

It  is  likewise  reported  in  the  country  that  the  Spanish  troops  are  in 
possession  of  Valencia. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Orcoyen,  2Ath  June,  18T3. 

When  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship  on  the  10th  Feb.  regarding  the  bat- 
tering trains  to  be  prepared  in  England,  I  had  in  contemplation,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  afterwards  that  of  Pamplona  and 
other  places  in  the  enemy's  possession  between  the  Ebro  2Cod  the  French 
frontier.  I  now  therefore  beg  your  Lordship  to  order  to  Santander  the 
other  trains  requested  to  be  in  readiness  for  this  service.  In  the  mean 
time  I  am  about  to  use  in  the  siege  the  12  pounder  ordnance  taken  from 
the  enemy. 

To  Col.  Malcolm.  Orcoyen,  26th  June,  1813. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the  22d  May,  which 
I  received  by  the  last  post,  and  the  sword  which  you  have  given  me. 

»  »  »  »  ♦ 

You  will  hear  of  events  here.  I  have  taken  more  guns  from  these  fellows 
in  the  last  action  than  I  took  at  Assye,  without  much  more  loss,  upon 

Q.M.O.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Tafalla,  97th  June,  181  s.   . 

Gen.  Glausel  has  continued  his  march  upon  Calahorra,  and  I  feai  we  must  relinquish 
the  hope  of  intercepting  him  at  Tudela.  In  consequence  of  this  movement  of  the  enemy, 
Ix>rd  Wellington  desires  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  bring  forward  the  remainder  of  the 
right  column  of  the  army  out  of  the  valley  of  Araquil. 

When  these  troops  have  come  up,  you  will  order  Major  Gen.  Byng,  with  one  British 
and  one  Portuguese  brigade  of  the  2d  division,  and  Major  Gen.  Morillo's  Spanish  divisioD, 
to  proceed  by  the  route  along  which  the  enemy's  army  retired  from  Pamplona  towards 
France  (believed  to  be  by  the  pass  of  Roncesvalles). 

The  objects  of  this  movement  are :  1st ;  To  ascertain  with  certainty  the  direction  of  the 
enemy's  march,  and  whether  he  has  continued  it  beyond  the  frontier,  evacuating  entirely 
the  Spanish  territory.  2d ;  To  watch  and  oppose  his  movements  if  he  should  attempt  to 
return,  or  to  send  any  parties  in  the  direction  of  Pamplona. 

There  is  no  objection  to  Major  Gen.  Byng's  pushmg  his  advanced  detachment  beyond 
the  frontier,  provided  he  can  d^  so  without  meeting  with  much  opposition,  or  having  to 
force  any  strong  post;  but  his  attention  must  be  chiefly  directed  to  acting  upon  the 
defensive. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  endeavor  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge  as  possible  of  tiie 
country  towards  the  frontier,  by  sending  out  officers  to  reconnaitre  and  report  upon  it 

In  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  Q.M.G.'s  department,  and  of  the  Kngineera,  who  mar 
be  employed  in  this  manner,  Lord  Wellington  authorises  your  employing  likewise  such 
regimental  officers  as  may  be  found  qualified  for  that  service ;  and  thtee  officers  will 
receive  a  contingent  allowance  of  3  clollars  a  day  whilst  detached  from  their  regiments 
and  employed  in  this  manner.  You  will  be  so  good  as  send  such  detachments  of  cavalry 
(from  the  cavalry  of  the  right  column  of  the  army)  with  Major  Gren.  Byng  as  the  iufonn*- 
tion  you  obtain  respecting  the  nature  of  the  country  gives  you  reason  to  think  necessary  or 
useful  to  him ;  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  make  arrangements  fbr  keeping  up  a  certain 
and  expeditious  communication  with  the  troops  detached  under  Gen.  Byng*s  oideia. 
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about  70,000  men  engaged.     The  two  armies  were  nearly  equal  in  num- 
bers, but  they  cannot  stand  us  now  at  all. 

TV  A,Q,  to  CoL  Ortmiy  ktatar  brigatU,  26th  June,  1813. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  on  the  officers  commanding  regiments 
under  your  charge,  for  a  specific  report  in  how  far  the  O.  O.  have  been  complied 
with,  of  the  22d  mst,  whereby  all  captured  animals  were  required  to  be  given 
over  for  the  disposal  of  the  officer  commanding  the  Royal  artillery. 

You  will  also  be  so  good  to  communicate  to  me,  for  his  Excellency's  informa- 
tion, the  steps  you  have  taken,  or  propose  to  take,  for  the  object  of  collecting  the 
treasure  seized  on  by  the  individuals  of  the  —  hussars,  on  the  day  of  action,  at 
a  period  when  their  attention  should  solely  have  been  directed  to  the  furtherance 
of  the  advantages  which  were  gained. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  report  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  proposes  to  eive 
such  instructions  for  the  distribution  of  the  sum  collected,  as  may  best  tend  to 
recompense  the  soldiery  who  did  attend  to  the  immediate  service  then  in  course  of 
execution,  as  fdso  to  discourage  the  discreditable  act  of  forsaking  the  ranks  for 
plunder. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Orcoyen,  27th  June,  1813,  6  a.m. 

I  have  just  now  received  your  note  of  yesterday  from  Tolosa.  Knowing 
that  Murray  communicated  to  you  all  that  was  passing  on  this  side,  1  have 
not  written  to  you ;  and  I  refer  you  to  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  you 
yesterday,  and  of  which  ho  will  send  a  duplicate  this  morning,  for  the 
detail  of  what  I  intend  to  do. 

I  am  just  setting  out  after  Clausel  with  the  4th  division  and  Light 
division.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  invest  this  place.  I  shall  get  him  likewise  to 
post  a  strong  force  towards  Roncesvalles. 

You  must  be  too  late  to  do  Foy  any  mischief,  but  you  might  push  him 
on ;  and  afterwards  teke  your  defensive  on  the  great  road,  according  to 
the  instruction  of  yesterday. 

I  propose  to  bring  the  artillery,  &c.  for  the  siege  of  Pamplona  from 
Deba  by  Tolosa. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart.  Orcoyen,  27th  June,  1813. 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  yesterday.  I  have  already  stated  to  you 
the  arrangemente  for  the  command  of  brigades  in  the  2d  division,  and  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  give  Gen.  Ross  the  command  which  you  ask.  I 
haye  besides  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  desirous  of  steying  where  he  is. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.      Caseda,  on  the  Aragon,  28th  June,  1813, 2  p.m. 

I  received  in  the  night  your  report  to  the  26th,*  and  this  morning  from 
Lord  March  your  letter  of  the  27th ;  and  Gen.  Murray  has  shown  me  two 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  you  last  night  and  this  morning. 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

ToloM,  26th  June,  1813. 

It  was  so  late  on  the  23d  when  I  received  the  order  to  march  by  the  Puerto  Sui  Adrian 
on  Villa  Franca,  and  the  weather  and  the  road  were  so  extremely  bad,  that  hut  a  small 
part  of  tlie  column  could  get  over  the  mountain  that  day :  and  it  was  not  till  late  on  the 
2Uh  that  I  could  move  from  Segura  on  Villa  Franca,  with  Major  Gen.  Anson *s  brigade  of 
light  dragoons,  the  light  battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legion,  and  the  2  Portuguese 
brigades ;  the  rest  of  tlie  troops  not  being  yet  come  up. 

Tlie  rear  cf  the  enemy's  column  was  then  just  passing  on  the  great  road  from  Villa 
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I  know  of  nothing  that  has  retreated  from  Vitoria  by  the  great  road, 
nor  that  is  on  the  great  road  at  present,  excepting  the  troops  which 
came  with  F07  from  Bilbao,  and  the  garrisons  which  he  has  picked  up 
on  his  way. 

The  troops  stated  to  have  passed  from  Irurzon  by  the  Tolosa  road 
towards  San  Estevan,  certainly  returned  to  Irurzun,  and  marched  with  the 
remainder  of  the  army  to  Pamplona,  from  whence  the  whole  have  retired 
by  ZubirL  At  Zubiri,  the  armies  of  the  South  and  Centre,  and  part  of 
that  of  Portugal,  went  to  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  26th.     Part  of  that  of  Portugal  went  by  Berrueta  towards  Bayonne. 

The  account,  however,  which  you  have  given  of  the  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese troops,  in  your  letter  to  Gen.  Murray,  has  induced  me  to  alter  my 
plans  a  little.  The  5th  and  6th  divisions  were  brought  between  Vitoria 
and  Logrono,  with  a  view  to  Clausers  probable  movement  upon  Salva- 
tierra,  according  to  all  the  authentic  reports  of  the  moment,  and  to  a 

Real  to  Villa  Franca,  and  he  occupied,  in  considerable  force^  some  very  strong  ground  on 
the  right  of  the  great  road,  and  of  tne  river  Oria,  in  (runt  of  the  village  of  Olaverria,  and 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Villa  Franca. 

Major  Gen.  Bradford's  brigade  marched  by  Olaverria,  and  was  empfored  to  dislodge 
the  enemy  on  the  right,  while  the  remainder  of  the  troops  advanced  by  tne  ekauuStf  de- 
fended by  the  enemy's  tirailleurs  on  the  heights,  and  a  strong  body  at  the  village  of 
Beasayn. 

As  the  enemy  reinforced  the  troops  on  his  left,  it  became  necessary  to  push  on  by  1km 
cMaus$f€y  which  was  done  by  the  light  battalion,  mider  Col.  Halkett,  assisted  and  flanked 
by  some  companies  of  Major  Gen.  Pack's  Portuguese  brigade ;  and  this  service  was  per- 
formed, in  the  most  gallant  style,  by  these  brave  troops,  who  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
village  of  Beasayn.  The  enemy  having  troops  ready  posted  on  the  succession  of  strong 
heighto  on  each  side  of  the  deep  valley,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  road  runs,  a  consider- 
able time  became  necessary  to  reach  his  flanks,  during  which  be  evacuated  Villa  Franco, 
without  further  dinrnte. 

The  Portuguese  brigades  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  valley  pushed  on  their  advance  to 
Isascndo^  and  the  troops  assembled  at  Villa  Franca.  Here,  likewise,  the  head  of  Gen. 
Giron  s  corps  and  all  CoL  Longa's  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 

The  next  morning  (the  25th)  the  enemy  evacuated  Celequia ;  anc^  as  he  had  taken  up 
a  very  strong  position  between  that  and  Tolosa,  covering  the  Pamplona  road,  the  Spanish 
corps  of , Col.  Longa  was  marched  by  Alio  towards  Lisarsa,  to  turn  his  left,  while  Lieut. 
Gen.  Meudixabal  was  requested  to  dispatch  some  battalions  ftom  Aipeitia  to  turn  his  right, 
appnyed  on  a  high  mountain,  with  an  inaccessible  ravine  in  front 

The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  summit  of  an  important  hill,  lying  between  the  Pam- 
plona and  Vitoria  roads,  by  a  very  skilful  attack  of  Lieut  CoL  Williams,  with  two  com- 
panies of  the  grenadiers  of  the  1st  regt,  and  three  of  die  4th  ca^adores,  belonging  to  Gen. 
P^k*s  brigade.  The  conduct  of  Lieut  Queiros,  and  of  Ensign  Vasconcellos,  of  the  4th 
ca^adores,  was  distin^ished  on  this  occasion.  The  latter  officer  lost  an  eye  by  a  musket 
shot.  This  hill  was  immediatelv  occupied  by  Major  Gen.  Bradford's  brigade,  supported 
by  the  8  line  battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legun.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  chiefly 
spent  in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  s  tirailleuzs,  to  give  time  for  the  Spanish  corps  arriving 
at  their  destination. 

A  general  attack  began  between  6  and  7  in  the  evening.  Two  guns  of  Capt  Ramsay*s 
troop,  and  two  9  pounders  of  Capt  Dubourdieu*s,  under  an  escort  of  Capt  Childer^s  troop 
of  tne  llth  light  dragoons,  and  of  the  advance  of  Col.  Halkett's  light  battalions,  were 
brought  rapidly  forward  on  ihtc/uuusee,  and  fired  wifli  efiect  against  several  formed  bodies 
of  the  enemy  in  the  plain  near  tlie  town  ;  while  the  oolunm,  consisting  of  the  German  light 
battalions,  the  brigade  of  Guards,  and  a  Spanish  division  of  Gen.  Giron's,  continued  to 
advance  by  the  ckauuee.  Two  Spanish  battalions  and  one  Portuguese,  forming  a  separate 
column  on  the  left  of  the  chatasie,  passed  quickly  on  the  left  of  the  town ;  God.  Bradford 
and  the  line  battalions  of  tlie  Germans  drivmg  in  the  enemy  on  their  front,  by  the  Pamplona 
road,  and  Col.  Longa  from  the  side  of  the  mountains,  still  more  on  the  right,  turning  and 
forcing,  from  very  strong  positions,  all  the  posted  bodies  of  the  enemy  on-  the  right  of  the 
town.  Still  the  enemy  held  possession  of  the  town,  which  was  much  more  capable  of 
defence  than  had  be«i  represented.  The  Vitoria  gate  was  barricaded,  and  also  the 
Pamplona  gate  on  the  bridge ;  and  both  were  flanked  by  convents  and  other  large  buildings 
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letter  in  cipher  which  he  wrote  to  the  King.  His  movement  having, 
however,  been  directed  along  the  Ebro,  I  have  ordered  back  the  5th  divi- 
sion of  infantry ;  and  you  will  learn  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  at  what  time  they 
will  be  at  your  disposal. 

2dly ;  If  we  cannot  depend  upon  the  operations  of  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  troops  in  pursuing  a  flying  enemy,  we  certainly  cannot  depend 
upon  them  in  those  operations  which  must  be  carried  on  to  cover  the 
siege  of  Pamplona.  I  therefore  propose  to  blockade  that  place  rather 
^him  lay  siege  to  it.  We  shall  get  the  place  at  a  later  period ;  but  other 
advantages  will  attend  this  mode  of  proceeding. 

Clausel  arrived  at  Tudela  last  night  I  have  moved  in  Hiis  direction  in 
order  to  try  to  stop  him  on  his  march  towards  Jaca;  but  I  think  he  will 
continue  his  march  along  the  Ebro  to  join  Suchet 

P.S.  I  wish  your  report  had  arrived  in  time  to  go  by  the  mail  of  the 
26th ;  but  as  it  has  not  gone,  and  you  have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with 


ocoapied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  town  was  nowhere  open.    A  9  poander 
'  '     '  B  of  the  light  battalion,  close  to  the  gate,  i 


which  1 


I  thns 


brought  up,  under  cover  of  the  fire  < 
burst  open. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  ^stinguish  tfas  troops  of  the  different  nations 
<»g*g«d,  which  gave  the  enemy,  now  flying  from  every  point,  an  opportunity  of  escaping 
with  much  less  loss  dwn  he  must  have  suffered,  had  wo  had  daylight 

The  conduct  of  all  the  troops  concerned  in  this  attack  was  highly  creditable ;  that  of  the 
line  battalions  on  the  Pamplona  road,  and  of  the  light  battalions  at  the  Vitoria  gate,  was 
such  as  was  to  be  expected  from  these  distinguished  corps,  and  the  column  of  the  left  did 
equal  honor  to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  arms. 

Col.  Longa*s  corps,  after  a  repetition  of  long  and  severe  marches,  undertook  and  exe- 
cuted, with  the  gr^test  spirit,  the  fatiguing  duty  of  this  day,  and  behaved  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  The  ba^lions  sent  from  Azpeitia  by  Lieut  Oen.  Mendixabal  repulsed, 
witli  great  steadiness,  an  attack  of  the  enemv,  and  afterwards  punued  him  down  frx>m  the 
mountains,  taking  a  good  many  prisoners.  I  nave  not  yet  got  the  return,  but  I  believe  above 
200  prisoners  were  t^en  by  thie  two  Spanish  corps,  and  many  wounded  men  were  left  here. 
The  enemy*s  loss  in  killed,  too,  must  have  been  considerable! 

This  place  has,  besides  the  defences  at  the  gates,  new  towers  to  flank  flie  exterior  wall, 
and  a  strong  wood  blockhouse  in  the  square,  which  shows  the  importance  the  enemy 
attached  to  its  occupation. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  the  troops  employed  in  this  assault,  not  to  mention  flieir  exemplary 
conduct  when  in  possession ;  there  was  no  excess  committed.  The  German  Legion  and 
CoL  Longa*s  corps  pasKd  on,  and  formed  immediately  beyond  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  British  and  Por- 
tuguese in  these  3  dayi^  which,  considering  the  nature  of  the  service,  could  not  have  been 
expected  to  be  less  than  considerable. 

The  Spaniards  lost  several  officers  killed  and  wounded  yesterday,  but  I  have  not  had 
any  return  of  them. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  the  S4th  and  35th  June,  1813. 
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Total  loss  of  officers, 
non  -  commissioned 
officers,  and  R.&F. 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

3 
96 

1 

3 

13 

54 

278 

44 

61 

316 

45 

The  Porttiguese  loss  mcluded :  all  the  missing  were  Portogoese. 
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the  conduct  of  some  of  the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  do  you  not  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  qualify  the  report  in  some  degree  in  regard 
to  them  ? 

I  have  not  yet  got  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded.  I  am  sorry  to 
observe  from  your  letter  to  Gen.  Murray  that  you  have  been  hit ;  but  I 
hope  that  you  have  not  been  materially  hurt,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
you  will  keep  yourself  quiet  till  you  are  well. 

To  Gen.  Don  F.  Coponi  y  Naria.  Caaeda,  on  the  river  Aragoo,  28th  June,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  T  gained  a  complete  victory  over 
the  enemy's  army,  commanded  by  the  King,  near  Vitoria,  on  the  21st 
inst  We  took  from  them  151  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  ammunition, 
baggage,  treasure,  &c.  The  enemy,  cut  off  from  the  high  road  to  France, 
retired  upon  Pamplona,  and  thence  into  France,  by  Roncesvalles,  on  St 
Jean  Pied  de  Port,  where  they  arrived  on  the  26th  inst  Gen.  Clausel, 
with  about  12,000  or  14,000  men,  composed  of  part  of  the  army  of  the 
North,  and  of  one  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal,  was  on  the  Ebro 
during  the  action,  and  was  not  engaged  in  it.  I  have  now  turned  towards 
him,  and  shall  endeavor  to  cut  him  off,  if  he  attempts  to  retire  by  Jaca. 
He  was  last  night  at  Tudela. 

1  have  heard  that  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  had  landed  in  Catalonia  on  the 
3d ;  that  he  obtained  possession  of  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  on  the  7th,  and 
proceeded  immediately  to  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  of  which  it  is  reported 
that  he  had  possession  of  the  lower  town  in  8  days ;  and  1  learn  that  since 
the  23d  no  firing  has  been  heard  at  Tarragona.  It  is  likewise  reported 
that  Sir  J.  Murray  has  proceeded  to  the  siege  of  Tortosaj  but  this  must 
be  conjecture. 

1  shall  be  very  glad  to  know  the  state  of  affairs  in  Catalonia,  and  on  the 
Eastern  coast  It  would  be  most  desirable  if  you  could  establish  a  regular 
communication  along  the  right  of  the  Ebro,  as  far  as  Tudela,  with  which 
towrt  I  could  communicate. 

I  beg  you  to  send  this  letter  to  Sir  J.  Murray. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  return  of  Suchet*s  army  of  the  13th  May. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.    Caseda,on  tlie  river  Aragon,  38di  June,  1813. 

I  received  in  the  night  your  letter  of  the  17th,  in  which  you  have 
informed  me  of  Gen.  Castanos'  removal  from  the  command  of  the  4th 
army  and  its  provinces,  which  has  annoyed  me  a  good  deal,  both  on 
account  of  the  circumstance  itself,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  taken 
place.  I  don't  propose,  however,  to  take  any  notice  of  what  has  passed 
till  I  shall  hear  from  the  Minister  at  War. 

Castanos  has  gone  on  always  perfectly  well  with  us,  particularly 
latterly ;  and  I  am  certain  that  great  inconvenience  will  result  from  his 
being  removed.  I  shall  speak  to  him  respecting  the  Princess  of  Brazil, 
and  his  conduct  in  general  at  Cadiz,  before  he  goes;  and  I  shall  com- 
municate to  him  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day  on  the 
former  subject. 

As  for  your  leaving  Cadiz,  I  don't  think  it  will  have  any  effect.  The 
people  of  the  country,  at  least  those  20  miles  from  Cadiz,  never  think  of 
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what  passes  tiiere ;  nor  is  there  sufficient  communication  hetWeen  Cadiz 
and  the  country  for  them  even  to  know  of  your  absence.  The  people 
think  of  nothing  but  getting  rid  of  the  French,  and  avoiding  to  contri- 
bute any  thing  towards  the  support  of  any  army ;  and  if  they  can  accom- 
plish these  objects,  they  don't  care  much  about  others. 

If  the  government  or  the  Cortes  cared  about  the  opinion  of  their  ally, 
or  about  carrying  on  the  war,  I  should  acquiesce  in  the  measure ;  but  it 
is  heartbreaking  to  see  that  they  care  about  neither  the  one  nor  the  other, 
and  there  is  no  tie  over  them.  All  they  appear  to  care  about,  is  the  war 
against  the  clergy ;  and  it  appears  as  if  the  measures  for  carrying  on  the 
war  against  the  enemy  were  incompatible  with  those  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  more  favorite  hostilities  against  the  priests. 

I  have  come  here  in  pursuit  of  Clausel,  who,  after  all,  will,  I  am  afraid, 
get  out  of  our  reach. 

Aa  Cap.  6^n.  Dod  F.  X.  Castanos.  Caieda,  ce  28  Juin,  181.3,  2  heures  p.m. 

Alava  vous  aura  fait  savoir  que  j'ai  re^u  dans  la  nuit  une  lettre  de  mon 
fr^re,  dans  laquelle  il  me  dit  que  vous  6tes  rappele  au  Conseil  d'Etat  de 
Cadiz ;  et  que  Giron  doit  6tre  remplace  dans  le  commandement  de  Tarmf^e. 
Sa  lettre  est  du  17,  et  je  n'ai  rien  du  Ministre.  La  nSponse  qu'on  a  faite 
aux  remontrances  de  mon  fr^re  sur  ces  mesures  a  it^  que  vous  t^tiez 
n<k;essaire  au  Conseil  d'Etat,  et  qu'on  etait  sdr  que  je  serais  satisfait  des 
raisons  qui  les  avaient  motivt^s.  Je  suis  bien  stir  que  je  n'en  serai  pas 
satisfait.  Mais  je  vous  prie  de  m'approcher  un  peu  avant  que  vous  ne 
partiez  k  fin  que  je  puisse  causer  avec  vous. 

J'ai  beaucoup  k  vous  dire  qu'on  ne  pent  pas  (k^rire ;  mais  je  ne  perds 
pas  cette  occasion  de  vous  remercier  pour  toutes  les  bontes  que  vous  avez 
eues  pour  moi,  depuis  que  j'ai  eu  le  bonheur  de  vous  connaitre ;  pour  les 
aides  que  vous  m'avez  donntfes  en  toute  occasion,  et  pour  la  cordialitti  avec 
laquelle  nous  avons  conduit  tant  de  mauvaises  a£faires  k  un  rtisultat 
heureuz.  Je  suis  sdr  que  le  service  du  public  ne  pent  pas  gagner,  et 
pent  perdre  par  aucun  changement  qu'on  fera ;  et  de  long  temps  je  n'ai 
iii  si  flcht^  ni  mortifit^  comme  je  le  suis,  depuis  que  j'ai  re^u  cette  lettre 
de  mon  fr^re. 

P.S.  Clausel  tStant  arrivtS  avant  nous  k  Tudela,  je  suis  venu  ici  pour 
I'arr^ter  en  sa  marche  en  Aragon  vers  Jaca.  II  c^tait  k  Tudela  hier 
au  8oir. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sii  R.  HH],  K.B.  CaMda,  28th  June,  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  am  anxious  that  some  measures  should  be  adopted  for  the  more  close 
and  strict  blockade  of  Pamplona,  and  I  suggest  the  following  for  your 
consideration : 

Ist;  That  the  water  which  supplies  the  town  by  the  aqueduct  should 
be  cut  off.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  effect  this  object  without  mischief 
to  the  country,  by  cutting  the  aqueduct  at  any  place  under  which  there 
may  be  a  channel  through  which  the  water  might  run. 

2dly ;  In  order  to  complete  the  annoyance  of  this  measure,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  establish  posts  upon  the  river,  to  fire  day  and  night  at  any 
persons  who  may  approach  it  for  water.     These  posts  should  be  covered 
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by  a  trench.  A  redoubt  should  likewise  be  constructed  at  the  distance  of 
musket  shot  from  eadi  of  the  bridges ;  each  to  hold  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  support  the  posts  on  the  river,  in  case  the  enemy  should  make 
a  sortie  upon  them.  There  should  be  a  gun  or  two  in  each  of  these 
redoubts,  which  we  can  bring  from  Vitoria. 

ddlj ;  There  is  a  wood  to  the  southward  of  the  place,  on  the  same  side 
of  the  river;  and  that  should  be  examined,  and,  if  possible,  an  abattis 
should  be  formed  in  it,  to  protect  the  blockade  on  that  side,  which  should 
be  brought  as  close  as  possible. 

4thl7;  The  remainder  might  be  occupied  bj  piquets  at  the  usual 
distance,  communicating  well  with  each  other,  having  support  at  hand, 
in  redoubts  armed  with  artillery.  One  of  these  might  be  where  the  old 
homwork  is. 

Sthly ;  Measures  should  be  taken,  without  loss  of  time,  to  cut  and  carrj 
away,  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  to  bum  the  com  between  our  posts  and 
the  place.  These  measures  must  be  well  considered,  and  must  not  be 
allowed  to  fiiil. 

I  beg  that  all  this  may  be  done  without  loss  of  time ;  and  the  sooner  it 
is  done,  the  sooner  I  shall  be  able  to  relieve  your  troops  entirely  from 
this  blockade,  and  give  it  in  charge  to  the  Spaniards. 

I  don't  think  we  shall  be  able  to  do  much  against  Clausel.  He  has 
passed  Tudela  on  his  march  to  Zaragoza.  I  propose  to  try  him  on  the 
road  to  Jaca. 

To  Earl  Badiunt  Ctwda,  oo  the  riTer  Amgon,  S9lh  June,  1813. 

It  is  desirable  that  any  reinforcements  of  infantry  which  you  may  send 
to  this  army  may  come  to  Santander,  notwithstanding  that  I  am  very 
apprehensive  of  the  consequence  of  marching  our  vagabond  soldiers 
through  the  province  of  Biscay  in  that  state  of  discipline  in  which  they 
and  their  officers  generally  come  out  to  us.  It  may  be  depended  upon, 
that  the  people  of  this  province  will  shoot  them  as  they  would  the  French, 
if  they  should  misbehave. 

We  started  with  the  army  in  the  highest  order,  and  up  to  the  day  of  the 
battle  nothing  could  get  on  better ;  but  that  event  has,  as  usual,  totally 
annihilated  all  order  and  discipline.  The  soldiers  of  the  army  have  got 
among  them  about  a  million  sterling  in  money,  with  the  exception  of 
about  100,000  dollars,  which  were  got  for  the  military  chest.  1  he  night 
of  the  battle,  instead  of  being  passed  in  getting  rest  and  food  to  prepare 
them  for  the  pursuit  of  the  following  day,  was  passed  by  the  soldiers  in 
looking  for  plunder.  The  consequence  was,  that  they  were  incapable  of 
marching  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  were  totally  knocked  up.  The 
rain  came  on  and  increased  their  fatigue,  and  I  am  quite  convinced  that 
we  have  now  out  of  the  ranks  double  the  amount  of  our  loss  in  the 
battle ;  and  that  we  have  lost  more  men  in  the  pursuit  than  the  enemy 
have;  and  have  never  in  any  one  day  made  more  than  an  ordinary 
march. 

This  is  ihe  consequence  of  the  state  of  discipline  of  the  British  army. 
We  may  gain  the  greatest  victories ;  but  we  shall  do  no  good  until  we 
shall  so  far  alter  our  system,  as  to  force  all  ranks  to  perform  their  duty. 
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The  new  Foments  are,  as  usual,  the  worst  of  all.  The are  a  dis- 
grace to  the  name  of  a  soldier,  in  action  as  well  as  elsewhere ;  and  I  pro- 
pose to  drafl  their  horses  from  them,  and  to  send  the  men  to  England,  if 
I  can't  get  the  better  of  them  in  anj  other  manner. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  CMeda,  S9th  June,  1818. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  I  received  some  time  ago  from  a 
very  sensible  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Cortes,  in  answer  to  one  which 
I  had  written  to  him ;  which  conveys,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  accurate  re- 
presentation of  the  state  and  spirit  of  parties  in  the  Cortes  and  at  Cadiz, 
with  the  exception  only  of  that  part  of  the  letter  which  relates  to  the  French 
party  supposed  to  exist  in  the  Cortes.  I  believe  that  that  party  ought 
more  properly  to  be  called  anti- Anglican  than  French.  The  Cortes  are, 
however,  getting  on  at  a  fine  rate.  They  have  now  removed  Gen.  Castanos 
from  his  situation,  and  his  nephew  from  the  command  of  the  Gralician 
army,  for  reasons  they  have  not  disclosed  to  my  brother.  I  have  not  yet 
received  from  themselves  any  intimation  of  these  arrangements,  which  are 
in  direct  breach  of  their  agreements  with  me. 

I  believe  that  they  propose  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  bishops  in 
Galicia ;  and  that  they  have  removed  Gen.  Castanos,  and  appointed  Gen. 
Lacy  to  be  Captain  General  in  that  province,  because  they  think  the  latter 
more  fit  for  their  purpose  than  the  former.  The  consequence  of  this  war 
will  be  that  we  shall  have  a  disturbance  on  our  communications.  We  and 
the  French  shall  change  sides.  They  will  have  the  clergy  and  lower 
orders  in  their  favor  in  future. 

It  is  difficult  to  advise  a  line  of  conduct  under  such  circumstances.  We 
and  the  powers  of  Europe  are  interested  in  the  success  of  the  war  in  the 
Peninsula;  but  the  creatures  who  govern  at  Cadiz  appear  to  feel  no  such 
interest.  All  that  they  care  about  really  is  to  hear  the  praise  of  their 
foolish  Constitution.  There  Ib  not  one  of  them  who  does  not  feel  that  it 
cannot  be  put  in  practice ;  but  their  vanity  is  interested  to  force  it  down 
people's  throats.  Their  feelings  respecting  the  Inquisition  are  of  the  same 
description..  I  apprised  them,  when  at  Cadiz,  of  the  danger  of  hurrying 
on  that  measure ;  and  it  was  repeatedly  represented  to  them  by  others. 
But  they  were  determined  to  persevere,  although  they  knew  that  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Inquisition  was  disagreeable  to  the  clergy,  and  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  Then  their  vanity  is  interested  in  forcing  this  absurd 
measure,  and  the  still  more  absurd,  because  insulting,  mode  of  canying  it 
into  execution,  upon  the  clergy  and  people.  The  bishops  and  clergy  in 
Galicia  have  openly  resisted  this  law,  and  I  understand  that  the  people  in 
that  province  are  by  no  means  favorably  disposed  to  the  Constitution  and 
new  order  of  things.  In  Biscay  the  people  positively  refused  last  year  to 
accept  of  the  Constitution,  as  being  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  their 
province. 

I  mention  this  subject  at  present,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of 
government  towards  it  Hereafter  I  shall  bring  it  under  your  Lordship's 
view  in  a  more  formal  manner;  and  it  will  rest  with  government  to  deter- 
mine what  shall  be  done.  It  appears  to  me  that  as  long  as  Spain  shall  be 
governed  by  the  Cortes  acting  upon  Republican  principles,  we  cannot  hope 
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for  any  permanent  amelioration.  To  threaten  that  you  would  withdraw 
your  assistance,  witliout  withdrawing  if  there  were  no  amelioration,  would 
only  make  matters  worse.  You  must  he  the  hest  judges  whether  you  can 
or  ought  to  withdraw ;  hut  I  acknowledge  that  I  don't  believe  that  Spain 
will  be  an  useful  ally,  or  at  all  in  alliance  with  England,  if  the  Republican 
system  is  not  put  down. 

TheA.G,  to  M<yor  Gen,  C.  Alten^  Light  division,  29th  June,  1813. 

I  am  directed  by  bis  Excellency  to  observe  to  you  that  many  soldiers  of  the 
Light  division  have  been  in  Caseda  tliis  morning  unprovided  with  passes,  and 
unaccompanied  with  officers,  and  that  from  the  general  loose  appearance  of  these 
visitors  much  advantage  could  not  be  expected  from  the  liberty  they  had  probably 
taken  of  leaving  their  camp,  previous  to  putting  every  thing  belonging  to  them  in 
order.  There  is  not  any  indulgence  which  his  Excellency  would  deny  to  the 
soldiers  under  reasonable  restriction,  but  in  the  course  of  the  late  marches  we  have 
had  renewed  proof  that  some  restraint  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  health  of 
British  soldiers.  All  purposes  of  marketing  could  certainly  be  executed  under 
the  charge  of  officers,  and  indulgence  to  any  extent  might  be  allowed  the  good 
soldiers  when  their  equipment  was  in  order,  which  their  personal  appearance  com- 
monly would  enable  their  officers  to  ascertain.  I  must  add  that  the  foragers  of 
the  —  regt.  straggled  this  morning  so  much  from  their  officer,  that  many  were 
for  n  considerable  period  quite  from  under  his  control,  and  were  turned  out  of  town 
by  the  divisional  and  head  quarter  Provosts.  The  foraging,  in  consequence,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  has  been  very  irregular,  many  fields  having  been  trespassed 
on  without  a  possibility  of  paying  the  proprietor.  Should  this  irregularity  have 
produced  more  injury  than  I  am  now  aware  of,  I  shall  make  it  the  subject  of 
further  communication. 

TV  A,Q,  to  Mqjor  Gm.  C.  Alien,  Light  division,  29th  June,  1813. 

I  am  directed  to  request  you  will  be  pleased,  on  receipt  of  this  letter,  to  order 
from  the  Ist  brigade  of  the  Light  division  a  Captain  and  4  subalterns  to  repair  to 
head  quarters  for  the  purpose  of  composing  a  Court  Martial  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  2  soldiers  of  the  —  regt.,  charged  with  having  robbed  and  much 
illtreated  an  inhabitant  of  Caseda.  This  renewed  report  of  the  disorder  committed 
by  soldiers  of  your  division  has  much  dissatisfied  the  Commander  of  the  Forces, 
his  Excellency  being  of  opinion  that  such  continued  irregularity  shows  evident 
relaxation  in  discipline,  both  regimental  and  divisional.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
refer  the  officers  commanding  brigades  and  regiments  to  the  5th  No.  of  the  G.  O., 
9th  Aug.  1809,  and  acquanit  them  of  the  concern  his  Lordship  has  felt  in 
notichig  the  want  of  common  decency  in  the  state  and  appearance  of  the  soldiers 
this  day. 

To  Gapt.  Gen.  Don  F.  X.  Casta£ot.  Monreal,  30th  June,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  in  which 
you  have  enclosed  the  Redactor  General  of  the  17th,  containing  a  report 
from  the  Minister  at  War  to  the  Cortes,  that  you  had  been  called  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  the  Council  of  State,  as  you  were  not  at  the  head  of  the  4th 
army,  the  command  of  which  had  been  confided  to  you. 

I  had  already  received  intimation  of  this  arrangement,  as  I  have  informed 
you,  though  not  from  the  government,  nor  from  the  Minister,  nor  was  the 
cause  made  known  to  me.  I  lament  this  arrangement,  whatever  may  be 
the  cause,  as  it  deprives  me  of  your  valuable  assistance,  and  the  public  of 
your  services  against  the  common  enemy,  at  the  moment  when  they  might 
be  most  important 

1  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  thinking  that  the  mode  in  which  this 
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-arrangement  has  been  made,  and  the  cause  assigned  for  it,  are  not  less  in- 
jurious to  your  Excellency's  reputation  than  the  arrangement  itself  is  to 
the  public  service ;  although  I  am  convinced  that  the  Regency  is  too  just 
intentionally  to  inflict  such  a  disgrace  upon  a  meritorious  public  servant, 
without  at  least  hearing  him  in  his  defence,  and  too  patriotic  to  deprive 
the  public  of  your  services  at  such  a  moment,  if  they  were  aware  of  the 
circumstances. 

I  think  it  but  just,  however,  on  my  part,  to  take  this  opportunity,  and 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  stating  to  your  Excellency,  what  I  shall  state  to  the 
Minister  at  War,  for  the  information  of  the  Regency,  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  4th  army  was  in  the  field  collected  in  one 
body,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  different  divisions  of  which  it 
is  composed  separate,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  some  referring  to  their  local 
situation,  and  others  to  finance,  into  which  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  enter, 
but  which  are  perfectly  well  known  to  the  government;  and  your  Excel- 
lency would  have  been  out  of  your  place  in  the  organisation  of  the  army, 
if  you  had  been  at  the  head,  as  it  is  called,  of  any  one  of  these  bodies  of  the 
4th  army. 

But  it  is  forgotten  that  your  Excellency,  besides  being  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  4th  army,  is  Captain  General  of  the  provmces  of  Estremadura, 
Old  Castille,  and  Galicia.  It  was  your  duty,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  cause,  that  your  Excellency  should  take  measures  to  establish  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  the  different  towns  and  districts  of  which  the  king- 
dom of  Castille  is  composed,  in  proportion  as  by  the  operations  of  the 
armies  they  should  be  successively  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  This  was 
the  plan  for  your  conduct,  settled  with  me  before  we  broke  up  from  the 
Agueda  in  May ;  and  you  have  continued  to  act  on  this  plan  since  we 
separated  at  Salamanca. 

I  am  convinced  that,  considering  the  importance  to  the  government  and 
to  the  army  of  the  services  which  you  have  rendered,  and  adverting  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  army  of  Galicia  has  been  commanded  by  Don  P.  A. 
Giron,  you  could  not  have  been  so  advantageously  employed  elsewhere ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  government  had  adverted  to  the  necessity 
of  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Captain  General  in  settling  the  govern- 
ment in  Castille  during  the  rapid  advance  of  the  army,  they  would  not 
have  allowed  a  stigma  to  be  thrown  upon  your  reputation,  whatever  might 
be  the  cause  for  removing  you  from  your  command,  to  call  you  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  the  Council  of  State. 

Au  Cap.  G^n.  Don  F.  X.  CattafSot.  Monieal,  ce  30  Juio,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  vos  lettres  du  27,  et  vous  aurez  dejk  vu  ce  que  j'ai  senti  sur 
ce  qui  vous  est  arriv^ ;  et  je  vous  envoie  une  lettre  officielle  aujourd'hui 
dont  vous  ferez  Tusage  qui  vous  conviendra.  Pour  moi,  je  crois  qu'on 
pref^re  faire  la  guerre  aux  Evdques  en  Galice  k  la  faire  aux  Frant^is ;  et 
on  vous  6te  parcequ'on  vous  croit  assez  fou  pour  6tre  d'opinion  que  c'est 
essentiel  avant  tout  de  chasser  les  Fran^ais. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  la  fin  de  votre  lettre,  je  peux  faire  ce  que  vous 
dtfsirez  d*une  mani^re  ou  d'une  autre.     Mais  il  est  essentiel  pour  vous  que 
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personne  n'en  sache  rien  except^  vous,  mon  frere,  et  moi.   Nous  caiueron^ 
sur  le  mode  quand  je  vous  verrai.     La  chose  n'est  pas  difficile. 

Je  retourne  vers  Pampelune.  L'alcalde  de  Tudela  a  ruin^  notre  affaire 
contre  Clausel  ;*  et  il  a  pass^  vers  Saragosse ;  ct  comme  il  avait  trop  le 
devant  sur  nous,  je  n'ai  pas  voulu  tftcher  de  le  couper  de  Jaca,  en  quoi  je 
n'aurais  pas  rt^ussi ;  et  je  I'aurais  forctS  de  se  joindre  avec  Suchet. 

T%«A.O.  to  Mqfor  Burifm,  VUoria.  80lh  June,  1813. 

In  the  event  of  your  receiving  an  order  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  for  the  march  of  the 
detachments  imder  your  command,  you  will  he  pleased  to  form  the  men  of  each 
division  into  a  separate  battalion.  Should  it  be  specified  in  your  route  that  2 
divisions  of  convalescents  are  to  move  at  the  same  tune,  I  would  reconunend  yoiur 
forming  a  brigade  of  every  2  divisions  so  ordered. 

To  Lient  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Huarte,  1st  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatches,  Nos.  1, 
2,  and  3,  of  the  19th  and  20th  June ;  the  first  having  a  postscript  dated 
Alicante,  the  23d  June. 

The  enemy's  army,  commanded  by  King  Joseph,  was  totally  defeated 
by  that  of  the  allies  under  my  command,  in  a  general  action  fought  near 
Vitoria  on  the  21  st  June.  The  enemy  lost  151  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their 
ammunition,  baggage,  treasure,  &c.  They  have  since  fled  into  France, 
followed  by  our  troops.  Gen.  Clausel,  with  about  12,000  men  of  the 
army  of  the  North,  was  on  the  Ebro  during  the  action.  He  has  since 
made  various  attempts  to  get  into  France  by  the  passes  northward  of 
Vitoria,  and  by  Pamplona. 

I  marched  against  him  with  a  detachment  on  the  27  th,  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pamplona,  to  endeavor  to  cut  him  off*,  but  he  arrived  at  Tudela 
de  Ebro  before  I  could  reach  him,  and  continued  his  march  upon  Zaragoza ; 
and  I  then  considered  it  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  allies  to  leave  the 
rbad  into  France  open  for  this  corps  by  Jaca,  than,  by  pushing  the  pursuit 
farther,  to  force  Clausel  to  join  himself  with  Suchet  I  have  therefore 
returned,  and  am  now  on  my  way  to  the  frontier,  to  superintend  the  ope- 
rations of  the  troops  there.     Pamplona  is  blockaded. 

From  this  outline  of  the  state  of  affairs  here,  your  Lordship  will  judge 
of  the  consequences  which  may  be  the  result  of  the  unfortunate  com^ 
mencement  of  the  campaign  on  the  east  coast  of  the  Peninsula.  Sir  J. 
Murray,  in  a  letter  of  the  23d,  refers  me  to  one  of  the  14th,  which  has  not 
reached  me ;  and  from  that  of  the  23d,  I  can  form  no  idea  of  the  progress 
of  events,  or  of  the  circumstances  which  compelled  Sir  J.  Murrey  to  raise 
the  siege,  to  leave  his  cannon  and  stores  behind  him,  and  to  embark ;  nor 
am  I  enabled  to  judge,  excepting  from  the  report  of  the  courier,  where 
the  Duque  del  Parque  and  Gen.  Elio  are ;  nor  to  form  the  most  distant 
notion  of  the  force  left  by  Suchet  in  Valencia.  In  his  dispatch  of  the 
23d,  Sir  J.  Murray  talks  of  Suchet's  having  lefl  about  10,000  men  in 
Valencia.  If  that  be  true,  it  appears  by  the  enclosed  return  of  his  force, 
found  amongst  King  Joseph's  papers,  that  he  could  not  have  brought  into 
Catalonia  much  more  than  5000  men.  This,  with  Gen.  Mathieu's  column 
*  This  appears,  by  subsequent  letters,  not  to  hare  been  true. 
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from  Barcelona  of  8000  men,  and  the  troops  which  the  enemy  may  have 
drawn  from  Tortosa,  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  disposable  force  which  it 
appears  occasioned  the  unfortunate  measures  to  which  I  have  above  re- 
ferred. There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  enclosed  return.  Suchet 
has,  besides,  3000  men  in  the  province  of  Aragon  under  Gen.  Paris,  which 
he  cannot  withdraw  without  losing  that  province  entirely. 

In  order  still  furdier  to  make  your  Lordship  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  affidrs  on  the  eastern  coast,  I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  last  letter  which 
King  Joseph  addressed  to  Suchet,*  which  l  have  had  only  since  yesterday. 
From  that  it  appears  that  the  King  has  suggested  to  Suchet  the  expediency 
of  retiring  upon  Zaragoza ;  but  as  it  appears  from  letters  from  Suchet  to 
the  King,  that  he  was  very  desirous,  and  considered  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  Emperor,  that  he  should  keep  Valencia,  it 
is  not  impossible  that  he  may  not  attend  to  the  King's  letter  of  the  16th, 
of  which  the  order  is  not  positive. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  instruct  your  Lordship  as  to  your  future  pro- 
ceedings. I  have  not  by  me  the  state  of  the  heavy  ordnance  and  stores 
which  were  sent  round  to  the  eastern  coast  for  the  proposed  service,  nor 
have  I  an  accurate  notion  of  what  has  been  lost  by  the  raising  the  siege 
of  Tarragona.  From  the  demands  of  Capt.  Williamson,  of  the  artillery, 
I  should  suppose  the  equipment  to  be,  in  its  present  state,  unfit  for  the 
accomplishment  of  any  of  the  objects  in  view  when  it  was  formed.  But 
adverting  to  the  state  of  Suchet's  force,  which  I  enclose,  it  appears  to  me 
that  that  under  the  command  of  your  Lordship  is  fully  equal  to  obtain 
posseflsion  of  the  open  country  of  Valencia,  and  to  prosecute  the  objects 
held  out  in  my  instructions  of  the  14&  April,  so  far  as  to  establish  itself  on 
the  Ebro.  This  operation  would  at  least  have  the  effect  of  diverting 
the  attention  of  Suchet  from  this  army;  and  if  it  should  not  succeed 
in  that  object,  the  allies  would  gain  ground  on  the  eastern  coast,  in 
proportion  as  our  difficulties  would  be  increased  on  this  side  by  the 
increase  of  the  force  opposed  to  us.  I  beg  your  Lordship,  therefore,  to 
proceed  to  carry  into  execution  the  other  objects  in  my  instructions  of  the 
14th  April. 

Adverting  to  the  nature  of  the  force  of  which  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  your  Lordship  is  composed,  to  the  state  of  equipment  of  the  whole, 
and  particularly  of  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  corps,  I  have  always 
been  of  opinion  that  a  maritime  expedition  was  best  suited  to  its  means ; 
and  your  Lordship  will  be  the  best  judge,  when  you  shall  be  in  posses- 
sion of  your  equipment  of  ordnance,  &c.,  whether  it  is  most  expedient  to 
embark  and  again  attack  Tarragona,  or  to  cross  the  Ebro  and  attack 
Tortosa,  or  to  endeavor  to  obtain  possession  of  the  enemy's  fortified  posts 
on  the  coast  of  Valencia.  For  this  last  object,  indeed,  it  is  possible  that 
the  ordnance  equipment  may  be  sufficient  in  its  existing  state.  Wherever 
you  may  determine  to  embark,  I  believe  you  will  be  able  to  accomplish 
your  object  with  equal  facility  as  at  Alicante,  supposing  you  should  de- 
termine to  attack  Tarragona. 

I  recommend  to  you,  in  your  advance  through  Valencia,  to  place  the 
alHed  British  and  Sicilian  corps  on  the  right,  and  to  keep  open  your  com- 
•  See  Appendix,  Vol.  vii.,  No.  III.,  p.  678. 
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munication  constantly  with  the  sea  on  your  flank,  and  to  move  your  fleet 
on  a  line  with  your  army.  These  measures  will  compensate  for  the  want 
of  means  of  transport,  and  you  will  always  be  well  supplied. 

P.S.  I  see  a  large  demand  made  for  spherical  case  shot  by  Capt.  Wil- 
liamson, and  I  beg  to  know  whether  that  article  has  been  left  behind  as 
well  as  every  thing  else. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Spanish  army 
has  received  a  letter  of  the  24th  June  from  the  Duque  del  Parque,  from 
San  Felipe,  from  which  it  appears  that  Suchet  had  arrived  on  the  23d  at 
Valencia,  and  the  Duque  del  Parque  intended  to  retire  from  the  Jucar. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.R  Huarte,  lit  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch.  No.  124,  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Sec  of  State,  enclosing  one  for  your  Lordship,  directing  that  certain 
transports  should  be  sent  to  England. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sec.  of  State  of  the  4th 
June,  by  which  his  Lordship  has  modified  the  orders  which  he  had  con- 
veyed on  the  2d. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Huarte,  lit  July,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  20th,  No.  3,  I  have  to 
observe,  that  I  conceive  that  the  island  of  Sicily  is  at  present  in  no  danger 
whatever. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Huarte^  1ft  July,  1813. 

Since  I  closed  my  dispatches  to  your  Ijordship  of  this  day,  Capt  Car- 
roll of  the  Royal  Navy  has  arrived,  and  has  delivered  to  me  Lieut  Gren.  Sir 
J.  Murray's  letters  of  the  14th  ult. 

I  now  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  perusal  a  private  and  public  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  the  Lieut.  General,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  have 
them  delivered  or  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  it  may  be  possible  after  you  have 
made  yourself  acquainted  with  their  contents. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Huarte,  1st  July,  IS13. 

I  received  yesterday  your  dispatches  and  your  private  letter  of  the  23d. 

Sir  J.  Murray's  misfortune  will  create  a  devil  of  a  breeze ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  information  I  have  at  present,  I  can  form  no  opinion  of  the 
merits  of  the  question,  and  therefore  don't  write  any  to  him.  I  shall 
send  his  letters  home  without  comment  on  my  part,  excepting  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  government  to  my  instructions,  of  which  they  have  a 
copy. 

I  don't  consider  Sicily  to  be  in  any  danger  whatever  at  present,  and  I 
believe  that  the  fleet  at  Toulon  is  not  manned,  and  in  some  degree  dis- 
mantled. At  all  events,  a  landing  on  an  island  is  a  ticklish  operation ; 
and  if  the  British  troops  on  the  island  will  do  their  duty,  it  would  probably 
fail.  I  don't  exactly  know  how  many  men  you  have  there  now,  but  I 
suppose  from  10,000  to  15,000. 

In  regard  to  Italy,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  its  preservation  is  more 
important  to  the  power  and  resources  of  Buonaparte  than  Spain ;  but  I 
have  always  doubted  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  affairs  in  Italy,  that 
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the  employment  of  a  British  force  there  would  shake  the  influence  of 
Buonaparte ;  or  that  our  efforts  would  end  in  any  thing  but  disgrace.  It 
is  an  useless  waste  of  your  time  and  mine  to  enter  at  present  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  these  opinions,  as  your  late  discussions  with  Murat's  agents 
have  entirely  altered  the  appearance  of  affairs  in  Italy ;  and  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  the  English  and  Murat,  or  the  English  and  any  other  power 
that  could  put  30,000  or  40,000  men  in  the  field,  would  create  a  revolu- 
tion in  Italy. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  of  Murat's  sincerity ;  but  I  am 
quite  certain  he  will  do  nothing  unless  the  Emperor  of  Austria  should 
take  a  line  with  the  Allies.  In  that  case  he  will  probably  conclude  with 
you.  If  he  should  conclude  with  you,  I  authorise  you  to  embark  from 
Spain  all  your  Anglo-Sicilian  corps,  and  to  take  them  where  you  please, 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  your  treaty  with  Murat. 

You  will  in  that  case  throw  the  Spaniards  on  the  defensive,  unless  you 
should  think  them  strong  enough  to  pursue  the  objects  of  their  instruc- 
tions alone. 

To  Lieut  Qm,  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart  Huarte,  Itt  July,  1813. 

I  had  last  night  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  23d  June,  by 
a  courier  from  Alicante,  and  this  afternoon  that  of  the  14th,*  by  Capt. 
Carroll,  of  the  Navy.  In  the  hurry  in  which  you  state  you  wrote  your 
dispatch  of  the  14th  June,  you  have  omitted  to  give  me  a  narrative  of 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Maiquie  of  Wellington,  K.6. 

Camp  before  Tarragona,  9th  June,  1813. 

In  my  letter  of  the  28th  May,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  Lordship*t  instructions,  the  British  army  was  then  embarking.  On  the  Slst 
we  sailed,  and  anchoriKl  to  the  eastward  of  Salon  Point  on  the  erening  of  the  3d  inst ; 
on  the  dd  the  army  disembarked,  and  I  invested  Tarragona. 

Previous  to  coming  to  an  anchor,  I  detached  Lieut  Col.  Prerost^s  brigade^  under 
convoy  of  the  Bnme,  to  attack  the  fort  of  San  Felipe ;  and,  in  the  night,  Gen.  G>pons,  at 
my  request,  detached  a  brigade  of  infimtry  to  co-operate.  The  brigade  of  Col.  Prevost 
consists  of  ^e  2d  batt.  67th,  and  the  battalion  of  Roll  Dillon,  and  to  these  was  subsequently 
joined  the  brigade  of  Spanish  troops  commanded  by  CoL  Llauder.  The  fort  has  been 
taken,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Col.  Prevosf  s  report  to  me,  with  the  returns  which 
he  has  sent. 

This  capture,  in  the  present  situatbn  of  our  affiiiis,  is  of  great  importance,  as  it  blocks  up 
the  nearest  and  most  accessible  road  fVom  Tortosa  to  Tarragona. 

Adm.  Hallowell,  with  the  alacrity  and  seal  for  which  he  is  so  much  distinguished,  sent 
Capt  Adam,  in  the  InvincMt,  to  conduct  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition,  and  add«l  the 
7%amet.  Capt.  Peyton;  Folcano,  Cant.  Carroll;  Stromboti,  Capt  Stoddart;  Bntm^  Capt 
Badcock.  Lieut.  Col.  Prevost  spesKs  highly  of  the  exertions  of  these  officers  and  their 
men,  and  I  know  how  valuable  and  important  their  services  were  found  to  be.  The  troops 
of  both  nations  bore  their  fatigue  and  performed  their  duty  with  the  greatest  alacrity  of 
spirit,  and  deserve  every  commendation.  The  Lieut  Col.  has,  in  a  former  dispatch,  par^ 
ticularly  noticed  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Ensign  Nelson,  of  the  67th,  and 
Eiisign  J.  Dermot  of  Roll  Dillon*s  billion. 

PJS.  I  have  omitted  to  say,  that  Capt  Carroll's  services  were  particularly  meritorious ; 
and  Lieut.  Corbyn,  of  the  InvincibUy  who  commanded  a  battery  manned  by  seamen,  kept 
op  a  well  directed  and  heavy  fire.  The  importance  of  this  acquisition,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  fort  has  been  taken,  make  it  quite  unnecessary  ror  me  to  say  bow  much  i 
approve  the  conduct  of  Lieut  Col.  Prevost  and  of  Capt  Adam. 

Lieut  Col.  Prevost  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart 

Fort  San  Felipe,  Coll  de  Balagner,  7th  June,  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  on  the 
2d  ujst  with  the  brigade  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  2d  batt.  67th  regt,  and  Roll 
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your  proceedings  from  the  time  of  your  making  the  coast  of  Cataloma  tor 
the  time  of  your  quitting  it,  and  you  have  not  adverted  to  this  omission 
in  your  dispatch  of  the  23d* 

Dillou  8  regt^  to  which  was  added  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  artillery,  with  two  field 
pieces,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Arabin,  and  Roll's  rifle  company,  to  attack  the 
castle  of  San  Felipe,  in  the  Ck>ll  de  Balaguer. 

Capt  Adam,  of  H.  M.  S.  Invindbk,  join^  off  Saloo,  for  the  poipoae  of  oo-opeiatiog 
with  the  troops  under  my  command. 

We  landed  on  the  3d  inst.,  at  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  about  one  mile  to  the  eastward 
of  the  entrance  to  the  Pass  from  Tarragona.  I  was  then  joined  by  the  Spanish  regiments 
of  Barcelona  and  Palma,  under  the  command  of  Don  J.  Carles.  I  immediately  directed 
RolKs  rifles,  the  light  company  of  the  67th,  and  Roll's  light  company,  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Mailer  of  Roll's,  to  invest  the  fort  as  closely  as  possible,  which  he  did  so  com- 
pletely by  2  o*clock,  that  the  enemy  could  not  show  himself  before  his  parapet 

One  6  pounder  was  brought  up  the  Sierra  del  Tasal,  a  Tery  steep  mountain,  within  700 
yards  of  the  fort,  to  annoy  the  enemy  with  Shrapnel  shelb.  The  Engineer  officers  not 
having  arrived  with  the  intrenching  tools  till  very  latei,  nothing  foitber  could  be  undertaken 
that  evening. 

The  Fort  of  San  Felipe  is  situated  upon  the  eastern  extremity  of  an  insulated  village,  in 
the  centre  of  the  Cull  de  Balaguer,  commanding  completely  the  great  road  throu^  the 
pass.  It  is  a  square  fort,  with  some  bastions,  but  commanded  on  two  sides  by  almost  in* 
accessible  mountains. 

On  the  4th,  two  13  pounders  and  1  howitier,  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Cotbyn,  of 
H.  M.  S.  fnviitcible,  and  manned  by  the  crew  of  that  ship^  were  likewise  brought  up  to  the 
Tasal.  This  battery  continued  to  play  upon  the  fort  the  whole  day,  in  order  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  whilst  Capt  Chyne,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  was  tracing  out  the 
ground  for  the  breaching  batteries,  within  300  yards  €f  the  place,  and  the  troops  busied  in 
filling  tlie  sand  bags.  At  night,  the  whole  of  the  seamen  and  troops  were  employed,  the 
former  in  bringing  up  five  24  pounden^  shot,  powder,  &c.,  for  the  battery,  whilst  the  troops 
constructed  the  work.  The  groimd  being  very  unfavorable,  the  whole  could  not  be  com- 
pleted before  break  of  day.  The  embrasures  were  therefore  filled  up^  and  the  work  deferred 
till  the  following  evening,  when  Capt  Adam  and  myself  sent  a  sommoos  to  the  Com- 
manding officer,  offering  the  most  favorable  terms ;  but  they  were  rejected.  On  the  6th 
the  batteries  continued  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  fort  In  the  evening  the  working  parties  and 
seamen  went  down  early  to  the  battenr. 

The  enemy  having  perceived  the  filing  down,  kept  up  a  heavy  and  galling  fire  of  sbdis, 
round  and  grape  shut,  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  which  occasioned  some  loss. 

Unfortunately  about  10  o'clock  a  most  violent  storm  of  tiiunder  and  lightning  com- 
menced, which  impede  the  works  greatly ;  and  as  the  seamen  and  troops  were  quite  ex- 
hausted, we  found  it  expedient  again  to  delay  bringing  the  guns  upon  ttie  platforms,  and 
to  keep  the  embrasures  masked.  In  the  evening  a  battery  of  two  8  inch  mortars  Tcom- 
roanded  by  an  officer  of  the  Marine  artillery,  belonging  to  the  Stromboli  bomb)  was  ptaced 
upon  the  road,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  castle,  under  the  breaching  battery,  as 
was  likewise  one  of  two  4  pounders  upon  the  heights  to  the  right,  where  the  riflemen  wers 
stationed.  At  daybreak  these  three  batteries  opened  to  protect  the  working  partv  at  the 
breaching  battery,  and  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire  until  6  o'clock,  when  that  of  the  castle 
having  completely  ceased,  their  expense  magazines  upon  the  batteries  being  blown  up  by 
the  shells  from  the  mortars,  the  white  flag  was  hoisted  upon  the  castle :  Capt  Zehnfenning, 
and  Capt  Stoddart,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  were  sent  in,  and  returned  in  about  5  minutes, 
with  an  ofl'er  of  stirreuder,  upon  conditions  of  marching  out  and  grounding  their  arms 
npon  the  glacis,  and  of  being  permitted  to  carry  tiieir  peisonal  baggage  with  Uiem. 
^  As  Marshal  Suchet's  approach  was  hourly  expected,  Capt  Adun  and  myself  judged  it 
right  to  grant  them  the  terms  required,  as  we  should  by  that  means  get  the  fort  in  a  good 
state  of  defence.     The  advance  of  the  division  immediately  took  possession  of  the  castle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  provisions^,  and 
stores,  found  in  the  place,  as  likewise  a  return  of  the  prisoners  taken. 

I  now  come  to  the  pleasing  task  of  calling  youc  notice  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the 
whole  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
command.  Their  labor  and  exertion  have  been  severe,  but  I  should  be  wanting  in  my 
duty  did  I  not  particularise  Capt.  Chyne  and  Lieut  Gipps,  of  ti^e  Royad  engineers,  Capt. 
Arabin,  of  the  Royal  artillery,  and  Capt  Muller,  of  the  aavance. 

The  success  of  this  expedition  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attributed  to  the  lealous  and 
indefatigable  exertions  of  Capt.  Adam,  and  the  officen  and  seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy.  1 
beg  likewise  to  particularise  Capt.  Carroll,  of  H.  M.  S.  Volcano,  and  Lieut.  Corbyn,  of  the 
iimmeibU. 

I  impute  our  loss  being  so  trifling  to  the  tremendous  and  well  directed  fire  kept  up  by 
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I  am  therefore  entirely  ignorant  of  all  the  circumstances  which  occurred, 
which  led  to  the  result  which  you  have  reported,  and  it  is  impossihle  for 
rae  to  form  the  judgment,  which  in  your  puhlic  and  private  letters  ycu 

the  latter  from  his  battery.     I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  since  our  disembarkation. 

Return  of  the  killad,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  allied  troops  at  the  taking  pf  Fort  San 
Felipe,  from  the  dd  to  the  7th  June,  1813. 


J 

i 

1 

Total  loss  of  ofScers, 
non  -  commissioned 
officers,andR.&F. 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

1 

1 

4 
38 

5 

39 

The  Spanish  lost  included. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart.,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

H.  M.S.  Malia,  14th  June,  1813. 

Adm.  Hallowell  has  just  decided  on  sending  a  ship  to  Alicante,  and  I  ha?e  merely  time 
to  state  to  your  Lordship,  and  I  do  so  with  great  regret,  that  1  have  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  and  embarking  the  arm^  under  my  commuid.  In 
my  private  letter  of  the  7th  iust.,  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship  the  reports  of  the  assem- 
blage of  the  French  forces  at  Barcelona,  and  that  Marshal  Suchet  was  likewise  in  march 
from  Valencia ;  and  stated  it  as  my  own  opinion,  that,  should  these  reports  be  confirmed, 
the  object  your  Lordship  had  in  view  could  not  be  accomplished.  Unfortunately,  these 
rumours  proved  true,  and  reluctantly  I  resolved  on  raisins  the  siege  and  embarking  the 
army,  as  the  only  means  of  avoi<linga  general  action,  which  must  have  been  fought  luider 
every  disadvantage.  1  cannot  at  this  moment  refer  to  dates,  but  it  is  sufficient  for  the 
present  to  state,  that  the  French  force  at  Barcelona  was  never  rated  to  me  at  less  than  8000, 
and  that  previous  to  their  march  it  would  amount  to  10,000,  with  14  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  have,  however,  no  account  that  it  ever  exceeded  8000,  and  that  is  the  number  on  which 
my  calculation  was  formed.  This  force  upon  the  evening  of  the  9th, or  morning  of  the  10th, 
marched  out  from  Barcelona,  and  entered  Villa  Franca  at  4  o*clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
11th,  from  wlience  it  was  reported  to  me  to  march  at  13  o'clock  at  night  for  Veiidrell, 
distant  only  18  or  20  miles  irom  Tarragona,  by  the  great  road,  and  a  few  miles  farther  by 
another  ruad,  by  which  cannon  can  easily  pass.  On  the  9th  or  lOih  the  arrival  of  Marsluu 
Suchet  at  Valencia  was  made  known  to  me ;  his  exact  force  was  never  perfectly  ascertained  \ 
but,  from  the  intelligence  received  from  Valencia,  he  marched  from  thence  with  9000  men, 
and  certainly  in  the  rear  of  that  place  had  the  power  of  drawing  great  reinforcements  to  his 
army. 

To  these  corps  must  be  added,  a  body  of  1000  men,  which  had  previously  arrived  at 
Tortosa,  and  another  corps,  independent  of  the  garrison  of  2500  men,  who  had  arrived  at 
Lerida.  These  corps,  which  1  am  sure  I  do  iK>t  exaggerate,  amount  to  20,500  men,  with 
which,  in  4  or  5  days,  Marshal  Suchet  could  attack  the  allied  army,  if  he  thought 
proper,  or  avoid  an  action,  if  he  wished  still  more  to  remforce  his  army.  Your  Lordship, 
on  the  other  hand,  will  observe  that  I  could  scarcely  bring  into  the  field  12,000  men,  and 
that  the  army  of  Catalonia  was  stated  to  me  at  8500,  making  20,500,  of  which  2  British 
and  2  Spanish  divisions  were  at  the  Coll  de  Balaguer,  and  could  not  be  witiidrawn,  and  I 
could  not  leave  less  than  2500  to  cover  the  artillery  and  stores,  and  to  observe  the  garrison 
of  Tnrragona.  The  2  corps,  at  the  least,  would  anwunt  to  upwards  of  4500  men,  leaving 
me  16,000  men  to  meet  the  best  French  troops  in  Spun,  amounting  to  upwards  of  20,000. 

I  am  sure  there  is  nobody  more  willing  to  give  full  credit  to  the  gallantry  of  the 
Spanish  troops  than  I  am,  but  your  Lordship  well  knows  that  they  are  unable  to  move,  and 
I  could  not  therefore  depend  upon  the  execution  of  any  order  which  necessarily  obliged 
them  to  ntake  a  movement ;  and  of  troops  of  this  description  I  had  about  13,t00  men : 
unless,  therefore,  I  could  place  them  in  jHwition  (and  the  French  had  always  the  option  of 
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desire  I  should  form  on  your  proceedings.  You  have  likewise,  in  joxtr 
dispatch  of  the  23d,  expressed  a  wish  that  His  Majesty's  goremment 
should  decide  on  the  suhject ;  and  as  you  acted  under  instructions  from 
me,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  have  occurred  are  of  a  nature  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  public,  it  is  best  that  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  not  I,  should  form  a  judgment  of  them. 

In  order,  however,  that  a  judgment  may  be  formed  by  any  body,  it 
is  necessary  that  you  should  furnish  information  on  the  following 
points: 

1st ;  It  appears  by  your  dispatch  of  the  23d,  that  you  disembarked  on 
the  3d  June;  what  were  your  first  operations?  when  did  you  break 
ground  before  the  place  ?  at  what  distance  ?  and  what  was  the  progress  of 
the  siege  from  your  investing  the  place  to  your  raising  the  siege  ? 

2d ;  It  appears  that  you  had  possession  of  the  Coll  de  Balaguer ;  at 
what  time,  and  by  what  troops,  and  in  what  manner,  was  that  post  taken 
possession  of?  where  did  these  troops  land  ? 

3d ;  On  what  days  did  you  disembark  the  artillery, ,  ammunition,  and 
stores  ? 

4th ;  On  what  days  did  you  put  them  in  battery  ? 

5th ;  Did  you  ever  open  your  fire  against  Tarragona? 

6th ;  On  what  day  did  you  raise  the  siege  and  embark  your  troops  ? 

Ith ;  What  reinforcements,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  14th,  did 
you  expect,  which  induced  you  to  continue  the  siege  so  long  ? 

8th ;  Where  was  the  corps  of  Spanish  troops  under  Gen.  Copons  be^ 

BghtiDg  when  and  where  they  pleajed),  it  wat  impoasihle  I  could  ^ace  any  reliance  upoD 
them.  My  Britiah  and  German  tioop  amount  only  to  4500.  Perhaps  your  Lordanip 
may  be  of  opinion,  that,  under  these  cuisumstanoei*  1  ought  to  hare  risked  an  action,  had 
no  other  unfavorable  objections  existed  ;  but  when  your  Lordship  is  informed  that  1  had 
no  possibility  of  retreat  lif  unsuccessful,  that  there  woidd  have  been  no  hopes  of  embarlcation 
if  followed,  and  that  the  army  must  have  been  unavoidably  lost  if  beaten,  I  venture  to 
hope  that  your  Lordship  will  think,  however  much  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  I  have  adopted 
the  only  means  of  maintaining  entire,  or  indeed  of  saving,  an  army  on  which  so  much 
depends.  I  feel  the  greater  confidence  in  tiib  hope,  on  reverting  to  the  13th  paragraph  of 
your  Lordship*s  general  instructions  for  the  conduct  of  the  campaign. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  there  are  many  circumstances  which  may  require  further  infor- 
mation, and  upon  all  parts  1  shall  be  happy  to  give  every  explanation  in  my  power.  Your 
Lordship  perhaps  may  be  of  opinion,  that  the  place  should  have  been  taken ;  but  as  it  was 
far  too  strong  to  storm,  I  believe  it  not  only  to  have  been  impossible,  but  that  we  should 
not  have  taken  it  in  8  or  10  days :  my  only  regret  is,  that  I  continued  the  siege  so  long, 
induced  by  the  hopes  of  the  reinforcements  I  expected.  I  continued  it  to  the  last  moment, 
and  forttmatcly,  the  weather  proving  favorable,  the  troops  were  embarked  without  molesta- 
tion. On  ihia  favorable  circumstance  I  could  not  depend  for  another  day,  and  therefore, 
having  taken  my  plan,  I  immediately  put  it  in  execution,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  1  was, 
in  consequence,  obliged  to  leave  the  guns  in  the  most  advanced  batteries.  Had  I  remained 
another  day,  they  might  have  been  brought  off;  but  this  risk  I  would  not  run,  when  the 
existence  of  the  army  was  at  stake,  not  only  from  unfavorable  weather,  but  from  the  at>> 
pearance  of  an  enemy,  in  whose  presence  1  could  not  have  embarked  perhaps  at  all, 
certainly  not  without  suffering  a  great  loss,  and  without  the  possibility  oi  deriving  any 
advantage. 

I  have  only  further  at  this  time  to  add,  should  blame  be  attached  to  the  failure  of  the 
expedition,  no  share  of  it  can  fall  on  Adm.  Hallowell,  who  conducted  the  naval  branch  of 
it.  From  that  distinguished  officer  1  have  met  with  every  assistance  and  co-operation  in 
his  power ;  and  I  think  it  only  justice  to  him  to  state,  that  it  was  his  opimoa  tfiat  the 
cannon  in  the  batteries  might  have  been  saved  by  remaining  till  night,  and  that  they  then 
could  have  been  brought  off.  This,  however,  was  a  risk  I  did  not  wish  to  run  lor  so  teifling 
an  object,  and  preferred  losing  them  to  the  chance  of  the  embarkation  being  oppoiad,  and 
of  an  eventual  much  more  serious  loM. 
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iween  the  3d  and  13t^  June,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  the  communi- 
cation you  had  with  them  ? 

9th;  Where  were  the  enemy's  separate  corps  on  their  march  from 
Barcelona  and  Tortosa  when  you  determined  to  raise  the  siege  ? 

10th;  It  appears  hy  the  dispatch  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck 
of  the  19th  ult,  that  he  joined  the  army  at  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  on  the 
morning  of  the  llth,  and  then  decided  upon  the  embarkation  of  the  army. 
What  were  the  operations  of  the  army  between  the  period  of  the  raising 
of  the  siege  and  the  jimction  of  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  which  brought  them 
to  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  ?  and  where  was  the  Spanish  corps  under  Gen. 
Copons  during  that  time  ? 

1 1th ;  Where  were  the  enemy's  corps  during  that  time  ? 

I  think  it  proper,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  enclosing  you  a  return 
of  Suchet's  army,  which  I  have  found  among  King  Joseph's  papers. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart.  Huarte,  Ut  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  23d  June,  and  I  am  much 
concerned  that  your  matters  have  turned  out  so  unfortunately.  In  my 
official  letter  I  have  stated  the  points  on  which  we  want  information,  and 
I  recommend  to  you  to  write  a  detailed  narrative  of  all  your  proceedings. 

I  confess  that  that  which  weighs  most  upon  my  mind  in  all  this  is  t]ie 
loss  of  your  artillery  and  stores,  of  which  you  think  the  least  1st ;  They 
are  very  important  trophies  to  the  enemy,  of  which  he  will  make  good 
use,  under  existing  circumstances,  and  entirely  alter  the  nature  of  the 
operation  of  raising  the  siege. 

2dly ;  The  loss  of  them  entirely  cripples  our  operations  on  the  Eastern 
coast  during  the  campaign,  and  prevents  the  army  of  the  Eastern  coast 
from  taking  all  the  advantage  which  they  may  take  of  our  success  in  this 
quarter,  which  it  is  probable  will  be  followed  by  Suchet's  throwing  his 
army  on  our  right  flank.  However,  the  consequences  are  not  so  impor- 
tant to  you  as  the  facts  themselves ;  and  I  am  anxious  that  you  should 
place  these  in  a  light  to  justify  you  in  the  eyes  of  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

Thf  A,G.  to  General  Officers  oommanding  divieiom.  lit  July,  1813. 

I  am  directed  by  my  Lord  Wellington  to  call  to  your  recollection  the  numerous 
G.  p.  that  have  been  issued  for  the  marching  of  the  army,  which  are  equally  cal- 
culated for  the  movement  of  a  division  or  detachment,  and  which  were  formed  to 
meet  the  difficulties  to  be  expected  in  campaign. 

Had  these  orders  been  complied  with  by  the  several  ranks  to  which  they  refer, 
the  disgraceful  number  of  stragglers,  now  absent  from  the  several  divisions,  could 
not  have  fallen  from  their  ranks.  Of  the  list  of  absentees  few  have  been  foimd 
so  ill  as  to  require  medical  aid,  whilst  every  species  of  disorder  has  been  com- 
mitted on  the  line  of  march  by  wretches  who  had  not  the  spirit  to  undergo  pet- 
haps  less  fatigue  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

The  serious  consequences  tliat  would  attend  a  repetition  of  such  breach  of  dis- 
cipline have  induced  his  Excellency  to  call  for  an  explanation  of  the  chief  causes 
of  the  irregularities  complained  of,  which  no  circumstances  of  deprivation  or 
fatigue  can  justify,  although  his  Excellency  feels  disposed  to  make  every  reason- 
able allowance  for  casualties  arising  from  hardships. 

Tou  are  requested  to  impress  on  the  General  officers  and  officers  commanding 
regiments  that  tlieir  presence  is  very  immaterial  with  their  respective  command^ 
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if  they  only  lead,  careless  of  all  tkat  passes  in  the  interior,  or  towards  the  rtar  of 
the  column. 

Generals  of  hri^ades  are  particularly  hound  constantly  to  Tisit  all  parts  of  their 
line  of  march,  and  notice  at  the  moment  any  dcTiation  from  orders. 

Commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  companies,  when  mounted  on  the  lin« 
of  inarch,  are  better  placed  in  the  rear  than  front  of  their  commands.  Obedience 
to  tlie  orders  issued  would  quite  preserve  the  degree  of  discipline  established  in 
the  service,  and  for  which  tlie  Commander  of  the  Forces  will  not  admit  any  re- 
laxation, 

I  have,  therefore,  distinctly  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  every  future  instance  of 
neglect,  you  are  expected  to  report  the  officer  guilty  of  omission,  or  any  regi- 
ment showing  general  inattention  to  orders,  when  his  Excellency  will  take  steps 
to  stop  the  promotion  of  the  individuals  or  corps  that  shall  have  proved  themselyes 
im worthy  of  the  service  to  which  they  belong. 

The  A,G.  to  MtQor  Bwrton,  Viioria.  1st  July,  1813. 

I  regret  having  to  communicate  to  you  the  extreme  displeasure  of  tlie  Commander 
of  the  Forces  at  the  receipt  of  a  representation  of  the  outrages  that  have  been 
committed  at  and  near  Vitoria  by  the  soldiery  under  your  command,  as  well  as  by 
the  stragglers  that  have  fallen  in  rear  of  the  army. 

You  will  cause  the  whole  of  the  detachments  not  on  duty  to  be  put  under  arms 
fur  8  hours  each  dav  whilst  they  remain  at  Vitoria ;  you  will  let  the  soldiery  under- 
stand this  severity  is  intended  as  a  punishjnent  for  their  general  ill  conduct :  and 
you  will  further  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  names  of  the  officers  in  command  of 
detachments,  whose  promotion  his  Excellency  proposes  to  have  stopped ;  at  all 
events  till  they  shall  requite  the  service  for  the  ii^ury  their  neglect  or  want  of 
energy  has  in  this  instance  occasioned. 

I  send  a  Provost  Marshal  with  f\ill  authority  to  execute  any  soldier  found  plun- 
dering, or  committing  any  act  of  disobedience  amounting  to  mutiny.  The  tenor 
of  this  letter  will  sufficiently  explain  to  you  the  advantoge  that  possibly  might 
result  from  your  pointing  out  a  proper  subject  to  bring  to  trial,  on  charges  to  be 
deduced  from  any  of  these  disorders. 

Th$  A,G,  to  Lieut,  CoL  FVaten,  A,A,0,  lot  July,  1813. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  directs  you  to  proceed  to  Vitoria, 
fur  the  purpose  of  inouiring  into  complaints  made  from  that  quarter,  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  troops  leu  there  on  detachment  under  the  orders  of  Major  Burton, 
7  th  Royal  fusiliers. 

Yuu  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  in  what  these  disorders  have  originated,  and  should 
the  complaints  (a  copy  of  which  is  annexed)  prove  well  founded,  take  every  means 
to  learn  whether  the  officers  of  the  detachments  generally  have  exerted  themselves 
or  neglected  tlieir  duty,  and  most  particularly  whether  Maior  Burton,  the  Com- 
mandant, has  taken  every  means  to  support  good  order  and  discipline  within  his 
command,  or  omitted  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  regularity,  in  which 
consisted  his  principal  responsibility. 

A  Provost  Marshal  and  a  detachment  of  the  Staff  corps  of  cavalry  are  attached 
to  you ;  and  you  will  cause  all  stragglers  to  be  arrested  and  sent  as  prisoners  to 
the  nearest  station.  The  Provost  is  vested  with  special  authority  to  execute  on 
the  spot  any  soldier  committing  any  act  of  plunder  or  flagrant  outrage  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  or  their  property. 

In  the  event  of  your  miding  it  advantageous  to  remain  in  the  rear  for  a  few 
days,  you  will  report  the  result  of  your  proceedings  so  soon  as  convenient,  as  also 
the  state  as  well  as  the  regularity  of  the  supplies  of  the  station. 

The  A.  G,  to  AtsUt.  Provost  Marthal  M*Kay,  lit  July,  1813. 

You  will  proceed  from  hence  to  Vitoria  by  Echarri- Aranaz ;  vou  will  take  into 
custody  every  straggler  you  meet ;  and  should  you  detect  any  soldier  in  the  act  of 
plundering  or  destroying  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  or  committing  any  flagrant 
act  of  outrage,  you  are  hereby  invested  vrith  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  Forces  to  cause  such  offender  to  be  executed  on  the  spot,  by  hanging 
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the  offender  by  the  neck  till  dead.  Should  any  stregglen  Tetist  your  authority  in 
the  execution  of  your  duty,  ^ou  are  empowered  to  eause  them  to  be  shot.  You 
will  report  your  arriTal  at  V itoria,  and  mstructions,  to  Major  Burton,  commanding 
there. 

To  Major  Gen.  G.  Anson.  Hoarte,  2d  July,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of  the  wish  ex- 
pressed by  you  in  the  month  of  February  last,  to  be  removed  to  the  Home 
Staff,  I  have  been  authorised  to  state  that  you  will  be  appointed  to  the 
Home  Staff  on  your  return  to  Great  Britain. 

I  have  directed  Major  Gen.  Vandeleur  to  proceed  to  take  the  command 
of  your  brigade,  of  which  you  will  deliver  to  him  the  command  when  he 
shdl  join  it. 

To  Major  Gen.  Tandelenr.  Haarte,  3d  July,  1813. 

Sir  S.  Cotton  arrived  this  morning,  and  I  have  settled  with  him  that 
you  shall  be  appointed  to  command  the  brigade  of  light  dragoons,  hitherto 
commanded  by  Major  Gen.  G.  Anson. 

To  Col.  Grant,  15th  hnssart.  Haarte,  Sd  July,  1813. 

Sir  S.  Cotton  is  arrived,  and  a  new  division  of  cavalry  into  brigades  has 
been  made ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  at  pre«- 
sent  to  give  you  the  command  of  a  brigade.  I  assure  you,  however,  that 
I  regret  these  circumstances  very  particularly,  and  I  hope  I  shall  soon  be 
able  to  make  an  arrangement  which  will  place  you  permanently  in  a 
situation  which  you  have  already  filled  with  advantage  to  the  public  and 
credit  to  yourself. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  tlie  Earl  of  Dalhootie.  Huarte,  2d  July,  1813. 

I  am  anxious  to  establish  a  strict  and  close  blockade  of  Pamplona,  pre- 
paratory to  any  other  measures  for  the  capture  of  the  place  which  it  may 
be  expedient  to  adopt,  of  which  I  request  your  Lordship  to  take  charge, 
and  to  arrange  the  details  with  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  who  has  received  my 
directions  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  principle  on  which  the  blockade  ought  to  be 
established  is,  that  redoubts  should  be  constructed  on  certain  favorable 
spots  which  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher  will  point  out,  at  the  distance  of  1000 
and  1200  yards  from  the  place,  to  serve  as  points  of  support  to  the  piquets 
by  which  the  blockade  should  be  maintained  by  day  and  night  These 
should  be  posted  by  day,  in  posts  to  be  fixed  for  them  and  numbered. 
At  night  they  should  be  closed  to  within  600  yards  of  the  place,  and 
ought  to  communicate.  Measures  should  be  taken  to  strengthen  the  vil- 
lage on  the  north  side  of  the  fort,  so  as  to  render  it  a  secure  post 

It  is  my  wish  to  render  the  duty  of  the  blockade  as  light  as  possible  to 
the  several  divisions  which  shall  come  up ;  and  I  request  your  Lordship 
to  order  them  to  occupy  such  positions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
as  may  best  enable  them  to  form  the  blockade,  and  to  execute  the  works 
which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make.  Hereafter  I  propose  that  the  block- 
ade should  be  held  by  the  Spanish  troope,  when  I  shall  relie>e  your  Lord' 
ship  from  the  trouble  with  which  I  am  now  charging  you. 
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It  is  desirable  to  cut  the  corn  as  close  to  the  fort  as  possible,  and  at  aU 
events  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  it  It  might  be  possible,  per* 
haps,  after  a  few  dry  days,  to  bum  that  close  to  the  fort,  which  will  not 
be  under  the  fire  of  our  day  piquets,  or  of  the  guns  in  the  situations  of 
our  redoubts.  The  guns  attached  to  the  divisions  might  be  in  these  sitor 
ations  till  those  intended  for  them  shall  arrive  from  Vitoria. 

To  the  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Huarte,  Sd  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  letters  which  I  have  received  from  the  Minister 
at  War  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  Gen.  Castanos,  and  the  consequent 
arrangements,  and  the  copy  of  the  draft  of  my  answer  of  this  day.  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  call  together  ArgClelles,  Ciscar, 
La  Vega,  Toreno,  and  any  other  persons  who  may  have  been  concerned 
in  nominating  me  to  the  command  of  the  Spanish  army,  and  ^ow  them 
these  letters,  and  tell  them  that,  if  I  have  not  some  satisfaction  for  the 
insult  offered  to  me  by  these  arrangements,  in  breach  of  all  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  with  me,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  to 
hold  the  command.  I  beg  you  will  tell  these  gentlemen,  at  the  same 
time,  that  I  am  sincerely  desirous  of  continuing  to  hold  the  command, 
from  knowing  the  importance  attached  to  my  continuance,  in  Spain,  as 
well  as  in  the  rest  of  Europe ;  but  I  cannot  do  it  under  existing  circum- 
•  stances.  I  consider  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned  to  have  been  princi- 
pally concerned  in  nominating  me  to  the  command  of  the  army,  and  that 
they  are  likewise  the  principal  supporters  of  the  existing  government; 
and  I  wish  that  they  should  oe  aware  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  should 
have  it  in  their  power  to  interfere,  if  they  still  wish  that  I  should  retain 
the  command.  If  they  don't  wish  it,  and  will  not  interfere,  it  is  better 
that  I  should  resign ;  to  which  measure,  if  I  am  compelled,  I  will  adopt 
it  in  a  manner  to  do  as  little  injury  to  the  government  as  may  be  in  my 
power. 

I  judge,  from  the  measures  adopted,  that  it  is  intended  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  the  Bishops  in  Galicia,  for  which  I  conclude  that  Castanos 
and  Giron  are  not  considered  fit  instruments.  I  wish  that  you  would  take 
the  same  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  these  gentlemen  Uie  danger  and 
imprudence  of  such  measures.  It  will  now  rest  with  the  Archbishop  of 
Santiago  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  a  civil  war  in  our  rear.  If  we 
have,  we  must  take  leave  of  all  our  communications  and  our  supplies  of 
all  descriptions,  and  we  shall  soon  feel  the  consequences.  To  be  sure,  it 
will  be  droll  enough  if,  having  commenced  the  war  in  Spain,  and  con- 
tinued it  to  this  moment,  with  the  clergy  and  people  in  our  favor  and 
against  the  French,  they  and  we  were  to  change  sides,  and  after  our  vic- 
tories we  should  be  compelled  to  withdraw  by  having  the  clergy  and 
people  against  us. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Gadii.  Huvte,  Sd  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letters  of  die 
15th  June,  conveying  to  me  the  pleasure  of  the  Regency  that  the 
Captain  General  Castanos  should  be  recalled  from  the  command  of  the 
4th  army,  in  order  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Council  of  State,  as  ho 
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r  not  at  the  head  of  that  army  of  which  the  command  had  heen  confided 
to  him  hy  the  Regency ;  and  that  Gen.  Freyre  should  he  Captain  General 
of  Eetremadura  and  Caatille,  and  should  command  the  4th  army ;  and  that 
Gen.  Lacy  should  he  Captain  General  in  Galicia,  and  should  command 
the  troops  in  that  province  independently  of  the  General  commanding  the 
4th  army;  and  that  Gen.  Don  P.  A.  Giron  should  he  removed  to  the 
Ist  army. 

As  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  has  declared  the  ministers 
responsihle  for  the  acts  of  the  government,  I  may  consider  these  acts  as 
those  of  your  Excellency,  and  I  hope  that  I  may  venture  to  convey  a  few 
ohservations  upon  them,  which  I  beg  may  be  laid  before  the  Regency. 

Justice  towards  the  character  of  Captain  General  Castanos,  an  officer 
who  has  served  his  country  in  close  concert  with  me  for  the  last  3  years, 
and  who  in  the  whole  course  of  that  time  has  never  differed  in  opinion 
from  me  on  any  subject  of  importance,  induces  me  to  remind  your  Ex- 
cellency that  the  local  situation  of  the  4th  army  before  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign  prevented  its  formation  into  a  corps  of  which  the  Captain 
General  could  with  propriety  place  himself  at  the  head;  that,  if  this 
formation  had  been  locally  practicable,  the  deplorable  state  of  the  finances 
applicable  to  the  support  of  the  4th  army  would  have  prevented  its  re* 
maining  united  in  such  a  corps. 

Your  Excellency  must  be  aware  that,  when  there  is  no  money  for  the 
support  of  the  troops,  a  particular  district  of  country  may  not  find  it  im- 
possible to  supply  without  payment  the  food  for  a  smdl  body,  while  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  supply  it  for  a  large  one ;  and  for  this  rea- 
son, and  oUiers  referable  to  the  state  of  discipline  and  the  peculiar  or- 
ganization of  some  of  the  troops,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  that  more  of 
the  troops  of  the  4th  army  should  be  assembled  together  than  the  2  divi- 
sions composing  the  army  from  Galicia  under  ^e  command  of  Don 
P.  A.  Giron. 

It  would  have  been  indecorous  and  improper,  adverting  to  Gen.  Cas- 
tanos'  rank  and  situation,  besides  being  inconvenient,  if  he  had  joined 
these  divisions,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  4th  army ;  and  he  therefore, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  had  his  head 
quarters  at  or  near  mine  and  the  Portuguese  h^  quarters  by  my 
desire. 

Not  only  your  Excellency  has  not  adverted  to  these  circumstances  in 
the  decision  which  you  have  recommended  to  the  government  regarding 
Gen.  Castanos,  but  you  have  omitted  to  advert  to  others.  Besides  being 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  4th  army.  Gen.  Castanos  was  Captain  General 
of  Estremadura  and  Castille  and  Galicia.  In  that  capacity  he  had  duties 
to  perform  most  important  for  the  political  interests,  and  particularly  for 
the  welfare  of  the  army. 

It  was  his  duty  to  establish  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government  in 
the  different  towns  and  districts,  as  they  should  be  successively  evacuated 
hy  the  enemy ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  operations  of  the  army,  and 
from  the  peculiar  line  of  march  it  followed,  he  could  not  have  performed 
this  duty  if  he  had  been  what  is  called  «it  the  head  of  the  4th  army,  or  at 
mj  head  quarters,  which  have  moved  nearly  eyerj  day  since  the  22d  May, 
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have  never  been  in  any  large  or  capital  town,  exciting  Salamanca,  where 
I  left  Gen.  Castanos,  nor  ever  npon  the  high  road. 

It  was  I,  and  not  Gen.  Castanos,  who  suggested  that  he  should  employ 
himself  in  this  manner ;  wad  I  must  say  that,  considering  the  manner  in 
which  Don  P.  A.  Giron  has  commanded  the  divisions  of  the  army  of  Galicia 
in  the  field,  we  should  have  neglected  our  duty  to  the  State,  if  we  had 
not  chalked  out  for  Gen.  Castanos  the  performance  of  those  duties  for 
which  he  is  now  punished  and  disgraced. 

In  regard  to  the  arrangements  made  by  your  Excellency  for  filling  the 
appointments  held  by  Gen.  Castanos,  and  the  removal  of  Gen.  Don  P.  A. 
Giron,  without  trial  or  even  cause  assigned,  from  a  situation  in  which  he 
had  been  placed  by  Gen.  Castanos  by  my  desire,  and  in  which  he  had 
conducted  himself  entirely  to  my  satbfaction,  as  I  had  already  reported 
to  the  government,  I  believe  that,  in  addition  to  the  inconvenience  and 
injury  to  the  public  of  all  changes  of  this  description  in  the  midst  of  a 
military  operation,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  they  are  directly  in  breach 
of  the  engagements  made  to  me  by  the  late  Regency,  and  confirmed  by 
the  existing  Regency,  which  engagements,  your  Excellency  knows  well, 
alone  induced  me  to  accept  the  command  of  the  Spanish  army. 

Your  Excellency  knows  also  diat  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
engagements  solemnly  entered  into  with  me,  after  full  and  repeated  dis- 
cussions, have  been  broken ;  Mid  nobody  knows  better  than  your  Excel- 
lency the  inconvenience  to  the  service  which  resulted.  You  are  likewise 
aware  of  my  disposition  iuid  desire  still  to  serve  the  Spanish  nation  as  far 
as  is  in  my  power.  There  are  limits,  however,  to  forbearance  and  sub- 
mission to  injury ;  and  I  confess  that  I  feel  that  I  have  been  most  un- 
worthily treated  in  these  transactions  by  the  Spani^  government,  even  as 
a  gentleman. 

It  is  not  my  habit,  nor  do  I  feel  inclined,  to  make  a  parade  of  my 
services  to  the  Spanish  nation ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  abused 
the  powers  with  which  the  government  and  the  Cortes  have  intrusted 
me,  in  any,  the  most  trifling,  instance,  nor  have  ever  used  them  for  any 
purpose  excepting  to  forward  the  public  service.  For  the  truth  of  this 
assertion  I  appeal  likewise  even  to  your  Excellency ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  admitted  that  the  circumstances  which  rendered  necessary  the  forma- 
tion of  tlioee  engagements  render  it  necessary  to  perform  them,  if  it  is 
desired  that  I  shotdd  retain  the  command  of  Uie  army. 

To  CoL  Tomni,  Militery  Secietary.  Haarte,  ad  July,  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  June,  and  I  enclose  copies  of  your 
letters  of  the  same  date,  from  which  you  will  see  how  I  have  filled  up  tiie 
blanks.  Major  Gens.  Spry,  Bradford,  and  Power  will  remain  widi  the 
Portuguese  army. 

I  don't  think  any  of  the  others  in  the  same  list  would  be  of  any  advan- 
tage to  the  Alicante  army. 

I  have  told  Major  Gren.  G.  Anson  that  he  will  be  appointed  to  &e 
Home  Staff  when  he  shall  go  home,  and  I  have  appointed  Major  Gen. 
Vandeleur  to  command  his  brigade,  for  which  he  has  long  been  anxioos. 
It  would  likewise  be  veiy  advi8id>le  to  appoint  Major  Gen.  —  to  the 
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Home  Staff,  as  he  is  not  very  uaefol  here,  and  I  hdiere  would  he  veiry 
much  80  at  home;  and  this  wonld  give  Grant,  of  the  15th,  a  hrigade,  of 
which  he  is  deserving.  But  I  don't  wish  to  remove  — — —  unless  he  can 
be  provided  for  at  home. 

To  Earl  Bathant  Huarte,  2d  July,  1813. 

You  cannot  conceive  the  inconvenience  to  which  we  are  put  for  want 
of  the  sea  communication  with  Lisbon.  The  ships  which  were  ready  in 
the  Tagus  on  the  12th  May  had  not  sailed  on  the  19th  June;  and  our 
magazines  of  provisions  and  military  stores,  which  I  expected  to  find  at 
Santander,  have  not  yet  arrived.  Of  some  kinds  of  ammunition  we  have 
none  left ;  luid  I  have  been  obliged  to  carry  French  ammunition  of  « 
smaller  calibre  than  ours  in  our  reserve.  Surely  the  Britbh  navy  cannot 
be  so  hard  run  as  not  to  be  able  to  keep  up  the  communication  with 
Lisbon  for  this  army !  The  same  want  of  security  on  the  coast  affects  us 
in  other  ways.  Our  money  cannot  arrive  by  land  in  much  less  than 
2  months,  and  we  cannot  get  it  by  sea.  The  captured  ordnance  and 
stores  cannot  be  sent  away ;  and,  if  any  accident  were  to  happen  to  us, 
the  whole  would  be  lost 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Hnarte,  3d  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Vitoria,  which 
shows  how  our  men  are  going  on  in  that  neighbourhood.  These  men  are 
detachments  from  the  different  regiments  of  the  army  who  were  sent  to 
Vitoria  the  day  after  the  battle,  each  under  officers,  in  order  to  collect 
the  wounded  and  their  arms  and  accoutrements.  It  is  quite  impossible 
for  me  or  any  other  man  to  command  a  British  army  under  the  existing 
system.  We  have  in  the  service  the  scum  of  the  earth  as  common 
soldiers ;  and  of  late  years  we  have  been  doing  every  thing  in  our  power, 
both  by  law  luid  by  publications,  to  relax  the  discipline  by  which  alone 
such  men  can  be  kept  in  order.  The  officers  of  the  lower  ranks  will  not 
perform  the  duty  required  from  them  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  their 
soldiers  in  order ;  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  punish  any  officer  for 
neglects  of  this  description.  As  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  stated,  they  are  as  bad  as  the  men,  and  too  near  them,  in 
point  of  pay  and  situation,  by  the  regulations  of  late  years,  for  us  to 
expect  them  to  do  any  thing  to  keep  the  men  in  order.  It  is  really  a  dis- 
grace to  have  any  thing  to  say  to  such  men  as  some  of  our  soldiers  are. 

I  now  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  mode  in  which  these  irregu- 
larities affect  our  numbers.  On  the  llth  June  the  total  British  and  Por- 
tuguese force  was  67,036  R.  and  F. ;  on  the  29th  June  it  is  58,694  R. 
and  F. :  diminution  8342  R.  and  F.  The  British  on  the  llth  June  were 
41,547  R.  and  F. ;  on  the  29th  June  35,650  R.  and  F. :  diminution 
5897.  The  loss  of  British  R.  and  F.  in  the  battle  was  3164,  including 
200  missing;  so  that  the  diminution  from  irregularities,  straggling,  &c^ 
since,  for  plunder,  is  2733.  The  loss  of  Portuguese  R.  luid  F.  in  the 
battle  was  1022,  including  73  missing;  and  their  diminution  from  the 
same  causes  is  1423. 

While  we  were  pursuing  the  enemy  by  the  valley  of  Araquil  towards 
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Pamplona,  finding  so  many  men  straggling  from  their  ranks,  I  ordered 
that  an  hospital  might  be  established  to  receive  them;  and,  although 
there  are  so  many  men  absent  from  their  regiments,  there  are  only  160 
in  that  hospital.  The  others  are  plundering  the  country  in  different 
directions. 

To  Earl  Badiunt  Huarte,  3d  July,  1 813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  and  its  enclosure  which  I  have  received 
from  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  referring  to  a  dispatch  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  of 
which  he  sent  the  duplicate  open  for  my  perusal,  regarding  a  negotiation 
with  King  Murat  I  likewise  enclose  my  answer  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck, 
from  which  you  will  observe  that  I  have  given  my  consent  to  his  taking 
the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps  away  from  Spain  to  be  employed  as  he  pleases, 
in  case  he  should  conclude  a  treaty  with  Murat  My  letter  to  his  Lord- 
ship explains  sufficiently  the  ground  on  which  I  have  given  this  consent. 

7^  A.O.  to  Capt.  Marhy,  Duiui.G.,  Ugkt  dwUion,  2d  Jaly,  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult,  reporting  the  delay  of  arrival  of  tbe 
G.  O.  of  tbe  22d,  and  the  arrangement  for  the  disposal  of  captured  animals 
which  Major  Gen.  Alten  was,  in  consequence,  induced  to  make,  to  diserabarrass  the 
Light  division,  you  wOl  conmianicate  to  the  Major  General,  that  from  tlie  evident 
propriety  of  hu  intention,  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  sanction  the  sale  of 
those  animals ;  but  I  am  commanded  at  the  same  time  to  observe  the  proceeding 
was  altogether  irregular,  as  there  exists  a  regulation  in  this  army*  that  all  capturea 
animals  are  to  be  reported  to  head  quarters  previous  to  disposal.  The  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  animals  in  question  is  to  be  divided  amongst  the  divi- 
sion :  his  Excellency  conceives,  however,  that  the  men  who  have  forsaken  their 
duty  and  their  ranks  for  plunder,  have  forfeited  their  claim  to  this  gratuity.. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Oitiz,  3d  July,  1813.  * 

I  have  received  just  now  your  letter  of  the  2d.  My  notion  that  the 
troops  had  not  behaved  as  you  wished  was  founded  on  your  letter  to  Murray, 
and  I  am  sure  I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  I  was  mistaken. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  your  success.  I  send  orders  for  the  pontoons 
and  18  pounders  to  join  you,  and  wait  for  Major  Smith's  report  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  attack  of  San  Sebastian,  which  appears  to  be  an  operation 
of  a  very  different  description  from  the  attack  of  Pamplona. 

Gen.  O'Donell  has  taken  Pancorbo,  with  650  prisoners,  by  capitulation. 

Matters  are  not  going  on  well  on  the  eastern  coast  Sir  J.  Murray  has 
raised  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  and  has  lost  his  heavy  artillery ;  and  I  am 
afraid  that  tlie  Duque  del  Parque  has  lost  the  ground  which  he  had  gained 
in  Valencia  by  Suchet's  movement  after  Sir  J.  Murray.  Lord  W.  Bentinck 
has  however  joined  the  army,  which  has  returned  to  Alicante ;  and  I  hope 
that  things  will  go  on  better.  I  have  not  a  very  clear  notion  of  what 
occasioned  the  raising  the  siege  and  embarkation  of  the  army,  notwith- 
standing that  I  have  two  dispatches  and  two  private  letters  from  Sir  J. 
Murray,  and  three  dispatches  from  Lord  William.  They  are  too  volu- 
minous to  send  to  you,  and  they  are  copying  to  go  to  England.  But  I  send 
you  the  copy  of  a  short  note  from  the  Admiral,  which  shows  his  opinion 

♦  G.  O.,  Not.  7  and  8,  19th  May,  1809. 
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of  the  matter,  and  states  some  facts  which  show  that  matters  were  not  con- 
ducted in  a  very  decisive  manner. 

The  hest  of  it  is  that  Sir  J.  Murray  does  not  mention  any  thing  of  this 
second  disembarkation ;  and  indeed  his  whole  account  is  so  confused  and 
little  satisfactory,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  put  questions  to  him  in  my 


To  Capt,  Sir  G.  CkiUier,  tt.N.  Ostiz,  3d  July,  1813. 

Major  Gen.  G.  Anson  having  been  removed  from  the  Staff  of  this  army 
to  that  of  Great  Britain,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  provide  him  with 
a  passage  in  the  first  man  of  war  which  may  sail  from  Santander  after  his 
arrival  at  that  place. 

Au  G^.  Conde  de  la  Bicbal.  OsIik,  ce  3  Juillet,  1813,  i  midi. 

Permettez  que  je  vous  remercie,  et  que  je  vous  donne  mes  felicitations 
bien  sinc^res  sur  vos  succes  k  Pancorbo.  Par  hasard  nous  n'avons  pas 
encore  re^u  votre  rt^cit  du  premier  avantage,  mais  nous  avons  celui  du 
n^ultat,  qui  est  parfait;  et  je  vous  en  fais  mon  compliment  Je  vous 
suis  bien  oblig<$  aussi  d'une  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  tksrite  I'autre  jour  sur 
nos  succes  du  21. 

Les  Franfjais  ont  pass^  la  Bidasoa,  et  ont  rompu  le  pont.  Nos  troupes 
•ont  k  Irun  et  k  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  sur  la  droite.  Nous  tenons  Pam- 
pelune  bloqucS  par  les  troupes,  qui  se  reposent  de  leur  marche  apres 
Clausel.  L'ennemi  a  d^truit  Guetaria,  et  Longa  a  pris  leur  gamison  a 
Pasages.  Us  n'ont  plus  de  postes  sur  la  cote  qu'k  San  Sebastien  et  k  San- 
tona.  Les  choses  cependant  ne  vont  pas  si  bien  sur  la  cote  du  Levant 
*  Le  G(^<{ral  Murray  a  lev^  le  siege  de  Tarragone,  et  malheureusement  a 
perdu  son  canon ;  et  je  crains  que  le  Due  del  Parque  n'ait  perdu  le  terrain 
qu'il  avait  gagn<^  par  la  marche  de  Suchet  en  Catalogue,  pour  suivre  les 
mouvemens  de  Murray;  mais  j'esp^re  que  tout  cela  se  reparera. 

To  (be  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  Ostii,  3d  July,  IR13. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  wife  of  Gen. 
O'Farrill  was  left  at  Valladolid  sick  when  King  Joseph  and  his  ministers, 
&c.,  evacuated  that  city  on  the  approach  of  the  army  under  my  command. 
She  has  since  recovered,  and  has  lately  expressed  a  desire  to  go  to  France 
to  join  her  husband ;  and  I  have  requested  that  she  might  be  informed  that 
I  would  lay  this  desire  before  the  government. 

I  beg  to  receive  the  orders  of  their  Highnesses  upon  this  subject. 

To  Vwc.  MelriUe,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Ostis,  3d  July,  1813. 

I  have  already  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  Lordship's 
patronage  Capt  Carroll  of  the  Navy,  in  consequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  him  to  me  by  the  authorities  in  Cadiz,  for  his  services  during  the 
siege  of  that  place.  He  has  now  brought  me,  and  takes  home,  the  dis- 
patches regarding  the  recent  transactions  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Penin- 
sula, and  I  understand  is  recommended  by  the  Admiral  for  his  conduct  at 
the  Coll  de  Balaguer ;  and  I  beg  leave  again  to  recommend  him  to  your 
Iiordsbip. 

VOL.  Vf.  2  p 
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To  Col.  Torreni,  Military  Secretary.  0«tia,  3d  July,  1813. 

As  I  have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  —  —  in 
the  action  of  the  2l8t  ult,  and  as  the  irregularities  of  which  they  have 
since  been  guilty  are  numerous,  and  evince  a  want  of  discipline  highly 
discreditable  to  the  officers,  I  think  it  proper  to  forbear  to  recommend  the 

senior of  that  corps  for  the  troops  which  have  become  vacant  by  the 

death  of  Capts. and . 

I  therefore  request  you  will  submit  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  my 

recommendation  of from  the ,  and  of  — ^  ■         from 

the ,  to  be  promoted  to  these  vacancies. 

—  has  been  employed  during  the  last  3  years  in  the  Portu- 
guese service,  in  which  he  has  distinguished  himself,  and  has  lately  had  an 

officer  from  the appointed  over  his  head  to  a  troop  in  the 

— .  and has  served  in  this  country  as  aide  de  camp  to  — — 

— -,  and  was  most  severely  woimded  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  where 
his  conduct  was  highly  spoken  of. 

Should,  however,  -^—  have  already  been  promoted  in  the  — 

-,  which  I  understand  is  probable,  I  beg  you  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  my  request  that ^  from  the ,  may  suc- 
ceed to  one  of  the  troops  vacant  in  the  — . 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Ottix,  3d  July,  1813. 

When  the  Spanish  frigates  were  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  with  Spain,  various  -individuals  lost  their  properties  which  were  on 
board  those  frigates.  As  war  had  not  been  declared,  the  money,  &c.,  in 
the  frigates  became  the  droit  of  the  Crown ;  and  restitution  has  been  made 
to  various  individuals.  Some  persons  have  applied  to  me,  in  the  distress 
which  the  contest  that  has  since  occurred  in  Spain  has  increased,  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  for  them  a  similar  favor ;  and  I  shall  be  very  much 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  if  it  is  still  time,  and  if  government 
are  disposed  to  receive,  favorably,  applications  of  this  description. 

If  they  are  not  so  disposed,  it  is  better  that  I  should  decline  to  forward 
them  than  that  it  should  be  supposed  that  government  refuse  to  grant  what 
these  suffering  individuals  must  think  a  just  claim. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Ostii,  3d  July,  1813. 

Gen.  Clausel  having  retired  towards  Logrouo,  after  finding  our  troops 
at  Yitoria  on  the  22d  June,  and  having  ascertained  the  result  of  the  action 
of  the  21st,  still  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Logrono  on  the  24th, 
and  till  late  on  the  25th,  and  had  not  marched  for  Tudela,  as  I  had  been 
informed  when  I  wrote  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  June :  I  conceived,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  some  prospect  of  intercepting  his  retreat ;  and  after 
sending  the  light  troops  towards  Roncesvalles  in  pursuit  of  the  army  under 
King  Joseph,  I  moved  the  Light,  3d,  4th,  and  7th  divisions,  and  CoL 
Grant's  and  Col.  Ponsonby's  brigades  of  cavalry,  towards  Tudela ;  and 
the  5th  and  6th  divisions,  and  the  Household  and  Uie  Conde  de  la  Bisbal's 
cavalry,  from  Vitoria  and  Salvatierra  towards  Logrono,  in  hopes  that  I 
should  be  able  to  intercept  Gen.  Clausel.  He  made  some  extraordinary 
forced  marches,  followed  by  Gen.  Mina  with  his  own  cavalry,  and  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  579 

regiment  of  Spanish  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Don  Julian  Sanchez, 
and  arrived  at  Tudela  on  the  evening  of  the  2'7th.  He  there  crossed  the 
Ebro ;  but  the  Alcalde  *  having  informed  him  that  we  were  upon  the 
road,  he  immediately  recrossed,  and  marched  towards  Zaragoza,  where  I 
understand  from  Gen.  Alava  that  he  has  since  arrived. 

I  then  turned  off  to  Caseda  on  the  Aragon,  where  I  arrived  on  the  28th ; 
but,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  already  advanced  so  far  upon  their  march 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  cut  them  off  from  Jaca,  and  thinking 
it  probable  that  my  farther  advance  in  that  direction  would  force  Gen. 
Clausel  to  avoid  the  road  of  Jaca,  and  to  seek  a  junction  with  Marshal 
Suchet,  which  he  would  otherwise  seek  to  avoid,  and  which  I  had  no  means 
of  preventing,  I  discontinued  the  pursuit  with  the  allied  British  and  Por- 
tuguese troops ;  and  they  are  on  their  return  towards  Pamplona.  Those 
under  Gen.  Mina  are  still  following  the  enemy ;  and  he  has  taken  from 
them  2  pieces  of  cannon  and  some  stores  in  Tudela,  and  300  prisoners. 
Lieut.  Gen.  H.  Clinton  has  also  taken  possession  of  5  pieces  which  the 
enemy  left  at  Logrono. 

In  the  mean  time  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R. 
Hill  have  kept  the  blockade  of  Pamplona,  and  have  moved  through  the 
mountains  to  the  head  of  the  Bidasoa,  the  enemy  having  entirely  retired 
^  into  France  on  that  side. 

I  enclose  the  report  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T. 
Graham  of  his  actions  with  the  enemy  on  the  24th  and  25th  June,f  which 
appear  to  have  been  more  serious  than  I  had  imagined  when  I  addressed 
your  Lordship  on  the  26th  ult. 

Gen.  Foy  had  with  liim  the  garrison  of  Bilbao,  and  those  of  Mondragon 
and  Tolosa,  besides  his  division  of  the  army  of  Portugal,  and  his  force  was 
considerable.  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  see  that  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  troops,  mentioned  by  Sir  T.  Graham,  have  conducted  them- 
selves so  well.  The  General  has  continued  to  push  on  the  enemy  by  the 
high  road,  and  has  dislodged  them  from  all  strong  positions  which  they 
have  taken ;  and  yesterday  a  brigade  of  the  army  of  Galicia,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Castanos,  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  across  the 
Bidasoa,  by  the  bridge  of  Trun.  The  enemy  still  maintained  a  post  in  a 
strong  stone  blockhouse,  which  served  as  a  head  to  the  bridge,  and  some 
troops  in  some  loop-holed  houses  on  the  right  of  the  Bidasoa ;  but  Gen. 
Don  P.  A.  Giron  having  sent  for  some  Spanish  artillery,  and  Capt.  Du- 
bourdieu's  brigade  of  9  pounders  having  been  sent  to  their  support,  the 
fire  of  these  guns  obliged  the  enemy  to  evacuate ;  and  they  blew  up  the 
blockhouse  and  burnt  the  bridge.  Sir  T.  Graham  reports  that  in  all  these 
affairs  the  Spanish  troops  have  conducted  themselves  remarkably  well. 

The  garrison  at  Pasages,  consisting  of  150  men,  surrendered  on  the  30th 
to  the  troops  under  Col.  Long  a. 

The  enemy,  on  seeing  some  of  our  ships  off  Deba,  evacuated  the  fort 
and  town  of  Guetaria  on  the  1st  inst. ;  and  the  garrison  went  by  sea  to 
San  Sebastian.  This  place  is  blockaded  by  land  by  a  detachment  of 
Spanish  troops.  They  have  likewise  evacuated  Castro  Urdiales,  and  the 
garrison  have  gone  by  sea  to  Santofia. 

•  See  note  at  p.  M2.  f  See  p.  553. 
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In  my  former  reports  I  have  made  your  Lordship  acquainted  with  the 
progress  of  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  under  Gen.  the  Conde  de  la 
Bisbal,  to  join  the  army ;  and  he  arrived  at  Burgos  on  the  25th  and 
26th  ult. 

When  the  enemy  retired  across  the  Ebro,  previous  to  the  battle  at 
Vitoria,  they  left  a  garrison  of  about  700  men  in  the  castle  of  Pancorbo, 
by  which  they  commanded,  and  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  use,  the 
great  communication  from  Vitoria  to  Burgos.  I  therefore  requested  the 
Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  on  his  march  to  Miranda,  to  make  himself  master  of 
the  town  and  lower  works,  and  to  blockade  the  place  as  closely  as  he 
could.  I  have  not  received  the  report  of  his  first  operations,  but  I  under- 
stand that  he  carried  the  town  and  lower  fort  by  assault  on  the  28th ;  and 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  enclose  his  report  of  the  final  success  of  this 
operation,  and  the  copy  of  the  capitulation  by  which  the  garrison  have 
surrendered.*     The  decision  and  dispatch  with  which  this  place  has  been 

*  Gen.  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  to  Don  L.  Wimpffen. 

S^  Marta  de  Cabo,  1st  July,  1813. 

On  Ihe  29tb  June  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Hit 
Excellency  ihe  Ghfneral  in  Chief  of  the  National  armies,  that  the  ca^adores  and  grenadiers 
of  the  1st  brigade  of  the  Ist  division  of  this  army  hod  assaulted  and  taken  the  fort  of  S** 
Marta  de  Pancorbo.  I  hare  now  the  satisfaction  of  acquainting  you  that,  at  8.  o'clock  this 
morning,  the  castle  of  S^  Engracia,  or  principal  fort  of  Pancorbo,  surrendered  by  capitu- 
lation. The  garrison  consuted  of  650  men ;  toey  had  provisions  for  several  days,  no  very 
great  quantity  of  water,  and  that  not  of  a  good  quality.  There  were  found  in  the  castle 
25  pieces  of  catmon,  of  a  calibre  from  lO'  to  4  poimds,  many  gun  cairiages,  and  a  suiBcient 
quantity  of  ammunition  for  a  regular  defence.  The  garrison  surrendered  under  the  en- 
closed articles  of  capitulation,  and  will  march  to-morrow  morning  for  Burgos. 

From  the  2dth,  the  day  on  which  the  fort  of  S**  Marta  was  taken,  I  had  pasted  the 
sharpshooters  in  the  vicinity  of  ihe  walls  of  the  fort,  and,  by  blockading  it  most  vigorously, 
J  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  spring  from  which  they  provided  tliemselves  with 
water.  The  different  detachments  employed  upon  this  service  i)eHurmed  tlieir  duty  with  a 
steadiness  and  valor  deserving  every  praise ;  and  the  enemy  could  no  longer  procure  their 
'water  without  imminent  risk.  Taking  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  1  ordered  several 
numerous  detachments  to  establish  themselves  as  near  the  wall  as  possible,  and  out  of  the 
range  of  the  enemy^s  guns.  A  quantity  of  ladders  and  otlier  necessary  implements  were 
procured  for  attacking  the  castle ;  but,  being  anxious  to  adopt  every  necessary  step  for 
economising  the  lives  of  my  men,  I  hinted  a  second  time  to  the  Governor  to  surrender, 
which  he  consented  to  accede  to,  under  condition  of  being  carried  hack  to  France  with  his 
garrison ;  but  he  yielded  at  last,  u]X)n  my  refusing  to  admit  this  condition,  and  threatening 
to  take  the  place  by  storm.  The  successful  result  of  this  business  is  not  a  little  owing  to 
tlie  intelligence  and  judgment  which  my  aide  de  camp,  Lieut  Col.  J.  M.  Reyna,  dis- 
played during  the  course  of  his  conferences  with  the  Governor.  The  result  of  the  Lieut. 
CohtneVs  negotiation  has  proved  of  no  little  advantage  to  us. 

During  the  snace  of  21  hours,  a  battery  for  6  pieces  had  been  constructed  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill,  by  Uie  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  sappers  of  the  army  (and  several  peasants), 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commandant  General  of  the  Engineers,  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don 
M.  Zapinno ;  and  6  pieces  of  cannon,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  Colonel,  Major  Gene- 
ral of  the  artillery,  Don  M.  Ferraz,  were  got  upon  the  hill  with  the  greatest  activity,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Colonel,  who  was  ably  assisted  by  the  Lieut.  Colonel  of  artillery,  Don 
J.  Jarabia,  and  the  seijeant  major,  Don  B.  Gutierrez,  and  other  subaltern  officers.  Eight 
hours  after  the  battery  was  commenced,  the  guns  began  to  open  upon  the  enemy,  and, 
besides  causing  him  considerable  loss,  impressed  him  with  sufficient  respect  for  us. 

I  cannot  but  call  the  attention  of  the  General  in  Chief  of  the  National  armies  to  the 
valor  and  activity  displayed  upon  this  occasion  by  Bcig.  Don  J.  Latorre,  commanding  the 
1st  brigade  of  infantry ;  by  tiie  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  army,  Col.  Don  M.  Desmaysieres^ 
who  scarcely  took  one  moment  s  rest  during  the  siege,  which  lasted  3  days ;  and  to  tlie 
good  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Staff  who  were  placed  wider  his  orders,  and  that  of  the 
Commander  and  officers  of  the  infantry  and  caval^  which  composed  the  besieging  corps^. 

I  must  also  notice  the  meritorious  conduct  of  my  aides  de  camp,  Lieut.  Cols.  Don  J.  de 
Riiis,  Don  J.  M.  Reyna,  Dou  V.  Vinader,  and  Lieut  Don  B.  Diaz,  ahd  of  my  Military 
Secretary,  Don  J.  Serfute,  and  Salazar,  who  carried  my  orders,  on  repeatetl  occasions,  to 
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subdued  are  highly  creditable  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  and  the  officers 
and  troops  under  his  command. 

I  am  concerned  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray 
raised  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  I  cannot  say  on  what  day,  and  embarked 
his  troops :  a  great  portion  of  the  artillery  and  stores  were  left  in  the 
batteries.  It  appears  that  Marshal  Suchet,  with  a  considerable  body  of 
troops,  had  moved  from  Valencia  by  Tortosa,  and  Gen.  Maurice  Mathieu 
with  another  corps  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Barcelona,  for  the  purpose 
of  impeding  Sir  J.  Murray's  operations,  which  he  did  not  think  himself 
sufficiently  strong  to  continue.  I  have  not  yet  received  from  Sir  J. 
Murray  the  detailed  account  of  these  transactions. 

Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  however,  who  had  joined  and  taken  the 
command  of  thci  army  at  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  on  the  17th,  had  brought  it 
back  to  Alicante,  where  he  arrived  himself  on  the  23d,  and  was  proceed* 
ing  to  carry  into  execution  my  instructions. 

the  very  walls  of  the  euemy  s  fort,  heedlea  of  the  latter's  fire.  The  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk 
fire  from  his  guns,  &c.,  but  the  loe  which  he  occasioned  us  has  been  very  inconsiderable. 
The  enemy^s  surrendering  the  place  created  great  regret  among  the  troops,  who  had  con- 
sented to  take  it  by  assault,  ana  they  only  console  themselves  with  the  hope  of  there  being 
more  places  to  conquer.  I  have  put  a  small  garrison  into  ttie  fort  of  Pancorbo,  and  shall 
supply  it  immediately  with  provbions  and  water ;  but  I  shall  not  make  any  addition  fo 
the  works  without  knowing  first  the  intentions  of  the  General  in  Chief  reUitive  to  Ihe 
demolition  or  preservation  of  this  place. 

CapitulaHon  of  the  Fort  of  S**  Engracia  de  Pancorbo. 

We,  Don  Josef  Maria  de  Reyna,  Lieut  Colonel  of  the  Corps  of  National  Artillery, 
Major  of  a  Brigade  of  the  same  in  the  army  of  Andalusia,  and  aide  de  camp  to  the  Conde 
de  la  Bisbal,  Captain  General  of  the  kingdoms  of  Seville  and  Cordova,  and  General  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  Reserve  of  Andalusia,  being  furnished  with  full  powers  by  His 
Excellency ;  and  Don  Alexandre  de  Ceva,  Lieutenant  in  the  3lst  regt.  of  light  infkntry  in 
the  service  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  serving  in  the  garrison  of  S^ 
Engracia  de  Pancorbo,  being  furnished  witli  full  powers  by  the  Governor  of  the  said  fort, 
Don  Carlos  Auguste  Durand,  Member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  Lieut  Colonel  of  the 
55th  regt  of  the  Line,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Art  I.  The  Spanish  troops  will  occupy  the  fort  of  S^  Engracia  on  the  day  and  at  the 
hour  hereafter  expressed. 

Art  II.  The  garrison  will  be  made  prisoners  of  war,  and  be  allowed  the  honors  of  war. 

Art  III.  The  Commanding  officers  and  officers  will  retain  tlieir  swords,  horses,  and 
baggage ;  and  the  seijeants  and  soldiers  will  preserve  their  effects^  and  will  be  furnished 
with  means  of  transport 

Art  IV.  The  garrison  will  be  exchanged  by  the  first  cartel  that  takes  place,  and  they 
will  for  that  purpose  be  removed  to  as  small  a  distance  as  possible. 

Art  V.  The  officer  commanding  the  artillery  in  the  fort  will  formally  deliver  to  the 
officer  of  artillery  appointed  by  the  General  in  Chief,  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  war- 
like stores  thut  may  be  in  the  fort 

Art.  VI.  The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  and  the  Governor  of  the  fort  will  ratify  this  capitu- 
lation to-morrow,  the  1st  July,  at  7  o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  one  hour  afterwards  the 
principal  gate  of  the  fort  will  be  occupied  by  a  Spanish  detachment ;  at  10  the  garrison 
will  march  out,  and,  after  having  laid  down  their  arms,  will  proceed  to  quarters  in  the  furt 
or  town  of  Pancorbo,  as  the  Governor  may  think  proper,  mitil  the  %i  July,  when  they  will 
proceed  to  their  destination. 

Spanish  generosity  guarantees  the  execution  of  this  treaty. 

Done  in  9*  Maria  de  Rivaredonda,  30th  June,  1813. 

*  JosBP  Maria  ns  Rbtna, 

Lieut  Colonel,  Actg.  and  Aide  de  Camp. 
A1.BZANDRB  na  Cbva, 
Lieut.  91st  Light  Infantry. 

Ratified  by  me  the  1st  July,  1813,  at  7  o'clock,  a.m., 

P.  El.  CoNDB  DB  I. A  Bisbal. 

Ratified  by  me,  Governor  of  the  Fort,  C.  A.  Duuanu. 
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When  Marshal  Suchet  marched  into  Catalonia,  the  Duque  del  Parque 
had  advanced,  and  had  established  his  head  quarters  at  San  Felipe  de 
Xativa,  and  his  troops  on  the  Jucar,  where  he  still  was  on  the  24th ;  but 
I  believe  that  he  will  have  retired  upon  Suchet's  return  to  Valencia. 

I  am  not  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  loss  of  the  heavy  artillery  at 
Tarragona,  nor  whether  it  will  cripple  the  operations  of  the  troops  on  the 
eastern  coast  Considering,  however,  the  nature  of  the  enemy's  position 
in  Valencia  and  Catalonia,  luid  his  pQ^8e6sion  of  the  numerous  fortified 
posts  in  these  provinces,  which  render  it  scarcely  possible  for  the  allied 
troops  to  carry  on  any  operation  until  they  shall  become  masters  of  some 
of  them,  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  will  be  induced  to  withdraw 
his  active  army  from  thence,  in  order  to  throw  them  upon  our  right  flank, 
in  the  confidence  that,  in  the  existing  state  of  our  equipment,  we  can 
effect  nothing  against  any  of  the  fortresses ;  luid  that,  without  some  at 
least  of  the  fortresses,  the  operations  of  our  troops  in  the  field  must  be 
very  confined. 

Before  I  had  received  intelligence  of  the  last  state  of  affairs  on  the  eastern 
coast,  I  had  doubted  the  expediency  of  laying  siege  to  Pamplona,  which  I 
had  at  first  intended,  upon  finding  that  the  place  was  of  such  a  description, 
and  in  such  a  state  of  defence,  as  to  require  a  much  larger  equipment  of 
heavy  ordnance  than  I  had  immediately  at  command ;  and  that  it  would  re- 
quire an  operation  of  from  5  to  6  weeks'  duration,  which  could  not  even  be 
commenced  for  a  fortnight  or  3  weeks,  and  the  employment  of  from  15,000 
to  20,000  men  of  our  best  troops ;  whereas  the  blockade  could  be  held  by 
troops  of  inferior  numbers,  and  of  not  so  good  a  description  ;  and  it  is  pro* 
bable  that,  in  point  of  time,  the  place  would  be  obliged  to  surrender  within 
12  weeks.  The  disasters  at  Tarragona,  and  my  view  of  their  probable  conse- 
quences, have  induced  me  to  determine  only  to  blockade  Pamplona,  for 
which  the  necessary  works  are  now  constructing ;  and  I  shall  now  have  the 
whole  army  at  liberty  for  any  operation  that  I  may  think  it  proper  to  carry  on. 

To  Earl  Batfaunt.  Ostis,  Sd  July,  181S. 

I  have  reported,  in  my  dispatch  of  this  day,  that  Lieut.  Qen.  Sir  J. 
Murray  had  raised  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  and  had  embarked,  leaving 
behind  him  a  portion  of  his  artillery.  Although  I  have  received  two  dis- 
patches and  two  private  letters  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  and  two 
from  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  on  this  transaction,  I  don't  feel 
myself  sufficiently  informed  to  be  able  to  write  more  upon  it 

I  enclose  all  the  letters  which  I  have  received  relating  to  Tarragona, 
including  one  from  Adm.  Hallowell ;  and  I  likewise  enclose  the  copies  of 
the  dispatch  which  I  have  written  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  to  require 
further  information,  and  of  a  private  letter  to  him,  and  likewise  the  copy 
of  a  dispatch  to  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck.  I  shall  make  no  further 
comment  upon  these  papers,  or  the  facts  .to  which  they  relate,  than  to 
draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  construction  put  by  Sir  J.  Murray 
on  my  instructions  to  him  and  the  Spanish  Generals,  of  the  1 4th  AprU, 
of  which  your  Lordship  has  a  copy.* 

In  regard  to  the  expectations  which  I  entertained  of  success  in  both  the 

*  See  p.  426. 
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objects  embraced  by  those  instructions,  there  is  nothing  in  any  letter 
from  me  which  expresses  a  doubt  respecting  the  success  :  the  instructions 
speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  useless  to  trouble  your  Lordship  further 
upon  the  subject. 

I  b^  your  Lordship's  particular  attention,  however,  to  the  13th  para- 
graph of  the  instructions,  and  to  the  application  of  the  orders  it  contains 
by  Sir  X  Murray  to  himself,  and  his  own  situation.  I  don't  mean  to 
justify  myself  from  the  imputation  of  directing  any  General  officer  not  to 
be  defeated ;  but  it  must  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  will  read  the  1 1  th, 
12th,  and  13th  paragraphs  of  the  instructions,  that  the  13th  was  intended 
to  apply  to  the  Duque  del  Parque  and  Gen.  Elio  alone,  and  not  to  Sir  J. 
Murray.  This  will  be  still  more  obvious,  if  the  word.  Me  be  inserted 
before  *  General  Officers'  in  the  copy  of  the  paragraph  contained  in  the 
dispatch  from  Sir  J.  Murray,  at  the  place  marked  by  me;  which  word 
was  really  used  in  the  13th  paragraph  of  the  instructions.  Likewise,  if 
the  words,  and  thai  they  will  be  in  sufficient  numbers  to  turn  the  enemy ^ 
rather  than  attach  him  in  a  strong  position^  be  inserted  as  they  stand  in 
the  instructions.  These  words  show  that  the  paragraph  could  not  be  in- 
tended for  Sir  J.  Murray,  whose  operations  under  the  instructions  were 
not  likely  to  lead  to  the  attack  of  a  strong  position. 

I  gave  those  orders  to  the  Duque  del  Parque  and  Gen.  Elio,  from  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  the  character  of  the  nation  and  of  these  Generals. 

I  thought  it  not  improbable  that  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  might  be  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  at  Alicante  the  British,  German,  and  Sicilian  cavalry, 
and  the  Spanish  cavalry  belonging  to  Gen.  Whittingham.  I  know  that 
it  is  a  common  opinion  among  the  Spanish  General  officers,  that  the  dis- 
asters and  defeats  which  they  have  sustained  during  the  war,  are  to  be 
attributed  entirely  to  the  want  of  good  cavalry ;  and  I  thought  it  not  im- 
probable that,  if  they  had  the  use  of  this  cavalry,  they  would  immediately 
attack  the  enemy  in  his  strong  positions  on  the  Jucar,  and  lose  not  only 
their  own  armies,  but  our  cavalry. 

It  would  not  have  been  proper  to  order  that  they  should  not  have  the 
use  of  the  cavalry,  if  it  were  left  in  Valencia ;  and  the  only  mode  of  pre- 
venting the  evil  which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend,  was  to  give  the  in- 
structions contained  in  die  15th  paragraph. 

To  Earl  Bsthont.  Ottis,  3d  July,  1813. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  Sir  J.  Murray's  friends  in  England  may  differ  in 
opinion  with  me  regarding  his  dispatches  of  the  14th  and  23d,  and  may 
consider  them  sufficiently  explicit,  and  fully  to  justify  his  conduct.  If 
you  should  find  any  to  be  of  that  opinion,  I  beg  you  to  have  them  pub- 
lished, without  my  dispatch  of  this  date  which  conveys  them  to  your 
Lordship,  or  that  from  me  of  the  1st  inst.  to  Sir  J.  Murray. 

I  beg  your  Lordship  to  observe  in  what  manner  the  blockade  of  the 
coast  is  kept  up.  I  wish  to  make  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  which  is  one 
of  quite  a  different  description  from  that  of  Pamplona ;  but  I  cannot  un- 
dertake it  till  I  shall  know  whether  we  are  secure  at  sea.  I  really  believe 
that  this  is  the  first  time  of  late  years  that  any  British  Commander  on 
shore  has  had  reason  to  entertain  a  doubt  on  this  point. 
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To  Earl  Bathunt  Ostii,  3d  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  regarding  the 
supposed  danger  in  Sicily,  and  of  my  answer. 

To  Capt  Sir  G.  ColliCT,  R.N.  Lam,  4th  July,  1813. 

I  intend,  if  possible,  to  attack  San  Sebastian,  and  have  written  to  the 
oflScer  in  charge  of  the  train  on  board  the  transports  now  at  Bilbao  to 
proceed  to  the  port  of  Pasages,  and  to  put  himself  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  T.  Graham,  who  commands  the  allied  troops  stationed  near  him. 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  constant  communication  by  sea  between 
Bayonne  and  San  Sebastian,  which  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  you 
should  endeavor  to  interrupt ;  and  with  this  object,  and  in  order  to  give 
you  aid  in  the  operations  against  San  Sebastian,  it  would  probably  be  de- 
sirable that  you  should  station  the  squadron  under  your  command  off  or 
in  Pasages,  with  the  exception  of  one  vessel,  to  watch  Santona. 

To  Col.  Dickwn,  R.  A.  Lanz,  4th  July,  1813,  7  p.m. 

From  what  I  have  heard  of  San  Sebastian,  I  am  inclined  to  form  the 
siege  of  that  place ;  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
send  an  officer  to  Bilbao,  to  order  the  train  from  thence  to  Pasages. 

Send  the  enclosed  letter  with  this  officer  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  G.  Col-^ 
lier ;  and  desire  Major  Eraser  to  communicate  with  Sir  George  in  regard 
to  convoy  for  the  train  from  Bilbao  to  Pasages,  and  to  its  maritime  secu- 
rity while  there ;  as  it  will  actually  be  within  sight  of  the  French  posts. 

To  Lieut  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Bart,  R.E.  Lanx,  4th  July,  1813,  7  p.m. 

From  the  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  Major  Smith  of  the 
state  of  San  Sebastian,  I  conceive  that  our  means  are  sufficient  to  enable 
us  to  obtain  possession  of  that  place,  which,  therefore,  I  am  desirous  of 
attacking. 

I  have  ordered  the  ordnance  from  Bilbao  to  Pasages.  I  have  ordered 
that  Major  Smith  should  have  fascines,  gabions,  &c.  prepared ;  and  I  re- 
quest you,  without  loss  of  time,  to  let  Sir  T.  Graham  know  the  price 
which  I  had  fixed  upon  for  these  articles  for  Pamplona. 

The  sappers,  &c.,  will  be  ordered  to  be  sent  to  San  Sebastian,  and  I 
shall  hereafter  request  you  to  go  there. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lam,  4th  July,  1813. 

From  the  account  which  I  have  received  from  Major  Smith  of  the  state 
of  San  Sebastian,  and  in  a  view  to  the  general  situation  of  our  affairs,  I 
feel  very  anxious  to  attack  that  place.  Although  our  train,  which  was 
framed  with  a  view  to  the  siege  of  Burgos,  is  not  quite  sufficient  for  that 
of  Pamplona,  it  appears  to  me,  from  all  accounts,  that  it  is  fully  so  for 
that  of  San  Sebastian.  It  is  now  at  Bilbao,  and  I  have  desired  that  it 
may  be  ordered  forthwith  to  Pasages.  I  have  likewise  written  to  Sir  G. 
Collier,  who  commands  the  squadron  on  the  coast,  to  request  him  to 
stnXion  himself  off  or  in  Pasages,  in  order  the  better  to  keep  the  maritime 
blockade  of  San  Scbasjlian  at  all  events,  and  to  assist  eventually  at  the 
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siege.  I  have  likewise  written  to  England  for  an  increase  of  the  maritime 
force  on  the  coast 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  70a  if  you  will  desire  Major  Smith  to  have 
the  necessary  preparations  made  of  fascines,  gabions,  &c.,  for  this  ope- 
ration. I  write  to  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  to  desire  he  would  let  you  know  the 
prices  which  I  had  agreed  to  pay  for  these  for  the  siege  of  Pamplona. 

Sir  R.  Fletcher  is  now  employed  in  the  arrangement  and  construction 
of  the  works  for  the  blockade  of  Pamplona ;  but  as  soon  as  these  shall  be 
arranged^  I  will  send  him  to  San  Sebastian.  In  the  mean  time,  Major 
Smith  might  act  for  him.  I  shall  likewise  send  Lieut  Col.  Dickson,  and 
all  the  means  in  artillery,  sappers,  &c. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  your 
opinion  whether  the  Spanish  troops  could  carry  on  this  concern,  with  a 
few  English  to  assist  occasionally  to  lead  an  assault,  &c.  It  will  be  very 
desirable  if  this  should  be  practicable,  as  it  will  save  our  English  and 
Portuguese  troops,  of  whom  we  have  lost  more  since  the  21st,  I  am  very 
certain,  than  the  enemy  have  lost.  However,  as  the  loss  is  to  be  attri- 
buted in  a  great  measure  to  their  own  irregularity,  I  am  in  hopes  it  is  not 
quite  irretrievable. 

I  understand  that  San  Sebastian  is  now  blockaded  by  the  Spanish 
troops ;  but  if  any  more  thiui  the  mere  blockade  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary by  Major  Smith,  before  I  can  receive  your  answer,  and  can  settle 
what  troops  shall  carry  on  the  siege,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
settle  that  it  may  be  done  by  any  troops  you  may  think  proper. 

Hill  is  in  Berrueta ;  Byng  close  to  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port ;  and  the  7th 
division  will  be  to-morrow  through  the  Puerto  de  Arraiz.  Clausel  was 
at  Zaragoza  on  the  1st 

P.S.  I  believe  I  informed  you  yesterday  that  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal 
had  taken  Pancorbo,  with  700  prisoners. 

Au  Lieut  66d.  Baron  Maocune.  Au  Quartier  G£zi6ial,  ce  6  Juillet,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  Thonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  adressee  le  4. 
M.  Houz($,  (Stant  parti  pour  s'embarquer  pour  PAngleterre,  il  y  a  pres 
d'un  mois,  devrait  6tre  dtfjit  arrive  dans  ce  pays  \k ;  et  j'ecris  pour  qu'on 
le  renvoie  en  France,  sans  ({change,  aussit^t  son  arrived.  Cela  me  fait 
grand  plaisir  d'avoir  cette  occasion  de  faire  ce  qui  pent  vous  ^tre  agnSable. 

TV  J,Q.  to  M<ycr  Burton,  ruoria,  6th  July,  1813. 

I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  to  desire  you 
will  call  upon  the  Governor  of  Vitoria  for  an  explanation  why,  or  hy  the  appli- 
cation of  whom,  he  caused  some  muleteers  of  suspicious  appearance  and  employ- 
ment to  be  liberated  the  end  of  the  last,  or  the  beginning  of  the  present  month, 
from  the  custod^r  of  the  civil  authorities  of  the  village  of  Barroa,  near  to  Vitoria. 
On  explanation  it  did  appear  that  the  muleteers  above  stated  were  conducting 
French  money  to  the  rear,  although  by  the  first  inspection  of  the  equipment  it 
looked  like  common  baggage.  lu>u  are  further  to  understand  there  was  no  kind 
of  escort  with  this  money,  neither  any  acknowledged  conductor  with  the  treasure. 
The  Commander  of  the  Forces  feels*  fully  assured  that  the  Governor  of  Vitoria 
was  unacquainted  with  these  facts  at  the  period  of  his  interference,  which  now  can 
only  be  amended  by  his  active  inquiry  into  the  case  at  laree,  and  the  route  the 
persons  have  taken  whom  he  so  injudiciously  liberated  without  previous  invest!, 
gation. 
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7%tf  A,G.  to  Liemi.  CoL  Bookt,  Jui,0^  %i  dwimom,  6th  July,  1813. 

The  arrangements  for  the  regularity  of  the  rear  of  the  2d  dmrion  havo  in 
general  heen  so  good,  that  I  regret  having  to  call  your  attention  to  evident  in- 
stances of  departure  from  system  within  the  last  two  days. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  quarters,  on  the  4th,  at  Lanz,  10  stragglers  were 
picked  up  by  the  Provost  Marshal  there,  all  of  whom  appeared  equal  to  march, 
and  have  accompanied  head  quarters  to  this  ^lace.  Neither  officer  nor  non-com- 
missioned officer  was  sent  to  the  rear  to  inquire  after  these  men,  nor  was  there 
any  intimation  left  in  rear  that  such  men  had  fallen  out  of  their  ranks. 

This  day,  on  arrival,  I  have  foimd  in  this  village  15  British  soldiers  wounded, 
without  either  officers  or  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  them,  neither  any 
kind  of  memorandum  statine  to  what  period  they  have  been  provisioned,  or  even 
whether  their  wounds  had  been  dressed,  and  there  was  no  medical  officer  left  in 
attendance.  Some  of  these  cases,  it  is  possible,  should  not  be  removed  for  some 
days,  but  there  are  others  quite  equal  to  bear  carriage  to  the  rear ;  when,  to  con- 
clude this  statement,  I  have  myself  met  above  40  unloaded  mules  returning  for 
supplies  that  might  have  been  employed  in  the  transport  of  the  wounded  to 
the  rear.  I  beg  2  officers  may  immediately  be  sent  in  here,  one  to  attend  the 
wounded  to  the  rear,  the  other  to  bring  up  the  stragglers,  and  that  you  will  speak 
to  your  Dep.  Assistant 

To  Lieut.  Qta.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Inurita,  8di  July,  1813,  4  p.m. 

Mj  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  by  reconnaissances  and  bj  Sir  R. 
Hill's  operations,  for  the  last  3  or  4  days,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
write  to  you.  The  enemy  appeared  particularly  anxious  to  keep  hold  of 
this  fine  valley  of  Baztan ;  and  Gazan  has  disputed  every  position  in  it ; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  reconnaitre  each  of  them  very  closely  before  it 
was  attacked,  which  in  these  mountainous  countries  is  not  very  easy. 
However,  we  have  at  last  got  him  out.  He  had  3  divisions  yesterday  in 
the  Puerto  de  Maya,  the  last  position  in  Spain,  too ;  and  a  very  strong 
one  it  is.  We  had  not  quite  troops  enough  up,  and  we  manoeuvred  with 
two  British  and  one  Portuguese  brigade  and  a  half.  If  the  7th  division, 
which  was  ordered,  had  arrived  in  time,  or  the  sea  fog  had  held  off  for  an 
hour  or  two  longer,  we  should  have  made  a  good  thing  of  it.  Our  loss  is 
about  60  wounded.  In  the  other  days  there  was  a  good  deal  of  firing, 
but  we  sustained  no  loss. 

I  should  think  that  tiie  enemy  had  left  Echalar  and  Vera,  but  I  don't 
know  that  they  have  yet  However,  we  can  now  make  them  do  as  we 
please,  both  there  and  on  their  whole  line  to  the  sea.  I  propose  to  go 
over  and  take  a  view  of  that  side,  probably  to-morrow ;  and  I  shall  see 
you  before  I  return.     I  hope  that  your  hip  is  better. 

I  believe  Longa  has  now  disposed  his  posts  as  you  wished. 

I  enclose  the  note  of  the  heavy  ordnance  ordered  round  to  Pasages  in 
the  transports.  I  wish  the  24  pounders  to  be  used,  rather  thiui  our  18 
pounders,  as  I  wish  to  keep  up  the  ammunition  of  the  latter  complete  for 
the  field. 

Upon  consideration,  I  think  you  had  better  give  Gen.  Oswald  charge 
of  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  with  the  5th  division,  and  either  Pack's  or 
Bradford's  brigades ;  and  I  will  arrange  that  as  many  Spanish  battalions 
as  you  may  think  fit  shall  assist  I  don't  think  the  Spaniards  are  yet  to 
be  trusted  alone ;  luid  I  should  not  like  to  see  our  ordnance  exposed  to 
the  risk  of  their  keeping.  Besides,  Uiey  will  not  work,  and  their  own 
officers  cannot  make  them  work. 
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I  have  not  yet  received  my  dispatch  by  the  Fancy ^  but  I  believe  that  it 
will  be  desirable  that,  at  all  events,  Sir  G.  Collier  should  detain  her,  and 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  tell  him  so. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  the  dispatch  by  the 
Fancy.  It  is  from  Lord  Keith,  and  contains  nothing  important  But  it 
is  desirable  that  the  Fancy  should  wait  You  will  see  that  I  concur  en- 
tirely with  you  respecting  the  Spanish  troops. 

Au  Lieut  Qki,  Comte  Gaan.  Au  Quartier  6to6ra],  ce  8  Juillet,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  votre  Excellence  du  6,  par 
laquelle  vous  m'annoncez  le  renvoi  de  votre  part  de  M.  MOulloch, 
chirurgien  de  I'armtle  Britannique ;  et  vous  dcSsirez  que  je  fasse  renvoyer 
en  France  M.  Vienn<$,  Commissaire  des  guerres,  prisonnier  de  guerre  en 
Angleterre,  pris  k  Badajoz.  J*({cris  pour  le  f^^  renvoyer  en  France 
tout  de  suite. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Irurita,  8th  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch  (No.  4)  of 
the  30th  June. 

Adverting  to  the  15th  paragraph  of  my  instructions  of  the  14th  April  * 
to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  it  appears  most  extraordinary  that  when  he 
embarked  for  Tarragona,  he  should  have  discharged  the  mules  and  carts 
collected  to  attend  the  army  under  his  command.  As  it  appears  that 
after  raising  the  siege  of  Tarragona  and  leaving  his  cannon,  and  embark- 
ing the  army,  he  disembarked  again  at  Coll  de  Balaguer,  and  remained 
4  days,  till  your  Lordship  arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  I 
should  imagine  that  Sir  J.  Murray  must  have  totally  overlooked  that  part 
of  his  instructions  which  required  him  to  return  to  Valencia  instantly, 
if  he  shotdd  be  obliged  to  raise  the  siege,  in  order  that  he  might  support 
the  Duque  del  Parque,  and  enable  him  to  maintain  the  ground  which  he 
should  have  gained,  in  consequence  of  Suchet's  absence  in  Catalonia. 

It  appears  that  Suchet  acted  upon  principles  entirely  different  from 
those  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray.  I  judge  from  his  proclamation  to 
his  army,  and  the  date  of  his  arrival  at  Valencia,  on  his  return,  that  he 
did  not  lose  a  moment  in  Catalonia  after  he  had  effected  his  purpose  of 
raising  the  siege  of  Tarragona ;  as  it  does  not  appear  that  he  even  knew 
that  Sir  J.  Murray  had  left  his  cannon. 

In  suggesting  the  measures  proposed  in  my  memorandum  of  the  14th 
April,  for  the  operations  of  the  armies  on  the  eastern  coast,  now  under 
the  command  of  your  Lordship,  I  had  in  mind  the  state  of  discipline  and 
efficiency  and  equipment  of  each  of  them.  As  far  as  I  have  any  know- 
ledge of  it,  the  Spanish  army  under  the  command  of  the  Duque  del 
Parque  is,  excepting  that  in  Catalonia,  the  best  (not  including  the  divi- 
sions of  Whittingham  and  Roche),  and  if  well  commanded  and  managed 
with  prudence  and  sense,  might,  I  think,  be  trusted  in  operations  alone. 
While  under  Ballesteros  it  always  acted  singly ;  and  although  in  reality 
little  or  nothing  was  done,  it  was  never  dispersed ;  and  I  know  that  Soult  * 
exerted  himself  to  involve  it  in  difficulties.    This  was  the  corps,  therefore, 

♦  See  p.  436. 
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which  I  recommeiKled  should  be  detached  to  the  enemy's  flank,  and  that 
the  corps,  certainly  inferior  in  every  respect,  of  Elio,  should  co-operate 
in  the  same  line  with  the  allied  British  and  Sicilian  army,  of  which  I  un- 
derstand that  the  divisions  of  Roche  and  Whittingham  form  a  part. 

This  recommendation  has,  however,  been  departed  from ;  luid  Gen.  Elio 
has  been  detached,  and  the  Dtique  del  Parque  has  remained  in  Valencia, 
in  Uie  same  line  with  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps ;  and  I  have  no  wish  that 
this  arrangement  should  be  altered  if  your  Lordship  approves  of  it  I  am 
certain,  from  Suchet's  correspondence,  that  he  was  much  alarmed  lest  a 
corps  should  be  placed  at  Utiel  and  Requena.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  this  feeling  would  be  weakened  when  he  would  find  that  the  King 
had  retired  from  Madrid  and  the  Duero. 

Your  Lordship  having  determined,  in  consequence  of  hearing  of  the 
state  of  affairs  here,  to  operate  directly  upon  Suchet,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary that  I  should  advert  to  the  plan  which  you  had  proposed  of  quitting 
the  coast  and  turning  the  enemy's  right  with  the  whole  army,  by  the  road 
from  Zaragoza. 

The  great  difficulty  which  I  have  always  found  in  the  Peninsula  has 
been  the  subsistence  of  the  army ;  luid  in  order  to  supply  this  want,  and 
the  various  others  of  the  army,  I  have  never  ventured  to  risk  even  the 
communication  with  the  sea.  The  troops  under  your  Lordship's  command 
are  not  so  numerous  as  those  I  have ;  but  still,  including  Sicilians,  they 
are  so  numerous  as  to  render  it  not  an  easy  task  to  provide  for  them  in 
the  Peninsula,  even  when  the  harvest  is  on  the  ground ;  and  it  will  be 
very  difficult  afterwards.  Your  Lordship  must  observe  that  you  will  get 
nothing  without  money ;  and  your  first  want,  when  you  shall  lose  your 
communication  with  the  sea,  will  be  money. 

On  these  grounds,  and  because  I  know  that  the  corps  under  your  com- 
mand  cannot  be  supplied  as  it  ought  to  be  with  means  of  transport,  and 
as  I  have  always  understood  it  to  be  the  wish  of  your  Lordship,  as  well 
as  of  government,  that  the  Anglo-Sicilian  army  should  be  in  a  situation 
to  return  to  Sicily  at  a  short  notice ;  I  have  considered  it  to  be  essential 
in  every  plan  of  operations  for  that  army,  that  it  should  not  be  separated 
from  the  sea  coast. 

If  they  can  be  spared  from  the  service  of  the  troops  under  your  Lord- 
ship's command,  it  is  very  desirable  that  3  or  4  of  the  troop  ships  of  war 
should  be  sent  to  the  Tagus ;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  your  Lord- 
ship if  you  will  make  application  accordingly  to  the  Admiral. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentiuck,  K.B.  Inirita,  8th  July,  1813. 

There  are  two  or  three  points  adverted  to  in  your  Lordship's  dispatch, 
No.  4,  to  which  I  think  it  best  to  send  you  a  reply  in  a  private  form. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  inefficient  state  of  the  equipments  of  all 
the  Spanish  armies,  but  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  produce 
an  amelioration,  hitherto  without  effect  Neither  government  nor  Cortes 
appear  to  me  to  care  much  about  the  foreign  war.  The  former  are  a 
mere  instrument  and  creature  of  the  latter.  All  that  these  care  about,  is 
the  praise  of  their  stupid  Constitution ;  and  how  to  carry  on  the  war 
bgnlnst  the  bishops  and  priests. 
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You  will  have  seen  that  by  the  Constitution,  all  military  regulation  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Cortes,  and  they  have  a  Board  of  officers  now  sitting 
to  consider  of  a  military  constitution  for  the  army,  which  it  is  intended 
to  republicanize.  Any  proposal  for  an  alteration,  there/ore,  is  laid  aside 
till  the  new  military  constitution  shall  be  fixed.  One  of  the  defects  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  army,  as  now  existing,  is  in  the  office  and 
power  of  the  Inspectors  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  in  whose  hands  is  the 
nomination  of  all  officers  to  commissions  and  for  promotion.  This  cannot 
be  altered.  Whittingham,  contrary  to  all  rule,  is  both  Commander  and 
Inspector  of  his  own  division.  I  have  not  the  power  to  make  the  same 
arrangement  in  favor  of  any  body  else.  I  have  no  objection  to  your 
allowing  the  Duque  del  Parque  cavalry,  to  act  under  die  command  of 
Whittingham  for  the  moment ;  but  I  beg  you  not  to  make  any  alteration 
in  the  existing  organization  of  any  of  the  Spanish  armies.  If  you  do, 
you  will  bring  me  into  difficulties. 

I  have  a  newspaper  from  England  of  the  29th  June.  It  is  stated  that 
the  French  Ambassador  had  quitted  Vienna.  Notwithstanding  the  ar- 
mistice, the  war  of  the  partisans  was  continuing  with  great  success  in  the 
rear  of  the  French  army.  Czemichef  had  gained  a  very  important  success 
at  Halberstadt;  and  Woronzow  and  another  had  entered  Leipsic,  and 
taken  and  destroyed  above  3000  men. 

Matters  are  going  on  well  here.  There  is  not  a  Frenchman  in  Spain 
on  this  side,  excepting  within  garrison.  I  wait  to  see  what  turn  affairs 
take  in  Germany  before  I  determine  on  my  line.  In  the  mean  time  I 
have  blockaded  all  the  fortresses,  and  am  about  to  attack  San  Sebastian, 
and  am  giving  some  rest  to  the  troops,  who  have  been  a  good  deal  fagged 
by  their  late  exertions. 

To  Lieut  6«D.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart,  K.B.  Inirita,  9th  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  men  and  horses  in  readiness  in  England  to  be 
sent  out  to  the  several  regiments  of  cavalry  in  this  country.  I  fancy  there 
are  more  horses  than  some  of  them  can  conveniently  mount.  I  have 
requested  Lord  Bathurst  to  give  orders  that  all  of  them  may  be  sent  out 
to  Santander  to  receive  orders ;  and  I  propose  to  order  them  to  Bilbao, 
there  to  be  landed :  if  there  should  be  more  for  any  particular  regiment 
than  the  regiment  can  mount,,  we  will  transfer  the  overplus  to  the  others. 
How  will  they  be  supplied  with  horse  appointments  ? 

To  Earl  BathurBt  Ifurita,  9tb  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatch  (No.  126)  of 
the  16th  June ;  and  I  request  your  Lordship  will  give  directions  that  the 
detachments  of  cavalry  and  infantry  referred  to  in  that  communication  may 
be  sent  to  Santander  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  there  to  receive  further 
directions,  which  will  probably  be  to  proceed  to  disembark  at  Bilbao. 

I  imagine  that  there  are  more  horses  than  some  of  the  regiments  can 
at  present  conveniently  mount ;  but  if  I  should  find  this  to  be  the  case, 
I  shall  distribute  them  among  the  other  regiments,  and  I  imagine  that 
they  will  not  be  a  burthen  to  the  army. 

In  the  present  situation  of  the  army,  much  time  and  expense  would  be 
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saved  if  a  dep^t  were  formed  for  this  army  at  Falmouth,  preferably,  or  at 
Plymouth,  if  it  should  not  be  possible  to  form  one  at  Falmouth,  of  those 
articles  of  camp  equipment  and  military  ordnance  and  medical  stores,  of 
which  the  army  are  daily  in  want ;  and  that  orders  should  be  given  to  the 
storekeepers  of  this  depdt  to  send  out  such  articles  as  I  might  from  time 
to  time  require,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  if  the  depots  were 
formed  at  Lisbon. 

I  enclose  lists  of  the  articles  which  should  be  lodged  in  these  depots  at 
Falmouth  or  Plymouth,  and  constantly  to  be  kept  complete  for  the  service 
of  the  British  army  only. 

I  likewise  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  any  money  which  your  Lord- 
ship may  have  to  send  to  the  army  may  be  transmitted  to  Santander,  there 
to  receive  further  directions. 

The  ships  which  will  bring  out  the  troops,  or  the  stores  required  from 
time  to  time  by  the  army,  might  take  back  such  wounded  or  sick  soldiers 
as  it  might  be  expedient  to  send  to  England  for  their  recovery.  By  these 
measures  the  troops  could  be  better  supplied  with  every  article  which 
they  require,  much  expense  would  be  saved,  and  the  army  would  be  re- 
lieved from  a  heavy  burthen. 

Hereafter,  when  the  clothing  for  the  regiments  in  this  country  would 
be  prepared,  it  might  be  sent  to  the  Btme  dep6t  at  Falmouth  or  Plymouth. 

To  Earl  BatbursL  Inirita,  9th  Jnly,  1813. 

In  reference  to  the  dispatch  (Na  62)  which  I  have  written  to  you  this 
d|gr,  regarding  the  formation  of  a  depot  at  Falmouth  for  the  supply  of 
this  army,  I  have  to  mention  that  it  would  be  very  convenient  if  5  or  6 

Q.  O.  Imrita.  fth  July,  181 S. 

I.  The  Commaoder  of  the  Forces  ia  anzious  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  ofBcen  of  tht 
army  to  the  difiereoce  of  die  tituation  in  which  they  have  been  hitherto  among  the  peoplft 
of  Portugal  and  Sratin,  and  that  b  which  they  may  hereafter  find  themselvei  amcng  tfaon 
of  the  frontiers  of  France. 

%  Every  military  precantioD  most  henceforward  be  used  to  obtain  intelligence  and  to 
prevent  surprise.  General  and  superior  officers  at  the  head  of  detached  corp  will  take  care 
to  keep  up  a  constant  and  regular  communication  with  the  corps  upon  their  right  and  left, 
and  with  their  rear ;  and  the  soldiers  and  their  followers  must  be  prevented  iVom  wandering 
to  a  distance  ftom  their  camps  and  cantonments  on  any  account  whatever. 

3.  Notwithstanding  that  these  precautions  are  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  country  in 
the  front  of  the  army  is  the  enemy's,  the  Ckimmander  of  the  Forces  is  particularly  desirous 
that  the  inhabitants  should  be  wdl  treated,  and  private  property  most  be  respected,  as  it 
has  been  hitherto. 

4.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  must  recollect  that  their  nations  are  at  war  with 
France  solely  because  the  ruler  of  the  French  nation  will  not  allow  them  to  be  at  peace, 
and  is  desirtnis  of  forcing  them  to  submit  to  his  yoke;  and  they  must  not  Ibtgct  tlmt  the 
worst  a(  the  evils  safiered  by  tlie  enemy  in  his  profligate  invasion  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  irregularities  of  the  soldiers,  and  their  cruelties  authorised 
and  encouraged  by  their  chiefs  towards  the  unfortunate  and  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the 
country. 

5.  To  revenge  this  conduct  on  the  peaceable  iiiliabitants  of  France  would  be  unmanly 
and  unworthy  of  the  nations  to  whom  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  now  addresses  himseli^ 
and  at  all  events  would  be  the  occasioo  of  similar  and  worse  evils  to  the  army  at  larce 
than  those  which  the  enemv's  army  have  suffered  in  the  Peninsula,  and  would  eventually 
prove  highly  iujurioiu  to  the  public  interests. 

^  6.  The  rules,  therefore^  which  have  been  observed  hitherto  in  requiring,  and  taking,  and 
giving  receifrts  for  supplies  from  the  country,  are  to  be  continued  in  the  villages  on  the 
French  frontier,  and  the  Commissaries  attached  to  each  of  the  armies  of  the  several  nations 
will  receive  the  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army  of  their  nations  respect- 
ing the  mode  and  period  of  paying  fur  such  supplies. 
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well  found  transports  or  store  ships,  not  drawing  more  than  12  feetwater» 
were  attached  to  this  dep6t.  Vessels  of  these  dimensions  can  enter  the 
river  of  Bilbao,  which  will  always  be  a  convenience.  Those  of  a  greater 
draught  of  water  cannot  go  higher  than  Portugalete ;  where,  however, 
unless  the  weather  should  be  very  bad,  the  cargoes  can  be  removed  into 
the  river  crafl.  Merchantmen,  and  even  ships  of  war  of  any  size,  to  those 
of  74  guns,  can  go  into  Santander  and  Pasages. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Irarita,  9tfa  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Lord  Keith,  in  regard 
to  the  naval  means  on  this  station,  which  don't  agree  exactly  with 
the  accounts  received  from  Sir  G.  Collier,  of  what  he  has  under  his 
command. 

I  send  your  Lordship,  by  this  occasion,  a  dispatch  on  the  subject  of  our 
future  communication  with  England,  and  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for 
our  future  supplies.  The  execution  of  these  measures,  however,  will  de- 
pend entirely  upon  our  having  means  of  communication  with  England  with 
celerity  and  certainty,  which  we  now  want 

I  wrote  to  Sir  G.  Collier  the  other  day  to  make  a  particular  disposition 
of  our  ships,  with  the  battering  train,  he  being  on  the  Hank  of  the  army 
at  Pasages,  to  blockade  San  Sebastian  by  sea ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
his  station  himself  for  the  purpose,  having  no  vessel  to  send.  This  is  not 
the  way  in  which  the  service  can  be  carried  on. 

I  don't  know  what  measures  to  take  about  our  vagabond  soldiers.  By 
the  state  of  yesterday,  we  had  12,500  men  less  under  arms  than  we  had  on 
the  day  before  the  battle.^  They  are  not  in  the  hospitals,  nor  are  they 
killed,  nor  have  they  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  as  prisoners ;  T 
have  sent  officers  with  parties  of  the  Cavalry  Staff  corps  in  all  directions 
after  them,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  of  them.  I  believe  they  are 
concealed  in  the  villages  in  the  mountains. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  ZubieCa,  10th  July,  1813. 

In  order  to  give  the  government  the  most  accurate  information  regarding 
the  recent  transactions  in  Catalonia,  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  general  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
a  private  letter  of  the  1th,  and  of  a  dispatch  and  its  enclosures  of  the  9th 
June,*  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  the  latter  giving  an  account  of 
the  attack  of  Fort  San  Felipe,  in  the  Coll  de  Balaguer ;  likewise  the  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the  30th  June,  and  of  a 
dispatch  and  private  letter  which  I  have  written  to  his  Lordship  in  answer 
thereto. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Zubieta,  10th  July,  1813. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  3d  inst.,  I  have  received  reports 
from  Gen.  Mina,  stating  that  Gen.  Clausel  had  marched  from  Zaragoza 
towards  Jaca.     I  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival  at  that  place. 

On  their  right  the  enemy  have  remained  nearly  in  the  same  situation 

*  See  notei  at  pp.  565-567. 
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since  they  crossed  the  Bidasoa,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  of  Irun.  Preiwi- 
rations  are  making,  and  are  already  in  great  forwardness,  to  attack  the  fort 
of  San  Sebastian,  of  which  I  am  in  hopes  that  we  shall  obtain  possession 
in  a  short  time  after  we  shall  have  broken  ground. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  right  and  left 
quite  into  France,  they  still  maintained  their  centre  in  strength  in  the 
valley  of  Baztan ;  of  which,  on  account  of  its  riches,  and  the  strong 
positions  it  affords,  they  appeared  determined  to  keep  possession,  and  had 
assembled  there  3  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  South,  under  the  command 
-r.of  Gen.  Gazan.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  having  been  relieved  from  the 
blockade  of  Pamplona,  dislodged  tliem  successively  from  all  their  positions 
on  the  4th,  5th,  and  7th  hist,  with  two  brigades  of  British,  and  one  of 
Portuguese  infantry  of  the  2d  division,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart,  and  with  one  brigade  of  Portuguese  infantry 
of  the  Conde  de  Amarante's  division,  under  the  command  of  the  Conde. 

The  last  post  which  the  enemy  occupied  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya,  between 
that  village  and  Urdax,  was  remarkably  strong;  and  the  fog  was  so  thick 
in  the  afternoon,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  troops  to  advance  beyond 
the  point  at  which  they  found  themselves  when  it  came  on.  The  enemy, 
however,  had  been  pushed  so  vigorously  up  to  that  point,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  their  post  in  the  night,  and  to  retire  into  France.  In 
all  these  affairs  the  troops  conducted  themselves  remarkably  well ;  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  was  much  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Lieut  Gen. 
the  Hon.  W.  Stewart,  and  of  the  Conde  de  Amarante. 

The  whole  of  our  right  being  thus  established  on  the  frontier,  I  am  pro- 
ceeding to  the  left,  in  order  to  superintend  the  operations  there. 

In  proportion  as  the  troops  have  returned  from  the  movement  which 
they  made  last  week  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  Gen.  Clausel,  I  have  em- 
ployed them  in  the  blockade  of  Pamplona,  a  measure  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  has  enabled  me  to  increase  our  force  in  the  mountains,  gives 
those  troops  some  repose,  which  they  require  after  the  marches  which  they 
have  made  in  the  last  2  months.  The  3d,  4th,  and  6th  divisions  are  now 
employed  in  the  blockade,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  works,  to  enable 
me  to  maintain  it  with  a  reduced  body  of  troops. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  tlie  progress  of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  since  the 
fall  of  Pancorbo ;  but  as  soon  as  he  shall  arrive  I  propose  to  give  his  troops 
a  few  days*  rest  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  that  time  I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  only  have  brought  to  a  termination  the  operations  of  the  siege  of 
San  Sebastian,  but  shall  have  heard  of  the  result  of  the  armistice  in 
Germany. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  last,  I  have  received  from  Lieut.  Gen. 
Lord  W.  Bentinck  a  letter  of  the  30th  ult  It  appears  from  other  accounts, 
that  the  Duque  del  Parque  had  retired  from  the  Jucar  on  the  25th,  with- 
out loss,  and  had  taken  up  again  the  position  of  Castalla.  Lord  W.  Ben- 
tinck had  received  accounts  of  the  battle  of  the  2 1st  June,  and  proposed 
to  move  forward  as  soon  as  it  should  be  in  his  power. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  when  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray  raised  the  siege 
of  Tarragona  and  embarked  his  army,  leaving  his  cannon,  he  did  not  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Valencia,  according  to  the  orders  which  I  had  given 
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him,  instead  of  disembarking   again,   and    remaining  at  the   CoU   de 
Balaguer. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded^  and  miMing,  from  the  4th  to  the  8th  July,  1813. 
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Portuguese  loss  included. 
To  Earl  Bathurst  Zubieta,  10th  July,  1813. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me  very  troublesome  about  our  want  of  ships 
of  war  on  these  coasts.  I  beg  leave,  however,  just  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  enclosed  from  Lieut.  Col.  Bourke,  mentioning  the  difficulties  under 
which  he  labors,  and  the  shifts  to  which  he  is  put  to  forward  our  stores 
from  Coruna  to  Santander.  Observe,  also,  that  these  stores  are  provisions 
and  military  stores  ordered  to  Coruna  long  before  1  marched  from  Fre- 
neda,  which  were  reported  to  be  embarked  in  the  Tagus,  and  ready  to  sail 
on  the  12th  May,  and  have  been  detained  till  lately  for  want  of  convoy. 
Then,  when  ordered  from  Coruna  to  Santander,  the  military  officer  there, 
for  want  of  a  vessel  of  war  of  any  kind,  is  obliged  to  do  the  best  he  can  to 
give  an  appearance  of  security  to  7  out  of  13  vessels;  which  appearance  is, 
in  fact,  no  security  at  all. 

I  am  certain  that  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  since  Great  Britain  has  been 
a  naval  power,  a  British  army  has  never  been  left  in  such  a  situation,  and 
that  at  a  moment  when  it  is  most  important  to  us  to  preserve,  and  to  the 
enemy  to  interrupt,  the  communication  by  the  coast  If  they  only  take 
the  ship  with  our  shoes,  we  must  halt  for  six  weeks !  Your  Lordship  will 
have  seen  that  the  blockade  of  the  coast  is  merely  nominal.  The  enemy  have 
reinforced  by  sea  the  only  two  posts  they  have  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  to  request  to  have  the  na- 
vigation of  the  coast  of  Spain  and  Portugal  secured  for  me,  without  which 
your  Lordship  must  not  expect  success. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Zubieta,  llth  July,  1813, 6  A.if. 

I  have  intelligence  that  you  have  in  your  front  the  whole  army  of  the 
South  between  Ainhou^  and  Urdax,  and  that  they  have  with  them  8  pieces 
of  cannon.  I  don't  think  they  will  attempt  any  thing ;  but  you  should 
order  up  Major  Tulloh's  9  pounders :  you  might  also  order  to  Lanz  the 
9  pounder  brigade  attached  to  the  2d  division. 

I  think  that  artillery  might,  with  very  little  improvement  to  the  road, 
be  taken  up  to  and  along  the  height  on  which  the  7th  division  is  placed. 
J^t  the  roads  up  the  hill  from  the  high  road  be  examined,  and  a  road  be 
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opened  for  the  artillery  along  the  height  to  the  post  occupied  by  Gen.  W. 
Stewart  on  the  Ith.  Let  the  road  likewise  be  examined  and  improved 
from  Elizondo  to  Les  Alduides,  and  from  thence  to  Byng's  post 

The  Light  division  have  their  artillery  with  them  at  San  Estevan,  and 
tlie  road  is  excellent  from  thence  to  Elizondo. 

To  Earl  Bathnnt  Hernani,  12th  July,  1813. 

You  will  see  by  my  recent  dispatches  that  we  are  in  a  good  position 
here.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  have  San  Sebastian ;  and  if  we  get  well  settled 
in  the  Pyrenees,  it  will  take  a  good  reinforcement  to  the  French  army  to 
drive  us  from  thence. 

My  future  operations  will  depend  a  good  deal  upon  what  passes  in  the 
north  of  Europe ;  and  if  operations  should  recommence  there,  upon  the 
strength  and  description  of  the  reinforcement  which  the  enemy  will  get 
in  our  front  However,  the  government  and  allies  may  depend  upon  it 
that  I  will  do  all  that  I  can. 

In  regard  to  my  going  to  Germany,  I  am  the  Prince  Regent's  servant, 
and  will  do  whatever  he  and  his  government  please :  but  I  would  beg 
them  to  recollect  that  the  great  advantages  which  I  enjoy  here  consist  in 
the  confidence  that  every  body  feels  that  I  am  doing  what  is  right,  which 
advantage  I  should  not  enjoy,  for  a  time  at  least,  in  Germany.  Many 
might  be  found  to  conduct  matters  as  well  as  I  can,  both  here  and  in  Ger- 
many ;  but  nobody  would  enjoy  the  same  advantage  here,  and  I  should  be 
no  better  than  another  in  Germany.  If  a  British  army  should  be  left  isx 
the  Peninsula,  therefore,  it  is  best  that  I  should  remain  with  it 

You  see  that  we  have  already  settled  the  question  of  the  Ebro  for  you ; 
and  by  a  letter  from  my  brother  of  the  3d,  I  see  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment have  settled  for  themselves  the  question  of  peace  with  Buonaparte. 
I  recommend  you  not  to  give  up  an  inch  of  Spanish  territory.  I  think  I 
can  hold  the  Pyrenees  as  easily  as  I  can  Portugal.  I  am  quite  certain  I  can 
hold  the  position  which  I  have  got  more  easily  than  the  Ebro,  or  any  other 
position  in  Spain.  I  will  go  further;  I  would  prefer  to  have  Joseph  as 
King  of  Spain,  without  any  cession  to  France,  (seeing  how  ready  all  the 
Buonaparte  family  are  to  separate  from  France,  and  notwithstanding  that 
he  is,  I  think,  the  least  likely  of  any  so  to  separate,)  than  to  have  Ferdinand 
with  the  Ebro  as  the  frontier.  In  the  latter  case  Spain  must  inevitably 
belong  to  the  French. 

I  understand  that  the  province  of  Galicia  is  submitting  quietly  to  the 
decrees  of  the  Cortes  about  the  Inquisition,  and  that  the  Archbishop  of 
Santiago  has  removed  into  Portugal.  I  am  inclined  to  advise  the  govern- 
ment not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  Spain,  at  least  directly. 
Jealousy  of  the  interference  of  foreigners  in  their  internal  concerns,  is  the 


G'  O.  Zubieta,  lllh  July,  18U. 

1.  The  Commaoder  of  the  Forcee  calU  the  attention  of  the  General  ufficen  and  Com. 
roanding  officers  of  regiments  in  a  very  particular  manner  to  the  ordeit  which  have  been 
given  for  the  regulaUon  of  the  march  of  the  baggage  of  the  army,  which  he  begs  may  be 
^Mended  to.  He  directs  that  the  b&tmen  and  men  attending  cattle  may  be  made  to  carry, 
their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  on  the  march  of  their  several  regiments  at  all 
times. 
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characteristic  of  all  Spaniards  ;  and  any  declaration  of  the  British  govern- 
ment against  the  Liberales  would  give  them  more  weight  and  power  than 
they  possess  already,  or  are  likely  to  possess.  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that 
their  violence  and  democratical  principles  will  induce  some  of  the  pro- 
vinces to  declare  against  them ;  and  then  would  he  the  time  for  the  British 
government  to  come  forward,  particularly  if  its  support  or  its  opinion 
should  he  asked  for.  But  if  such  a  crisis  should  not  occur,  I  rather  he- 
lieve  that  it  is  hest  for  the  British  government  to  wait  with  patience  for 
the  termination  of  all  this  folly,  till  a  regular  government  shall  he  esta- 
hlished  in  Spain. 

I  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the  *]X\\ 
from  San  Felipe,  and  another  of  the  same  date  from  Gen.  Elio,  from  Va- 
lencia. Suchet  has  retired  towards  the  Ebro,  leaving  a  garrison  of  2000 
men  in  Murviedro. 

Memonuidum.  Heraani,  18th  July,  1813. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  is  requested  to  order  such  troops  as  he 
may  think  proper,  of  the  1st  and  5th  divisions,  and  Gen.  Pack's  and  Gen. 
Bradford's  brigades,  to  invest  and  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  siege  of 
San  Sebastian,  from  the  blockade  of  which  fort  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Mendizahal  are  to  be  entirely  relieved. 

Gen.  Mendizahal  is  forthwith  to  detach  from  the  Ith  division  of 
the  9th  army  a  sufficient  body  of  troops,  with  those  now  there,  to  form 
and  insure  Uie  blockade  of  Santoiia,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
coming  out  at  all  from  that  place,  or  from  receiving  any  supplies  into  it 
by  land. 

Gen.  Mendizahal  will  have  such  works  constructed  as  will  enable  a 
small  body  of  troops  to  hold  this  blockade. 

The  remainder  of  the  troops  composing  the  Ith  division  of  the  4th 
army,  which  are  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Mendizahal,  not 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Santotia,  are  to  be  posted  on  the  heights  of 
Monte  Jaitzquibel,  in  the  rear  of  Fuenterrabia ;  having  posts  between 
Monte  Jaitzquibel  and  the  sea ;  which  Monte  they  are  to  hold.  They 
will  thus  secure  the  left  of  the  covering  army  of  the  siege. 

The  3d,  4th,  and  5th  divisions  of  the  4th  army,  together  with  such  of 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  troops  above  mentioned  as  will  not  be 
employed  in  the  siege,  are  to  cover  the  siege,  in  the  position  already  fixed 
upon,  until  Vera  shall  be  possessed  by  the  troops  on  the  right. 

The  troops  of  the  6th  division  of  the  4th  army,  under  Gen.  Longa,  are 
to  move  so  as  to  arrive  to-morrow  evening,  the  14th,  at  Aranaz,  Yanci, 
and  Lesaca ;  from  whence  they  will  communicate  with  the  Light  division 
of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  at  Sumbilla. 

Those  at  Yanci  and  Aranaz  will  move  along  the  left  of  the  Bidasoa  on 
the  following  morning  of  the  15th,  towards  Vera,  when  they  will  find  that 
the  Li^t  division  will  have  passed  along  the  right  of  the  river,  beyond 
the  bridge  of  Cinco  Villas. 

Those  at  Leeaca  to  consist  of  1000  men,  to  move  at  the  same  time  upon 
Vera  by  Salain. 
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One  brigade  of  the  division  of  the  4th  army,  now  at  Oyarzun,  are  to 
move  very  early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  15th  by  San  Antonio  tO¥rardB 
Salain,  so  as  to  co-operate  in  the  attack  upon  Vera. 

The  troops  of  the  7th  division  of  the  4th  army  will  show  themselves  on 
Monte  Jaitzquibel  on  the  morning  of  the  15th. 

To  Lieut  Oen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  San  Esteran,  14th  July,  IS  13. 

I  arrived  here  this  afternoon.    I  have  opened  your  letter  to  Murray. 

It  would  appear  that  the  enemy  have  reinforced  their  left,  towards  St 
Jean  Pied  de  Port ;  and  I  should  besides  conclude  that  Clausel,  who  was 
in  the  valley  of  Aisa  on  the  9th,  has  by  this  time  passed  on  to  Oleron, 
and  is  in  communication  with  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port. 

I  ordered  Gen.  Clinton,  two  days  ago,  to  march  to  Lanz  with  the  6th 
division,  where  I  believe  he  has  arrived  this  day ;  and  I  have  ordered  Sir 
L.  Cole,  with  the  4th  division,  to  move  from  the  blockade  upon  the  road 
towards  Roncesvalles.  He  may  march  to-morrow ;  but  probably  not  till 
next  day.  Sir  T.  Picton  likewise  with  the  3d  division  will  march  to 
Olague,  on  the  road  to  Lanz  and  to  Egui,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved 
in  the  blockade  by  the  corps  under  Gen.  O'Donell,  which  is  at  Puentc  la 
Reyna,  3  leagues  from  Pamplona,  and  is  ordered  to  take  the  blockade. 
The  truth  is,  that  having  two  objects  in  hand,  viz.,  the  siege  of  San  Sebas- 
tian and  the  blockade  of  Pamplona,  we  are  not  so  strong  on  any  point  as 
we  ought  to  be.  These  movements,  when  effected,  will  render  us  full 
strong  enough  for  any  thing. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhouric.  Henuni,  Hth  July.  ISIS. 

An  instruction  has  been  tent  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  to  more  the  Spanish  corps  under 
his  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Pamplona,  and  to  take  upon  himself  the  blockade  of  tliat 
fortress. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  so  good,  therefore^  as  communicate  without  loss  of  time  with  the 
Conde  de  la  Bisbal  upon  the  subject  of  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
British  troops  now  before  Pamplona  under  your  orders ;  and  as  soon  as  the  Spanish  corps 
has  taken  the  duties  of  the  blockade,  you  will  be  so  good  as  direct  the  4th  division  to 
march  to  Linsoain,  where  it  will  be  in  reserve  to  support  the  troops  under  Bfajor  Gen. 
Byng  in  the  passes  of  Roncesvalles;  and  the  3d  division  to  march  to  Olague.  I  beg  you 
will  apprise  me  of  the  day  when  esuch  of  these  divisions  will  move,  as  soon  as  the  arrange- 
ments for  their  relief  have  been  fixed. 

In  the  event  of  both  divisions  not  moving  on  ihe  same  day  from  before  Pamplona,  it  will 
be  desirable  that  the  4th  division  should  be  the  first  to  march. 

When  your  Lordship  has  made  over  the  duties  of  the  blockade  of  Pamplona  to  the  Caode 
de  la  Bisbal,  Lord  Wellington  directs  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  resume  the  command  of 
the  7th  division,  which  is  at  present  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Elisondo. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  further  respecting  the  distributioo  of  the  cavalry 
at  present  before  Pamplona. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  direct  Major  GK>ldfinch,  of  the  Royal  engineers,  to  contiiros 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pamplona,  under  the  onlers  of  the  'Conde  de  la  Biibal,  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie.  Hemsni,  Uth  July,  ISIS. 

Upon  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  moving  forward  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Pamplona,  you  will 
be  so  good  as  diVect  Major  Gen.  Long  to  march  the  1 3th  light  dragoons  into  cantouments 
upon  ^  road  towards  Koncesvalles,  extending  these  cantonments  no  farther  forward  than 
the  village  of  Zubiri,  and  reporting  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  the  date  when  the  rogimsot 
will  arrive  tiiere. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  also  as  to  order  Maior  Gfen.  Fane*s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
and  the  4th  Portuguese  legt.  of  cavalry,  to  caiifon  in  the  direction  of  Monreal  and  Saii- 
gUesa  at  the  same  period. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN,  597 

I  shall  not  complete  the  movement  upon  Vera  to-morrow,  unless  I 
should  be  able  to  see  well ;  however  necessary  it  may  be  to  protect  the 
siege  of  San  Sebastian,  that  we  should  have  command  there.  Considering 
how  ticklish  our  atfairs  are  to  the  right,  I  think  you  had  better  not  your- 
self quit  Elizondo,  but  endeavor  to  have  an  early  communication  with 
Campbell  and  Byng ;  and  let  me  hear  from  you  by  Echalar.  I  shall  be 
with  the  Light  division  in  the  morning  ;  but  think  that  my  quarters  will 
be  at  Sumbilla,  or  perhaps  here. 

I  write  to  Gen.  Clinton,  at  Lanz,  to  desire  him  to  endeavor  to  find  a 
road  to  Egui  from  Lanz,  or  to  Roncesvalles.  I  know  that  he  can  go  to 
the  former  from  Olague. 

If  you  should  find  that  Byng  is  attacked,  order  Gen.  Clinton  to  move 
upon  Roncesvalles  by  Egui  and  Espinal. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  H.  Clinton,  K.B.  Son  Krteran,  Uth  July,  1813,  7  p.m. 

I  believe  that  you  will  be  at  Lanz  either  this  day  or  to-morrow ;  and  I 
shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if,  on  your  arrival  there,  you  will  have 
the  road  reconnaitred  from  thence  to  Egui,  on  the  road  from  Pamplona 
towards  Les  A.lduide8;  and  the  road  from  Egui  to  Espinal,  on  the  road 
from  Pamplona  to  Roncesvalles. 

I  request  you  likewise  to  have  the  road  reconnaitred  from  Lanz  to  San 
Estevan. 

I  see,  in  a  gazette  of  the  3d,  that  you  are  appointed  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  on  which  I  congratulate  you. 

Au  06n.  Conde  dt  la  Bisbal.  San  Estevan,  ce  U  Juillet,  1813,  7  p.m. 

Le  Chef  d'Etat  Major  vous  aura  <k;rit  ce  matin  pour  vous  prier  de  vous 
charger  du  blocus  de  Pampelune,  et  le  Lieut.  G^n.  Lord  Dalhousie  vous 
aura  donn^  tous  les  ordres  et  renseignemens  qu'il  a  \k  dessus.  Je  crois  que 
les  ouvrages  sont,  k  peu  pr^,  si  non  tout  k  fait,  finis ;  et  j 'attends  que  les 
24  canons  que  j'ai  mandtfs  de  Vitoria  pour  les  armer,  et  qui  sont  partis  le 
1 1,  soyent  arrivt^. 

Je  vous  prie  d'en  faire  armer  les  redoutes  et  batteries  selon  les  ren- 
seignemens que  vous  donnera  Pingt^nieur  qui  les  a  construites,  de  les  faire 
servir  par  Tartillerie  attach^  k  votre  corps ;  et  de  me  faire  dire  s'il  vous 
faut  quelque  chose.  lis  sont  traintis  par  des  boeufs  du  pays,  et  je  vous 
prie  de  donner  Tordre  qu'on  laisse  repartir  ces  boeufs  pour  Vitoria,  od  ils 
vont  encore  trainer  des  canons  k  la  mer,  pour  le  compte  du  gouvemement 
Espagnol. 

Vous  aurez  appris  que  les  Fran^ais  ont  qmM  Saragosse,  oii  le  Gen. 
Mina  est  depuis  le  10.  Clausel,  apres  avoir  d(^pos<$  un  convoi,  je  crois, 
en  Jaca,  est  passtJ  par  Verdun,  d'oti  il  a  marcht^  par  la  vallt^  d'Aisa.  J'ai 
entendu  son  arrivt^  Ik  le  9.  Mais  il  doit  avoir  passt5  en  France,  et  6tre 
d^jk  en  communication  avec  la  gauche  de  I'ennemi  k  St.  Jean  Pied 
de  Port 

Nous  ferons  le  sit^ge  de  San  Sebastien  avec  notre  gauche,  et  nous 
couvrons  cette  op<$ration  et  le  blocus  de  Pampelune  dans  ces  gorges.  II 
me  parait  que  rien  ne  peut  vous  interrompre  sur  vos  derrieres.     Mais  j'ai 
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des  officiers  k  Sanguesa,  qui  observent  ce  qui  se  passe  en  Aragon  et  dans 
les  vall^  qui  y  aboutissent ;  et  je  leur  ordonne,  par  la  lettre  incluae,  de 
communiquer  avec  tous.  Toute  notre  cavalerie  aussi  est  entre  Pam- 
pdune  et  TEbrc,  et  je  vous  prie  de  communiquer  avec  le  Lieut.  CUJn.  Sir 
S.  Cotton,  qui  la  commande,  et  qui  est  k  Tafalla;  et  avec  le  Gi^n.  Mina 
par  Tudela  k  Saragosse.  J'ai  assez  de  forces  en  n^rve  dans  ces  mon- 
tagnes ;  et  je  pourrai  toujours  venir  k  votre  secours  en  cas  de  mouvement 
par  les  vallt^  qui  aboutissent  en  Aragon.  Je  vous  mets  au  blocus  de 
Pampelune  seulement  pour  donner  quelque  repos  k  mes  troupes ;  et  je 
compte  vous  relever  bientdt.  Je  vous  prie  de  me  (aire  savoir  combien 
d'armes  k  feu  il  vous  faut  pour  votre  cavalerie,  pour  que  je  les  dte  ^  mon 
n^iment  et  aux  Gardes  du  corps. 

To  Don  Roman  Losada.  Lesaca,  14th  July,  1813. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
Ae  very  handsome  sword  belonging  to  the  pretended  King,  which  you 
did  me  the  favor  to  present  to  me,  and  which  I  have  received  with  satis* 
faction,  as  a  testimony  of  regard  from  an  officer  for  whom  I  have  every 
reason  to  entertain  the  greatest  respect. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Piclon,  K.B.  Lesaca,  16th  July,  1818^ 

Gen.  Pakenham  has  given  me  your  letter  of  the  10th,  with  its  enclosures;, 
which  has  given  me  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness,  as  I  have  always  been 
anxious  that  all  parts  of  a  great  action,  like  that  of  the  21st  June,  should 
correspond  with  the  general  result. 

Your  letter  to  Gen.  Brisbane  of  the  8th  is  so  positive,  that  it  leaves 
nothing  to  desire  in  the  way  of  official  information ;  and  if  you  should 
diink  that  you  cannot  be  mistaken  in  what  you  therein  state,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  there  is  no  alternative,  and  that  the  Commanding  officer  of 
the  regimeiit  must  be  put  in  arrest  and  brought  to  trial. 

The  disposition  for  the  action  was  for  the  Sd,  4th,  and  Light  divisions 
to  attack  the  hill  in  front  of  Arinez,  which  hill  the  enemy  abandoned. 
The  riflemen  of  the  Light  division  were  the  first  to  ascend  the  hill ;  and 
I  went  up  immediately  after  them,  in  order  to  see  the  disposition  made 
by  the  enemy  on  their  retreat  beyond  it.  The  —  came  up  next,  in 
extreme  disorder;  and  I  halted  them  and  made  them  form  under  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  the  95th  being  stopped  by  the  fire  of  one  or  two  bat- 
talions of  the  enemy,  formed  on  its  declivity  between  the  top  and  Arifiez. 
As  soon  as  formed,  the  —  advanced  in  good  order,  and  attacked  and 
drove  this  body  into,  and,  as  I  thought,  through  Arinez.  But  I  cannot 
recollect  to  have  seen  more  of  them  till  some  time  afterwards,  when 
they  were  formed  behind  the  church  and  walls  of  the  village,  on  oar 
side  of  it 

The  —  came  up  the  hill  next  to  the  — ,  and  I  made  them  form  before 
they  went  down ;  and  1  think  that  the  —  were  formed  at  the  village  when 
the  —  went  to  them. 

My  attention  was  taken  up  by  other  objects,  particularly  by  the  desire 
that  the  troops  should  form  before  they  moved  forward ;  and  I  cannot  say 
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that  I  saw  the  conduct  of  the  —  after  they  had  passed  the  brow  of  the  hill 
for  some  time,  and  then  I  saw  them  formed  behind  the  village.  I  think 
Uie  question  would  rest  entirely  upon  the  numbers  that  went  through  the 
village.  If  the  light  infantry  went  through  the  village,  and  were  driven 
back,  it  would  be  nothing ;  if  the  whole  regiment,  it  becomes  a  serious 
matter. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  adverting  to  the  desire  in  which  we 
must  all  participate,  that  there  should  be  no  discussion  on  the  conduct  of 
any  part  of  the  army  which  gained  such  a  victory,  I  would  request  you  to 
consider  whether  your  censure  would  not  apply  exclusively  to  the  light 
infantry  or  other  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  —  regt  If  it  would  not,  we 
must  bring  the  Major  to  a  Court  Martial. 

To  Don  A.  A.  de  la  Vega,  Infanzon.  Letaca,  I6th  Jal3r,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  2d,  and  I  am  very  much  flattered 
by,  and  obliged  to  you  for,  your  congratulations  on  our  recent  success 
here,  which  I  hope  will  be  attended  by  the  most  important  consequences 
to  your  country  and  the  world.  I  will  not  detain  you  longer  than  to 
assure  you  of  my  esteem  and  regard. 

An  Lieut.  G^n.  Ck>mte  Reille.  Au  Quartier  G^n^ial,  ce  16  Juillet,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  10  Juillet  Je  crois  que 
votre  aide  de  camp,  M.  le  Chef  d'Escadron  Bruce,  est  dt^a  parti  pour 
s'embarquer  pour  TAngleterre ;  mais  jVcris  pour  le  faire  revenir,  si  on 
pent  le  trouver  sur  la  route ;  et  je  serai  bien  aise  de  lui  6tre  utile  jusqu'a 
ce  qu'on  puisse  faire  son  (^change.  Si,  par  hasard,  il  (Stait  d^jk  embarque, 
je  n'aurai  aucune  difficult<$  &  le  faire  renvoyer  en  France,  quand  il 
conviendra  k  votre  Excellence  de  renvoyer  un  officier  en  (^change 
pour  lui. 

To .  Leeaca,  16th  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  from  Roncesvalles,  and  Sir  R. 
Hill  has  transmitted  to  me  that  which  you  wrote  him  on  the  14th  from 
Ochagavia. 

In  the  former  you  tell  me  that  you  had  received  intelligence  from 
Ochagavia  of  that  date  that  Clausel  had  arrived  at  Oleron,  which  intelli- 
gence was  confirmed  by  other  accounts,  stating  that  the  troops  under 
Taupin  had  been  at  Anso,  Verdun,  and  S**  Engracia.  In  the  latter, 
however,  that  of  the  14th,  you  say  that  Clausel  had  united  his  forces  on 
the  11th  and  12th  at  Jaca.     Which  of  these  stories  am  I  to  believe? 

It  is  not  unaccountable  that  you  should  receive  intelligence  at  the 
same  time,  or  at  nearly  the  same  time,  to  different  purports;  but  it 
is  very  desirable  that,  when  you  do  receive  such  intelligence,  you 
should  endeavor  to  ascertain  which  is  true,  and  observe  yourself,  in  your 
report,  the  difference  of  that  intelligence  from  that  which  you  had  trans- 
mitted before,  and  your  reason  and  ^e  facts  for  believing  one  rather  than 
the  other. 

I  have  already  mentioned  this  before,  and  repeat  it  now. 
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To  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent.  LeMca,  16(h  ivHj,  1819. 

I  trast  your  Royal  Highness  will  receive  grttciously  my  humble  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  honor  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  conferred  upon 
me  by  your  approbation,  for  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  and  for 
the  last  distinguished  mark*  of  your  Royal  Highness"  favor.  Even  if  I 
had  not  been  supported  and  encouraged  as  I  have  been  by  your  Royal 
Highness'  protection  and  favor,  the  interest  which  I  feel  for  the  cause 
which  your  Royal  Highness  so  powerfully  supports  would  have  induced 
me  to  make  every  exertion  for  its  success.  I  can  evince  my  gratitude 
for  your  Royal  Highness'  repeated  favors  only  by  devoting  my  life  to 
your  service. 

To  n.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York.  Lesaca,  IGrii  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  recdving  your  Royal  Highness*  letter  of  the 
3d  feist.,  and  I  am  much  flattered  by  your  Royal  Highness'  notice  of  our 
success  here,  and  much  obliged  by  your  concurrence  in  the  mark  of  dis- 
tinction which  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  pleased  to  confer 
upon  me.  I  have  received  too  many  marks  of  your  Royal  Highness' 
favor  not  to  be  certain  that  the  objections  which  you  say  you  had  enter- 
tained to  my  obtaining  this  mark  of  distinction  were  founded  upon  your 
sense  of  justice  to  my  brother  officers,  my  seniors,  and  upon  what  was 
fitting  for  the  public  service. 

I  hope  that  I  shall  be  found  incapable  of  founding  any  pretension  upon 
this  extraordinary  mark  of  the  Royal  favor,  and  that  T  shall  never  give 
your  Royal  Highness  reason  to  regret  that  you  had  concurred  in  its 
being  conferred  upon  me. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Gmbam,  K.B.  Lenca,  16th  July,  1813,  8}  p.m. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning  just  now.  We  have  heard 
no  firing  during  the  day,  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  the  convent  has  sur- 
rendered. We  made  the  siege  of  Badajoz  with  the  3d,  4th,  and  Light 
divisions  of  the  army,  not  amounting  to  11,000  men,  and  the  detachments 
of  the  working  parties  and  the  guards  for  the  trenches  were  very  large. 
In  this  siege  no  guards  are  required,  at  least  on  one  side,  and  the  work  is 

comparatively  trifling ;  but  I  never  saw  a  siege  in  which and 

would  not  employ  the  whole  army  if  they  could.     There  can 

In  1813. 

*  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  to  Field  Manhal  tbe  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.O. 

Carltun  Houae,  3d  July,  1813. 

Your  glorious  conduct  is  beyond  all  human  praise,  and  far  above  my  reward :  1  know 
no  language  the  world  affords  worthy  to  express  it  I  feel  I  have  nothing  left  to  say,  but 
most  devoutly  to  offer  up  my  prayer  of  gratitude  to  Providence,  that  it  has,  in  its  omnipo* 
tent  bounty,  blessed  my  country  and  myself  with  such  a  General.  You  have  sent  me, 
among  tlie  trophies  of  your  unrivalled  fame,  tbe  staff  of  a  French  Marshal,  and  I  send  you 
in  return  that  of  England. 

The  British  army  will  hail  it  with  rapturous  entliusiasm,  while  the  whole  universe  will 
acknowledge  (hose  valorous  exploits  which  have  so  imperiously  called  for  it. 

That  uninterrupted  health  and  still  increasing  laurels  may  continue  (o  crown  you 
through  a  glorious  and  long  career  of  life,  are  the  never  ceasing  and  most  ardent  wishes  of^ 
my  dear  Lord,  your  very  sincere  and  faithful  friend,  G.  P.  R. 
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be  no  reason,  however,  why  the  ]st  division  should  not  be  employed,  at 
least  in  the  right  attack ;  and  all  the  troops  employed  in  the  siege,  ex- 
cepting the  guards  which  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  trenches, 
and  the  artillery  to  work  the  guns,  must  be  considered  disposable  to 
cover  the  siege  and  to  maintain  the  position  which  covers  the  har- 
bour of  Pasages,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  interrupt  the 
operation. 

I  did  not  understand  from  Major  Smith  that  he  wished  to  have  more 
guns  on  the  hill  than  2 ;  and  he  appeared  to  think  the  distance  too  great 
for  even  those  2.  If  he  had  thought  more  necessary,  he  might  have  had 
them ;  for,  according  to  his  arrangement,  there  were  left  4  24  pounders 
in  the  store  ships,  which  4  I  have  since  settled  should  be  in  battery,  with 
4  more  borrowed  from  the  Surveillanie, 

The  officers  of  the  engineers  and  artillery  are  the  best  judges  of  these 
matters,  however,  and  may  alter  their  opinions  as  well  as  others  ;  and  if 
they  wish  to  have  4  instead  of  2  guns  upon  the  hill,  they  must  only  re- 
duce the  fire  below,  or  borrow  2  more  guns  from  Sir  G.  Collier,  in 
addition  to  the  6  they  have  already. 

I  hope  tliat  you  will  have  the  convent  at  least  to-day,  before  the  fire 
opens  from  the  sand  hills,  otherwise  the  breach  will  be  made  before  you 
are  prepared  to  storm,  and  to  support  the  storm  by  your  establishment  on 
the  isthmus.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary  here.  Lieut.  Reid  has  dis- 
covered a  gun  road,  as  he  reports,  from  hence  to  Oyarzun. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Gfuham,  K.B.  Letaca,  17th  July,  1813,  noon. 

Reflecting  upon  your  want  of  troops  for  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian, 
and  at  the  same  time  upon  the  necessity  of  having  a  sufficient  corps, 
particularly  of  red  coats,  to  co-operate  in  covering  it,  I  conceive  that  it 
is  desirable  that  the  following  disposition  should  be  made.  Ist;  That 
such  a  number  of  British  and  Portuguese  troops  as  are  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  works  on  the  side  of  the  convent,  and  to  maintain  the  ground  and 
keep  the  blockade  on  that  side,  should  be  encamped  on  that  side;  and 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  troops  should  be  encamped  nearly  where  the  1st 
division  are  now. 

Every  morning  at  daylight  a  detachment  should  march  from  the  latter, 
of  sufficient  strength  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  trenches  on  the  attack 
from  the  side  of  the  sand  hills,  reckoning  upon  4  reliefs  in  24  hours  for 
the  working  parties,  and  2  reliefs  in  24  hours  for  the  covering  parties, 

G.  O.  LeMca,  17th  July,  IMIS. 

1.  The  time  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  it  occupied  very  much  by  complaints  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  of  the  use  of  the  green  corn  by  the  cavalry,  without  giving 
regular  receipts.  These  complaints  are  made  particularly  of  Major  Gen.  V.  Alten's 
brigade. 

a.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  again  requests  the  General  officers,  and  officers  com- 
manding regiments,  to  attend  to  tiiis  point. 

3.  It  is  most  desirable,  as  well  for  the  inhabitants  as  for  the  army  itself,  that  tlie  green 
and  uuthrashed  com  should  not  be  used  as  forage :  and  considering  that  tlM*re  is  still  so 
much  gnm  in  the  country,  it  appears  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that  the  use  of  green 
and  unthrashed  com  might  be  entirely  avoided ;  at  all  events,  if  it  is  necessary  to  use  forage 
of  this  description,  it  must  be  regularly  taken,  and  regular  receipts  given  for  what  is  taken. 
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that  is,  if  any  coyering  parties  are  thought  necessary  on  that  side.  The 
parties  coming  off  duty,  with  the  exception  of  those  immediately  employed 
in  the  trenches,  might  march  on  their  return  likewise  at  daylight.  Tliese 
troops  might  be  cantoned,  during  their  tour  of  duty,  in  the  houses  on  the 
high  road  from  Pasages  to  San  Sebastian,  from  whence  they  might  relieve 
the  parties  in  the  trenches  every  6  or  12  hours. 

To  Lieat  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Letaoa,  17th  July,  1818,  5^  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  note  of  noon  this  day,  and  congratulate  you 
upon  taking  the  redoubt  and  convent. 

In  writing  to  you  last  night  I  stated  that  you  ought  to  have  possession 
of  the  convent  24  hours  before  the  fire  should  begin  from  the  batteries 
on  the  sand  hills.  Considering  the  work  to  be  performed  on  the  convent 
heights,  however,  and  to  connect  the  burnt  village  with  the  convent,  and 
on  the  esplanade  on  the  left  of  the  burnt  village,  I  should  think  you  ought 
to  have  that  ground  longer  than  I  had  before  mentioned.  As  it  is  probable 
that  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the  sand  hills  will  make  a  breach  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  would  be  better  probably  that  they  should  not  be  opened, 
unless  they  can  be  turned  to  destroy  the  defences  of  the  horn  work,  till 
all  the  works  at  the  convent,  and  on  the  esplanade,  and  at  the  burnt  vil- 
lage, shall  be  finished. 

To  Hif  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B  Lesaca,  17th  Julj,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  July,  and  I  beg  you  will  tell  the 
government  that  I  am  quite  certain  that  no  expedient  will  answer  to  get 
from  the  merchants  the  real  truth,  excepting  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  me  about  15  months  ago.  £very  thing  else  is  a  cover  for 
fraud,  and  fraud  will  be  the  consequence. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart,  K.B.  Lesaca,  18th  July,  1813. 

As  I  expect  every  day  the  arrival  of  the  ships  at  Bilbao  with  the  troops 
and  horses,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should,  without  loss  of  time,  send  a 
steady  officer  to  superintend  their  disembarkation  and  preparations  for 
their  march  to  join  their  regiments ;  and  an  officer  or  two,  and  a  farrier 
from  each  regiment,  to  march  the  detachments  up.  I  will  order  those 
from  the  1st  hussars  and  13th  and  14th  light  dragoons,  which  are  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

P.S.  I  shall  write  a  letter  to  the  magistrate  at  Bilbao,  which  I  will  send 
you  by  to-morrow's  post,  to  be  given  to  this  officer. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lettca,  18th  July,  1813,  7  jl,m. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  evening  I  have  seen  Gen.  Murray,  who 
has  explained  to  me  that  the  great  difficulty  which  you  experience  is  the 
want  of  means  of  transport  from  the  country,  and  that  the  men  are  obliged 
to  carry  up  the  ammunition  from  the  shipping. 

I  recommend  to  you  to  use  the  ammunition  mules  attached  to  both 
the  divisions,  and  to  Pack's  and  Bradford's  brigades,  in  the  carriage  of  the 
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ammunition  to  the  place  nearest  to  the  trenches  to  which  they  can  go  in 
safety.  These  would  go  iar  to  provide  for  the  service  of  the  batteries  on 
the  sand  hills  and  heights,  the  landing  place  being  so  near. 

The  carriages  attached  to  the  18  pounders,  and  the  other  carriages  of 
the  field  artillery  which  is  about  Hemani,  would,  I  should  think,  keep  the 
18  pounders  supplied  on  the  other  side.  At  all  events,  these  carriages  and 
the  few  carts  of  the  country  which  there  are  would  do  it. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Campbell,  Gibraltar.  Letaca,  18tb  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  intimation  from  the  Sec.  of  State  that  you  have  received 
orders  from  his  Lordship  to  send  to  the  army  the  37th  regt.,  when  the  2d 
batt.  84th  regt  shall  arrive  at  Gibraltar ;  and  I  request  you  to  direct  ^at 
they  may  proceed  to  Santander  for  orders. 

I  request  that  the  regiment  may  be  supplied  with  a  blanket,  canteen, 
and  havresack,  for  each  man ;  with  bill  hooks,  one  for  every  10  men ;  with 
tin  camp  kettles  in  bags,  one  for  every  6  men ;  and  with  the  following 
proportion  of  intrenching  tools : 

5  spades,  5  shovels,  5  felling  axes,  5  pickaxes. 

I  likewise  request  that  the  regiment  may  be  provided  with  the  follow- 
ing tents : 

3  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  each  company,  1  for 
officers  of  each  company,  1  for  each  Field  officer,  1  for  Paymaster,  1  for 
Surgeon  and  assistants,  1  for  adjutant  and  quarter  master. 

To  the  Officer  of  the  Q.  M.  O.'t  departmeDt  at  Santander.        LeHu»,  18th  July,  1813. 

In  case  any  ships  should  arrive  at  Santander,  having  troops  on  board,  I 
beg  that  you  will  direct  all  those  having  infantry  on  board  to  proceed  to 
Pasages,  and  all  those  having  cavalry  on  board  to  proceed  to  Bilbao. 

To  Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  LeMoa,  18th  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  Sec.  of  State,  in 
which  he  desires  that  I  will  acquaint  you  where  I  wish  the  troops  now  ex- 
pected from  £ngland  and  Ireland  should  disembark,  in  order  that  you  may 
station  a  cruiser  off  Cape  Machichaco  to  give  them  their  instructions. 
Accordingly,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  direct  that  all 
the  ships  having  infantry  on  board  may  proceed  to  Pasages,  and  all  having 
cavalry  and  horses  on  board  may  proceed  to  Bilbao. 

To  tbe  Commi«ionen  of  Transport.  Letaca,  18th  July,  1813. 

The  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  of  the  South  having  per- 
mitted Hospital  mate  M'Culloch,  who  was  left  in  charge  of  some  sick  at 
Salamanca  in  November  last,  to  return  to  the  British  army,  I  will  thank 
you  to  send  to  France,  in  exchange  for  him,  M.  Viennt^,  Commissaire  des 
gtterreSy  who  was  taken  last  year  at  Badajoz,  and  is  supposed  to  be  now  a 
prisoner  in  England. 

I  shall  also  be  much  obliged  to  you  if,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  M. 
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Houze,  who  was  taken  on  the  18th  June,  you  will  permit  him  to  return 
to  France  without  exchange ;  Gen.  Maucune,  to  whom  he  was  secretary^ 
having  allowed  Lieut.  Royal,  of  the  6l8t  regt.,  who  fell  into  his  hands  at 
Salamanca,  to  come  back  to  the  British  army  in  the  month  of  January 
last  without  any  stipulation  whatever. 

Au  6^  Dumouriex.  Lesaco,  ce  18  JuiHet,  1819. 

II  y  a  bien  long  temps  que  je  ne  vous  ai  ecrit,  mais  je  n'avais  rien  k  vous 
dire  qui  pouvait  vous  interesser,  et  k  pnksent  m6me,  tout  ce  qui  pent  vous 
intt^resser  est  dans  les  journaux. 

Nous  faisons  le  sitfge  de  San  Sebastian  avec  notre  gauche,  et  nous  tenons 
Pampelune  (^troitement  bloque ;  et,  en  attendant,  je  refais  mon  armt^,  qui 
avoit  beaucoup  souffert  par  ses  marches  rapides  et  par  un  temps  terrible 
depuis  le  15  du  mois  pass«^.  Je  veux  voir  aussi  ce  que  les  Puissances 
d'Allemagne  vont  faire,  et  de  quel  c6Vi  le  Mar^chal  Suchet  ^  jettera,  avant 
de  me  trop  aventurer  en  France. 

Jusqu'^  prtbent  je  n'ai  eu  de  communication  avec  aucun  parti  mtkiontent 
en  France,  quoique  je  croye  qu'on  nous  attend,  et  qu'on  a  diablement  peur 
de  notre  approche.  L'autre  nuit  on  sonnait  les  cloches  k  Bordeaux,  k 
cause  du  feu,  et  toute  la  ville  etait  en  alarme,  croyant  que  nous  y  (^tions 
entrtls.  On  craint  la  vengeance  des  Espagnols  et  des  Portugais ;  mais  je 
vous  envoie  la  copie  d*un  ordre  *  que  j'ai  donn^  et  que  je  fais  circuler 
dans  le  pays,  qui  me  parait  valoir  mieux  que  mille  promesses  en  procla- 
mation, parceque  voilk  ce  qui  est  ordonnt^.  D'ailleurs,  les  proclamations 
ont  ^ti  tellement  abusties  dans  les  guerres  de  France  et  d'Espagne,  que 
jamais  je  n'ai  pu  me  rt^udre  k  en  faire  seulement  une. 

S'il  arrive  quelque  chose  d'inttfressant  qui  ne  soit  pas  public^  je  vous 
Tf^crirai,  et,  en  m^me  temps,  avec  mes  reflexions  comme  ci-devant ;  et  je 
vous  serai  bien  oblig^  des  opinions  que  vous  voudriez  bien  me  donner. 

Le  malheur  du  G($n.  Murray  m'aurait  M  bien  funeste  si  nous  avions 
raoins  de  succes  de  ce  coti^ci ;  mais  j'esp^re  que  les  affaires  iront  mieux 
k  present  de  ce  c6ii'\k. 

Je  ne  sais  pas  si  Suchet  a  encore  passed  I'Ebre. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.  Lesaca,  18th  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  can't 

recommend for  promotion,  because  I  have  had  him  in  arrest 

since  the  battle  for  disobeying  an  order  given  to  him  by  me  verbally. 
The  fact  is,  that,  if  discipline  means  habits  of  obedience  to  orders,  as  well 
as  military  instruction,  we  have  but  little  of  it  in  the  army.  Nobody  ever 
thinks  of  obeying  an  order ;  and  all  the  regulations  of  the  Horse  Guards, 
as  well  as  of  the  War  office,  and  all  the  orders  of  the  army  applicable  to 
this  peculiar  service,  are  so  much  waste  paper. 

It  is,  however,  an  unrivalled  army  for  fighting,  if  the  soldiers  can  only 
be  kept  in  their  ranks  during  the  battle ;  but  it  wants  some  of  those 
qualities  which  are  indispensable  to  enable  a  General  to  bring  them  into 

*  See  G.  O.,  9th  July,  1813,  p.  590. 
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the  field  in  the  order  in  which  an  army  ought  to  be  to  meet  an  enemy,  or 
to  take  all  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a  victory ;  and  the  cause  of 
these  defects  is  the  want  of  habits  of  obedience  and  attention  to  orders  by 
the  inferior  officers,  and  indeed,  I  might  add,  by  all.  They  never  attend 
to  an  order  with  an  intention  to  obey  it,  or  sufficiently  to  understand  it, 
be  it  ever  so  clear,  and  therefore  never  obey  it  when  obedience  becomes 
troublesome,  or  difficult,  or  important. 

When  we  were  in  pursuit  of  the  French  in  the  valley  of  Araquil, 

was  ordered  to  the  front  with  his .     Returning 

from  the  front  I  met  him,  and,  having  thought  it  would  be  better  to  send 
Sir  T.  Graham  with  the  left  of  the  army  by  the  high  road  to  Irun,  in 

addition  to  the  Spanish  troops,  I  determined  that 's ,  which 

had  been  with  Sir  Thomas  before,  should  accompany  him  again  if  he  was 
detached.  But  it  was  necessary  to  make  some  inquiries  about  roads  be- 
fore I  should  determine  to  detach  him.     I  desired  — to  halt  and 

canton  in  the  village  at  which  I  met  him,  and  not  to  move  from  it  till  he 
should  receive  further  orders  from  myself,  knowing  that  he  would  be  sent 
to  from  the  advanced  posts.  Notwithstanding  these  orders,  he  left  the 
village  in  the  morning,  before  the  orders  reached  him  to  join  Sir  Thomas ; 
and  he  got  forward  into  the  defile,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  him 
back  till  the  whole  column  had  passed.  I  consequently  put  hin^  in  arrest, 
and  had  determined  to  make  an  example  of  him ;  but  though  I  have  since 
released  him,  1  can't  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

To  Earl  Bathiint.  Lesaca,  18th  July,  1813. 

I  have  written  to  Sir  G.  Collier,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  instructions  of  the  5th  inst,  to  desire  that  the  ships  conveying 
the  infantry  detachments  to  the  army  may  be  brought  to  Pasages ;  those 
with  the  cavalry  to  Bilbao. 

I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  have  given  directions  that  every  man 
may  be  supplied  with  a  canteen,  havresack,  and  blanket ;  that  they  may 
have  bill  hooks  in  the  proportion  of  one  for  every  10  men ;  tin  camp 
kettles  in  bags  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  6  men,  and  that  the 
regiments  of  infantry  may  have  tents,  and  the  following  proportion  of 
intrenching  tools,  viz. :  5  spades,  5  shovels,  5  felling  axes,  5  pickaxes. 

7%tf  J,G.  to  Ueui,  Gen.  Sir  S.  Coiton,  KM,  18th  July,  1813. 

I  have  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  Major  Gen.  Fane's  letter 
desiring  to  know  the  extent  of  his  responsibility.  In  reply  I  am  to  rei^uest  you 
will  explain  to  Major  Gen.  Fane  that  the  right  column  of  the  army,  on  its  march 
to  the  position  which  it  now  occupies,  consisted  of  the  troops  which,  till  then,  had 
served  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  the  cavalry  which  had 
composed  the  2d  diviuon  forming  a  part  of  that  force.  The  officers  of  the  Staff 
attached  to  the  2d  division  of  cavalry  were  allowed  to  remain  with  the  senior 
General  officer  of  that  service  which  should  march  with  that  column,  in  order  to 
assist  him  in  the  performance  of  his  orders.  The  situation  of  the  army  at  present 
is  different,  the  cavalry  being  so  much  separated  from  tlie  infantry.  Under  any 
circumstances,  however,  his  Excellency  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
define  Mijor  Gen.  Fane's  command,  as  the  senior  officer  of  more  than  one  brigade 
of  cavalry,  acting  in  combination,  should  naturally  assume  the  command  of  the 
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whole,  without  any  order  or  reference.  If,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  case. 
Major  Gen.  Fane  does  not  want  the  assistance  of  the  Staff  above  alluded  to,  tliey 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  head  quarters  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 

7%«  j4,G.  to  Lieut.  CoL  Botnent^  A^.Q^  Ut  dmskm.  18th  Jol^  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  propriety  of  employing  the  light  bat* 
talious  of  the  K.  G.  L.  on  working  parties,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  they 
have  no  kind  of  privilege  by  whicn  tliey  should  be  exempt  from  the  most  irkmme 
duties  of  a  siege.  At  Bii^ajoz  the  95th  regt.  took  its  regular  turn  o[  working 
fatigue,  and  I  liardly  think  the  light  battalions  of  the  K.  G.  L.  have  an  equid 
claim  to  exemption  witl)  the  95th  reg^,  but  one  third  of  these  corps  being  armed 
with  rifles.  The  others  are  light  infantry,  who  cannot  receive  more  justice  than 
being  estimated  and  dealt  with  as  the  Light  di^dsion  always  has  been.  To  prove 
Uiat  our  light  troops  took  fatigue  as  well  as  covering  duty,  I  have  but  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  those  anxious  to  be  informed  that  the  duty  of  the  sfege  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  was  performed  divisionally,  and  that  every  kind  of  work  was  delivered 
over  to  the  relieving  corps. 

TV  J.G,  to  Miifor  Burton,  Viioria,  18th  July,  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 
your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  covering  a  general  report  of  Purveyor ,  on  non- 
observance  of  the  established  rules  of  admission  mto  hospital,  in  the  instance  of 
soldiers  disabled  from  wounds  at  the  battle  of  Vitoria,  and  who  now  chiefly  com- 
pose the  patients  remaining  in  that  depdt.  You  will  be  pleased  to  call  on  Mr. 
—  to  be  more  specific  in  nis  report,  to  enable  those  officers  to  be  brought  to  an 
account  who,  it  would  appear,  have  been  guilty  of  such  omission  in  a  outy  they 
were  left  in  rear  with  large  detachments  purposely  to  execute,  namely,  to  collect 
and  regularly  to  enter  the  wounded  of  their  respective  regiments  in  the  newly 
formed  hospitaL 

The  course  of  active  service  b  a  succession  of  difficulties,  to  the  overcoming  of 
which  the  G.  O.  of  this  army  are  proposed  as  a  guide.  His  Excellency  cannot, 
therefore,  admit  that  the  omission  or  deviation  on  the  part  of  Regimental  officers 
should  in  any  degree  justify  a  similar  disobedience  or  departure  &Qm  established 
rule  in  the  Purveyor's  department  Although  the  arms  and  accoutrements  de- 
livered in  at  the  hospital  may  have  been  few,  that  does  not  justify  the  irregularity 

of  repeated  exchange  reported  by  Mr. ,  and  much  less  does  it  warrant  the 

transfer  of  responsibility  from  the  Purveyor's  to  the  Ordnance  department  adopted 

by  Mr. to  disembarrass  himself  of  a  difficulty  now  hardly  to  be  remeoied. 

As  the  most  distinct  manner  of  explaining  to  the  department  that  such  unauthor- 
ised proceedings  will  not  be  suffered  to  pass  uncorrected,  you  will  be  pleased  to 

cause  Mr. to  be  placed  in  arrest,  and  call  on  that  officer  for  any  specific 

statement  on  his  part  which  may  lead  to  an  arrangement  of  the  irregularities 
•ubject  of  correspondence,  or  which  can  further  justify  his  conduct  in  the  eyes  of 
his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  19th  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  up  to  that  of  2  p.m.  of  yesterday.  I  think 
it  very  desirable  that  you  should  keep  as  many  troops  as  possible  assem- 
bled in  your  camp  in  front  of  Oyarzun.  If  the  march  from  thence  to  the 
chaussee  is  difficult  for  a  large  body  of  men,  it  might  be  made  at  different 
periods  of  the  day  by  the  troops,  as  they  should  be  required  for  the  reliefs 
in  the  trenches.  The  enemy  have  a  notion  that  we  have  only  one  British 
division  at  Oyarzun,  &c. 

On  reading  the  report  of  the  campaigns  of  the  western  Pyrenees  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  I  see  that  there  is  a  good  road 
from  Fuenterrabia  to  Pasages,  at  the  back  of  Monte  Jaitzquibel.  This 
road  should  be  looked  at,  and  how  far  it  is  covered  by  the  position  of 
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Mendizabal's  troops.  But  if  Giron's  position  between  the  Bidasoa  and 
Irun  is  a  good  one,  as  I  believe  it  is,  now  that  its  right  is  covered  by  the 
dibouch^^  that  road  will  be  safe,  and  the  object  will  be  to  support  Giron 
in  his  position.  The  troops  in  the  old  position  at  Ojarzun  will  be  near 
enough  for  that. 

J  hear  that  Clausel  has  marched  from  Jaca  to  Oleron,  and  is  approach- 
ing St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port.  Gen.  Paris  has  evacuated  Aragon ;  and  it 
appears  likewise  had  arrived  at,  and  was  about  to  quit  Jaca. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Suchet's  arrival  on  the  Ebro.  He  had  evacuated 
Valencia  on  the  5th.  Gen.  Elio  entered  that  city  on  the  7th,  and  Lord 
William  was  to  be  there  on  the  10th. 

P.S.  You  must  be  better  judges  on  the  spot  than  I  can  be ;  but  I  think 
the  town  wall  will  breach  easily  and  in  a  very  short  time,  and  that  you 
should  not  begin  to  batter  in  breach  till  you  shall  be  established  on  the 
esplanade. 

Au  O^n.  Don  P.  A.  Giron.  Leiacai,  ce  19  Juillet,  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  du  17,  avec  votre  demande  ofScielle  de  passer  au 
bains.  Vous  me  permettrez,  j'esp^re,  de  vous  dire  mon  sentiment  sur 
cette  demarche.  Vous  avez  raison  en  voulant  vous  soustraire  k  une 
punition,  car  e'en  est  une  de  vous  mettre  k  servir  dans  Tarmtfe  de 
Catalogne  en  grade  subalterne,  ayant  commanded  la  partie  disponible  de  la 
4™*  armee ;  punition  qui  est  donnee  non  seulement  sans  cause  quelconque, 
mais  au  moment  oh  vous  avez  TcdvixA  la  considtfration  du  gouvemement ; 
et  je  vous  donnerai  autant  qu'il  depend  de  moi  la  permission  d'aller  aux 
bains  que  vous  demandez. 

Mais  il  me  parait  que  vous  ferez  mal  de  quitter  votre  poste  jusqu'k  ce 
que  vous  soyez  relev^  par  I'officier  nommt^  par  le  gouvemement,  ou  du 
tout,  si  le  gouvemement  change  cette  nomination,  m^me  si  on  ne  vous 
avance  pas  selon  ma  proposition.  II  y  a  bien  de  la  difftfrence  entre  le 
ressentiment  pour  une  punition  non  mtfrittJe,  et  le  ressentiment  pour 
n'avoir  pas  re<ju  les  recompenses  dues  k  ses  services.  Tout  le  monde 
conviendrait  de  la  justice  de  Tun,  personne  de  I'autre ;  et  il  ne  faut  pas 
vous  mettre  dans  ce  cas  \k, 

Je  voudrais  avoir  le  croquis  et  la  description  de  la  position  que  vous 
occupez  k  prt^nt  Comme  nous  couvrons  k  prt^sent  entierement  votre 
flanc  droit,  je  crois  que  vous  prot^geriez  plus  eflBicacement  le  sie'ge  en 
occupant  cette  position  que  celle  de  Oyarzun.  Cela  d^pendra  beaucoup 
de  IMtendue  du  terrain  k  occuper.  Mais  il  faudrait  resserrer  votre  monde 
un  peu  vers  Irun  pour  pouvoir  donner  la  main  k  ceux  sur  la  Bidasoa  en 
cas  d'attaque.  J'ai  ^crit  hier  au  Gt^n.  Graham,  de  re-occuper  avec  les 
troupes  les  positions  qu'il  avait  quitted  et  de  1^  donner  le  monde  nc^ces- 
saire  pour  le  sit^ge. 

To  Gen.  Eipoz  y  Mitia.  Lesaca,  19th  July,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate 
you  upon  your  success. 
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We  are  carrying  on  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian  here,  which  operation  I 
am  covering  with  the  army ;  and  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  is  blockading 
Pamplona  with  the  troops  under  his  command.  I  have  constructed  works 
there  so  as  to  hold  the  blockade  with  a  small  body  of  troops. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Gen.  Clausel  and  Gen.  Paris  have  both 
retired  from  Jaca  into  France,  leaving  1500  men  in  that  place;  but  I 
cannot  be  certain  of  the  truth  of  that  report,  neither  do  1  know  precisely 
where  Sachet  is,  or  what  he  is  doing. 

I  have  plenty  of  guns,  howitzers,  and  ammunition,  without  the  means 
of  moving  them  to  Zaragoza,  but  I  am  endeavoring  to  procure  them. 
In  the  mean  time.  Gen.  Duran  will  do  well  to  continue  the  blockade 
of  the  redoubt  there ;  and  I  would  suggest  to  you  to  do  the  same  with 
Jaca,  unless  Suchet  should  move  into  Aragon.  In  that  case,  I  recom- 
mend to  you  to  collect  all  your  battalions  and  cavalry  about  Tudela, 
to  which  place  you  will  fall  back  yourself  gradually ;  and  order  Gen. 
Duran  to  proceed  with  his  troops  to  Pamplona,  where  he  will  be  employed 
in  maintaining  the  blockade.  I  shall  join  you,  in  that  case,  with  some  of 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  divisions,  and  the  cavalry,  and  the  Conde 
de  la  Bisbal's  corps ;  and  we  will  give  battle  to  Suchet 

To  Gen.  Espoi  y  Mina.  Letaca,  19th  July,  1813. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  Commandant  of  Jaca  is  not  indis- 
posed to  give  up  that  place.  You  will  do  well  to  summon  him ;  and,  at 
all  events,  open  a  communication  with  him  to  endeavor  to  get  him  out 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Leaaca,  19th  July,  1818. 

Having  examined  our  situation  on  the  great  road  from  Vitoria  to  Irun, 
and  our  prospects  for  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be 
desirable  to  obtain  possession  of  the  debouches  of  the  mountains  towards 
Vera ;  and  I  accordingly  returned  to  San  Estevan  on  the  14th,  and  on  the 
15th  moved  forward  the  Ith  and  Light  divisions,  which  are  now  posted 
on  the  heights  overlooking  Sarre  and  Vera,  and  the  latter  occupy  Vera. 
The  enemy  made  but  a  trifling  resistance,  and  withdrew  their  posts  to  the 
top  of  the  Puerto  de  Vera. 

We  established  a  battery  of  four  18  pounders  against  a  convent,  which 
the  enemy  had  fortified  and  occupied  in  force,  about  600  yards  from  the 
works  of  San  Sebastian,  the  possession  of  which  was  necessary,  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  any  further  operations  against  the  place.  This 
battery  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  and  the  convent  was  so  far 
destroyed  that  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  ordered  that  the  building,  and 
a  redoubt  which  protected  its  left  flank,  might  be  stormed  on  the  17th. 
I  have  not  yet  received  his  report  of  the  details  of  this  operation,  which, 
however,  was  successful ;  and  our  troops  were  established  at  the  convent, 
and  at  the  village  immediately  below  it,  which  the  enemy  had  burnt.  Our 
works  have  been  since  continued  with  great  activity ;  and  I  understand 
from  Sir  T.  Graham  that  the  batteries  will  open  to  destroy  and  enfilade 
tlic  defences  of  the  point  of  attack  to-morrow.  The  same  batteries  will 
answer  to  effect  a  breach  in  the  town  wall. 
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I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  Gen.  Clausel  has  marched  from 
Jaca  into  France.  I  have  received  a  report  from  Gen.  Mina  of  the  12th, 
in  which  he  informs  me  that  Gen.  Duran  had  joined  him  in  the  neighbofuv 
hood  of  Zaragoza,  and  tliat  he  had  attacked,  on  the  8th,  Gen.  Paris,  who 
had  for  some  time  commanded  a  division  in  Aragon.  Gen.  Paris  had 
retired  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  leaving  a  garrison  in  a  redoubt  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Zaragoza,  which  Gen.  Mina  had  left  Gen.  Duran  to 
attack  while  he  followed  the  enemy  with  his  own  division  and  the  cavalry 
under  Brigadier  Don  Julian  Sanchez.  He  had  taken  a  considerable 
number  of  prisoners  and  a  good  deal  of  baggage  from  Gen.  Paris;  and 
a  convoy  on  the  11th.  It  is  impossible  to  applaud  too  highly  the  activity, 
intelligence,  and  gallantry  with  which  these  operations  have  been  carried 
on.  I  have  since  heard  that  Gen.  Paris  had  arrived  at  Jaca  on  the  HUi, 
and  that  he  had  brought  with  him  the  garrisons  of  Ayerbe,  Huesca,  &c., 
and  was  about  to  retire  into  France. 

Marshal  Suchet  evacuated  Valencia  on  the  5th  inst,  and  Gen.  Elio 
entered  that  city  at  the  head  of  the  2d  army  on  the  7th.  I  have  a  letter 
from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the  7  th,  from  San  Felipe,  in  which  he  informs 
me  that  he  expected  to  arrive  at  Valencia  on  the  10th. 

I  have  not  heard  of  Marshal  Suchet's  retreat  beyond  Castellon.  But 
the  garrison  of  Segorbe  has  been  withdrawn ;  and  I  understand  that  on  the 
instant  Gen.  Severoli  blew  up  the  fort  of  Alcaniz  and  marched  upon 
Mequinenza  by  Caspe. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal's  corps  relieved  the  British  and  Portuguese 
troops  in  the  blockade  of  Pamplona  on  the  17th  inst  The  enemy  made 
two  sorties  on  the  1 1th  and  15th  inst.,  in  both  of  which  they  were  repulsed, 
and  suffered  considerably.  I  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on  those 
occasions. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Sir  T. 
Graham,  of  which  the  enclosed*  is  a  copy,  containing  his  report  on  the 
attack  of  the  convent  near  San  Sebastian. 

*  Lieut.  Oou  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.,  to  Field  Slarthal  the  Maiquit  of  Wellingtoo,  K.G. 

Heniani,  18th  July,  1813. 
^  The  coDTeut  of  San  Bartolomeo,  and  ^e  adjoining  work  on  the  extxemity  of  the  steep 
bin  towardf  the  river,  were  taken  yesterday  by  a«ault. 

The  natural  and  artificial  strength  of  these  fortified  posts,  occupied  by  a  large  body  of 
troops,  and  the  imposnbiHty  of  access  to  either  but  by  the  Arouts,  made  it  Tery  desirable 
to  hare  destroyed  Uie  defences  as  much  as  possible,  and  a  new  battery  on  tbe  \ett  was  begun 
the  preceding  evening,  but  not  being  ready  in  the  morning,  the  atta<uc  was  determined  on. 

A  column,  consisting  of  tbe  piquets  of  the  4th  ca^^ores,  commanded  by  Lieut  Antouto 
de  Queiros,  of  150  men  of  tlie  i3ai  Portuguese  regt.,  under  Capt.  Almeyda,  supported  by 
S  companies  of  the  9th  regt.,  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Col.  Craufurd,  with  aTeserve 
of  3  companies  of  the  Royal  Scots,  under  Capt.  Arguimbeau,  was  formed  on  the  right  to 
attack  the  redoubt,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Gen.  Hay.  Major  Gen.  Bradibrd  com- 
manded the  left  oolumn,  composed  of  300  men  of  the  13th  Portuguese  regt,  under  tbe 
command  of  Major  Snodgrass,  of  that  regiment ;  an  equal  numUer  under  Lieut  Co). 
Macnea^  of  the  6th  ca^ores,  and  supported  by  the  9th  regt.,  under  Lieut  Col.  Cameron. 
Tbe  whole  of  the  troops  employed  in  this  service  being  under  the  command  of  Bf  ajor  Gen. 
Oswald. 

About  10  A.M.  Hie  left  column  bc«an  the  attack  on  the  convent,  while  the  right  passed 
the  ravine  near  the  river.  Both  attacks  were  made  with  such  vigor  and  determination,  that 
all  obstacles  were  overcome,  without  the  loss  that  might  have  been  expected. 

The  enemy  were  driven  in  confusion  down  the  hill,  carrying  a  strong  remforeement, 
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To  Karl  Bathunt  Lenca,  19th  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  another  letter  from  Sir  J.  Murray.  From  the  report  in  my 
dispatch  of  this  day,  you  will  see  how  unfortunate  his  failure  has  been  i 
and  particularly,  what  I  must  call,  his  unnecessary  and  ill-judged  loss  of 
his  cannon. 

If  Lord  W.  Bentinck  should  return  to  Sicily,  and  the  army  should 
remain  in  Spain,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  it  is  desirable 
that  Sir  J.  Murray  should  not  return  to  command  it 

To  Earl  Bathurtt.  LeMMft,  19th  July,  1819. 

The  examination  of  King  Joseph's  papers  has  shown  the  use  which  the 
enemy  make  of  the  intelligence  they  get  from  the  English  and  Peninsular 
newspapers,  and  from  my  dispatches,  notwithstanding  the  care  taken  to 
publish  nothing  that  can  be  of  importance.  I  don't  think  they  are  yet 
certain  whether  we  mean  to  attack  San  Sebastian  or  Pamplona ;  and  I 
have  therefore  marked  as  not  to  be  published  every  thing  relating  to  both 
places ;  as  you  may  be  sure  they  will  get  the  dispatch  in  the  opposite 
camp  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  is  published  in  London. 

I  enclose  the  daily  state  of  the  16th  July,  which  is  the  last  1  have 
received.  Our  diminution  since  the  battle  is  now  9626 ;  it  was  at  one 
time  12,477,  but  many  men  have  since  joined  their  regiments.  The 
diminution  now  stands  as  follows : 

BritUh. 

Increaae  of  tick,  pretent  «     .   .         •         167 

Do.    of  tick,  absent  •         .         «         •       8628 

Do.    of  on  cornmand  •         •         •        573 

Do.    of  priioDert  of  war  and  miffing      .  57 

Decieafe  of  Total  •         •        •         •       1299 

9626 
There  are  many  stragglers  still  out,  who  are  returned  sick,  absent,  and 
the  number  of  men  on  command  will  probably  diminish  to  its  old  standard. 
The  decrease  of  the  total  are  either  dc»d,  deserted,  or  transferred. 

juft  feiit  from  San  Sebaftian,  along  with  diem  in  their  flight  through  the  burnt  village  of 
San  Martin. 

The  impetuof  ity  of  the  troope  in  purt uit  could  not  be  ref  trained  by  ihe  exertionf  tA  the 
fuperior  ofBcerf,  who  bad  received  Major  Gen.  Ofwald*f  directionf  not  to  paff  San  Martin, 
and  tome  unavoidable  loef  waa  fuftuned  by  those  who  followed  the  enemy  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacif,  on  their  return  to  Sim  Martin. 

1  need  hardly  aff ure  your  Lordships  that  on  thif,  aa  on  other  occaf ionf,  Mijor  Geo. 
Of wald  conducted  the  fervice  in  the  bef t  manner ;  and  I  am  equally  obliged  to  Major 
Geiif .  Hay  and  Bradford,  for  their  conduct  of  the  attackf  entnuted  to  them.  But  I  beg^ 
in  juftice  to  the  officen,  whoee  gallantry  wat  most  conf picuouf  in  leading  on  their  men  Id 
overcome  the  variety  of  obftaclef  that  were  opposed  to  them,  to  mention  Major  Snodgnf^ 
Capt  Almeyda,  and  LieuC  de  Queiroe  (eeverely  wounded),  of  the  Portuguese  ssvioe^  aad 
Lieut  Colin  Campbell  of  the  9th  foot.* 

I  cannot  conclude  thif  report  without  exjireffing  my  perfect  eatlf fiictioo  with  all  th« 
officen  and  men  of  the  Royal  artillery,  both  in  the  four  gun  battery,  em{doyed  for  three 
days  againft  the  convent,  and  on  the  opposite  bank  of  tlie  river,  whence  feveral  field  iiiaets 
were  ferved  with  great  effect. 

P.S«  I  omitted  to  mention  that  Major  Gen.  Hay  ezprefsef  hif  great  obligatkxii  to 
C^)t  Taylor,  of  the  48th  regt,  hif  Brigade  Major. 

*  Now  Col.  Campbell,  C.B.,  98th  regt  (fee  p.  651). 


Total. 

334 

401 

1963 

5491 

706 

1279 

242 

299 

7470 

857 

2156 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  611 

I  must  again  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  naval  concerns  off 
the  coast.  Nothing  has  yet  arrived  but  two  or  three  small  vessels  to 
carry  dispatches,  and  we  have  nothing  for  the  blockade  excepting  the 
Surveiilante^  from  which  we  have  got  6  guns,  and  a  few  Spanish  boats 
fitted  out  by  Gen,  Giron. 

Any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  naval  force  would  drive  off  Sir  G.  Collier. 

To  Li€at  Gen.  Six  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lett^  30tfa  July,  1813,  3  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  5  a.u.  l^  Gapt  Calvert  The  officers 
of  engineers  and  artillery  don't  appear  to  be  very  light  in  their  demands 
of  working  parties;  but  they  must  have  them  of  course.  It  appears, 
then,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  5th  division  encamped  entire 
near  the  left  attack,  and  Bradford's  brigade  near  the  right,  to  which  I 
have  no  objection.  In  case  of  any  movement  by  the  enemy  upon  Irun, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  all  the  men  XM>t  required  to  guard  the  trenches 
should  march  for  the  camp  at  Oyarzun. 

In  regard  to  the  storm,  unless  more  men  should  be  necessary  than  the 
5th  division  can  afford,  1  don't  see  any  reason  why  the  1st  division  should 
be  employed  in  it,  if  tl^y  have  not  been  materially  employed  in  the  works 
of  the  siege.     If  they  have,  some  of  them  should  be  in  the  storm. 

I  did  not  summon  Badajoz  or  Burgos,  and  the  reason  for  not  doing  so 
has  been  confirmed  in  the  King's  papers,  viz.,  that  French  officers  are 
ordered  not  to  surrender  a  place  before  it  has  been  stormed ;  but  as  I 
hope  the  men  will,  on  this  occasion,  employ  themselves,  when  they  get  in, 
in  destroying  the  enemy,  rather  than,  as  usual,  in  plunder,  I  ^nk  the 
place  should  be  summoned.  As  it  is  desirable  that  the  summons  should 
be  given  at  a  period  when  it  will  not  convey  notice  to  the  enemy  of  our 
intentions,  you  had  better  send  it  in  to-morrow  morning. 

I  believe  the  storm  ought  to  take  place  by  daylight,  particularly  if  the 
defences  are  effectually  destroyed ;  and  as  the  enemy  have  their  retreat 
open  to  the  castle,  and  the  means  of  sortie  from  thence  when  they  please, 
the  officers  and  men  ought  to  be  particularly  warned  of  the  danger  of  wan- 
dering about  the  town  in  search  of  plunder. 

P.S.  I  have  a  letter  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  of  the  I3th,  from  Valencia. 
He  was  about  to  move  towards  the  Ebro.  He  has  still  an  ample  train 
left  for  any  thing  he  can  require. 

Blemonndum  of  Iiistractions  for  Lord  Ajlmcr.  LeMca,  10th  July,  1818. 

Lord  Aylmer  is  to  proceed  to  Pasages,  in  order  to  take  the  command 
of  the  IGth,  85th,  and  37Ui  regts.,  whidi  are  expected  there,  and  are  to 
form  a  brigade  under  his  command,  which  will  eventually  be  attached  to 
the  1st  division  of  infantry. 

As  the  3lth  regt  is  to  come  from  Gibraltar,  it  will  not  arrive  for  some 
time. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  provide  an  esta- 
blishment for  a  commiasariat  for  this  brigade,  upon  the  same  footing  as 
the  others  of  the  army,  upon  which  subject  Lord  Aylmer  will  be  so  kind 
as  to  communicate  with  the  Commissary  Gen.     He  has  likewise  been 
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desired  to  provide  a  mule  for  each  company  of  eacli  regiment  to  carry 
their  tents,  for  which  the  Captains  are  to  pay ;  as  well  as  one  for  the 
Surgeon's  chest,  and  one  for  the  Paymaster's  hooks,  to  he  paid  for  hy  those 
officers  respectively,  and  one  for  the  intrenching  tools  on  the  usual  esta- 
blishment of  the  other  regiments  of  the  army. 

The  Commissary  Gen.  has  likewise  been  desired  to  be  prepared  to 
supply  these  regiments  with  their  camp  kettles  in  bags,  in  case  they 
should  not  be  provided  with  them. 

In  regard  to  other  parts  of  the  equipment  of  the  soldiers  for  the  field, 
viz.,  blankets,  havresacks,  canteens,  bill-hooks,  intrenching  tools,  and 
tents,  it  is  hoped  that  the  authorities  in  England  will  not  have  forgotten 
that  the  army  don't  travel  with  stores  of  them,  and  that  the  troops  now 
coming  out  may  be  duly  provided.  If  not  so,  they  must  do  without  them 
till  supplies  expected  from  England  shall  arrive. 

If  the  troops  should  come  provided  with  tents.  Lord  Aylmer  will  take 
care  that  they  land  only  with  the  proportion  allowed  by  the  G.  O.  of  the 
1st  March,  1813. 

Besides  the  3  regiments  above  mentioned,  detachments  for  different 
regiments  of  infantry  are  expected,  according  to  the  annexed  return. 

Lord  Aylmer  will  be  so  kind  as  to  take  charge  of  these  detachments, 
as  well  as  of  the  regiments  composing  his  brigade,  and  will  see  that  they 
are  marched  off"  without  loss  of  time  to  their  several  divisions,  according 
to  the  routes  from  the  Q.  M.  G.,  and  supplied  with  provisions  according 
to  the  same. 

On  his  arrival  at  Pasages  he  will  fix  on  the  places  in  which  he  will 
canton  these  troops  on  their  arrival  either  at  Pasages  or  its  neighbour- 
hood, so  that  there  may  be  no  difficulties  on  this  subject 

Au  G^  Conde  de  la  Bifbal.  LeMca,  le  90  Juillet,  1813,  H  8  hemes  da  totr. 

Le  G^ral  Wimpffcn,  ^tant  indispose^  m'a  envoytS  votre  lettre  du  17, 
k  laquelle  je  prends  cette  mani^re  de  n^pondre  en  partie,  prenant  I'occa- 
sion  d'un  courrier  que  j'envoie  par  Tudela  et  Saragosse  en  Valence. 

Je  crois  que,  quand  vous  avez  ^rit  cette  lettre,  vous  n'aviez  pas  re^ 
la  lettre  que  je  vous  ai  (^crite  de  San  Estevan  le  14,  dont  je  vous  envoie  k 
pr^nt  le  duplicata.  Vous  y  verrez  qu'il  y  a  nuUe  occasion  de  croire  que 
I'ennemi  puisse  approcher  par  vos  derri^res;  ou  que  vous  soyez  dans  le 
cas  d'abandonner  le  blocus  sans  avoir  communication  avec  moL  Mais  si 
ce  malheur,  qui  doit  6tre  inattendu,  vous  arrivait,  je  sais  bien  que  vous 
n'avez  pas  les  moyens  d'6ter  les  canons  qui  sont  dans  les  redoutes.  Vous 
les  ferez  enclouer  dans  ce  cas  1^  et  vous  ferez  brdler  ou  autrement 
d^truire  les  affuts. 

Mais  je  crois  que  vous  verrez  par  la  lettre  incluse,  et  par  ce  que  je 
vous  apprends  de  I'^tat  des  affaires,  que  I'ennemi  ne  peut  pas  vous  ap» 
procher  du  dehors,  au  moins  sans  que  je  le  sache. 

Le  Gt^nc^ral  Clausel  et  le  G^n^ral  Paris  se  sont  retir^  en  France  par 
Jaca.  L*ennemi  a  abandonn^  tous  ses  postes  en  Aragon,  k  I'exception  de 
la  redoute  pr^  de  Saragosse,  bloqu^e  et  attaqu^  par  Duran,  de  Mequi- 
nenza,  de  Monzon,  et  de  deux  autres  pr^  de  la  frontiere  de  la  Catalogue. 
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Sucbet  est  en  Catalogne,  k  c^  qii'il  parait ;  et  lea  troupes  alliees  en  Valence 
devaient  8*avancer  le  15  de  Vdence  vers  r£bre.  Non-obstant  leur  perte 
de  canons  k  Tarragone,  elles  (Staient  amplement  pourvues  pour  Tattaque 
de  Tortosa  ou  de  Tarragone. 

Je  crois  que  vous  n'avez  Hen  k  craindre  de  ce  c6t6  ci,  au  moins  sans 
que  je  le  sacbe. 

Notre  feu  a  commeno^  aujourd'bui  contre  le  corps  de  la  place  de  Saa 
Sebastian. 

To  Gen.  Diuao.  Lesaca,  Mh  July,  1813. 

I  beg  tbat,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will  place  yourself  and  the 
troops  under  your  command  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Espoz  y  Mina,  and 
you  will  obey  all  orders  that  you  shall  receive  from  him. 

To  Gen.  Espos  y  Mina.  Leeaca,  20th  July,  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th, 
which  renders  necessary  some  alteration  in  the  instructions  which  I  had 
given  to  you. 

I  conceived  that  you  had  been  more  advanced  than  it  appears  you  are 
towards  Jaca;  and  I  now  leave  it  to  you  to  blockade  Jaca  or  not,  as  you 
may  think  expedient ;  telling  you,  however,  that  I  consider  the  blockade 
of  that  place,  if  it  is  likely  to  be  successful,  to  be  the  most  important 
of  any.  I  will  send  you  heavy  artillery  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  my 
power :  it  is  not  so  at  present. 

I  enclose  a  letter  to  Gen.  Duran,  in  which  I  desire  him  to  place  himself 
under  your  command.  I  beg  you  will  accelerate  his  measures  for  the 
attack  of  the  fort  at  Zaragoza. 

The  messenger  who  will  deliver  this  letter  has  dispatches  for  Gen.  Lord 
W.  Bentinck,  who  commands  the  Allied  British  and  Sicilian  and  Spanish 
forces  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Peninsula.  He  was  at  Valencia  on  the 
13th,  and  proposed  to  move  forward  towards  the  £bro  on  the  15th:  by 
what  route  he  does  not  state. 

I  have  directed  the  messenger  to  proceed  from  Zaragoza  to  Alcaniz, 
and  to  inquire  there  where  the  General  is ;  and  I  request  you  to  com- 
municate to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  by  the  same  opportunity,  any  intelligence 
of  the  state  of  affairs  which  you  may  think  interesting. 

The  fire  against  the  body  of  the  place  of  San  Sebastian  commenced 
this  day. 

To  Gen.  Copons  y  Navia.  Leiaca,  SOth  July,  1813. 

I  tbmk  it  proper  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  and  translation  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  found  among  King  Joseph's  papers,  from  the  Prince  de 
Neufch&tel,  which  I  think  it  desirable  that  you  should  make  public  to  the 
people  of  Catalonia.* 

They  will  therein  see  the  hatred  which  the  unconquerable  spirit  of 
themselves  and  of  their  ancestors  has  excited  in  the  breast  of  the  tyrant, 
and  his  consequent  desire  to  subdue  them,  in  particular,  to  his  iron  yoke. 

♦  See  Appendix,  No.  IX.,  25lh  Aug.  1811. 
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I  need  not  point  oat  to  them  that  this  letter  affords  fresh  motiTet  fot 
their  determined  resistance  to  his  usurpation  ;  in  which  I  beg  that  you 
will  inform  them,  that  they  shall  have  eyery  assistance  from  me  whieb 
the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  enable  me  to  afford  them. 

The  Oatalana  will  see,  however,  tint  it  is  necessary,  not  only  that  they 
should  exert  themselves  in  their  own  cause,  but  that  they  should  endeavor 
to  supply  the  wants  of  those  armies  which  must  be  employed  to  assist  them 
in  diiving  the  enemy  from  their  country ;  and  they  must  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  distress  and  destroy  that  enemy,  during  the  short  time 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  remain. 

To  Lieut  Oen.  Lord  W.  Bcntinck,  K.B.  LeMca,  aOlU  July,  1813. 

I  had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatches  of  the 
28th  June  and  ISth  July,  Nos.  4  and  5. 

I  will  inquire  whether  it  is  possible  to  send  any  officers  fr^m  the  3d  to 
the  2d  batt.  27th  regt ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  not.  A  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  officers  of  that  regiment  are,  and  have  long  been,  in  England 
and  Ireland. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  the  details  of  your  meant 
of  undertaking  a  siege,  transmitted  in  your  dispatch  No.  5,  which  appear 
to  me  to  be  sufficient  for  the  attack  of  Tarragona  or  Tortosa. 

The  intentions  of  Sucbet,  or  rather,  the  nature  of  the  orders  under 
which  he  is  acting,  are  not  quite  clear.  Gen.  Clausel  has  certainly  re- 
tired from  Jaca  into  France,  and  he  is  now  probably  on  the  left  of  the 
troops  in  front  of  this  army ;  and  Gen.  Paris,  who  belongs  to  the  army  of 
Aragon,  under  the  command  of  Sucbet,  and  who  has  always  commanded 
a  division  of  about  3000  men  in  Aragon,  has  gone  off  in  the  same  direc- 
tion.    Mina  did  him  a  great  deal  of  mischief  on  his  march. 

The  enemy  have  withdrawn  all  their  garrisons  in  Aragon,  excepting  in 
a  redoubt  near  Zaragosa,  in  Mequinenza,  in  Fraga,  in  Monzon,  and  in 
Venasque;  all,  you  will  observe,  on  the  frontier  of  Catalonia.  The 
troops,  likewise,  which  evacuated  and  destroyed  Alcaniz,  marched  from 
Mequinenza  on  Mora.  All  this  tends  to  prove  the  intention  of  Sucbet  to 
hold  his  ground  in  Catalonia ;  and  I  should  be  inclined  to  attribute  the 
march  of  Paris  on  Jaca  to  his  being  pressed  by  Mina,  and  to  his  want  of 
communication  with  Sucbet,  and  his  ignorance  of  his  noovements  in 
Valencia. 

Gens.  Mina  and  Duran  are  now  near  Zaragoza.  The  latter  proposes  to 
attack  the  redoubt  near  that  place.  I  have  desired  Mina  to  blockade  Jaca 
if  he  can,  and  to  retire  gradually  towards  Tudela,  if,  as  appeared  probable 
before  I  received  his  letter  this  day,  Sucbet  should  enter  Aragon.  I  now 
write  to  Mina,  and  likewise  to  Capt  Blanckley,  who  is  with  him,  and 
Duran,  to  request  that  they  will  communicate  with  your  Lordship ;  and  I 
b^  you  to  take  measures  to  communicate  with  Gen.  Mina. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  at  present  to  give  your  Lordship  any  ftirther 
instructions.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  hope  to  have  possession  of 
San  Sebastian,  and  I  propose  then  either  to  move  forward  into  France,  or 
to  make  myself  master  of  all  the  garrisons  of  Aragon,  so  as  to  connect 
myself  more  closely  with  you,  still  keeping  the  blockade  of  Pamplona. 
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Much  will  depend  upon  the  state  of  affitirs  in  the  north  of  Europe.  If 
the  war  should  be  renewed,  I  shall  do  most  good  by  moving  forward  into 
France,  and  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  establish  myself  there.  If  not 
renewed,  I  diould  only  go  into  France  to  be  driven  out  again ;  and  I  shall 
do  best  to  confine  myself  to  secure  what  T  have  gained.  In  either  case 
my  movements  will  assist  you;  in  the  latter,  more  directly. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  either  Qen.  Elio  or  the  Duque  del  Parque ; 
but  I  believe  your  Lordship's  opinion  is  quite  correct  regarding  both, 

Whmi  I  was  at  Cadiz  in  ihe  winter  I  endeavored  to  remedy  the 
inconvenience  which  you  have  found  in  the  separation  of  the  2d  and 
Sd  armies,  of  which  I  wished  to  form  only  one,  but  I  could  not  succeed. 
The  Spanish  armies,  modelled  as  they  are  on  the  plan  of  French  corps, 
are  equally  independent  of  each  other,  and  are  as  troublesome  to 
manage. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  also  of  the  rapine  and  confusion  which  attend  all 
the  business  of  supplying  a  Spanish  army,  and  the  excessive  and  unne- 
cessary misery  and  distress  which  their  demands,  and  thejr  mode  of  en- 
forcing them,  occasion  to  the  country.  But  there  is  no  remedy  for  these 
evils  at  present  The  great  want  of  this  nation  is  of  men  capable  of 
conducting  public  business  of  any  description ;  and  the  Revolution,  as  it 
is  called,  instead  of  having  caused  an  improvement  in  this  respect,  has 
rather  augmented  the  evil  by  bringing  forward  into  public  employment 
of  importance,  more  inexperienced  people,  and  by  giving  to  men  in  / 
general  false  notions,  entirely  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  their 
business ;  then  all  real  improvements  in  the  mode  of  governing  and  of 
transacting  business  are  despised  by  the  government  and  Ck)rtes,  and 
never  thought  of. 

You  will  find  that  when  you  shall  have  given  the  month's  supply  of 
fiour  to  the  Duque  del  Parque  and  Gen.  Elio,  they  will  not  know  how  to 
carry  it,  how  to  get  it  baked  into  bread,  or  how  to  issue  it.  They  will 
never  repay  the  supply ;  and  I  request  you  to  let  me  know  the  value  of 
it,  that  I  may  have  it  carried  to  account  against  the  subsidy. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  that  your  best  magazines  of  all  kinds  will  be 
your  ships,  which  you  should  always  keep  close  to  you. 

I  beg  your  Lordship  to  urge  the  Admiral  to  send  to  the  Tagus,  if  pos- 
sible, all  the  troop  ships  of  war  which  were  sent  round  from  the  western 
side  of  the  Peninsula  last  year ;  they  are  most  necessary  to  us. 

It  would  likewise  be  very  desirable  if  you  could  carry,  into  execution 
the  measures  in  regard  to  the  transports  ordered  by  the  Sec.  of  State  in 
his  dispatch.  No.  124.  Indeed,  as  the  nature  of  your  operations  is  now 
decided,  it  appears  to  me  that  you  might  send  to  England  all  the  trans- 
ports excepting  those  which  should  be  absolutely  necessary  to  transport 
the  British  and  Sicilian  troops,  in  case  that  their  presence  should  be  neces- 
sary in  Sicily,  or  that  you  should  think  proper  to  remove  them  from 
Spain  for  the  reasons  referred  to  in  my  private  letter  to  your  Lordship  of 
the  Ist  inst. 

To  Limit  Qen,  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.a  LeMca,  20th  July,  1813. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  dispatch  of  this  day,  excepting  to  tell  you 
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ihtX  1  baye  sent  to  government  the  information  contained  in  jonr  private 
letter  of  the  13thy  regarding  Marat. 

My  dispatches  relating  to  the  battle  of  the  21st  arrived  in  England  on 
the  3d,  and  were  immediately  sent  to  the  Continent.  The  account  of  our 
crossing  the  Ebro  had  been  received  a  day  or  two  before.  It  was  known 
at  Paris  on  the  29th,  that  there  had  been  a  battle  unsuccessfbl  to  the 
French,  but  the  particulars  were  not  known.  Soult  arrived  here  on  the 
13th,  to  take  the  command  of  the  army ;  and  he  came  from  the  army  in 
Germany.  It  is  rumoured  in  the  French  army  opposite  to  me,  that  we 
are  in  communication  with  Muiat,  and  it  has  been  in  the  English  news* 
papers.  If  the  former  is  not  founded  upon  the  latt^,  the  French  rumours 
tend  to  prove  Murat's  sincerity.  However,  if  Austria  shoiM  declare 
agabst  Buonaparte,  I  don't  doubt  Murat.  You  must,  however,  take  ih% 
lead  of  him,  if  you  can. 

Our  last  accounts  from  England  are  of  the  8th ;  there  is  no  news  frem 
the  Continent,  but  if  I  can  find  the  newspapers,  they  shall  go  to  yoo. 

The  Shannon^  Capt  Broke,  has  taken  the  Chempeake^  which  I  con- 
sider a  most  fortunate  event.  It  took  place,  it  appears,  in  consec^uence 
of  a  challenge  off  one  of  the  American  ports,  in  presence  of  hundreds  of 
spectators  in  pleasure  boats. 

To  Hit  ExeelleDcy  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Leisca,  aOtfa  July,  18131 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Commissary  Gren., 
containing  a  complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the  Juis  de  Fora  of  Sabugid,  in 
arresting  with  a  military  guard  a  soldier  of  the  11th  Veteran  bailalion, 
acting  as  a  conductor  of  stores,  and  in  confining  him  in  the  ga^  of 
Guarda  at  the  distance  of  6  leagues,  without  notice  to  his  militaxy^  supe* 
rior,  without  cause  assigned,  known,  or  even  suspected^ 

I  request  you  to  lay  these  papers  before  the  Portuguese  government. 
I  have  already  frequently,  particularly  recently,  had  occasion  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Portuguese  government  to  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese 
magistrates ;  and  of  this  person  more  than  once,  who,  to  say  the  least  of 
him,  has  not  conducted  himself  in  a  very  conciliatory  manner.  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  laws  of  Portugal,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  so  with  the  courtesy  due  from  one  nation  to  another,  or  from 
the  civil  authorities  of  one  nation  to  the  military  authorities  of  tbe  other, 
that  a  person  should  be  seized  in  this  manner  and  imprisoned,  without 
cause  assignedf  or  even  notice  given ;  and  I  hope  that  the  government 
will  feel  disposed  to  give  me  some  satisfaction  on  this  subject,  other  A^ise 
I  beg  you  to  lay  these  papers  before  his  Majesty's  government 

I  likewise  b^  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  miserable  condition  of  all 
persons  who  are  prisoners  in  the  gaols  in  Portugal ;  they  literally  starve 
for  want  of  food,  and  the  buildings  in  which  they  are  kept  are  incapable 
of  sheltering  them  from  the  weather,  and  in  such  a  state  of  filth  as  to 
occasion  disease.  1  leave  it  to  you  to  decide  upon  the  measures  to  be 
taken  to  protect  His  Majesty's  subjects  employed  in  his  service  for  the 
protection  of  Portugal  from  the  common  enemy,  from  such  oppression 
.and  its  consequent  evils,  as  that  to  which  they  are  Habla  from  the  conduct 
of  such  a  man  as  this  magbtrate. 
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I  must  say,  that  the  British  army  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command 
have  met  with  nothing  but  ingratitude  from  the  government  and  authori- 
ties in  Portugal  for  their  services ;  and  that  every  thing  that  could  be 
done  has  been  done  by  the  civil  authorities,  lately,  to  oppress  the  officers 
and  soldiers  on  every  occasion  in  which  it  has  by  any  accident  been  in 
their  power.     I  hope,  however,  that  we  have  seen  ^e  last  of  PortugaL 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Lenca^  SOdi  July,  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  stating  the  inconvenience  which 

will  be  experienced  in  this  country  by  the  removal  of  Mr. from  the 

duties  which  he  is  performing  at  Lisbon,  under  the  directions  and  upon 
the  responsibility  of  the  Commissary  Gen.,  Sir  R.  Kennedy. 

I  have  had  some  experience  of  Mr. 's  abilities.    He  is  very  capable 

of  performing  any  duty  under  the  direction,  and  at  the  risk  and  respon- 
sibility of  another,  but  quite  incapable  of  undertaking  such  a  charge  as 
that  which  will  devolve  upon  him  at  Gibraltar  upon  his  own  responsibility. 

I  had  already  made  arrangements  to  send  Mr.  Wright  to  Alicante  from 
this  army ;  and  I  must  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Bissett  from  Gibraltar  is  an  arrangement  as  inconvenient  to  the  service  of 
this  country,  as  the  removal  of  Mr.  »-^  from  Lisbon,  or  any  other  that 
could  be  devised. 

It  is  not  at  all  understood  by  the  departments  in  England  that  much 
time  elapses  before  any  gentleman  coming  out  to  perform  a  duty,  here,  is 
at  all  fit  for  it ;  and  till  he  does  acquire  the  necessary  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, the  service  here  suffers.  This  observation  applies  particularly 
to  those  officers  charged  with  the  business  of  procuring  money  and  sup- 
plies, and  their  management  and  dispatch  to  the  army,  which  were  the 
duties  performed  by  Mr.  Bissett  and  Mr. • 

To  Earl  Batburat  Lenca,  30th  July,  1813. 

I  think  it  probable  that,  as  the  weather  is  so  bad,  the  messenger  dis* 
patched  yesterday  will  not  have  sailed,  and  therefore  I  send  you  the  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  13th,  which  I  have  received  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck, 
reporting  the  state  of  affidrs  in  Sicily,  and  of  his  negotiations  with  Murat. 

His  Lordship  was  at  Valencia  on  the  13th,  and  intended  to  march  on 
the  15th  towards  the  £bro.  He  has  of  battering  train  twenty  three  24 
pounders,  nine  18  pounders,  twenty  12  pounders,  11  large  mortars  and 
howitzers,  making  63  pieces,  besides  howitzers  with  his  field  train ;  and 
ten  24  pounders  which  had  been  sent  for  to  Mahon  and  Sicily.  But  he 
has  more  guns  than  I  ever  had  at  any  siege;  and  as  for  mortars  and 
howitzers,  I  never  use  them  against  a  Spanish  town  if  I  can  avoid  it. 

Suchet  appears  to  have  withdrawn  his  garrisons  from  Aragon,  and  to 
Irnve  collected  his  force  in  Catalonia,  according  to  accounts  from  Mina  of 
the  16th.  Lord  William  did  not  know  exactly  which  way  he  had  gone. 
The  French  had  garrisons  in  Murviedro  and  Peniscola  in  Valencia,  which 
Lord  William  intended  to  blockade. 

In  writing  to  you  yesterday  about  our  naval  means,  I  omitted  to  men- 
tion to  you  that  the  Spanish  boats  which  have  been  armed  are  manned 
by  the  Spanish  battalion  of  Marines,  and  are  so  much  in  diminution 
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of  the  army ;  and  besides  tibe  labors  of  the  siege,  the  Portugoeee  tiXKips 
are  emplojed  in  unloading  the  ships  in  the  harbour  of  Pasages.  I  am 
convinced  that  no  combined  British  army  has  ever  before  been  emj^yed 
on  such  duties.  We  have,  besides,  no  convoy  for  any  thing :  100,000 
dollars  from  the  subsidy  for  the  G^alician  army  have  been  waiting  at  Coruna 
for  above  a  month,  for  a  ship  of  war  to  carry  them. 

The  A.G.  to  Mqfor  BuHom,  ruoria,  SOtb  Joly,  I8U. 

1  have  submitted  your  letter  and  the  annexed  statement  of  the  Assist  Provost 
Marshal  now  stationed  at  Vitoria  of  the  circumstances  of  a  peasant  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  place  having  been  mortally  wounded  by  a  foraging  party  of  the  brigade  of 

artillery  under  Capt. .     It  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 

tlmt  you  send  for  Capt. ,  and  observe  to  him  that  such  a  lamentable  outrage 

could  not  have  taken  place  had  the  G.  O.  relative  to  foraging  baen  fiiUy  attended 
to  by  the  soldiers  composing  his  command. 

It  is  his  Excellency's  further  pleasure  that  you  direct  Capt not  to  cut 

^reen  com  in  the  ear,  of  any  description,  while  grass  is  to  be  obtained  witliin  a 
kague  and  a  half  of  his  brigade ;  and  that  an  officer  must  attend  everv  foraging 
party  sent  out  from  his  command ;  and  that  should  there  not  be  any  other  officer 
to  attend  to  that  duty,  he  is  bound  to  superintend  its  regularity  in  person.  Vou 
will  make  it  a  point  constantly  to  inquire  how  the  soldiers  l>elonging  to  Capt 
•— ^*s  brigade  conduct  themselves  towards  the  inhabitants  generally,  and  to  ob- 
serve whettier  the  injunctions  contained  in  this  letter  are  fully  attended  to  by  Capt 

and  his  officers  so  long  as  that  brigade  may  continue  in  the  adjacents  of  your 

command.  The  letter  to  which  this  is  intended  as  a  reply  has  been  transnutted 
by  his  Excellency  to  the  Spanish  government,  accompanied  by  observations 
referring  to  the  extraordinary  and  injudicious  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Vitoria 
oB  this  and  former  occasions. 

To  Lieut  Qen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K3.  Lesaca,  23d  July,  1813,  9  am. 

I  hare  received  intelligence  from  a  person  who  has  hitherto  given  me 
that  upon  which  I  can  rely,  stating  that  the  enemy  are  making  a  flying 
bridge  at  Urrugne,  which  is  behind  theii  position  opposite  Iron,  and  that 
they  talk  of  transporting  boats  from  St  Jean  de  Luz  to  the  Bas  de 
Behobie.  I  don't  know  where  that  is ;  but  I  should  think  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Bidasoa.    That  river  is  not  fordable  now  at  this  side. 

The  enemy's  posts  in  this  front  have  certainly  been  weakened;  and 
Chiusel  must  have  joined  upon  their  left  near  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port 

I  have  desired  Ginm  to  maintain  and  support  the  heights  between  Irun 
and  the  Bidasoa;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  for- 
ward to  support  him  all  the  field  artillery  whicJi  is  about  Hemani  and 
Oyarzun,  the  men  of  which  can  be  spared  from  the  heavy  gims.  I  have 
likewise  desired  him  to  take  care  of  Fuenterrabia. 

In  regard  to  capitulations,  I  have  no  objection  to  allow  the  honors  of 
war  and  private  property ;  but  officers  and  men  must  be  prisoners  of  war« 
I  am  certain,  however,  that  they  will  make  no  capitulation.  I  should  like 
to  except  from  it  the  Governor  of  Gruetaria,  but  that  is,  I  believe,  im* 
possible. 

P.S.  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  4  p.m.  I  was  not  wrong,  I  see, 
in  my  conjecture  respecting  the  capitulation. 

—  and — '  appear  to  be  worse  than  usual  in  their  de- 
mands for  working  parties;  and  unless  they  are  forced  to  use  the  animals 
and  carts  at  their  disposal,  whenever  they  can  be  used,  they  will  work  your 
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men  to  death.     I  have  known demand  hundreds  of  men  whom 

he  could  not  use ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  much  of  the  carriage  of 
ordnance  stores  from  Pasages  might  he  done  hj  mules  or  carts. 

To  Lieat.  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton,  Bart,  K.B.  Lanca,  22d  July,  1813,  2  pwM. 

I  have  received  jour  letter  of  the  20th.  I  have  thought  it  hest  not  to 
order  round  Capt  Walton  till  we  shall  have  possession  of  San  Sebastian. 

I  have  ordered  an  officer  and  farrier  from  the  13th,  14th,  and  Ist  hussars. 

The shall  remain  where  they  are.     Thej  are  the  worst  regiment  I 

have  yet  seen. 

You  had  better  give  your  orders  for  the  detailed  distribution  of  the 
horses  before  thej  shall  leave  Bilbao,  as  thej  will  have  to  march  by  dif- 
ferent roads  almost  from  their  leaving  that  place. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  H.  Clinton,  K.B.  Lesoca,  22d  July,  1813. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  learn  from  Dr.  M*Grigor  that  you  were  so  ill  as  to 
be  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  England ;  and  I  had  given  directions, 
which  I  repeat,  that  leave  of  absence  might  be  officially  announced  to 
you. 

The  object  of  my  letter  of  the  14th  was  only  to  apprise  you  of  the 
object  in  ordering  the  6th  division  to  Lanz,  and  to  request  you  to  send  a 
brigade  to  San  Estevan ;  and  to  inform  you  that  I  had  seen  in  a  Gazette 
that  you  were  made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  on  which  I  sincerely  con- 
gratulate you.  The  letter  was  opened  by  Gen.  Madden,  and  the  order 
executed. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  this  well  deserved  mark  of  the  Royal 
favor,  which  I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  been  employed  to  deliver 
to  you,  as  I  have  to  others,  if  your  health  had  permitted  you  to  remain 
with  us.  I  assure  you,  however,  that  that  is  not  the  only  reason  for  which 
I  regret  the  necessity  for  your  return  to  England,  and  that  I  am  fully 
sensible,  as  well  of  the  good  which  you  have  done  us,  as  of  the  assistance 
which  I  should  have  received  from  you,  if  it  had  been  in  your  power  to 


To  Major  Gen.  Peacocke.  Leiaca,  32d  July,  1813. 

I  have  written  to  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to  request  that  he 
would  urge  the  Admiral  commanding  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  to 
send  to  the  Tagus  the  troop  ships  of  war,  whicli,  having  been  attached  to 
this  army,  were  sent  last  year  to  the  Eastern  coast  of  Spain,  in  order  to 
attend  the  operations  of  the  army  in  that  quarter,  where  they  are  now  no 
longer  required. 

When  the  ships  shall  arrive,  or  earlier  if  there  should  be  any  disposable 
transports  in  the  Tagus,  I  request  you  to  apply  to  Adm.  Martin  to  send 
round  to  Santander,  where  they  will  receive  farther  directions  respecting 
their  destination,  any  Brituh  soldiers  who  may  be  at  Lisbon,  and  who  may 
be  sufficiently  recovered  to  join  their  regiments.  Any  officers  who  may 
be  at  Lisbon  might  come  to  the  army  by  the  same  opportunity. 

Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  has  informed  me  that  there  are  at  Mafra 
1200  recruits  for  the  Portuguese  army,  who  are  in  readiness  to  join.     It 
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is  very  desirable  that  these  recruits  should  likewise  be  sefat  round  by  sea; 
and  I  beg  you  to  arrange  with  Adm.  Martin  to  have  them  sent  round,  and 
that  you  will  settle  all  points  regarding  their  embarkation  with  Gon. 
Blunt»  of  course  under  the  superintendence  of  the  General  commanding 
in  the  province  of  Estremadura. 

To  Capt  Sir  Q.  Collier,  R.N.  LeMU»,  23d  July,  1813,  II  A.if. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  at  noon.  I  shall  be  very  happy 
if  any  arrangement  is  made  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  you ;  but  it  will 
be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  interfere  in  any  manner  in  the  naval 
arrangements  of  this  coast  The  Admiralty  are  responsible  for  them ; 
and  I  hope  they  will  adopt  some  measures  to  give  us  a  secure  and  easy 
communication  along  the  coast,  and  the  means  of  using  its  harbours  with 
convenience.  If  they  don't,  they  will  be  responsible  for  any  failure  that 
may  occur. 

To  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lewca,  33d  July,  1813, 11  A.if. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  21st  June,  and  am 
much  concerned  that  the  SurveiUante  has  been  driven  off  the  coast 

I  have  settled  with  the  Commissary  Gen.  that,  for  the  present,  all  the 
vessels  having  on  board  provisions  or  camp  equipage  stores  for  his  depart- 
ment  shall  be  sent  from  Santander  to  Bilbao,  where  they  are  to  remain 
till  required  at  Pasages  to  be  unloaded,  when  they  will  be  sent  for.  He 
sends  directions  accordingly  to  Santander ;  but  in  the  mean  time  it  will 
be  desirable  that  you  should  send  a  vessel  to  order  into  Bilbao  any  that 
may  be  on  their  passage,  excepting  those  with  troops  or  military  ordnance 
stores.  As  fast  as  the  provision  and  camp  equipage  ships  now  at  Pasages 
are  unloaded,  I  beg  that  you  will  order  those  from  Lisbon  to  return 
thither;  those  from  England  to  return  to  England. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  vessels  waiting  at  Coruna  for  convoy,  and 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  a  vessel  to  give  them  convoy  to 
Santander,  and  from  Uience  eventually  to  Bilbao. 

I  enclose  a  letter  to  the  Captain  of  the  port  of  Pasages  to  the  purport 
you  desire. 

To  ^  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Panget.  Leuca,  33d  July,  181S. 

You  are  aware  of  the  important  operations  which  are  now  carrying  on 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Spanish  nation ;  and  of 
the  necessity  of  combining  these  operations  with  those  of  the  Britisb 
squadron  on  the  coast,  and  with  the  other  naval  means  of  Great  Britain. 

The  harbour  of  Pasages  becomes  a  most  interesting  point  for  all  our 
communications ;  and  I  most  earnestly  request  you  will  attend  to  the  sug- 
gestions and  requisitions  of  Sir  G.  Collier,  who  commands  the  British 
squadron,  and  will  regulate  matters  in  the  port  of  Pasages  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  insure  the  easy  use  of  it 

Tht  A.a.  to  JLwMf.  Out.  iktBariofDaHumi^  7tk  dhUkm.  33d  July,  1813. 

A  peasant  now  residing  at  Lara  has  on  the  frontier  a  drove  of  pigs,  a  flock  cf 
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sheep,  and  some  cows,  and  has  been  induced  to  keep  them  in  that  hazardous  neigh- 
bourhood for  objects  materially  advantageous  to  our  service.  This  peasant  com- 
plains that  on  or  about  the  17th  inst.  the  Portuguese  brigade  attached  to  the  7th 
division  plundered  him  of  12  pigs,  and  that  he  apprehends  leaving  his  house  for 
an  hour  lest  further  depredations  should  be  committed  on  his  property.  My  Lord 
Wellington  has  felt  much  dissatisfaction  at  the  renewal  of  such  irregularities,  which 
every  means  has  been  taken  to  guard  against,  and  which  in  this  particular  instance 
have  nearly  marred  views  of  much  consequence.  His  Elxcellency  requests  your 
Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  institute  the  most  serious  inquiry  into  the  ground  of 
this  complaint,  and  put  the  Portuguese  brigade  under  arms  for  several  hours^ 
to  prove  to  the  troops  that  such  irregularities  will  not  pass  unnoticed  even  on  tlie 
frontiers. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Geu.  the  Hon.  Sir  L.  Cole.  Lettc«.  28d  July,  1818. 

1  should  be  glad  to  know  from  Bell  the  result  of  his  reconoaissaDoe  about  Pamplona, 
and  along  the  line  of  road  from  Pamplona  to  Roncesvalles. 

I  am  anxious  to  have  it  ascertained  also,  as  soon  as  possible^  whether  we  could  take  up 
the  following  line  of  defensive  position,  viz. : 

Our  right  to  be  in  the  passes  of  Roncesvalles,  and  as  fiir  beyond  that  as  may  be  necesiary 
to  prevent  these  passes  from  being  turned  by  Orbaiseta. 

The  line  of  defence  to  run  from  the  passes  of  Roncesvalles  by  those  between  the  foundry 
of  Egui  and  the  village  of  Alduides ;  and  to  extend  from  these  latter  to  the  pass  of  the 
Puerto  de  Velate,  between  Lani  and  Almandos. 

The  above  appears  to  be  the  direction  of  one  of  the  principal  ridges  of  the  mountains, 
and  it  would  probably  form,  therefore,  a  more  secure  and  a  stronger  line  of  defence  than 
any  which  descended  into  the  valleys,  to  rise  again  over  the  several  branches  which  run  out 
from  the  main  ridge,  and  separate  these  valleys  from  each  other. 

The  doubt  is,  whether  communications  exist,  or  could  be  found  without  much  diffi- 
culty, i^ong  the  main  ridge  or  immediately  behind  it,  so  that  the  several  posts  of  the  line 
of  defence  might  have  a  secure  connexion  with  each  other,  and  might  afford  each  other 
mutual  support.  I  wish  you  would  allow  Bell  to  reconnaitre  in  the  direction  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  to  make  me  a  report,  accompanied,  not  by  a  finished  sketch,  but  a  mere  outline, 
phowing  the  situations  of  the  principal  mountains  and  their  line  of  connexion  with  each 
other ;  as  also  the  course  of  what  may  appear  to  be  the  most  practicable  line  of  communi- 
cation along  the  chain  or  immediately  behind  it. 

A  good  deal  of  information  respecting  the  right  of  the  line  I  have  mentioned,  may  be 
obtained  from  Gen.  Byng ;  and  1  will  give  directions  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  is  sketching 
the  country  about  Les  Alduides  and  about  Egui,  to  furnish  to  Bell  all  the  information 
he  can. 

I  should  mention,  that  I  do  not  look  for  a  line  of  communication  for  any  thing  but  in- 
fantry in  the  direction  I  have  mentioned, 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  L.  Cole,  K.B.  Letaca.  23d  July.  1818. 

It  is  intended  that  you  should  support  Major  Gen.  Byng  in  the  defence  of  the  uasses  ui 
firont  of  Roncesvalles  as  effectually  as  you  can,  without  committing  the  troops  mider  Gen. 
Byng,  and  the  4th  division,  against  a  force  so  superior  as  that  the  advantage  of  the  ground 
would  not  compensate  it,  inaking  allowance  also  for  the  feeling  of  inferiority  which  may 
influence  the  enemy  at  present  in  meeting  our  troops. 

Yon  will  be  so  good  as  make  arrangements  farther  back,  for  stoppng  the  enemy*s  mo- 
gresB  towards  Pamplona,  in  the  event  of  your  being  compelled  to  give  up  the  passes  which 
Major  Gen.  Byng  now  occupies,  and  to  retire  in  that  direction.  It  is  very  essential  that 
certain  and  speedy  means  of  communication  should  exist  between  the  troops  towards  Ron- 
oesvalles  and  those  under  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell  at  Les  Alduides  and  the  foundry  of 
Egui,  in  order  that  either  may  1^  informed,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  any  retrograde  move- 
ment which  the  others  might  be  obliged  to  make. 

A  sure  communication  should  exist  also  between  both  these  quarters  and  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  T.  Picton ;  and  Sir  Thomas  should  in  like  mamier  be  apprised  of  any  movement  of 
the  troops^  either  of  those  upon  the  Roncesvalles  road,  or  of  those  upon  that  of  Egui  and 
I^i  Alduides,  in  order  that  he  may  make  such  arrangements  as  circumstances  may  dictate 
for  giving  sumwrt  to  either  as  they  fall  back,  should  such  an  event  occur. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  request  Major  Gen.  Long  to  give  whatever  assistanoe,  by 
dragoons,  that  may  be  necessary  in  rendering  the  communications  more  prompt  and  effec- 
tual between  the  several  corps  above  mentioned. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  transmit  a  daily  report  for  the  present  to  bead  quarters. 

A  duplicate  of  this  letter  is  transmitted  (open)  under  cover,  to  Sir  T.  Pictoo,  with  dneo- 
tious  to  act  accordingly. 
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Tk$  A.Q.  f  M^or  Sfwm,  A.A.Q.,  3c/  ditAAm.  Md  July,  1818. 

CoL  Keane,  commanding  the  5  th  batt.  of  the  60t]i  regt.,  hayinj^  faTorabl^ 

reported  on  the  canaes  of  Ensira *i  abtence,  as  also  that  a  disposition  had  en- 

dently  appeared  on  die  part  of  that  officer  to  join  his  cor^,  you  will  release  him 
from  arrest  and  order  him  to  duty.     I  beg  you  will  take  this  occaaioii  of  obsenriiig 

to  Ensign  that  an  officer  should  always  communicate  to  his  inunediote  eoot- 

mander  the  difficulties  that  impede,  or  the  progress  made  towards  meeting  his 
duty,  and  that  on  any  future  necessity  of  following  the  course  of  an  army  1  recom- 
mend that  officer's  moving  by  orders  rather  than  by  the  suggestion  or  caprice  of  a 
travelling  companion. 

Au  G^.  Don  P.  A.  Oiron.  Lesaca,  ce  24  Juillet,  1813,  &  11  heures  du  matin. 

J'ai  re^u  hier  au  soir  des  nouvelles,  k  n'en  pouvoir  douter,  que  la  grande 
force  de  Tennemi  a  marched  vert  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port  Les  bateaux,  qui 
8ont  deux  trains  de  pont,  restent  toujours  k  Urnigne.  Ainsi  on  croirait 
que  Tennemi  a  vraiment  Tintention  de  tirer  notre  attention  de  ce  c6te-l^ 
et  alors  de  faire  quelque  tentative  sur  la  riviere.  Mais,  comme  je 
n'entends  plus  de  feu  da  c6ti$  de  ^an  Sebastian,  j'espere  que  cette  affaire 
est  finie. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Oraham,  ILB.  Xesaca,  34th  July,  1813,  \  hefore  \%  A.K. 

I  have  just  received  jour  letter  of  5  this  morning,  and  I  am  sorrj  that 
circumstances  did  not  allow  of  your  attacking  the  place  this  morning. 

I  wish  jou  would  consider  whether,  if  the  fire  continues  this  evening, 
it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  take  possession  of  the  breaches,  and 
intrench  parties  upon  them,  well  supplied  with  musket  ammunition, 
keeping  a  communication  with  them  at  high  water  by  means  of  some  of 
the  pontoons.  If  we  cannot  communicate  with  the  town  by  the  breaches, 
one  would  imagine  that  the  enemy  could  not  injure  those  men,  at  least  not 
those  on  the  great  breach.  Those  on  the  smaller  one  might  be  injured  by 
the  fire  Arom  the  barrack  and  the  one  gun  battery.  Would  it  not  be  worth 
whUe  to  turn  all  our  guns  this  evening  and  to-morrow  morning  agamst 
that  part  of  the  wall  which  you  commenced,  but  afterwards  discontinued, 
to  breach  yesterday  morning  ?  If  it  answers,  you  will  have  a  third  breach. 
I  believe  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  rampart  of  which  it  is  so  desirable  for 
us  to  get  possession. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  Lb  Cole,  K.B.  Lewca,  t4th  July»  IsiS. 

Since  writing  to  you  yesterday,  Lord  Welliagton  has  desired  that  I  should  express  stiU 
more  strongly  bow  essential  be  considers  it  that  the  passes  in  front  of  Ronoesvalles  should 
be  maintained  to  the  utmost ;  and  I  am  to  direct,  therefore,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as 
make  every  necessary  axmngemeut  for  repeUing  cdbotually  every  direct  attack  that  the 
enemy  may  make  in  that  qoarter. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  see  established  in  a  solid  manner  the  connexion  between  te 
left  of  the  posts  occupied  by  Major  Geo.  Byng,  and  the  right  of  those  held  by  Brig.  Geo. 
Campbell,  and  take  also  the  nee eesary  precaution  to  secure  the  right  of  M^or  Gen.  Byiig  s 
post  from  being  turned  on  the  side  of  Orbaiieta. 

Lord  Welliugton  attaches  very  little  importance  to  any  wider  movement  which  the  enemy 
might  attempt,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  right  of  our  position. 

Tbe  difficulties  ana  delays  in  which  soch  an  operation  would  engage  him  are  of  ihe»- 
selves  very  considerable  obstacles;  and  would  retard  the  enemy  sufficiently  to  give  time 
for  other  arrangements  to  stop  his  progress,  without  giving  up  tbe  hold  we  now  have  of  the 
passes  upon  the  frontier. 

Ton  will  be  so  good  as  understand  that  in  so  fiw  as  relates  to  any  military  operations 
that  may  occur  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  the  troops  commanded  by  Miyor  Gen. 
Byng  are  under  your  direction,  as  the  senior  General  officer  in  that  quarter. 
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I  have  undoubted  intelligence  diat  Soult  hae  moved  the  greatest  part  of 
his  force  towards  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  leaving  at  Urrugne  the  boats, 
which  are  two  complete  bridges.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  he 
entertains  serious  designs  to  draw  our  attention  from  the  side  of  Irun,  and 
then  to  attempt  to  pass  the  river. 

1V>  &e  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.a  Leaca,  34tii  July,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  private  and  confidential  letter,  I  recommend  to  jou 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  formation  of  any  Regency,  excepting  on 
tlie  scheme  proposed  in  my  letter  to  La  Vega,  as  you  may  depend  upon  it 
tione  will  answer. 

In  respect  to  the  American  mediation,  I  conclude  that  you  have  orders 

.  from  government :  if  you  have  not,  I  recommend  to  you  to  say  that  you 

are  ready  to  receive  and  forward  to  government  any  proposition  they  have 

to  make,  either  that  Great  Britain  should  mediate  between  them  and  their 

colonies,  or  for  a  commercial  arrangement  with  Great  Britain. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Lesoca,  24th  July,  1813. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  letters  of  the  15tli  and  16th.  I 
shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  explain  from  me  to  the 
government,  the  Minister  at  War,  and  Sefior  Argiielles,  that,  although  I 
think  the  conduct  of  government  towards  Gen.  Castanos  and  Gen.  Giron 
is  harsh  and  unjust,  I  don't  complain  of  it  as  a  breach  of  engagement  with- 
me ;  nor  does  that  conduct  occasion  my  desire  to  be  satisfied  respecting 
the  breach  of  engagement.  Senor  Argiielles  will  see,  therefore,  that  I 
have  not  put  the  Cortes  and  government  in  the  dilemma  of  choosing  to 
keep  Gen.  Castanos  in  his  employment  or  of  losing  my  services. 

Neither  do  I  complain  of  the  refusal  of  government  to  promote  the 
officers  whom  I  had  recommended  after  the  battle  as  a  breach  of  engage- 
ment. It  was  ungracious ;  but  there  ii  no  engagement  to  me  that  either 
all  I  recommend  shall  be  promoted  or  that  none  shall  be  removed.  It 
would  have  been  unreasonable  to  ask  such  an  engagement,  and  improper 
to  make  it.  What  I  complain  of  is,  that,  government  having  made  an 
engagement  with  me,  without  which  I  neither  can  nor  will  hold  the 
command  of  the  army,  they  have  broken  it,  not  in  one,  but  in  a  hundred 
instances ;  and  that  they  appear  to  do  it  wantonly,  because  they  know  my 
disinclination  to  relinquish  the  command,  on  account  of  the  bad  effect 
which  such  relinquishment  will  have  on  the  cause,  as  well  in  Spain  as 
throughout  Europe.  Their  conduct  is  therefore  ii\jurious  as  an  indignity, 
as  well  as  because  it  deprives  me  of  the  only  power  which  I  can  have 
over  the  army ;  and  I  must  have  some  satisfaction  on  the  subject 

Nobody  knows  better  than  I  do  the  miserable  state  to  which  authority 
is  reduced  in  Spain ;  and  the  government  will  do  me  the  justice  to  ac- 
knowledge that,  whenever  they  have  called  upon  me  to  support  their 
authority,  I  have  done  it,  and  efficaciously.  But  they  know  well  the 
inefficacy  of  the  Ordencaiza  to  punish  any  officer :  in  fact,  it  is  in  this 
respect  a  dead  letter.  Authority  can  be  maintahied  only  by  influence ; 
and,  I  thank  God !  I  possess  a  sufficient  degree  of  influence  over  the 
officers  of  tlie  army  to  induce  them  to  do  their  duty ;  and  I  believe  that. 
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if  I  were  to  lose  the  command  to-morrow,  they  would  act  with  me  as 
cordially  for  the  public  service  as  they  did  before  I  was  appointed  to  the 
command.  But  I  should  lose  all  influence  and  authority  over  them  if  I 
were  to  submit  to  these  indignities  without  complaint;  and  therefore  it  is 
that  I  complain,  and  that  I  must  insbt  upon  the  government  satisfying 
me  upon  this  point. 

I  do  think  the  cause  of  Spain  is  materially  involved  in  my  retaining 
the  command  both  externally  and  internally.  One  advantage  resulting 
from  it  is  that  the  army  is  directed  to  repel  the  common  enemy,  and  is 
kept  clear  of  all  interference  in  the  disputes  of  the  parties  of  the  day. 
This  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  command  were  in  the  hands  of  any 
person  who  could  feel  an  interest  in  these  parties. 

TV  A.G.  to  UmL  CoL  May,  A.A.G^  Royal artilttry.  34tfa  July,  1813. 

You  will  observe  by  the  enclosures  that  the  Commissary  Gen.  has  applied 
through  this  office  for  an  explanation  in  how  far  his  Excellency  approves  of  spirits 
being  issued  in  extra  allowance  to  soldiers  of  the  Royal  artillerj  actually  employed 
in  the  batteries  during  the  operations  of  a  siege,  on  the  simple  requisition  of  the 
officer  conimandine  the  artillery  brigades.  I  am  to  inform  you  his  Excellency  has 
instructed  Sir  R.  Kennedy  that  the  order  of  the  Commander  of  the  troops  so  em- 
ployed is  alone  to  be  considered  a  sufficient  voucher  for  such  issues,  and  I  hare 
m  consequence  to  recommend  you  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T. 
Graham  for  the  order  annexed  of  the  16th  July,  which  you  appear  to  have  authoi^ 
ised  in  an  informal  manner,  and  which  you  will  afterwards  return  to  me  for  trani«- 
mission  to  tlie  Commissary  Gen.*8  office. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Leiaca,  25th  July,  1813,  10  p.m. 

When  on  my  road  home  I  heard  that  there  had  been  firing  in  the 
Puerto  de  Maya,  and  since  my  arrival  I  have  heard  that  the  enemy  had 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Ltmoi,  S5Ui  Jaly,  ists. 

It  looks  very  much  as  if  Soult  were  going  to  make  an  effort  against  Byng  and  Cole 
npan  the  Ronoesvalles  road.  If  he  does  so,  he  will  probablv  make  some  demonstration  at 
least  in  other  points,  and  he  prepared  to  foUow  these  up  if  be  has  any  success  in  his  prin- 
cipal attack. 

In  the  latter  case  I  should  think  Campbell  would  be  obliged  to  fall  back  from  Les 
Alduides;  and  that  happening,  you  would  have  to  evacuate  your  more  advanced  positions 
in  the  valley  of  Baztan.  Hie  enemy  would,  of  course,  follow  up  these  retrograde  move- 
ments, and  the  result,  I  should  think,  would  be,  our  having  to  draw  back  also  the  7th  and 
Light  divisions,  and  to  take  up  for  the  moment  a  more  retired  line. 

If  the  accounti  from  the  right  continue  to  threaten  active  operations  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  head  quarters  will  probably  move  more  that  way.  Lord  Wellington  is  gone  towards 
San  Sebastian.  An  assault  was  made  upon  the  breach  there  this  morning,  but  it  fiiiled.  I 
do  not  understand  that  our  loss  has  been  very  considerable. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhouiie.  Lenca.  S5th  Jaly,  1S13. 

It  will  be  a  proper  precaution  that  your  division  ihould  be  prepared  to  make  a  movement 
this  evening,  should  it  be  necessary. 

Ptay  give  me  the  earliest  intelligence  you  can  of  whatever  occurs  towards  Sir  R.  Hill*s 


If  the  enemy  has  any  decided  success  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  of  Bastan,  your 
division  may  have  to  move  towards  San  Estevan. 
I  oaa  say  nothing  more  at  present.    Lord  Wellington  is  towards  San  Sebastian. 

Q.lf  .G.  to  Major  Gen.  Baron  C.  Alten.  tjmM,  tsth  Jaly,  isia. 

It  would  appear,  from  a  rsport  I  have  from  Lord  Dalhousie,  tiiat  tiie  enemy  is  atlempttnf 
sometliing  against  the  Puerto  de  Mava.  Let  your  division  know  they  may  have  occasion 
to  move  on  a  short  notice.  You  will  of  course  let  Major  Ross  know  also,  that  his  burses 
and  mules  may  be  kept  at  hand,  in  case  his  troop  of  artillery  should  be  required  to  move. 
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moved  in  force  in  the  morning  upon  Roncesvalles,  and  were  engaged  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  with  Gen.  Byng  and  the  4th  division  :  I  have  not 
yet  heard  the  result. 

As  the  siege  is  now  in  that  state  that  we  can  do  no  more  till  the  ammu- 
nition, &c.,  arrives  from  England,  it  will  render  your  force  much  more 
disposable,  and  it  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  have  embarked  all  the 
carriages,  wheels,  &c.,  and  every  thing  else  not  absolutely  necessary. 
The  guns  ought  likewise  to  be  returned  to  the  Surveillante^  and  the 
others  moved  out  of  the  batteries  to  the  landing  place,  excepting  two  on 
the  right  to  keep  up  a  fire  on  the  breaches,  and  the  four  18  pounders  to 
be  on  the  left.     Two  howitzers  might  be  left  on  the  hill. 

It  is  impossible  to  judge  of  Soult's  plan  yet,  particularly  till  I  know  the 
result  of  his  operations  of  this  day.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  were 
driven  off  from  the  Puerto  de  Maya.  One  can  hardly  believe  that,  with 
30,000  men,  he   proposes  to  force  himself  through  the  passes  of  the 

Instructions  communicated  by  the  Q.M.G.  Lettca.  25U»  July.  1813. 

Sir  S.  Cotton  will  be  to  ^ood  as  assemble  Major  Gen.  Ponsonby  s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
and  the  3  regiments  of  British  hussars,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  Pamplona,  near  the  roads  which  lead  to  that  place  from  Puente  la  Reyna  and  from 
Tafalla. 

He  will  also  direct  Brig.  Gen.  d*Urban's  brigade,  and  the  Household  brigade  of  cavalry, 
to  more  from  their  respective  cantonments  towards  the  same  point,  by  routes  which  he  will 
be  so  good  as  point  out  to  them. 

Major  Gen.  Fane*s  brigade  will  contmue  towards  Monreal,  having  a  post  of  observation 
at  SangUesa,  and  observing  also  the  roads  which  come  down  any  of  the  valleys  of  the 
Salazar  or  the  Iraci  rivers,  or  by  the  valley  of  Erro. 

Sir  S.  Cotton  will  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  Conde  de  la  Bishal  before 
Pamplona,  as  also  with  Don  Carlos  de  Bspafia,  who  is  expected  to  arrive  before  Pamplona 
from  Vitoria,  by  the  road  of  Salvatierra. 

As  there  is  an  hospital  station  at  Arasure,  near  Pamplona,  Sir  S.  Cotton  will  be  so  good 
as  make  preparations  for  its  removal  in  the  direction  of  Vitoria,  in  case  circumstausei 
should  occur  to  render  such  a  measure  expedient. 

An  officer*s  party  of  the  cavalry  should  be  placed  as  soon  as  possible  at  Villaba,  leaving 
a  letter  party  at  Ostis ;  and  another  officer*!  pturty  must  be  placed  at  Lisaso,  to  communicate 
by  Dofia  Maria  with  San  Estevan. 

Arrangements  to  take  place  in  the  event  of  its  becoming  necessary  to  assemble  a  force  to 
oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  Pamplona  by  the  Roncesvalles  road : 

Major  Gen.  Byng  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole,  if  compelled  to  fall  back  from  the  passes 
of  Roncesvalles^  will  take  up  a  uositiou  behind  linioain. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Picton  will  move  tlie  3d  division  from  Olague  to  Egui,  and  Silbeti, 
to  sustain  the  left  of  the  troops  under  Sir  L.  Cole,  and  to  support  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell  also, 
upon  the  road  to  Les  Alduides. 

When  Brig.  G^n.  Campbell  finds  himself  obliged  to  abandon  the  valley  of  Les  Alduides, 
he  will  maintain  himself  in  the  passes  in  front  of  the  foundry  of  Egui,  and  will  dispute 
the  ground  there  as  long  as  possible.  If  still  obliged  to  retire,  he  will  retreat  towards 
Egui,  where  he  will  be  supported  by  Sir  T.  Picton. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  will  be  so  good  as  make  arrangements  so  as  to  hold  as  long  as 
possible  the  road  for  artillery  which  passes  through  Sumbilla,  Narvarte,  and  Irurita  to  Ber- 
rueta,  and  by  which  the  artillery  of  tlie  Light  division  has  been  ordered  to  continue  its 
march  this  mominr. 

Major  Gen.  Pack  will  place  2  brigades  of  the  6th  division  beyond  Legasa,  in  the  situa- 
tion most  favorable  for  supporting  the  left  of  the  troops  under  Sir  R.  Hill.  The  other 
brigade  of  the  6th  division  will  continue  posted  near  San  Estevan,  to  cover  and  maintain 
that  point. 

Lord  Dalhousie  will  move  upon  Sumbilla. 

The  baggage  of  the  7th  division  will  precede  it,  and  will  move  a  little  beyond  San 
Estevan,  in  the  direction  of  Dofia  Maria. 

Lord  Oalhousie  will  maintain  Sumbilla,  and  will  connect  himself  on  the  right  with  the 
6th  division. 

The  Light  division  will  place  itself  on  the  left  book  of  the  Bidaaoa,  in  such  situation  as 
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moantains.  The  remainder  of  his  force,  one  would  think,  must  come 
into  operation  on  some  other  point,  either  to-morrow  or  the  day  after ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  jou  should  be  prepared. 

I  shall  apprise  jou  immediately  of  any  intelligence  I  may  receive,  and 
of  any  movements  I  may  make. 

An  G611.  Ckmde  de  la  Bisbal.  Lesaca,  ce  25  Juillet,  1813. 

L'ennemi  a  hier  fait  des  mouvemens  vers  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port ;  et  il 
a  aujourd'hui  paru  en  grande  force  en  avant  de  notre  poste  k  Roncesvalles, 
et  dans  le  Puerto  de  Maya  et  Les  Alduides.  On  me  dit  qull  a  «5u5  re- 
pouss($  au  Puerto  de  Maya ;  mais  je  n'ai  pas  de  nouvelles  n^centes  de 
Roncesvalles,  c'est  k  dire,  pas  depuis  une  heure  de  I'apr^  midi. 

Le  GtSn.  Don  Carlos  de  Espaiia  doit  6tre  arrived  k  prtbent  dans  le  voi- 
sinage  de  Pampelune  avec  sa  division,  k  laquelle  j'ai  ordonn^  d'y  marcher ; 
et  je  vous  prie  de  le  prendre  sous  vos  ordres.  Qu'il  y  soit  arrivt5  ou  non, 
je  vous  prie  de  faire  marcher  la  moititi  de  Tinfanterie  que  vous  aurez  au 
blocus  de  Pampelune  sur  Zubiri,  d'oii  vous  aurez  la  bont<l  de  les  mettre 
en  communication  avec  le  G^n.  Sir  T.  Picton,  qui  commande  la  3"*  divi- 
sion de  I'arm^  Britannique  et  sera  k  Egui ;  et  avec  le  G^n,  Sir  L.  Cole, 

to  be  enabled  to  more  by  its  right  to  San  Eitevan,  or  by  its  left  towards  Yand  and 


It  will  comiDunicate,  on  its  right,  with  the  troops  at  San  Esteran  and  SumblUa;  and, 
on  its  left,  with  the  troops  of  Brig.  Longa.  The  baggage  of  the  Light  division  will  more 
off  as  soon  as  possible  to  Yanci,  and  Major  Gen.  Alten  will  regulate  the  wi&drawing  of  his 
troops  in  such  manner  as  may  best  cover  the  march  of  tlie  7lh  division  upon  Sumbilla, 
as  also  that  of  his  own  baggage. 

The  baggage  of  head  quarters  will  more  off  as  soon  as  possible  by  Yanci  to  Elgoxiaga, 
near  San^tevan,  where  it  will  receive  further  orders. 

Brig.  Longa  will  occupy,  with  his  right,  Yanci  and  Lesaca,  having  posts  at  the 
bridges  and  along  the  banxs  of  the  Bidasoa,  and  communicating  also  with  the  Light 
division.*  With  his  left  he  will  occupy  the  heights  which  overlook  the  Bidasoa  below 
the  bridge  of  Lesaca  and  the  bridge  of  Vera ;  and  he  will  have  posts  also  at  Salain  and  at 
the  ferry  of  Endalaxa.  There  should  be  a  battalion  of  Gen.  Longa*s  division  in  reserve 
upon  die  hill  to  the  left,  where  the  roads  from  Salain  and  from  Endalasa  meet,  near  the 
house  called  Gardel. 

There  should  be  posts  also  at  San  Antonio  and  at  the  mill  of  Andarra,  to  oommunicate 
with  Oyarzun  and  with  Inm. 


'*  '  Instruction  pour  le  Brig.  Longa.  '  Lasses,  M  JoiUet,  ISIS. 

'  Le  g6n£ral  Longa  voudra  bien  disposer  ses  troupes  aujourd*hui  de  manidre  quVllet 
oecupent  sur  leur  droite  les  villages  de  Yanci  et  de  Lnaca ;  ayant  des  postes  considerables 
sor  le  pont  de  Yanci,  et  sur  celui  de  Lesaca ;  et  observant,  aussi,  par  des  postes  plus  petite, 
tout  le  cours  de  cette  partie  de  la  rividre.  La  gauche  de  la  division  du  gteiral  Longa 
doit  occuper  les  hautetus  aui  dominent  le  cours  de  la  Bidasoa  depuis  le  pont  de  Lesaca 
jusqn*i  la  barca  de  Kndalasa ;  occupant,  fortement,  le  pont  de  Vera,  et  ayant  des  forces 

E tables  aussi  k  Salain  et  ft  la  barca  de  Endalasa.  Le  g^6ral  Longa  piendra  aussi  des 
itions  convenables  pour  empdcher  que  Tennemi  puisse  p4n6trer  en  avant^  quand  m^m* 
lit  r6ussia  faire  passer  la  nvidre  par  une  partie  de  ses  troupes ;  et  i  cet  effet  le  gin^ral 
Longa  tiendia  toujours  une  bonne  partie  de  ses  troupes  en  reserve,  et  camp£e  sur  les  hauteurs 
les  plus  dominantes  qu'il  y  aura  imm£diatemeiit  en  arridre  de  ses  postes  avanc^  Le 
general  Longa  aura  soin  d'ltre  toujours  en  communication  avec  les  troupes  Anglaises  (1m 
division  L^gdre)  qiii  seront  sur  sa  droite ;  comme  aussi  avec  les  troupes  Kspagnoles  du 
g^n^ral  Giron,  qui  §e7ont  sur  sa  gauche.  II  commuiiiquera  avec  les  demidres  et  par  la 
route  qui  va  de  k  vall^  d' Andarra  4  Irun,  et  par  celle  qui  va  par  la  mftme  vall^  i 
Oyarzun.  Le  g^n^ral  Longa  voudra  bien  mettre,  aussi,  des  postes  de  sa  cavalerie  4 
Articuza  et  k  Goisueta,  pour  6tre  en  communication  avec  le  centre  comme  aussi  avfc  k 
gauche  de  Tarm^.* 
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qui  commande  la  4"*  division  et  sera  ou  k  Linzoain  ou  en  avant  de  cette 
ville,  k  Roncesvalles.     Le  blocus  sera  tenu  par  le  reste  de  I'infanterie. 

Avec  cette  lettre  il  en  va  une  pour  Sir  S.  Cotton  k  Tafalla,  qui  lui 
ordonne  de  rassembler  sa  cavalerie  pr^  de  Pampelune,  et  je  vous  prie  de 
la  lui  faire  remettre  par  une  voie  prompte  et  siire. 

Je  vous  prie  aussi  d't^crire  k  Mina,  k  Saragosse,  et  de  lui  dire  ce  qui  se 
passe  de  ce  c6t(^ci.  II  me  parait  que,  pour  le  pnbent,  il  devrait  se  con- 
tenter  du  blocus  du  fort  de  Saragosse ;  et  qu'au  moins,  avec  son  infanterie 
et  celle  de  Duran,  il  devrait  se  rapprocber  de  nous. 

Ta  the  Eurl  of  lirerpool.*  Lesoca,  35th  July,  1813. 

I  bave  received  your  letter  of  tbe  7th,  marked  private  and  car^iderUicd, 
Buonaparte  sent  off  Soult  from  Dresden  on  tbe  4tb,  upon  hearing  of  our 
having  passed  tbe  Ebro.     He  did  not  bear  of  the  battle  till  the  6th. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  we  must  continue  our  efforts  against  the 
enemy  in  order  to  establish  ourselves  well  on  this  frontier ;  and  I  shall 
soon  be  able  to  decide  whether  the  effort  ought  to  be  directed  to  France 
itself^  or  to  Catalonia,  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  Much  will 
depend  upon  what  will  be  going  forward  in  the  north  of  Europe. 

1  don't  think  we  could  successfully  apply  to  this  frontier  of  Spain  the 
system  on  which  we  fortified  the  country  between  the  Tagus  and  the  sea. 
That  line  is  a  very  short  one,  and  the  communication  easiest  and  shortest 
on  our  side.  The  Pyrenees  are  a  very  long  line ;  there  are  not  fewer  than 
70  passes  through  the  mountains,  and  the  communication,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  hitherto,  is  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  We  may  facili- 
tate the  defence  by  fortifying  some  of  the  passes ;  but  we  can  never  make 
the  Pyrenees  what  we  made  between  the  Tagus  and  the  sea. 

The  Spanish  troops  are  now  useful,  and  will  be  still  more  so  than  they 
are,  in  defending  those  passes ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Spanish 
armies  may  be  very  considerably  augmented  by  recniits  from  the  pro- 
vinces mentioned  by  your  Lordship,  although  they  have  already  furnished 
considerable  numbers  of  men  to  Longa's,  Mina's,  and  Porlier's  divisions, 
and  to  the  troops  serving  under  the  command  of  Mendizabal.  But  when 
I  tell  your  Lordship  that  the  Spanish  army  does  not  consist  of  much  less 
than  160,000  men  at  present,  you  will  probably  be  of  opinion  that  we 
don't  want  men  to  defend  such  positions  as  the  Pyrenees,  but  means  to 
pay,  feed,  and  clothe  those  men,  and  to  keep  them  in  that  state  of  efficiency 
and  discipline  in  the  field  in  which  soldiers  ought  to  be  to  render  any 
effectual  service  to  the  country  which  employs  them.  Your  Lordship 
will  see  this,  when  I  tell  you  that  of  those  160,000  men  we  have  not  much 
more  than  between  a  quarter  and  a  third  of  the  numbers  employed  against 
the  enemy ;  and  those  are  not  in  the  state  of  discipline  and  efficiency  in 
which  they  ought  to  be  or  might  be.  Our  efforts,  therefore,  should  be 
directed  to  improve  the  financial  resources  of  Spain  rather  than  increase 
the  number  of  men  at  present  in  the  Spanish  armies.  I  have  only  ^is 
day  had  a  proposition  from  Longa  to  go  to  the  rear,  as  he  can  get  neither 
pay  nor  food  in  front    The  wants  of  all  are  of  the  same  description; 

*  Kudoted  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  4th  Aug.  1813,  p.  649. 
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and,  as  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  there  are  no  troops  paid  in  Spain  at 
present,  excepting  those  to  whom  I  have  heen  enabled  to  spare  money 
out  of  our  military  chest  in  payment  of  the  Spanish  subsidy. 

Your  Lordship  must  have  seen  enough  of  Uie  Spanish  character,  during 
the  contest  and  our  connexion  with  them,  to  be  aware  that  it  will  not 
answer  to  press  any  measure  upon  them  which  they  don't  like.  I  have 
not  seen  among  them  the  slightest  inclination  to  employ  English  officers 
to  discipline  their  troops  to  such  an  extent  as  would  answer  any  useful 
purpose ;  and  I  believe  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  which  they  like  me  so 
well  is  that,  contrary  to  their  expectations,  I  have  not  pressed  them  to 
take  English  officers.  Besides,  as  1  have  above  stated  to  your  Lordship,  the 
Spanish  troops  don't  want  discipline,  if  by  discipline  is  meant  instruction, 
so  much  as  they  do  a  system  of  order,  which  can  be  founded  only  on 
regular  pay  and  food,  and  good  care  and  clothing.  These  British  officers 
could  not  give  them ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  Portuguese  are  now 
the  fighting  cocks  of  the  army,  I  believe  we  owe  their  merits  more  to  the 
care  we  have  taken  of  their  pockets  and  bellies  than  to  the  instruction  we 
have  given  them.  In  the  end  of  last  campaign  they  behaved  in  many 
instances  exceedingly  ill,  because  they  were  in  extreme  misery,  the  Portu- 
guese government  having  neglected  to  pay  them.  I  have  forced  the  Por- 
tuguese government  to  make  arrangements  to  pay  them  regularly  this 
year,  and  every  body  knows  how  they  behave.  Our  own  troops  always 
fight,  but  the  influence  of  regular  pay  is  seriously  felt  on  their  conduct, 
their  health,  and  their  efficiency ;  and  as  for  the  French  troops,  it  is 
notorious  that  they  will  do  nothing  unless  regularly  paid  and  fed. 

If  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the  favor  to  look  at  the  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  you  in  1809,  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  Portugal,  and  to  look 
over  the  morning  states  which  I  send  every  week  to  the  Sec  of  State, 
you  will  see  that  we  have  seldom  had  in  the  ranks  of  Portuguese  and 
British  troops  the  full  numbers  therein  pointed  out.  Till  the  other  day, 
I  have  never  had  60,000  men  in  the  field ;  and  I  have  them  not  now,  if 
Lord  W.  Bentinck's  corps  is  not  reckoned,  as  it  ought  no^  to  be.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  you  ought  not  to  have  less  than  60,000  British  and  Por- 
tuguese troops  in  the  field  as  long  as  you  maintain  the  war  in  the  Peninsula, 
let  the  Spanish  armies  have  what  they  may. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  operations  of  this  summer  upon  which  you 
may  rely,  is  a  great  reduction  of  the  expense,  at  least  of  the  British  army. 
As  soon  as  I  shall  get  possession  of  San  Sebastian  I  shall  commence,  and 
as  soon  as  I  shall  have  Pamplona  I  shall  complete,  the  reduction  of  all 
our  expenses  in  Portugal ;  not  to  incur  others  upon,  the  northern  coast  of 
Spain ;  but  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  have  all  our  principal  magazines 
in  England,  our  hospitals  iii  England,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  trans- 
port of  the  army  at  least  will  be  very  much  reduced.  I  hope  likewise 
that  we  shall  now  get  more  money ;  and  your  Lordship  may  depend  upon 
it  that  every  sum  that  we  can  spend  in  purchases  in  the  country  will  save 
the  government  enormously. 

I  believe  that  I  have  now  given  answers  to  all  the  topics  in  your  Lord« 
ship's  letter. 
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To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Leuca,  25th  July,  1813,  4  lm. 

Gen.  W.  Stewart  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  the  Puerto  de  Maya 
yesterday,  but  regained  it  with  the  assistance  of  a  brigade  of  the  7th  divi- 
sion. I  had  a  verbal  message  from  him  at  10  p.m.,  when  Sir  R.  Hill  had 
ordered  him  to  retire. 

I  have  no  report  from  Sir  R.  Hill  of  a  later  date  than  6  p.m.,  at  which 
hour  he  mentions  Gen.  Stewart  having  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Puerto, 
and  he  says  he  will  hold  Elizondo.  His  orders  to  Gen.  Stewart  were  to 
retire  upon  Berrueta,  which  is  2  leagues  farther  back ;  but  it  is  possible 
that  he  proposes  to  place  him  in  the  rear.  He  does  not  tell  me  what  had 
passed  on  the  right,  though  he  mentions  having  come  from  Les  Alduides. 

The  loss  of  the  Puerto  de  Maya  renders  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the 
7th  division  to  Sumbilla.  The  Light  division  will,  however,  still  occupy 
this  place  and  Yanci,  and  this  part  of  the  Bidasoa ;  and  Longa  the  rocky 
heights,  by  which  the  roads  pass  from  hence  and  the  Bidasoa  on  Oyarzun. 
We  must  endeavor  to  regain  these  positions,  however,  or  we  can  scarcely 
make  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian ;  and  I  think  it  desirable  that  you  should 
carry  into  execution  the  arrangement  proposed  in  my  note  last  night  so 
much  farther  as  to  embark  the  guns  and  stores  which  you  will  take  out 
of  the  batteries,  leaving  only  those  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  fire. 

I  am  going  towards  San  Estevan  and  Elizondo.  I  shall  write  to  you 
again  this  day,  as  well  this  way  as  by  Goizueta. 

Tht  AM,  to  Capt.  Macinlty  Pahnda.  25tfa  July,  1813. 

I  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  representation  submitted  by  the  authorities  of 
Palencia  to  the  Commander  of  the  rorces  of  the  suffering  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  from  the  irregularity  of  foragins  of  the  troops  and  followers  of  the 
army  in  passing  that  roao.  You  understand  that  one  of  tne  most  essential  atten- 
tions  of  an  officer  commanding  a  passing  station  is  to  prevent  such  disorders  and 
causes  of  complaint,  which  is  only  to  be  done  with  certainty  by  making  previous 
arrangements  with  the  magistrates  for  the  issue  of  every  supply  not  in  me  posses- 
sion of  the  Commissariat  on  the  responsibility  of  that  department ;  you  will  there- 
fore be  pleased  in  conjunction  with  the  resident  Commissary  to  have  an  explanation 
with  the  chief  authorities,  who  appear  disposed  to  come  to  an  imderstanaing,  and 
you  will  report  to  me  the  result  of  your  conference.  Followers  of  the  army  com- 
mitting trespass  of  the  above  nature  should  be  made  to  pay  for  the  damage,  or  be 
given  over  to  the  civil  power  otherwise  to  answer  for  it. 

Tht  A,G.  to  Mqfor  'Djoh,  A,A.G,,  6M  dioiiion,  !l6tfa  July,  1813. 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  direct  Capt  Swain  of  the  36th  regt.  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Bilbao,  there  to  execute  the  duties  of  a  Commandant  of  a  hospital 
station  it  is  proposed  to  establish  at  that  place.  Capt.  Swain  will  communicate 
with  the  Q.  M.  G.  and  principal  Medical  officer  noW  at  Bilbao  as  to  the  most 
eligible  buildings  to  be  occupied,  and  you  will  direct  him  to  be  regulated  by  the 
annexed  printA  instructions  on  the  points  of  duty  to  which  they  refer,  and  to 
attend  to  the  forms  and  periods  of  the  returns  required.  Capt  Swain  is  expected 
to  report  his  arrival  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  and  firom  time  to  time  make 

To  Major  Gen.  Pack  and  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie.       Almandos.  »6Ui  July.  isis. 

Bfajor  Gen.  Pack  will  put  the  6th  dirision  in  motion  at  daybreak  to-morrow  momiug 
and  march  to  Olagtie. 

Lord  Dalhoutie  will  extend  to  the  right,  so  as  to  occupy,  with  at  least  one  battalion,  the 
▼icinity  of  the  village  of  Oyeregui,  and  command  the  rood  which  leads  from  thence  towards 
Almaiidox.     This  is  necessary  to  secure  the  rear  and  the  left  of  Sir  R.  HilFs  position. 
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such  communications  to  tbis  office  as  the  service  may  require.     The  most  strict 
attention  must  be  paid  to  the  conduct  and  cleanliness  of  the  soldiers. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B. 

On  the  heights  m  front  of  Villaba  and  Huarte,  38th  July,  1813,  10(  a.m. 
I  have  been  in  movement  so  constantly  since  I  quitted  Lesaca,  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  write  to  you.  Sir  L.  Cole  and  Sir  T.  Picton  did 
not  think  themselves  sufficiently  strong  to  bold  any  position  between  this 
and  Roncesvalles ;  and  they  came  here,  where  I  joined  them,  luckily  about 
two  minutes  before  the  road  to  Ostiz  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.     I  have 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Pictou,  K.B.  Almandoi.  tttit  Jaly,  isis. 

I  have  received  and  shown  to  Lord  Wellington  a  letter  from  Sir  L.  Cole,  dated  at  Lin 
xoaio,  this  day.  It  appears  by  that  letter  that  Sir  L.  Cole  looks  forward  to  tiie  likelihood 
of  having  to  continue  1o  retire  upon  Pamplona. 

As  you  will  become  the  senior  General  officer  present  with  the  troops  now  between  the 
enemy  and  Pamplona,  when  the  divisions  are  umted.  Lord  Wellington  has  directed  me  to 
represent  to  you  how  necessary  it  is  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction  should 
be  checked. 

Reinforcements  for  your  support  are  moving  upon  Olague  from  (his  quarter,  and  the 
Conde  de  la  Bisbal  is  ordered  to  move  with  a  veiy  considerable  body  of  Spanish  troops 
from  Pamplona  upon  ZubirL  Lord  Wellington  is  of  opinion,  therefore,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  countrv,  and  the  very  respectable  force  of  good  troops  which  will  be  at  your 
disposal,  that  even  should  the  enemy  have  already  penetrated  beyond  Linioain  when  you 
receive  this,  he  will  undoubtedly  be  stopped  between  that  place  and  Zubiri. 

Head  quarters  will  be  to-morrow  at  Olague,  and  Lord  Wellington  purposes  to  go  on 
himself  to  join  the  3d  and  4th  divisions,  unless  he  should  receive  reports  in  the  mean  time 
to  render  that  unnecessary. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  not  omit  to  send  frequent  reports  to  bead  quarten  so  long 
as  the  situation  of  afBurs  in  the  quarter  where  you  are  continues  to  have  so  much  interest 
as  at  present 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Luu,  27th  Jalf ,  isis. 

I  enclose  an  instruction  for  yourself  and  also  for  the  troops  on  your  left.  You  will  be  so 
good  as  send  on  the  artillery  of  the  Conde  de  Amaiante*s  division  and  that  of  the  Light 
division  to  Lans,  without  del^ ;  ordering  such  detachments  of  infantry  for  its  assistance 
as  may  be  necessary.  Lord  Wellington  will  send  further  instructions  respecting  any  move- 
ments to  be  made  by  you  from  the  pasns  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  instructions. 

Lans,  STih  July,  1818,  f  a.m. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  army  will  be  fo-day  at  Lisaso. 

All  the  baggage  and  the  followen  of  head  quarters  arriving  at  Olague  are  to  proceed  to 
Lisaso,  and  &e  officer  commanding  at  Olague  will  take  particular  care  to  prevent  any  of 
them  going  on  towards  Ostiz. 

Lord  Wellington  desires  that  Sir  R.  Hill  will  put  the  troops  under  his  orders  in  motion  at 
3  o'clock,  P.M.  this  day,  and  fall  back  to  the  passes  between  Almandoi  and  Lanz.  Sir  R. 
Hill  will  be  so  good  as  send  instructions  to  Lord  Dalhousie  to  move  at  ffie  same  hour  by 
Dofia  Maria  towards  Lisaso ;  and  to  place  his  infantry  in  the  most  convenient  situation  tjt 
enabling  it  to  maintain  the  passes  behind  Dofia  liaria. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  also  send  uutructions  through  Lord  Dalhousie  to  the  Ist  hussars  at  Dofia 
Maiia,  to  fall  back,  as  soon  as  this  order  reaches  them,  towards  Lisaso,  that  they  may  not 
embarrass  the  infantey  in  the  passes.  Instructions  are  also  to  be  sent  through  Lord  Dal- 
housie, by  Sir  R.  Hill,  to  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten  to  move  the  Light  division  to  Zubieta. 
Major  Gen.  Alten  will  inform  himself  there  of  the  roads  which  lead  from  thence  into  the 
great  road  from  Tolosa,  by  Lecumberri,  to  Pamplona ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  retiring  from 
Zubieta,  his  march  will  be  directed  into  that  great  road. 

Sir  R.  Hill,  Lord  Dalhousie,  and  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten  will  endeavor  to  maintain  their 
communication  with  each  other,  for  the  mutual  conveyance  of  orders,  or  of  iotelligeDoe 
which  might  affect  the  situation  of  any  of  these  corps.  They  will  also  put  themselves  in 
communication  with  Lisaso,  where  heaid  quarters  will  be  this  day. 

Brig.  Gen.  Longa's  Spanish  division  will  remain  in  the  positions  which  it  at  prescot 
oocupies ;  and  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten  will  communicate  this  order  to  Brig.  Gen.  Lod^ 
apprising  him  at  the  same  time  of  his  own  movement  to  Zubieta.  Major  (Sen.  Alten  will 
alro  communicate  all  his  movements  to  Sir  T.  Graham. 
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in  my  front  Soult,  whh  from  30,000  to  35,000  men ;  but  he  does  not 
appear  inclined  to  attack  us.     The  6th  division  have  just  joined. 

Sir  R.  Hill  must  be  bj  this  time  at  Lizaso,  he  having  been  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  vallej  of  Baztan,  in  consequence  of  the  movements  of 
the  right.  He  has  in  hb  front  from  12,000  to  13,000  men ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  there  are  in  front  of  Irun  only  the  Reserve,  consisting  of 
7000  or  8000,  under  Gen.  Yillatte,  being  the  German,  Italian,  and 
Spanish  troops  of  the  three  armies  and  the  118°^regt.  The  Light  divi- 
sion will  be  at  Lecumberri,  on  the  road  from  Irurzun  to  Tolosa,  bj  which 
for  the  present  our  communication  must  be  kept. 

In  tBe  existing  state  of  affairs,  I  don't  think  the  enemy  can  interrupt 
it  or  annoy  your  position  on  the  great  road  in  any  measurie.     I  should 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Oen.  Sir  R.  HiU,  K.B.  Uu,  87th  Julf,  181  s. 

If  things  fhould  not  go  on  well  towardf  Pamplona,  we  may,  in  that  caae,  have  to  wheel 
the  army  back  upon  its  left,  placing  the  troops  now  about  Pamplona  near  Irurxun ;  the 
centre  of  the  army  between  that  and  Tolosa;  tbe  left,  under  Sir  T.  Graham,  remaining 
nearly  where  it  now  is. 

There  is  an  artillery  road  from  Olague  to  Irunun  (4  leagues),  and  one  branches  from 
it  to  Lecumberri.  These  roads  will  giro  the  means,  therefore,  of  moving  the  6th  division 
(now^  at  Olague),  the  14th  light  drasoons,  the  troops  with  you  and  in  tUs  neighbourhood, 
the  sick  and  wounded,  as  also  the  7ni  division  and  the  1st  hussars,  towards  the  line  I  have 
mentioned,  should  any  communications  arrive  to  render  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  do  so. 

The  Light  division  can  move  from  Zubieta  into  the  same  line,  which  oeing  that  of  the 
great  road  from  Tolosa  towards  Pamplona,  our  communications  and  lateral  movements 
would  be  easy. 

Q.H.O.  to  Lieot  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  and  Col.  Arentichildt. 

Utaao,  S7th  July,  1618, 4  r.M. 

The  1st  hussars  and  the  King's  German  Legion  will  move,  on  receiving  this  order,  to 
Lizaso,  and  encamp  near  it. 

The  7th  division  will  march  also  to  the  vicinity  of  Lisaso.  But  Lord  Dalhousie  will  leave 
a  post  of  observation  in  the  passes,  and  CoL  Arentschildt  will  leave  a  few  hussars  with  that 
post,  to  bring  reports  from  it. 

The  Ist  hussars  will  send  a  small  party,  under  an  officer,  to  ^  village  of  Lecumberri, 
on  the  great  road  between  Tolosa  and  Pamplona. 

This  party  is  stationed  there  to  keep  up  the  communication  between  the^  right  and  left 
of  the  army.  The  officer  commanding  it  will  put  himself  in  communication,  as  soon  at 
possible,  with  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten,  at  Zubieta,  and  report  his  having  done  so* 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Heights  of  Vnubm  88th  July,  1818. 4  t.m. 

The  enemy  has  been  repulsed  in  all  his  attacks  here.  It  will  be  necessary  to  take  eflec- 
tual  precautious,  howerer,  against  any  attempt  he  may  make  to  move  towards  Irurxun. 
This  he  might  do  with  the  troops  whidi  followed  your  march  by  the  Lanx  road,  and  those 
which  may  have  followed  Lord  Dalhousie  through  the  pass  of  Dofia  Maria.  Lord  Wel- 
lington will  be  found  either  upon  the  heights  of  this  position  or  at  Villaba.  The  baggage 
of  head  quarters  is  at  Berrioplano. 

The  sick  and  wounded  are  sent  to  Irurxun. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R,  Hill,  K.R  Height,  near  VUlaba,  8»th  July.  1818,  sk  a.m. 

Tour  report  of  the  enemy  moving  on  Lixaso  has  been  received.  The  7th  division  (now 
near  this)  has  been  ordered  back  to  your  support  Tour  objject  must  be  to^  prevent  the 
enemy  moving  towards  Pamdiona,  by  the  direct  road  on  Berrioplano  from  Linso,  as  also 
to  prevent  his  moving  or  sending  detachments  upon  Irurxun. 

With  the  support  of  the  7th  division  you  will  probably  be  equal  not  only  to  secure  the 
above  ok^ects,  but  even  to  act  offensively,  in  case  that  should  appear  to  be  the  most  effoctual 
means  of  preventing  the  enemy  firom  moving  uoon  Irutxun :  but  should  you  perceive  that 
the  enemy  returns  bis  force  into  tbe  road  of  Olague  and  Ortix,  you  will,  of  course,  send 
back  tbe  7th  division  to  its  destination  oo  the  left  of  this  position. 

Be  so  good  as  report  if  you  have  any  information  from  the  Light  division,  and  com- 
municate with  it  by  the  party  of  the  1st  hussars  which  is  stationed  at  Lecumberri. 

Major  Gen.  Fane's  brigade  of  cavalry  is  on  its  way  to  Berrioplano. 
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be  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  give  up  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  which 
I  am  afraid  we  should  be  by  weakening  the  blockade,  so  as  to  be  unable 
to  hold  the  trenches. 

Bit  P.M.  Although  I  told  you  in  the  commencement  of  this  letter  that  I 
did  not  think  Soult  would  attack  us,  he  did  attack  our  left  in  three 
minutes  afterwards,  and  the  writing  of  this  letter  was  interrupted.  The 
enemy  were  repulsed  at  all  points  with  considerable  loss.  We  have  also 
lost  a  considerable  number  of  men,  particularly  of  the  Fusiliers  and  4th 
Portuguese ;  the  latter  gave  way,  and  the  enemy  broke  through  our  line, 
which  principally  occasioned  the  loss  of  the  Fusiliers ;  but  upon  the 
whole  I  never  saw  the  troops  behave  so  well. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  Gen.  Giron  should  make  any  difficulties  about 
acting  with  you ;  but  I  will  make  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  write  to  him. 

I  should  be  very  happy,  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my 

Q.M.G.  to  Major  Gen.  Fane.  Position  near  vniaba.  29tli  July,  1813, 10  a^. 

When  your  brigade  gets  near  Berrioplano  you  will  be  so  good  as  send  one  squadron  to 
Irurzun.  Let  the  officer  commanding  it  be  instructed  to  patrol  towards  and  up  to  Lizaso, 
and  endeavor  to  communicate  in  that  way  with  Sir  R.  Hill  ^near  Lizaso).  Let  him  com- 
municate also  with  the  party  of  the  1st  hussars  at  Lecumbem.  Be  so  good  as  be  yourself 
in  communication  also  with  Sir  R.  Hill. 

Let  me  know  when  any  reserve  ammunition  arrives  at  Irunun  from  Vitoria  or  from 
HeniauL 

Memorandum  for  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  and  for  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B. 

Heights  sbove  VDlaba.  Mtfa  July.  1813,  «i  p.m. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  which  was  approaching  this  from  the  side  of  Lans  is  reported  to 
have  halted,  and  to  have  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Ostiz. 

From  the  lateness  of  the  hour  it  does  not  seem  likely,  therefore,  that  any  serious  attack 
can  take  place  this  evenhig. 

Lord  Dalhousie  will  be  so  good  as  close  his  division  towards  its  right,  that  it  may  be  in 
a  situation  whence  it  can  with  facility  move  to  the  ground  on  the  wooded  ridge  where 
Major  Gen.  Pack^s  left  now  is ;  and  he  will  also  ascertain  whether  one  of  his  brigades  could 
be  moved  up  to  a  high  ridge  which  lies  between  the  wooded  ridge  above  mentioned,  and 
the  great  hill  in  its  front. 

Lord  Dalhousie  will  be  so  good  as  have  it  ascertained  also  whether  (with  the  assistance  of 
men)  guns  could  be  got  up  upon  the  ridge  where  the  led  of  the  6th  division  now  is. 

Sir  R.  Hill's  last  report  states  his  having  sent  the  Conde  de  Amarante^s  division  to  Mar* 
calain.  This  division  should  be  left  in  a  situation  whence  it  may  move  to  its  right  towards 
the  7th  division,  should  such  movement  be  required. 

The  remainder  of  the  force  under  Sir  R.  Hill  had  better  continue  where  it  is. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  be  so  good,  however,  as  to  have  the  roads  leading  upon  Ostiz  asoertained. 
and  poets  of  infantry  pushed  forward  in  the  direction  of  that  place.  The  cavalry  should 
also  have  posts  as  far  forward  as  possible  towards  Olague  and  Lanz.  These  measures  will 
tend  to  keep  the  enemy  jealous  for  his  right  and  rear ;  and  the  line  pointed  out  may  become 
the  direction,  also,  of  an  offensive  movement  against  him,  should  any  circumstance  occur 
to  give  a  favorable  opening  for  such  a  measure.  Reports  from  Lieut  Col.  Sturgeon  (on 
the  great  hill  in  Lord  Dalhousie's  front)  state  the  enemy's  force  near  Ostiz,  at  3^  p.m.,  to 
appear  to  him  to  be  about  8000  or  9000  men.  Posts  of  observation  should  be  kept  on  the 
most  commanding  hills  all  day,  and  should  be  again  on  the  look  out  as  toon  as  there  is 
light  in  the  morning. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  VUlalMu  Wh  July,  1813. 10  p.m. 

As  it  is  understood  that  there  is  a  road  from  Ostiz  to  Marcaiain,  Lord  Wellington  thiLks 
it  advisable  that  some  British  troops  should  be  early  in  die  morning  with  the  Coode  de  Ama* 
rante's  division,  and  requests  you  will  make  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 

It  will  be  desirable  to  have  a  report  from  you  at  as  early  an  hour  in  the  morning  as 
possible. 

Martkal  Soult  having  been  foiled  in  hit  aUempi  to  raiee  the  blockade  of  PampUmm, 
the  allied  army  assumed  the  offensive^  afUr  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  heights  in  ste 
front,  and  moved  fomeard  accordina  in  iKm  fnllntnit^jt  Uk»*0-i^ii^%mm 


.,«  -•••«>««  wmjf  uMWTncc*  knv  vjfcnnvc^  ajivr  autoagmg  me  enemy 
front,  and  moved  forward  according  to  the  following  instructions 
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power,  to  propose  that  Gen.  Robertson  should  be  employed  with  this 
army ;  but  I  will  write  to  you  upon  this  subject. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B. 

On  the  heights  in  front  of  Villaba,  SOth  July,  1818. 
The  enemy,  in  the  course  of  yesterday,  collected  all  their  force,  ex- 
cepting Yillatte's  reserve,  in  this  neighbourhood ;  and  they  appear  now 

Pwitioa  net  ViUaba,  SOth  July,  1813. 

Instructions  communicated  by  the  Q.  M.  G«.  for  the  advance  of  the  army : 

The  3d  division,  with  2  squadrons  of  light  cavalry,  will  follow  the  enemy  by  the  Ronoe*- 
Talles  road.  Sir  T.  Picton  will  be  hereafter  informed  what  other  troops  wUl  follow  the  3d 
division. 

The  4lh  division  will,  for  the  present,  act  along  the  hills  that  are  between  the  Ronces- 
valles  road  and  the  Ostix  road.  This  division  will  connect  the  columns  which  advance  by 
these  two  roads.  Its  own  progress  must,  of  course,  be  slow,  from  the  nature  of  the  country ; 
and  Sir  L.  Cole  is  besides  instructed  not  to  press  the  enemy  by  any  direct  attack  when  he 
is  strongly  posted,  but  to  wait  a  little  in  these  cases  for  the  co-operation  of  the  columns 
moving  by  tne  roads,  whose  advance  will,  of  course,  alarm  the  enemy  for  his  flanks. 

The  column  moving  by  the  Ostis  road  will  be  composed  as  follows : 

Major  Gen.  Byng's  brigade,  and  one  squadron- of  the  13th  light  dragoons. 

The  6th  division. 

The  remainder  of  the  13th  light  dragoons. 

The  troops  under  the  Conde  de  la  Bishal.* 

The  7th  division  will  move  by  the  hills  on  the  left  of  the  valley  of  the  Ostis,  and  Lord 
Dalbousie  will  regulate  his  advance  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  ordered  for  the  4th  division. 
He  will  communicate  on  his  right  with  the  column  on  the  Ostis  road,  and  on  the  left 
with  the  troops  under  Sir  R.  Hill. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  be  so  good  as  point  his  movements  towards  Lans  and  towanls  Olague, 
regulating  them  according  to  those  of  the  enemy,  and  communicating  frequently  to  liead 
quarters  whatever  he  can  ascertain  respecting  the  enemy's  march. 

Head  quarters  will  be  with  the  column  on  the  Ostis  road. 

The  3d  division,  6th  division,  and  2d  division  will  move  with  one  brigade  of  artillery  each. 

The  remainder  of  the  artillery  is  not  to  move  for  the  present.  Major  Gen.  Long's  brigade 
of  cavalry  will  move  with  Sir  R.  Hill. 

Major  Qen.  Panels  brigade  of  cavalry  will  continue  near  Berrioplano. 

The  remainder  of  the  cavalry  under  Sir  S.  Cotton  will  continue  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pamplona. 

All  the  troops  will  send  for  their  baggage. 

Obtb,  SOth  July,  1813,  f  p.ii. 

Instructions  for  the  further  advance  of  the  army. 

The  troops  will  continue  to  follow  the  enemy  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak,  according 
to  the  following  arrangement : 

The  right  column  will  continue  to  move  by  the  Roncesvalles  road,  Sir  T.  Picton  regu- 
lating its  advance  according  to  circumstances. 

The  column  on  the  Ostis  road  will  move  forward  in  the  same  order  as  this  day,  subject, 
however,  to  the  following  arrangement  on  the  march,  viz. :  At  Olague  the  6th  division  will 
move  off  to  the  right  to  Egui,  and  the  13th  regt  of  light  dragoons  (except  the  squadron 
with  the  advanced  guani)  will  move  with  the  6th  division.  The  further  destination  of  these 
troops  is  to  march  by  Zilbeti  to  Linzoain,  and  thence  to  join  the  3d  division.  They  will 
not  leave  Egui,  however,  till  thev  are  replaced  time  by  other  troops. 

Sir  L.  Cole  will  move  the  4th  division,  when  he  can  most  conveniently  do  so,  into  the 
Ostiz  and  Lans  road,  and  will  replace  the  6th  division  in  the  colunm  moving  upon  that 
road. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  direct  the  movements  of  the  troops  under  his  orders  towards  Lanz,  making 
his  disposition  so  as  to  turn  always  the  right  flank  of  any  post  taken  up  by  the  enemy,  and 


*  The  troops  under  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  were  afterwards  ordered  to  join  the  left  of 
the  army  to  support  Sir  R.  Hill. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  to  the  Q.M.O.  so  Quillet,  1813. 

Selon  ce  que  le  g^n^ral  Hill  a  d^ir^  je  me  trouve  plac6  sur  le  chemin  aue  doit  suivre 
le  corps  que  ce  g£n6ral  commando,  et  en  contact  avec  la  division  de'  MoriUo,  et  celle  ci 
avec  le  corn  du  g^n^ral  Hill.  Je  suivrai  son  mouvement  si  je  ne  reoois  ordre  coutraire^ 
et  je  ferai  de  mon  mienz  pour  contribuer  k  la  compUte  destruction  de  TennemL 
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to  be  in  march  to  their  rear  bj  their  right,  that  is  towards  the  valley  of 
Baztan.  Some  are,  however,  certainly  moving  by  the  Roncesvalles  road; 
the  greater  number  by  the  others.  I  have  made  all  the  dispositions  for 
following  them,  and  shall  push  forward  our  left,  so  as  to  support  your 
position,  which  must  be  between  Irun  and  the  Bidasoa. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Gen.  Giron,  expressing  apprehensions  of  the  con- 
sequence to  that  position  of  losing  Vera.     The  fact  is,  that  Vera  is  no 

prewing  bim  as  much  as  circumttancet  will  admit  of.  That  port  of  the  Coode  de  U 
Bisbal't  force  which  moved  this  aderaoon  to  Marcalain  is  to  support  the  troops  under  Sir 
R.  Hill ;  Sir  Rowland  will  therefore  communicate  the  arrangement  to  ^  Conde  de  U 
Bisbal,  or  the  officer  commanding  these  troops. 

The  ultimate  destination  of  the  7th  division  is  to  move  by  the  nas  of  DoSa  Maria.  Lord 
Dalfaousie  will  therefore  give  that  direction  to  the  division  when  ne  perceives  it  can  be  done 
without  affectine  the  more  immediate  operations  against  the  enemy;  and  Lord  Dalhousie 
will  concert  with  Sir  R.  Hill  about  the  passing  of  the  division  to  the  left  of  Sir  Rowland^s 
troops,  which  latter  are  destined  to  return  into  the  valley  of  Baxtan. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  direct  the  1st  hussars  to  send  one  squadron  with  the  7th  division  by  the 
route  of  Do5a  Maria. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  also  make  arrangements  for  the  march  of  Brig.  Gen.  GunnbelVs  brigade 
of  Portuguese  infantry  by  Olagne,  or  from  Lans  to  EguL  Its  destination  from  thence  is 
to  move  by  the  foundry  of  Egui  to  the  passes  leading  into  the  valley  of  Les  Alduides. 

The  General  officers  commanding  the  several  columns  will  be  so  good  as  make  the  best 
arrangements  they  can  for  keeping  up  communications  with  each  other,  and  they  will  com- 
municate, eidier  by  that  means,  or  by  a  more  direct  channel,  as  may  be  most  convenient, 
with  head  quarters.  The  artillery  of  the  3d  division  will  move  aM  far  forward  oo  the  Ron- 
cesvalles  road  as  Sir  T.  Picton  may  deem  expedient. 

llie  6th  division  will  not  move  any  arliUery  towards  £gui. 

The  artillery  on  the  Lans  road  will  not  proceed  beyond  Lans  without  a  special  order. 

If  Sir  R.  Hill  thinks  that  Major  Gen.  Fane's  brigade  of  cavalry  may  be  of  use  to-morrow 
by  moving  by  Irunun  upon  Lixaso,  he  will  be  so  good  as  send  orders  for  that  movement  to 
Major  Gen.  Fane,  either  through  a  letter  party  which  is  at  Berrioplano,  or  through  the 
detachment  of  the  brigade  which  is  stationed  at  Lrurzun. 

Head  quarters  will  move  by  the  rood  of  Lanz. 

Q.M.G.  to  Major  Gen.  C.  Alten.  Oitis,  SO(h  July,  isit. 

The  army  is  following  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  the  passes  of  the  mountains.  Too 
will  be  so  good,  therefore,  as  put  the  Light  division  in  movement  without  delay  towards 
Zubieta. 

Be  so  good  as  keep  up  the  communication  with  Lecumberri,  and  establish  a  nearer  one 
when  it  can  be  done.  y 

One  column  will  move  from  this  side  by  Dofia  Maria.* 


*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.,  to  the  Q.BLG.  Oyartaa,  lit  Aug.  181S,  7  tm. 

I  received  your  welcome  letter  (dated  Lixaso,  31st  July,  1  i  a.m.)  in  the  middle  of  last 
night  All  that  could  be  attempted  to  interrupt  the  enemy^s  retreat  was  to  reinforce  Longa, 
and  to  desire  him  to  endeavor  to  hold  the  bridge  at  Yanci  with  a  greater  force.  However, 
the  enemy  got  tiiere  when  he  had  only  3  companies,  which  were  driven  from  it;  tbey  (the 
French^  passed  it,  and  occupied  a  strong  height  on  this  side  of  it,  from  which  Longa,  rem- 
forced  by  a  light  battalion  of  Barcena's  brigade  (one  of  Giron*s,  sent  in  support),  drove  the 
enemy.  It  held  the  bridge  for  some  hours  against  the  attacks  of  a  much  superior  force : 
De  Lancey,  who  had  gone  that  way,  left  them  about  3  this  afternoon,  when  ihe  enemy^s  fire 
had  slackened,  and  he  was  in  hopa  that  they  would  hold  it  But  Lieut  Col.  Bouverie, 
who  staid  later,  and  is  but  just  returned,  tells  me  that  the  enemy,  having  got  a  good  many 
men  un  the  hill  unperceived,  gained  the  summit,  and  so  turned  this  battalion,  which  was 
obliged  to  give  way. 

The  enemy  had  a  quantity  of  baggage,  and  were  in  groit  confusion,  and  numbers  of  men 
were  scrambling  ovei  the  mountain  on  the  other  side,  trying  to  escape  without  fighting.  I 
don't  suppose  the  Spaniards  would  attempt  to  retake  the  bridge :  the  road  will  therefore  be 
open  for  the  enemy  to  pass  on,  unless  this  delay  should  have  given  the  Light  division  time 
to  come  un  from  Zubieta,  wherc^  I  understand,  it  would  arrive  about  10  o'clock  this  mora- 
ing.  Had  it  been  possible  for  it  to  get  to  Zubieta  yesterday,  as  I  honed  fVom  your  letter, 
this  column  of  the  enemv  must  have  suffered  great  loss.  Both  Oe  Lancey  and  Bouverit 
*licak  highly  of  the  behaviour  of  this  hght  battafion  of  Gen.  Barcenas  brigade. 
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object  to  any  body.  The  heights  are  important  for  the  commiinicatibn 
with  Lesaca,  by  the  valley  of  the  Bidasoa;  and  the  heights  on  the  other 
side  open  the  diboucJU  into  France :  but  the  loss  of  both  would  not 
affect  the  position  of  Irun,  if  the  passages  through  the  rocky  heights  on 
the  right  of  Irun  and  Oyarzun  are  well  guarded,  for  which  Longa  is 
allotted ;  and  this  is  what  it  is  most  important  to  take  care  of.  If  Vera, 
Salin,  and  Lesaca  can  be  kept,  it  is  so  much  the  better,  as  then  those 
heights  cannot  be  approached ;  but  the  possession  of  those  places  is  not 
so  important  as  Gen.  Giron  appears  to  think,  till  we  shall  be  forward 
again  in  the  valley  of  Baztan. 

The  Light  division  will  probably  be  this  day  at  Lecumberri ;  and  they 
shall  move  forward  to-morrow  towards  Zubieta  and  Sumbilla,  to  commu- 
nicate with  your  right. 

P.S.  I  have  just  received  a  report,  stating  that  the  reserve  consists  of 
12,000  or  14,000  m*en,  instead  of  8000,  as  had  been  stated.  The  troops 
under  Thouvenot  and  St.  Pol  are  part  of  the  reserve. 

Au  Q4xu  CoDde  de  la  Bisbal.     Sui  let  hauteon  en  avant  de  Villaba,  ce  30  Juillet,  1 813. 

Soult  se  fait  pousser  un  peu  de  la  montagne,  mais  j'en  viendrai  bien- 
t6t  k  bout.  Nous  tenons  les  montagnes  k  la  droite  et  k  la  gauche,  et  la 
4m«  division  s'avance  sur  celle  qui  c^tait  occupee  par  I'ennemi.  Je  fais 
avancer  la  6™«  division  sur  la  route  d'Ostiz,  et  la  ^^  par  celle  de  Ron- 
oesvalles. 

Pour  le  blocus,  je  vous  prie  d'avoir  la  bontt^  d'en  donner  charge  k  Don 
Carlos  de  Espana,  et  de  lui  laisser  assez  de  roonde  de  Tarmc^  de  rtiserve 
et  de  I'Andalousie  pour  en  faire  6000  hommes ;  laissez  lui  aussi  I'artil- 
lerie  et  la  cavalerie,  k  I'exception  d'un  escadron  qui  vous  sera  tonjours 
utile  dans  les  montagnes.  Avec  le  reste,  je  vous  prie  de  suivre  les 
mouvemens  de  la  6^  division  par  le  chemin  d'Ostiz. 

P.S.  Dans  peu  de  jours  j'esp^re  que  votre  monde  vous  rejoindra,  puis- 
que  ferai  bloquer  la  place  par  des  troupes  de  Duran  et  de  Mina. 

To  Major  Gen.  Baron  C.  Alten.  Near  Almandoi,  Slst  July,  1813,  noon. 

I  sent  to  you  yesterday,  to  desire  that  you  would  return  to  Zubieta ; 
but  it  is  just  possible  that  you  may  not  have  received  the  order,  or  that 
you  may  have  been  disturbed  from  the  station  at  which  I  thought  you,  in 
consequence  of  hearing  from  Col.  Rooke  that  Gen.  Hill  was  pressed  by 
the  enemy  in  the  afternoon. 

If  you  should  have  arrived  at  Zubieta,  I  give  you  notice  that  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy  are  marching  upon  Dona  Maria ;  and  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  you  should  endeavor  to  head  them  at  San  Estevan.  If  you 
should  find  tbat  you  cannot  head  them  there,  you  might  at  Sumbilla ;  or 
you  might  cut  in  upon  their  column  of  march.  They  are  in  the  greatest 
disorder.  The  head  of  our  troops  is  here ;  and  others  are  following  the 
enemy  by  Dona  Maria.  Communicate  this  letter  to  Sir  T.  Graham,  by 
Goizueta. 

To  lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  San  Estevan,  let  Aug.  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  imagine  there  are  none  of  the  enemy  in  Spain  this  night.      Gen. 
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HilPs  troops  are  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya ;  the  Light  division  at  Yanci ; 
the  4th  between  that  and  Sumbilla;  the  1th  division  between  Sumbilla 
and  Echalar.  We  have  taken  many  prisoners.  We  should  have  taken 
many  more,  and  struck  some  terrible  blows  this  day,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  some  mistakes  and  the  great  fatigues  of  the  troops.  I  hope  to  be  to- 
morrow beyond  the  frontier.  Head  quarters  will  be  in  Echalar;  but  I 
shall  be  somewhere  about  the  Puerto  de  Maya. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  you  should  get  up  your  pontoons,  artillery,  and 
cavalry;  and  that  all  your  arrangements  should  be  made  to  cross  the 
Bidasoa,  still  keeping  the  blockade  of  San  Sebastian  so  as  to  resume  the 
siege. 

Aa  G6n.  Conde  de  la  BUbal.  San  Estevan,  ce  1  Ao6t,  1813,  H  9  heuiet  du  mmt.* 

Je  viens  de  recevotr  votre  lettre. 

D'abord  je  vous  prie  de  vous  faire  rejoindre  par  le  G<$n^ral  Clarke,  et 
de  tenir  vos  1000  hommes  rassemblc^.  Puis  je  vous  enverrai  mes  disposi- 
tions par  le  Chef  de  TEtat  Major  Espagnol  ardinariamenie ;  quelquefois, 
s'il  ne  ^tait  pas  aupres  de  moi,  je  vous  cScrirai  moi-m^me,  ou  je  vous  fend 
(^crire  par  le  G<$n<$ral  Murray,  avec  qui  j'arrange  toujours  le  detail  des 
mouvemens. 

Le  fait  est,  qu'apres  que  je  vous  avals  ecrit,  et  que  le  30  on  re^ut  la 
nouvelle  de  Tattaque  sur  le  G<$n<$ral  Hill,  et  que  vous  avez  consenti  k  aller 
k  son  secours,  je  n'ai  pas  su  le  veritable  ^tat  de  choses  avant  que  j'eusse 
commence  le  mouyement  d'hier ;  et  connaissant  les  dt;files  de  ces  mon- 
tagnes  et  les  difficulttSs  de  subsistance  que  vous  auriez  peut-^tre  cues,  j'avais 
arranged  que  vous  et  la  4"*  division  feraient  halte  k  Lanz;  et  que  le 
Gt^n(^ral  Hill  passerait  le  premier  pour  occuper  son  ancienne  position  de 
la  vallee  de  Baztan. 

Je  ne  savais  pas  qu'il  (itait  toujours  cemc^  par  I'ennemi  trop  fort  pour 
lui,  et  que  I'ennemi  se  tenait  en  telle  force  sur  Dona  Maria ;  et  que  le 
cas  i^tait  un  de  ceux  oh  des  Officiers  GcSnt^raux  qui  ont  la  conBance  de  leur 
chef  sont  dans  Tobligation  de  se  departir  de  ses  ordres.  Mais  la  conse- 
quence en  est  toujours  la  confusion  et  Tinconvenient  pour  quelques  corps 
de  Tarmee. 

Le  Gi^m^ral  Murray  vous  fera  savoir  les  dispositions  pour  demain. 
Mais,  comme  la  chose  ne  presse  pas  du  tout,  je  vous  prie  de  ne  pas 
marcher  jusqu'k  Theure  qui  vous  conviendra;  et  m6me  de  raccourcir 
votre  marche  si  vous  le  trouvez  nc^cessaire,  me  faisant  savoir  oh  vous 
trouver. 

Voici  la  premiere  fois  que  je  me  trouve  au  Quartier  General  depuis  le 
26,  et  cela  m'arrive  souvent  Mais  on  sait  toujours  oh  je  suis,  et  vous 
pouvez  6tre  s£Lr  qu'a  moins  qu'il  ne  m'arrive  d'accident,  tel  que  celui 
dont  je  vous  ai  d«5jk  parl($  ci-dessus,  les  ordres  vous  parviendront  d'une 
mani^re  plus  r<^uliere. 

P.S.  Je  ne  crois  pas  qu'il  y  ait  un  seul  Fran^ais  en  Espagne  ce  soir  de 
ce  c6t<^ci. 

To  Earl  Uatbunt.  San  Estevan,  1ft  Aug.  1813. 

Two  practicable  breaches  having  been  effected  at  San  Sebastian  on  the 
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24th  July,  orders  were  given  that  they  should  he  attacked  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th.  I  am  concerned  to  have  to  report  that  this  attempt  to 
ohtain  possession  of  the  place  failed,  and  that  our  loss  was  very  con- 
slderahle. 

I  went  to  the  siege  on  the  25th,  and,  having  conferred  with  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  T.  Graham  and  the  officers  of  the  engineers  and  artillery,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  it  would  he  necessary  to  increase  the  facilities  of  the  attack 
before  it  should  be  repeated.  But,  upon  adverting  to  the  state  of  our 
ammunition,  I  found  that  we  had  not  a  sufficiency  to  do  anything  effectual 
till  that  should  arrive  for  which  I  had  written  on  the  26th  June,  which  I 
had  reason  to  believe  was  embarked  at  Portsmouth,  and  to  expect  every 
hour.  I  therefore  desired  that  the  siege  should  for  the  moment  be  con- 
verted into  a  blockade,  a  measure  which  I  found  to  be  the  more  desirable 
when  I  returned  to  Lesaca  in  the  evening. 

Marshal  Soult  had  been  appointed  LietUenant  de  VEmpereur^  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  French  armies  in  Spain  and  the  southern 
provinces  of  France,  by  a  D^et  ImpMal  on  the  1st  July;  and  he 
joined  and  took  the  command  of  the  army  on  the  13th  July,  which  having 
been  joined  nearly  about  the  same  time  by  the  corps  which  had  been  in 
Spain  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Clausel,  and  by  other  reinforcements, 
was  called  Uarmie  d^Espagne^  and  re-formed  into  9  divisions  of 
infantry,  forming  the  right,  centre,  and  left,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Reille,  the  Comte  d'Erlon,  and  Gen.  Clausel,  as  Lieut  Generals,  and  a 
reserve  under  Gen.  Villatte,  and  2  divisions  of  dragoons  and  one  of 
light  cavalry,  the  two  former  under  the  command  of  Gens.  Treillard  and 
Tilly,  and  the  latter  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Pierre  Soult  There 
was  besides  allotted  to  the  army  a  large  proportion  of  artillery,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  guns  had  already  joined.* 

The  allied  army  was  posted,  as  I  have  already  informed  your  Lordship, 
in  the  passes  of  the  mountains,  with  a  view  to  cover  the  blockade  of  Pam- 
plona and  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian.  Major  Gen.  Byng's  brigade  of 
British  infantry,  and  Gen.  Morillo's  division  of  Spanish  infantry,  were 
on  the  right  in  the  pass  of  Roucesvalles ;  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole  was 
posted  at  Viscarret  to  support  those  troops ;  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Picton, 
with  the  3d  division,  at  Olague  in  reserve.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill 
occupied  the  valley  of  Baztan  with  the  remainder  of  the  2d  division,  and 
the  Portuguese  division  under  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  detaohmg  Gen. 
Campbell's  Portuguese  brigade  to  Les  Alduides,  within  the  French 
territory.  The  Light  and  1th  occupied  the  heights  of  S^  Barbara  and 
the  town  of  Vera,  and  the  Puerto  de  Echalar,  and  kept  the  communica- 
tion with  the  valley  of  Baztan ;  and  the  6th  division  was  in  reserve  at 
San  Estevan.  Gen.  Longa's  division  kept  the  communication  between 
the  troops  at  Vera  and  those  under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  and 
Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  P.  A.  Giron  on  the  great  road.  The  Conde  de 
la  Bisbal  blockaded  Pamplona. 

The  defect  of  this  position  was  that  the  communication  between  the 
several  divisions  was  very  tedious  and  difficult,  while  the  communications 
of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  passes  were  easy  and  short ;  and  in  case  of 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  XI. 
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attack  those  in  the  front  line  could  not  support  each  other,  and  could  look 
for  support  only  from  their  rear. 

On  the  24th  Marshal  Soult  collected  the  right  and  left  wings  of  his 
army,  with  one  division  of  the  centre  and  2  divisions  of  cavalry,  at  St. 
Jean  Pied  de  Port;  and  on  the  25th  attacked,  with  hetween  30,000  and 
40,000  men,  Gen.  Byng's  post  at  Roncesvalles.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole 
moved  up  to  his  support  with  the  4th  division,  and  these  officers  were 
enahled  to  maintain  their  post  throughout  the  day ;  hut  the  enemy  turned 
it  in  the  afternoon,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole  considered  it  to  be  nece»> 
sary  to  withdraw  in  the  night ;  and  he  marched  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Zubiri.  In  the  actions  which  took  place  on  this  day  the  20th  regt 
distinguished  themselves. 

Two  divisions  of  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  army  attacked  Sir  R.  Hill's 
position  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  Baztan,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.*  The  brunt  of  the  action  fell  upon  Major 
Gen.  Pringle's  and  Major  Gen.  Walker's  brigades,  in  the  2d  division, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  These  troops 
were  at  first  obliged  to  give  way,  but  having  been  supported  by  Major 
Gen.  Barnes's  brigade  of  the  7th  division,  they  regained  that  part  of  their 
post  which  was  the  key  of  the  whole,  and  which  would  have  enabled  them 
to  reassume  it  if  circumstances  had  permitted  it  But  Sir  R.  Hill  having 
been  apprised  of  the  necessity  that  Sir  L.  Cole  should  retire,  deemed  it 
expedient  to  withdraw  his  troops  likewise  to  Iriirita,  and  the  enemy  did 
not  advance  on  the  following  day  beyond  the  Puerto  de  Maya. 

Notwithstanding  the  enemy's  superiority  of  numbers,  they  acquired 
but  little  advantage  over  these  brave  troops  during  the  7  hours  they  were 
engaged.  All  the  regiments  charged  with  the  bayonet.  The  conduct 
of  the  82d  regt.,  which  moved  up  with  Major  Gen.  Barnes's  brigade,  is 
particularly  reported.  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  was  slightly 
wounded. 

I  was  not  apprised  of  these  events  till  late  in  the  night  of  the  25th  and 
26th  ;  and  I  adopted  immediate  measures  to  concentrate  the  army  to  the 
right,  still  providing  for  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  and  for  the  blockade 
of  Pamplona. 

This  would  have  been  effected  early  on  the  27th,  only  that  Lieut  Gen. 
Sir  L.  Cole  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Picton  concurred  in  thinking  their 
post  at  Zubiri  not  tenable  for  the  time  during  which  it  would  have  been 
necessary  for  them  to  wait  in  it.  They  therefore  retired  early  on  the 
27th,  and  took  up  a  position  to  cover  the  blockade  of  Pamplona,  having 
the  right,  consisting  of  the  dd  division,  in  front  of  Huarte,  and  extending 
to  the  hills  beyond  Olaz ;  the  left,  consisting  of  the  4th  division.  Major 
Gen.  Byng's  brigade  of  the  2d  division,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell's  (Por- 
tuguese) brigade  of  the  Conde  de  Amarante's  Portuguese  division,  on  the 
heights  in  front  of  Villaba,  having  their  left  at  a  chapel  behind  Sorauren, 
on  the  high  road  from  Ostiz  to  Pamplona,  and  their  right  resting  upon  a 
height  which  defended  the  high  road  from  Zubiri  and  Roncesvalles. 
Gen.  Morillo's  division  of  Spanish  infantry,  and  that  part  of  the  Conde 
de  la  Bisbal's  corps  not  engaged  in  the  blockade,  were  in  reserve.  From 
the  latter  the  regiment  of  Pravia  and  that  of  Ei  Principe  were  detached 
"*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  XI. 
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to  occupy  part  of  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  4th  division,  hy  which  the 
road  from  Zuhiri  was  defended. 

The  British  cavalry  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  S.  Cotton  were  placed  near 
Huarte  on  the  right,  heing  the  only  ground  on  which  it  was  possible  to 
use  the  cavalry. 

The  river  Lanz  runs  in  the  valley  which  was  on  the  left  of  the  allied, 
and  on  the  right  of  the  French  army,  along  the  road  to  Ostiz;  beyond  this 
river  there  is  another  range  of  mountains  connected  with  Lizaso  and  Mar- 
calain,  by  which  places  it  was  now  necessary  to  communicate  with  the 
rest  of  the  army. 

I  joined  the  3d  and  4th  divisions  just  as  they  were  taking  up  their 
ground  on  the  21th,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  enemy  formed  their  army 
on  a  mountain,  the  front  of  which  extends  from  the  high  road  to  Ostiz 
to  the  high  road  to  Zubiri ;  and  they  placed  one  division  on  the  left  of 
that  road  on  a  height,  and  in  some  villages  in  front  of  the  3d  division : 
they  had  here  also  a  large  body  of  cavalry. 

In  a  short  time  after  they  had  taken  up  their  ground,  the  enemy  at- 
tacked the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  4th  division,  which  was  then  occupied 
by  one  battalion  of  the  4th  Portuguese  regt.,  and  by  the  Spanish 
regiment  of  Pravia,  These  troops  defended  their  ground,  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  it  with  the  bayonet.  Seeing  the  importance  of  this  hill  to 
our  position,  I  reinforced  it  with  the  40th  regt,  and  this  regiment,  with 
the  Spanish  regiments  El  Principe  and  Pravia^  held  it  from  this  time, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  enemy  during  the  27th  and 
28th  to  obtain  possession  of  it  Nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  enemy 
attacked  this  height  on  the  27th,  they  took  possession  of  the  village  of 
Sorauren  on  the  road  to  Ostiz,  by  which  they  acquired  the  communication 
by  that  road,  and  they  kept  up  a  fire  of  musketry  along  the  line  till  it 
was  dark. 

We  were  joined  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  by  the  6th  division  of 
infantry,  and  I  directed  that  the  heights  should  be  occupied  on  the  left  of 
the  valley  of  the  Lanz,  and  that  the  6th  division  should  form  across  the 
valley  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  4th  division,  resting  their  right  on  Oricain, 
and  their  left  on  the  heights  above  mentioned.  The  6th  division  had 
scarcely  taken  their  position  when  they  were  attacked  by  a  very  large 
force  of  the  enemy  which  had  been  assembled  in  the  village  of  Sorauren. 
Their  front  was,  however,  so  well  defended  by  the  fire  of  their  own  light 
troops,  from  the  heights  on  their  left,  and  by  the  fire  from  the  heights 
occupied  by  the  4th  division  and  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell's  Portuguese 
brigade,  that  the  enemy  were  soon  driven  back  with  immense  loss  from  a 
fire  on  their  front,  both  flanks,  and  rear. 

In  order  to  extricate  their  troops  from  the  difficulty  in  which  they 
found  themselves  in  their  situation  in  the  valley  of  the  Lanz,  the  enemy 
now  attacked  the  height  on  which  the  left  of  the  4th  division  stood,  which 
was  occupied  by  the  7th  ca^ores,  of  which  they  obtained  a  momentary 
possession.  They  were  attacked,  however,  again  by  the  7th  ca^ores, 
supported  by  Major  Gen.  Ross  with  his  brigade  of  the  4th  division,  and 
were  driven  down  with  great  loss. 

The  battle  now  became  general  along  the  whole  front  of  the  heights 
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occupied  by  the  4th  division,  and  in  every  part  in  our  favor,  excepting 
where  one  battalion  of  the  10th  Portuguese  regt.  of  Major  Gen.  Camp- 
bell's brigade  was  posted.  This  battalion  having  been  overpowered,  and 
having  been  obliged  to  give  way  immediately  on  the  right  of  Major  Gen. 
Ross's  brigade,  the  enemy  established  themselves  on  our  line,  and  Major 
Gen.  Ross  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  his  post  I  however  ordered 
the  27lih  and  48th  regts.  to  charge,  first,  that  body  of  the  enemy  which 
had  first  established  themselves  on  the  height,  and  next,  those  on  the  left. 
Both  attacks  succeeded,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  down  with  immense 
loss ;  and  the  6th  division  having  moved  forward  at  the  same  time  to  a 
situation  in  the  valley  nearer  to  the  left  of  the  4th,  the  attack  upon  this 
front  ceased  entirely,  and  was  continued  but  faintly  on  other  points  of 
our  line. 

In  the  course  of  this  contest,  the  gallant  4th  division,  which  had  so 
frequently  been  distinguished  in  this  army,  surpassed  their  former  good 
conduct  Every  regiment  charged  with  the  bayonet,  and  the  40th,  7th, 
20th,  and  23d,  four  different  times.  Their  officers  set  them  the  example, 
and  Major  Gen.  Ross  had  two  horses  shot  under  him.  The  Portuguese 
troops  likewise  behaved  admirably ;  and  I  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  regiments  El  Principe  and  Pravia, 

1  had  ordered  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  to  march  by  Lanz  upon  Lizaso, 
as  soon  as  I  found  that  Lieut  Gens.  Sir  T.  Picton  and  Sir  L.  Cole  had 
moved  from  Zubiri,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  from  San 
Estevan  to  the  same  place,  where  both  arrived  on  the  28th,  and  the  Ith 
division  came  to  Marcalain. 

The  enemy's  force  which  had  been  in  front  of  Sir  R.  Hill,  followed  his 
march,  and  arrived  at  Ostiz  on  the  29th.  The  enemy  thus  reinforced, 
and  occupying  a  position  on  the  mountains  which  appeared  little  liable  to 
attack,  and  finding  that  they  could  make  no  impression  on  our  front, 
determined  to  endeavor  to  turn  our  left  by  an  attack  on  Sir  R.  Hill's 
corps.  They  reinforced  with  one  division  the  troops  which  had  been 
already  opposed  to  him,  still  occupying  the  same  points  in  the  mountain 
on  which  was  formed  their  principal  force ;  but  they  drew  in  to  their 
left  the  troops  which  occupied  the  heights  opposite  the  3d  division ;  and 
they  had,  during  the  night  of  the  29th  and  30th,  occupied  in  strength  the 
crest  of  the  mountain  on  our  left  of  the  Lanz  opposite  to  the  6th  and  7th 
divisions ;  thus  connecting  their  right  in  their  position  with  the  divisions 
detached  to  attack  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 

I,  however,  determined  to  attack  their  position,  and  ordered  Lieut  Gen. 
the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  to  possess  himself  of  the  top  of  the  mountain  in  his 
front,  by  which  the  enemy's  right  would  be  turned ;  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir 
T.  Picton  to  cross  the  heights  on  which  the  enemy's  left  had  stood,  and 
to  turn  their  left  by  the  road  to  Roncesvalles.  All  the  arrangements  were 
made  to  attack  the  front  of  the  enemy's  position,  as  soon  as  the  effect  of 
these  movements  on  their  flanks  should  begin  to  appear.  Major  Gen.  the 
Hon.  E.  Pakenham,  whom  I  had  sent  to  take  the  command  of  the  6th 
division.  Major  Gen.  Pack  having  been  wounded,  turned  the  village  of 
Sorauren  as  soon  as  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  had  driven  the  enemy  from 
the  mountain  by  which  that  flank  was  defended ;  and  the  6th  division,  and 
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Major  Gen.  Byi^'s  brigade,  which  had  relieved  the  4th  division  on  the 
leit  of  our  position  on  the  road  to  Ostiz,  instantly  attacked  and  carried 
that  village.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole  likewise  attacked  the  front  of  the 
enemy's  main  position  with  the  1th  ca^adores,  supported  by  the  11th  Por- 
tuguese regt,  the  40th,  and  the  battalion  under  Col.  Bingham,  consisting 
of  the  53d  and  Queen's  regt.  All  these  operations  obliged  the  enemy  to 
abandon  a  position  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  difficult  of 
access  Uiat  1  have  yet  seen  occupied  by  troops. 

In  their  retreat  from  this  position,  the  enemy  lost  a  great  number  of 
prisoners.  I  cannot  sufficiently  applaud  the  conduct  of  ail  the  General 
officers,  officers,  and  troops  throughout  these  operations.  The  attack 
made  by  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  was  admirably  conducted  by 
his  Lordship,  and  executed  by  Major  Gen.  Inglis  and  the  troops  com- 
posing his  brigade ;  and  that  by  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  £.  Pakenham,  and 
Major  Gen.  Byng,  and  that  by  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole ;  and  the  move- 
ment made  by  Sir  T.  Picton  merited  my  highest  commendation.  The 
latter  officer  co-operated  in  the  attack  of  the  mountain,  by  detaching 
troops  to  his  left,  in  which  Lieut.  Col.  the  Hon.  R.  Trench  was  wounded, 
but  I  hope  not  seriously. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on,  and  in  proportion  as  I  observed 
their  success,  I  detached  troops  to  the  support  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill. 
The  enemy  appeared  in  his  front  late  in  the  morning,  and  immediately 
commenced  an  extended  manoeuvre  upon  his  left  flank,  which  obliged 
him  to  withdraw  from  the  height  which  he  occupied  behind  Lizaso  to  the 
next  range.  He  there,  however,  maintained  himself;  and  I  enclose  his 
report  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops.* 

I  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  after  their  retreat  from  the  moun- 
tain to  Olague,  where  I  was  at  sunset  immediately  in  the  rear  of  their 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.,  to  Field  Manbal  the  Marquis  of  Wellin^n,  K.O. 

31st  July,  1813. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that,  although  from  the  immense 
superiority  of  force  which  the  enemy  directed  against  the  position  intrusted  to  my  charge 
yesterday,  it  became  in  my  opinion  imperiously  necessary  for  me  to  retire  from  that 
ground,  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  troops,  British  and  Portuguese,  was  such  as  to 
entitle  them  to  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  could  not  have  wished  it  to  be  better. 

Major  Gen.  Prhigle,  with  Major  Gen.  Walker*s  brigade,  under  Lieut  Col.  Fitxgerald, 
€f(  ^be  60th  regt.,  supported  by  the  34th  regt.  and  14th  Portuguese  regt,  opposed  the 
ascent  of  the  enemy  to  the  ridge  on  thb  left  of  the  position,  in  a  most  gallant  style ;  drove 
b  im  repeatedly  back,  and  although  unable  ultimately  to  prevent  him  from  ascending  the 
ridge,  by  a  more  distant  movement,  our  troops  kept  their  ground  firmly,  and  when  ordered 
to  retire,  performed  it  under  Major  Gen.  Pringle  with  the  greatest  regularity,  and  with 
small  loss,  covered  by  a  battalion  of  the  14th  Portuguese  regt.,  under  Lieut.  Col. 
M'Donald,  of  the  conduct  of  which  officer,  and  the  steadiness  of  his  regiment,  the  Major 
General  speaks  in  terms  of  the  greatest  praise. 

Col.  Ashworth's  brigade,  also  attacked  in  his  position  by  a  superior  force,  met  the 
attack  with  the  greatest  steadiness,  and  drove  the  enemy  before  him  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  held  his  ground  as  long  as  I  thought  it  prudent  for  him  to  do  so ;  and  a  bat- 
tidion  of  Brig.  GJen.  da  Costa's  bri^e  held  the  ridge  on  the  right  of  the  position  to  the 
last,  covering  the  formation  of  the  troops  on  the  ground  they  were  directed  to  take  up :  tlie 
enemy  attempted  to  force  tlie  point,  but  were  repulsed  by  Brig.  Gen.  da  Costa,  and  finally 
driven  down  the  ridge  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  that  battalion,  a  part  of  Col.  Ash- 
worth's brigade,  and  a  small  detachment  of  the  28th  regt.  On  the  whole,  I  can 
assure  your  Lordship  that  the  enemy  had  nothing  to  boast  of,  nor  was  our  loss  severe,  con- 
sidering the  disparity  of  our  forces. 

I  feel  particularly  indebted  to  Major  Gen.  Pringle  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  as 
well  as  to  Col.  Ashworth,  Col.  O'Callaghan,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Fitzgerald,  60th  foot,  com* 
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attack  upon  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill.  They  withdrew  from  his  front  in 
the  night ;  and  yesterday  took  up  a  strong  position  with  2  divisions  to 
cover  their  rear  on  the  pass  of  Dona  Maria.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  and 
the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  attacked  and  carried  the  pass,  notwithstanding  the 
vigorous  resistance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  strength  of  their  position.  I  am 
concerned  to  add  that  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Stewart  was  wounded  upon 
this  occasion.     I  enclose  Lieut.  Gren.  Sir  R.  Hill's  report.* 

In  the  mean  time,  I  moved  with  Major  Gen.  Byng's  hrigade,  and  the 
4th  division,  under  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon.  Sir  L.  Cole,  hy  the  pass  of 
Velate,  upon  Irurita,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  position  on  Doiia  Maria. 
Major  Gen.  Byng  took  in  Elizondo  a  large  convoy  going  to  the  enemy, 
and  made  many  prisoners.  We  have  this  day  continued  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  in  the  valley  of  the  Bidasoa,  and  many  prisoners  and  much  bag- 
gage have  been  taken.  Major  Gen.  Byng  has  possessed  himself  of  the 
valley  of  Baztan,  and  of  the  position  on  the  Puerto  de  Maya,  and  the  army 
will  be  this  night  nearly  in  tiie  same  positions  which  they  occupied  on  the 
25th  July. 

I  trust  that  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  will  be  satisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  troops  of  His  Majesty,  and  of  his  allies,  on  this  occasion.  The 
enemy  having  been  considerably  reinforced  'and  re-equipped,  after  their 
late  defeat,  made  a  most  formidable  attempt  to  relieve  the  blockade  of 

manding  brigades  under  him,  and  also  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Conde  de  Amaiante,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  da  Costa,  who  was  wounded. 

P.S.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  senrices  of  Col.  Pamplona,  and  Lieut  Col.  Pyn, 
1 8th  regt.,  Lieut.  Col.  Grant  and  Major  Mitchell,  commanding  the  6th  of  the  line  and  6th 
i'ortuguese  in  Col.  Ashworth*s  brigade. 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.,  to  Field  Marshal  die  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.O. 

Elisondo,  1st  Aug.  1813. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  acquaint  jour  Lord^ip,  that,  in  complianoe  with  the  instractiont  I 
received  through  Major  Gen.  Murray,  I  proceeded  yesterday  with  the  column  under  my 
orders,  on  the  road  to  Dofia  Mana.  On  our  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  we  found  the 
enemy  ascending  the  hill  in  great  haste,  and  closely  pressed  by  the  7th  division,  moring 
by  a  road  parallel  and  to  the  right  of  that  which  my  column  was  on.  The  rear  of  tlw 
enemy^s  column  having  begun  to  ascend  the  hills  before  our  arrival,  it  was  impossible  to 
cut  off  any  part  of  it    It  was,  however,  considerably  annoyed  on  its  march  by  one  9 

Sounder  and  a  howitser.  I  immediately  ordered  the  3d  division,  under  Lieut  Gen. 
tewart,  to  ascend  the  hill  by  the  road  we  were  on,  whilst  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie's  column 
ascend^  by  one  more  to  the  right  The  enemy  took  up  a  strong  position  at  Uie  top  of  (be 
pass,  with  a  cloud  of  skirmishers  in  the  front 

The  attack  on  our  side  was  led  by  Lieut  Gen.  Stewart,  with  Major  Gen.  Walker's 
brigade,  under  Limt  Cot  Fitzgerald  of  the  60th,  who  forced  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
to  the  summit  of  the  hill;  but  coming  upon  their  main  body,  found  them  so  numerous 
and  so  strongly  posted,  that  Lieut  Gen.  Stewart  was  induced  to  withdraw  them  nntil  the 
7th  division  should  be  in  closer  co-operation  with  him.  About  this  time  the  Lieut  General 
was  wounded,  and  the  command  of  the  division  devolved  upon  Major  Gen.  Pringle,  who, 
with  his  own  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  O'Callaghan,  renewed  the  attack  on  our  side, 
whilst  the  7th  division  pressed  them  on  the  other,  and  txith  divisions  gained  the  height 
about  the  same  time,  the  enemy  retiring,  after  sustaining  a  very  considerable  loss.  The 
conduct' of  Lieut  Gen.  Stewart,  Mai  or  Gen.  Pringle,  and  of  the  officers  and  troops  in 
general,  was  conspicuously  good,  and  I  regret  that  the  very  thick  fog  prevented  our  taking 
that  advanta^  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  which  we  might  otherwise  have  done.  A  part 
of  each  division  nursued  them  some  distance  down  the  bill,  and  occasioned  them  a  con> 
siderable  loss.  Having  thus  far  ^»formed  your  Lordship's  instructioni^  I  withdrew  my 
column  from  the  pass,  and  moved  it  upon  Almandos. 

Major  Gen.  Prmgle  praises  the  conduct  of  Cipt.  Heise  and  Capt  Thorn,  on  tliis  occa- 
sion ;  and  I  lielieve  it  is  the  intention  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Stewart  to  report  the  good  conduct 
of  some  other  officers,  but  his  wound  has  probably  delayed  it 
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Pamplona,  with  the  whole  of  their  forces,  excepting  the  reserve  under 
Gen.  Villatte,  which  remained  in  front  of  our  troops  on  the  great  road 
from  Irun.  This  attempt  has  heen  entirely  frustrated  by  the  operations 
of  a  part  only  of  the  allied  army ;  and  the  enemy  has  sustained  a  defeat, 
and  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  officers  and  men. 

The  enemy's  expectations  of  success  beyond  the  point  of  raising  the 
blockade  of  Pamplona,  were  certainly  very  sanguine.  They  brought  into 
Spain  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  and  a  great  number  of  guns ;  neither  of 
which  arms  could  be  used  to  any  great  extent  by  either  party  in  the 
battle  which  took  place.  They  sent  off  the  guns  to  St  Jean  Pied  de 
Port,  OD  the  CT^mmg  of  the  28th,  which  have  thus  returned  to  France 
in  safety. 

The  detail  of  the  operations  will  show  your  Liordship  how  much  reason 
I  have  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  General  officers,  officers, 
and  troops.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  enthusiastic  bravery  of  the 
4th  division ;  and  I  was  much  indebted  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  directed  their  operations ;  to  Major  Gen.  Ross, 
Major  Gen.  Anson,  Major  Gen.  Byng,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell,  of  the 
Portuguese  service.  All  the  officers  commanding,  and  the  officers  of  the 
regiments,  were  remarkable  for  their  gallantry ;  but  I  particularly  ob- 
served Lieut  Col.  O'Toole,  of  the  1th  ca^ores,  in  the  charge  upon  the 
enemy  on  our  left  on  the  28th;  and  Capt.  J.  Telles  JurdAo^  of  the  11th 
Portuguese  regt,  in  the  attack  of  the  mountain  on  the  30th. 

I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  likewise  to  the  valuable  assist- 
ance I  received  throughout  these  operations  from  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill ; 
and  from  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Pic- 
ton,  in  those  of  the  30th  and  3l8t  July.  To  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  like- 
wise, I  am  indebt^  for  every  assistance  it  was  in  his  power  to  give 
consistently  with  his  attention  to  the  blockade.  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  conduct  of  the  regiments  of  Pravia  and  Bl  Principe^  belonging  to 
the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  in  a  most  trying  situation ;  and  the 
whole  corps  appeared  animated  by  the  same  zealous  spirit  which  pervaded 
all  the  troops  in  that  position. 

Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  was  with  me  throughout  these  operations; 
and  I  received  from  him.  all  the  assistance  which  his  talents  so  well 
qualify  him  to  afford  me.  The  good  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  officers 
and  troops  in  all  the  operations  of  the  present  campaign,  and  the  spirit 
which  they  show  on  every  occasion,  are  not  less  honorable  to  that  nation 
than  they  are  to  the  military  character  of  the  officer  who,  by  his  judicious 
measures,  has  re-established  discipline,  and  renewed  a  military  spirit  in 
the  army. 

I  have  again  to  draw  your  Jjordship's  attention  to  the  valuable  assistance 
I  received  throughout  these  operations  from  Major  Gen.  Murray,  the 
Q.  M.  G.,  and  Major  Gen.  Pakenham,  the  Adj.  Gen.,  and  the  officers  of 
those  departments  respectively ;  from  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  Lieut.  Col. 
Campbell,  and  the  officers  of  my  personsd  Staff. 

Although  our  wounded  are  numerous,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  cases 
in  general  ^re  slight;  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  to  your 
Lordship,  that  the  utmost  attention  has  been  paid  to  them  by  the  In- 
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0pector  General,  Dr.  M'Grigor,  and  hj  the  offieen  of  the  department 
under  his  direction. 

Adverting  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  onr  opentioiia,  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  our  communications  at  all  times,  I  hare  reason  to  he  extremeljr 
well  satisfied  with  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  Sir  R.  Kennedy,  the  Com- 
missarjr  Gen.,  and  the  officers  of  his  department,  throughovt  the  cam- 
paign ;  which,  upon  the  whole,  have  heen  more  sncceasfiil  in  supplying' 
the  troops  than  could  have  heen  expected. 

I  transmit  this  dispatch  to  your  Lordship  hy  H.  S.  H.  the  Hereditary^ 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  that  has  panocd, 
and  with  the  situation  of  the  army;  and  will  he  ahle  to  infimn  your 
Lordship  of  many  details  relating  to  this  series  of  operations,  for  whidi  a 
dispatch  does  not  afford  scope.  His  Highness  had  a  horse  shot  under  him 
in  the  hattle  near  Sorauren  on  the  28th  July. 

P.S.  I  have  omitted  to  inform  your  Lordship  in  the  hody  of  die  dis- 
patch, that  the  troops  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya  lost  there  4  Portuguese 
guns  on  the  25th  July.  Major  Gen.  Pringle,  who  commanded  whoi  the 
attack  commenced,  had  ordered  them  to  retire  towards  Maya ;  and  when 
Lieut.  Gen.  Stewart  came  up,  he  ordered  that  they  might  return,  and 
retire  hy  the  mountain  road  to  Elizondo.  In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy 
were  in  possession  of  the  pass,  and  the  communication  with  tluit  road  was 
lost,  uid  they  could  not  readi  it 

I  enclose  returns  of  the  loss  before  San  Sebastian,  from  the  7di  to  the 
27th  July,  and  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  ope- 
rations from  the  25th  ult  to  the  1st  inst.* 

The  A.Q.to  Mt^OT  Burton,  Fitcria.  Itt  Ang.  1813. 

About  2500  priionen  of  war  are  on  their  march  from  the  army,  and  on  their 
arrival  at  Vitoria  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  them  .to  be  sent  to  Bilbao,  in  Uie 
usual  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  being  embarked  for  England. 

To  Earl  BatfaurtU  Leiaca,  8d  Aug.  1818. 

In  answer  to  your  Lordship's  letter  in  regard  to  Capt  Cardoso,  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  I  know  Uie  government  of  Portugal  will  insist  upon 
his  being  tried  before  he  shall  be  allowed  to  serve  in  the  Portuguese  army, 
which  I  acknowledge  I  consider  but  reasonable,  and  from  experience  I 
believe  to  be  attended  with  little  risk  to  Capt.  Cardoso.  It  would  not 
answer  for  me  to  allow  a  person  under  accusation,  as  Capt.  Cardoso  is,  to 
come  and  serve  in  any  of  the  allied  armies,  and  I  hope  that  the  Conde  de 

*  Thew  rctumi  are  included  in  the  General  Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miaiiiiff 
dunng  thew  operation!,  at  p.  652.  ^' 

Q.M.G.  to  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal.  San  Etterma,  S  AoAt,  181S.  1^  H  da  matin. 

Avant  de  partir  d*ici  ce  matin,  le  Due  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo  m*avait  donn^  ordie  d'toiie  t 
votre  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  faire  marcher,  aujourd*hui,  let  tnmpet  Eipagnolca  fous  tea 
ordret  au  village  de  Sumbilla,  qui  ett  ft  une  demie  lieue  d'ici  en  descendant  la  Bidaaoa. 
Je  vienf  de  favoir  cependant  que  la  partie  des  troupei  de  votre  Excellence  qui  ert  du  c^ 
de  Dofia  Maria  ne  pourra  te  mettre  en  mouvement  que  ven  let  S  heurct  de  I'apr^  midi, 
•ur  quoi  je  prie  votre  Excellence  de  ne  faire  marcher  i  Sumbilla  que  let  2000  hommea 
•eiiloment  qui  lont  pi^  dici,  et  d*ameuer  le  reite  de  set  troupei  i  San  Ertevan. 

Le  Due  ert  all^  du  c6t^  de  la  frontidre  par  Echalar,  od  je  vaii  le  iuivie  ince«amment 
par  let  montaguet;  mait  le  quartier  g^n^al  lera  r^tabli  i  Leaaca^ 
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Funchal,  instead  of  pressing  me  to  commit  such  an  irregularity,  will  apply 
to  his  brother,  who  has  the  principal  influence  in  the  local  government  of 
Portugal,  to  have  Capt  Cardoso  pardoned  before,  or  rather  without  a 
trial. 

To  Earl  BiUhnnt  LeMWi,  8d  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  regarding  the  Red  Riband  for  Lord  Dal- 
housie.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  had  no  intention  to  express  any 
dissatisfaction  with  his  conduct :  the  lateness  of  the  communication  with 
bis  column  might  have  been  owing  to  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  country, 
or  to  the  fault  of  the  officer  charged  to  make  it ;  but  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  mention  it,  as  it  occasioned  delay  and  some  loss  in  Sir  R.  Hill's  corps 
after  they  were  established  in  Subijana  de  Alava,  and  a  departure  from 
the  original  plan  of  the  action  as  affecting  the  4th  and  Light  divisions. 

We  have  had  some  desperate  fighting  in  these  mountains,  and  I  have 

G.  O.  UtaeA,  Sd  Aug.  1819. 

1.  The  Paymasters  of  regiments  are  to  wait  upon  the  Paymaster  Gen.  to  receive  the 
balances  due  upon  their  several  estimates  to  the  24th  Feb.  and  to  the  24th  March  last,  at 
Tolosa. 

2.  Under  the  orders  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  of  the  24th  Jan.  1810,  the  balances 
due  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  on  the  face  of  their  accounts  to  the  24th 
Jan.  and  to  the  24th  Feb.  would  now  be  to  be  pud ;  but  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 
being  desirous  of  establishing  the  system  of  giving  the  soldier  a  day*s  pay  qo  every  day, 
desires  that  the  amount  of  the  balances  may  be  settled  as  follows : 

3.  The  balance  due  to  each  corporal,  trumpeter,  and  private  man  of  the  2  regiments  of 
Life  Guards,  on  the  24th  Jan.  and  on  the  2m  Feb.,  is  to  be  consolidated ;  and  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  trumpeters,  and  privates  are  to  receive  in  hand  whatever  the  total 
may  amount  to  beyond  the  sum  of  45«.  for  each  corporal  and  trumpeter^  and  30«.  for  each 
private  man. 

4.  The  sums  of  45s.  for  each  corporal  and  trumpeter,  and  of  30«.  for  each  private,  are 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Captain,  from  which  oe  is  to  give  the  corporals  and  trum- 
peter each  Is.  6(Lf  and  the  privates  each  Is.  a  day,  till  the  whole  sum  will  be  paid. 

5.  The  balance  due  to  each  corporal,  trumpeter,  and  private  of  the  Royal  regt.  of 
Horse  Guards,  oo  the  24th  Jan.  and  24th  Feb.,  is  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  corporals^ 
trumpeters,  and  privates  are  to  receive  in  hand  whatever  the  total  may  amount  to  beyond 
the  sum  of  37s.  6^.  for  each  corporal,  and  of  22s.  6d,  for  each  trumpeter  and  private  man. 
The  sums  of  37«.  Sd,  far  each  corporal,  and  of  22t.  64,  for  each  trumpeter  and  private,  are 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Captain,  from  which  he  is  to  give  the  corporal  Is.  Zd,,  and 
the  trumpeter  and  private  9d,  per  day,  till  the  whole  sum  will  be  paid. 

0.  The  balance  due  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  of  the  cavalry,  and  of 
the  Foot  Guards  and  other  regiments  of  infantry,  on  the  24th  Jan.  and  on  the  24th  Feb.,. 
is  also  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  receive  in 
hand  whatever  the  total  may  amount  to  beyond  the  sums  of  30s.  for  each  seijeaiit,  20s.  for 
each  corporal,  trumpeter,  or  drummer,  and  15s.  for  each  private.  TUe  sums  of  30s.  for 
each  seneant,  20s.  for  each  corporal,  trumpeter,  or  drummer,  and  15s.  for  each  private,  are 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Uaptain,  from  which  he  is  to  give  the  seneants  each  Is.,  the 
corporals  and  the  trumpeter,  or  drummer,  Sd,,  and  the  soldiers  6d,  a  day  each,  until  the 
whole  sum  will  be  paid. 

7.  In  case  the  balances  due  to  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  on  their  accounts 
to  the  24th  Jan.  and  24th  Feb.,  should  not  amount  to  30s.  for  each  seijeant,  20s.  for  each 
corporal,  trumpeter,  or  drummer,  and  I5s.  for  each  private,  the  officer  commanding  the 
troop  or  company  is  to  divide  whatever  sum  the  balance  to  any  non-commissioned  officer 
or  soldier  may  amount  to  by  30,  and  is  to  give  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier 
on  each  day  me  proportion  of  whatever  the  balance  may  be. 

8.  It  must  he  observed,  that  in  case  any  soldier  wants  necessaries,  the  Captain  must  take, 
care  to  stop  their  price  from  the  daily  payment  above  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  soldier,, 
either  by  stopping  the  whole  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  daily,  or  a  proportion,  as  may  be . 
settled  by  the  otBcer  commanding  the  regiment. 

9.  The  soldiers  will  see,  however,  what  an  interest  they  have  in  taking  care  of  their 
necessaries,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  will  be  but  little  occasion  for  stoppages  on  this 
account. 
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never  known  the  troops  behave  so  well.  In  the  battle  of  the  28th  we  had 
hard  fighting,  and  in  my  life  I  never  saw  such  an  attack  as  was  made  by 
Gen.  Barnes'  brigade,  in  the  7th  division,  upon  the  enemj  above  Echalar 
yesterday;  the  loss  of  the  French  is  immense.  ]  understand  they  say 
themselves  that  they  have  lost  15,000  men  :  that  is  what  I  estimated  their 
loss;  but  if  ihey  acknowledge  that  number,  I  ought  to  estimate  it  nt 
20,000  men,  which  is  the  number  more  generally  believed. 

Tht  A,0,  to  tht  Commandant  at  Berrioplano.  3d  Avig.  16ia 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  visit  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  field  of 
action  of  the  28th  and  30th  of  last  month,  and  inquire  from  the  magistrates  whe- 
ther all  ihe  wounded  collected  in  them  by  order  or  accident  have  been  remored 
to  die  station  under  your  command.  You  will  also,  as  far  as  possible,  hare  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy  in  all  respects  treated  as  soldiers  of  our  own  service.  You 
will  report  to  me  the  result  of  your  inquiry ;  and  should  you  hear  of  any  woiuided 
within  6  leagues  of  Berrioplano  in  an  unprotected  situation,  immediately  take 
measures  for  their  relief  ana  removal. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  4th  Aug.  181^  tAJL 

I  have  received  your  letters  to  the  3d  inst.,  which  I  have  been  obliged 
to  delay  acknowledging  till  this  moment  The  troops  are  of  course  a 
good  deal  fatigued,  and  we  have  suffered  very  considerably,  particularly 
the  English  troops  in  the  2d  division,  in  the  affair  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya, 
which,  with  the  existing  want  of  shoes  and  of  musket  ammunition,  induces 
me  to  delay  for  a  day  or  two  any  forward  movement,  and  to  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  one  at  all.  I  keep  every  thing  in  readiness,  however. 
I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  objections  to  our  positions  in  the  Pyrenees  ; 
but  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  advance  from  them  without  incurring 
more  loss  than  we  ought,  or  than  we  can  well  afford,  I  am  afraid  that  we 
cannot  well  retire  from  them. 

Many  events  turned  out  unfortunately  for  us  on  the  Ist  inst,  each  of 
which  ought  to  have  been  in  our  favor ;  and  we  should  have  done  the 
enemy  a  great  deal  more  mischief  than  we  did  in  his  passage  down  this 
valley.  But  as  it  is,  I  hope  that  Soult  will  not  feel  an  inclination  to  renew 
his  expedition,  on  this  side  at  least.  The  French  army  must  have  suf- 
fered terribly.  Between  the  25th  of  last  month  and  2d  of  this,  they  were 
engaged  seriously  not  less  than  10  times;  on  many  occasions  in  attacking 
very  strong  positions,  in  others  beat  from  them  or  pursued.  I  understand 
that  the  officers  say  they  have  lost  15,000  men.  I  thought  so ;  but  as  they 
say  so,  I  now  think  more.  I  believe  we  have  about  4000  prisoners. 
It  is  strange  enough  that  our  diminution  of  strength  to  the  31st  does 
not  exceed  1500  men;  although  I  believe  our  casualties  are  6000. 

I  propose  to  resume  the  operations  of  the  siege  as  soon  as  the  train  and 
stores  shall  arrive  from  England ;  and  I  gave  orders  to  the  Commissary 
Gren.  to  give  compensation  as  is  proposed  for  the  loss  of  boats,  and  to  have 
the  boats  repaired.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  direc- 
tions, if  you  have  not  already  given  them,  that  the  road  from  Pasages  to 

G.  O.  I.enea,  4th  Aos-  tSlS. 

3.  Surgeons  of  regiments  are  immediately  to  send  to  Pasages,  where,  on  application  to 
Staff  Surgeon  Baxter,  their  panniers  will  be  completed  agreeably  to  the  requisitioa  ap- 
proved of  by  the  lutpector  of  hoepitala. 
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the  wharf^  and  the  wharf  itself,  may  be  repaired  according  to  the  memo- 
randums, Noe.  3  and  4,  in  Col.  Dickson's  letter  to  you  of  the  1st  inst. 
Also,  if  you  will  apply  to  Sir  G.  Collier  to  have  a  derrick  erected  on  the 
wharf  according  to  his  memorandum  No.  5. 

I  shall  have  the  boats  called  from  the  different  harbours,  but  I  will  not 
answer  for  their  coming. 

I  have  written  several  times  to  England,  and  I  write  again  by  this  occa* 
sion,  to  have  our  naval  force  increased ;  which  is  the  only  mode  of  having 
either  an  efficient  blockade,  or  means  to  carry  on  the  siege  as  we  ought. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  order  Col.  May,  of  the  artil- 
lery, to  head  quarters,  to  arrange  the  ammunition  concerns  of  the  army, 
which  are  now  in  my  hands. 

I  have  received  from  Sir  R.  Fletcher  a  plan  for  the  recommencement 
and  prosecution  of  the  siege ;  and  he  appears  to  think  it  necessary  that 
more  works  should  be  constructed.  If  that  be  the  case,  he  had  better 
commence  them  immediately,  and  CoL  Dickson  had  better  commence  the 
re-landing  of  the  guns,  &c.,  and  re-arming  the  batteries,  at  least  so  far  as 
to  protect  Sir  R.  Fletcher's  works. 

To  Sir  R.  H.  Kemifidy,  Communry  General.  Leeaca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

,  Several  boats  have  been  damaged,  and  others  have  been  entirely  lost,  in 
the  harbour  of  Pasages,  in  the  operations  of  disembarking  and  embarking 
the  guns  and  stores  for  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian.  I  request  you  to  give 
directions  that  measures  may  be  taken,  in  communication  with  Col.  Dick- 
son, to  have  the  damaged  boats  caulked  and  otherwise  repaired,  and  that 
the  owners  may  be  paid  their  value  for  the  boats  lost.  This  should  be 
done  without  loss  of  time. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Lesaca,  4m  Aug.  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  C.  Stuart,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the 
Portuguese  6nances  are  not  in  so  bad  a  state.  There  is  nothing  new  what- 
ever. I  desired  Pakenham  to  send  you  a  report  that  there  are  2000  re- 
covered Portuguese  at  Vitoria. 

My  rheumatism  still  keeps  me  at  home. 

To  Lieut  Oen.  Lord  W.  Bentiuok,  K.B.  Le$aca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  (No.  6)  of  the 
22d  July,  from  Vinaroz,  since  which  I  have  received  one  of  the  30th  from 
Mina,  from  Zaragoza,  in  which  he  sends  me  intelligence  which  he  has 
received  from  Catalonia,  stating  that  a  detachment  of  1500  men  had  been 
sent  from  Tortosa  to  Tarragona,  about  the  24th  or  25th.  I  should  be  in- 
clined, therefore,  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  intelligence  of  the  intention  of 
Suchet  to  destroy  that  port ;  but  if  he  should  destroy  it,  I  acknowledge 
that  I  am  still  inclined  to  adhere  to  the  plan  of  attacking  Tortosa,  and  oh* 
taining  possession  of  the  Ebro  before  you  shall  go  farther  north. 

You  will  observe  that  your  operations  are  now  not  solely  maritime.  You 
are  necessarily  connected  with  the  2d  and  3d  Spanish  armies,  who  must 
hold  their  communication  with  Valencia.  If,  therefore,  your  Lordship 
should  determine  to  cross  the  Ebro,  and  attack  Barcelona,  you   must 
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blockade  Tortoaa  in  strength,  at  tiie  same  time  that  you  mutt  have  at 
least  15,600  men,  some  of  them  your  best  troops,  to  attack  Barcelona; 
and  you  must  have  a  large  covering  army.  This  covering  army  must  have 
two  objects  for  its  attention,  viz.,  the  siege  of  Barcelona,  and  the  blockade 
of  Tortosa ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  no  covering  army  which  your  Lordship 
would  be  able  to  assemble,  after  proriding  tro4)p6  to  blockade  the  dif* 
ferent  places  to  be  blockaded,  and  troops  to  besiege  Barcelona,  would  be 
equal  to  its  objects. 

For  this  reason,  I  confess  that,  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  I  should 
prefer  the  attack  of  Tortosa,  even  to  that  of  Tarragona,  supposing  the 
latter  place  not  to  be  destroyed ;  and  the  4th  paragraph  of  my  instructioQ 
of  the  14th  April  leaves  it  to  your  Lordship  to  begin  with  any  of  the 
objects  held  out  to  your  attention  which  you  may  prefer.  The  same  rea- 
soning applies  still  more  forcibly  to  the  attack  of  Barcelona. 

I  am  perfectly  sensible  of  the  additional  difficulties  with  which  you  will 
meet  in  the  attack  of  Tarragona  and  Barcelona  at  a  later  period  of  the 
season,  occasioned  by  the  precariousness  of  the  weather.  But  if  you  should 
once  get  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Ebro,  you  will  not  be  without  a 
neighbouring  port  for  your  transports;  and  Sir  E.  Pellew,  feeling  an 
interest  in  your  Lordship's  operations,  will  aid  them  by  the  presence  of 
his  fleet,  which  will  be  able  to  remain  on  and  communicate  with  the  coast, 
at  periods  when  it  would  be  imprudent,  and  indeed  impossible,  to  keep 
transports  on  the  coast 

I  feel  the  more  anxious  on  this  subject,  from  feeling  myself  the  diffi- 
culty of  having  a  double  object  in  view  at  the  same  time.  This  army 
necessarily  blockades  Pamplona,  because  if  it  did  not  do  so  at  present,  the 
place  would  get  supplies  of  provisions,  and  much  time  would  dapee  before 
it  would  fall ;  and  we  at  the  same  time  lay  siege  to  San  Sebastian,  because 
if  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  fair  weather  to  perform  that  operation,  it 
cannot  be  performed  at  all.  But  in  order  to  cover  both,  the  army  neces- 
sarily occupies  a  very  extended  line. 

Marshal  Soult,  who  now  commands  in  my  front,  took  advantage  of  this 
situation  of  affairs,  a  few  days  ago,  to  attack  our  right,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  collect  the  right  and  centre  of  the  army  in  front  of  Pamplona,  whe^e,  on 
the  27th  and  28th  ult,  a  detachment,  consisting  of  the  3d,  4th,  and  6th 
divisions,  under  my  command,  gained  a  complete  victory.  We  attacked 
the  enemy  on  the  30th,  the  right  and  centre  having  been  tolerably  concen- 
trated ;  and  we  have  again  driven  the  enemy  into  France,  with  immense 
loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

To  Capt  Sir  O.  Collier,  R.N.  Lettca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  directions  that 
H.  S.  H.  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Baron  Constant,*  and  Mr.  Johnson,t 
may  be  furnished  with  passage  to  England,  His  Serene  Highness  having 
dispatches  from  me. 


All  G^n.  Don  P.  A.  Qiron.  Lesaca,  ce  4  AoCit,  1813,  i  10^  1 

Je  re^ois  votre  lettre  du  3,  pour    laquelle  je  vous  suis  bien  obligi^ 
*  Baron  Constaot  de  Rebecque.  f  Sir  R  Johnton,  Bart. 
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Jamais  je  n'ai  vu  les  troupes  se  conduire  mienx  qu'elles  ne  I'oni  fait  dans 
ces  derniers  jours.  Dans  la  bataille  du  28,  ranniyersaire  de  Talavera, 
la  4"*  division  a  fait  des  merveilles. 

Faites  mes  complimens  au  G^n^nd  Castanoe^quand  vous  lui  ^crirez. 

To  the  Rev.  J.  Lemman,  Bath.  Letaca,  4th  Aog.  1813. 

I  received  hj  the  last  post  your  letter  of  the  5th  July,  and  I  am  much 
flattered  hj  your  recollection  of  me.  The  possession  of  the  *  Tableau 
ffistorique  de  la  Guerre  de  la  Rh)olutum  de  France '  would  he  highly 
desirahle  to  me,  and  I  shall  he  very  much  ohliged  to  you  to  send  that 
copy,  which  you  are  so  kind  as  to  offer  to  me,  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  to  he 
sent  to  me  hy  the  first  opportunity. 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  Leaaca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

This  letter*  has  heen  detained  till  this  day ;  and  your  Lordship  will 
see  the  result  of  our  attempt  to  defend  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees  against 
a  large  army  attacking  them  from  France.  The  result  would  not  have 
heen  very  different  if  they  had  heen  ever  so  well  fortified,  excepting  hy 
posts  to  he  occupied  permanently.  Sir  L.  Cole,  whose  retreat  occasioned 
the  retreat  of  the  whole,  retired,  not  because  he  could  not  hold  his  posi- 
tion, hut  because  his  right  flank  was  turned.  It  is  a  great  disadvantage 
when  the  Officer  Commanding  in  Chief  must  be  absent,  and  probably  at 
a  distance.  For  this  reason  there  is  nothing  I  dislike  so  much  as  these  ex- 
tended operations,  which  I  cannot  direct  myself. 

's  affair  of  the  25th  was  in  fact  a  surprise,  occasioned  by  the 

fancy  which  people  have  to  attend  to  other  matters  but  their  own  concerns, 
and  to  form  opinions  of  what  is  passing  in  other  quarters.  It  was  known 
that  Soult  had  marched  to  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  and  that  Gen.  Cole  was 

attacked  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  and ,  having  10,000  or 

12,000  men  about  a  mile  in  his  front,  and  having  been  prepared  to 
receivQ  the  attack,  decided  that  the  enemy  would  not  attack  him ;  and  he 
sent  hflJf  the  troops  a  league  to  the  rear  to  their  camp,  and  ordered  the 
whole  to  cook,  and  went  himself  to  Elizondo.  In  ^e  mean  time  the 
French  formed  in  the  wood,  under  the  height,  on  which  he  had  nobody 
I  give  the  troops  great  credit  for  getting  out  of  the  scrape  as  well  as  they 

did.    With  common  precaution, had  men  enough  to  defend 

the  pass. 

The  enemy  had  no  success  on  any  other  ground,  and  were  terribly  beat 
after  I  joined  the  troops  at  Sorauren.  Their  loss  cannot  be  le«s  than 
15,000  men,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  it  is  not  20,000  men.  We  have 
about  4000  prisoners.  I  never  saw  such  fighting  as  on  the  27th  and  28th 
July,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Talavera,  nor  such  determination 
•as  iJie  troops  showed. 

I  wish  some  measures  could  be  adopted  to  punish  the  recruiters  for  the 
foreign  corps.  Above  150  men  deserted  from  the  Chasseurs  Britan- 
niques  from  Legasa  in  one  night ;  and  the  Brunswick  Oels  lost  by  deser*- 
tion  90  men  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  on  the  outposts.     The  fact 

*  See  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  25th  July,  1813,  p.  627. 
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is,  the  men  were  enlisted  from  the  prisons.  There  are  now  not  less  than 
800  deserters  in  confinement  at  Lisbon,  whom  the  Admiraltj  hare 
forbidden  should  be  sent  home;  and  they  are  ezcessiyely  discontented 
with  their  treatment,  which  has  now  effectually  stopped  desertion  in  the 
French  army  in  aid  of  the  enlistment  of  deserters  by  the  York  light 
infantry. 

The  desertion  of  the  foreign  troops  has  had  the  bad  effect  of  teaching 
desertion  to  our  own  troops. 

To  Earl  Batbunt  hmtyca,  4th  Aug.  181S. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  having  been  detained  till  this  day  for  the 
returns,  I  have  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  enemy  still  continued 
posted  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  with  a  force  of  two  divisions,  in  the 
Puerto  de  Echalar,  and  nearly  the  whole  army  behind  the  Puerto,  when 
the  4th,  7th,  and  Light  divisions  advanced  by  the  valley  of  the  Bidasoa  to 
the  frontier ;  and  J  had  determined  to  dislodge  them  by  a  combined  attack 
and  movement  of  the  three  divisions. 

The  7th  division,  however,  having  crossed  the  mountains  from  Sum- 
billa,  and  having  necessarily  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  4th,  Major  Gen. 
Barnes'  brigade  was  formed  for  the  attack,  and  advanced  before  the  4th 
and  Light  divisions  could  co-operate,  with  a  regularity  and  gallantry 
which  I  have  seldom  seen  equalled,  and  actually  drove  two  divisions  of 
the  enemy  from  the  formidable  heights,  notwithstanding  the  resistance 
opposed  to  them.  It  is  impossible  that  I  can  extol  too  highly  the  conduct 
of  Major  Gen.  Barnes,  and  of  these  brave  troops,  which  was  the  admira- 
tion of  all  who  were  witnesses  of  it  Major  Gen.  Kempt's  brigade  of  the 
Light  division  likewise  drove  a  very  considerable  force  from  the  rock 
which  forms  the  left  of  the  Puerto.  There  is  now  no  enemy  in  the  field 
within  this  part  of  the  Spanish  frontier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham's  report  of  the 
assault  of  San  Sebastian.* 

*  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.O. 

Hemani,  27th  July,  1813. 

The  attack  of  the  breach  in  the  line  wall  on  the  left  flank  of  San  Sebastian  took  place 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  the  fall  of  the  tide  left  the  foot  of  the  wall  dry,  which 
was  soon  after  daylight  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  distinguished  gal- 
lantry of  the  troops  employed,  some  of  whom  did  force  their  way  into  the  town,  the  attack 
did  not  succeed.  The  enemy  occupied  in  force  all  the  defences  of  the  place  which  looked 
that  way,  and  from  which,  and  from  all  round  the  breach,  they  were  enabled  to  bring  so 
destructive  a  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  flanking  and  enfilading  the  column,  and  to  throw 
over  so  numr  hand  groiadet  on  the  troops,  that  it  became  necessary  to  desist  ftom  the 
assault  The  loss  sustained  was  therefore  severe,  especially  by  the  3d  batt  Royal 
Scots,  Uie  leading  one  of  Major  Gen.  Hay's  brigade,  which  being  on  duty  in  the  trenches^ 
formed  the  column  of  attack ;  Majur  Gen.  Spry's  Portuguese  brigade,  that  of  Major  Gen. 
Robinson,  and  the  4th  ca^adores  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wilson's  being  in  reserve  in  the  trenches  ; 
the  whole  under  the  direction  of  Major  Gen.  Oswald,  commanding  the  5th  division. 
Though  this  attack  has  foiled,  it  would  be  great  injustice  not  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that 
the  troops  conducted  themselves  with  their  usual  gallantry,  and  only  retired  when  I 
thought  a  further  perseverance  in  the  attack  would  liave  occasioned  a  useless  ncrifice  of 
brave  men.  Major  Gen.  Hay,  Major  Frazer,  Col.  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Greville,  and  Col. 
Cameron,  commanding  tlie  Royal  Scots,  38th  and  9th  regts.,  greatly  distinguished  thcm- 
felves.     Major  Frazer  lost  his  life  on  the  breadi,  with  many  of  bis  brave  comrades. 

The  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  the  opoations  of  the  siege  hitherto,  of  the  oflSoen 
and  men  of  the  Royal  artillery  and  engineers,  never  was  exceeded  in  indefatigable  naly 
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While  the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pamplona,  as 
reported  in  mj  dispatch  of  the  1st  inst,  Brig.  Gen.  Longa  occupied 
with  his  division  this  part  of  the  Bidasoa,  including  the  town  of  Vera. 
That  part  of  the  enemy's  army  which  had  been  left  in  obsenration  of  the 
allied  troops  on  the  great  road  from  Irun,  attacked  him  on  the  28th,  but 
were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting 
the  good  conduct  of  these  troops  on  all  occasions,  and  likewise  of  a  bat- 
talion of  Spanish  caqadores,  in  Gen.  Barcena's  division  of  the  Galician 
army,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  bridge  of  Yanci,  on  the  enemy's 
retreat  on  the  1st  inst,  which  it  held  against  very  superior  numbers 
during  a  great  part  of  the  day. 

The  division  of  the  4th  army,  under  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  Carlos  de 
Espana,  having  joined,  I  have  left  him  in  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Pam- 
plona, aided  by  a  detachment  from  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia. 
The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  with  the  remainder  of  that  army,  has  joined  the 
army  under  my  command. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  in  Aragon  since  my  dispatch  of 
the  19th  July.  I  have  a  report  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  from  Yinaroz  on 
the  21  St  July,  and  he  was  making  preparations  to  cross  the  Ebro. 

activity,  and  gallantry ;  and  I  beg  to  mention,  particularly,  to  your  Lordship,  Lieut  G>1t. 
Dicksou,  Fnuwr,  and  Blay,  and  Biajor  Webber  Smith,  of  the  Royal  artillery ;  Lieut.  Col. 
Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne,  and  Majors  EUicombe  and  C.  F.  Smith,  of  the 
Royal  engineers.  Three  officers  of  this  corps,  employed  to  conduct  different  parts  of  th« 
columns  of  attack,  behaved  admirably,  but  suffered  severely.  Capt  Lewis  has  lost  his 
leg ;  Lieut  Jones  was  wounded  in  the  breach,  and  taken  ;  and  Lieut  Machell,  after  his 
return,  was  killed  in  the  trenches. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship  Lieut  Campbell,  of  the  9th,*  who  led  the  forlorn 
hope,  and  who  was  fererely  wounded  on  the  breach.  I  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  too 
in  assuring  your  Lordship  of  the  most  -cordial  support  and  assistance  afforded  by  Sir 
G.  Collier,  commanding  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  coast,  and  of  all  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  squadron  employed  on  shore. 

No  exertiou  ttiat  could  be  afforded  was  wanting,^  and  Lieut  Col.  Dickson  has  repre- 
sented to  me^  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  steady  and  gallant  conduct  of  a  detachment  of 
seamen  in  the  batteries,  under  the  command  of  Lieut  O'Reilly  (first  Lieut  of  H.  M.  S. 
SunmlUtntt),  and  of  their  exemplary  behaviour  while  on  shore.  I  beg,  too,  to  mentioo 
Mr.  Digby  Marsh,  master's  mate,  acting  as  JJeut.  in  the  batteries,  after  I^eut  Dunlop  W4« 
severely  wounded. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  at  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  from  the 
7th  to  the  27th  July,  18T3. 


t 

^ 
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Killed 

11 
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Wounded 

44 

34 

696 

774 

Missing 

6 

6 

288 

300 

Portugu4 

eseloss  included. 

*  Now  Col  Colin  Campbell,  C.B.,  A.  D.  C.  to  the  Queen  (now  oommandmg  the  98th 
regt.  in  China).  He  wrote  to  the  Compiler  as  follows :  <  I  led  the  left  wing  of  the  Royal 
Scots,  and  not  the  forlorn  hope.' 
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1  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  attack  of  the 
enemy's  position  on  the  2d  inst. 

Oeoeial  Retam  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mienng,  from  the  36th  July  to  tiie 
2d  Aug.,  inclufi?e,  1813. 


1 

i 

1 

Total  lo«  of  offiocra, 
officers,  and  R.&F. 
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881 

559 

322 

Wounded  •     •     •     • 

331 

261 
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5510 

3693 

1817 

MlMlDg       •      •      •      • 

17 

16 

672 

705 

504 

201 

Tb'is  return  includes  the  whole  of  the  cafualtiee  during  the  operations  between  the  25th 
July  and  the  2d  Aug.,  encloeed  in  die  dispatch  of  the  1st  as  well  as  of  the  4th  Aug. 


To  Earl  Bathurst  Lenca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  two  more  letters  from  Sir  J.  Murray,  but  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived his  narrative  of  his  transactions.  I  wish  your  Lordship  to  recon- 
sider the  propriety  of  bringing  Sir  J.  Murray  before  a  Court  Martial  in 
any  part  of  the  Peninsula,  excepting  in  the  army  on  the  Eastern  coast. 
Without  calling  Adm..Hallowell  and  other  officers  from  their  duty,  it 
appears  impossible  to  bring  the  facts  under  the  consideration  of  any 
Court  Martial  to  be  assembled  here.  Then  comes  the  question  whether 
it  will  be  fair  to  try  him  by  the  officers  of  the  army  on  the  Eastern  coast, 
particularly  if  it  be  true  that  a  spirit  of  party  prevails  in  that  army. 

To  Barl  Bathurst.  Lesaca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  feel  a  great  regard  for  Fremantle  on  his  own,  as  well  as  his  father's 
account ;  but  I  should  be  sorry  if  any  irregularity  were  committed  in 
promoting  him  only  because  I  feel  a  regard  for  him. 

Lord  Clinton  obtained  two  steps  of  promotion  on  taking  home  the  ac- 
counts of  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  as  I  believe,  not  because  he  took  home 
the  accounts  of  a  great  victory,  but  because  he  had  been  promised  pro- 
motion, and  was  on  the  point  of  being,  if  not  actually,  promoted  before 
he  arrived ;  and  then  the  second  step  of  promotion  was  given  to  him. 

I  should  be  delighted  and  obliged  by  any  fiivor  done  by  His  Royal 
Highness  to  Fremantle,  but  I  acknowledge  that  if  I  were  in  His  Royal 
Highness'  situation,  I  would  not  depart  from  the  old  rule  of  one  step  of 
promotion  for  the  officer  who  bears  the  tidings  of  a  Victory  on  any  ac- 
count If  that  rule  should  be  once  departed  from,  there  will  always  be 
a  question  whether  a  victory  is  deserving  one  or  two  steps  of  promotion 
to  the  bearer  of  the  news,  which  might  be  awkward. 

I  hope  that  success  will  not  be  wanting  to  enable  me  to  send  Fremantle 
home  again  with  the  intelligence,  to  obtain  for  him  the  other  step  of  pro- 
motion ;  and  if  it  should,  I  rely  upon  His  Royal  Highness'  goodness  to 
promote  him  when  a  fair  opportunity  shall  offer. 
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To  B«rl  BaUrant  Letaca,  4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  recommend  that  Major 
Canning,  my  aide  de  camp,  may  be  promoted,  and  may  receive  the  usual 
warrant,  for  carrying  home  the  dispatches  which  I  have  sent  by  tSe  Prince 
of  Orange*    I  should  have  sent  Major  Canning  if  I  had  not  sent  the  Prince. 

To  Earl  Batbortt  Letaca,  4tli  Aog.  1813. 

Sir  T.  Graham  reports  that  there  is  a  daily  communication  between 
San  Sebastian  and  the  French  army  by  sea;  and,  in  fact,  boats  go  in  and 
out  as  they  please. 

The  siege  was  much  delayed ;  and  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to 
raise  the  siege,  the  loss  of  guns  and  stores  would  be  infallible,  owing  to 
the  want  of  naval  means,  the  harbour  boats  at  Pasages  being  excessively 
bad,  and  all  navigated  by  women,  who  are  unequal  to  the  labor  of  loading 
and  unloading  them ;  and  the  greatest  number  of  boats  are  already  de- 
stroyed by  the  weights  we  have  put  in  them. 

I  entreat  your  Lordship  to  consider  these  points,  and  to  let  me  know 
whether  government  will  or  not  send  a  sufficient  naval  force  to  co-operate 
with  the  army  in  this  siege.  The  place  has  9  months'  provisions,  and 
there  is  no  chance  of  getting  it  except  by  siege. 

To  Earl  Bathuiit  Lenca,  4«h  Aug.  1813. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  directions  that 
5000  stand  of  arms,  and  5000  sets  of  bu£f  accoutrements,  may  be  sent 
out  to  Pasages  as  soon  as  may  be  possible.  It  is  desirable  they  should 
be  sent  out  1000  at  a  time.  Our  soldiers  have  a  practice  of  losing  their 
arms  and  accoutrements  when  they  are  wounded,  of  which  I  have  done 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  get  the  better,  as  I  am  told,  with  some  suc- 
cess ;  but  I  am  afraid  there  are  many  in  the  hospitals  who  are  unprovided 
with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  have  some 
to  give  them  when  they  recover. 

I  have  not  yet  got  the  states,  and  am  not  able  to  tell  you  what  the 
diminution  of  our  numbers  has  been  in  the  last  6  days ;  but  I  understand 
that  the  troops  are  very  healthy,  notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  and 
their  fatigue,  and  I  hope  that  the  diminution  of  numbers  does  not  equal 
the  amount  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Our  loss  is  distressing,  however,  as  having  fallen  a  good  deal  upon 
Gen.  Hiirs  corps :  the  number  of  British  troops  there  has  become  too 
small  in  proportion  to  the  foreigners. 

Tht  A.Q,  to  Capt,  Bhodtt,  R,B,,  BadqfoM.  4th  Aug.  1813. 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  the  Commissary  Gen.  I  have  received 

directions  from  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  desire  that  Mr.  ,  of  the 

Commissariat  department,  mav  be  released  from  the  arrest  in  which  he  has  heen 
placed  by  your  order  at  Badaioz  on  the  5th  of  last  month.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  restraint  under  which  he  has  been  kept  since  that  period  will  have  made  him 
fUlly  aware  that  he  must  be  more  circumspect  in  his  conduct  in  future. 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  T.  Graham;  K.B.  Leuu^a,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  omitted  till  now  to  reply  to  your  letter  regarding  Lieut.  Gen. 
Robertson.  I  should  be  very  happy  to  forward  the  views  of  any  officer 
recommended  by  you  to  serve  in  this  army,  but  there  is  now  no  situation 
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open  for  an  officer  of  his  rank  ;  and  if  such  a  one  should  open,  it  will  be 
but  fair  to  attend  to  the  claims  of  those  officers  high  among  the  Major 
Generals,  who  have  long  commanded  brigades  in  the  army. 

To  Lieut.  G«o.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Letaca,  5th  Aug.  1818. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  July,  and  I  have  but  little  to 
add  to  my  dispatch  of  this  date.* 

I  never  saw  such  fighting  as  we  have  had  here.  It  began  on  the  25th, 
and,  excepting  the  29th,  when  not  a  shot  was  fired,  we  had  it  every  day 
till  the  2d.  The  battle  of  the  28th  was  fair  bludgeon  work.  The  4th 
division  was  principally  engaged ;  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  immense. 
Our  loss  has  likewise  been  very  severe,  but  not  of  a  nature  to  cripple  us. 

I  shall  send  you  a  detailed  account  of  our  operations  as  soon  as  I  can 
get  one  copied  for  you. 

•  See  tbe  letter  alluded  to,  4th  Aug.,  p.  647. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Le«ca.  &th  Aug.  liil. 

I  Mnt  you  tliis  afternoon,  by  Lieut  Col.  Abercromby,  the  outline  of  the  arrangement  for 
placing  the  troops  under  your  immediate  orders  upon  the  right  of  the  army,  and  bringing 
the  6th  and  3d  divisions  towards  the  centre.  Tlie  enclosed  contains  a  fevr  more  details  in 
regard  to  that  arrangement,  the  copies  of  which  for  Sir  T.  Picton,  and  for  Major  Gen.  Col- 
ville,  I  have  put  up  under  your  cover,  as  the  safest  and  most  direct  mode  of  forwarding 
them.  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  it  is  essential  that  an  officer,  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  tbe  positions  near  Maya,  should  be  left  with  Mijor  Gen.  Col- 
ville  ft.T  a  short  time. 

It  is  Lord  Wellington's  intention  that  the  troops  which  you  place  in  the  valley  of  Les 
Alduides  should  make  such  arrangements  as  will  give  every  possible  security,  on  that  side^ 
to  the  divisions  in  the  valleys  of  Baztan  and  Maya ;  and  it  should  be  recommended  to 
these  latter  divbions  to  have  also  posts  of  advertisement  of  their  own,  along  with  the  out- 
posts of  your  troops,  which  will  be  next  to  them. 

1  beg  jou  will  be  so  good  as  communicate  to  die  13th  light  dragoons,  as  also  to  the 
several  brigades  of  artillery  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  arrangement,  those  parts  of  it  which 
respectively  concern  each. 

ArrangemenU  referred  to  above :  L«i«a.  6lh  Aug.  1813. 

It  is  intended  tliat  the  infantry  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill 
shall  be  placed  upon  the  right  of  the  army,  and  shall  occupy  the  passes  m  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Koncesvalles,  and  also  those  in  the  valley  of  Les  Alduides. 

Under  this  arrangement  the  3d  and  the  6(h  divisions  are  to  move  towards  the  centre;  the 
0th  division  occupying,  in  the  first  instance,  the  Puerto  de  Maya  and  its  neighbourhood, 
and  the  3d  division  being  in  reserve  to  the  6th,  in  the  vidley  of  Bastan. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  Major  Gen.  Colville,  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Picton,  will  be  so 
good,  therefore,  as  concert  measures,  without  delay,  for  this  alteration  of  the  positions  of 
the  troops  above  mentioned,  making  their  anangeroents  in  such  manner  as  that  tH>  part  of 
the  line  may  be  exposed  to  an  attack  under  unfavorable  circumstances  whilst  the  change 
is  taking  place. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  be  so  good  as  send  an  officer  acquainted  with  the  country,  both  to  the 
6th  and  to  the  3d  divisions,  to  continue  with  them  until  Major  Gen.  Colville  and  Sir  T. 
Picton  have  made  their  arrangements  in  the  nositions  which  they  are  respectively  to  occupy. 

A  report  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Q.M.G.  of  the  manner  in  which  the  above  alteration 
is  to  be  carried  into  eflect,  as  also  of  the  positions  of  the  troops  when  they  have  reached 
their  several  destinations. 

Whilst  the  above  arrangements  are  carrying  into  e0ect,  the  artillery  of  the  2d  division 
will  move  round,  by  Lans  and  Ologue,  into  the  Ronccsvalles  road  j  and  when  it  has 
reached  that  destination,  the  artillery  of  the  3d  division  will  move  from  the  Roncesvallca 
road  to  Olague,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders. 

The  13th  regt.  of  light  dragoons  will  likewise  move  round  at  the  same  time  by  Lanx 
and  Olague  to  Linsoain ;  and  Sir  R.  Hill  will  cause  the  detachment  of  cavalry  now  upon 
the  Roncesvalles  road,  attached  to  the  3<l  division,  to  be  relieved  by  tlie  13th  light  dragoooa, 
and  sent  back  to  its  brigade  near  Pamplona. 

The  artillery  cf  the  4th  division,  and  that  of  the  6th  dnrision,  at  present  near  Elisondo^ 
will  move  back  to  Bvrrueta,  reporting  their  arrival  at  that  place  fo  the  Q.M.G. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Junta  of  Aragon.  Lesaca,  5th  Ang.  1813. 

I  have  received  with  much  pleasure  your  letter  of  the  22d  July.  I  am 
much  gratified  that  the  heroic  and  patriotic  city  of  Zaragoza  is  at  last  re- 
lieved from  its  long  oppression,  and  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions to  its  brave  inhabitants  on  the  occasion. 

I  thank  you  and  the  Junta  for  the  kind  attention  in  attributing  to  me  and 
the  army  under  my  immediate  command  the  advantages  acquired  at  the 
battle  of  Vitoria ;  they  have  since  been  increased  by  the  late  important 
events ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  have  great  pleasure 
in  contributing  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  to  the  happiness  of  the  meri- 
torious kingdom  of  Aragon. 

An  Cap.  G6n.  Don  F.  X.  CattaiSos.  Lesaca,  ce  5  Aoiit,  1813, 10  heures  du  matin. 

J'ai  re^u  ce  matin  votre  lettre.  Nous  avons  eu  de  rudes  affaires  dans 
ces  demiers  jours,  mais  nous  avons  battu  Tennemi  joliment 

Je  serai  bien  aise  de  vous  voir  avant  que  vous  ne  partiez,  et  vous 
pourrez  facilement  passer  d'Oyarzun  ici  k  cheval,  quoique  le  ehemin  ne 
8oit  pas  des  meilleurs.  Mais  je  ne  peux  vous  accorder  ni  vous  refuser 
permission  d'aller  en  Biscaye,  quand  une  fois  vous  serez  destitute  du  com- 
mandement,  puisque,  comme  Consejero  de  EsUidOy  je  n'ai  rien  k  vous  dire. 

Je  vous  conseille  cependant  d'olx^ir  aux  ordres  du  gouvernement,  et  de 
vous  mettre  en  marche  aussitdt  apres  que  j'aurai  eu  le  plaisir  de  vous 
voir.  D'abord  soyez  persuadt^  d'une  verit<J,  que  tant  que  le  gouverne- 
ment et  les  Cortes  resteront  k  Cadiz,  ce  sera  le  parti  lib«$ral  qui  dominera 
dans  cette  assemblt^.  II  a  la  populace  de  Cadiz  de  son  cdte ;  les  autres 
le  savent  bien,  et  m^me  quand  ils  ont  raison  ils  en  ont  tant  peur  quails 
n'osent  pas  m^me  parler,  beaucoup  moins  agir.  Voila  la  veritt^;  ainsi  il 
ne  &ut  rien  attendre  de  leur  part 

De  Tautre  c6Ul,  si  vous  n'obeissez  pas  aux  ordres  du  gouvernement,  et 
surtout  si  vous  vous  rendez  dans  un  pays  suppo8«$  n'^tre  pas  bien  cordial 
en  vers  les  institutions  du  jour,  vous  allez  vous  faire  de  mauvaises  affaires 
pour  rien ;  ainsi  je  vous  conseille  de  faire  dire  que  vous  vous  mettrez  en 
route  tout  de  suite  apr^  m'avoir  fait  une  visite. 

To  Gen.  Espos  y  Mina.  Lesaca,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  30th. 

You  will  have  heard  of  recent  events  in  this  quarter,  and  of  the  defeats 
sustained  by  the  enemy,  and  the  terrible  loss  which  they  have  suffered. 
It  must  be  expected,  however,  that  they  will  renew  their  efforts  to  raise 
the  blockade  of  Pamplona  and  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian ;  and  the  eventual 
success  of  the  campaign,  and  the  future  safety  of  Spain,  depend  upon  our 
being  able  to  persevere  in  those  objects. 

I  am  most  anxious,  therefore,  that  you  and  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand should  be  nearer  to  us.  You  may  rely  upon  it,  if  we  get  Pam- 
plona and  San  Sebastian,  that  Zaragoza,  and  every  thing  in  Aragon,  must 
fall ;  and  if  we  should  fail  in  obtaining  these  objects,  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  hold  much  in  Aragon. 

It  is  impossible  to  send  you  any  heavy  guns  at  present,  in  order  to  at- 
tack the  castle  of  Zaragoza  seriously.     That,  therefore,  which  I  wish  you 
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to  do  immediately  is,  first,  to  leave  about  1500  men  of  those  belonging  id 
Gen.  Duran,  if  you  should  have  any  with  you,  to  blockade  Zaragoza,  so 
as  that  the  town  may  be  saved  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  in  the 
castle ;  and  that  you  should  collect  the  remainder  of  your  infantry  at 
least  at  Tudela.  When  arrived  there,  it  would  be  desirable  to  move  it 
upon  Sangdesa,  in  order  to  be  nearer  the  army. 

The  cavalry  might  be  left  between  Jaca  and  Zaragoza,  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  two,  and  observe  what  passes  at  the  former. 

You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  the  side  of  Catalonia. 

To  Vice  Adm.  Sir  S.  Smith,  Knt.  Lenca,  5th  Aug.  I81S. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th,  and  have  forwarded  the  enclo- 
sure to  my  mother. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  suggestion.  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  I  have  not,  at  present,  any  troops  to  spare. 

We  have  had  some  most  desperate  fighting  here,  between  the  25th  of 
last  month  and  2d  of  this ;  every  day  excepting  the  29th :  the  enemy 
having  attacked  our  right,  in  order  to  disengage  Pamplona  and  San  Se* 
bastian.  We  have,  however,  beat  Marshal  Sonlt  completely,  and  driven 
him  back  into  France,  with  immense  loss.  Ours  has  been  severe  likewise ; 
but  by  no  means  of  a  description  to  cripple  the  operations  of  the  army. 

I  send  this  letter  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  who  will  forward  it  to  you. 

The  A,G.  to  the  J.A.Ck,  2d,  3d,  ith,  and  6ih  divuiont,  5di  Aug.  1813. 

In  remarking  to  you  that  I  have  not  received  anv  daily  state  from  the  — 
division  since  me  28th  July,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  extreme  incon- 
venience which  an  omission  of  this  nature  invariably  occasions  in  putting:  it  out  of 
my  power  to  place  before  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  the  effective  strengdi  q€ 
the  army  under  his  command  at  the  times  he  has  ordered  when  it  should  l>e  made 
known  to  him.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  which  should,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, delay  the  daily  state  ofa  division  for  more  than  one  day  beyond  that 
which  is  fixed  for  its  transmission  to  this  office.  I  beg  you  will  forward  imme- 
diately the  whole  of  the  states  wanthig  firom  the  11th  July  to  this  day. 

The  A.O.  to  Lieut,  CoL  Rooke,  A.A.G.,  %d  divitioH,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

I  am  conoemed  in  having  to  communicate  to  you  in  reply  for  Lieut  Gen. 
Stewart's  information  that  his  Excellency  does  not  conceive  it  proper  to  liberate 
those  prisoners,  a  statement  of  their  supposed  criminality  having  been  referred  to 
the  government  of  Portugal  for  decision  as  to  the  mode  of  process,  llie  letters 
on  this  subject  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Military  Sec.  for  transmission 
to  Sir  C.  Stuart  at  Lisbon,  whose  interference  has  been  further  requested  in 
bringing  the  matter  to  conclusion. 


D( 


Tie  A.O.  to  Mqfor  Qen,  Howard,  !«/  diviskm.  5th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  laid  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult  and  enclosures  before  tlie  Marquis  of 
Wellington,  and  I  am  desired  to  observe  that  his  Lordship  has  seldom  perused 
tapers  that  have  afforded  him  so  much  concern.  My  Lord  Wellington  has  alwavs 
>een  in  the  habit  of  considering  and  upholding  the  Guards  as  an  example  to  tfie 
rest  of  the  army,  and  the  disappointment  at  the  receipt  of  such  a  g^ross  proof  of 
indiscipline  and  insubordination  was  therefore  the  more  unexpected.     It  was  the 

duty  of  Col. ,  as  Commanding  officer  of  the  1st  batt.  —  Guards,  to  express 

his  dissatisfaction  with  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental  Court  Martial,  and  point  out 
to  the  officers  who  had  been  members  of  that  Court  their  errors  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  if  he  conceived  error  to  exist,  and  reproof  or  reference  to  such  a 

point  of  duty  was  admissible  and  legal.     It  was  also  at  the  discretion  of  Col. 

to  perform  this  duty  in  the  manner  he  should  think  proper,  taking  care  always  to 
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use  Uie  language  which  oile  officer  might  to  address  to  aifother.  The  statement 
contained  hi  the  letter  of  the  11th  July,  even  supposing  it  to  be  founded  in  all  its 
parts,  is  therefore  no  justification  to  those  who  wrote  that  letter ;  but  being,  as  it 
appears  by  Col.  — 's  letter,  unfounded,  it  is  quite  unjustifiable.  The  Commander 
of  the  Forces  b  excessively  anxious  that  for  the  credit  of  the  Guards  (a  corps  with 
which  he  has  had  such  right  to  be  satisfied)  the  ofiicers  in  question  should  make 

a  proper  apology  for  their  conduct,  and  that  Col. in  consequence  should  be 

so  inoulgent  as  to  pass  it  over ;  and  1  am  now  distinctly  to  explain  tliat  nothing 
but  consideration  for  the  Guards  has  prevented  his  Excellency's  causing  the  im-^ 
proper  conduct  of  these  officers  and  their  letters  of  the  24th  July,  which  mark  so 
clearly  their  desure  to  humiliate  their  Commanding  officer,  being  made  the  subject 
of  an  investigation  before  a  General  Court  Martial.  It  is  to  be  hopedy  however, 
that  Major  Gen.  Howard,  with  the  aid  of  his  Excellency's  opinion,  will  be  able 
to  convince  these  officers  of  their  error,  and  further  to  induce  them  to  apply  the 
abilities,  which  they  evidently  possess,  to  support  the  authority  of  their  Command- 
ing officer  and  forward  tlie  objects  of  their  profession,  ratlier  than  to  destroy  both. 

ne  A»G,  f  J.  Ptrnandn,  D.A.CG^  Sahmanca,  5th  Aug.  18l3. 

In  answer  to  your  application  of  the  19th  ult  I  am  to  inform  you  his  ExceU 
lency  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  has  no  objection  to  your  receiviiig  into  your 
service  Louis  Piero,  prisoner  of  war. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  6th  Aug.  1818,  7  a.m. 

The  messenger  brought  me  the  enclosed  letter  yesterday,  in  regard  to 
the  train  expected  from  England,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  different 
proportions  had  not  been  prepared  and  embarked  as  I  had  expected,  and 
that  even  afler  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  26th  June  there  had  been 
some  mistake.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  show  Col. 
Dickson  the  enclosure  in  this  letter.  It  appears  that  these  ships  contain 
every  thing  but  what  we  want,  viz.,  shot.  It  is  really  quite  ridiculous 
how  little  is  known  in  England  of  the  nature  of  a  military  operation. 
Wherever  they  are  left  to  themselves  they  blunder.  I,  besides,  doubt 
whether  these  guns  on  garrison  carriages  will  be  of  any  use  to  us. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  Dickson's  report  of  the  state  of  the  24  and 
18  pounder  shot,  including  the  large  supply  (400)  received  from  the 
Channel  fleet,  and  upon  this  equipment.  Those  demanded  are,  however, 
coming,  besides  that  to  which  the  enclosed  relates. 

The  scheme  of  renewing  the  attack  on  the  place  will  require  a  much 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole,  K.B.  Le8Ma,8Ui  Aux.  isis. 

Lord  Wellington  has  given  orders  to  the  Conde  de  la  BSsbal  to  move  the  Spanith  corps 
under  hit  command  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Echalar  to-murrow  to  replace  the  4lh  divi- 
sion, which  vou  will  be  so  good  as  march  intO/the  vicinity  of  this  place. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bishal  is  instructed  to  move  his  troops  in  the  morning  to  Echalar,  and 
VOU  will  be  so  good  as  march  the  4th  division  from  thence  in  the  aflemoou,  when  the  roada 
Lave  been  cleared  of  the  baggage  of  the  Qoude's  troops. 

I  beg  ydu  will  send  an  officer  forward  in  the  morning  to  aicertain  what  ground  the  4t)i 
division  can  most  conveniently  occupy  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Q.M.O.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalbousie.  LrMm.  sth  Aug.  isis. 

Enclosed  I  trammit  for  your  Lordship*!  information  the  copy  of  a  letter  addrened  to  Sir  !«. 
Cole^  respecting  the  4th  division  being  replaced  to-morrow  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Echalar 
by  the  troops  of  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal. 

The  Conde  de  la  BUbal  has  been  informed  that  it  is  Lord  Wellington's  intention  that  he 
should  arrange  with  your  Lordship  what  share  of  the  outpost  duties  the  troops  of  each  are 
to  take  upon  that  part  of  the  line  which  lies  between  the  posts  of  the  division  occupying  the 
Puerto  de  Maya  utd  the  Light  division. 

I  have  to  request  your  Lordship  will  make  me  acquainted  with  the  arrangements  sfttlefl 
with  the  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  on  thii  head. 

VOL.  VI.  3  U 
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larger  equipment  of  carts  than  that  which  we  before  followed,  and  I  have 
already  spoken  to  Alava  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  necessary,  however, 
that  Dickson  should  make  me  a  detailed  report,  statbg  how  manj  carts 
he  will  want  on  each  side. 

There  are  many  carts  with  Wilson's  and  Bradford's  brigades,  with  the 
German  Legion,  and  even  with  the  corps  of  the  5th  division,  I  under- 
stand ;  and  I  shdl  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  enforce  the  orders  of  the 
army  on  this  subject,  which  are,  that  they  are  to  have  none,  if  they  have 
spring  waggons.  If  they  have  not  spring  waggons,  they  are  to  have  one 
for  each  regiment  All  these  carts  should  be  given  over  to  the  Commis- 
sariat.    I  conclude  that  Sir  R.  Fletcher  will  want  none. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  see  Major  Smith's  scheme  for  fortifying  the  posi- 
tion at  Irun. 

P.S.  In  a  postscript  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Baihurst,  of  the  27th,  he 
says  that  the  fleet  had  been  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  that  the 
mistake  regarding  ordnance  had  been  rectified.  I  am  therefore  in  hopes 
that  we  shall  have  what  we  want 

To  Lieut  Col.  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Bart,  R.B.  Lesaca,  6th  Ang.  1813,  7  a.m. 

A  great  deal  might  be  done  to  strengthen  the  positions  of  the  army  on 
the  right ;  but  engineer  officers  and  intrenching  tools  will  be  required. 
I  beg  to  know  where  the  field  equipments  of  intrenching  tools  are,  and 
what  officers  can  be  sent  on  this  service,  without  loss  of  time. 

To  the  Archbishop  of  Santiago.  Lesaca,  6tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  20th  July,  and  it  has 
given  me  the  greatest  concern  to  see  that  any  circumstance  had  occasioned 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  Spanish  nation,  whose  only  view  and 
object  ought  to  have  been  to  drive  the  common  enemy  from  their  country. 

Although  interested  in  every  thing  which  can  affect  the  Spanish  nation, 
as  a  stranger  I  can  have  no  concern  in  the  question  on  which  this  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists ;  and  I  never  interfere  in  any  thing  which  is  not 
my  particular  business.  I  am  desirous  therefore  to  avoid  giving  any 
ppinion  on  the  subject  to  which  your  letter  relates. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.B.  Lenca,  6th  Aug.  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  the  day  before  yesterday  I  have  received  a  dis- 
patch, with  enclosures,  from  Lord  Bathurst,  of  which  I  enclose  copies, 
containing  directions  to  you  to  make  a  remonstrance  to  the  Spanish 
government  regarding  Gen.  Castanos'  removal  till  I  receive  further 
directions.  When  these  orders  were  written,  the  British  government  cer- 
tainly did  not  advert  to  the  arrangement  made  between  the  Spanish 
government  and  me,  which  does  not  contain  one  word  to  prevent  the 
government  from  removing  any  officer  whom  they  may  please  to  remove. 
It  would  not  have  been  proper  to  ask  for  such  a  condition,  and  would  have 
been  very  improper  to  grant  it ;  the  orders  of  the  British  government 
therefore  to  both  of  us  are  founded  upon  a  misconception  of  the  arrange- 
ment :  and  I  trust  that  if  this  letter  should  not  reach  you  in  time,  you 
will  have  received  that  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  24th  July,  before 
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you  will  have  received  that  from  Lord  Castlereagh  of  the  22d,  of  whidi 
I  now  enclose  a  copy,  and  that  you  will  have  delayed  to  obey  the  orders 
which  they  contain  till  you  should  receive  further  instructions. 

But  they  are  not  only  founded  on  a  misconception,  but  recite  an  order 
to  me,  the  knowledge  of  which  would  do  us  more  injury  than  any  thing 
that  could  occur.  The  British  government  give  me  an  order  not  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  Spanish  government  on  an  affair  purely  Spanish.  The 
enemies  of  the  English,  of  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries,  and 
•f  the  measure  of  pbusing  the  command  in  my  liands,  could  not  desire 
any  thing  better ;  they  would  proclaim  this  order  to  the  nation  as  an 
attack  upon  their  independence ;  and  we  know  enough  of  the  Spaniards 
to  be  certain  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  would  not  concur  in 
thinking  that  it  was  not  proper  that  Uieir  government  should  be  liable  to 
such  interference  with  the  execution  of  their  orders.  I  would,  besides, 
observe  upon  this  order  to  me,  that  it  is  quite  out  of  date. 

Gen.  Castanos  and  Gen.  Giron  were  removed  by  an  order,  dated  the 
16th  June.  I  must  have  remonstrated  or  must  have  submitted  long  be- 
fore this  order  of  the  22d  July  could  have  been  written ;  and,  in  fact, 
before  it  was  written,  Gen.  Lacy  had  taken  the  command  in  Galicia ;  and 
Gen.  Freyre  had  arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  4th  army  before  it 
was  received. 

7^  A,Q,  to  Sir  R,  H.  Kmmd^.Commimary  GtmtraL  6th  Aog.  1813. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  21  at  ult  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it,  I 
herewith  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Lieut  Col.  May,  tlie  officer 
of  the  department  attached  to  the  Royal  artillery,  with  a  copy  of  an  order  given  by 
Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  directing  the  issue  of  an  extra  allowance  of  spiriti  to 
the  Rojral  artilleTy  and  troops  employed  in  the  sieee  of  San  Sebastian  dunng  the 
continuance  of  the  bad  weaUier.  The  papers  which  accompanied  your  letter  are 
herewith  returned. 

Vm  J.O.  to  Limt.  Coi.  Doyfy,  Aji,Q,,  1th  dmiaum,  6th  Aug.  1813. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Sec.  of  State's  department  it  appears  that  private  J.  Mac- 
phersoD,  of  the  2d  batt  24th  regt.,  has  been  left  a  considerable  property  in 
Ireland,  of  which  it  is  necessary  he  should  take  possession.  His  Excellency  has 
therefore  been  pleased  to  decide  that  Macpherson  should  without  delav  return  to 
England ;  and  you  will  therefore  direct  the  officer  commanding  the  24th  regt.  to 
send  that  soldier  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible  to  head  quarters,  his  accounts 
being  first  closed  to  the  24th  of  the  present  month,  and  his  balance  paid  so  far  as 
the  ordered  inue  to  the  battalion  admits.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  Macpher- 
son a  note  to  me,  to  avoid  mistakes  or  delay. 

To  the  GoTafBor  of  Yalladolid.  Lenca,  7th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  answer  which  I  have  received  from  the  government  to  the 
application  which  I  forwarded  from  Dofia  Ana  Carasade  O'Farrill,  which 
1  beg  you  will  take  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  her. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  LeMca,  7th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  one  letter  from  your  Excellency  of  Uie 
19th  July,  and  3  of  the  25th,  by  my  ude  de  oamp,  the  Chef  d'Escadron 
Cruquenbourg. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  definition  which 
you  have  taken  the  trouble  of  giving  me  of  the  nature  of  the  responsibility 
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of  the  person  filling  your  oflSce.  I  had  understood  it  otherwise ;  and  that 
the  organs  of  the  government  were  responsible  for  the  expediency  of  all 
their  acts  at  the  moment  of  performing  them,  whether  legal  or  otherwise.* 

It  was  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  removing  Capt.  Gen. 
Castaiios  at  the  moment,  and  of  the  injustice  of  punishing  him  by  that 
removal,  for  a  supposed  offence,  that  I  ventured  to  address  your  Excel- 
lency, and  not  against  the  act  as  being  one  beyond  the  power  of  the 
government.  Neither  did  I  remonstrate  against  the  act  as  being  a  breach 
of  the  engagement  which  the  Regency  had  made  with  me  in  December, 
1812,  and  January,  1813.  That  engagement  does  not  state  one  syllable 
about  the  removal,  by  the  Regency,  of  officers  from  their  situations ;  and 
it  would  have  been  very  improper  for  me  to  endeavor  to  limit  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  government  in  that  respect,  and  highly  inexpedient  for  the 
government  to  consent  to  limit  its  authority. 

Neither  have  I  complained,  as  a  breach  of  an  engagement  made  with 
me,  of  the  refusal  of  the  government  to  comply  with  my  recommendation, 
that  certain  officers  should  be  promoted ;  all  of  them  officers  deservedly 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  army  and  of  the  public,  and  of  the  govern- 
ment themselves ;  all  of  them  employed  in  high  situations,  some  of  them 
in  command  of  armies  to  which  they  have  been  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment and  not  by  me,  and  one  of  them  the  Minister  at  War.  I  had  hoped, 
that  after  such  a  victory  as  was  gained  by  the  allies  on  the  21st  June,  it 
would  have  been  deemed  gracious  on  the  part  of  the  government  to 
promote  certain  officers,  and  I  recommended  those  to  the  government  who 
appeared  to  me,  by  their  services,  to  be  most  deserving.  But  it  belongs 
to  the  Regency  and  not  to  me  to  make  the  promotion ;  and  I  have  re- 
ceived their  decision  with  the  respectful  silence  which  is  due  to  them ; 
nor  should  I  now  notice  ^lis  matter,  only  that  it  forms  the  subject  of  one 
of  the  letters  from  your  Excellency,  to  which  I  am  now  replying ;  and 
that  I  write  to  remove  all  doubt  and  ambiguity  from  my  letter  of  the  2d 
July,  and  from  what  follows  in  this. 

That  of  which  I  complain  is,  that  when  the  Regency  thought  proper  to 
remove  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos  and  Gen.  Giron  from  their  situations,  they 
should  have  selected  Gen.  Freyre  and  Gen.  Lacy  to  fill  them,  contrary  to 
the  engagement  made  with  me,  in  the  letter  from  the  Minister  at  War 
of  January,  1813;  that  they  should  have  appointed  Gen.  Giron  and 
Gen. to  serve  in  the  army  of  Catalonia,  contrary  to  the  same  engage- 
ment ;  that  this  engagement  appears  to  exist  only  that  it  may  be  broken  ; 
and  that  the  Regency  should  now  deny  that  it  ever  intended  to  adhere  to 
the  engagement  made  by  its  predecessors  when  it  authorised  the  late  Minis- 
ter at  War,  Don  J.  de  Carvajal,  to  write  to  me  on  the  28th  March,  1813« 

It  has  always  been  my  wish,  as  your  Excellency  knows,  to  support  the 
existing  authority ;  and  there  are  not  wanting  instances,  since  I  have  held 
the  command  of  the  Spanish  army,  of  my  having  interposed  to  prevent 
officers  in  high  stations  from  assuming  authority  not  belonging  to  them, 
and  from  using  language  in  their  addresses  to  be  laid  before  the  govern- 
ment more  expressive  of  their  irritated  feelings  than  of  their  respect. 
Such  conduct  and  language  is,  in  ordinary  circumstsmces,  quite  inex- 
cusable;   and  the  only  excuse  which  can  be  alleged  for  its  existence^ 
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(which  is  none  for  its  continuance)  is  the  state  in  which  the  government 
and  army  of  Spain  had  heen  for  some  time  past  From  this  state  I  hoped, 
backed  bj  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  government,  and  hj  their 
liberal  adherence  to  the  engagements  which  they  had  made  with  me,, 
that  I  should  have  been  able  to  extricate  the  army;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  I  have  uniformly,  as  in  duty  bound,  in  every  instance  upheld  the 
authority  of  government. 

I  would,  however,  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  government 
would  avoid  this  evil,  if  they  were  to  adhere  to  the  4th  article  of  the  en- 
gagement of  the  1st  Jan.  1813,  which  points  out  the  mode  in  which 
the  reports  and  applications  of  the  army  are  to  reach  the  government,  and 
the  orders  and  decisions  of  the  government  to  reach  the  army.  It  would 
not  be  in  the  power  then  of  any  officer  to  address  them  in  disrespectful, 
doubtful,  or  ambiguous  terms ;  and  if  such  an  address  w^re  to  reach 
them,  he  who  should  forward  it  would  be  responsible  for  its  contents. 

Noi*  does  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  doing  business  can  prevent  the 
government  from  having  the  earliest  knowledge  of  all  that  passes.  I 
believe  that  an  order  has  been  already  given  by  the  government  to  all 
officers  in  command,  to  send  direct  to  the  Minister  at  War  copies  of  all 
reports  made  to  me,  and  of  all  orders  sent  by  me ;  to  which  order,  if  it 
had  passed  through  the  regular  channel,  I  should  not  have  the  slightest 
objection.  By  enforcing  this  order,  government  would  have,  in  an 
authentic  shape,  all  the  information  for  which  they  could  wish,  at  the 
earliest  possible  period  of  time. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  some  astonishment  that  the  Regency,  having 
found  it  so  easy  to  dismiss  Capt.  Gen.  Castanos  from  his  situations  for  no 
assigned  fault,  should  have  felt  any  scruple  about  dismissing  the  Duque 
del  Parque,  he  being  supposed  to  have  written  to  your  Excellency  in  im- 
proper terms. 

It  is  useless  now  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  ask  the  late  Regency  to  enter  into  certain  engagements 
with  me,  previous  to  my  taking  upon  myself  the  command  of  the  Spanish 
army,  to  which  I  had  been  appointed  by  the  Cortes ;  these  reasons  are  to 
be  found  fully  detailed  in  my  addresses  of  the  4th  Dec.  1812,  and  every 
day's  experience  has  convinced  me  of  the  expediency  of  what  I  asked  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  perform  my  duty.  The  existing  government  have 
broken  the  engagements  into  which,  it  appears  by  your  Excellency's 
letter,  they  do  not  consider  they  ever  entered ;  and  it  further  appears  by 
your  Excellency's  letter,  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  that  part  of  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  former  Regency,  which  relates  to  the  com- 
munication between  the  government  and  the  army* 

I  have  above  explained  myself  upon  this  point,  in  a  manner  which  will, 
I  hope,  prove  satisfactory  to  the  Regency.  But  having  before  been 
mistaken  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  Regency,  in  regard  to  the  en-, 
gagements  with  me  as  explained  by  the  late  Minister  at  War,  I  trust  that 
your  Excellency  will  now  be  pleased  to  explain  their  intentions  in  lan- 
guage that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

1  am  sincerely  desirous  of  serving  the  Spanish  nation,  to  which  I  am 
indebted  for  so  much  favor  and  kindness^  in  every  way  that  may  be  in 
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mj  power,  an\l  I  will  continae  to  serve  them  at  the  head  of  the  altied 
British  and  Portuguese  army,  whatever  may  he  the  decision  of  the 
Regency  on  what  is  now  hrought  before  them.  I  shall  be  much  con- 
cerned, for  many  reasons,  into  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter,  if  I 
should  be  obliged  to  relinquish  the  command  of  the  Spstnish  army,  which 
the  Cortes  and  the  late  Regency  had  confided  to  me,  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  of  the  existing  Regency ;  but  if  I  should,  I  can  only  assare 
your  Excellency,  that  I  will  do  it  at  the  period  and  in  the  mode  which 
may  be  most  convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  Regency ;  and  that  I  will 
at  all  times  act  most  cordially  with,  and  assist  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
any  officer  who  may  be  named  to  succeed  me. 

It  must  appear  to  your  Excellency  to  be  very  desirable  to  the  govern- 
ment, for  the  welfiure  of  the  army,  and  to  myself^  to  receive  their  early 
decision  on  the  contents  of  this  letter. 

To  Earl  BatfiunL  I^anca,  Tth  Aaf.  1811 

Upon  reconsidering  what  I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day  regarding  the 
General  Court  Martial  on  Sir  J.  Murray,  I  conceive  that  it  would  be  best 
to  try  him  in  some  of  the  stations  of  the  army  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  all  the  witnesses  can  be  conveniently  assembled.  Justice 
would  not  be  done  if  the  C-ourt  were  composed  of  officers  belonging  to 
that  army;  and  I  cannot  spare  from  this  army  a  sufficient  number  of 
rank.  I  think,  therefore,  it  would  be  best  to  send  these  officers  from 
England  and  Gibraltar.  The  former  might  land  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  proceed  along  the  Ebro :  the  latter  would  proceed  by  sea. 

To  Sari  Bathuist.  LeMea,  7tb  Any.  1811 

I  cannot  better  explain  to  you  what  I  think  regarding  the  orders  to  me, 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Spanish  government  re- 
garding Gen.  Castaiios  and  Gen.  Giron,  than  by  sending  you  the  copy  of 
the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  my  brother  on  the  subject,  in  which  1  have 
urged  him  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  orders  which  he  had  received 
from  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  fact  is,  that  you  were  misled  by  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  29th  June,  in  which  I  told  you  that  those  arrangements 
were  in  direct  violation  of  their  agreements  with  me.  The  removal  of 
Gens.  Giron  and  Castanos  is  not  so ;  the  appointment  of  officers  to  fill 
tliose  stations  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my  recommendation,  is. 
The  Spanish  government  have  behaved  very  ill  in  this,  as  they  have  in 
every  other  transaction ;  but  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  I  don't 
think  it  wise  to  push  them  to  extremities,  or  to  manifest  an  inclination  so 
to  treat  them.  The  Cortes  and  people  of  Cadiz  are,  as  usual,  making  an 
mtrigue  of  this  concern ;  and  1  have,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  act  in 
this  instance,  as  I  have  in  all  others,  on  my  own  grounds,  according  to  my 
own  judgment  of  what  is  most  for  the  public  interests,  and  keeping 
myself  clear  of  the  intrigues  and  cabals  of  others. 

The  only  chance  the  party  against  the  English  influence  and  alliance 
have,  is  to  work  upon  the  prejudices  of  all  Spaniards  against  foreign  in- 
terference in  their  internal  concerns.  The  note  proposed  to  be  presented 
by  my  brother,  would  give  them  a  terrible  instrument  to  work  with ;  and 
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I  am  quite  convinced  that  we  have  not  a  friend  in  Spain  who  would  not  be 
shaken  by  such  a  document.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  will  not 
miu  a  fair  opportunity  that  may  offer  to  give  the  democratical  party  a 
dbake ;  and  so  much  depends  upon  the  state  of  opinion  at  Cadiz  and  in 
the  provinces  at  this  moment,  that  it  is  much  better  to  leave  to  my 
brother  and  me  the  choice  of  the  opportunity  and  means,  than  to  incur  the 
risk  of  instructing  us  from  England. 

ToBarl  BaOnint.  Letaca,  7th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  Col.  Dickson's  report  on  the  state  of  the  ordnance  and  stores 
to  continue  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian :  when  that  expected  in  the  Three 
Sisters  and  Friendship  shall  arrive,  you  will  see  that  we  shall  still  be 
very  deficient  in  ammunition,  and  even  in  ordnance ;  and  the  carriages 
are  not  of  a  kind  to  be  conveniently  used  in  batteries.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  ordnance  equipments  originally  required  will  be  sent  out. 

A  S.  A.  It  le  Due  de  Bern.  Lemca,  ot  8  Aottt,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que  votre  Altesse  Royale  m'a 
fait  Vhonneur  de  m'adresser  le  14  du  mois  passed ;  et  comme  Taffaire  dont 
votre  Altesse  Royale  a  trait<$  a  des  rapports  militaires  et  politiques  d'une 
grande  ^tendue,  non  seulement  avec  ce  qui  se  passe  ici,  mais  aussi  avec 
ce  qui  se  passe  au  nord  de  TEurope,  j'ai  cru  de  mon  devoir  d'en  <k;rire  k 
Lord  Bathurst,  le  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  Sa  Majesty ;  et  je  Tai  pri«$  de 
donner  la  r^ponse  k  votre  Altesse  Royale. 

To  Burl  Batfannt  Leuca,  8th  Aug.  1613. 

I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Due 
de  Bern ;  and  as  the  answer  will  involve  the  discussion  of  some  military 
and  political  questions,  upon  which  you  may  wish  to  know  my  opinion, 
and  upon  which  government  must  determine,  and  as  I  write  with  more 
facility  in  English  than  in  French,  I  think  it  best  to  write  it  to  yoiir 
Lordship,  and  to  refer  the  Due  de  Berri  to  you. 

It  is  a  very  common  error,  among  those  unacquainted  with  military 
affairs,  to  believe  that  there  are  no  limits  to  military  success.  After 
having  driven  the  French  from  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  and  Madrid  to 
the  frontiers  of  France,  it  is  generally  expected  that  we  shall  immediately 
invade  France;  and  some  even  here  expect  that  we  shall  be  at  Paris  in  a 
month.  None  appear  to  have  taken  a  correct  view  of  our  situation  on 
the  frontier,  of  which  the  enemy  still  possess  all  the  strongholds  within 
Spain  itself;  of  which  strongholds,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  we  must  get 
possession  before  the  season  closes,  or  we  shall  have  no  communication 
whatever  with  the  interior  of  Spain.  Then  in  France,  on  the  same  great 
communications,  there  are  other  strongholds,  of  which  we  must  likewise 
get  possession. 

An  army  which  has  made  such  marches,  and  has  fought  such  battles, 
as  that  under  my  command  has,  is  necessarily  much  deteriorated.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  actual  loss  of  numbers  by  death,  wounds,  and  sickness, 
many  men  and  officers  are  out  of  the  ranks  for  various  causes.  The 
equipment  of  the  army,  their  ammunition,  the  soldiers*  shoes,  ftc,  require 
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renewal ;  the  magazines  for  the  new  operations  require  to  be  collected 
and  formed,  and  many  arrangements  to  be  made,  without  which  the  armj 
could  not  exist  a  day,  but  which  are  not  generally  understood  by  those 
who  have  not  had  the  direction  of  such  concerns  in  their  hands.  Then 
observe,  that  tliis  new  operation  is  the  invasion  of  France,  in  which 
country  every  body  is  a  soldier,  where  the  whole  population  is  armed  and 
organised,  under  persons,  not,  as  in  other  countries,  inexperienced  in 
arms,  but  men  who,  in  the  course  of  the  last  25  years,  in  which  France 
has  been  engaged  in  war  with  all  Europe,  must,  the  majority  of  them,  at 
least,  have  served  somewhere. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  I  could  to-morrow  enter  France,  and  establish 
the  army  on  the  Adour,  but  I  could  go  no  farther  certainly.  If  peace 
Bhould  be  made  by  the  Powers  of  the  North,  1  must  necessarily  withdraw 
jnto  Spain,  and  the  retreat,  however  short,  would  be  difficult,  on  account 
of  the  hostility  and  the  warlike  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly 
"  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  military  direction  they  would  receive 
from  the  gentry  their  leaders.  To  this  add,  that  the  difficulty  of  all  thact 
must  be  done  to  set  the  army  to  rights,  after  its  late  severe  battles  and 
victories,  will  be  much  increased  by  its  removal  into  France  at  an  early 
period ;  and  that  it  must  stop  short  in  the  autumn  if  it  now  moves  at  tod 
early  a  period. 

So  far  for  the  immediate  invasion  of  France,  which,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  state  of  the  negotiations  in  the  north  of  Europe,  I  have  deter** 
mined  to  consider  only  in  reference  to  the  convenience  of  my  own  opera- 
tions. 

Tlie  next  point  for  consideration  is  the  proposal  of  the  Due  de  Berri  to 
join  this  army,  taking  the  command  of  the  20,000  men  who  he  says  are 
ready,  organised,  and  even  armed,  in  order  to  act  with  us.  My  opinion 
is,  that  the  interests  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  and  of  all  Europe  are  the 
same,  viz.,  in  some  manner  or  other,  to  get  the  better  and  rid  of  Buona* 
parte. 

Although,  therefore,  the  allies  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  even  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  might  not  be  prepared  to  go  the  length  of  declaring 
that  they  would  not  lay  down  their  arms  till  Buonaparte  should  be  de- 
throned, they  would  be  justified  in  taking  this  assistance  from  the  House 
of  Bourbon,  and  their  French  party  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Buonaparte.  It  might  be  a  question  with  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
whether  they  would  involve  their  partisans  in  France  upon  any  thing 
not  short  of  such  a  declaration,  but  none  with  the  allies  whether  they 
would  receive  such  assistance.  Indeed,  there  would  scarcely  be  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  if  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  real  nature  and  extent  of  Buonaparte's  power.  He  rests  inter- 
nally upon  the  most  extensive  and  expensive  system  of  corruption  that 
was  ever  established  in  any  country,  and  externally  upon  his  military 
power,  which  is  supported  almost  exclusively  by  foreign  contributions. 
If  he  can  be  confined  to  the  limits  of  France  by  any  means,  his  systenft 
must  fall.  He  catmot  bear  the  expense  of  his  internal  government  and 
of  lus  army ;  and  the  reduction  of  either  would  be  &tal  to  him.  Any 
measures,  therefore,  which  should   go  only  to  confine  him  to  France 
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Would  forward,  and  ultimately  attain,  the  objects  of  the  House  of  Bourbon 
and  of  their  partisans* 

If  the  House  of  Bourbon  and  the  allies,  however,  don't  concur  in  this 
reasoning,  we  most  then,  before  the  Due  de  Berri  is  allowed  to  join  the 
tirmji  get  from  the  allies  in  the  north  of  Europe  a  declaration  how  far 
they  will  persevere  in  the  contest  with  a  view  to  dethrone  Buonaparte ; 
and  the  British  government  must  make  up  their  minds  on  the  question, 
and  come  to  an  understanding  upon  it  with  those  of  the  Peninsula. 

To  Col.  ToncDi^  Military  Secretary.  Lesaca,  8th  Aug.  1813. 

I  am  highly  flattered  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  and  Sir  J.  Hope's 
letters,  of  which  you  have  transmitted  me  the  copies.  I  hope  I  deserve 
the  good  opinion  they  appear  to  entertain  of  me ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
fail  at  last.  However,  I  work  as  hard  as  I  can  in  every  way  in  order  to 
succeed. 

I  entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of *s  talents ;  but  he  always 

appeared  to  me  to  want  what  is  better  than  abilities,  viz.,  sound  senses 
There  is  always  some  mistaken  principle  in  what  he  does. 

I  confess  that  I  don't  know  what  to  make  of 's  charges.     Raising 

the  siege  I  don't  care  about;  it  might  have  been  necessary  when  the 
enemy  approached  him;  nor  do  I  care  much  about  his  embarking ;* his 
inittructions  would  warrant  his  doing  «o  if  he  raised  the  siege,  and  did 
not  think  he  could  fight  a  decidedly  successful  action.  But  what  I  can* 
not  bear  is  his  leaving  his  guns  and  stores ;  and  strange  to  say,  not  only 
does  he  not  think  he  was  wrong  in  so  doing,  but  he  writes  of  it  as  being 
rather  meritorious,  and  says  he  did  it  before  at  Biar.  It  appears  that  he 
knew  on  the  Ith  and  8th  that  Suchet  was  approaching  him  on  one  side^ 
and  Maurice  Mathieu  on  the  other. 

I  shall  charge  him  with  having  omitted  then  to  make  arrangements  to 
raise  the  siege  and  to  embark  bis  guns  and  stores.  I  shall  then  charge 
him  with  disobedience  of  his  instructions  in  not  having  gone  to  Valencia 
to  join  the  Duque  del  Parque,  when  he  raised  the  siege  and  embarked. 
If  he  had  raised  the  siege  on  the  Ith  or  8th,  or  rather  had  then  discon* 
tinned  to  disembark  his  guns  and  stores,  and  had  afterwards  embarked  his 
corps  on  the  12th  or  13th,  upon  finding  Suchet  approaching  him,  and 
thinking  the  enemy  too  strong  for  him,  and  had  then  sailed  for  the  coast 
of  Valencia,  he  would  have  obeyed  his  instructions,  and  the  manoeuvre 
would  have  answered ;  that  is  to  say,  he  would  have  gained  the  lines  of 
the  Jucar,  and  probably  more  ground  in  Valencia  without  a  battle.  In- 
stead  of  that,  after  losing  his  guns,  he  stayed  till  the  evening  of  the  Hth ; 
then  Lord  William  embarked  the  army,  which  since  the  12th  had  been 
disembarked  at  the  Coll  de  Balaguer;  and  in  fact  Suchet,  after  having 
obliged  Sir  J.  Murray  to  raise  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  returned  and 
forced  the  Duque  del  Parque  to  abandon  the  Jucar  before  he  could  be 
supported  by  Lord  W.  Bentinck. 

The  best  of  the  story  is,  that  all  parties  ran  away.  Maurice  Mathieu 
ran  away ;  Sir  J.  Murray  ran  away ;  and  so  did  Suchet  He  was  afraid 
to  strike  at  Sir  J.  Murray  without  his  artillery,  and  knew  nothing  of 
^Maurice  Mathieu ;  and  he  returned  into  Valencia  either  to  strike  at  the 
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Duque  del  Parque,  or  to  get  th«  MtisUtice  of  Harbpe,  whom  hm  had 
left  opposed  to  the  Duque  del  Parque.  I  know  that  in  hit  first  prodfr* 
ination  to  his  army  on  their  succetSy  he  knew  ao  little  what  had  paaaed  at 
Tarragona,  that  he  mentioned  the  English  Greneral  haying  raised  the 
siege,  but  not  his  having  left  his  artillerj.  He  could  therefore  have  had 
no  communication  with  the  place  when  he  marched ;  and  he  must  have 
known  of  the  raising  of  the  siege  afterwards  only  by  the  reports  of  the 
country. 

The  A.G.  to  Afqfor  Oeiu  OtwaU,  5tk  dhntion,  8tb  Aug.  181^ 

In  consequence  of  your  representation  of  tiie  0th  Inst  I  have  the  benor  to  ac- 
quaint you  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  been  pleased  to 
direct  that  one  month's  subsistence  shall  be  issued  to  the  59th  rest  firom  the  24th 
May,  and  the  Military  Sec.  has  transmitted  the  authority  for  mat  issue  to  the 
Paymaster  Gen.  I  have  at  the  same  time  to  beg[  you  will  recommend  the  officer 
commanding  the  59th  regt  so  to  economise  this  issue  as  to  render  further  advance 
unnecessary,  till  the  corps  shall  enter  on  the  period  from  which  the  rest  of  the 
army  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  advance. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Beotinck,  K.B.  Lmscs,  9th  Aug.  I8ia 

[  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  dispatches,  Noe.  1 
and  8,  of  the  1st  inst  Your  Lordship  will  observe,  by  mine  of  the  4th, 
that  I  doubted  the  destruction  of  Tarragona.  You  must  be  the  beat 
judge,  and  are  entirely  free  under  your  instructions  to  decide,  whether  to 
attack  Tarragona  or  Tortosa ;  and  I  shall  approve  of  whatever  your 
Lordship  may  determine.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  Suchet  will 
endeavor  to  interrupt  any  operation  of  this  kind  that  you  may  attempt; 
and  you  will  do  well  to  be  prepared  accordingly. 

I  am  astonished  that  the  Duque  del  Parque  should  have  hesitated  about 
obeying  your  Lordship's  directions  to  embark,  as  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  28^  paragraph  of  the  instructions  of  the  14th  April  is  positive  upon 
this  or  any  other  point  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  army. 

I  have  ordered  the  Empecinado  to  march  upon  Alcaniz,  and  have  de- 
sired Gen.  Elio  to  send  him  orders  there. 

I  have  no  desire  that  your  Lordship  should  send  me  the  account  of  the 
flour  delivered  to  the  Spanish  troops  until  you  should  consider  the  reco- 
very of  it  hopeless. 

I  entirely  approve  of  your  Lordship's  communicating  with  His  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  Cadiz  upon  any  subject  that  you  may  think  fit  to 
bring  under  his  consideration. 

I  would  observe  to  you,  however,  that  no  British  authority  has  any 
thing  to  say  to  the  interior  details  of  the  Spanish  army,  excepting  to  as- 
sist, by  every  means  in  their  power,  the  Spanish  Generals  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  arduous  duties. 

I  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  private  letter  of  this  date  for  my  observa* 
tions  on  the  contento  of  your  letter  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Loid  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  LeoMsa,  Mh  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  23d  and  25th  July  and  Isi 
Aug. ;  and  as  in  general  the  reply  requires  little  but  explanation,  I  reply 
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to  nearly  all  the  points  they  contain  in  a  private  form.  It  is  unlucky 
that  Sir  J.  Murray  did  not  leave  you  his  correspondence  with  me^  as, 
having  already  gone  into  all  these  subjects  with  him,  we  should  bodi  have 
been  saved  a  good  deal  of  trouble. 

I  don't  know  where  Gen.  Roche  found  an  agreement  from  the  British 
government  to  pay  and  clothe  7000  n^en  under  his  command;  and,  in 
order  to  let  your  Lordship  know  how  this  matter  stands,  I  must  enter 
into  the  history  of  Gen.  Roche's  divinon.  Two  or  three  years  ago  Gen. 
Roche  and  Gen.  Whittingham  were  employed  to  raise  and  train  a  certain 
number  of  battalions  and  squadrons  by  the  Spanish  government;  and  my 
brother  promised  that  those  troops  should  be  clothed,  and  that  he  would 
assist  them  with  money.  Gen.  Whittingham's  division  or  legion  was  to 
be  at  Majorca,  and  Gen.  Roche's  at  Alicante,  and  to  form  part  of  the  Sd, 
as  it  was  then  called,  now  the  2d  army.  When  the  troops  were  expected 
from  Sicily  last  year,  I  got  my  brother  to  prevail  upon  the  Spanish 
government  to  allow  these  two  divisions  to  serve  with  them  under  your 
command ;  Gen.  Roche's  division,  however,  still  belonging  to,  though 
detached  from,  the  2d  army. 

I  believe  that  no  regular  subsidy  was  given  to  Spain  till  the  year  1812, 
when  a  million  was  given,  and  clothing  for  100,000  men ;  and  I  then  in- 
sisted upon  it  that  those  troops  should  be  paid  out  of  the  subsidy,  in  the 
first  instance,  who  were  serving  with  detachments  of  the  British  army, 
and  under  the  command  of  British  officers.  The  agreement,  then,  as  it 
is  called,  if  there  be  any,  is  an  arrangement  of  mine  for  securing  out  of 
the  subsidy  the  pay  of  those  troops  serving  under  your  Lordship's  com- 
mand. As  for  the  clothing,  these  same  divisions  get  their  proportion  of 
the  100,000  suits  of  clothing. 

Now  for  Gen.  Roche's  7000  men.  When  1  was  at  Cadiz  last  winter  I 
settled  with  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  among  other  things,  the  distribution  of  the 
subsidy :  and  I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  Gen.  Roche  re- 
garding his  division.  You  will  observe  that  the  troops  to  be  paid  were 
to  be  in  the  field,  serving  with  the  army  under  your  Lordship's  com- 
mand, and  the  dep6t  was  to  be  1000  only.  When  Gen.  Roche  goes  to 
collect  disperses^  it  becomes  a  question,  whether  to  pay  these  dUpertot 
till  they  are  fit  for  service  is  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  subsidy 
for  the  general  cause.  I  certainly  think  it  is  not;  and  I  shall  not  allow 
any  pay  in  future  for  a  division  under  Gen.  Roche,  as  he  has  no  such 
division  serving  in  the  field. 

Generally  speaking,  my  dear  Lord,  it  is  very  desirable,  and  it  will  save 
us  both  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  if  you  will  keep  yourself  clear  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  Spanish  service.  The  Spaniards  will  not  allow  either  of  us 
to  interfere  much  in  their  concerns,  and  will  adopt  but  unwillingly  any 
suggestions  which  we  may  make  for  their  improvement.  It  is  besides 
probable  that,  with  the  best  intentions^  you  and  I  may  not  take  the  same 
view  of  a  subject,  and  we  shall  only  create  confusion  by  working  both  at 
the  same  point.  You  will  observe  also  that,  by  the  instructions  of  the  14th 
April,  under  which  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  armies  are  placed  under  your  com- 
mand, the  detail  of  the  service  in  each  of  those  armies  is  reserved  to  the 
Commanding  officer.     This  was  done,  not  to  prevent  suggestions  of  im- 
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provement,  but  that  source  of  jealousy  which  la  always  to  be  found  in 
discussions  on  matters  of  detail. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  differ  from  your  Lordship  on  many  points  in  your 
letter  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley  of  the  1st  Aug.,  who,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  can  do  nothing  on  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates. 

Ist;  I  and  all  the  Spanish  General  officers  conceive  that  the  Captains 
General  of  the  provinces  have  not  power  sufficient  to  realise  the  resources 
of  the  country  for  the  armies.  This  is  one  of  the  points  which  the 
jealousy  of  the  democracy  at  Cadiz  of  the  military  power  prevented  me 
from  carrying  to  the  extent  I  wished  last  winter;  and,  as  I  am  still  press- 
ing it,  and  that,  in  fact,  till  the  powers  of  the  Captains  General  are  in- 
creased, there  exists  no  authority  whatever  in  the  country,  it  would  be 
an  awkward  circumstance  if  it  were  discovered  that  you  thought  the 
powers  of  the  Captains  General  ample  for  all  the  purposes  required.  I 
have  not  time  now,  find  I  have  too  much  to  write  to  you  about,  to  enter 
into  this  subject;  but  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  don't  form  these 
opinions  lightly,  and  that  there  is  not  an  officer  conmianding  an  army,  or 
a  Staff  officer,  or  any  other  person  acquainted  with  the  subject,  who  does 
not  concur  with  me. 

2dly ;  In  regard  to  the  division  of  the  Spanish  forces  into  armies,  I 
concur  with  you,  as  you  are  aware,  on  the  principle ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
I  have  always  thought  the  2d  and  3d  armies  ought  to  be  one  only ;  but  I 
entertain  great  doubts  respecting  the  expediency  of  now  joining  them 
into  one.  If  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  armies  are  to  be  joined  into  one,  who  is 
to  command  them  ?  I  know  of  no  officer  capable  of  taking  such  a  com- 
mand. If  such  a  one  could  be  found,  then  comes  another  question : 
would  he,  or  would  the  country  or  the  government,  sulnnit  to  have  this 
large  army  placed,  not  under  your  command,  but  under  the  command  of 
the  six  officers  who  have  commanded  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps  since  that 
corps  has  been  in  Spain  ?  Would  the  British  government  or  the  army 
like  to  see  that  corps  under  the  command  of  any  Spanish  General  that 
has  appeared  in  the  last  1 50  years  ?  In  great  arrangements,  and  to  do 
great  good,  we  must  submit  to  trifling  inconveniences,  particularly  having 
the  Spanish  people  as  our  instruments. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  you  that  whatever  good  might  result  from 
the  junction  of  the  three  armies  into  one,  greater  &cility  in  supplying 
them  would  not  be  found  from  it  than  would  result  from  measures  very 
simple  to  be  adopted  for  the  supply  of  the  three  armies,  separated  as  they 
now  are.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  very  little  will  be  brought  to 
the  armies  from  any  distance  under  any  arrangement.  The  Spaniards 
have  no  money  to  pay  for  means  of  transport ;  and  if  they  had  money, 
very  little  would  be  procured.  They  must  exist  therefore  upon  the  seat 
of  the  war  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  upon  such  magazines  as,  with  your 
assistance  and  Mr.  Tupper's,  can  be  formed  for  them  on  the  neighbouring 
sea  coast. 

If  these  three  armies  were  formed  into  one,  consisting,  we  will  suppose^ 
of  ten  divisions,  the  arrangement  to  be  made  would  be  to  direct  that  each 
division  should  draw  from  a  particular  district  of  country ;  for  as  to  form- 
ing a  magazine  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  of  all  Uie  supplies  it  cm 
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afford,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  it  is  impracticable.  Why  should 
not  the  same  arrangement  and  division  and  allotment  of  districts  be  mode 
between  the  four  armies  (including  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps),  which 
would  be  made  if  the  three  armies  were  formed  into  one,  among  the 
several  divisions  of  which  it  is  composed  ? 

The  army  under  my  command  consists  of,  1st,  British ;  2d,  Portuguese 
in  British  divisions,  fed  by  the  British  Commissariat ;  3d,  Portuguese  not 
in  British  divisions,  fed  by  the  Portuguese  Commissariat ;  4th,  Galician, 
or  4th  army ;  5th,  that  part  of  the  4th  army,  heretofore  the  Ith,  under 
Gen.  Mendizabal ;  6th,  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia ;  Ith,  Don  Car- 
los de  Espana's  division  of  the  4th  army,  serving  in  the  centre;  8th, Gen. 
Morillo*s  division  of  the  4th  army,  serving  on  the  right;  9th,  Mina's 
troops.  All  these  troops  draw  from  the  country,  some  for  payment,  others 
without ;  and  the  different  districts  and  villages  are  allotted  to  them,  from 
which  they  are  to  draw  their  supplies.  Why  should  not  the  same  be 
done  with  the  army  on  the  eastern  coast  ?  The  system  is  not  perfect ; 
but  what  is  perfect  with  such  instruments,  and  such  defective  means  ? 
It  would  be  much  more  easy  and  convenient  for  me,  and  for  the  British 
army,  to  join  all  the  Spaniards  into  one  corps,  all  the  British  into  another, 
and  all  the  Portuguese  into  a  third.  That  would  be  the  most  simple 
arrangement.  But  some  fine  morning  I  should  find  both  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese  surprised  and  defeated,  and  the  British  would  cut  but  a  poor 
figure  alone.  I  must  therefore  submit  to  the  inconvenience  and  defects 
of  a  system  bad  in  some  points,  and  excessively  inconvenient  in  all,  in 
order  to  produce  a  great  good ;  and  upon  the  same  ground,  often  as  I 
have  reflected  upon  altering  the  organisation  of  at  least  the  2d  and  3d 
armies,  I  have  upon  the  whole  thought  it  best  to  leave  them  as  they  are. 

The  system  of  allotting  the  revenues  of  certain  provinces  to  the  sup- 
port of  certain  armies,  is,  as  you  observe,  founded  upon  the  state  in  which 
they  were  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  campaign.  It 
was  founded  principally,  but  not  solely,  upon  that  state.  It  afforded  like- 
wise the  only  chance  of  getting  any  thing  for  the  armies.  Very  little 
has  been  got ;  and  I  assure  you  still  less  would  find  its  way  into  the  mili- 
tary chests  if  the  system  were  altered.  This  point  is  referable  to  the 
state  of  politics,  manners,  and  public  principle  at  Cadiz,  and  in  Spain  in 
general,  which  it  is  evident  would  require  a  longer  discussion  than  I  have 
leisure  to  write  at  present.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  however,  that  I  am 
not  unaware  of  the  inconvenience  and  evils  of  the  existing  system ;  and 
that  I  allow  it  to  continue,  for  I  could  alter  it  by  a  stroke  of  my  pen, 
only  because  I  am  quite  certain  that,  bad  as  it  is,  it  is  the  only  one  under 
which  the  army  could  get  any  thing. 

I  enclose  the  letter  and  its  enclosures  to  Gen.  Murray  on  the  charges 
against  Gen.  Roche.  Lord  Bathurst  never  told  me  who  made  those 
charges ;  but  he  must  be  a  shabby  fellow,  as,  after  making  them,  he  de- 
sired that  his  name  might  be  kept  secret 

I  will  address  you  officially  upon  other  points.  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
my  dispotcb  upon  our  last  operations.  There  is  nothing  new.  I  con* 
•elude  that  you  know  that  the  armistice  is  renewed ;  the  French  say  to  the 
mi-AoiH.    It  appears  from  accountt  from  England,  to  the  10th  Aug. 
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To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  Bart.  LeAca,  9th  Aug.  ISl^ 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  government,  from  which  jou  will  see  diat 
it  has  been  determined  to  bring  jour  conduct  under  invettigation.  I 
thought  this  was  likely,  and  that  the  best  mode  of  avoiding  it,  which  is 
always  desirable,  was  to  call  for  your  narrative,  which  I  received  yes* 
terday,  and  I  wrote  that  I  would  give  no  opinion  on  the  subject  till  I 
should  receive  further  information.  My  letter  went  home  by  Capt. 
Carroll,  who  left  us  on  the  4th  or  5tfa  July,  and  had  not  arrived  in 
England,  I  believe,  when  government  determined,  on  Adm.  Hallowell's 
letter,  to  bring  you  before  a  Court  Martial. 

I  understand  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  Gibraltar  that  you  should  go 
to  Cadiz,  in  order  that  I  might  direct  the  assembly  of  the  Court  Martial 
upon  you.  It  might  not  be  pleasant  to  you  to  be  there,  and  I  recommend 
to  you,  therefore,  rather  to  go  to  Valencia.  You  must  be  tried  on  the 
east  coast,  and  I  have  written  to  beg  that  officers  may  be  sent  fipm 
England  for  the  purpose,  as  I  cannot  spare  any  from  hence ;  and  in  the 
Anglo-Sicilian  corps  you  might  encounter  prejudice,  which  you  could 
not  easily  remove. 

To  the  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Lenca,  9th  Aug.  IftlS. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult,  with  the  enclosed  extract  of 
a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Whittingham,  regarding  the  rate  of  pay  which 
is  to  be  given  to  Capt.  Foley  for  performing  the  duty  of  Paymaster  to 
the  division  under  his  command ;  and  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  think 
he  ought  to  receive  the  sum  of  lOs.  per  diem  during  the  period  of  his 
filling  that  situation,  including  the  expense  of  clerks  and  stationery. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Lenca,  9(b  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  not  had  a  great  deal  of  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  since  the  last  battles ;  but  we  pulled  up  on  the  frontiers  of  France, 
and  they  are  getting  into  good  order  again.  As  we  are  getting  many 
men  out  of  hospital,  I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  have  in  the  ranks  withm 
2000  or  3000  men  of  the  number  we  had  before  the  late  battles.  But 
our  soldiers  are  terrible  fellows  for  every  thing  but  fighting  with  their 
regiments.  What  do  you  think  of  10  or  80  of  them  having  wandered 
from  their  regiments  during  the  late  operations,  and  having  surrendered 
themselves  to  some  of  the  French  peasantry  who  accompanied  the  French 
army,  and  whom  they  ought,  and  would  at  other  times,  have  eaten  up  ? 
The  foreign  troops  desert  terribly :  150  men  deserted  from  the  Chasseurs 
Britanniques  in  one  night,  at  Legasa. 

Our  having  so  much  money  has  enabled  me  to  adopt  a  plan  for  paying 
every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  a  day's  pay  every  day,  which 
will,  I  think,  produce  a  great  reform  in  their  conduct.  Many  of  their 
outrages  are  certainly  to  be  attributed  to  want  of  money. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done,  my  dear  Lord,  about  a  naval  force  for  us, 
which  is  really  necessary. 

Tht  A,Q.  to  Mqfor  Oen,  Otwatd,  5/A  diviwm,  9th  Aug.  181S. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst  covering  an  application  submitted  by 
Pa3niiAster  — — ,  of  the  —  vegt,  for  two  mcurthi'  leave  of  absence  to  Ei^Uod  oa 
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account  of  fitmily  calamity,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  his  Excellency  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  decline  granting  the  indulgence  reauested  bv  Mr. ,  as  leading  to  em- 
barrassment in  regimental  accounts ;  but  1  am  farther  to  observe  that  should  Mr. 
consider  himself  bound  to  make  further  exertions  to  obtain  leave,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  has  no  kind  of  objection  to  that  officer  addressing  direct 
the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Sec  at  War  on  that  subject. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  10th  Aug.  1813,  11  Ji,u, 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  9th.  I  have  sent  orders  to  the  General 
officers  commanding  the  several  Spanish  corps  regarding  the  ammunition, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  tell  CoL 
Dickson  that  I  beg  he  will  give  none  for  which  the  requisition  is  not 
authorised  by  yourself,  by  Sir  R.  Hill,  or  by  me. 

I  have  spoken  to  Sir  K  Kennedy  regarding  Sir  G.  Collier's  complaint 
of  the  Spanish  armed  vessels,  which  complaint,  I  observe,  refers  to  the 
old  story  of  the  American  vessel  driven  into  the  Bidasoa,  which  it  appears 
that  Giron  has  contrived  to  get  off  to  the  westward.  I  have  no  command, 
nor  has  anybody  else,  that  I  know  of,  over  the  Spanish  navy,  excepting 
the  Captain  of  the  port  at  Pasages,  whom  I  have  requested  to  attend  to 
Sir  G.  Collier's  requisitions  in  every  thing. 

I  hope  that  our  navy  will  have  a  sufficient  force  of  their  own  without 
the  Spaniards.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  indeed  to  be  able  to  inter* 
rupt  the  cabotage  along  the  coast  from  Bordeaux  to  Bayonne ;  but  we 
must  first  secure  our  own. 

To  what  lines  do  you  refer  as  wanting  guns  for  them  ? 

P.S.  There  is  notiiing  new  whatever. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Lesaca,  lOth  Aug.  1813. 

If  the  Due  de  Dalmatie  desires  it,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  make  an 
exchange  with  him  of  English,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  officers  and 
soldiers  recently  taken,  against  French  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  same 
situation ;  but  I  must  have  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  proposed  to 
be  exchanged  by  the  French  Commander  in  Chief,  and  a  return  of  the 
men  of  the  several  nations,  specifying  to  what  regiments  they  belong. 

To  Lieot  Gen.  Macleod,  R.A.  Lesaca,  lOth  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17  tb  July,  and  you  do  me  justice  in 
believing  that  I  should  be  happy  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  have 
every  mark  of  respect  paid  to  the  memory  of  your  deceased  son ;  but  I 
have  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec.  of  State,  acquainting  me  with 

G.  O.  Lesaca.  10«h  Aug.  ISIS. 

1.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  desirsd  the  Commissary  Gen.  to  direct  the 
Committsries  with  the  several  brigades  of  iniantry  and  regiments  of  cavalnr  to  make  issues 
of  bcead,  in  the  manner  usual  in  all  armies,  for  3  days  at  a  time.  It  will  be  necessary, 
howerer,  that  the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments,  and  of  companies,  should  particularly 
attend  to  their  men  on  this  subject,  and  should  inspect  the  bread  twice  a  day,  and  see  thi^ 
the  soldiers  do  not  consume  in  one  day  what  is  given  them  to  last  3.  The  Commander  of 
the  Forces  requests  the  Geoeial  officers  commanding  divisions  and  brigades  to  give  orders 
on  this  subject 

3.  The  state  of  the  ammunition  of  the  soldiers  likewise  requires  the  constant  attention  ot 
^  officers,  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  begs  that  the  G.  O.  on  this  subject  may 
be  particularly  attended  to. 
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the  rules  under  which  application  was  to  be  made  to  Parliament  for  mo- 
numents to  commemorate  those  oflScers  who  should  fall  in  tlie  service  of 
the  country,  and  I  am  concerned  to  tell  you  that  his  case  does  not  come 
within  the  rule  as  it  has  been  stated  to  me. 

The  brigade,  of  which  the  43d  regt.  formed  a  part,  was  not  under 
his  command  when  he  went  into  the  action  in  which  he  lost  his  life,  and 
without  a  further  extension  of  the  rule,  the  subject  cannot  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament  by  the  Regent's  ministers. 

To  CoL  Bloomfield  *  Lecaca,  10th  Aug.  1813. 

I  send  by  Capt.  Blanckley  a  sword  of  very  curious  workmanship,  which 
belonged  to  King  Joseph,  and  was  taken  by  a  Spanish  officer  in  the  battle 
of  Vitoria,  and  he  has  since  given  it  to  me ;  probably  His  Royal  Highness 
may  deem  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  his  armoury,  and  I  shall  be  vciy 
much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  lay  it  at  his  feet,  with  my  most  dutiful 
respects. 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  Bloomfield,  G.C.B. 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Geu.  Sir  T.  Picton,  K.B^  commandbg  the  trooi»  in  the  Talleyt  of  Mays 

and  Baztan.  Lnaoa.  loth  Aug.  isis. 

It  if  the  intention  of  the  G>mn)ander  of  the  Forces  that  the  whole  of  the  arrangementi 
which  more  immediately  concern  tlie  defence  of  the  valley  of  Bastan  should  be  for  the  pre* 
•ent  under  your  superintendence.  The  troops  allotted  for  that  part  of  the  general  positioa 
of  the  army  are  the  6th  and  3d  divisions ;  and  there  is  a  squadron  of  light  dragoons  in  the 
vicinity  of  Elixondo,  the  object  of  which  is,  to  furnish  the  necessary  letter  parties  and  means 
of  communication  to  the  right  and  left,  and  to  the  rear  by  Almandos  and  Lani. 

Lord  Wellington  has  directed  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  6th  division  shall  occupy 
the  Puerto  de  Maya,  and  the  posts  immediately  connected  with  it,  and  that  the  3d  division 
shall  be  placed  in  reserve  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ariscun,  from  whence  it  can  give  sup- 
port to  the  6th  division  by  the  valley  of  Maya,  and  also  guard  the  passes  which  commuuir 
cate  by  Erracu  with  the  valley  of  Baigorry. 

One  brigade  to  be  upon  the  heights  (where  the  B2d  regt  was  formerly  encamped)  near 
the  road  which  leads  along  the  hills,  from  the  left  of  the  Puerto  de  Maya  to  Eliaoodo.  This 
brigade  will  be  able  to  give  support  to  tlie  left  of  the  6th  division,  and  also  to  secure  for  it 
the  line  of  retreat  upon  Elison<U>  b^  the  road  above  mentioned,  in  case  circumstances  should 
render  it  neceasarv  for  the  6th  division  to  retire  that  way. 

Sir  R.  Hill  will  have  apprised  you  of  the  situation  of  that  part  of  the  force  under  his 
orders,  which  is  immediately  upon  your  right,  and  which  is  ordered  to  secure  all  the  passes 
on  that  side  into  the  valley  of  Bastan,  which  lie  more  to  the  rear  than  the  passes  between 
Errasn  and  Baigorry.  It  will  be  expedient  that  you  ^ould  establish  the  most  direct  aud 
secure  communications  with  these  troops. 

The  7th  division  is  on  your  left,  between  die  Puerto  de  Maya  and  the  Puerto  de  Kchalar. 

Copy  of  a  memorandum  respecting  the  connexion  of  the  outposts  of  that  division  with 
those  of  the  troops  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya,  and  also  respecting  the  direct  line  of  communi- 
cation with  Echalar,  is  enclosed  for  yuur  information. 

Lieut  Potts  of  the  Royal  engineers  has  been  directed  to  report  himself  to  you,  and  to 
give  such  assistance  as  you  may  desire  towards  strengthening  the  positions  for  the  defence  of 
the  valleys  of  Maya  and  Bastan. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  it  is  not  Lord  Wellington's  intention 
that  any  neimanent  or  very  considerable  works  should  be  undertaken  for  the  present,  Imt 
•uch  merely  as  will  give  an  advantageous'  cover  to  our  troops  against  the  enemy's  musketry, 
and  enable  them  to  maintain  themselves  more  obstinately  on  the  principal  points  of  their 
.positions,  and  those  most  exposed  to  be  attacked.    ' 

I  beg  leave  to  turn  your  attention  particularly  to  the  impwfance,  in  (be  preeent  situation 
of  the  army,  of  the  most  prompt  commutiication  of  intelligence;  and  I  request  that  von 
will  be  so  good  as  have  that  part  of  the  enemy's  force  which  is  to  be  seen  from  the  positiona 
near  the  Puerto  de  Maya  very  cloeely  observed,  and  cause  a  report  to  be  made  to  bead 
quarters  of  every  alteration  that  takes  place,  either  in  the  enemy  s  numbers,  or  in  the  situa- 
tion of  any  part  of  his  troops. 

Lord  Wellington  considers  it  essential  that  tlie  division  which  occupies  the  Puerto  iW 
Maya  should  have  a  piquet  in  the  village  of  Urdax. 
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To  the  Adjutant  Qeoeral  of  the  Forcet.  Letaca,  10th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  )  3th  July,  and  in 
reply  I  heg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  he  conve- 
nient to  have  the  clothing  for  the  army  in  the  Peninsula  sent  to  Falmouth 
or  Plymouth,  according  as  there  may  he  found  store  room  at  the  former 
for  the  depots  about  to  be  formed  there  for  this  army ;  and  when  the 
clothing  is  required,  I  will  send  vessels  to  convey  it  to  the  port  where  it 
may  appear  to  me  to  be  most  convenient  to  receive  it. 

To  Barl  Bathunt.  Leaaca,  lOtfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Minister  at  War  of  the  Spanish  Regency,  in 
which  he  has  informed  me  that  the  Cortes  have  been  pleased  to  confer 
upon  me  the  Royal  possession  in  Granada  called  El  Soto  de  Roma,  to  be 
held  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Spain ;  and  I  beg  your 
Lordship  to  lay  this  letter  before  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  and  to 
request  his  permission  for  me  to  accept  this  gift  from  the  Cortes.*  In 
case  His  Royal  Highness  should  consent  to  my  acceptance  of  this  posses- 
sion, it  is  my  intention  to  pay  the  rent  of  it  into  the  Spanish  treasury  during 
the  continuance  of  the  contest  for  the  independence  of  the  country. 

To  Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lenca,  11th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  vessels  which  have  come  from  Lisbon  should 
return  thither  when  they  have  discharged  dieir  cargoes.  I  will  speak  to 
the  Commissary  Gen.  respecting  the  arrangements  to  be  made  to  get  from 
Bilbao  or  Santander  the  provision  store  ships  in  proportion  as  they  will 
be  wanted,  and  I  will  bear  in  mind  your  opinion  of  the  preference  to  be 
given  to  Santander  over  Bilbao,  as  a  rendezvous  for  our  shipping,  after 
the  end  of  this  month. 

I  never  heard  of  any  artillerymen  in  the  Freya;  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, it  is  desirable  that  all  troops,  artillery,  and  ordnance  stores  should 
be  brought  on  to  Pasages. 

As  soon  as  the  transports  with  the  in£uitry  shall  arrive  from  England 
at  Pasages,  I  beg : 

1st;  That  those  for  500  or  600  men  may  be  allotted  to  carry  to  Eng- 
land that  number  of  French  prisoners  from  Pasages,  who  have  been  sent 
thither. 

2d ;  That  the  horse  ships  which  will  carry  the  horses  to  Bilbao  may  be 
sent  back  to  England  without  loss  of  time. 

3d ;  That  infantry  transports  for  2800  men  may  be  sent  to  Bilbao,  to 
take  to  England  that  number  of  prisoners  sent  there. 

4th;  That  a  good  infantry  transport  for  200  men  may  be  sent  to 
Bilbao,  to  take  to  England  that  number  of  invalids  of  the  British  army 
sent  there,  being  generally  men  whose  limbs  have  been  amputated,  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Vitoria. 

The  transports  which  will  go  from  Pasages  to  Bilbao  may  carry  any 
sick  or  wounded  soldiers  there  may  be  at  Pasages,  upon  which  subject 
I  request  you  to  communicate  with  Major  Gen.  Ix>rd  Aylmer.  All  the 
*  Stv  Apijcnilix,  No,  XII. 
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infantry  transports  which  come  out  from  England,  not  to  be  emplojed  as 
above  pointed  out,  should  be  sent  back  without  loss  of  time. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  SecxeCary.  Lesaca,  llth  Aug.  1813. 

Some  days  previous  to  the  death  of  Lieut  Col.  Ridewood,  of  the  45th 
regt.,  who  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Vitoria,  he 
signed  his  resignation,  which  I  understand  has  been  transmitted  by  his 
widow  to  the  office  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Although  I  believe  it  is  not  usual  for  His  Royal  Highness  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  officers  on  their  death  bed,  and  moreover  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  did  not  purchase  his  commissions,  I  am  induced,  from  the 
very  favorable  opinion  which  I  entertained  of  his  services  and  merits  as 
an  officer,  and  from  the  knowledge  that  his  family  have  been  left  but 
scanty  means  of  support,  to  recommend  the  question  to  the  Commander 
in  Chiefs  kind  attention,  and  to  express  a  hope  that,  at  all  events,  his 
widow  may  receive  a  liberal  provision. 

In  case,  however.  His  Royal  Highness  should  not  think  proper  to  allow 
Lieut.  Col.  Ridewood's  commission  to  be  disposed  of,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  recommend  Brevet  Lieut  Col.  Craufurd,  of  the  9th 
regt.,  as  an  officer  well  qualified  to  succeed  him  in  the  45th  regt  He 
has  been  many  years  in  the  service,  has  frequently  commanded  the  9th 
regt  on  important  occasions,  and  has  always  distinguished  himself. 

I  beg  to  mention  that and  ■         ^  the  seniors  of  their 

rank  in  the  45th  regt,  are  not  in  this  country,  and  that  the  latter  hai 
hardly  ever  been  in  a  state  of  health  to  admit  of  his  doing  duty  with  the 
army  in  the  field. 

To  Earl  Bathurrt.  Lenca,  llth  Ang.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  last  morning  state,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  the 
diminution  since  July  16th  is  less  than  6000  men.  From  what  I  learn, 
however,  of  the  state  of  the  convalescent  depots,  I  believe  that  in  the 
course  of  this  week  we  shall  get  up  to  their  regiments  about  2000  Porta- 
guese,  and  about  1500  British,  not  including  the  men  lately  sent  from 
.  England,  who  have  already  begun  to  join.  None  of  them  are,  however, 
yet  carried  to  account  on  the  strength. 

When  the  Duke  of  York  and  government  have  decided  on  a  measure, 
I  don't  wish  to  propose  it  again ;  but  I  wish  that,  if  it  were  possible,  his 
decision  respecting  the  provisional  battalions  were  re-considered.  I  assure 
you  that  some  of  the  best  battalions  of  the  army  are  the  provisional  bat- 
talions. I  have  lately  seen  two  of  them  engaged,  viz.,  that  formed  of  the 
2d  batts.  of  the  24th  and  58th  regts.,  and  that  formed  of  the  Queen's 
and  2d  batt  53d  regt :  it  is  impossible  for  any  troops  to  behave  better. 

The  same  arrangement  could  now  be  applied  with  great  advantage  to 
the  51st  and  68th  regts.,  and  both  the  regiments  and  Lord  Dalhousie 
have  applied  for  it.  It  might  also  be  applied  to  others.  It  is  certainlj 
more  easy  and  simple  to  send  the  regiments  home ;  but  you  will  observe 
that  we  lose  so  many  trained  British  soldiers,  which,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  very  desirable  to  retain. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Lordship  that  the  llth  regt.  might  be 
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sent  from  Lisbon  to  Gibraltar,  to  relieve  tbe  Slth ;  and  that  the  29th 
regt.  might  likewise  be  brought  to  join  the  arm;,  probably  to  be  in  the 
garrison  of  San  Sebastian. 

As  the  provisional  battalion,  consisting  of  the  2d  batt.  30th  and  2d  batt 
44th,  was  sent  home  when  the  2d  batt.  59th  regt.  joined,  I  believe  your 

protegiy  Lieut. ,  of  the  44th,  is  not  with  the  army ;  but  I  will  inquire 

about  him. 

P.S.  I  enclose  the  list  of  the  General  officers  whose  names  have  been 
tmiitted  in  the  vote  of  thanks  recently  passed  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
CoBUDona* 

To  Earl  Bathont  Letaca,  11th  Aug.  1818. 

No  particular  change  has  taken  place  in  the  position  of  either  of  the 
contending  armies  on  this  frontier  since  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship  on  the 
4th  inst. 

I  deemed  it  expedient  that  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill  should  be  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  army ;  and  I  therefore  moved  the  troops,  which  had 
been  till  now  under  his  orders,  to  Roncesvalles  and  Les  Alduides,  and 
have  brought  the  3d  and  6th  divisions  into  the  valley  of  Baztan. 

I  have  likewise  moved  the  army  of  reserve  of  Andalusia,  under  the 
Conde  de  la  Bisbal,  to  the  heights  of  Echalar,  bringing  the  4th  division 
of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army  in  reserve  to  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  operations  of  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian  are  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  ordnance  and  ammunition  expected  from  England. 

The  various  battles,  which  had  been  fought  between  the  25th  of  last 
month  and  the  2d  inst  had  nearly  consumed  the  musket  ammunition  in 
reserve  with  the  several  divisions  of  the  army,  and  some  days  elapsed 
after  the  enemy  were  driven  across  the  frontier  before  these  could  be 
completed ;  and  then,  upon  a  general  review  of  our  situation,  and  ad- 
verting to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  North  of  Europe,  where  I  knew  that 
the  armistice  had  been  renewed  till  the  middle  of  August,  mi-Aoiky  ac* 
cording  to  the  French  accounts,  with  a  view  to  negotiations  for  peace,  I 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  attack  the  enemy  again  with  the  object  of 
establishing  the  allied  army  within  the  French  frontier. 

Our  right  would  still  have  been  vulnerable  by  the  possession  which  the 
enemy  would  have  held  of  the  fort  of  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port ;  and  although 
w;e  should  have  enjoyed  advantages  in  consequence  of  the  improved  com- 
munication between  one  part  of  our4ine  and  the  other,  we  should  have 
suffered  some  disadvantages  in  a  more  advanced  position  within  the 
enemy's  frontier,  in  the  various  arrangements  to  be  adopted  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  our  magazines,  for  the  possession  of  the  Spanish  fortresses, 
and  for  the  junction  of  the  reinforcements  and  recovered  men  expected. 
To  these  considerations  must  be  added,  that  the  advantages,  whatever 
they  might  be,  which  should  result  from  our  establishment  within  tlie 
French  frontier,  were  to  be  purchased  at  the  cost  of  fresh  losses  in  an 
action  to  be  fought  to  obtain  tiiem  against  increased  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  whom  it  must  be  expected  we  shall  find  in  arms  whenever  w« 
shall  enter  France ;  and  that,  in  case  either  the  pacification  of  the  North 
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of  Europe,  or  any  misfortune  to  the  anniei  on  the  Eastern  coast,  or  the 
manoBuvres  of  the  enemy  in  my  front  towards  our  own  right,  should  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  repass  the  frontier,  the  operation  would  become  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  and  dangerous. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  enemy's  forti- 
fied post  at  Zaragoza  surrendered  by  capitulation  to  Gen.  Mina  on  the 
30th  ult  He  has  taken  there  above  500  prisoners,  47  pieces  of  cannon, 
a  vast  quantity  of  ammunition,  arms,  clothing,  &c  &c. 

The  last  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  are  of 
the  1st  inst  He  was  then  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarragona,  which 
place  he  intended  to  attack  as  soon  as  he  should  be  joined  by  the  army 
under  the  command  of  the  Duque  del  Parque. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  killed  and  wounded,  who  were  not  included  in  the 
returns  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  in  my  dispatches  of  the  1st  and 
4th  inst* 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Letaca,  11th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  consideration,  a  repre* 
sentation  from  the  Commandant  at  Santander  of  the  want  of  maritime  pro- 
tection on  the  Northern  coast. 

Tu  Earl  Bathunt  Lenca,  llth  Aug.  1813. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  having  stated  to  me,  that  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  enclosed  list  are  much  required  for  the  equipment  of  the 
cavalry  of  his  army,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favor  if  your  Lordship  will 
caufle  them  to  be  sent  to  Pasages  at  an  early  period. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Lchm^  llth  Aug.  1813. 

In  respect  to  the  packets,  it  would  be  most  convenient  to  the  army  to 
have  a  weekly  packet,  to  come  at  present  to  Pasages.  If  you  cannot  let 
us  have  a  weekly  packet,  you  might  send  there  the  packet  once  a  fortnight 
now  ordered  to  Santander. 

The  arrangement  of  sending  the  Lisbon  packets  to  Coruna  is  not  a  very 
convenient  one  for  the  army,  and  would,  I  should  think,  be  inconvenient 
to  the  trade  of  Lisbon,  in  which  our  money  concerns  are  much  involved. 
There  are  no  horses  on  the  road  from  Coruna  to  the  army,  and  if  we  can- 
not have  a  weekly  packet  to  Pasages,  it  would  be  better  that  the  army 
letters  should  go  once  a  fortnight  to  Lisbon  than  Coruna. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  b^  most  desirable  to  government,  as  well 
as  to  the  army,  to  establish  a  regular  weekly  communication.  In  no  other 
manner  can  you  receive  regular  weekly  reports,  as  you  have  hitherto,  of 
all  transactions.  While  writing  upon  the  subject,  I  beg  to  draw  your 
attention  to  a  rule  which  has  been  made  by  the  Post  office,  that  the  packets 
shall  carry  out  no  parcels  for  the  officers  of  the  army,  which  is  excessively 
inconvenient  to  them,  at  the  same  time  that  the  public  object  in  making 
this  rule  cannot  be  discovered.  Indeed,  when  it  is  considered  that  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  army  have  been  out  here  nearly  five  years,  and  that 
every  thing  they  require  must  come  from  England,  it  will  appear  aa« 
*  See  Gknend  Return  at  p.  652. 
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tonishing  that  they  have  been  able  to  go  on  so  long  with  such  a  rale  in 
eiustence.  As  dieir  communication  with  the  packets  will  now  be  more 
easy,  however,  if  they  should  be  sent  to  Pasages^  it  is  very  desirable  that 
this  rule  should  be  altered. 

You  will  observe  that  I  have  not  adverted  to  the  means  of  communica- 
tion by  the  ships  of  war,  besides  that  by  the  packets ;  but  with  a  weekly 
packet  we  may  do  without  that  by  the  ships  of  war  entirely.  These  may 
then  be  employed  for  military  purposes  solely,  in  giving  security  to  our 
communications  by  the  coast,  in  aiding  in  our  operations  against  the  forti- 
fied posts  on  the  coast,  and  what  is  more  important,  and  has  not  yet  been 
attended  to  at  all,  in  preventing  the  intercourse  between  Bayonne  and 
Bordeaux  by  the  coasting  vessels.  If  this  last  object  should  be  effected, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  war  on  the  frontier  will  become  much  more  bur- 
th^nsome  and  difficult  to  the  enemy ;  and  I  doubt  their  being  able  to 
maintain  a  large  body  of  men  in  our  front. 

P.S.  You  wiU  scarcely  believe  that  the  naval  blockade  of  San  Sebastian 
is  so  ineffectually  maintained,  as  that  we  have  the  proofs  among  Gen. 
Gazan's  papers,  taken  in  the  late  operations,  that  shoes  and  sand  bags  have 
been  sent  into  that  place  by  sea  from  St  Jean  de  Luz. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Grabam,  K.B.  Letaca,  13th  Aug.  1813. 

•  I  received  last  night  the  enclosed  papers  by  the  PoUy,  Mr.  Croker 
tells  me  on  the  5th,  that  a  convoy  under  charge  of  the  President^  having 
the  1st  division  of  the  battering  train  on  board,  was  wind  bound  at 
J'almouth, 

The  accounts  of  the  battle  of  Yitoria  had  been  received  at  the  Austrian 
head  quarters  at  Brandeiss,  from  Dresden,  on  the  8th  July.  The  news 
had  been  kept  secret  at  Dresden,  even  {torn  the  Due  de  Bassano ;  but 
(Dount  Bubna  had  discovered  it,  and  sent  it  off  on  the  Ith.  Lord  Cathcart 
says,  it  was  likely  to  have  great  effect  on  the  tone  of  the  negotiations  about 
to  be  commenced  at  Brandeiss.  Mr.  Thornton  appears  to  think  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  affairs  in  Spain,  Buonaparte  may  be  induced  to  agree 
to  the  Austrian  basis,  which  will  divide  Austria  from  the  allies,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  they  have  not  agreed  to  the  basis  of  a  peace  proposed  by  Austria. 
The  Allies  appear  to  be  well  together,  and  I  think  the  Austrians  show  a 
disposition  to  join  in  the  war,  if  Buonaparte  should  not  agree  to  the  terms 
they  had  proposed  as  the  basis  of  a  peace.  The  renewal  of  the  armistice 
also  was  agreed  to  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  avowedly  because  it  was 
convenient  to  Austria. 

But  they  have  not  agreed  on  the  basis,  much  less  the  peace  of  which 
they  are  entering  on  the  negotiations;  nor  is  there,  in  any  of  the  docu- 
ments sent  to  me,  the  slightest  trace  of  their  making  common  cause  with 
England  and  Spain,  by  which  alone  the  peace  of  the  world  can  be  restored, 
excepting  an  article  in  the  convention  on  the  mediation  between  Austria 
and  Buonaparte,  in  which  the  latter  accepts  the  offer  of  the  mediation  of 
the  former  for  a  general  peace,  or  for  a  continental  peace,  if  a  maritime 
peace  cannot  be  obtained.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  this 
letter  and  the  newspapers  to  Beresford. 

I  enclose  the  report  which  Gen.  Giron  sent  to  me  on  Guetaria,  and  one 
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which  I  have  received  from  Sir  G.  Collier  this  morning.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  desire  Sir  R.  Fletcher  to  send  an  officer  there, 
one  on  whom  he  can  rely,  to  see  what  time  and  expense  would  be  required 
to  construct  wells  there ;  which,  it  appears  to  me,  is  all  that  the  place 
requires.  Also  to  estimate  the  garrison  that  ought  to  be  there,  as  I  will 
put  water  in  casks  for  their  supply,  if  the  completion  of  the  wells  should 
take  much  time.  The  season  is  wearing  away  fast,  and  every  point  to 
give  protection  to  our  shipping  becomes  of  importance. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  British  government  wiU  at  last  discover  the 
nature  of  the  element  by  which  they  are  surrounded ;  and  will  in  future 
have  their  preparations  made  in  time,  particularly  when  the  earliest  notice 
is  given  to  them. 

To  Lieut.  Geii.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Lenca,  14th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  report  from  an  officer,  whom  I  have  in  ob- 
servation towards  Jaca,  that  Gen.  Paris  withdrew  from  thence  into  France 
on  the  night  of  the  11th,  leaving  there  a  garrison  of  800  men.  It  was 
reported  Uiat  Suchet  was  coming  with  his  force  from  Catalonia  also 
through  France.  I  am  not  so  certain  of  the  truth  of  this  report,  as  I  am 
of  the  other ;  but  if  it  should  be  true,  the  enemy  will  become  too  strong 
for  me,  as  they  have  already  been  reinforced  from  the  interior  of  France. 

I  beg  therefore  that  if  you  find  that  Marshal  Suchet  marches  himself^  or 
detaches  any  considerable  part  of  his  force  into  France,  you  will  likewise 
detach  to  join  me  as  follows:  Ist;  the  infantry  of  the  3d  army;  their 
cavalry  are  to  be  left  with  the  2d  army,  and  their  field  pieces  with  the  1st 
army.  Their  artillerymen  must  march  with  the  infantry.  If  your  Lord- 
ship should  find  that  the  enemy  weaken  their  disposable  force  in  Cata- 
lonia, so  considerably  as  that  you  will  have  the  means  of  taking  the  strong 
places,  and  of  covering  your  operations  against  them,  with  the  1st  and 
2d  armies  and  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps  without  Whittingham's  division,  I 
would  then  request  you  to  send  likewise  the  infantry  of  Whittingham*s 
division.  The  cavalry  and  artillery  are  to  remain  witb  the  Anglo-Sicilian 
corps.  But  you  will  keep  Whittingham's  division,  if  you  should  think 
that  you  will  be  at  all  cramped  in  Catalonia  without  them.  The  troops 
that  will  march  are  to  come  by  Zaragoza  on  Tudela,  where  they  will 
receive  further  orders. 

I  beg  that  your  Lordship  will  give  the  Duque  del  Parque  a  route  spe- 
cifying the  days  he  will  arrive  at  Zaragoza  and  Tudela  respectively,  and 
let  me  have  a  copy  of  it ;  and  that  you  will  tell  the  Duque  that  he  com- 
mands an  army  which  I  know  has  made  and  can  still  make  rapid  marches, 
although,  in  the  march  from  Granada,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  and  in 
their  late  march  from  the  city  of  Valencia,  they  did  not  diine  in  that  way ; 
but  that  I  hope  an  effort  will  be  made  on  this  occasion. 

G.  O.  LMaea.  14th  Aug.  I8IS. 

1.  The  Conunander  of  tiie  Foroet  desSret,  thai  with  tiie  morning  state  of  the  10th  inetr 
the  leveral  regiments  should  send  in  a  nominal  list  of  the  men  returned  in  that  state, '  Sick 
absent,*  specifying  the  letter  of  the  company  and  the  name  of  the  Captain  to  which  each 
man  belongs,  and  the  man's  number ;  and  as  ibr  as  may  be  possible^  the  general  or  dc>> 
tachment  hospital  at  which  the  men  are  supposed  to  be. 
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If  his  health  does  not  allow  of  his  making  this  exertion,  he  had  better 
make  the  command  of  his  army  over  to  his  next  in  command,  who  is,  I 
believe^  the  Principe  de  Anglona. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  your  Lordship,  if  you  should  have  any  shoes  in 
store,  to  give  the  3d  army  a  little  assistance  in  this  way ;  and  likewise  a 
few  days'  biscuit  I  shail  desire  Mina  to  take  measures  to  provide  for 
them  at  Zaragoza  and  Tudela,  if  I  should  find  the  report  confirmed  that 
Suchet  has  quitted  Catalonia. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  received  yesterday  f(om  Lord  Bathurst,  to 
which  I  request  your  attention. 

It  appears  that  the  accounts  of  the  battle  of  Vitoria  were  received  at 
Brandeiss  from  Dresden  on  the  8th  July ;  and  it  was  thought  were  likely 
to  have  much  influence  on  the  tone  of  ihe  negotiations  about  to  be  com- 
menced. The  Emperor  of  Austria  was  determined  to  join  the  allies,  if 
he  could  not  make  a  peace  to  his  liking.  In  my  front,  however,  the  re-' 
port  of  peace  having  been  made  is  very  general ;  and  I  must  say,  that  I 
dislike  the  appearance  of  things  in  the  north  of  Germany,  as  represented 
in  Lord  Cathcart's  dispatch  of  the  12th,  so  far  as  that  there  was  no  concert 
among  the  allies,  as  to  the  terms  of  the  peace  about  to  be  negotiated. 
The  Russians  and  Prussians  did  not  concur  in  the  basis  proposed  by  the 
Austrians,  about  which,  I  believe,  we  know  nothing ;  and  neither  party 
appear  to  trouble  their  heads  about  England  and  Spain ;  and  as  for  Bema- 
dotte,  he  appears  to  have  no  more  security  for  the  peace  for  which  he 
wishes,  than  the  promise  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  that  he  would  not 
guarantee  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  in  the  negotiations  for 
peace  about  to  be  opened  at  Prague. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  England,  excepting  that  Lord  Aberdeen  is 
sent  on  a  mission  to  Germany,  I  believe  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

To  Col.  Torrens,  Military  Secretary.  Leiaca,  lilh  Aug.  18)d. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst,  with  6 

enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  an  application  made  by  Lieut. ,  a  de^ 

serter  from  the  French  service,  which  I  have  referred  to  Major  Gen. 
Peacocke,  the  Commandant  at  Lisbon.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  I 
beg  to  assure  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  I 
never  made  Lieut tmj  promise  whatever. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.  Letaca,  14th  Aug.  1818. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  has  been  received  from  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hon. 
Sir  L.  Cole,  with  an  enclosure  from  Col.  Bodecker  of  the  Ist  line  batt. 
K.  G.  L.,  stating  the  indigent  state  in  which  the  widow  and  child  of 
Brigade  Major  Aveman  have  been  left,  and  recommending  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  them. 

Brigade  Major  Aveman  was  killed  in  the  action  of  the  28th  ult.,  in 
which  he  had  distinguished  himself;  and  his  conduct  on  every  occasion 
had  gained  him  the  approbation  of  the  officers  imder  whom  he  served. 

To  Col.  Torrent,  Military  Secretary.  Letaca,  Utfa  Aug.  1813. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Major  Krauchenberg,  who  it 
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going  to  join  the  3d  husdars,  which  corps  is,  I  understand,  employed  in 
the  army  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden.  I  have 
no  means  of  communicating  wiUi  this  personage,  or  I  would  recommend 
Major  Krauchenberg  to  his  protection  as  a  most  active,  gallant,  and  intel- 
ligent officer,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  soon  make  himself  as  useful  to 
the  army  under  Uiat  command  as  he  has  always  been  to  this.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you,  however,  if  you  will  adopt  some  means  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Crown  Prince  to  Major  Krauchenberg. 

An  G^  Conde  de  la  BitbaL  Leiaca,  oe  14  Ao&t,  1813. 

Je  vous  envoie  le  Colonel  Ruman,  qui  vous  fera  savoir  les  dtStails  d'une 
plainte  qu'il  m'a  remise  par  <k;rit  de  la  conduite  d'un  des  postes  avanctS« 
Espagnols  prt»  d'Echalar. 

La  correspondance  qui  vient  de  la  France,  et  les  intelligences  qui  vien« 
nent,  ou  au  G($n<$ral  O'Lawlor,  ou  au  Colonel  Ruman,  et  plus  d'une  foia 
les  personnes  portant  des  lettres,  ont  4tii  arr^U^  et  maltrait^,  et  leur 
papiers  leur  ont  4tA  dtiis,  £nfin  il  parait  qu'on  pent  vt^rifier  les  faits,  afin 
de  pouvoir  punir  ceux  qui  ont  commis  cette  irregularity,  et  Temp^cher 
don^navant 

II  est  tr^s  raisonnable  de  ne  laisser  passer  personne  par  les  avant-postes 
sans  ordre,  m6me  muni  d'un  passeport ;  mais  les  soldats  d'un  poste  ne 
peuvent  pas  6tre  les  juges  k  qui  on  doit  donner  permission  de  passer^ 
beaucoup  moins  d'6ter  les  lettres,  les  passeports,  et  les  effets  k  cenz  qui 
diSsirent  passer. 

Je  vous  serai  bien  oblige  si  vous  voulez  donner  ordre  Ik-dessut,  et  dire» 
si  Tofficier  de  I'avant-poste  a  raison  de  douter  de  celui  qui  demtode  & 
passer,  qu'il  vous  I'envoye,  avec  ses  papiers,  &c.,  et  qu'il  soit  responsable 
qu'on  Tie  lui  fasse  aucun  mal. 

To  flii  Excellency  Sir  C.  Stuart,  K.B.  Leiaca,  I4th  Ang.  18ISL 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
insty  and,  in  reference  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates^  I  beg  to  enclose^ 
to  be  laid  before  the  Portuguese  government,  some  additional  papers, 
which  will  show  that  on  the  29th  ult  the  soldier  of  the  11th  Veteran  bat- 
talion was  still  in  confinement,  and  had,  a  few  days  before,  received 
further  ill-treatment  from  the  Juiz  de  Fora  of  Sabugal. 

To  Karl  Bathurrt.  Leiaca,  14th  Aug.  181S. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  enclosing  Lord  Cathcart's 
dispatch  of  the  12th  July,  and  one  from  Mr.  Hamilton  of  the  same  date, 
with  the  copy  of  Mr.  Thornton's  letter  of  the  12th  July. 

1  confess  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  which,  however,  is  probably  owing  to  my  not  knowing  what 
has  passed  between  the  King's  government  and  the  allies  on  the  Continent, 
in  regard  either  to  peace,  or  to  carrying  on  the  war. 

It  appears  to  me  that  Buonaparte  has  the  allies,  including  Austria, 
exactly  in  the  state  in  which  he  would  wish  to  have  them.  In  regard  to 
peace,  it  appears  that  the  Austrians  propose  a  basis  to  which  the  Russians 
and  Prussians  don't  agree ;  and  that  these  powers  don't  make  common 
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cause  with  England  and  Spain,  aa  to  peace :  and  as  to  the  Prince  Royal 
of  Sweden,  he  appears  to  stand  alone  likewise,  and  that  his  hopes  of  the 
peace,  for  which  he  wishes,  are  confined  to  an  engagement  hy  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  that. he  will  not  guarantee  the  dominions  of  Denmark  in 
the  negotiations  ahout  to  he  entered  upon. 

There  may  therefore  he  fairly  counted  four  parties  among  the  allies^ 
hy  concession  to  any  one  of  which  Buonaparte  would  gain  such  an  advan- 
tage as  would  place  the  game  in  his  hands,  if  the  accounts  given  of  the 
relative  force  of  the  French  and  the  allies  be  correct :  or  it  would  require 
great  firmness  and  conduct  to  carry  on  the  war,  supposing  Mr.  Thornton's 
notion  to  he  correct,  that  there  would  still  remain  a  sufficient  force  for 
the  contest,  even  if  the  Austrians  were  to  he  satisfied,  and  to  withdraw 
their  assistance.  In  this  notion,  however,  I  should  doubt  Mr.  Thornton's 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  possibility  that  the  concession  to  the 
Austrians  should  be  such  as  to  induce  them  to  take  part  in  the  war  against 
the  allies  to  compel  them  to  a  peace,  which  would  not  be  inconsistent  with 
the  Austrian  character  of  mediator ;  or,  what  is  more  probable,  should 
adopt  a  system  of  neutrality  hostile  to  the  allies,  and  friendly  to  France. 

There  appears,  therefore,  no  concert  or  common  cause  in  the  negotia* 
tions  for  peace ;  and  as  for  the  operations  of  the  war,  there  may  be  some- 
thing  better,  as  Lord  Cathcart  has  not  gone  into  details  at  all ;  but  there 
does  not  appear  to  exist  any  thing,  in  writing  or  any  where,  excepting  in 
loose  conversations  among  Princes.  For  my  part,  I  would  not  march 
even  a  corporars  guard  upon  such  a  system. 

Probably  what  I  am  about  to  write  has  already  occurred  to  the  King's 
government,  and  that  matters  are  not  ripe  for  such  a  scheme ;  or  that  the 
notions  and  claims  of  some  of  the  allies  are  so  wild  and  unreasonable,  or 
so  selfish,  that  they  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  general  interest,  at  the 
saAe  time  that  the  forces  and  resources,  particularly  of  the  greater  powers, 
cannot  be  spared. 

There  are  some  leading  principles,  however,  in  the  political  state  of 
Europe  on  which  the  interests  of  all  parties  would  coincide,  such  as  the 
independence  of  Spain,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Holland,  of  France;  the 
restoration  of  Hanover  to  the  King's  family ;  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Prussian  frontier,  and  of  the  Prussian  influence  over  Saxony  and  Hesse  ; 
a  frontier  for  the  Austrian  monarchy,  and  influence  in  Germany  to  balance 
that  of  Prussia ;  the  re-establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Hanse 
Towns,  &c.;  an  understanding  between  England  and  Russia;  and  the 
powers  less  immediately  interested  might  bring  the  others  to  take  a  general 
view  of  the  common  interests,  without  which  all  may  depend  upon  it  that 
tliey  cannot  make  peace  with  security,  or  war  with  honor  or  advantage. 

The  object  of  each  should  be  to  diminish  the  power  and  influence  of 
France,  by  whi^h  alone  the  peace  of  the  world  can  be  restored  and  main- 
tained: and  although  the  aggrandisement  and  security  of  the  power  of 
one's  own  country  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  all  nations  may  depend  upon 
it  that  the  best  security  for  power,  and  for  every  advantage  now  pos* 
sessed,  or  to  be  acquired,  is  to  be  found  in  the  reduction  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  grand  disturber ;  and  in  the  adoption  of  some  scheme 
for  that  object^  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  allies  in  concert,  whether  in  the 
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negotiation  for  peace,  or  in  the  opertiCions  of  war.  For  my  part,  I  r^Mit 
what  I  told  you  before,  I  shall  enter  France,  or  not,  (unleis  I  should  be 
ordered,)  according  to  what  I  think  best  for  my  own  eperadons,  as  I  have 
no  reliance  whatever  upon  what  is  doing  in  the  north. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  KJB.  Leiac%  I6th  Aug.  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  was  very  much  concerned  to  find  from  your  note  delivered  to  me  by 
Gen.  Oswald,  that  your  health  was  in  such  a  state  as  to  induce  you  to 
think  of  returning  to  England.  However  much  I  regret  this  circum- 
stance, I  cannot  but  think  you  are  right  in  giving  up,  if  you  find  your 
health  not  equal  to  the  calls  upon  your  exertions ;  and  I  can  only  return 
my  thanks  for  returning  to  us  when  you  did.  I  will  make  the  King's 
government  acquainted  with  the  state  of  your  health  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day  regarding  the  works  to  be  con- 
structed in  the  second  line  behind  the  Bidasoa.  You  may  depend  upon 
it  that,  whatever  we  may  do  elsewhere,  we  cannot  make  the  position  be- 
tween Oyarzun  and  the  Bidasoa  too  strong.  I  have  been  on  horseback 
to-day,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  in  a  day  or  two  to  go  over  and  look  at  the 
ground ;  but  in  the  mean  time  it  is  desirable  that  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  commencing  on  the  works  of  the  second  line  which  you  propose.  The 
second  line  is,  if  possible,  more  important  than  the  first,  which  it  is  not 
very  easy  to  hold  with  an  inferior  body  of  troops  without  a  strong  second 
line. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  approach  of  the  fleet 

To  Manbal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  LeMca,  15th  Aug.  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  I3ih  and  14th,  and  from  what  you 
say,  1  think  it  quite  clear  that  GKietaria  can  be  of  no  use  to  us;  aiiQ  I 
therefore  wait  only  for  the  report  of  the  officers  of  Engineers  to  order 
that  it  may  be  destroyed  entirely. 

There  is  nothing  new  whatever.  I  enclose  the  project  of  a  peace  sent 
to  me  by  my  correspondent,  which  he  swears  is  handed  about  as  what 
Napoleon  is  ready  to  consent  to.  It  proves  only  that  they  are  preparing 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  France  to  large  cessions. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  better.  1  am  so  likewise,  but  not  yet  quite 
free  from  pain  when  1  move,  and  sometimes  even  when  sitting  sdlL 

P.S.  By  the  bye  there  is  news  that  Gen.  Paris  has  retired  from  Jaca  to 
France.  Mina  says  driven  by  his  troops,  with  whom  they  certainly  had 
an  action  on  the  11th.     A  garrison  of  800  men  has  been  left  in  Jaca.   * 

To  Hit  Exoellenoy  Sir  a  Stuart,  K.B.  Leiaca,  15tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  and  I  have  given  directions  that 
a  letter  should  be  written  to  the  Portuguese  government  in  regard  to 
Gen.  Peacocke,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  satisfactory  to  them.  I  shall,  be- 
sides, send  their  letter  to  England  by  an  early  opportunity. 

I  never  entertained  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  advantage  which  the 
country  derived  from  the  presence  of  the  army  in  Portugal ;  I  only  hope 
that  it  will  not  suffer  so  much  from  its  absence  as  that  the  revenue  will  fail. 
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I  have  not  written  to  you  for  a  long  time^  and  I  am  afraid  that  you 
have  not  been  better  treated  in  the  way  of  correspondence  by  others.  In 
the  way  of  military  news  and  intentions,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  dis- 
patches. I  think  I  am  too  strong  for  Soult,  on  the  defensive ;  and  I  shall 
probably  take  the  offensive  as  soon  as  I  can  take  San  Sebastian  or  Pam- 
plona, and  can  hear  of  the  northern  Powers  deciding  i^pon  their  line  one 
way  or  other. 

It  is  reported  on  the  frontier  that  peace  is  made,  but  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  it.  I  don't,  however,  like  the  state  in  which  matters  were  in 
Germany  early  in  July,  although  ministers  and  Lord  Cathcart  did.  In 
order  to  show  you  how  they  stood,  and  my  opinion  upon  them,  I  enclose, 
entre  naus^  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  yesterday. 

The  accounts  of  the  battle  of  Yitoria  were  received  at  Brandeiss  from 
Dresden  on  the  8th  July.  Buonaparte  knew  of  the  battle  only  on  the 
6th,  and  it  was  kept  secret  even  from  Maret ;  but  Count  Bubna  dis- 
covered it  on  the  Ith.  The  last  battles,  however,  are  more  important; 
and  I  am  only  afraid  that  they  will  lead  to  concessions  by  Buonaparte  tq 
Austria  and  to  Russia  and  Prussia  which  may  lead  to  a  peace  with  those 
Powers,  to  the  exclusion  of  England  and  the  Powers  of  the  Peninsula. 

To  the  Hon.  F.  North.  Lesaca,  15th  Aug.  181  a 

I  received  only  this  day  your  letter  of  the  11th,  for  which  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you;  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you. 

I  write  to  Sir  G.  Collier,  who  commands  the  squadron  on  the  north 
coast  of  Spain,  to  request  that  he  will  facilitate  to  you,  by  every  means  in 
his  power,  a  passage  to  England  for  yourself  and  your  party  at  Bilbao. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe,  from  what  I  have  heard  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  at  Bilbao  since  I  have  directed  that  some  of  the  transports  should 
go  there,  that  you  will  accomplish  your  object  sooner  either  by  coming 
to  Pasages,  from  whence  some  transports  will  be  dispatched  inunediatelyy 
or  by  going  to  Santander,  where  there  is  a  packet  waiting  to  be  dis- 
patched, and  which  I  will  not  order  to  England  till  Sunday  next,  the  22d* 
I  write  to  Sir  G.  Collier,  who  will  send  you  this  letter,  to  request  that 
he  will  advise  you  what  to  do.  But  I  must  add  to  the  advice  which  he 
will  give  you,  that  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian  is  carrying  on  within  2 
miles  of  Pasages,  and  that  that  harbour  is  full  of  transports,  ordnance, 
store  ships,  victuallers,  &c.,  and  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood  of 
soldiers  of  all  nations,  muleteers,  &c.  &c.,  and  that  you  would  be  very  un- 
comfortable while  waiting  there.  I  would  therefore  rather  recommend 
the  packet  at  Santander ;  but  I  must  tell  you  that  you  cannot  get  there  in 
a  carriage.  I  don't  believe  there  will  be  another  packet  at  Santander,  as 
I  have  desired  that  they  may  in  future  come  to  Pasages. 

To  Capt.  Sir  O.  Collier,  R.N.  Leiaca,  15th  Aug.  1S13. 

Mr.  North  and  a  party  of  gentlemen,  consisting  of  Lord  Bayning, 
Mr.  Joinville,  Mr.  Howard,  Dr.  Holland,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  are  at  Bilbao^ 
and  are  desirous  of  going  to  England ;  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  facilitate  the  means  of  their  going  in  a  transport 
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either  from  thence  or  from  Pasagee.  Adverting  to  what  you  have  stated 
of  the  difficulty  of  getting  out  of  Bilhao,  I  have  told  Mr.  North  that  you 
would  probably  think  it  advisable  that  he  should  come  to  Pasages  ;  bat 
there,  on  the  other  hand,  he  will  find  a  want  of  accommodation,  and  other 
inconvieniences  resulting  from  the  operations  going  on  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  to  Mr.  North 
at  Bilbao  the  enclosed  letter,  with  what  you  will  write  to  him  regarding 
his  passage  to  England. 

Aa  G^n.  Don  P.  A.  Giroo.  Lanca,  ce  15  Aoftt,  1813. 

Le  G«?n.  Wimpffen  vous  aura  «^t  pour  vous  fidre  savoir  que   le 

Gi^n. est  raalade,  et  se  trouve  dans  la  ntlcessite  d'aller  prendre 

les  bains  pour  sa  blessure ;  et  vous  aura  propo6<$  de  ma  part  de  venir 
prendre  le  commandement  de  I'arm^  de  nfserve  de  I'Andalousie,  qui  se 
trouve  camp^  pr^  d'Echalar.  J'ai  seulement  k  ajouter  k  ce  qu^il  vous 
dit  Ik-dessus  mes  vobux  qu'il  vous  puisse  convenir  de  &ire  ce  que  nous 
souhaitons. 

I%e  A,0,  to  the  CowmamkmiM  o/uiaUuked  Hotptial  ttaCumt,  I5th  Aug.  1813. 

By  tlie  first  number  of  G.  O.  of  the  14th  inst  the  regiments  of  the  army  are 
required  to  send,  through  the  several  A.  A.  Gs.  of  divisions,  nominal  Usts  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  sick  absent  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month, 
for  the  purpose  of  comparing  them  with  the  lists  of  similar  description  required  by 
^e  Inspector  of  hospitals  from  the  Purveyors  of  the  several  stations.  As  the  con- 
valescents and  recovered  men  in  the  depdt  will  not  appear  in  the  Purveyor's  list, 
and  yet  will  appear  in  the  tegimental  list  of  absentees,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you 
to  transmit  a  nominal  list  of  men  in  depdt  on  the  20th  of  the  month,  which  you 
must  have  taken  from  the  squad  rolls  of  that  morning  parade.  Your  detachments 
having  been  classed  agreeably  to  my  former  recommendation,  viz.,  each  battalion 
or  squad,  each  brigade  or  company,  and  the  several  brigade  detachments  as  or- 
ganised in  the  army,  placed  in  a  depdt  division,  will  enable  you  to  call  on  the 
officers  for  a  nominal  list  of  their  own  responsibility.  As  you  are  enabled  to  class 
these  rolls  divisionally,  transmit  them,  with  any  remarks  tending  to  afibrd  in- 
formation  regarding  the  absentees,  to  this  office. 

JU  J,0,  iQ  /A«  Commamtantt  ofpaanitg  Hotpital  ttaiiom,  I5th  Aog.  1812. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  desirous  of  obtaining  firom  the  several  hospitals 
and  passing  stations  nominal  lists  of  soldiers  actually  at  those  depdts  on  the  20tb 
of  the  present  month,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  them  with  nominal  lists  to  be 
furnished  by  the  several  regiments  composing  this  army,  required  by  the  G.  O.  of 
the  14th  inst  As  there  is  not  anv  member  of  the  Purveyor's  department  at  the 
station  under  your  charge,  you  will,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Medical  officer,  be 
pleased  to  send  in  to  this  office  a  nominal  list  of  every  non-commissioned  officer 
and  soldier  at  the  station  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month,  whatever  may  be 
their  class,  state  of  health,  or  employment.  You  will  please  to  observe  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  report  any  detachment  that  may  have  marched,  so  immediately 
preceding  the  date  of  the  required  return  as  to  lead  to  a  supposition  that  the  men 
composing  it  may  not  be  included  in  any  of  the  lists  to  be  transmitted  firom  the 
adjacent  station. 

7%§  A.Q.  to  Lma.  Col.  BomerU,  A.A,G,^  \ii  divimom,  15tb  Aug.  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  private  note,  which  I  showed  to  my  Lord  Wellington,  I  am 
directed  to  request  you  will  mention  to  Sir  T.  Graham  that  his  Lordship  hat 
observed  the  Spanish  troops  always  break  capitulations,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
prench  have  already  in  every  instance  done  with  them. 

No  commimication  whatever  has  reached  my  Lord  Wellington  respecting  ex- 
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change,  as  referring  to  Capt  Renaud,  or  any  of  the  troops  which  were  under  his 
command. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K.B.  Lenca,  16th  Aug.  1813. 

has  desired  leave  to  quit  his  army  on  account  of  his  health, 

and  is  about  to  absent  himself.  He  proposes  to  go  to  some  baths  in  An- 
dalusia. I  believe  that  his  wound  is  in  a  very  bad  way ;  but  I  likewise 
believe  that  he  is  but  little  inclined  to  serve  in  the  situation  in  which 
alone  under  circumstances  he  can  serve :  I  mean  in  the  command  of  his 
own  corps  d^armde. 

Of  all  the  officers  that  I  have  yet  had  to  deal  with, is  the 

most  difficult  Since  the  correspondence  which  I  told  you  I  had  had  with 
him  last  spring,  nothing  has  passed  between  him  and  me  excepting  Mltut 
was  very  polite;  but  he  very  lately  wrote  a  most  improper  letter  to 
Wimpffen,  because  Wimpffen  had  used  the  word  ^quiere*  instead  of 
'  desea^  in  conveying  an  order  to  him ;  and  he  has  more  than  once  manir 
fested  the  most  impracticable  temper  that  I  have  yet  met  with  in  any 
country.  What  he  wants  is,  that  l^e  1st,  2d,  and  3d  armies  should  be 
joined  into  one,  and  that  he  should  be  appointed  to  command  this  army 
in  Catalonia ;  the  result  of  which  arrangement  would  be,  that  he  must 
likewise  command  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps  there,  or  he  would  quarre) 
with  Lord  W.  Bentinck ;  and  I  am  certain  that,  if  I  find  him  not  easy  to 
inanage.  Lord  William  would  find  him  quite  impracticable. 

When  he  found  on  conversation  with  me  that  I  did  not  like  this  scheme, 
be  then,  in  a  letter  to  Wimpffen,  stated  that  the  Spanish  nation  and  army 
expected,  and  were  anxious,  that  all  the  Spanish  troops  acting  on  this  side 
should  be  joined  together,  and  should  act  as  one  corps.  I  sent  him  word, 
that  I  had  not  lately  heard  of  any  Spanish  troops  acting  together  as  one 
corps  that  had  not  been  destroyed ;  and  that  the  last  that  had  so  acted  had 
been  destroyed  by  half  their  numbers.  That  under  these  circumstances, 
J,  who  was  responsible,  would  not  assemble  the  Spanish  troops  in  one 
corps,  till  I  should  see  better  means  of  maintaining  them  as  one  corps, 
and  of  their  acting  together.  In  two  days  afterwards,  he  sent  to  desire 
leave  to  go  to  Uie  baths ;  and  in  the  mean  time  we  are  upon  very  civil 
terma.  Castanos  told  me,  however,  that  he  did  not  think  the  scale  of 
command  sufficient  for  him  who  had  commanded  in  Catalonia ;  he  ought 
to  have  added,  who  had  lost  an  army  there,  and  the  province,  for  that  is 
the  fact.  I  mention  these  circumstances  to  you,  because  I  think  it  pro- 
bable that will  endeavor  to  push  his  objects  at  Cadiz  as  the 

moment  of  the  grand  intrigue  approadies  at  the  opening  of  the  new 
Cortes  in  October. 

I  find  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  that  Roche,  having  given  over  the 
troops  of  his  division  to  Gen.  Whittingham  (by  what  authority  does  not 

O.  O.  LcMca,  16th  Aug.  1818. 

1.  The  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  will  gire  directions  to  the  Paymasters  to  state 
their  objecdons  (if  they  should  entertain  any)  to  the  accounts  of  hospital  stoppages  received 
ftom  any  hospital  station,  within  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  such  accounts  of  hospital 
stoppages. 

2.  If  die  objections  are  not  stated  within  that  period,  the  accounts  agunst  die  regiments 
will  be  considered  final. 
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exactly  appear,  but  I  believe  by  Lord  W.  Bentmck,  under  an  erroneous 
notion  that  they  were  paid  and  clothed  by  Great  Britain,  and  therefore 
that  he  had  a  right  to  do  with  them  as  he  pleased),  was  about  to  form 
another  division  of  7000  men  from  *  duperso^  in  Valencia.  I  shall  be 
▼ery  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  tell  him,  that  you  can  have  nothing 
to  say  to  this  new  division,  and  that  he  must  look  solely  to  the  Spanish 
authorities  for  his  orders  respecting  it,  as  well  as  for  its  subsistence, 
clothing,  Ac. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welleiley,  K.B.  LeMca,  16th  Aug.  1813. 

When  the  orders  were  received   for  ihe  removal  of from  the 

command  of  the  4th  army,  he  expressed  great  anxiety  respecting  the  state 
ofnis  afffiirs,  and  stated  die  impossibility  of  his  being  able  to  live  at  Cadiz 
on  the  income  of  a  Consefero  de  Estado^  which  is  only  2000  dollars  a  year. 
This  does  appear  sufficiently  clear,  certainly,  adverting  to  the  expense 
of  living  at  Cadiz ;  and  he  requested  me  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  him 
something  from  England.  Such  an  arrangement  is  quite  out  of  the 
question  at  the  present  moment,  and  would  have  been  equally  injurious  to 
— — -  and  to  ourselves ;  and  he  would  have  lost  the  ability  which  he  pos- 
sesses to  render  any  service  hereafter  to  the  alliance,  supposing  him  to 
be  so  inclined.  I  therefore  considered  it  best  to  recommend  to  you  to 
continue  to  pay  him  his  allowance  as  Captain  General  not  employed :  that 
is  to  say,  the  difference  between  that  allowance  and  that  of  Counsellor  of 
State,  until  we  shall  see  the  result  of  the  existing  crisis. 

I  don't  know  whether  you  give  the  Spanish  government  a  detailed 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  subsidy ;  but  if  you  should,  it  will  be 
best  to  keep  this  article  out  of  sight  for  some  time.  If  at  last  it  should 
be  necessary,  I  will  apply  to  the  British  government  to  make  this  allow- 
ance to in  addition  to  the  subsidy. 

To  Dom  M.  Foijas.  Leiaca,  16tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
communication  of  the  2d  inst.,  and,  in  respect  to  its  contents,  I  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  me  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I  experience  great 
satisfaction  in  hearing  that  the  conduct  of  Major  Gen.  Peacocke,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  command  at  Lisbon,  has  been  always  regu« 
lated  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  their  Excellencies  the  Governors  of  the 
Kingdom,  who  have  directed  your  Excellency  to  make  it  known  to  me. 

Your  Excellency  may  assure  their  Excellencies  that  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  make  known  to  the  superiors  of  that  officer,  the 
favorable  opinion  which  their  Excellencies  manifest  in  his  behalf,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  most  decidedly  concur  in  the  desire  expressed  by  their 
Excellencies,  of  making  known  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
the  meritorious  conduct  of  that  officer. 

Au  Q€d.  Dumouriex.  Letaca,  oe  16  AoQt,  1813. 

Yous  aurez  vu  ce  que  nous  avont  fait  ici  depuis  que  je  vous  ai  «$crit 
la  demiere  lettre.  Le  Marilchal  Soult  a  fait  une  mauvaise  opt^ration,  et 
a  perdu  beaucoup  de  monde.     Des  accidens  inconcevables  I'ont  laiase 
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parvenir  k  <k;happer  lui-m^me :  et,  apr^s  tout,  il  fut  obliged  de  faire  marcher 
6  divisions  par  un  petit  dn^GU  le  long  de  la  Bidasoa  pendant  3  lieues,  les 
troupes  Espagnoles  tirant  sur  sa  colonne.  lis  ont  perdu  leur  bagages  : 
et  si  le  G^n^ral  Espagnol  Bdrcenas  eut  tenu  le  pont  de  Yanci  avec  unis 
brigade  qu'il  avait,  au  lieu  d'avec  un  bataillon  de  cazadores  Espagnols, 
jusqu'4  Farriv^  des  Anglais,  Soult  et  ses  divisions  ^taient  encore  perdus. 

Je  ne  crois  pas  que  j'aille  si  vite  que  Timagination  de  beaucoup  de  per- 
sonnes ;  mais  je  me  suis  avancc^  autant  que  je  crois  le  pouvoir  dans  les 
circonstances  actuelles,  sans  risquer  un  malheur  qui  serait  bien  funeste  au 
monde. 

Cependant  j'esp^re  bientdt  toe  en  mesure  de  porter  des  coups  forts  et 
dtfcisifs. 

Jlie  A,Q,  to  Dr.  M*Grigor,  Jtuptctor  Gtneral  of  hotpitalt,  16th  Aug.  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  covering  the  Purveyor's  reauest  that 
Paymasters  should  be  bound  to  return,  within  a  limited  time,  accounts  objected  to 
by  regiments,  I  have  to  refer  you  to  the  Ist  number  of  G.  O.  of  this  date,  wherein 
Paymasters  are  allowed  two  months  from  the  period  of  receipt  to  return  demands 
esteemed  objectionable,  in  failure  of  which  the  accounts  are  to  be  considered 
closed. 

TV  J.O,  to  Capt.  Swain,  Bilbao,  16th  Aug.  1813. 

From  the  great  increase  of  the  depdt  at  Bilbao  and  the  liability  of  addition  to 
the  numbers  already  collected  there,  you  are  authorised  to  appoint  Lieut.  Holmes, 
of  the  36th  regt,  Adjutant  of  that  station ;  and  vou  will  take  credit  for  the  usual 
allowance  for  such  appointment  in  your  contingent  account,  to  be  addressed 
periodically  to  the  Military  Sec.  Serj.  J.  Bulger,  of  the  same  corps,  may  act  as 
Assist.  Provost  Marshal  to  the  station ;  but  his  employment  in  that  Staff  situation, 
for  the  present,  is  to  be  considered  purely  probationary.  Referring  to  your  report 
of  the  7th  inst.  respecting  the  communication  between  Bilbao  and  head  quarters, 
I  have  to  acquaint  you  £e  subject  has  been  considered,  and  some  improvement 
may  be  expected ;  however,  the  post  must  pass  by  Vitoria,  the  established  line 
of  communication. 

I  find  the  efEective  prisoners  of  war,  amounting  to  30  French  officers  and  1 500 
soldiers,  have  arrived  at  Bilbao.  I  conclude  you  must  add  the  charge  of  this  class 
to  your  other  duties,  and  you  will  inform  me  what  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  security  of  the  soldiery  and  the  re^arity  of  the  officers.  I  should  sup- 
pose it  might  be  expedient  for  you  to  exnlam  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  Spanish 
troops,  as  also  to  the  magistrates  of  Bilbao,  the  arrangements  you  make  on  this 
heaa  of  service.  Should  any  of  the  officers  have  been  already  allowed  the  liberty 
of  the  town  on  parole,  and  have  made  a  proper  use  of  the  permission,  do  not 
deprive  them  of  it  without  necessity ;  but  his  Excellency  is  not  much  disposed  to 
relax  from  the  rights  of  war,  the  French  officers  taken  at  Vitoria  having  much 
abused  indulgence  of  that  nature  some  weeks  since.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to 
request  the  senior  French  officer  to  have  regimental  nominal  lists  made  out  of 
the  French  officers  and  soldiers  now  prisoners  of  war  at  Bilbao,  to  further  any 
disposition  for  exchange  that  may  be  shown  by  Uie  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
opposed  armies. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  17th  Aug.  1813. 

I  received  about  an  hour  ago  your  letter  of  4^  p.m.  yesterday,  regarding 
Guetaria. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  Sir  W.  Beresford,  who  has  looked  at 
that  post,  and  he  appears  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  entirely  useless  as  a 
protection  to  the  roadstead  and  harbour ;  that  the  town  cannot  be  held 
against  a  superior  force ;  and  that  the  use  of  the  post  would  only  be  to 
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prevent  a  superior  maritime  enemy  from  using  the  harbour  and  roadstead, 
which,  however,  as  is  above  stated,  it  could  not  effectually  protect. 

I  waited  therefore  only  for  the  engineer's  report  to  order  that  it  might 
he  effectually  destroyed.  The  directions  which  you  have  given  to  Sir  R. 
Fletcher  don't  materially  interfere  with  this  intention,  and,  if  executed 
in  full,  will  cost  only  150  dollars.  It  may  be  as  well,  however,  to  stop 
the  contract,  if  it  can  be  done,  till  I  shall  have  the  engineer's  report. 

Au  Gin.  Conde  de  la  BisbaL        Letaca,  ce  17  Aodt,  1813, 1  3  beuiM  de  raprdt-mkli. 

Je  suis  bien  fkcM  de  ne  pas  avoir  le  plaisir  de  vous  voir,  surtout  pour 
la  cause  de  votre  absence. 

Le  Gk^nt^ral  Giron  est  ici,  et  sera  avec  vous  domain  matin  de  tr^  bonne 
heure,  pour  recevoir  le  commandement  de  I'arm^  ad  interim.  II  vous 
pbrtera  une  lettre  du  Gt^m^ral  Wimpffen.  Je  serais  bien  aise  de  vous 
voir  avant  votre  depart 

To  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  die  Forcef.  Loaca,  17th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  Regimental  Court 

Martial,  on  the  trial  of , , , 

and ,  of  the  Cavalry  Staff  corps ;  and,  as  it  appears  by  the 

proceedings  and  sentence  that  these  men  are  very  unfit  to  perform  the 
duties  expected  from  this  corps,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  order  that 
they  may  be  sent  to  the  army  dep6t  in  England ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
that  they  may  be  ordered  to  join  their  respective  regiments. 

To  Bianbal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.a  Lnaca,  17th  Aug.  1813. 

In  your  letter  to  me  on  the  subject  of  Guetaria,  you  mentioned  that  the 
600  men  in  garrison  there  might  as  well  be  employed  elsewhere.  We 
did  not  know  that  there  were  any  men  there,  but  it  is  just  possible  that 
Mendizabal  may  have  sent  some  of  his  men  there ;  and  if  there  are  any 
there,  I  am  desirous  that  they  should  go  to  Bilbao,  where  there  are  a 
great  many  prisoners,  and  nobody  to  take  care  of  them.  If,  therefore, 
there  are  any  troops  at  Guetaria,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
send  Uieir  Commanding  officer  the  enclosed  letters :  if  there  are  none,  I 
beg  you  to  return  the  letters. 

The  A,G.  to  Dr,  M^Grigwr,  Inspector  General  o/hotpiials,  17th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  for  your  perusal  a  very  injudicious  statement  made  by  Staff  Surgeon 
— ^—  of  the  loss  of  the  medical  pannier  mule  of  the  6th  division,  which,  it  appears, 
was  separated  from  the  division  to  vliich  it  belonged,  as  well  as  a  soldier  to 
whom  it  was  improperly  intrusted ;  the  absence  of  the  man  from  his  regiment, 
and  the  mule,  &c.  from  the  division  to  which  it  was  attached,  being  direct  breaches 
of  G.  O.,  and  which  instances  in  a  much  less  glaring  point  of  view  have  already 
been  subject  of  public  inquiry  in  this  army.     A  moment's  reflection  must  have 

convinced  Mr. that  violation  of  established  rules  never  could  be  admitted  as 

justification  or  satisfaction  for  a  loss  on  the  part  of  the  public,  added  to  temporary 
mconvenience  in  the  arrangements  for  that  divisional  branch  of  the  service  for 
which  he  was  personally  responsible.     I  have,  under  these  circumstances,  to  beg 

you  will  explain  to  Strf  Surgeon tliat  it  is  expedient  he  should  provide  for 

the  replacmg  of  the  public  property  so  reported  to  be  lost,  to  prevent  a  furthev 
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reference  of  tlie  case  to  the  Commabder  of  tlie  Forces,  the  circumstances  of  whick 
could  in  no  way  bear  him  through  an  explanation  without  animadversion. 

To  Major  Gen.  Brisbane.  Lesaca,  18th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  of  which 

you  are  President,  on  the  trial  of ,  private  soldier  of  the  — 

regt,  for  desertion,  and  your  recommendation  of  him. 

I  would  observe  to  the  Court  that  the  soldiers  tried  by  a  General  Court 
Martial  are  selected,  among  many  criminals,  as  those  whose  crimes  it  is 
expedient  to  punish  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  either  from  the  enormity 
of  the  offence,  or  from  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  committed,  or 
from  the  necessity  of  making  an  example  at  the  moment. 

All  these  objects  are  defeated  by  the  recommendations  in  which  General 
Courts  Martial  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of  indulging  themselves;  and 
their  time  and  attention  in  trying  the  prisoner,  and  mine  in  preparing  the 
charge  and  evidence  for  them,  and  afterwards  in  perusing  and  considering 
their  proceedings,  are  entirely  thrown  away. 

1  have  to  inform  the  General  Court  Martial  that,  for  some  time  past, 
the  number  of  desertions  from  the  army  has  been  enormous,  and  that  no 
reason  whatever  exists  for  it  Examples  of  punishment  are  therefore 
necessary ;  and  it  rests  with  them  to  determine  whether  they  will  or  not 
persist  in  their  recommendation. 

To  J.  C.  Herriei,  Esq.,  Commissary  in  Chief.  Lesaca,  1 8th  Aug.  1813. 

Mr.  Dep.  Commissary  of  Accounts  Dickens  having  applied  to  me  to 
appoint  Messrs.  Arckroyd  and  Jesse  to  act  as  Dep.  Assistants  in  his  de- 
partment, till  the  pleasure  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  should  be  known, 
I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  desire  him  to  refer 
his  recommendation  to  you,  as  I  think  the  service  will  not  suffer  by  the 
delay,  and  you  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  it  is  necessary  to  have  the 
number  of  officers  in  the  Account  department  augmented. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  Messrs.  Arckroyd  and  Jesse  have  been  several 
years  in  the  department,  and  are  reported  to  me  to  be  gentlemen  very 
well  qualified  for  promotion^ 

To  Coh  Tonens,  Military  Secretary.  Lesaca,  18th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  regarding 
Major ,  of  the  —  regt 

Considering  that  Col. is  the  Lieut.  Colonel,  and  Major  the 

Major  of  that  corps,  the has,  in  my  opinion,  the  greatest  merit  for 

being  what  it  is.     In  justice  to  Col. ,  I  must  say  that  he  is  a  most 

gallant  soldier,  and  deserves  my  commendation  for  his  conduct  in  the 
several  actions  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  present  campaign. 

To  Earl  Bothurst  Lesaca,  18th  Aug.  1813. 

The  enemy's  detachment,  un^r  Gen.  Paris,  which  bad  remained  at 
Jaca  since  it  retired  from  the  Ebro,  retired  again  from  that  place  into 
France  on  the  night  of  the  1 1  th.  This  detachment  had  been  attacked  on 
the  1 1th  by  a  detachment  of  the  infantry  of  Gen.  Mina's  division  ;  but  I 
imagine  that  its  retreat  from  Jaca  was  occasioned  by  the  recent  operation* 
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in  this  quarter,  and  by  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  army  in  my  front. 
A  garrison  of  800  men  has  been  left  in  Jaca. 

No  movement  has  been  made  by  the  allied  troops,  nor  any  of  coose- 
qaence  by  the  enemy,  since  my  last  report  I  am  still  waiting  for  the 
ordnance  and  ammunition  to  continue  the  attack  of  San  Sebastian.  I  have 
no  recent  accounts  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck.  I  learn  from 
Gen.  Mina  that  Daroca  surrendered  on  the  1 1th  inst 

To  Earl  Bathiutt  Lemca,  18tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  what  the  Commissary  Gen,  says  upon  Mr.  Sampayo  b^ng 
employed  to  purchase  grain  in  Ireland. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  state.  The  desertion  is  terrible,  and  is  quite 
unaccountable,  particularly  among  the  British  troops.  I  am  not  as- 
tonished that  the  foreigners  should  go,  as  those  who  enUsted  the  foreigners 
for  government  have  taken  them  in  general  from  the  prisons ;  but,  unless 
they  entice  away  the  British  soldiers,  there  is  no  accounting  for  their 
going  in  such  numbers  as  they  do.  Then  we  treat  deserters  in  such  a  manner, 
that  we  have  for  the  last  3  years  got  none  from  the  enemy.  There  are  at 
this  moment  from  800  to  900  in  confinement  at  Lisbon,  who  have  been 
there,  I  believe,  2  years,  because  the  Admiralty  have  given  orders  that 
they  should  not  be  sent  home.  This,  and  enlisting  them  at  Lisbon  for 
Gen.  Campbell's  West  India  corps,  have  cured  the  French  army  of  de- 
serting to  us. 

We  have  not  yet  taken  on  the  strength  the  IGth  and  84th  regts.,  which 
have  arrived.  We  have  taken  on  the  strength,  however,  the  first  300 
recruits  that  arrived. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  by  my  report,  that  we  are  still  waiting  for  the 
battering  train ;  and  we  have  thus  lost  16  days  in  the  month  of  August 
since  I  should  have  renewed  the  attack  upon  San  Sebastian,  if  I  had  had 
the  means.  This  U  a  most  important  period  in  the  campaign,  particularly 
for  the  attack  of  a  place  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  How  we  are  to  attack 
Bayonne  afterwards  I  am  sure  I  don't  know.  A  British  minister  cannot 
have  too  often  under  his  view  the  element  by  which  he  is  surrounded,  and 
cannot  make  his  preparations  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign  at  too 
early  a  x>eriod. 

We  hear  from  France  that  peace  is  concluded.  All  that  I  am  appre- 
hensive of  is,  that  the  Allies  may  be  induced  to  consent  to  a  renewal  of  the 
armistice  ibr  a  lengthened  period  of  time,  in  order  to  finish  the  negotiations 
for  pieace,  by  which  Buonaparte  may  be  enabled  to  detach  a  large  force 
against  us.  I  hope  they  understand  Uiat  if  he  should  do  so,  and  we  should 
by  accident  be  overpowered,  which  I  don't  think  likely,  he  will  not  fulfil 
any.  expectations  of  favorable  terms  which  he  may  have  held  out  to  thenu 

P.S.  We  have  as  yet  no  increase  of  naval  force,  excepting  in  dispatch 
yessehl.  It  is  curious  enough  that  all  the  intelligence  I  have  of  San  Se- 
bastian comes  from  the  French  head  qt&rters,  they  getting  it  by  sea!  I 
have  just  heard  that  a  detachment  of  sapeursy  and  some  medical  men,  have 
arrived  in  the  place ;  and  I  see  Gen.  Key's  account  of  the  assault  in  the 
Journal  de  Paris.* 

*  See  Apptndiz,  No.  X^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  €91 

To  Earl  Bftthont  Lesaca,  IStfa  Aog.  1813. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sir  T.  Graham,  in  which  he  tells  me  that 
he  finds  his  health  so  much  affected  by  the  service  and  the  climate,  that 
it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  heme  in  a  few  weeks.  You  will  be 
the  best  judge  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  any  one  else  out 

To  Col.  Malcolm.  Letaca,  18tfa  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  July.  I  don't  think  I  can  be  of 
much  use  to  you  in  any  way,  and  I  should  imagioe  of  none  in  forwarding 
your  views  upon  Constantinople.  That  Court  is  sometimes  the  seat  of 
important  diplomatic  negotiations,  and,  at  others,  a  sort  of  splendid  retreat 
for  ambassadors.  You  would  be  considered  an  interloper,  by  either  the 
active  or  the  declining  diplomate.  You  had  better  adhere  to  your  objects 
in  India.  Get  into  Parliament,  if  you  can  afford  it;  be  nobody's  man  but 
your  own,  and  you  will  soon  be  known,  and  get  on. 

P^.  I  am  afraid  your  brother  in  law  will  lose  his  leg,  but  he  is  in  good 
health,  and  will  get  a  pension  in  return.  I  have  recommended  him  for 
promotion. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beretford,  K.B.  Lenca,  19th  Aug.  1818,  11  4. v. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  engineer  on  Guetaria.  The  only  question 
that  occurs  to  my  mind  on  the  destruction  of  this  place  itf,  whether  in  the 
winter  there  is  sufficient  water  on  the  island  to  maintain  a  post  which  the 
epemy  might  place  on  it,  when  our  ships  should  leave  the  coast,  and  thus 
prevent  us  from  using  the  harbour,  we  being  in  possession  of  the  main 
land.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  inquiry  made  on  this 
point  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.a  Lesaca,  19th  Aug.  1813,  8  p.m. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from in  regard  to 

his  rank.    I  was  wrong  in  the  decision  which  I  had  made,  and  I  have 

altered  it ;  but  as  it  is  quite  impossible  to  leave  the liable  to  the 

chance  of  being  commanded  even  for  a  day  by  —  ,  in  which  I 

believe  you  concur  with  me,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  remove 
him  from  it. 

To  Sir  R.  H.  Keonedy,  Commisnry  GeneraL  Lesaca,  19th  Aug.  1813. 

I  send  you  the  proceedings  of  another  Court  Martial  in  the  6th  division, 
from  which  you  will  see  how  very  ill  they  were  supplied  during  the 
period  in  which  I  was  induced  to  report  favorably  of  the  Commissariat 
The  proceedings  of  this  Court  Martial  must  go  before  the  Prince  Regent ; 
and  I  am  sure  I  don't  know  what  I  am  to  say  respecting  the  report  in  my 
dispatch. 

llie  deficiency  of  supply  in  the  6th  division  is  certunly  unpardonable. 
Before  the  late  operations,  the  6th  division  were  at  Sumbilla  and  San 
Estevan,  and,  by  common  care  from  the  Commissary,  ought  to  have  had 
several  days'  bread  beforehand  when  the  operations  commenced.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  inquiry  made,  and  report  to  me 
what  the  6th  division  received  on  every  day  from  the  25th  July  to  the 
14th  Aug.,  and  the  cause  of  the  deficiency. 
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To  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lenca,  19th  Aug.  1813,  9  p.m. 

Major  Fremantle  bias  delivered  me  your  letter  of  this  day,  contaiDing 
the  enclosed  paper,  of  which  I  have  kept  a  copy. 

I  wrote  to  England  to  request  that  all  the  infantry  might  be  sent  to 
Pasages,  and  the  cavalry  to  Bilbao;  but  it  appears  Uiat  about  1200  in- 
fantry have  been  put  on  board  the  ships  with  the  horses,  and  are  gone  to 
Bilbao,  which  is  a  great  inconvenience,  as  no  measures  have  been  adopted 
either  to  equip  them  on  their  arrival,  or  to  feed  them  on  their  road  to 
their  regiments  from  Bilbao.  >  I  shall  therefore  be  very  much  obliged  to 
you  if  you  will  take  measures  to  have  this  infantry  transported  by  sea 
from  Bilbao  to  Pasages. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  can  be  done,  either  by  having  them  embarked 
in  the  infantry  transports  which  brought  out  the  76th  and  84th  regts., 
and,  I  conclude,  have  gone  to  Bilbao  to  remove  the  prisoners ;  or  if  these 
should  have  already  sailed  from  Bilbao,  by  sending  to  that  port  the  ships 
in  the  enclosed  list,  which,  having  brought  infantry  only,  must  now  be  at 
Pasages.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  directions 
accordingly. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Q.  M.  G.,  directing  that  the  infantry  now  in 
the  horse  ships  at  Bilbao  may  be  removed  to  the  infantry  ships  which  you 
will  appoint  to  veceive  them. 

To  Don  M.  de  Alara.  LeMca,  19th  Aug.  1813. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  no  boats  have  come  to  the  harbour 
of  Pasages  to  aid  in  the  operations  of  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian;  and 
that  there  are  no  carts  of  the  country  for  this  operation.  I  cannot 
avoid  saying,  and  I  beg  it  may  be  made  known  to  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vinces, that  the  magistrates  have  given  no  assistance  to  enable  me  to 
carry  on  the  operations  which  are  necessary  for  the  deliverance  of  the  pro- 
vince from  the  enemy ;  and  that  I  shall  make  known  my  opinion  of  their 
conduct  to  the  whole  of  Spain. 

I  likewise  lenclose  a  letter  which  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Dunmore, 
in  regard  to  the  assistance  received  from  the  town  of  Vitoria.  The  people 
of  that  town,  and  of  these  provinces,  will  experience  the  difference,  if,  in 
consequence  of  this  want  of  assistance,  I  should  be  obliged  to  abandon 
them  to  the  enemy. 

I  likewise  enclose  you  a  report  which  I  have  received  from  Bilbao, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  have  refused  to  give  us  the  use 
of  the  convents. for  hospitals.  I  beg  that  it  may  be  observed,  that  these 
hospitals  are  required  for  officers  and  soldiers  wounded  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  this  country ;  and  I  trust  that  some  measures  will  be  adopted  to 
oblige  these  magistrates  to  give  the  assistance  required  from  them.  At 
all  events,  I  will  take  care  that  the  whole  country  shall  know  of  their 
conduct. 


Jo  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Grahftm,  K.B.  lanea,  19th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  note  of  6  a.m.  this  morning,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
I  can  do  no  more  about  the  boats  than  I  have  done.     I  have  never  seen 
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matters  otherwise  in  Spain :  there  is  always  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm, 
and  a  great  desire  for  success ;  but  when  exertion  is  called  for,  the  call  is 
never  answered.  I  have  written  to  Gen.  Alavaboth  about  carts  and  boats. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  the  artillery  have  100  carts  of  our  own, 
and  that  Uiere  are  100  more  coming  up  to  Tolosa,  of  which  30  are  arrived 
there,  and  are  applicable  to  this  service.  These  will  do  more  than  the 
300  country  carts  called  for. 

To  the  Conde  de  Fanchal.  Lesaca,  1 9th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  by  Major  Fremantle. 

Capt.  Cardoso  being  a  person  liable  to  trial  in  case  he  should  return  to 
Portugal,  and  being  therefore  in  a  state  of  accusation,  I  don't  think  it 
would  be  deemed  respectful  oji  my  part  towards  the  government  if  I  were 
to  employ  him  in  any  manner  in  the  army.  I  am  very  sorry,  therefore, 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  as  your  Excellency  desires. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Lesaca,  I9th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  3  charges  *  upon  which  I  propose  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Mur- 
ray should  be  tried  before  a  General  Court  Martial ;  the  first  two  founded 
upon  my  instructions,  the  last  upon  Adm.  Hallowell's  letter. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  fourth  charge,  founded  upon  the  enclosed  journal, 
transmitted  to  me  by  Gen.  Copons,  who  commands  the  1st  Spanish  army 
in  Catalonia.  1  doubt,  however,  the  expediency  of  trying  Sir  J.  Murray 
on  this  charge,  as  the  proof  must  rest  a  good  deal  upon  Spanish  evidence ; 
and  it  might  cause  dissensions  between  the  two  armies.     I  request  to 

*  Charges  against  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  John  Murray,  Bart. 
The  charges  drawn  and  preferred  at  the  suggeeiion  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellington. 

let  Charge ;  For  landing,  or  continuing  on  shore  when  landed,  between  the  7th 
and  12th  June,  near  Tarragona,  a  large  quantity  of  heavy  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  stores,  when  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  no  real  benefit  could  be  de- 
rived for  10  01 12  days  as  to  producing  tlie  fall  of  Tarraeona  by  these  means ;  and 
when  he  had  received  information,  which  he  believed,  that  long  before  that  time  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  would  be  near  him ;  and  was  aware  that  the^  siege 
must  then  be  abandoned;  knowing,  at  the  same  time,  the  great  difficulties  and 
danffers  attending  a  sudden  re-embarkation  on  that  coast.  Such  conduct  being 
highly  unmilitary,  and  against  the  spirit  of  his  instructions. 

2d  Charge ;  For  neglect  of  duty  and  disobedience  of  the  express  written  orders 
of  Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  the  Commander  of  His  Majestv's 
forces  in  the  Peninsula,  by  not  re-embanking  the  whole  of  the  forces  under  his 
eommand  after  he  had  determined  to' raise,  and  had  actually  raised  the  siege  of 
Tarragona,  and  returning  to  Valencia,  in  order  to  assist  the  Spanish  armies  in  that 
province  in  securing  the  positions  which  they  might  have  acquired  there. 

The  charge  drawn  upon  the  AdmiraTs  letter  and  statement, 

3d  Charge ;  For  neglect  of  duty  in  hastily  re-embarking  the  forces  under  his 
command  without  any  previous  preparation  or  arrangement,  and  thus  precipitately 
and  unnecessarily  abandoning  a  considerable  quantity  of  artillery,  stores,  and 
ammunition,  about  the  12th  June,  1813,  near  Tarragona,  when  he  was  so  far  from 
being  compelled  to  this  degrading  measiure  by  the  unmediate  approach  of  any 
superior  force,  or  by  any  other  sufficient  cause,  that  by  due  zeal,  firmness,  and 
exertion,  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  might  have  been  embarked  in  safety, 
Adm.  Hallowell   who  was  at  that  time  on  duty  on  tlie  station,  engaging  to  cfleci 
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haTe  your  Lordship's  orders  regarding  these  duurges,  and  that  yoa  will 
return  the  enclosed  pcqpers  from  Gen.  Copons. 

To  Karl  Bathunt.  Lenca,  I9th  Aug.  1813. 

1  learn  from  Sir  T.  Graham,  that  the  Sparrow  arrived  from  England 
at  Pasi^es  last  night,  haying  sailed  on  the  10th.  She  spoke  the  Prendemt 
in  the  offing  with  a  convoy  of  ordnance  store  ships ;  hut  there  are  no  ac» 
counts  of  any  increase  of  die  naval  force  on  this  coast;  and  Sir  T.  Grahaai 
informs  me  that  Lord  Keith  had  told  him  that  he  had  recommended  that 
a  line  of  hattle  ship  nnght  he  sent  to  this  coast,  but  had  received  no 
answer,  and  that  nothing  was  left  to  his  discretion.  I  beg  leave  again  to 
bring  under  your  Lordship's  view,  in  an  official  form,  a  representatiom 
of  the  inconveniences  and  disadvantages  under  which  the  army  is  carrying 
on  its  operations,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  an  adequate  naval  ibrc^ 
on  this  coast 

The  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  Lisbon  and  other  ports  in  Portugal,  and 
from  Coruna,  are  delayed  for  want  of  convoy ;  the  maritime  blockade  of 
San  Sebastian  is  not  kept  at  all ;  the  enemy  have  a  constant  communica- 
tion with  San  Sebastian  from  St  Jean  de  Luz  and  Bayonne ;  and  they 
have  introduced,  besides  supplies  of  different  kinds,  reinforcements  to  the 
garrison  of  artillerymen  and  sapewrty  and  some  officers  b^onging  to  the 
medical  department  The  fact  of  the  communication  between  San  Sebas- 
tian and  the  ports  of  France  is  notorious  to  the  whole  world ;  as  Gen.  Key's 
report  of  the  assault  of  the  25th  July  has  been  jHibli^ed  in  the  French 
newspapers. 

the  same.    Such  conduct  being  highly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  service,  and  detri^ 
menial  to  the  Britbh  military  character. 

A  charge  drawn  from  the  statement  of  Gen.  Copons  and  Gen,  MurrayU  own  Utters^ 
swhmkted  hut  not  prrferred  hy  the  Marquis  of  WeUingtotL 
4th  Charge ;  For  a  series  of  irresolute,  indecisive,  and  vacillating  conduct,  fitm 
the  3d  to  the  17th  June,  not  tending  to  any  of  the  main  objects  oi  his  instnictiQiis  ; 
more  particularly,  by  continuing  the  siege  of  Tamgona,  and  at  the  same  tune 
determining  to  attack  that  part  of  the  French  forces  marching  Irom  Bareelona^ 
after  he  had  heard  of  Marshal  Suchet's  approach ;  and  afterwards  precipitately 
abandoning  both  these  objects^  with  the  loss  of  his  artillery,  anmiumtioB,  and  stores  ; 
at  the  same  time  withdrawing,  about  &e  12th  June,  a  part  of  the  j^glish  forces 
whi<^  were  stationed  as  an  appui  to  Gen.  Cc^Mms,  with  whom  he  was  acting,  without 
giving  him  previous  notice,  and  leaving  that  General,  then  under  his  command^ 
without  explicit  orders  or  instructions,  or  any  information  as  to  two  Spanish  batta- 
lions belonging  to  the  Ist  Spanish  army,  whidi  were  at  the  Coll  de  calagner,  bn^ 
recommending  hhn  to  come  and  join  him,  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray,  on  the  vety  day 
he  began  to  embark.  And  further,  by  again  landing  his  infantry  at  the  Coll  de 
BaJaguer,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  part  of  Marshal  Suchet's  force,  contrary  to 
his  instructions,  and  ttie  causes  of  his  former  hasty  re-embarkation  remaining  the 
same.  At  the  same  time  ordering  Gen.  Copons,  who  was  Uien  no  stronger  than 
he  had  been  (and  to  whom  he  had  but  just  before  written  to  do  the  best  he  could 
for  his  own  safety),  first,  to  watch  Marshal  Suchet  on  the  artillery  road ;  then,  if 
he  could  not  join  him  in  giving  battle  (which  he  before  thought  impracticable),  to 
try  and  cut  <«  his  resources,  and  again,  afterwards,  to  try  and  detain  the  Barce* 
lona  force ;  and,  finally,  when  Gen.  C<^ns  was  attempting  to  perform  this  opera- 
tion, and  in  part  succeeding,  by  waitinff  a  whole  day  m  expectation  of  an  attack 
from  this  same  Barcelona  force,  and  men  suddenly  abanaoning  the  whole  plan 
and  determining  to  re-embark,  without  giving  any  notice  to  Gen.  Ci^pons  of  thia 
further  hasty  change  of  operations. 
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In  the  attack  of  a  maritime  place,  some  assistance  has  generally  been 
received  by  the  army  from  the  navy ;  but  the  naval  force  on  this  coast  is 
too  weak  to  give  us  any  of  the  description  we  require,  and  for  the  want 
of  which  we  shall  now  be  much  ^stressed.  The  soldiers  are  obliged  to 
work  in  Uie  transports  to  unload  the  vessels,  because  no  seamen  can  be 
famished ;  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  use  the  harbour  boats  of  Pasages, 
navigated  by  women,  in  landing  the  ordnance  and  stores,  because  there 
was  no  navsd  force  to  supply  us  with  the  assistance  which  we  should  have 
required  in  boats*  These  harbour  boats  being  light,  and  of  a  weak  con-i 
struction,  have  many  of  them  been  destroyed ;  and  we  shall  be  put  to 
much  inconvenience,  and  there  will  be  great  delay  from  the  want  of  boats 
In  the  further  operations  of  the  siege ;  and  tlie  soldiers  are  obliged  to  load 
tod  unload  the  boats,  t^e  women  who  navigate  them  being  unequal  to  the 
labor.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  if  we  had  a  sufficient  naval  force,  we  might, 
if  the  weather  permitted,  make  an  attack  from  the  sea  at  the  same  time 
that  we  should  make  the  attack  upon  the  breaches  in  the  walls.  This 
attack  would,  at  all  events,  divide  the  enemy's  attention ;  and  would  pro- 
bably prevent  much  of  the  loss  in  the  assault  of  the  breaches,  if  it  did  not 
tend  to  insure  the  success  of  the  assault 

I  also  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  an  official  communi- 
cation of  my  opinion  that  material  advantage  would  be  gained  by  im- 
peding the  coasting  trade  called  cabotage,  between  the  Garonne  and 
Bayonne,  and  St  Jean  de  Luz.  The  enemy  would  then  be  obliged  to 
use  the  land  transport  of  the  country  in  collecting  his  magazines  on  the 
Adour,  by  which  the  collection  of  store  magazines  would  be  much  delayed, 
if  their  collection  to  any  great  extent  could  be  at  all  effected ;  and  the 
distress  occasioned  by  the  war,  and  its  consequent  unpopularity  in  France, 
would  be  considerably  increased.  But  the  naval  force  off  this  coast 
being  unequal  even  to  the  blockade  of  San  Sebastian,  cannot  be  supposed 
equal  to  the  effectual  blockade  of  the  coast  between  the  Garonne  and 
Bayonne. 

I  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of  troubling  government  with  requisi- 
tions for  force,  but  have  always  carried  on  the  service  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  with  that  which  has  been  placed  at  my  disposal ;  and  if  the  navy 
of  Great  Britain  cannot  afford  more  than  one  frigate  and  a  few  brigs  and 
cutters,  fit  and  used  only  to  carry  dispatches,  to  co-operate  with  this  army 
in  the  siege  of  a  maritime  place,  the  possession  of  which,  before  the  bad 
season  commences,  is  important  to  the  army  as  well  as  to  the  navy,  I  must 
be  satisfied,  and  do  the  best  I  can  without  such  assistance ;  but  T  hope 
your  Lordship  will  let  me  know  positively  whether  I  am,  or  not,  to  have 

any  further  assistance  in  naval  means. 

# 

To  Eaii  Bathmst  Lesaca,  19Ui  Aug.  1813. 

I  write  to  Mr.  Smith  by  this  occasion,  to  beg  him  to  buy  for  me  Cas- 
•ini's  Map  of  France,  and  likewise  a  map  which  it  is  said  he  has  published 
of  the  Pyrenees.  As  I  understand  these  maps  are  very  scarce,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  your  Lordship  if  you  will  assist  him  with  the  influence  of 
government  in  procuring  them,  as  it  is  very  desirable  that  I  should  have 
them. 
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Tht  A,G,  to  Mqfor  Burton^  Fitaria,  WHh  Aug.  1613. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  ascertain  what  quantity  of  c^tared  French  clothing 
now  remains  in  store  at  Vitoria,  as  his  Excellenc;^  the  Marquis  of  Wellington 
has  decided  on  living  the  clothing  of  that  description,  whatever  may  be  its 
amount,  to  the  cosposal  of  Gen.  Mina,  of  the  Spanish  service.  You  are  to 
make  any  communication  you  may  esteem  necessary  to  the  Spanish  Governor  or 
auUiorities,  to  insure  that  the  pleasure  of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  on  this 
subject  be  fully  complied  with ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  me,  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  the  measures  taken  on  this  subject  and  the  probable  result  of 
them.  Directions  have  been  issued  through  the  Chief  of  the  Spanish  Staff  that  att 
application  should  be  made  to  you  to  the  purpose  above  stated* 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.R  Lesaca,  20th  Avg.  1813. 

I  have  just  received  your  note  of  6J^  p.m.  of  last  night.  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  represent  to  Capt.  Otway  the  state 
of  the  naval  blockade  of  San  Sebastian.  The  enemy  have  a  daily  inter- 
course with  the  place.  This  is  obvious,  not  only  from  the  informatioa 
which  I  have,  but  from  the  publication  in  the  Paris  papers  of  Key's  ac- 
count of  the  assault  of  the  25th  of  last  month.  I  hear  that  besides  sup- 
plies they  have  sent  into  the  place  artillerymen,  sapeurs^  and  officers  of 
the  medical  staff;  and  in  fiict  they  may  send  what  they  please. 

But  besides  the  blockade,  the  navy  in  general  give  some  assistance  in 
the  attack  of  a  maritime  place  in  those  parts  of  the  labor  of  the  servicf 
to  which  seamen  are  more  accustomed ;  such  as  in  loading  and  unloading 
boats,  and  in  the  boats  themselves.  The  assistance  of  a  naval  force  im 
the  siege  of  San  Sebastian  is  most  important;  but  it  must  be  obvious^ 
that  with  all  Sir  G.  Collier's  zeal,  one  frigate  can  do  nothing  in  those  ways* 

I  say  nothing  about  the  relative  state  of  the  enemy's  naval  force  and 
that  of  His  Majesty  on  this  coast;  but  I  believe  that  the  enemy  are  super 
rior,  and  can  drive  off  Sir  George  whenever  they  please ;  nor  do  I  advert 
to  other  services,  which  it  is  most  desirable  should  be  performed  by  the 
navy  in  aid  of  the  army ;  but  I  must  say  we  have  not  the  assistance  we 
ought  to  have,  and  which  every  other  army  has  had,  in  the  attack  of  this 
place,  which  it  is  most  important  to  the  army  and  navy  to  get  possession 
of  before  the  bad  season  commences.  I  believe  you  concur  with  me  in 
thinking  that  if  we  had  sufficient  naval  means,  and  the  weather  should  be 

O.  O.  Le«am,  SOth  Aug.  181S. 

1.  At  a  General  Court  Martial,  held  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  and  in  pursuance  of  an  order, 
&&,  ftc,  seneant ,  of  the  5th  batt.  —  regt.,  was  arraigned  upon  the  following  diaige : 

The  Court  having  maturely  and  deliberately  weighed  and  considered  the  evidence  pro- 
duced on  the  fMirt  of  the  prosecution,  as  well  as  what  the  prisoner  has  offered  in  delence^ 
are  of  opinion  tiiat  he,  the  prisoner,  Serjeant  ^— ,  5th  batt.  —  regt.,  is  guilty  of  the  charge 
preferred  against  him,  viz.  ;  *  For  deserting  from  hit  battalion  towards  the  enemy,  on  or 
about  the  17th  Nov.  1812,  near  San  Mtmos,  and  being  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  a  French 
seneant  when  taken  prisonV*  at  Vitoria  after  the  battle,*  in  breach  of  the  Articles  of  War  ; 

and  the  Court  do,  by  virtue  of  the  said  Articles,  sentence  him,  the  prisoner,  serjeaut ^ 

of  the  5th  batt  —  regt,  to  he  shot  to  death,  At  such  time  and  place  as  his  Exmlency  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  may  be  pleased  to  direct. 

Which  opinion  and  sentence  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces. 

2.  The  sentence  of  the  General  Court  Martial  on  the  trial  of  serjeaut ,  of  the  5th 

batt  —  regt,  is  to  be  carried  into  execution  on  the  22d  Aug.  in  front  of  the  lines  of  the 
6th  division  of  infantry,  under  the  direction  of  the  Assist  Provost  Marshal  attached  to  the 
3d  division,  in  presence  of  such  troops  of  the  6th  division,  and  the  5th  batt  — >  regt,  as 
can  be  conveniently  assembled,  to  be  j^araded  for  that  purpose. 
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fair  when  the  asstult  should  be  made,  great  assiatance  would  be  derived 
Arom  an  attack  on  the  sea  front  of  the  castle.  But  this  attack  cannot  be 
made  without  great  naval  assistance.  Under  these  circumstances,  Capt« 
Otway  will  judge  whether  he  ought  or  can  stay.  I  think  it  but  fair,  how* 
ever,  to  inform  him,  that  for  the  last  year  I  have  represented  to  govern- 
ment the  inadequacy  of  the  naval  force  on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal; and  that,  since  I  crossed  the  Ebro,  and  particularly  in  the  last  8 
months,  not  an  opportunity  has  been  missed  of  bringing  the  subject  dis- 
tinctly under  the  view  of  the  Sec.  of  State. 

To  Lieut  G«D.  Sir  T.  Gimham,  K3.  Leiaca,  aOth  Aug.  1813. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  note  of  last  night  which  relates  to  the 
eqfuipments^  I  have  to  mention,  that  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  begin  by 
using  our  own  equipment,  leaving  that  of  Cuxhaven  entire  till  we  shall 
require  assistance  from  it. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Wellesley,  K3.  Leiaca,  20th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th.  You  will  see  that  we  have  had 
hard  and  warm  work  here  in  the  last  8  or  10  days.  The  French  have 
lost  immense  numbers  of  men.  Col.  Cruquenbourg  is  not  yet  arrived, 
and  I  know  nothing  of  the  intentions  of  the  Spanish  government.  I 
trust,  however,  that  my  last  letter  will  have  enabled  you  to  make  the 
Spanish  government  and  the  leading  members  of  the  Ck>rte8,  and  the 
Minister  at  War,  acquainted  with  my  way  of  thinking  regarding  Gen. 
Castanos'  removal 

The  agreement  made  with  me  does  not  contain  a  word  about  removing 
officers  from  their  stations  by  the  government.  They  have  a  full  right 
to  remove  them  when  they  please,  and  to  refuse  to  listen  to  any  remon- 
strance which  I  may  make  in  their  favor,  or  to  give  me  any  reason  for 
removing  them.  They  ought,  however,  to  communicate  the  order  for 
removal  through  me.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  astonished  that 
the  Minister  at  War,  having  found  it  so  easy  to  remove  Gen.  Castanos, 
finds  any  difficulty  in  removing  the  Duque  del  Parque  if  he  has  given 
dissatisfaction  to  the  government. 

This  is  not  the  case,  however,  with  regard  to  appointments.  The 
agreement  with  me  is  clear  upon  this  point;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  day 
that  passes  in  which  it  is  not  broken  by  the  government.  I  am  astonished 
that  the  Minister  at  War  should  have  said,  that  the  existing  Regents 
could  agree  only  to  what  had  been  directed  by  the  Cortes ;  and  that  they 
could  not  confirm  any  agreement  made  by  their  predecessors.  This  is 
quite  a  new  principle  of  government,  which  I  am  convinced  it  cannot  be 
intended  to  put  in  practice.  If  it  is,  the  changes  in  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment are  much  more  important  to  those  who  have  any  concerns  with  it 
than  we  were  before  aware  of.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  this  ground  is 
not  only  imtenable  in  principle,  but  in  fact ;  and  I  enclose  you  a  letter  in 
which  you  will  see  that  the  existing  government  have,  after  full  consi- 
deration,  confirmed  all  the  agreements  made  witli  me  by  their  predeces- 
sors.    The  Minister  at  War,  therefore,  must  have  been  misinformed. 

In  regard  to  an  alteration  in  what  was  agreed  to  with  me,  I  acknow- 
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ledge  thfti  I  don't  see  how  it  can  be  altered,  so  as^  to  enaUe  me  to  bott 
the  command  with  advantage  to  the  public,  or  honor  to  mjaell  Indeed 
matters  cannot  go  on  much  longer  as  thej  are :  either  I  must  possess 
the  confidence  and  the  support  of  the  goremment,  and  of  the  Minister  at 
War,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  agreement  with  me,  or  I  must 
resign  the  command  of  the  army ;  notwithstanding  ih»  conseqnmiees,  of 
which  I  am  as  wdil  aware  as  any  man.  I  b^,  however,  that  you  will 
tell  the  gendemen  at  Cadiz,  that  if  I  am  obliged  to  take  this  step,  I  will 
do  it  in  the  manner  which  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  them,  and  least 
injurious  to  the  public  service;  and  that  I  shall  continue,  as  I  have 
always  done  to  this  moment,  to  serve  the  cause  zealously. 

P.S.  Observing  upon  the  insolent  letter  stated  to  have  been  written  ta 
the  government  by  the  Duque  del  Parque,  I  should  wish  to  know  why 
they  correspond  widi  him.  Their  agreement  with  me  is  clear  upon  thii 
point ;  viz.,  that  all  reports,  applications,  &c.,  from  the  army,  and  all  thdt 
orders  and  instructions  to  the  army,  are  to  come  through  me.  I  will  en- 
gage that  the  Duque  del  Parque  will  not  write  me  an  insolent  letter,  nor 
send  me  one  to  be  forwarded  to  the  government ;  if  he  did  once,  he  would 
not  a  second  time.  But  I  never  yet  heard  of  a  government,  or  of  any 
other  authority,  that  departed  from  the  established  order  of  communica- 
tion, that  did  not  suffer  in  its  authority  from  such  deviation. 

While  talking  to  the  government  and  leaders  of  the  Ck>rtes  upon  this 
subject,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  point  out  to  them 
the  necescity  of  adopting  some  measures  to  subsist  their  armies,  which 
are  now  maintained  principally  from  my  magazines,  but  which  I  neither 
can  nor  will  maintain  any  longer.  I  know  that  a  great  deal  could  be 
done  to  set  all  this  matter  right ;  but  I  will  do  nothing  till  1  know  that  I 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  government,  and  that  what  I  shall  do  will  be 
approved  of;  and  till  the  little  jealousy  which  pervades  the  government 
disappears.  . 

Since  the  present  Minister  at  War  has  been  in  office,  1  am  quite  certain 
that  I  have  not  brought  to  a  conclusion  any  one  point  referred  to  him. 

To  Lieut  GeiL  Sir  T.  Graham,  R.B.  Lesaca,  21tt  Aug.  1813L 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  20th,  and  have  written  to  Sir  G.  Collier, 

and  have  sent  a  letter  for  Lord  Keith  containing  one  for  Lord  Melville. 
I  have  ordered  2  brigades  of  artillery  to  Tolosa,  that  attached  to  the 

3d  and  that  to  the  4th  divisions;  they  are  at  Dickson's  service. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  LeMea,  31it  Aug.  1813, 11  a.k. 

I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  your  letter  regarding  Gen.  Morillo's 
wants,  and  I  have  sent  to  the  General  officer,  commanding  the  4th  army, 
to  desire  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  supply  him  with  the  mules  he 
wants.  In  regard  to  cavalry,  I  don't  believe  he  wants  any  now;  when  he 
does,  1  will  take  care  he  shall  have  iU 

To  Ueut  CoL  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  Bart,  R.E.  LeMca,  31tt  Aug.  1813, 1^  p^. 

I  am  desirous  that  some  measures  should  be  adopted  to  strengthen  our 
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position  in  front,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Irun,  upon  which  I  wish 
that  the  officers  of  engineers  may  be  employed.  I  mean  that  the  first 
line  on  the  right  should  rest  upon  the  Tallej  of  Andarra,  ai^  should 
occupy  the  heights  on  which  the  conyent  of  San  Marcial  stands.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  that  this  ground  will  require  any  works  in  its  front  ex*- 
cepting  breastworks,  abattis,  and  musketry  posts,  which  the  troops  on  the 
ground  will  construct.  There  should  be  a  closed  battery  on  the  left  of 
this  ground  immediately  aboTe  the  bridge,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  working  to  repair  the  bridge,  or  to  lay  down  another,  till  those 
heights  should  be  carried.  There  should  likewise  be  2  redoubts  in  rear 
of  the  right,  each  fbr  300  men,  on  2  points  which  Capt.  Todd  of  thi^ 
Staff  corps  will  point  out,  in  order  io  command  die  access  to  this  ground, 
and  to  secure  the  retreat  from  it  on  this  side. 

In  the  rear  of  these  heights  there  is  another  range,  also  on  the  right  of 
the  high  road  and  of  Irun,  looking  to  the  Bidasoa,  on  which  it  is 
necessary  that  some  works  should  be  constructed,  connecting  it  with  the 
town  of  Irun,  Capt  Todd.will  show  the  spot  for  these  works^  as  also 
for  one  on  a  height  in  the  rear  of  the  town  of  Irun.  Major  Smi^  of  the 
Royal  Engineers  will  show  where  I  wish  works  to  b^  constructed  between 
the  town  and  Fuenterrabia  and  the  sea,  which  will  be  the  left  of  the  two 
lines  above  described. 

The  second  line  to  this  position  is  the  line  of  heights  extending  from 
the  Peiia  de  Aya  on  the  right  to  the. Monte  Jaitzquibel  on  the  left;  and 
Major  Smith  will  point  out  where  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  some 
works  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Pena  de  Aya,  to  cov^  the  roads  leading 
from  the  valley  of  the  Bidasoa  towards  Irun  and  Oyarzun,  upon  which  I 
beg  you  to  communicate  with  the  Q.  M.  G. 

As  soon  as  the  ground  shall  be  looked  at  and  marked  out,  and  you 
shall  make  a  calculation  of  the  number  of  men  you  will  require  at  each 
work,  I  will  order  parties  for  you.  They  will  generally  be  Spaniards^ 
but  I  should  hope  that  by  paying  them,  tasking  them,  and  overlooking 
them  well,  we  shall  get  on  with  the  works. 

Au  G^B.  Don  M.  Freyie.  Lenca,  c«  31  Aoftt,  1813. 

J'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  20.  Votre  Excellence 
observera  que  j'ai  une  grande  arm<^e  Anglaise  et  Portugaise  k  nourrir,  et 
que  les  moyens  de  transport  appartenant  k  I'armi^  sont  employcfs  au  sit^ge 
de  San  St^bastien,  aucun  moyen  n'ayant  4tii  donn<^  pour  ce  service  par  le 
pays. 

Vous  observerez  aussi  que,  dans  les  demi^res  6  semaines,  j'ai  donn^ 
60,000  rations  de  biscuit  aux  3  divisions  du  centre  de  la  4^^  arm<$e,  outre 
la  radon  joumaliere  k  la  division  du  Gc^nc^ral  Xionga,  et  130,000  rations 
de  biscuit  k  I'Arm^  de  lUserve  de  I'Andalousie.  Ces  secours  en  pain 
sont  outre  la  viande  sahSe,  et  outre  la  paye  pour  5  divisions  de  la  4*^ 
arm^,  et  pour  la  gamison  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  et  25,000  duros  pour  la 
division  de  Longa,  sans  compter  Targent  pour  I'Arnu^  de  R<berve  d^ 
rAndahnisie. 

11  parMtrait  par  tout  ceci  que,  si  le  territoire  de  la  4">®  armt^  x>eut 
doBner  qnelque  chose  pour  son  maintien,  i1  n'a,  au  moins  jusqu'li  pn$« 
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sent,  donn<^  rien ;  et  que  vou8  seriez  mieux  sans  Intendant  et  employes  de 
Hacienda. 

Cependant  je  peux  vous  assurer  qu'autant  que  je  pourrai  je  donnermi 
de  Paide  aux  arm^  Espagnoles ;  et  je  vous  envoie  k  pr^nt  un  ordre 
8ur  1e  magasin  de  Tolosa  pour  25,000  livres  de  riz,  et  sur  celui  de  Vitoria 
pour  lOOyOOO  livres  de  biscuit 

C'est  tout  cc  que  je  peux  faire ;  et  j'espfere  que  vous  ferez  travailler 
votre  Intendant  de  mani^re  que  vous  n'aurez  plus  d'occasion  de  venir  aux 
magasins  des  tStrangers,  qui  devraient  plut6t  avoir  recours  aux  vdtres. 

To  Adm.  Lord  Keith,  K.B.  hernc^  2ltt  Aug.  1 S13L 

I  did  not  trouble  you  with  an  answer  to  your  letter,  because  I  had 
nothing  to  tell  you  deserving  your  attention  which  you  would  not  have 
heard  from  other  quarters,  and  indeed  the  same  reason  exists  for  not 
troubling  you  at  present ;  but  having  just  heard  that  a  vessel  is  going  off 
to  you,  and  having  to  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  to  Lord  Melville,  I 
write  you  a  few  lines  to  thank  you  for  your  former  letter,  and  to  express 
my  b€»t  wishes  for  your  success. 
I  beg  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  my  old  friend  Malcolm. 

To  Vim.  Melville^  Fint  Lord  of  the  Admirdty.  LeMca,  31ft  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  July.  I  don't  know  what  Sir 
C.  Stuart  has  written  to  government  regarding  want  of  naval  means  on 
the  Lisbon  station.  What  I  have  written  has  been  founded  upon  my  own 
sense  of  the  want  of  naval  assistance  on  this  coast,  as  well  as  on  the  coast 
of  Portugal ;  and  I  assure  you  that  I  neither  know  nor  care  what  has 
passed,  or  may  pass,  in  Parliament  or  in  the  newspapers  on  the  subject. 

I  complain  of  an  actual  want  of  necessary  naval  assistance  and  co- 
operation with  the  army,  of  which  I  believe  no  man  will  entertain  a  doubt 
who  reads  the  facts  stated  in  my  reports  to  government  I  know  nothing 
about  the  cause  of  the  evil ;  it  may  be  owing  to  a  general  deficiency  of 
naval  force  for  all  the  objects  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  attend  in  an 
extended  system  of  war.  It  may  be  owing  to  a  proper  preference  of  other 
services  over  this,  or  it  may  be  owing  to  the  inapplication  of  the  force 
intrusted  to  their  command  by  the  Admirals  and  Captains.  I  state  the 
fact,  which  nobody  will  deny;  and  leave  it  to  government  to  apply  a 
remedy  or  not,  as  they  may  Uiink  proper,  hoping  only  that  they  will  let 
me  know  whether  they  propose  to  apply  a  remedy  or  not 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  whole,  or  any  part 
of  the  navy,  being  employed  in  expeditions  against  the  French  and 
American  ports,  if  government  think  that  policy  preferable  to  that  which 
they  have  followed  lately.  I  may  entertain  an  opinion  upon  the  subject; 
but  as  the  Commander  of  the  army,  I  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  say 
one  word  on  the  subject,  any  more  than  I  shall  regarding  the  deficiency 
of  the  naval  means  to  assist  us  as  we  ought  to  be  assisted  by  the  navy^, 
when  I  shall  know  from  government  that  they  don't  propose  to  give  ui 
any  more.  It  will  then  remain  for  me  to  see  whether  the  service  can  be 
carried  on  during  the  winter,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  delays  and 
disappointments  to  which  we  are  now  liable,  from  the  want  of  secori^ 
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for  vessels  to  sail  on  the  coast  singly,  and  from  the  want  of  convoys  for 
them  to  sail  together,  and  to  report  to  government  if  I  should  6nd  it 
cannot. 

I  heg  to  observe  that  the  circumstances  of  the  coast  of  Portugal  are 
very  different  from  those  of  the  Channel,  in  regard  to  the  facilities  which 
the  enemy  has  of  interrupting  the  communication ;  and  it  is  for  many 
reasons  much  more  easy  to  guard.  The  inconveniences  also  to  which  the 
public  service  is  exposed,  from  the  want  of  the  secure  navigation  of  the 
coast  of  Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  navy,  are  of  a  far  greater  magnitude 
than  those  suffered  by  the  want  of  security  on  the  coasts  of  the  Channel. 
If  the  insecurity  should  be  of  any  considerable  duration  in  point  of  time, 
it  will  affect  the  army  in  its  bread  and  com ;  and  the  truth  is,  that  the 
delay  of  any  one  ship  affects  the  operations  of  the  army,  as  I  assure  you 
that  we  have  not  more  of  any  thing  than  we  want;  and  the  delay  or  loss  of 
some  particular  ships,  loaded  with  ordnance  or  military  stores,  would  go 
hi  to  impede  all  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  For  instance,  we  have 
done  literally  nothing  since  the  2d  Aug.,  because  there  was  a  mistake 
regarding  the  preparation  of  an  ordnance  equipment,  which  was  after- 
wards delayed  by  contrary  winds ;  and  the  delay  for  want  of  convoy,  or 
capture  on  the  coast,  of  a  vessel  having  on  board  ammunition  or  stores, 
commonly  called  camp  equipments,  would  just  stop  the  operations  of  the 
army  till  the  ammunition  or  stores  could  be  replaced.  For  this  reason,  I 
acknowledge  that  I  should  differ  with  you  in  thinking  this  the  last  point 
to  be  attended  to.  Allowing  for  the  partiality  I  may  be  supposed  to  feel 
for  it,  I  should  think  that,  considering  the  expense  already  incurred  by 
keeping  this  army  in  the  field,  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  cramp  their 
operations  by  leaving  their  maritime  communications  insecure. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  facts,  as  they  will  come  before  you 
from  another  quarter.  And  I  believe  nobody  will  deny,  that  either  we 
have  not  sufficient  naval  means,  or  that  they  are  misapplied.  But  besides 
these  fiftcts,  I  assure  you  that  there  is  not  an  hour  in  the  day  in  which 
some  statement  does  not  come  before  me  of  the  inconvenience  resulting 
from  the  want  of  naval  means ;  and  even  while  writing  Uiis  letter  the 
Commissary  Gen.  has  been  here  to  complain  that  his  empty  provision  ships 
are  detained  at  Santander  for  want  of  convoy ! 


To  Capt.  Sir  G.  CoUier,  R.N.  Lamco,  2lit  Aug.  1813,  i 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  two  letters  from  you,  dated  the  20th, 
one  at  3  p.m.  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  19th  regarding  the  disposal  of  the 
transports  which  brought  to  Pasages  the  85th,  and  the  recruits  for  the 
infantry. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  4000  prisoners  at  Bilbao,  instead 
of  2800,  which  number  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  Uth;  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  make  provision  accordingly  to  send  them 
to  England. 

I  beg  you  will  decide  regarding  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  Lieut 
Delafons  for  the  service. 

Adverting  to  the  increased  difficulties  of  the  bar  of  Bilbao,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  will  be  expedient  in  future  to  order  all  vessels  in  the  first  in- 
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stance  to  Santander,  and  thence  to  bring  them  as  wanted  to  Oteteia,  where 
they  could  remam  till  thej  could  be  received  in  Pusagee.  None  ahould 
enter  Bilbao  excepting  those  of  so  light  a  draught  of  water  as  that  thej 
could  come  eut  at  high  water  at  all  times.  It  is  my  opinion  that  as  long 
as  the  enemy  remain  in  Laredo^  the  fishing  vessels  of  that  port  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  go  to  sea. 

In  regard  to  the  services  of  the  President,  RivohaUoimaire^  &c.,  and  the 
general  naval  means  cm  this  coast  and  the  coast  of  Portugal,  I  enclose  an 
extract  of  my  last  letter  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  which  will  make  known  to 
you  my  opinion  on  all  the  points  adverted  to  in  the  dispatch  from  Lord 
Keith. 


To  Capt  Sir  Q.  Collier,  R.N.  Lawa,  Uit  Ang.  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  private  lettef  of  the  20th,  I  have  to  thank  you  lor 
the  newspaper.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  contain  any  thing  regarding 
the  operations  of  the  siege  to  which  any  body  can  object.  I  reply  to  you 
officially  regarding  naval  reinforcements. 

Tht  A.Q.  to  Dr.  M^Grigtr,  InsptcUr  Gmerul  rf  hotpiiak.  31st  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  laid  vour  letter  of  the  9th  inst.  and  enclosures  from  Dr.  Dickson  before 
the  Marqub  of  Wellington.  In  both  the  letters  enclosed,  the  Purveyor  seems  to 
solicit  the  establishment  of  a  general  rule  fbr  a  periodical  clearing  of  the  pack 
stores  at  stations,  without  reference  to  head  quarters.  The  Commander  of  the 
Forces  has  decided  not  to  accede  to  such  an  arrangement  eitlier  in  regard  to  the 
soldiers',  the  ColoneFs,  or  government  property. 

By  the  2d  Art.  of  the  19th  sectiou  of  the  Articles  of  War  the  property  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  who  die  or  are  kiUed  in  the  service  is  directed 
to  be  sold*  and  the  produce  to  be  applied,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  dischaige  of 
regimental  debts,  and  the  balance  alter  remaining  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymaster. 

To  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  above  article,  the  property  of  soldiers  who  die  at 
Stations  distant  from  theur  corps  should  be  offered  at  public  sale,  and  the  Purveyor 
who  at  the  time  is  possessed  of  the  property  of  the  deceased  should  account  for  the 
produce  of  the  sale.  There  can  he  no  objection  to  such  sale  taking  place  period- 
ically, as  on  the  Ist  of  each  month.  An  officer  of  each  division  should  be  present, 
and  the  Assist.  Provost  of  tlie  station  should  always  attend. 

To  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  mistakes  as  those  alluded  to  in  Dr.  Dickson's 
fetter  of  the  27th  Jan.  1813,  between  the  soldiers',  or  Colonel's,  or  govern- 
ment property,  a  schedule  of  what  may  properly  be  disposed  of  for  the  soldier*8 
benefit,  or  be  retained  on  the  Colonel's  or  public  account  tUl  ordered  out  of  store, 
is  herewith  sent.  It  is  very  probable  tliat  part  of  the  property  offered  for  sale 
may  not  be  purchased;  in  such  cases  the  articles  left  must  be  returned  into 
store,  and  there  remain  apart  till  a  board  shall  decide  on  the  expediency  of  de- 
stroying: the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  articles,  and  the  board,  so  to  be  empowered 
to  deciae,  must  be  appointed  firom  this  office.  The  Colonel's  property  of  accoutre- 
BMnts  and  government  property  of  arms  are  to  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions, 
and  are  not  to  be  transferred  from  the  Purveyor's  to  the  Ordnance  responsibility 
without  his  Excellency's  specific  authority. 

7^  jt.G.  to  Capt.  Swain,  Bilbao,  21st  Aug.  18ia 

Bjr  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.  I  observe  you  state  that  the  hospital  duties  are 
frimished  by  the  detachmenU  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Col.  Marston.  I 
qnust  request  a  more  explicit  report  on  this  subject,  as  I  do  not  know  what  de- 
tachments could  possibly  come  under  the  command  of  a  member  of  the  Q.  M.  G.'s 
department,  though  subject  to  his  interference,  if  such  should  have  been  expedient, 
and  distincdy  to  receive  marching  orders  trom  him.  Be  pleased  to  mention  whe- 
ther the  detachments  to  which  you  alluded  have  been  noticed  in  any  of  year 
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returns ;  if  not,  witere  those  returns  have  been  sent,  who  signed  the  returns^  and 
who  may  be  the  senior  duty  officer. 

In  future  you  are  to  consider  it  one  of  your  attentions  to  notice  all  detachments 
of  British  troops  arriving  at  or  remaining  at  Bilbao ;  and  when  the  period  of  re- 
covery shall  arrive,  you  are  to  report  the  departure  of  all  detachments  also. 
Should  a  senior  officer  on  duty  accidentally  reach  Bilbao,  you  will,  if  necessary,  ex- 
plain your  instructions,  and  solicit  his  assistance  in  the  furtherance  of  your  duties, 
with  which  he  is  on  no  account  to  interfere,  as  being  of  a  specific  and  distinct 
natiure. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  22d  Aug.  1813, 8  a.m. 

Capt.  Otway  would  so  far  do  us  good  bj  remaining  off  the  coast,  as 
that  he  would  aid  in  the  blockade,  and  would  prevent  that  mode  of  com- 
munication which  I  told  you  was  put  in  practice.  But  I  would  not,  on 
any  account,  interfere  with  his  instructions  from  Lord  Keith. 

I  wrote  to  Sir  G.  Collier  yesterday  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  him,  and 
communicated  to  him  what  I  had  written  to  the  Sec.  of  State  on  the  19th. 
I  hope  that  he  will  be  induced  to  retain  the  Rhjolutiannaire  and  the 
Prerident. 

I  wrote  to  Sir  R.  Fletcher  yesterday  respecting  the  works,  and  I  hope 
that  he  will  be  able  to  send  an  engineer  to  undertake  them. 

To  Manhal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.B.  Lesaca,  22d  Aug.  1813. 

In  returning  officers  for  the  medal  for  Vitoria,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  I  should  do  about  your  Portuguese 
Adj.  Gen.  and  Secretary.     Were  they  in  the  action  ? 

We  have  a  report  tiiat  the  armistice  has  been  renewed  to  the  15th  Sept» 
The  French  officers  tell  ours  that  the  peace  is  settled,  excepting  as  to 
Holland,  which  the  Allies  wished  to  restore  to  the  House  of  Orange,  and 
Buonaparte  wished  to  give  to  Jerome  as  King.  Malta,  they  say,  remains 
with  the  English.  They  expect  also,  that  as  soon  as  our  minister  reaches 
the  Congress,  we  shall  receive  orders  to  suspend  hostilities ! 

P.S.  I  send  you  some  late  American  papers.  We  appear  to  have 
Yomp^  •  Hampton  in  Virginia. 

Au  Hinittre  de  la  Guerre,  Cadis.  Lesaca,  ce  22  Aodt,  1813. 

Dans  la  dt^p^che  que  j'ai  adress^e  k  votre  Excellence  de  Ostiz  le  3 
Juillet,  je  vous  ai  dit  que  le  G*5n.  Clausel  avait  pass^  TEbre  k  Tudela  le 
21  Juin,  *  pero  informctdo  por  el  Alcalde^  de  hcUlarse  nuestras  tropas  en 
el  caminoy  immediatemente  lo  repcuo,  y  se  dirigio  d  Zaragoza,* 

Connaissant  le  degrtl  de  la  calomnie  qui  agit  dans  les  guerres  de  r($vo- 
lution,  je  n'aurais  pas  «^crit  ce  qui  est  dit  Ik-dessus  si  je  n'avais  pas  tJte  s(ir 
que  je  pouvais  me  fier  aux  informations  que  j'en  avais  revues,  lesquelles 
fdrent  k  peu  pr&s  comme  elles  paraissent  dans  les  papiers  inclus. 
*  An  expression  in  the  Peninsular  army  for  *  destroyed.' 

G.  O.  Leuca.  2td  Ang .  1 81S. 

L  The  A.  A.  Gf.  of  divimons  are  to  send  to  the  A.  G.*s  office,  with  the  states  of  the  Sd 
Sept,  regimental  nominal  lists  of  soldiers  who  were  not  accounted  for  during  the  last 
winter,  in  consequence  of  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  G.  O.  of  the  14th  Feb.  last,  and 
whom  officers  commanding  regiments  are  led  to  consider  lost  to  the  service.  The  supposed 
cause  ot  catoalty  to  be  stated  in  the  oolamn  of  remarka 
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Mais  ces  papiers  prouvent,  de  la  mani&re  la  plus  clalre,  que  j'ai  t^t^ 
trompt^  que  le  rapport  qui  m'a  et<^  fait  etait  fondt^  sur  une  calomnie,  et 
que  la  personne  qui  I'a  dit  a  et($  convaincue  et  a  confesses  la  fausset^ 

Sous  ces  circonstances  je  ne  peux  pas  rendre  justice  k  la  reputation  de 
r Alcalde  de  Tudela  trop  t^t,  ni  d'une  inani^re  trop  publique ;  et  je  prie 
votre  Excellence  de  demander  permission  k  la  Rt^gence  de  faire  ins^r 
dans  la  Gazette  cette  lettre  et  les  papiers  inclus. 

To  HiB  Excellency  Sir  G.  Stuart,  K.B.  Lesaca,  22d  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  outrage  at  Figueira,  complained  of  in  your  letter, 
was  committed  by  invalid  soldiers  of  the  30th  and  44th  regts. ;  and  they 
and  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  have  long  since  gone  to  England. 

The  cause  of  the  outrage  was  a  drunken  quarrel.  The  truth  is  that  I 
have  never  been  able  to  get  one  person  punished  in  Portugal  for  buying 
the  soldiers'  arms,  accoutrements,  and  necessaries.  The  •soldiers  will  sell 
these  articles  to  buy  wine,  which  the  Portuguese  wine  dealers  are  too 
ready  to  sell  them  for  any  thing.  When  the  soldiers  get  too  much  wine, 
they  are  quite  unmanageable,  and  this  and  many  other  outrages  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  same  causes. 

To  J.  W.  Croker,  Esq.  Lenca,  23d  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  all  your  letters,  including  that  of  the  6th.  I  will  send 
the  enclosure,  and  any  other  letters  you  may  forward  to  me,  without  loss 
of  time  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  and  will  forward  any  answers  which  the 
Admiral  may  send  by  the  same  channel.  I  have  a  perfect  communication 
with  Lord  William  along  the  Ebro. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  23d  Aug.  1813, 10}  a.m. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  yesterdi^. 

I  beg  that  you  will  consider  yourself  authorised  to  use  all  the  howitzers 
and  mortars  in '  any  way  you  may  think  fit,  belonging  to  all  the  equip* 

ments.    It  is  unlucky  that did  not  ascertain  his  distance  a  little 

more  correctly,  and  did  not  discover  at  an  earlier  period  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  on  the  left  attack  from  mortars  and  howitzers,  as  earlier  measures 
might  then  have  been  adopted  to  transport  thither  the  stores  which  we 
have  all  along  had  in  possession. 

I  desired  Gen.  Murray  to  communicate  to  you  my  opinion  respecting 
this  plan  of  bombardment;  and  now  I  put  it  in  writing,  in  order  that 

—  may  know  what  I  think  of  it,  which  he  will  recollect  is  in 

exact  conformity  with  what  I  have  always  thought,  decided,  and  carried 
into  execution  in  former  sieges, 

I  am  quite  certain  that  the  use  of  mortars  and  howitzers  in  a  siege,  for 
the  purpose  of  what calls  general  annoyance^  answers  no  pur- 
pose whatever  against  a  Spanish  place  occupied  by  the  French  troops^ 
excepting  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  place ;  and  eventually,  when  we 
shall  get  the  place,  against  ourselves,  and  the  convenience  we  should 
derive  from  having  the  houses  of  the  place  in  a  perfect  state  of  repair* 
If —  intended  to  use  his  mortars  and  howitzers  against  any  p«r- 
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ticular  work  6ccupied  by  the  enemy,  such  as  .the  cavalier,  tfieir  use  would 
answer  his  purpose ;  if  he  knew  exactly  where  the  enemy's  intrenchment 
was  situated,  their  use  might  answer  his  purpose.  I  say  mighty  because  J 
recollect  that,  at  the  siege  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  our  trenches  were  bom* 
barded  by  11  or  13  large  mortars  and  howitzers  for  10  days,  in  which  time 
13,000  shells  were  thrown,  which  occasioned  us  but  little  loss,  notwith- 
-standing  that  our  trenches  were  always  full,  and  I  may  safely  say  did  not 
impede  our  progress  for  one  moment  I  think  it  therefore  doubtful  that, 
«ven  if knew  where  the  enemy's  intrenchment  was,  his  bom- 
bardment would  have  more  effect  upon  it  than  the  enemy's  bombardment 
from  Ciudad  Rodrigo  had  upon  our  trenches.  If  this  effect  of  the  bom- 
bardment is  a  matter  of  doubt,  it  remains  to  be  stated  by what 

advantage  will  be  derived  from  a  general  bombardment  of  the  town ;  and 
upon  this  point  1  hope  he  will  not  forget  the  opinions  entertained  at  the 
time  the  breach  was  first  practicable  at  San  Sebastian,  of  the  increased 
difficulties  of  storming  it,  in  consequence  of  the  fire  In  the  neighbour- 
hood. If  the  general  bombardment  should  set  fire  to  the  town,  aa  it  pro- 
bably will,  then  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  intrenchment  will  become 
impracticable.  I  don't  believe  that  the  use  of  our  mortars  and  howitzers 
at  San  Sebastian  has  hitherto  done  the  enemy  the  slightest  mischief.  If 
the  garrison  lies  out,  it  is  obvious  that  no  bombardment  can  materially 
injure  them ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  an  immense  increase  of  the  diffi- 
culty and  labor  of  the  siege ;  and  the  conflagration  which  it  may  occa- 
sion may  be  materiidly  injurious  in  the  attack,  and  will  be  very  incon- 
venient to  our  friends  tiie  inhabitants,  and  eventually  to  ourselves. 

These  are  my  opinions,  and  the  grounds  for  them,  and  I  have  invariably, 

as knows,  acted  upon  them ;  and  where  there  has  been  a  partial 

departure  from  them,  as  there  was  in  the  second  siege  of  Badajoz,  I 

believe  principally  from  the  want  of  other  ordnance, knows 

that  the  bombardment  answered  no  purpose  whatever,  excepting  to 
destroy  the  town.  I  am  not  at  all  desirous,  however,  that  these  opinions 
should  be  acted  upon ;  and  only  suggest,  that  if  the  town  is  to  be  bom- 
barded, it  may  as  well  be  done  from  the  sand  hills  as  from  the  left,  and 
that  this  measure  will  save  much  transport  and  labor. 

I  am  very  sorty  to  hear  of  the  indiscretion  of  the  principal  officers  of 
the  —  division.  It  is  impossible  to  stop  people's  mouths,  if  they  are  so 
indiscreet  as  to  deliver  their  opinions  on  such  a  subject  as  the  practicability 
of  storming  a  breach,  where  those  opinions  can  be  of  no  use,  excepting 
to  render  success  quite  unattainable  by  the  inferior  officers  and  troops  who 
hear  such  opinions.  There  are  some  very  valuable  officers,  and  some  of  the 
best  regiments  in  the  army,  in  the  —  division ;  and  I  shall  be  very  sorry 
to  relieve  them,  in  order  that  the  officers  and  troops  of  other  divisions 
may  storm  the  place.  I  must  do  so,  however,  if  it  should  be  necessary, 
and  must  also  make  known  the  cause  for  this  necessity. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  worked  within  the  breach ; 
but  if  all  was  done  that  was  proposed,  I  can't  see  how  they  can  prevent 
us  from  establishing  ourselves  on  the  half  bastion,  on  the  proper  left  of' 
the  interior  line,  and  on  the  lefl  tower  looking  towards  the  place.     If 
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.— *-  *8  13  gun  battery  b  not  near  enough,  it  should  be  advanced 
nearer. 

To  tbe  Rt  Hod.  Sir  H.  Welledey,  K.a  Lanca,  33d  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  a  dispatch  under  a  fljing  seal,  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
me  bj  the  Sec.  of  State. 

I  likewise  enclose  the  copy  of  the  report  which  I  received  from  Gen. 
Giron,  who  commanded  the  troops  which  seized  the  ship  Brothers  in 
Fucnterrabia ;  and  my  report  to  the  Minister  at  War,  from  which  you 
will  observe  that  I  have  not  taken  the  same  view  of  the  case  as  is  taken 
by  Lord  Castlereagh. 

As  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  the  cargo  in  the  Srothers  was  con- 
sumed by  the  Spanish  army ;  and  I  believe  the  ship  herself  has  been  sent 
to  Santander.  I  have  received  no  orders  respecting  her  from  the  Spanish 
government. 

To  Barl  Bathunt  Lenca,  33d  Aug.  1813. 

.  has  sent  me  several  pairs  of  his  shoes,  which  I  have  endea* 

vored  to  prevail  upon  him  to  desist  from  sending  me,  in  terms  not  to 
mortify  him.  They  are,  in  fact,  of  no  use  whatever.  Those  who  travel 
on  foot  in  this  country  don't  wear  shoes  of  that  description.  The  Bas- 
ques and  Navarrois,  and  even  some  of  the  Castillians,  wear  sandals.  The 
shoes  worn  by  the  common  people,  who  do  wear  shoes,  are  made  of  brown 
leather.  A  man  who  might  have  on  his  feet,  or  in  his  possession,  a  pair 
of  such  shoes,  would  be  suspected  immediately.  They  are,  besides,  too 
small  for  any  common  man.  They  are  really  quite  useless,  and  it  is  better 
that  no  more  should  be  sent 

To  Earl  Bathuitt.  Lenca,  38d  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  recehred  your  letter  of  the  14th,  with 's  scheme.     It 

is  like  all  those  whioh  I  have  received  from  French  officers,  and  might 
answer  well  enough  if  I  could  afford,  or  the  British  government  or  nation 
would  allow  of  my  being  as  prodigal  of  nlen  as  every  French  General  is. 
They  forget,  however,  that  we  have  but  one  army,  and  that  the  same  men 
who  fought  at  Vimeiro  and  Talavera  fought  the  other  day  at  Sorauren ; 
and  that,  if  I  am  to  preserve  that  army,  I  must  proc^  with  caution. 
Indeed,  this  becomes  doubly  necessary,  as  I  see  that,  notwithstanding  the 
fondness  of  the  British  nation  for  the  sport,  and  their  exultation  upon  our 
success,  they  began  to  cry  out  the  other  day  upon  the  loss  of  300  or  400 
men  in  the  unsuccessful  storm  of  San  Sebastian,  and  of  the  men  in  the 

afiGedr  at  the .    The  troops,  however,  will  sometimes  behave  ill, 

and  posts  will  sometimes  be  surprised,  and  the  troops  engaged  be  roughlj 
handled. 

The  affair  at  the  — »  —  is  certainly  the  worst  that  has  ever  occurred 
to  the  troops  under  my  command ;  and  the  only  one  in  which  any  guns 
have  been  lost,  excepting  at  the  battle  of  *  *  * ;  and  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  t  t  t'>  settling  in  his  own  mind  that  the  enemy  would  not 
attack  him.  If  the  troops  had  not  regained  their  post,  and  behaved  re- 
markably  well,  I  should  not  have  parsed  this  affair  wiUiout  notice. 
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■  Your  Lordship  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  am  by  no  means  tired  of 
success ;  and  that  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  this  quarter,  as  soon  as  I  shall  know  that  hostilities 
are  really  renewed  in  Germany. 

To  Lieut  GcB^Sir  T.  Gnfam,  K.B.  Lenca,  Uih  Aug.  1818. 

I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
howitzers  and  mortars  will  be  most  efficient,  if  the  only  means  of  attack- 
ing the  castle;  and  I  beg  they  may  be  all  used  against  the  town,  if 
it  be  thought  that  they  can  be  of  any  advantage  in  any  way  that  can  be 

pointed  out     I  only  hope  they  will  not  be  used  on  ^— 's  notion  of 

*  general  annoyance,'  and  that  the  houses  of  the  town  will  not  be  destroyed 
unless  it  should  be  necessary. 

P.S.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  desire  Col.  Dickson  to 
send  me  a  return  of  each  equipment,  not  including  that  intended  for  Cux- 
haven,  that  I  may  send  for  more  ammunition  for  howitzers  and  mortars. 

1*0  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave.  Lasaca,  S4th  Aug.  1813. 

I  received  only  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  16th  July,  which  conveyed 
to  me  the  first  intelligence  of  your  kind  attention  to  the  principal  officers 
of  the  artillery  with  this  army.*  Your  Lordship  may  depend  upon  it  that 
BO  reward  was  ever  better  deserved,  and  that  the  public  money  has  never 
been  laid  out  to  greater  advantage  than  under  this  recommendation  of 
yours. 

It  will  excite  hundreds  to  exertion.  I  shall  not  presume  to  do  more 
than  express  the  satisfaction  which  I  have  derived  from  this  mark  of  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  officers  of  the  artillery  of  Uiis  army. 

To  Earl  Bathurrt.  Lenca,  Mth  Aug.  181 S. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th,  enclosing  the  abstract  of  Sir  C. 
Stewart's  dispatches  of  the  27th  and  30th  July,  and  of  Mr.  Jackson's  of 
tho  27th,  and  copies  of  other  papers. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  the  state  of  affiiirs  on  the 
Ck>ntinent  from  the  information  which  I  possess.  I  judge  from  the  papers, 
that  Buonaparte  is  seeking  to  renew  the  operations  of  the  war  widi  the 
Northern  Powers  only  (Russians,  Prussians,  and  Swedes) ;  and  if  he  can- 

*  PeotioDf  racommtDded  by  the  Matter  Geo.  cf  the  Ordnance  were  gruited  to  the 
officers  who  commanded  troope  and  brigades  of  the  Boyal  Artillerj  at  the  battle  of 

Vitoria. 

G.  O.  LaMMft,  t4th  Aug.  ISlt. 

3.  A  Board  of  claims  is  to  assemble  at  the  Hussar  brigade,  ooosisting  of 

fbr  the  oonsidetatioii  of  all  claims  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army. 

4.  Major  Gen.  Lord  E.  Somerset,  and  any  3  of  the  officers  above  oamed^  may  constitute 
the  Board. 

6,  The  officers  and  men  of  the  army  are  referred  to  the  G.  O.  of  the  I5th  Dec  1811, 
Nos.  3,  i,  6,  6,  7,  and  8,  relative  to  the  principles  oo  which  claims  will  be  considered  and 
decided  upon. 

6*  Claims  intended  ibr  the  consideration  of  the  Board  must  be  transmitted  to  the  Mill* 
tary  Sec.  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  this  order ;  it  is,  howsTer,  to  be  understood 
that  the  Board  is  only  authorised  to  decide  on  claims  of  a  date  pior  to  the  1st  May,  1813, 
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not  effect  that  object,  he  will  try  to  renew  the  armbtice  with  the  whole ; 
and  I  don't  see  anj  thing  in  the  papers  to  show  that  he  will  not  succeed 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  objects,  or  to  bear  out  the  opinion  of  the  King's 
ministers  abroad,  that  the  Austrians  will  take  part  in  the  war  immediatelj 
if  the  armistice  should  be  put  an  end  to  on  the  10th  Aug.  There  maj  be, 
however,  further  information,  which  I  have  not  got.  There  is  a  passage 
in  Count  Mettemich's  letter  to  Count  Bubna,  of  the  22d  July,  in  which 
the  Emperor  of  Austria  declares  that  he  will  not  take  charge  of  a  '  ndgo» 
ciation  sterile  au  de-la  du  terme  de  la  reprise  des  hottUiUs ;  leg  questions 
sont  trop  avancdes  pour  que  la  paix  ou  la  guerre  ne  soit  p(u  la  seule 
attitude  admissible^  Sfc,  Sfc.^  au  de-lh  du  terme  du  16  AoiU  ;*  which,  if  it 
had  been  in  the  same,  or  in  any  other  terms,  in  the  letter  of  the  same  date 
to  the  Due  de  Bassano,  would  have  been  a  sufficiently  clear  indication  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria's  intentions. 

1st;  Does  not  the  omission  of  this  declaration  in  the  letter  to  the  Due 
de  Bassano  show  that  it  is  that  of  an  intention  not  entirely  decided  ? 
What  course  are  these  proceedings  to  take  ?  The  Russians,  Prussians, 
and  Swedes  are  at  war,  and  are  bound  by  an  engagement  to  suspend  hosti- 
lities till  the  16th  Aug.,  when  their  war  begins,  and  their  first  movement 
is  to  be  to  break  up  the  great  Russian  and  Prussian  army,  and  to  march 
into  Bohemia  with  part.  But  the  Austrians  are  not  parties  to  this  agree- 
ment of  co-operation ;  and  what  is  to  happen,  supposing  that  they  should 
not  declare  a  decision,  and  probably  not  decide  for  some  days,  or  a  fort- 
night for  instance,  after  the  termination  of  the  armistice  ? 

We  hear  here  to-day  that  the  war  will  certainly  be  renewed ;  but  if  I 
am  to  judge  from  these  papers,  I  should  say  that  the  armistice  would  be 
renewed  for  a  short  time  longer.  If  it  is  not,  there  will  certainly  be  an 
awkward  moment  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  even  if  afterwarda 
the  Austrians  should  join  in  the  war. 

In  answer  to  your  Lordship's  letter  regarding  the  number  of  prisoners 
and  the  enemy's  loss,  the  fact  is,  that  it  is  impossible,  at  first,  to  form  any 
accurate  report  of  tiie  number  of  prisoners,  or  an  opinion  of  the  enemy's 
loss.  I  believe  we  have  now  got  1000  prisoners,  but  I  have  not  yet  got 
an  accurate  return ;  and  the  enemy  have  certainly  lost  between  15,000 
and  20,000  men ;  probably  more  nearly  the  latter  number  than  the  former. 
When  I  sent  away  the  dispatches  I  thought  we  had  from  5000  to  6000 
prisoners.  But  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  waiting  for  accurate  returns  ; 
and  as  I  wish  to  be  near  the  truth  when  I  state  a  fact  in  a  report  to  govern- 
ment, I  cannot  venture  to  give  an  opinion  without  returns,  or  some  known 
data  to  judge  by. 

In  regard  to  the  lateness  of  these  reports,  the  fact  is,  that  when  these 
great  operations  are  going  on,  I  am  in  the  field  or  on  the  road  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  I  am  not  asleep,  and  I  have  not  time  to  write  reports. 
Sometimes  I  am  obliged  to  wait  for  reports  from  inferior  officers,  in  order 
that  government  may  know  how  the  facts  really  stood.  The  last  report 
I  wrote  on  the  1st  inst,  at  intervals  when  the  troops  halted,  and  on  the 
2d,  after  the  operations  were  concluded ;  but  after  the  report  is  drawn 
and  out  of  my  hands,  it  must  be  copied ;  many  copies  must  be  made,  and 
then  we  have  to  wait  for  the  returns  from  the  different  divisions  of  the 
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anny,  which  must  be  made  up  into  a  general  return  before  the  dispatch, 

I  can  be  sent  off. 

V  Certainly,  — '• should  not  have  sent  off  a  vessel  till  I  had  de- 

i  sired  him,  particularly  as  so  many  events  had  occurred,  and  such  a  variety^ 

i  of  reports  were  in  circulation ;  but  he  could  not  resist  the  desire  of  being 

r  the  first  to  communicate  a  piece  of  interesting  news.     I  understand  that 

I  some  of  the  officers  of  the  said  at  Plymouth  that  I  was  taken  pri*^ 

c  soner,  and  the  army  defeated, 
1 

•  Tfu  A.O,  to  Qtmral  <fficen  commanding  dimmnt,  Sith  Aug.  1813. 

I'  I  am  directed  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  number  of  Spanish  women  who  have 

^  been  sent  back  to  this  country  from  the  French  lines,  and  who  must  pass  through 

our  cantonments  to  reach  the  interior.    My  Lord  Wellington,  with  eveiy  consi- 
''  derate  disposition  towards  the  army  and   the   people  in  question,  wisnes  you 

C  seriously  to  guard  against  an  unnecessary  iiicrease  of  followers  of  this  description 

to  the  mviflion  under  your  command,  which  might  possibly  dccur  under  these  cir- 
cumstances from  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  relieve 
^  evident  distress.    It  is  to  be  recollected  that  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  womex\ 

*  admitted  with  a  corps,  baggage  and  animals  to  carry  that  baggage  must  increase ; 
and  if  unlimited,  must  evidentiy  produce  impediments,  in  the  event  of  rapid  move- 
ment, perhaps  equal  to  those  experienced  b^  the  enemy  in  the  course  of  this  cam-i 

{>aign,  and  cause  a  relaxation  m  the  discipline  of  the  army  inseparable  fron\ 
icentiousness. 

I  request  you  will  report  to  me  for  his  Excellencjr's  information  whether  the 
soldiery  of  your  division  are  now  in  daily  course  of  pajrment,  agreeably  to  the 
late  order,  and  your  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  plan,  should  you  liave  had 
occasion  to  observe  on  its  operation. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Lesaca,  35th  Aug.  1813. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  14th,  I  have  heard  nothing  more  upon 
which  I  can  rely  of  Suchet's  movement.  It  is  now  talked  of  in  the  army 
in  my  front ;  some  saying  that  he  is  to  come  through  France,  others  that 
he  is  to  march  upon  Zaragoza.     Gen.  Paris  is  about  Oleron. 

We  have  been  waiting  for  the  ordnance  store  ships  to  renew  our  attack 
upon  San  Sebastian,  which  have  at  last  arrived ;  and  we  shall  open  our 
fire  to-morrow. 

There  is  nothing  new  from  the  Continent.  The  French  negotiators 
had  not  gone  to  Prague  on  the  24th  July ;  but  I  see  in  a  late  French 
paper  that  they  had  arrived.  The  Austrian^  appear  determined  to  join 
in  the  war  if  the  armistice  should  be  broken  off;  .but  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  a  determination  so  declared  as  that  the  other  allies  can  act 
upon  it. 

1  enclose  you  a  note  marked  A,  given  to  me  by  Gen.  Wimpffen,  the 
Chief  of  the  Spanish  staff.  His  library  is  in  the  house  mentioned^  and  he 
is  very  anxious  to  save  it. 

I  wish  you  would  report  officially  and  in  detail  your  arrangements 
transferring  the  troops  of  Roche's  division,  and  others,  to  Whittingham's 
division,  as  I  am  already  getting  into  difficulties  on  that  subject,  as  I  told 
you  I  should  in  a  former  letter.  You  may  put  the  whole  army,  if  you 
like  it,  under  Whittingham's  command ;  but  let  each  separate  division, 
or  brigade,  or  battalion,  be  under  its  own  commanding  officer,  and  report 
to  the  staff  of  the  particular  army  to  which  he  belongs.     Pray  observe 
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particularly  Uie  29th  Article  of  ihe  InstructioiiB  in  regard  to  the  several 
commands* 

The  organization  of  the  Spanish  army,  as  it  now  stands,  was  fixed  hy 
the  government,  and  of  course  cannot  he  altered,  at  least  without  making 
a  special  report  to  government,  stating  the  reasons  for  the  alteration. 
It  would  he  very  desirable,  therefore,  ihat  you  should  refer  here  any 
alteration  that  you  may  wish  to  make.  The  consequence  of  not  domg  so 
is,  that  you  involve  me  not  only  with  the  government,  .hut  the  Staff 
officers  are  unable  to  account  for  the  army.  I  wish  likewise  that 
Gen.  Whittingham  would  attend  to  what  has  been  frequently  stated  to 
him,  viz.  that  when  a  Spanish  soldier  gets  his  full  pay,  he  has  no  right 
to  more  than  one  pound  and  a  half  of  bread  as  ration.  I  have  daily 
complaints  of  his  demands,  and  the  Minister  at  War  has  written  to  me 
upon  them.  ^ 

I  send  you  letters  from  England,  and  enclose  one  from  Sir  E.  Pellew. 
P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  your  dispatches  and  let- 
ters from  the  16th  to  the  18th  inst.  I  was  quite  certain  Aat  Suchci 
would  move  upon  you  to  interrupt  your  operations;  and  it  is  fortunate 
that  you  were  able  to  raise  the  siege  without  the  loss  of  any  of  your  guna 
or  stores.  I  enclose  my  dispatch  of  this  day,  in  which  you  will  see  that 
1  have  reported  to  all  the  allied  governments  that  I  have  iqj^roved  of  your 
proceedings.  If  Suchet  stays  in  Catalonia,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that 
he  will  not  allow  you  to  make  the  siege  of  Tortosa,  without  attempting 
to  interrupt  it.  You  must  therefore  be  prepared  to  collect  your  whcle 
force  in  a  position  to  protect  it.  You  should  have  at  least  two  passages 
over  the  Ebro,  protected  by  tites  de  pant;  and  I  beg  you  not  to  send  the 
Duque  del  Parque  till  you  shall  be  sure  of  Suchet  having  marched,  or 
having  largely  detached.  Arrange  a  mode  of  junction  for  Gen.  Copons, 
or  in  which  he  can  co-operate  with  you  effectually,  and  directly,  upon  the 
enemy,  in  case  he  should  advance  to  raise  your  siege. 

Don't  allow  Gen.  Clinton's  corps  to  get  too  far  off.  The  French  troop* 
march  better  than  ours,  particularly,  I  believe,  Suchet's ;  and  he  is  not 
unlikely  to  form  a  scheme  to  cut  them  off.  I  think  it  probable  Suchet 
moved  at  the  time  he  did,  because  he  had  heard  of  Soult's  loss  and  retreat, 
and  that  he  thought  it  better  at  once  to  carry  into  execution  his  scheme 
respecting  Tarragona. 

If  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  feed  Whittingham's  or  any  other 
Spanish  troops,  give  them  a  magazine  either  afloat  or  on  the  coast ;  but 
don't  on  any  account  take  upon  your  departments  the  burthen  and  ex- 
pense of  carriage  and  delivery  to  them.  This  is  what  they  always  want, 
because  it  saves  them  trouble  and  thought. 

I  would  give  the  world  to  get  rid  of  the ^  but  I  don't  know 

how  to  manage  th^  matter.  I  know  *  *  *  well :  he  is  a  good  adminis- 
trator, but,  I  believe,  no  officer.  I  have  a  very  good  opinion,  from  what  I 
have  heard,  of  f  t  t,  but  I  understand  that  he  has  a  most  violent,  imprac- 
ticable temper.  •*♦*♦*  has  quitted  his  army  here,  and  wishes  to  go 
to  Catalonia.  He  is  by  far  the  ablest  and  most  energetic  man  I  have  seen 
in  Spain,  and  is  really  an  able  officer;  but  his  temper  is  probably  the 
most  difficult  to  manage  that  can  be  met  with. 
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It  is  Decessftry  to'  attend  to  all  these  points  with  this  people.  A  man 
of  that  description  getting  himself  into  a  dispute  on  a  professional  point 
with  one  of  our  oflScers  would  raise  a  flame  in  the  country  which  would 
go  to  the  breach  of  the  alliance ;  and  one  of  the  characteristics  of  alV 
Spaniards,  which  is  to  he  attributed,  I  believe,  to  the  desperate  situation 
in  which  their  affiurs  haye  been,  is  a  thorough  contempt  for  all  the  con-* 
sequences  of  their  actions,  more  particularly  as  they  may  affect  the  alliance 
of  their  country  with  foreign  powers. 

To  Adm.  Sir  E.  Pdlew,  Bart.  Lenca,  a5th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Croker.  He  has  desired  me  to  let  you 
know  whether  I  could  send  your  letters  through  Spain ;  and  I  have  in- 
formed him  that  I  have  a  regular  communication  with  Lord  W.  Bentinck, 
by  which  letters  to  you  could  be  sent;  and  Lord  W.  Bentinck  might  send 
here  any  letters  that  you  might  wish  to  send  to  England*  As  this  com- 
munication is  by  messengers,  it  would  probably  be  desirable  that  your 
own  dispatehes  and  letters  should  be  sent  by  it. 

To  Col.  TonreDi,  MOitaiy  Secretary.  Lenca,  25th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  addressed  by  Major  Despard  of  the 
Boyal  Fusiliers  to  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  £.  Pakenham.  Major  Despard 
died  lately  of  the  wounds  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Sorauren,  and  has 
left  a  widow  and  4  children  very  slenderly  provided  for.  I  am  therefore 
induced  to  trouble  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  their  behalf; 
and  I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  to  him  if  some  provision  can  be  made 
for  them. 

To  Col.  Toneof,  Military  Secretary.  Letaca,  35th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  June,  containing  a  memorial 
from  4  French  officers,  deserters  from  the  enemy ;  and  I  beg  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  I  never  held  out  any 
inducement  to  the  officers  of  the  French  army  to  abandon  their  service, 
although  I  promised  the  soldiers  who  would  desert  pay,  which  those  whp 
have  come  over  actually  receive. 

I  think  it,  however,  very  likely  that  some  of  the  British  officers  who 
were  authorised  by  the  Sec.  of  State  to  encourage  desertion  from  the 
enemy's  troops  in  Ibe  Peninsula  may  have  stated  in  a  proclamation  that 
officers  who  would  desert  should  receive  a  daily  pay,  according  to  their 
rank ;  but  I  never  heard  that  such  a  prospect  had  been  held  out  to  them. 

In  reply  to  the  memorial  of  the  French  officers  before  mentioned,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Major  Gen.  Peacocke,  with  a 
statement  of  the  money  and  clothes  each  officer  received  during  his  stay 
at  Lisbon. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Forcet.  Lesaoa,  a5th  Aug.  1813. 

A  great  number  of  soldiers  of  this  army  having  offered  to  re-enlist 
(the  period  of  their  services  being  nearly  expired),  since  the  proclamation 
of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent  was  made  known  to  them,  I  beg  to  be 
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roformed  if  they  are  to  be  re-enlisted  before  the  expiration  of  the  3  years, 
which  by  the  proclamation  they  are  bound  to  serve. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you  a  list  of  men  in  the 
Chasseurs  Britanniques,  who  have  either  completed  their  period  of  ser« 
tice,  or  are  within  2  months  of  it,  and  who,  as  it  appears  by  th^  enclosed 
letter  from  Major  Gen.  Inglis,  were  enlisted  without  reference  to  any 
Act  of  Parliament  fis  to.  their  re-enlistment.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion 
that  they  ought  to  be  discharged ;  and  I  will  thank. you  to. favor  me  with 
H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  orders  on  the  subject 


To  Earl  Bathunt.  Lesaca,  25th  Aug.  181S. 

No  movement  of  importance  has  been  made  by  the  enemy  or  by  the 
Allies  since  I  transmitted  my  last  report.  It  is  generally  reported,,  and  it 
appears,  that  the  enemy  have  been  reinforced,  and  it  is  said  that  a  con- 
siderable body  of  men  are  expected  from  the  interior  of  France.  Gen. 
PariB's  detachment  is  stated  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oleron.  The 
enemy  are  strengthening  their  positions  by  works. 

The  ordnance  vessels  having  arrived  at  Pasages,  the  fire  against  San 
Sebastian  will  recommence  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  received  reports  from  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to  the  19th 
inst,  copies  and  extracts  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,*  from 

*  Lieut  Goi.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to  Field  Maiahal  the  Marqais  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

Cambrils,  16ch  Aug.  1813.  ' 

On  the  3d  the  Duque  del  ParqueV  corpe  came  up  to  Tarragona ;  aa  did  the  dirieion  of 
Gen.  Sarsfield  ou  the  lltb.  Gen.  Rlio  could  not  gpare  the  3  regiments  of  the  dlvitton 
of  Mijares,  which  I  had  requested  him  to  send  me. 

On  the  10th  I  heard  that  Marshal  Suchet  had  returned  to  Villa  Franca  from  Baroelooa^ 
and  had  brought  with  him  5000  men.  The  reports  of  the  succeeding  days  left  no  doubt 
of  its  being  his  intention  to  more  forward ;  and  on  the  14th  I  learned  from  the  Baron 
de  Eroles  and  Col.  Manso,  that  besides  collecting  all  he  could  from  the  garrisons,  he  had 
been  joined  by  Decaen  with  6000  men. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  I  suspended  all  operations  for  the  siege  of  Tarragona, 
except  the  making  of  fascines,  and  landed  neither  artillery  nor  stores. 

There  was  no  nosition  on  the  Gaya,  as  I  had  in  my  former  letter  supposed.  There  are 
only  2  carriageable  roads  across  it,  but  they  are  at  a  distance  of  10  miles  ftom  each 
other.  The  rirer  having  no  water  in  it,  and  being  only  impassable  fhim  the  steepness  of 
its  banks,  is  passable  for  infantry  everywhere.  A  corps  placed  in  the  centre  could  not 
reach  either  flank  in  time  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy.  Gen.  Whittinghano,  whom 
I  had  sent  with  his  corps  to  the  Colls  of  S**  Cristina  and  Llebra,  reported  them  not  to 
be  defensible  with  so  small  a  force  as  we  could  allot  to  this  object 

I  had  intended  to  Iiave  pushed  on  to  the  Llobregat.  Suchet*s  army  was  at  one  time 
divided  between  Barcelona  and  Villa  Franca  and  its  environs.  A  rapid  movement  might 
possibly  have  enabled  me  to  &11  sepanttdy  upon  his  advanced  corps,  and  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  ridge  of  mountains  on  this  side  the  Uobregat  before  he  could  have  time  to 
bring  up  his  troops  from  Barcelona.  I  could  not  execute  this  movement  before  being 
joined  by  Sarsfield,  and  previously  Suchet  had  concentrated  his  force  in  Villa  Franca  and 
Its  neighbourhood.    Sucliet's  force  has  been  variously  reported,  from  20,000  to  26,000  men. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  Tarragona  offered  a  veij  good  position  in  itself,  but  it  may 
be  completely  turned  by  an  enemy  who,  crossing  the  Cofis,  should  approach  Tarragoua  by 
Vails  and  Reus. 

On  the  14th  Suchet  moved  a  large  corps  upon  Altafulla,  but  the  road  being  close  to  the 
beach,  the  gun  boats  prevented  him  from  passmg,  if  such  were  hb  intention. 

On  the  I5th  he  drove  back  the  posts  on  the  Colls  of  S^  Cristina  and  Uebra,  and 
afterwards  forced  the  corps  at  Bratim,  by  which  they  were  supported,  to  retire.  His  whole 
army  marched  by  this  route. 

^  Upon  Sachet's  continuing  to  advance  towards  Tarragona,  I  resolved  upcm  retiring  in  the 
night ;  and  the  army  arrived  here  this  morning  witliout  any  Uhs,  and  without  receiviiig 
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which  it  appears  that  Marshal  Suchet  collected  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand at  Villa  Franca  on  the  lOih,  consisting  of  from  20,000  to  25,000 
men ;  and  Lord  William  collected  those  he  had  within  his  reach  in  a  posi- 
tion dn  the  river  Gaya,  having  suspended  all  the  operations  of  the  siege  of 
Tarragona*  His  Lordship,  however,  was  not  satisfied  with  bis  position, 
which  he  could  not  occupy  in  sufficient  strength,  as  he  had  nQt  been  joined 
by  all  the  troops  which  he  expected,  and  which  was  liable  to  be  turned 
on  both  flanks :  he  therefore  retired  upon  Cambrils,  without  loss,  in  pro^ 
portion  as  Marshal  Suchet  advanced,  leaving  Tarragona  open,  which  place 
the  French  have  blown  up  and  evacuated;  and  Marshal  Suchet  has  again 
retired  towards  Barcelona. 

I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  particularly  to  the  enclosed 
report*  of  Col.  L6rd  F.  Bentinck  of  the  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  the 
Brunswick  hussars  in  an  afiiedr  with  the  enemy  on  the  15th. 

I  entirely  approve  of  Lord  W.  Bentinck's  retiring  when  he  had  not  been 
able  to  collect  his  whole  force,  and  did  not  consider  himself  sufficiently 
strong  to  fight  a  general  action  with  the  enemy. 

To  Etfl  Bathtint  l<etaca,  25th  Aug.  I8I3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  list  of  the  officers  of 
the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army,  who,  according  to  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  Earl  of  Liverpool's  dispatch  of  the  3d  Sept.  1811,  are  en< 
titled  to  a  medal,  or  other  badge  of  distinction,  in  commemoration  of  the 
battle  of  Yitoria. 

any  molestation  from  tbe  enemy.  If  there  had  been  any  fiiir  chance  of  success,  I  would 
have  given  them  battle. 

*  Lieut.  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to  Field  Manhal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.6. 

Hospitalet,  19th  Aug.  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  report  which  Lord  F.  Bentinck  has  made  to  met, 
respecting  an  affair  which  took  place  on  the  15th,  wheu  the  enemy  were  advancing  towards 
Tarragona,  and  which  terminated  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the  Brunswick  hussars, 
a  part  of  which  regiment  alone  was  engaged  with  a  very  superior  number  of  the  enemy*i 
cavalry. 

Col.  Lord  F.  Bentinck  to  Lieut  Gen,  Lord  W.  Bentinck.  - 

Camp,  near  Cambrils,  lAth  Au^.  1813. 

In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  marched  yesterday  afternoon,  with  the  brigade  of 
cavalry  under  my  command,  beyond  Nulles  and  Villabella,  and  reoonnaitred  the  enemy's 
column,  which  was  advancing  upon  Vails.  As  soan  as  we  began  to  retire,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowed us  both  with  cavalry  and  mfontry,  and  a  squadron  of  the  4th  hussars  pressed  closely 
upon  our  rear  guard,  formed  by  Capi.  Wulffen*s  troop  of  the  Brunswick  hussars,  and  at. 
tempted  to  charge  and  overpower  it  The  enemv  was  opposed  each  time  with  determined 
Mirit  and  resolution ;  and  Capt.  Ericheson,  with  his  troop,  being  sent  to  the  support  of 
Capt  Wulffen,  the  enemy  were  driven  back,  with  the  loss  of  one  officer  killed,  another  officer 
wounded,  and  between  20  and  30  men  left  sabred  on  the  field:  16  prisoners  and  11 
horses  fell  into  our  hands.  I  had  sincere  pleasure  in  observing  the  tpirit  displayed  by  the 
pfficers  and  men  of  the  Brunswick  hussars. 

Lieut  CoL  Schrader,  at  all  times  lealous,  was  particularly  useful  on  this  occasion  in 
restraining  the  impetuosity  of  his  men, 

^  Circumstanced  as  we  were,  with  a  strong  column  of  the  enemy  far  advanced  upon  our 
right  flank,  and  2  battalions  of  infantry  (as  I  was  informed  by  the  prisoners)  upon  our  left 
.9nd  rear,  and  in  an  enclosed  country,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  pursue  the  advantage 
we  had  gained. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Comet  Radant,  of  the  Brunswick  hussars,  was  wounded  and  taken, 
and  I  subjoin  a  return  of  the  remainder  of  the  wounded  and  i 
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To  Kul  Bitiiant  UmKM,WkAm§.  ISlft:  - 

I  sMid  you  the  lail  norning  itetew  We  have  taken  on  the  strengtli  liit 
76th,  84tb,  and  S5th  regte ,  1791  R.  and  F^  and  about  800  of  the  recnuti^ 
making  in  all  2600  men,  so  that  we  hare  gained  about  500  Britidi  in  the 
last  week,  and  about  1500  Portuguese  from  the  hospitds;  and  we  axe 
gaining  some  men  from  the  hospitals  every  day.  I  don't  doubt  tiiat  we 
are  now  as  strong  as  we  were  on  the  25^  of  last  montii ;  and  that  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time  we  shall  be  within  5000  or  6000  men  ae  strong  as 
we  were  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Vitoria.  The  troops  contiBue  re- 
markably healthy :  there  is  indeed  no  sickness  among  them. 

To  Lieut  Qcn.  Sir  T.  Gtahtfa,  K.Q.  LeM^  37tfa  Aug.  1818,  1 1  44b 

I  wfvi  very  sorry  that  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  yesterdi^. 
I  left  you  a  note,  however,  with  my  opinion  of  the  state  of  affairs,  which  I 
observe  by  your  note  of  2  p.m.  agrees  very  nearly  with  your  own ;  and  I 
requ^^ted  Major  Smith  to  point  out  to  you  the  spot  to  which  I  thought  6 
guns  of  the  left  hand  battery  ought  to  be  removed,  from  which  it  appeared 
to  me  that  ihey  would  certainly  see  the  bottom  of  the  right  face  of  the 
bastion,  and  would  bring  it  down  in  a  few  hours.  At  all  events,  the  bat<- 
4ery,  in  its  present  situation,  will  answer  no  purpose  whatever,  being  too 
distant  to  injure  materially  even  the  defences ;  and  if  the  foot  of  the  wall 
cannot  be  seen  from  the  spot  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  it,  it  may 
at  least  be  expected  that  the  fire  on  the  defences  will  be  more  effectuaL 
I  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  wall  will  be  breached  from  the 
new  site. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  immediately  for  the  assault  of  the  place ; 
and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  you  still 

doubt  the  troops  of  the >  &S9  if  you  do,  we  must  send  over  some  others, 

who,  with  the ,  will  show  the that  they  have  not  been 

called  upon  to  perform  what  is  im]Nracticable. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  the  back  of  the  rock  closely  examined 
by  some  Staff  and  Engineer  officers,  and  some  of  those  of  the  navy,  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  an  attack  there  would  be  likely  to  be  successful. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  desire  Major  Smith  to  send 
me  a  report  of  his,  marking  out  the  redoubts,  &c.,  wiUi  a  statement  of 

Q.  BL  O.  to  Brig.  Looga.  Lmmk.  m  Aofit,  isit. 

D*aprdi  Ifli  ofdret  du  gin^nl  en  Ckcf,  I0  gto^rml  Longa  Toodm  bien  meUre  set  trooMf 
en  nutfcbe  denutin  matin  poor  let  oonduire  par  le  tentier  qui  mtee  depnit  le  moiuin 
<l*Andarra  Ten  la  montagne  de  Aya,  potir  j  entrer  dans  un  autre  cheoain  qui  et  dirige  fur 
Irun.  Le  gtotod  Longa  kablira  le  gros  de  eet  troupee,  «n  birouao,  tur  la  pente  de  la 
montagne  de  Aya,  entie  le  d^boucher  du  dit  leatier  et  le  camp  oil  ae  troureut  actuelle- 
ment  lee  troupes  Hanovriennet  de  la  1"*  diTition.  Le  g^n^ral  Looga  laiiMra  oependantlet 
poetee  qu*il  a  pritenten^ent  dane  la  rall^  d'Andana. 

L'intention  du  g^n^ial  en  Chef  est,  que  let  troupee  du  g^ninl  Longa  toient  en  meime, 
dauf  leur  nouvelle  position,  ou  de  aoutenir  la  droite  de  Taimfo  de  Galioe  dans  le  eas  que 
ce  corps  vint  k  kin  attaqu^,  ou  bien  de  maiefaer,  s'il  devenait  n^oessaire,  Ttn  la  gnnde 
route  qui  ra  d'Oyanran  4  Iran. 

La  brigade  Portngaise  de  la  4^  division  occupera  le  terrain  ^ne  la  dirisioo  dn  giniial 
Longa  dmt  quitter  demain  matin,  et  le  gin^ral  Cole  fera  tarour  aujourdliui  aiu  g^iftral 
Longa  rheore  4  laquelle  les  postes  Espagnoles  Um6§  du  cdt6  de  Salain  et  de  la  baroa 
de  Rndalaia  seront  reler^  par  les  troupes  Portugaises. 

Le  gbatnX  Longa  Toudia  bien  frire  coonailre  I'arriT^e  de  see  troupes  dans  leur  noavaUa 
iwftition,  au  gto^ral  Graham,  qui  commando  les  divisioos  de  la  gaocfae  de  Tatm^ 
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the  proposed  profile,  diteh,  &c.  for  each,  and  an  estimate  of  the  ntimber 
of  men  required  to  work  at  each,  that  I  may  give  orders  for  their 
execution. 

I  shall  likewise  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  Will  desire  Col.  Dickson 
to  send  me  a  report  of  the  ordnance  and  ammunition  eome  with  each  of 
the  last  equipments,  in  order  that  I  may  write  for  more  mortar  and  howitzer 
ammunition. 

I  enclose  a  letter  fxpm  Gen.  Alava,  in  regard  to  a  magaiine  of  French 
goods  belonging  to  a  Spaniard,  taken  by  Gen.  Bradford  at  Tolosa,  and 
divided  among  his  men,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
desire  Gen.  Bradford  to  state  what  he  knows  and  wishes  to  say  on  thii 
subject. 

P.S.  I  return  your  plan  of  San  Sebastian. 

ToMarriuaSirW.C.  Bei«sibid,K.B.  Lenco,  37th  Aug.  1818,  noon.   . 

I  have  been  so  much  occupied  for  these  several  days,  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  write  to  you.  I  was  yesterday  at  San  Sebastian,  where  I  did 
not  think  matters  were  going  on  exactly  right.  There  is  nothing  new  on 
the  fronti«v.  The  last  reports  were  warlike.  The  accounts  which  I  re- 
ceived from  England  from  Baron  Trip,  did  not  thrOw  jnuch  new  light  on 
the  affiiirs  of  the  Continent.  Buonaparte  evidently  wanted  either  to  renew 
the  armistice  after  the  10th  Aug.,  or  to  commence  hostilities  with  the  Rus^ 
sians  and  Prussians  alone.  I  think  he  was  likely  to  succeed  in  the  formet 
object.  The  negotiations  had  not  commenced,  and  his  Plenipotentiaries 
had  not  eVen  arrived  at  Prague  on  the  24th  and  25th  July.  I  see,  how^ 
ever,  an  article  in  the  French  papers,  which  shows  that  they  had  arrived 
afterwards,  and  the  usual  visits  had  been  paid. 

I  hope  that  you  are  getting  better. 

To .  Lenea,  27th  Aug.  1811.   . 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  inst.,  to  which  it  is  §o  difficult 
for  me  to  give  you  an  answer,  that  I  should  refrain  from  doing  it  alto* 
gether,  if  such  omission  was  not  likely  to  be  misinterpreted. 

I  don't  know  any  officer  of  the  British  army,  excepting  myself,  on 
whom  the  Spanish  government  have  thought  proper  to  confer  the  marks 
of  distinction  to  which  you  refer ;  and,  as  I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  motives  or  causes  for  which  they  have  been  conferred  upon  me,  ex^ 
cepting  80  far  as  they  are  expressed  in  the  instruments  conveying  them, 
I  can't  assign  a  reason  why  they  have  not  been  conferred  upon  yourself 
and  others.  I  can  safely  say,  however,  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any 
omission  of  mine  to  report  my  sense  of  the  merits  of  all  the  officers  who 
have  been  employed  in  this  army. 

In  regard  to  the  Portuguese  government,  I  may  safely  say  that  the 
omission  of  your  name  among  those  on  whom  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal  has  been  pleased  to  confer  a  mark  of  his  favor,  is  not  to  be 
attributed  to  any  want  of  a  sense  of  your  services  and  merits.  I  douH 
think  that  it  would  be  quite  proper  in  me  to  answer  any  question  regard- 
ing the  disposal  of  his  favors  by  His  Royal  Highness ;  but  if  you  will 
look  over  the  list,  I  think  you  will  find  that  your  name  could  not  have 
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been  included  in  it,  without  a  departure  from  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  made,  which  would  have  made  the  list  much  longer  than  it  ought  Ur 
have  been. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  take  every  opportunity  of  re- 
porting my  sense  of  your  merits ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  they  will 
meet  with  the  reward  which  will  be  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

To  Major  Gen.  PeaooclLe.  LeMca,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

I  beg  that  you  will  give  directions  that  the  I'Zth  regt  may  be  embarked 
at  Lisbon  as  soon  as  vessels  shall  be  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  may- 
be brought  round  to  Santander,  where  they  will  receive  further  orders. 

To  tbe  Officer  Commanding,  Cadii.  LcMca,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

It  is  intended  to  withdraw  from  Cadiz  2  of  the  companies  of  the  Royal 
artillery  now  there ;  which  are  to  be  prepared  to  embark  as  soon  as  vessela 
shall  be  sent  to  Cadiz  to  bring  them  away. 

To  Vice  Adm.  G.  Martin.  Lenca,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  ordered  the  29th  regt  to  Gibraltar  from  Cadiz,  to  relieve  the 
37th  regt.,  which  is  to  come  round  to  Santander ;  and  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  facilitate  their  transport.  I  have  likewise  desired 
that  the  llth  regt.  might  be  sent  from  Lisbon  to  Santander ;  and  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  facilitate  their  transport 

To  Gapt  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lenca,  a7th  Aug.  1813. 

I  enclose  the  translation  of  the  directions  which  I  have  sent  to  Gen. 
Freyre,  in  regard  to  the  Spanbh  armed  boats  and  their  crews  now  in  the 
harbour  of  Pasages;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  let  me  have  your  opinion  of  these  boats  and  their  crews,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  their  Commander  shall  have  communicated  with  you,  and 
you  have  been  able,  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  the  service. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Curtii.  Letaca,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst ;  and  I  beg  to  return  my  best 
thanks  for  your  congratulations  upon  our  recent  successes  in  this  quarter. 
I  sincerely  hope  they  are  of  a  nature  to  secure  the  future  independence 
and  happiness  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Leuca,  37th  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  regarding  the  proposed  relief  of  2  companies 
of  artillery  at  Cadiz,  or  Carthagena ;  and  I  give  directions  that  2  of  the 
companies  may  be  prepared  to  embark,  when  vessels  shall  be  sent  for 
them.  It  is  desirable  that  the  artillery  should  not  be  entirely  withdrawn 
from  Carthagena. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Leaaca,  28th  Aug.  1813,  3}  p.m. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  1  a^,  this  morning.  I  have  ordered 
300  men  of  the  4th  and  Light  divisions  to  march  to  Oyarzun  to-morrow 
morning;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  order  400  of  the  1st 
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division  to  assemble  at  the  same  place.  I  should  hope  these  and  some  of 
Lord  Aylmer's  brigade  would  be  enough  to  show  the  way  to  the  breach, 
if  it  should  be  practicable  to  storm  it. 

I  shall  go  over  to  Pasages  in  the  morning,  to  talk  to  Sir  G.  Collier 
respecting  an  attack  from  the  sea,  the  measures  for  it,  &c. 

MemonuMlum  for  the  Q.  M.  6«o.  and  for  6ie  Adj.  Gen.  Leuca,  28th  Aug.  1813. 

must  be  removed  forthwith  from  Bilbao. 

The  Commandant  of  the  British  Hospitals  at  Bilbao  is  to  be  instructed 
as  follows  :  He  is  to  wait  upon  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  and  to  inforn^ 
them,  that  he  has  my  directions  to  withdraw  his  application  for  the  use  of 
the  rope  walk ;  unless  the  owner  of  it  (Jarala)  should  be  willing  to  allow 
us  to  have  it  on  hire.  He  is  to  understand,  that  as  there  is  a  Spanish 
hospital  as  well  as  a  British  hospital  at  Bilbao,  he  is  not  to  interfere  with 
or  apply  for  the  use  of  the  building  appropriated  to  the  former ;  nor  is  he 
to  apply  for  the  quarters  of  any  Spanish  regiment  quartered  at  Bilbao ;  and 
he  is  to  inform  the  magistrates  that  he  has  received  these  directions. 

He  is  to  understand  that  he  is  in  a  garrison  town,  of  which  there  is  a 
Spanish  Colonel  Commandant ;  and  he  is  to  refer  to  and  obey  all  the 
orders  of  the  army  referrible  to  the  mode  of  treating  the  Spanish  Colonel 
his  superior  officer.  He  is  particularly  to  inform  him  of  the  landing,  the 
embarkation,  the  march,  &c.,  of  all  troops  at  or  from  Bilbao ;  and  is  to 
conduct  himself  in  every  manner  as  becomes  an  inferior  towards  a  supe- 
rior officer. 

He  is  at  the  same  time  to  conduct  his  own  duties,  for  which  he  is 
responsible,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  army,  and  the  particular  orders 
which  he  will  receive  from  time  to  time.  He  is  to  wait  upon  the  Spanish 
Commandant  with  these  instructions,  a  copy  of  which  will  besides  be  sent 
to  him. 

He  is  to  preserve  the  strictest  discipline  among  the  officers  of  the  army 
who  are  or  may  be  stationed  at  Bilbao.  I  desire  that  these  officers  may 
be  informed,  that  I  require  from  them,  not  only  to  perform  their  military 
duty  with  punctuality,  but  that  they  shall  not  offend  against  the  laws  and 
customs  and  rules  of  the  police  of  the  place ;  and  I  particularly  desire  that 
they  will  not  ride  on  horseback  on  the  public  walks,  which  is  not  only 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  police  of  the  place,  but  entirely  disagreeable  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao,  and  which  must  be  prevented. 

7%*  A,Q.  to  Capt,  SwatM,  d6/A  ny/.,  Bilbao,  28th  Aug.  1813. 

The  annexed  memorandum  has  been  drawn  out  by  the  Marquis  of  Wellington 
in  consequeDce  of  representatioDs  having  reached  his  Lordship  irom  the  Spanish 
government  that  inattention  and  want  of  proper  understanding  has  been  very 
evident  on  the  part  of  the  British  responsible  officers  towards  the  municipality 
and  senior  military  officers  of  the  Spanish  service  at  Bilbao.  You  wiU  report  to 
me  your  immediate  comnliance  with  the  3d  and  last  paragraphs  of  the  5th  number 
of  these  instructionB,  ana  your  having  published  his  Excellency's  prohibition  to 
officers  riding  on  the  public  walks  adjacent  to  the  town,  and  your  having  sent  an 
extract  of  tliat  order  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  cavaby  detachments.  I  cannot 
too  forcibly  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  the  instructions  in  the 
accompan3ring  memorandum,  as  well  as  your  requiring  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  station  doing  so  likewise,  and  the  instructions  are  equally  binding  on  officers 
who  may  visit  £lbao  on  indulgence. 
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Tht  A,0.  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Hon,  G.  L,  CoU,  itk  divinon,  and  Major  Qem,  C,  Baron  J  Item, 
Ught  divisum.  Sftth  Aag.  181«. 

I  am  commanded  to  desire  you  to  give  a  detachment  from  the  division  nodes 
your  command,  to  consist  of  100  Brituh  and  50  Portugueses  of  a  descriptiDn  to 
give  example  to  a  column  of  attack,  the  success  of  which  is  an  object  of  moment, 
and  which  it  reauires  conduct  alone  to  secure.  The  division  is  to  furnish  a  Field 
officer ;  each  British  brigade  one  captain,  2  subalterns,  4  seijeants,  and  50  R.  and 
F. ;  the  Portuguese,  one  officer,  2  Serjeants,  and  25  EL  and  F«  This  detachment 
is  to  march  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  for  Oyarzun,  where  the  senior  officer 
will  receive  further  orders  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham. 

fV  A.G.  to  Mqfor  Cimitiere,  Santander.  28th  Aug.  ISIS.    ' 

I  herewith  transwith  to  you  a  memorandum  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  my 
Lord  Wellington,  with  the  view  to  remove  some  difficulties  and  to  promote  a  good 
understanding  between  the  municipality  of  Bilbao  and  the  British  Commandant 
stationed  at  tnat  place,  which  memorandum,  being  in  some  degree  applicable  to 
your  command,  I  recommend  it  to  your  serious  perusal ;  and  I  am  most  anxious 
to  impress  upon  your  mind  how  much  the  public  service  will  be  benefited  by  your 
constantly  avoiding  unnecessary  interference  with  the  Spanish  authorities  or  troopa, 
and  by  your  endeavoring  to  obtain  their  good  will  and  assistance  in  carrying  op 
your  duties  rather  than  to  give  cause  for  complaint. 

7^  A,0,  to  Capt,  Swainy  36/A  regi.,  Bilbao.  29th  Aug.  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tlie  20th  inst.  I  am  to  inform  you  hb  Excellency  has 
approved  of  your  having  received  temporary  accommodation  fur  the  convalescents 
in  dep6t  in  an  issue  of  nee  from  the  store  at  Bilbao  for  the  purpose  of  breakfosting 
the  men,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  accounted  for  out  of  the  sum  issued  to  you  oa 
pubUc  account.  You  will  see  the  eniediency  of  forming  your  command  at  once 
mto  pay  squads  or  divisions,  to  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  officers  belonging 
to  the  same  regiments,  brigades,  or  divisions,  who  are  to  be  responsible  for  the 
detailed  disbursement  of  such  money  as  you  mav  issue  them  on  account  of  vege* 
tables  and  other  comforts  necessary  to  the  soldiers.  As  far  as  possible  you  will 
attend  to  thebrigadlng  of  the  army  in  forming  these  divisions,  and  in  the  posting 
of  superintending  officers  to  them,  to  enable  which  I  send  you  the  brigade  and 
divisional  distribution  of  the  army. 

The  Q.  M.  G.  has  received  instructions  to  send  to  England  the  prisoners  of 
war,  whom  you  report  to  have  been  given  over  to  your  charge,  by  the  earliest 
opportunity  convoy  may  warrant. 

7X«  A,G.  to  the  Jui,  Gt,  and  Royal  artillery,  28th  Aug.  1818. 

In  the  transmission  of  invalided  soldiers*  accounts  to  this  office,  particularly 
those  sent  direct  by  the  officers  commanding  regiments,  there  is  such  an  universal 
deviation  from  the  form  of  return  required  on  such  occasions,  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  desiring  you  will  call  on  the  officers  commanding  regiments  as  far  as 
possible  to  comply  with  the  established  form  of  return  required  from  the  Com* 
mandants  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  as  hereto  annexed,  and  which  is  calculated 
to  inform  the  officer  commanding  the  depdt  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  of  the  state  of 
the  men's  accounts,  claims,  and  period  or  service,  and  from  which  document  in  all 
probability  the  soldiers'  final  disposal  may  be  much  decided.  The  accounts  drawn 
up  in  Uiis  manner,  reffimentally,  for  soldiers  invalided  at  the  same  period,  should 
be  accompanied  by  we  conditional  discharge  of  each  soldier ;  ana  those  whose 
services  so  entitle  them  should  be  of  recommendatory  form,  so  as  to  require  no- 
thing but  confirmation  upon  final  inspection  and  report  in  England.  As  a  voucher 
to  the  regimental  return  of  soldiers'  accounts  when  invalided,  and  satis&etion  to 
the  soldier  on  separating  from  his  regiment,  the  extract  of  each  man's  account 
from  tlie  last  settlement  is  to  be  enclosed  within  his  conditional  discharge.  As 
these  instructions  generally  relate  to  soldiers  invalided,  you  will  keep  a  copy  of 
them,  as  also  the  form  of  regimental  accounts  to  be  rendered,  whicn  must  be 
attended  to  on  all  similar  occasions. 

P.S.  Returns  in  the  enclosed  form  are  required  t  j  be  sent  to  this  office,  with  M 
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little  delay  as  possible,  of  all  men  who  have  been  notified /rom  h^ice  nnce  tbe  1st 
Aug.  as  invaliaed  for  &)gland,  whether  on  account  of  being  unfit  for  service  or 
for  recovery. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Lesaca,  30tb  Aug.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  20th 
Aug.,  in  answer  to  that  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  on 
the  Ith  inst 

It  is  certain  that  the  word  Convenio^  which  is  more  properly  applicable 
to  an  agreement  between  two  characters,  equal  in  power  and  in  public 
estimation  and  respect,  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  the  engagement  into 
which  the  late  Regency  entered  with  me,  or  the  promises  which  tliey 
made  to  me,  in  order  to  induce  me  to  take  upon  myself  the  command  of 
the  Spanish  armies ;  which  engagements  or  promises  I  considered  confirmed 
by  the  existing  Regency  by  the  letter  of  the  late  Minister  at  War,  of  tlie 
28th  March  last ;  or  I  should  not  have  continued  to  hold  a  command  which 
I  ahould  not  have  originally  accepted  if  those  engagements  or  promises 
had  not  been  made. 

The  command  of  an  army,  however  honorable,  is  that  charge  above  all 

others  which  every  individual  has  a  right  to  decline  to  accept ;  and  in  all 

the  discussions  which  have  passed  on  this  subject,  it  was  never  doubted 

'  that  I  had  a  right,  if  I  thought  proper,  to  decline  to  accept  the  command, 

I  

(  Q.M.O.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Hod.  C.  Colville.  Lenca,  SOth  Aug.  1813. 

All  reports  received  within  these  two  days  agree  in  stating  that  the  enemy  have  aug- 
(  mented  uieir  force  very  considerably  upon  liie  right  of  their  line,  and  that  it  is  expected 

\  amongst  them  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  against  our  left  for  the  relief  of  San  Sebastian. 

,  The  enemy^s  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Sarre  was  very  considerably  diminished  the  day  before 

yesterday,  and  there  appeared  to  be,  yesterday,  fewer  troops  by  a  good  deal  in  their  camp 
'  behind  Ainhou^  than  there  had  before  been. 

^  Lord  Wellington  thinks  it  desirable,  under  these  circumstances,  to  try  to  effect  some 

^  diversion  in  favor  of  our  left,  by  endeavoring  to  disquiet  the  troops  the  enemy  has  left 

opposite  our  centre. 
t  ^   This  may  be  effected  by  making  rather  more  show  than  usual  upon  the  hogbta  which  are 

;  in  sight  of^  the  enemy's  camp ;  and  by  pushing  forward  strong  patroles  in  such  situations  af 

are  most  likely  to  give  him  uneasiness  and  make  him  apprehend  an  attack. 

These  divecsioiis  should  be  made  this  evening,  and  also  early  to-morrow  morning,  if  no 
material  change  of  circumstances  takes  place. 

Tou  will  be  so  good  as  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  it  is  by  no  means  Lord  Wellington*! 
intention  that  any  serious  attempt  should  be  made  against  the  enemy,  or  that  the  troops 
employed  should  be  in  any  manner  committed.  I  have  written  to  the  same  effect  to  Lord 
Dalbousie  and  to  Migor  Gen.  Giron. 

Q.M.O.  to  Lieut  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalbousie.  Leiaea,  SOth  Aug.  1818. 

The  enemy  appear  to  have  assembled  a  very  considerable  force  towards  Iran,  opposite 
our  left,  and  also  to  have  added  something  to  their  strength  near  Vera,  opposite  the  positifln 
of  the  Light  division. 

All  the  rumours  coming  hem  them  agree,  also,  ^t  they  mean  to  make  an  attempt  for 
the  relief  of  San  Sebastian. 

Lord  Wellington  desires,  therefore,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  move  the  51st  regt  im- 
mediately to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bridge  of  Lesaca,  and  bring  to  the  same  place  after 
it  the  remainder  of  that  brigade. 

Q.M.6.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  Lesaoa.  SOth  Aug.  1813. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  written  to  Migor  Gen.  Ck>lville,that  you  may  be 
aware  of  the  i^pearanoe  of  things  in  this  quarter. 

If  you  can  give  the  enemy  a  little  alert  in  your  neighbourhood,  it  may  be  well  to  do  so; 
for  if  he  does  not  act  against  our  left  immediately,  that  will  serve  to  distract  his  attenttou, 
and  the  distance  may  add  to  bis  uncertainty  of  what  is  really  intended. 
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which,  on  the  same  grounds,  I  have  now  the  right,  if  I  think  proper,  to 
resign.  Neither  can  any  hody  in  Spain  or  elsewhere  complain,  with  justice, 
of  my  declining  to  accept,  or  now  resigning,  such  command,  as  long  as  I 
shall  continue  to  serve  the  cause  in  that  situation  of  which  the  powers  are 
intrusted  to  me  to  fulfil  the  duties. 

On  this  clear  and  undeniahle  ground  of  my  right  as  an  individual  to 
accept  or  decline  the  offer  of  the  command  which  was  made  to  me,  and 
now  to  resign  it,  I  stated  to  the  late  Regency  certain  arrangements  which 
I  wished  should  he  made,  and  certain  engagements  which  I  wished  should 
be  entered  into  with  me,  in  order  to  induce  me  to  accept  the  command  of 
the  Spanish  army ;  and  I  repeat,  that  if  it  is  wished  that  I  should  continue 
to  hold  the  command  of  the  Spanish  army,  the  same  arrangements  must 
be  made,  and  the  same  engagements  must  be  entered  into  by  the  existing 
government ;  and,  moreover,  must  be  inviolably  adhered  to. 

The  nature  of  these  arrangements  and  engagements,  and  the  grounds  of 
my  wish  that  they  should  be  entered  into,  are  fully  stated  in  my  addresses 
to  the  late  Minister  at  War,  of  the  4th*  and  25th  f  Dec  1812;  and  his 
Excellency's  answer  of  the  1st  Jan.  1813;$  to  which  I  have  but  little  to 
add.  Every  day's  experience  has  convinced  me,  that  I  cannot  do  justice 
to  the  trust  which  the  Spanish  nation  have  reposed  in  me,  or  to  my  own 
character,  unless  what  is  therein  detailed  should  be  adhered  to. 

There  is  nothing  contained  in  those  letters  that  is  inconsistent  with  the 
Ordenanzas  of  the  Spanish  army ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  perfect ; 
excepting  as  far  as  relates  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  officers  and 
soldiers  for  offences  and  neglect  of  duty. 

It  is  notorious  to  every  person  acquainted  with  the  Spanish  army,  that 
there  are  some  officers  still  under  trial,  who  have  been  in  arrest  since  the 
year  1808;  that  the  number  of  officers  under  arrest  is  immense  and  un- 
known ;  and  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  bring  an  officer  to  punbh- 
ment  for  the  most  obvious  offences  against  military  discipline  and  sub- 
ordination, or  for  neglects  of  duty,  which  go  to  the  very  existence  of  the 
army. 

It  is  likewise  obvious,  that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  services  of  the 
nature  of  those  required  by  the  modem  system  of  war,  or  to  revive  and 
maintain  in  an  army  military  discipline  and  subordination,  and  a  true 
military  spirit,  unless  the  officer  charged  with  the  conduct  of  those  ser- 
vices, and  who  is  obliged  to  urge  and  animate  others  to  perform  them, 
has  the  power  not  only  of  punishing,  but  of  recommending  for  rewards ; 
and  that  the  government,  who  alone  can  have  the  power  of  dispensing 
those  rewards,  should  positively  declare  that  those  only  should  receive 
them  who  should  be  thought  deserving  of  them  by  that  officer  to  whom 
the  nation  and  the  government  had  thought  proper  to  intrust  the  conduct 
of  the  military  operations  of  the  State. 

I  observe  likewise,  that  this  concession  in  regard  to  extraordinary  pro- 
motions is  in  conformity  with  the  Ordenanzas^  which  require  that  eyerj 
officer  or  soldier  promoted  in  the  ordinary  way  should  be  recommended 
for  such  promotion  by  his  immediate  superior ;  and  it  is  peculiarly  neces- 

*  See  p.  195.  f  See  p.  319. 

;  See  p.  231. 
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sary,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  government  and 
nation,  in  order  to  induce  the  officers  of  the  army  to  look  for  advance* 
ment  to  the  laborious  performance  of  their  duty  with  the  army  in  the 
field,  rather  than  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  leaders  of  the  parties  of 
the  day  at  Uie  seat  of  government. 

It  if  likewise  conformable  with  the  Ordenamaa  of  the  Spanish  army, 
diat  all  applications,  reports,  &c.,  from  inferiors,  should  reach  the  Sove- 
reign authority  through  the  channel  of  their  respective  immediate  supe- 
riors ;  and  that  the  orders  of  the  Sovereign  authority  should  reach  the 
inferiors  through  the  superiors.  I  ask  only  that  the  principle  of  that 
which  is  laid  down  in  the  Ordenamas  regarding  the  inferior  officers  of 
the  army,  should  be  extended  to  the  high  office  with  which  I  am  intrusted ; 
and  that  the  Regency  would  be  pleased  to  receive  from  my  hands  the 
reports  and  applications  of  the  array,  and  to  convey  through  me  the 
orders  whidi  they  may  wish  to  give  to  their  army. 

It  must  be  recollected,  that  the  army  placed  under  my  command  is  not 
.  in  garrison,  or  in  a  state  of  peace,  but  it  is  in  a  state  of  active  operation 
against  the  enemy,  on  plans  concerted  and  ordered  by  me,  and  in  com- 
bination with  armies  of  other  nations  likewise  under  my  command. 

There  is  nobody  better  aware  than  your  Excellency  is,  of  the  incon- 
venience resulting  from  a  departure  from  this  state  of  the  engagement 
by  the  late  Regency ;  and  I  would  request  you  to  state  to  the  existing 
Regency  what  you  know  of  the  inconvenience  resulting  to  the  service, 
from  my  having  given  orders  which  I  was  competent  to  give,  and  the  late 
Regency  having  given  orders  to  the  same  body  of  troops,  not  through 
the  channel  settled  by  their  arrangements  with  me.  With  the  best  inten- 
tions on  both  sides,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  those  orders  should  pre- 
cisely agree ;  the  utmost  confusion  must  ensue  even  in  times  of  tran- 
quillity ;  and  the  operations  of  war  must  be  impracticable ;  and  the  fact 
is,  that  at  this  moment  the  service  is  feeling  the  inconvenience  of  this 
departure,  by  the  late  Regency,  from  the  terms  of  their  engagement 
with  me. 

This  arrangement,  then,  which  is  not  only  consistent  wiUi  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Ordenanzas  of  the  Spanish  army,  but  conformable  with  the 
practice  of  all  the  armies  in  the  world,  I  consider  indispensable.  But  I 
have  been  too  long  intrusted  with  the  command  of  armies,  and  I  am,  I 
hope,  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  my  situation  and  the  nature 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  government,  to  entertain  the  slightest 
hesitation  about  giving  government  the  earliest  information,  not  only  of 
all  the  reports  and  applications  made  to  me,  but  of  the  orders  issued  by 
me ;  whether  relating  to  discipline,  movements,  interior  economy,  or  any 
other  object  which  can  be  the  subject  of  a  military  communication. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  no  part  of  the  Spanish  army  has  ever  been 
moved  firom  the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed  when  I  took  the 
command  in  January  last,  that  a  special  report  has  not  been  made  to  your 
Excellency,  or  your  predecessor,  not  only  of  the  movement,  but  of  the 
motives  and  objects  of  it ;  and  since  the  army  has  been  in  operation,  your 
Excellency  has  received  a  weekly  report  of  the  movements  and  operations, 
not  only  of  that  part  of  the  Spanish  army  under  my  immediate  command, 
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but  of  tihe  movements  of  the  Britisli  and  Portuguese  armies ;  and  every 
report  received  from  other  officers,  not  acting  immediately  under  my 
directions,  whether  of  movements  or  of  operations,  has  been  transmitted 
to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  received. 

I  shall  not  have  the  smallest  hesitation  in  transmitting  to  your  Excel- 
lency  exact  copies  of  the  orders  under  which  all  these  movements  and 
operations  are  made,  and  of  all  other  orders  issued  by  me  to  the  Spanish 
troops ;  nor  have  I  the  slightest  objection  to  the  officers  of  the  army  trans* 
mitting  to  your  Excellency  directly  the  reports  and  applications  made  to 
me.  All  I  request  is,  that  the  principle  of  the  Ordenanzas  and  of  the 
engagement  made  to  me  should  be  so  far  adhered  to,  as  that,  1st,  the 
government  should  not  give  any  decision  whatever  till  they  shall  have 
received  my  report ;  and,  2dly,  that  they  will  convey  their  decision,  what* 
ever  it  may  be,  through  me. 

With  this  explanation  of  the  term  Convenio^  and  of  what  relates  to 
the  mode  of  communication,  I  expect  that  the  existing  Regency  will  be 
pleased  to  ratify  the  agreement  made  by  their  predecessors  in  the  letter 
from  the  late  Minister  at  War,  of  the  Ist  Jan.  1813,  in  such  terms  as  that 
I  cannot  be  mistaken,  as  I  was  before,  regarding  the  meaning  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  letter  from  the  late  Minister  at  War,  of  the  28th 
March,  1813. 

it  is  really  necessary,  for  many  reasons  connected  with  the  public  ser- 
vice, that  the  government  should  come  to  an  early  and  final  decision 
upon  this  subject,  and  should  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  new 
arrangement  for  the  command  of  their  armies,  if  they  should  think  that 
they  ought  not  to  comply  with  what  I  have  now  had  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  your  Excellency. 

Therefore,  in  case  the  Regency  should  not  think  it  proper  to  comply 
with  my  requests,  I  beg  leave  hereby  to  resign  *the  command  of  the 
Spanish  armies,  with  which  the  Cortes  and  Regency  of  Spain  have  honored 
me ;  and,  in  laying  this  letter  before  the  Regency,  and  in  conveying  it  to 
be  laid  before  the  Cortes,  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  renew  the 
assurance  of  my  gratitude  for  the  repeated  marks  of  favor  and  distinction 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Spanish  nation,  and  of  my  desire  and  in- 
tention to  continue  to  serve  them  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  at  the  head 
of  the  allied  British  and  Portuguese  army ;  and  to  render  every  assistance 
in  my  power  to  any  officer  or  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  command 
the  Spanish  troops. 

Wishing  to  be  clearly  understood  upon  the  subjects  above  referred  to, 
I  have  not  adverted  to  other  topics  connected  with  my  original  acceptance 
of  the  command  of  the  Spanish  army,  as  they  stand  at  present. 

In  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  government  on  the  27th  Dec  1812,* 
I  conveyed  my  opinion  of  the  arrangements  of  a  civil  and.financial  nature, 
which  it  was  my  opinion  ought  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  establish  the 
authority  of  government  in  the  provinces  recently  recovered  from  the 
enemy ;  to  provide  for  the  immediate  maintenance  of  the  army,  in  order 
to  continue  the  operations  of  the  war ;  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  better 
and  more  wise  system  of  government,  to  be  eventually  established  in  the 

*  See  p.  331. 
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provinces.  The  Cortea,  however,  preferred  the  system  adopted  by  their 
decree  of  the  6th  Jan.  1813,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  carry  into 
execution  what  their  wisdom  decreed.  Experience,  however,  has  proved 
that  these  provisions,  although  well  intended,  have  not  answered  the  end 
expected  from  them. 

More  than  half  of  Spain  has  been  cleared  of  the  enemy  above  a  year ; 
and  the  whole  of  Spain,  excepting  Catalonia  and  a  small  part  of  Aragon, 
since  the  months  of  May  and  June  last.  The  most  abundant  harvest  has 
been  reaped  in  all  parts  of  the  country ;  millions  of  money  spent  by  the 
contending  armies  in  the  Peninsula  are  circulating  every  where ;  and  yet 
your  armies,  however  weak  in  numbers,  are  literally  starving.  The  allied 
British  and  Portuguese  army  under  my  command  have  been  subsisted, 
particularly  latterly,  almost  exclusively  upon  the  magazines  Imported  by 
sea ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  besides  money 
for  the  pay  of  all  the  armies  which  has  been  given  from  the  military  chest 
of  the  British  army,  and  has  been  received  from  no  other  quarter,  the 
British  magazines  have  supplied  quantities  of  provisions  to  all  the  Spanish 
armies,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  remain  in  the  field  at  all ;  and,  notwith- 
standing this  assistance,  I  have  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the  Spanish 
troops  on  the  outposts  obliged  to  plunder  the  nut  and  apple  trees  for  sub- 
sistence ;  and  to  know  that  the  Spanish  troops  employed  in  the  blockade 
of  Pamplona  and  Santoiia  were  starving  upon  half  an  allowance  of  bread, 
while  the  enemy  whom  they  were  blockading  were  at  the  same  time  re- 
ceiving their  full  allowance.  The  system,  then,  is  inefficient  to  procure 
supplies  for  the  army ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  it  is  the  most  oppressive  and  injurious  to  the  country,  on  which  it  is 
inflicted,  that  could  be  devised. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  country  does  not  produce  the  means  of 
maintaining  the  men  necessary  for  its  defence :  those  means  are  undoubt- 
edly superabundant ;  and  the  enemy  has  proved  that  armies  can  be  main- 
tained in  Spain,  at  the  expense  of  the  Spanish  nation,  infinitely  larger  than 
are  necessary  for  its  defence. 

The  cause,  then,  of  this  deficiency  of  all  the  means  necessary  to  support 
an  army  must  be  looked  for  elsewhere ;  and,  considering  that  the  rich  pro- 
vinces of  Estremadura,  and  Castille,  and  Asturias,  and  Leon,  and  Galicia, 
have  literally  supplied  nothing  to  the  4th  army,  and  others  but  little  or 
nothing  to  those  which  their  resources  were  destined  to  maintain,  the 
deficiency  must  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  ability,  or  want  of  power,  or 
to  both  those  wants,  in  those  persons  employed  to  realise  and  apply  these 
resources  to  the  public  service. 

Sir,  the  fact  is  notorious,  that  there  is  no  authority  in  the  country  to 
enforce  the  law  and  the  due  payment  of  the  contributions  to  government ; 
and  the  officers  of  the  Hacienda  don't  perform  their  duty.  They  are 
infinitely  more  numerous  than  is  necessary,  and  their  maintenance  exhausts 
the  revenues  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  the  maintenance  of  the  troops 
on  the  frontiers.  I  have  sent  to  your  Excellency's  office  proofs  that  sorap 
branches  of  the  revenue  cost  10  and  80  per  cent,  to  collect  them. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  that  matters  cannot  go  on  long 
as  they  are.     The  winter  is  approaching,  and  no  magazine  or  other  pro- 
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vifion  o/  any  kind  lias  been  made  for  the  Spanish  troops,  who,  as  I  Lave 
above  stated,  have  not  at  present  even  enough  for  their  daily  subsistence. 
With  every  wish  to  assist  all  the  troops  under  my  command,  particularly 
those  with  whose  conduct  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied,  and  the  continuance 
of  whose  services  is  so  important  to  the  prosperous  issue  of  the  campaign, 
it  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  that  there  are  limits  to  the  assistance 
of  this  kind  which  can  be  afforded.  The  state  of  the  season  will  soon 
render  the  navigation  of  the  north  coast  of  Spain  very  difficult,  if  not 
entirely  impracticable;  and  I  must  expect  that  the  magazines  of  the 
British  army  will  be  less  plentifully  supplied ;  and  greater  economy  must 
be  observed  in  the  expenditure  of  them ;  and  the  issue  must  necessarily  be 
confined  to  those  troops  for  whose  wants  they  were  intended  to  jx'ovide. 

I  would  also  request  your  Excellency  to  observe,  that  the  pecuniary 
resources  of  Great  Britain,  although  large,  are  not  unlimited ;  and  tlieir 
realization,  and  the  possibility  of  applying  them  to  the  assistance  of  her 
allies,  are  confined  by  the  continuance  of  the  disturbances  in  America ; 
and  that  Great  Britain,  even  for  Spanish  objects,  has  calls  upon  her  assist^ 
ance  from  the  north  of  Europe,  which  she  cannot  neglect  without  neglecting 
the  essential  interests  of  Spain,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Under  these  circumstances,  whether  I  am  to  remain  in  the  command  of 
the  Spanish  army  or  not,  I  earnestly  entreat  your  Excellency  to  exert  the 
influence  which  you  possess  over  the  councils  of  the  Regency,  to  torn 
their  attention  in  the  most  serious  manner  to  the  state  of  the  public 
authority,  and  of  the  financial  system  in  the  provinces,  and  to  its  connexion 
with  the  military,  as  the  only  mode  by  which  a  Spanish  army  can  be 
maintained,  and  the  independence  and  happiness  of  Spain  can  be  insured. 

I  am  very  much  flattered  by  the  government  having  delayed  to  remove 
the  Duque  del  Parque  from  his  command,  till  they  should  receive  my 
opinion  whether  the  measure  would  be  attended  with  inconvenience.  It 
is  always  inconvenient  to  change  the  person  who  commands  an  army ;  but 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular  inconvenience  attending  the  change  at 

Q.M.O.  to  Don  P.  A.  GirOD.  LeMca,  81  AoAi,  181S.  7  da  natia. 

Le  g^D^ral  Kempt,  qui  commande  actuelletnent  la  division  L^gdre,  nous  donne  avis 
que  rennemt  fait  detcendre  det  troupes  de  la  montagne  au  dessus  de  Vera.*  £u  cas  que 
la  dirisiou  L^re  Tint  k  6tre  attaqu^e  d'uue  maniire  sdrieuie,  le  G^ndral  en  Qief  ddsire 
Que  vous  appuyies  siv  votre  gauche  pour  soutenir  cette  division.  Vous  aurez  soin  poortant 
de  tenir  toujours  sur  les  hauteurs  qui  legardent  du  c5t^  de  Sarre,  une  force  suffiaatite  puur 
s*opix>ser  aux  teutatives  que  remieini  puurrait  faire  de  ce  cot^ii ;  et  de  l*importaiice  de»- 
quelles  vous  sauriei  juger  toujours  d'aprgs  les  forces  qu'il  y  aura,  en  avaut,  et  dans  Ice 
environs  de  Sarre. 

Le  g^6ral  Kempt  aura  une  instruction  par  laquelle  il  lui  sera  permis  de  quitter  )a  po- 
sition quHl  occupe  a  present  sur  les  hauteurs  de  Sta  Barbara,  soit  pour  se  porter  eu  avitut 
vers  Vera,  soit  pour  marcher  au  soutien  des  troupes  qui  se  trouvent  sur  la  rive  gauche  tie  la 
Bidasoa  au  dessus  de  Salain.  Si  le  g^ii^ral  Kempt  se  decide  4  faire  Tun  ou  Taiitre  de  cf 
mouvemens,  il  auia  ordre  de  vous  en  donner  avis ;  et  le  G^n^ral  en  Chef  d^ire  que  dans  ce 
cas  vous  fassiex  promptement  occuper  la  position  de  Sta  Barbara  par  une  partie  des  troupes 
i  vos  ordretf  en  remplacement  de  fa  division  L6gdre. 

La  7"**  division  a  ordre  de  se  mettre  en  marche  inceHamment  poor  Lciaca,  mais  elle 
va  £tre  remplaote  en  avant  d*Eoha]ar  par  des  troupes  de  la  3^  division. 

*  Report  from  Major  Gen.  Kempt  to  the  Q.M.G.     Otfnp  near  Verm,  tlii  kng,  18it,  fti  a.si. 

The  enemy  appears  to  he  moving  down  from  the  position  above  Vera  in  very  comidfr^ 
alile  force.  He  is  moving  down  the  great  gorge  from  the  right  of  his  position,  and  forming 
columns  behind  the  lower  heights. 
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the  present  moment ;  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  that  it  is 
'  the  pleasure  of  government  that  his  Excellency  should  be  removed,  I  shall 

I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  regarding  a  successor,  if  it 

I  should  likewise  be  the  pleasure  of  government  that  I  should  retain  the 

1  command  of  the  Spanish  armies. 

1 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.R      Lenca,  2d  Seftt  1813,  20  minutes  before  7  a.m. 

I  have  only  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  6  p.m.  yesterday,  which 
is  an  additional  proof  how  little  the  ordinary  communication  is  to  be  trusted 
when  it  is  desiml  to  have  early  communication  of  directions  from  hence. 

I  conceive  Lord  Aylmer's  brigade,  and  all  other  men  immediately  from 
England,  to  be  quite  unfit  for  active  service,  and  therefore,  although  they 
may  do  very  well  to  restore  order  to  the  town,  they  cannot  carry  on  the 
^  siege. 

The  best  thing  to  be  done  with  the  5th  division  is,  to  relieve  them  by 
'  two  brigades  of  the  Ist  division,  and  send  the  5th  division  out  to  the  camp 

'  of  the  1st  division.     These,  with  Pack's  and  Bradford's  brigades,  would, 

'  I  should  think,  be  sufficient  to  complete  what  has  been  done.     Spaniards 

would  do  you  no  good.     You  had  better  send  a  provost  into  the  town, 
'  and  have  a  gallows  erected ;  and  the  gates  kept  shut,  and  nobody  to  be 

Q.1(.G.  to  Major  Geo.  Kempt,  or  oflBcer  commanding  the  Light  division, 
r  LeMM,  81al  Aug.  1813, 8  a.m. 

t  In  the  event  of  ita  appearing  to  you  to  be  necessary  or  advisable  to  make  a  movement  in 

aid  of  the  troops  stationed  to  maintain  the  heights  above  Salain,  you  are  authorised  to  doso^ 
'  either  by  making  a  direct  attack  upon  the  enemy,  should  circumstances  admit  of  your  doing 

•  io  without  committing  the  Light  division,  or  by  moving  the  division,  or  a  part  df  it,  to  the 

left  bank  d  the  Bidawa. 

In  the  event  of  your  making  any  movement,  however,  which  would  leave  the  position 

of  St*  Barbara  unoccupied,  you  will  apprise  Gen.  Giroo  as  soon  as  possible,  and  request 

him  to  send  a  part  ot  the  Spanish  troops  to  replace  the  Light  division  upon  the  heights  of 

StaBarbara. 

G^en.  Giron  has  been  written  to  u^n  this  subject,  and  has  also  been  requested  to  give 
r  support  from  hia  left  to  the  Light  division  in  the  position  of  St*  Barbara,  should  it  become 

necessary. 

Q.H.G.  to  the  oiBcer  commanding  Head  Quarters.      LeMca,  Slit  Aag.  1818,  k  before  8  a.m. 
The  baggage  of  head  quarters  is  to  be  nacked  immediately,  and  is  to  proceed  to  Yanci, 

there  to  remain  till  further  orders.     If  it  should  become  necessary  to  move  the  baggage  from 
I  Yanci  farther  to  the  rear,  it  will  be  directed  upon  Axticuxa.     Guides  should  therdRne  be 

procured  who  know  the  road  from  Yanci  to  Articuza. 
I 

Q.M.G.  to  Doo  P.  A.  Giron.  LeeiMn.  81  AoAt.  1818.  8i  da  rnaUn. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir,  ft  Vinstant,  un  billet  du  G^n^ral  en  Chef,  qui  se  trouvait  alors  sur 
'  les  hauteurs  au-dessus  de  San  Antonio.     S.  E.  vous  friit  dire,  mon  gto^ral,  de  marcher 

tout  de  suite,  avec  toutes  les  troupes  que  vous  aurei  disponibles,  pour  soutenir  la  division 

L^gdre  dans  la  position  de  Sta  Barban. 

Inetructions  communicated  by  the  Q.M.G.  Leinea,  tisi  Aog.  1818. 

Lord  Dalhoune  will  be  so  good  as  order  the  baggage  of  the  7th  division  to  Aranai,  there 
to  wait  further  orders.     It  can  move  to  Aranaz  by  the  bridge  of  Yanci  or  by  Sumbilla. 

Lord  Dalhousie  will  he  so  good  as  send  forward  an  officer  to  Major  Gen.  Inglis  s  brigade, 
to  receive  whatever  further  orders  may  be  sent  there  for  him.  The  brigade  has  been  moved 
from  Lesaca  to  the  heights  on  the  road  towards  Oyarzun,  about  3  or  3  miles  fWmi  hence. 

If  Lord  Dalhousie  does  not  receive  anv  orders  before  reaching  Lesaca,  or  at  Lesaca,  he 
will  be  so  good  as  move  on  the  (roops  wim  him  to  support  Gen.  Inglis  upon  the  heights 
above  mentioned. 
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allowed  to  go  in  excepting  on  duty.  1  have  no  objection  to  Rey  being 
summoned,  but  I  have  no  notion  of  his  surrendering. 

Freyre  has  sent  me  word  that  he  expects  to  be  attacked  this  morning ; 
but  I  have  as  yet  heard  nothing  of  this  attack;  and  I  see  all  the  camps  in 
this  neighbourhood  quite  quiet. 

P.S.  The  dragoon  states  that  he  was  not  despatched  till  9  last  night. 
The  delay  in  the  communication  occurs  so  frequently,  that  it  is  worth 
inquiring  into. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadiz.  LeMca,  2d  S^  1813 

I  enclose  the  report  which  I  have  received  from  Gen.  Don  M.  Freyre, 
of  the  action  fought  by  that  part  of  the  4th  army  under  his  immediate 
command,  on  the  31st  Aug. ;  and  the  report  received  from  Gen.  Don 
P.  A.  Giron,  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Reserve  of  Andalusia  on 
the  30th  and  31st  Aug. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Lesaca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  23d 
July,  in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  me,  by  order  of  the  government,  the 
decree  of  the  Cortes  of  the  22d  July,  by  which  His  Majesty  has  granted 
to  me  the  possession  called  the  Soto  de  Roma. 

I  have  received  such  repeated  marks  of  the  favor  of  the  Cortes,  that  I 
can  scarcely  find  words  adequate  to  express  my  sense  of  them,  more  par- 
ticularly for  this  last,  by  which  I  have  been  adopted  by  the  Spanish  nation 
in  a  manner  most  honorable  and  gratifying  to  my  feelings. 

I  can  only  evince  my  gratitude  by  continuing  to  devote  myself  to  tlie 
just  cause  of  this  nation,  and  by  persevering  in  the  same  conduct  which 
lias  hitherto  obtained  me  such  repeated  and  honorable  marks  of  the  favor 
of  the  government  and  Cortes. 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Lesaca,  Sd  Sept.  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  this  date  to  the 
Sec.  of  State,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  by  assault  of  the  town  of 
San  Sebastian,  on  the  31st  Aug.,  and  of  other  military  operations,  which 
I  hope  will  meet  with  your  Royal  Highness'  approbation. 

To  Earl  Bathurst  Lesaea,  2d  Sept  1813. 

The  fire  against  the  fort  of  San  Sebastian  was  opened  on  the  26th  Aug., 
and  directed  against  the  towers  which  flanked  the  bastion  on  the  eastern 
face ;  against  the  demi  bastion  on  the  south  east  angle,  and  the  termination 
of  the  curtain  of  the  south  face.  * 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham  had  directed  that  an  establishment  should 
be  formed  on  the  island  of  S*»  Clara,  which  was  effected  on  the  night  of 
the  26th,  and  the  enemy's  detachment  on  the  island  wel«  made  prisoners. 
Capt  Cameron  of  the  9th  had  the  command  of  the  detachment  ^diich 
effected  this  operation,  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graliam  particularly  ap- 
plauds his  conduct,  and  that  of  Lieut  Chadwick,  of  the  Royal  Engineers. 
The  conduct  of  Lieut  the  Hon.  J.  Arbuthnot,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who 
commanded  the  boats,  was  highly  meritorious,  as  likewise  that  of  Lieut. 
♦  See  Appendix^  No.  X. 
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Bell,  of  the  Royal  Marines.  All  tliat  was  deemed  practicable  to  carry 
into  execution  in  order  to  fitcilitate  the  approach  to  the  breaches  before 
made  in  the  wall  of  San  Sebastian,  having  been  effected  on  the  30th  Aug., 
and  the  breach  having  been  made  at  the  termination  of  the  bastion,  the 
place  was  stormed  at  II  o'clock  in  the  day  on  the  3l8t,  and  carried. 

The  loss  on  our  side  has  been  severe.  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith,  who 
had  joined  the  army  only  two  days  before,  and  Major  Gens.  Oswald  and 
Robinson,  were  unfortunately  wounded  in  the  breach ;  and  Col.  Sir  R. 
Fletcher  was  killed  by  a  musket  ball  at  the  mouth  of  the  trenches.  In 
this  officer,  and  in  Lieut  Col.  Craufurd  of  the  9th  regt,  His  Majesty's 
service  has  sustained  a  serious  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham's  report  ♦  of 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Grabam,  K.B.,  to  Field  Manhal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

Oyarzun,  lit  Sept  1813. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship*t  orden  of  tbe  preceding  day,  to  attack  and  form  a 
lodgment  on  the  breach  of  San  Sebastian,  which  now  extended  to  the  left,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  outermost  tower,  the  end  and  front  of  the  curtain  immediately  over  the  left  bastion,  as 
well  as  the  faces  of  the  bastion  itself,  the  assault  took  place  at  11  o*clock,  a.m.,  yesterday; 
and  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  Lordship^  that  the  heroic  perseverance  of  all  me 
troops  concerned  was  at  last  crown^i  with  success. 

The  column  of  attack  was  formed  of  the  2d  brigade  of  the  5th  division,  commanded  by 
Major  Gen.  Robinson,  with  an  immediate  support  of  detachments  as  per  margin,f  and 
having  in  reserve  the  remainder  of  the  5th  division,  consisting  of  Major  (fen.  Spry's  Portu- 
guese brigade,  and  the  1st  brigade  under  Major  Gen.  Hay,  as  also  the  5th  batt  of  ca^a- 
dores  of  Gen.  Bradford's  brigade,  under  Major  Hill ;  the  whole  imder  the  direction  of 
Lieut  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith,  commanding  the  5th  division. 

Having  arranged  every  thing  with  Sir  J.  Leith,  I  crossed  the  Urumea  to  the  batteries  of 
the  right  attack,  where  every  thing  could  be  most  distinctly  seen,  and  from  whence  the 
orders  for  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  according  to  circumstances,  could  be  immediately 
given. 

The  column  in  filing  out  of  the  right  of  the  trenches  was  as  before  exposed  to  a  heavy 
fire  of  shells  and  grape  shot,  and  a  mine  was  exploded  in  the  left  angle  orthe  counterscarp 
of  the  homwork,  which  did  great  damage,  but  did  not  check  the  ardor  of  the  troops  in  ad- 
vancing to  the  attack.  There  never  was  any  thing  so  fallacious  as  the  external  appearance 
of  the  breach;  without  some  description,  the  almost  insuperable  difiiculties  of  the  breach 
cannot  be  estimated.  Notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  there  was  but  one  point  where  it 
was  possible  to  enter,  and  there  by  single  files.  All  the  inside  of  the  wall  to  the  right  of 
the  curtain  formed  a  perpendicular  scarp  of  at  least  20  feet  to  the  level  of  the  streets ;  so 
that  the  narrow  ridge  of  the  curtain  itself,  formed  by  the  breaching  of  its  end  and  fnMit, 
was  the  only  accessible  point  During  the  suspension  of  the  operations  of  the  siege,  from 
want  of  ammunition,  the  enemy  had  preparea  every  means  of  defence  which  art  could 
devise,  so  that  great  numbers  of  men  were  covered  by  intrcnchments  and  traverses,  in  the 
homwork,  on  the  ramparts  of  the  curtain,  and  inside  of  the  town  opposite  to  the  breach,  and 
ready  to  pour  a  most  destructive  fire  of  musketry  on  both  flanks  of  the  approach  to  the  top 
of  the  narrow  ridge  of  the  curtain. 

Every  thing  that  the  most  determined  bravery  could  attempt  was  repeatedly  tried  in 
vain  by  the  troops,  who  were  brought  forward  from  the  trenches  in  succession.  No  man 
outlived  the  attempt  to  gain  the  ridge :  and  though  the  slope  of  the  breach  afforded  shelter 
from  the  enemy's  musketry,  yet  still  the  nature  of  the  stone  rubbish  prevented  the  great 
exertions  of  the  engineers  ana  working  parties  from  being  able  to  form  a  lodgment  for  the 
troops,  exposed  to  the  shells  and  grape  from  the  batteries  of  the  castle,  as  was  particularly 
directed,  m  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  instructions ;  and,  at  all  events,  a  secure  lodg- 
ment could  never  have  been  obtained  without  occupying  a  part  of  the  curtain. 

In  this  almost  desperate  state  of  the  attack,  after  consulting  with  Col.  Dickson,  com- 
manding the  Royal  artillery,  I  ventured  to  order  the  guns  to  be  turned  against  the  curtain. 


t  1*^  volunteers  of  the  Light  division,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Hunt,  of  the  53d 
regt. ;  400  of  the  1st  division  (consisting  of  200  of  tbe  bngades  of  Guards,  under  Lieut 
Col.  Cook ;  of  100  of  the  Light  battalion,  and  100  of  the  line  battalions  K.  G.  L.),  under 
Major  Robertson;  and  200  volunteers  of  the  4th  division,  under  Major  Rose,  of  the 
20th  foot 
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thifl  operation,  in  which  your  liordship  will  observe  with  pleasure  another 
distinguished  instance  of  the  gallantry  and  perseverance  of  His  Majesty's 
officers  and  troops  under  the  most  trying  difficulties. 

All  reports  concur  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  detachment  from  the 
10th  Po^uguese  brigade,  under  Major  Snodgrass,  which  crossed  the  river 
Urumea,  and  stormed  the  breach  on  the  right  under  all  the  fire  which 
could  be  directed  upon  them  from  the  castle  and  town. 

The  garrison  retired  to  the  castle,  leaving  about  2*70  prisoners  in  our 
hands ;  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  to  infcmn  year 
Lordship  that  we  have  possession  of  that  post. 

Since  the  fire  against  San  Sebastian  had  been  recommenced,  the  enenij 
had  drawn  the  greatest  part  of  their  force  to  the  camp  of  Urrugne ;  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  make  an  attempt  to 
relieve  the  place.     Three  divisions  of  the  4th  Spanish  army,  commanded 

A  beavy  fire  of  artillery  was  directed  against  it;  paning  a  few  feet  only  over  thelieads  of 
our  troops  ou  the  breach,  and  was  kept  up  with  a  precision  of  practice  beyond  all  example. 
Meanwhile  I  accepted  the  offer  of  a  part  of  Mafor  Gen.  Bradford's  Portuguese  brigade  to 
ford  the  river  near  its  mouth.  The  advance  of  the  1st  batt  13th  regt,  under  Major  Snod- 
grass,  over  the  onen  beach,  and  across  the  river;  and  of  a  detachment  of  the  24th  regt^ 
under  Lieut  Col.  Mac  Bean,  in  support,  was  made  in  the  handsomest  style,  under  a  very 
severe  fire  of  grape.  Major  Snodgiass  attacked,  and  finally  carried,  the  small  breach  oo 
the  right  of  the  great  one ;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Mac  Bean's  detachment  occupied  the  right  of 
tlie  great  breach.  I  ought  not  to  omit  to  mention,  that  a  similar  offer  was  made  by  the 
1st  Portuguese  regt.  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wilson's  brigade,  under  Lieut  Col.  Fearon ;  and  that 
botli  Major  Gen.  Bradford  and  Brig.  Gen.  Wilson  had,  from  the  beginning,  urged  mosi 
anxiously  the  employment  of  their  respective  brigades  in  the  attack,  as  they  had  had  to 
large  a  sliare  in  the  labor  and  fatigues  of  the  right  attack.  Observing  now  the  effect  of 
the  admirable  fire  of  the  batteries  against  the  curtain,  though  the  enemy  was  so  much 
covered,  a  great  effort  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  gain  the  high  ridge  at  all  haiard%  at  tibe 
same  time  Uiat  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  stonn  the  homwork. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  2d  brigade  of  the  51  h  division,  under  the  command  of  Col.  the 
Hon.  C.  Greville,  to  move  out  of  the  trenches  for  this  purpose,  and  the  Sd  batt.  of  the 
Royal  Scots  under  Lieut  Col.  Barns,  supported  by  the  38th,  under  Lieut  Col.  Miles^ 
fortunately  arrived  to  assault  the  breach  of  the  curtain  about  the  time  when  an  explonoo 
on  the  rampart  of  the  curtain  (occasit)ned  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery)  created  some  confuaion 
among  the  enemy.  The  narrow  pass  was  gained,  and  was  maintained,  after  a  severs 
conflict ;  and  the  troops  on  the  rignt  of  the  breach,  having  about  this  time  succeeded  io 
forcing  the  barricades  on  the  top  of  the  narrow  line  wall,  found  their  way  into  the  houses 
tliat  joined  it  Thus,  after  an  assault  which  lasted  above  two  hours,  under  the  most'trying 
circumstances,  a  firm  footing  was  obtained. 

It  was  impossible  to  restrain  the  impetiiosity  of  the  troops,  and  in  an  hour  more  the 
enemy  were  driven  from  all  the  complication  of  defences  prepared  in  the  streets,  suflfisiug 
a  severe  loss  on  their  retreat  to  the  castle,  and  leaving  the  whole  town  in  our  possession. 

Though  it  must  be  evident  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  troops  were  all  animated  with  the 
most  enthusiastic  and  devoted  gallantry,  and  that  all  are  entitled  to  the  highest  commenda- 
tion, yet,  I  am  sure,  your  Lordship  will  wish  to  be  informed  more  particularly  oonoeming 
those  who,  from  their  situations,  had  opportunities  of  gaining  peculiar  distinction ;  and,  as 
the  distance  I  was  at  myself  does  not  enable  me  to  perform  this  act  of  justice  from 
personal  observation,  I  have  taken  every  pains  to  collect  information  from  the  superior 
officers.  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith  justified,  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  confidence  reposed 
in  his  tried  judgment  and  distinguished  gallantry,  conducting  and  directing  tiie  attack,  till 
obliged  to  be  reluctantly  carried  off,  after  receiving  a  most  severe  contusion  on  the  bteast* 
and  having  his  left  arm  broken. 

Major  Gen.  Hay  succeeded  to  the  command,  and  ably  conducted  the  attack  to  the  last. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Ijeith  expresses  his  great  obligations  to  Maior  Gens.  Hay  and  Robinson 
rthe  latter  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field  from  a  severe  wouua  in  the  face),  and  to  Lieut. 
CoU.  Berkeley  and  Gonnn,  A.  A.  G.  and  A.  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  5th  division,  for  their  sealous 
services  during  this  arduous  contest  He  warmly  recommends  to  your  Lordship^s  notice 
his  aide  de  camp,  Capt.  Belches,  of  the  69th  foot ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  Major  Gen. 
Hay,  he  bears  testimony  to  the  highly  meritorious  conduct  of  (Japt  J.  Stewart,  of  the  3d 
batt.  Royal  Scots,  aide  de  camp  to  Major  Gen.  Hay ;  and  he  recommends  to,  your  Lord- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  729 

by  Gen.  Don  M.  Freyre,  occupied  the  heights  of  San  Marcial  and.  the 
.  ^  town  of  Iran,  by  which  the  approach  to  San  Sebastian  by  the  high  road 

was  covered  and  protected ;  and  they  were  supported  by  the  Ist  division 
of  British  infantry  under  Gen.  Howard,  and  Lord  Aylmer's  brigade,  on 
'[  their  left  and  in  the  rear  of  Irun ;  and  by  Gen.  Longa's  division,  en- 

!'  camped  near  the  Sierra  de  Aya,  in  rear  of  their  right.     In  order  to  secure 

*  them  still  further,  I  inoved  2  brigades  of  the  4th  division,  on  the  30th, 

to  the  Convent  of  San  Antonio,  one  of  which  (Gen.  Ross'),  imder  Lieut. 
'  Gen.  Sir  L.  Cole,  the  same  day,  afterwards  moved  up  to  the  Sierra  de 

'  Aya,  and  the  other  on  the  morning  of  the  31st;  leaving  the  9th  Portu- 

guese brigade  on  the  heights  between  the  Convent  of  Vera  and  Lesaca. 
'  Major  Gen.  Inglis's  brigade  of  the  7th  division  was  moved  on  the  30th 

f  to  itie  bridge  of  Lesaca ;  and  I  gave  orders  for  the  troops  in  the  Puertos 

^  of  Echalar,  Zugarramurdi,  and  Maya,  to  attack  the  enemy's  weakened 

^  posts  in  front  of  these  positions. 

»  chip's  notice  Major  Gen.  Robinfon's  aide  de  camp,  Capt  Wood,  4th  foot,  as  also  Capts. 

(.  Williamsoo  and  Jones  of  that  xegiment :  the  fonner  was  severely  wounded  in  the  command 

i:  of  the  4th,  following  the  forlorn  hope  in  the  bnt  style,  and  remaining  long  after  his  wound. 

I  CavL,  Jones  succenled  to  the  command  of  the  brigade,  and  conducted  it  with  great 

f  ability. 

p  Sir  J.  Leith  likewise  particularises  Capt  Taylor,  48th  regt..  Brigade  Major  to  the  Ist 

brigade,  and  Ueut  Le  Blanc,  of  the  4th  foot,  who  led  the  light  infantry  company  of  the 
regiment,  immediately  after  the  forlorn  hope,  and  is  the  only  surviving  officer  of  the 


I  advance.     Major  Gen.  Robinson  unites  his  testimony  of  praise  of  Capts.  Williamson  and 

Jones,  and  Lieut.  Le  Blanc,  above  mentioned.     He  likewise  commends  highly  Capt 


,1 


I 


^  Livesay,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  47th  foot,  on  Major  Kelly  being  killed, 

and  kept  it  till  wounded,  when  the  command  devolve<l  on  Lieut.  Power,  who  ably  per- 
formed the  duty,  as  also  Capt  Pilkington,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  d9th  on 
Capt  Scott  being  killed,  and  retained  it  till  wounded,  when  the  command  of  that  bat- 
talion fell  to  Capt  Halford,  who  led  it  with  great  credit,  and  also  Brevet  Major  Anwyll, 
Brigade  Major  of  the  3d  brigade. 

Major  Gen.  Hay  having  now  the  command  of  the  5th  division,  mentions  in  terms  of 
great  praise  the  excellent  conduct  of  Major  Gen.  Spry,  commanding  the  Portuguese 
brigade,  and  the  very  distinguished  gallantry  of  CoL  de  Hego,  and  the  15th  Portuguese 
regt,  under  his  command,  and  of  Col.  M*Crae,  with  the  3d  Portuguese  regt ;  and 
Mfigor  Gen.  Spry  mentions  in  terms  of  high  praise,  Lieut.  Col.  Hill,  commanding  the  8th 
ca^ores,  and  Major  C.  Stuart  Campbell,  commanding  the  3d  Portuguese  regt.  in  Col. 
M*Crae's  at)sence  on  general  duty ;  and  he  expresses  his  great  obligations  to  Capt.  Brae* 
kenbury,  of  the  Gist  regt,  his  aide  de  camp,  and  to  Brigade  Major  Fitzgerald.  Major 
Gen.  Hay  speaks  most  highly  of  the  services  of  CoL  the  Hon.  C  Greville,  of  the  38th,  in 
command  of  the  2d  brigade,  and  of  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Lieut  Col.  Bams,  in  the 
successful  assault  of  the  curtain,  with  the  brave  bat^ion  of  the  Royal  Scots,  and  also  of 
the  exemplary  conduct  of  Lieut  Col.  Cameron,  of  the  9th  foot,  and  Lieut.  Cols.  Miles 
and  Dean,  of  the  38th,  and  all  the  officers  and  troops  engaged ;  and  he  exrn^ses  himself 
as  most  particularly  indebted  to  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  intrepidity  of  Brigade  Major 
Taylor,  and  Capt  Stewart^  of  the  Royal  Scots,  acting  as  his  aide  de  camp,  formerly 
mentioned. 

Major  Gen.  Hay  likewise  expresses  his  great  satisfaction  with  the  gallant  and  judicious 
conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Cook,  commanding  the  detachment  of  Guards ;  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hunt, 
commanding  the  detachment  of  the  Light  division,  who  was  severely  wounded ;  and  of  all 
the  other  officers  and  troops  of  the  detadiments. 

Major  Gen.  Hay  conducted  the  division  along  the  ramparts  himself,  widi  the  judgment 
and  gallantry  that  have  so  often  marked  his  conduct 

I  have  now  only  to  repeat  the  expressions  of  my  highest  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  the  Royal  artillery  and  Engineers,  as  formerly  particularised  in  the  report  of 
the  first  attack.  Every  branch  of  the  Artillery  service  has  been  conducted  by  Col.  Dickson 
with  the  greatest  ability,  as  was  that  of  the  Engineer  department  by  Lieut  Col.  Sir  R. 
Fletcher,  until  the  moment  of  bis  much  lamented  fall  at  the  mouth  of  the  trenches. 
Lieut  Col.  Burgoyne  succeeded  to  the  command,  and  is  anxious  that  I  should  convey  to 
your  Lordship  Sir  R.  Fletcher*s  sense  of  the  great  merit  and  gallantry  of  Capt.  Henderson, 
in  the  attack  of  the  Island,  on  the  morning  of  the  37th  ult ;  and  of  the  peisevering  exertiuiu 
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The  enemy  crossed  the  Bidasoa  by  the  fords  between  Andtcra  and  tbe 
destroyed  bridge  on  the  high  road,  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  with  a  very  large  force,  with  which  they  made  a  most  desperate 
attack  along  the  whole  front  of  the  position  of  the  Spanish  troops  on  the 
heights  of  San  Marcial.  They  were  beat  back,  some  of  them  even  across 
the  river,  in  the  most  gallant  style,  by  the  Spanish  troops,  whose  conduct 
was  equal  to  that  of  any  troops  that  I  have  ever  seen  engaged,  and  the 
attack,  having  been  frequently  repeated,  was  upon  every  occasion  defeated 
with  the  same  gallantry  and  determination.  The  course  of  the  river 
being  immediately  und^er  the  heights  on  the  French  side,  on  which  the 
enemy  had  placed  a  considerable  quantity  of  cannon,  they  were  enabled 
to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  river  three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  the  high 

of  Majors  Ellicombe  and  Smith,  in  pushing  forward  the  operatious  of  (he  two  attacks ;  die 
latter  officer  having  had  the  merit  of  the  first  arrangements  for  the  attack  on  the  right 

Lieut.  Col.  Burgoyne  vras  himself  wounded,  and  only  quitted  the  field  from  loss  of  blood  ; 
but  I  am  happy  to  say  he  is  able  to  carry  on  the  dutv  of  the  department 

The  conduct  of  the  Navy  has  been  continued  on  the  same  principle  of  sealous  co-opem- 
tion  by  Sir  O.  Collier ;  and  the  services  of  Lieut  O'Reilly,  with  the  seamen  empbyed  in 
the  batteries,  have  been  equally  conspicuous  as  before. 

Your  Lordship  will  now  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  that  distin- 
guished officer  Major  Qtn,  Oswald,  who  has  had  the  temporary  command  of  the  5th  divisioo 
in  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith's  absence,  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  and  who  resigned 
the  command  of  the  division  on  Sir  J.  Leith's  arrival  on  the  30th  ult. 

Having  carried  on  with  indefatigable  attention  all  the  laborious  duties  of  the  left  attack, 
no  person  was  more  able  to  give  Sir  J.  Leith  the  best  information  and  assistance.  This 
Sir  J.  Leith  acknowledges  he  did  with  a  liberality  and  seal  for  the  service  in  the  higbest 
degree  praiseworthy,  and  he  continued  his  valuable  services  to  the  last,  by  acting  as  a 
volunteer,  and  accompanying  Lieut.  (3en.  Sir  J.  Leith  to  the  trenches  on  the  occasion  of 
the  assault.  I  have  infinite  satisfaction  in  assuring  your  Lordship  of  my  perfect  approba- 
tion of  Major  Gen.  Oswald's  conduct,  ever  since  the  5th  division  formed  a  part  of  the  left 
column  of  the  army. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  Col.  De  liincey,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  and  Lieut  Col. 
Bonvene,  A.  A.  G.,  attached  to  the  left  column,  have  continued  to  render  me  tlie  most 
valuable  assistance,  and  that  the  zeal  of  Capt  Calvert,  of  the  29th  regt,  my  first  aide  de 
camp,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  my  personal  Staff,  entiUe  mem  all  to  my 
warmest  and  perfect  approbation. 

Your  Lordship  has,  with  an  attention  extremely  grateful  to  me,  permitted  me  to  name 
an  officer  to  be  me  bc»rer  of  your  Lordship's  dispatches  home ;  and  I  beg  to  recommend 
for  that  commission  Major  Hare,  of  the  12th  foot,  a  gallant  soldier  of  fortune,  who  has  on 
many  former  occasions  served  on  my  Staff,  and  is  now  attached  to  it  as  A.  A.  G. 

P.S.  No  return  of  artillery  and  stores  has  yet  been  sent  in,  and  I  fear  the  returns  of  the 
severe  losses  of  the  troops  may  not  be  ouite  correct. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieut  Gethin,  11th  regt,  acting 
Engineer,  who  conducted  a  Portuguese  column  to  the  attack,  and  took  the  enemy's  colon 
from  the  cavalier. 

Return  of  die  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  at  the  siege,  asnult,  and  capture  of  San 
Sebastian,  from  the  28th  July  to  the  81st  Aug.  1813. 


1 

1 

1 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
officers,  and  R.&F. 

1 

1 

Killed 

45 

40 

676 

761 

672 

189 

Wounded  •     .     •     • 

105 

93 

1499 

1697 

1103 

594 

Missing      •     .     •     • 

1 

— 

41 

45 

41 
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road,  over  which,  in  the  (afternoon,  they  inarched  again  a  considerable 
body,  who,  with  those  who  had  crossed  the  fords,  again  made  a  desperate 
attack  upon  the  Spanish  positions.  This  was  equally  beat  back ;  and  at 
length,  finding  all  their  efforts  on  that  side  fruitless,  the  enemy  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  darkness  of  a  violent  storm  to  retire  their  troops  from  this 
front  entirely. 

Notwithstanding  that,  as  I  have  above  informed  your  Lordship,  I  had  a 
British  division  on  each  flank  of  the  4th  Spanish  army,  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  report  that  the  conduct  of  the  latter  was  so  conspicuously  good, 
and  they  were  so  capable  of  defending  their  post  without  assistance,  in 
spite  of  the  desperate  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  carry  it,  that,  finding  that 
the  ground  did  not  allow  of  my  making  use  of  the  1st  or  4th  divisions  on 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  attacking  corps,  neither  of  them  were  in  the 
least  engaged  during  the  action. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  Bidasoa  in  front  of 
the  heights  of  San  Marcial,  they  likewise  crossed  that  river  with  about  3 
divisions  of  infantry  in  2  columns,  by  the  fords  below  Salain,  in  front  oi 
the  position  occupied  by  the  9th  Portuguese  brigade.  I  ordered  Gen. 
Inglis  to  support  this  brigade  with  that  of  the  1th  division  under  his 
command ;  and  as  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  course  of  the  enemy's 
attack,  I  sent  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  to  request  that  he 
would  likewise  move  towards  the  Bidasoa  with  the  7th  division ;  and  to 
the  Light  division  to  support  Major  Gen.  Inglis  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  Major  Gen.  Inglis  found  it  impossible  to  maintain  the  heights 
between  Lesaca  and  the  Bidasoa,  and  he  withdrew  to  those  in  front  of  the 
Convent  of  San  Antonio,  which  he  maintained.  In  the  mean  time  Major 
Gen.  Kempt  moved  one  brigade  of  the  Light  division  to  Lesaca;  by  which 
he  kept  the  enemy  in  check,  and  covered  the  march  of  the  Earl  of  Dal- 
housie to  join  Gen.  Inglis. 

The  enemy,  however,  having  completely  failed  in  their  attempt  upon 
the  position  of  the  Spanish  army  on  the  heights  of  San  Marcial,  and  find- 
ing that  Major  Gen.  Inglis  had  taken  a  position  from  which  they  could 
not  drive  him,  at  the  same  time  that  it  covered  and  protected  the  right 
of  the  Spanish  army,  and  the  approaches  to  San  Sebastian  by  Oyarzun, 
and  that  their  situation  on  the  left  of  the  Bidasoa  was  becoming  at  every 
moment  more  critical,  retired  during  the  night 

The  fall  of  rain  during  the  evening  and  night  had  so  swollen  the 
Bidasoa  that  the  rear  of  their  column  was  obliged  to  cross  the  bridge  of 
Vera.  In  order  to  effect  this  object,  they  attacked  the  posts  of  Major  Gen. 
Skerrett's  brigade  of  the  Light  division,  at  about  3  in  the  morning,  both 
from  the  Puerto  de  Vera,  and  from  the  left  of  the  Bidasoa.  Although 
the  nature  of  the  ground  rendered  it  impossible  to  prevent  entirely  the 
passage  of  the  bridge  after  daylight,  it  was  made  under  the  fire  of  a  great 
part  of  Major  Gen.  Skerrett's  brigade,  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  the  opera- 
tion must  have  been  very  considerable. 

While  this  was  going  on  upon  the  left  of  the  army,  Mariscal  de  Campo 
Don  P.  A.  Giron  attacked  the  enemy's  posts  in  front  of  the  pass  of  Eclialar 
on  the  30th  and  31st.  Lieut.  Gen.  Uic  Earl  of  Dalhousie  made  Gen, 
Le  Cor  attack  those  in  front  of  Zugarramurdi  with  the  6th  Portuguese 
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brigade  on  the '31st,  and  Major  Gen.  the  Hon.  C.  Colville  made  CoL 
Douglas  attack  the  enemy's  posts  in  front  of  the  pass  of  Maya  on  Uie  same 
day,  with  the  7  th  Portuguese  brigade.  All  these  troops  conducted  them- 
selves well. 

The  attack  made  by  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  delayed  his  march  till  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  31st;  but  he  was  in  the  evening  in  a  favorable  situar 
tion  for  his  further  progress ;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  in  that  allotted 
for  him.  *■ 

In  these  operations,  in  which  a  second  attempt  by  the  enemy  to  pre- 
vent the  establishment  of  the  Allies  upon  the  frontier  has  been  defeated 
by  the  operations  of  a  part  only  of  the  allied  army,  at  the  very  moment 
at  which  the  fort  of  San  Sebastian  was  taken  by  storm,  I  have  had  great 
satisfaction  in  observing  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  officers,  and  the  gal- 
lantry and  discipline  of  the  troops. 

The  different  reports  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your  Lordship,  from 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  will  have  shown  the  ability  and  perseverance 
with  which  he  has  conducted  the  arduous  enterprise  intrusted  to  his  direc- 
tion, and  the  zeal  and  exertion  of  all  the  officers  employed  under  him. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  Lieut  General's  report  of  the  cordial  assistance 
which  he  has  received  from  Capt  Sir  G.  Collier  and  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  under  his  command,  who  have  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  facilitate  and  insure  our  success.  The  seamen  have  served  with 
the  artillery  in  the  batteries,  and  have,  upon  every  occasion,  manifested 
that  spirit  which  is  characteristic  of  the  British  navy. 

1  cannot  sufficiently  applaud  the  conduct  of  Mariscal  de  Campo  Don  M. 
Freyre,  die  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  4th  Spanish  army,  who,  whilst  he 
made  every  disposition  which  was  proper  for  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, set  them  an  example  of  gallantry  which,  having  been  followed  by 
the  General  officers  and  chiefs,  and  other  officers  of  the  regiments,  insured 
the  success  of  the  day.  In  his  report,  in  which  I  concur,  the  General  ex- 
presses the  difficulty  which  he  finds  of  selecting  particular  instances  of 
gallantry,  in  a  case  in  which  all  have  conducted  themselves  so  well ;  btit 
he  has  particularly  mentioned  Gen.  Mendizabal,  who  volunteered  his  as- 
sistance, and  commanded  on  the  height  of  San  Marcial;  Mariscal  de 
Campo  Losada,  who  commanded  in  the  centre,  and  was  wounded ;  Ma- 
riscal de  Campo  Don  JobA  Garcia  de  Paredes,  the  Commanding  officer  of 
the  artillery;  Brig.  Gen.  Don  Juan  Diaz  Porlier;  Don  Josef  Maria 
Espeleta;  Don  Stanislas  Sanchez  Salvador,  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the 
4th  army ;  and  Don  Antonio  Rosell6 ;  and  Cols.  Fuente  Pita,  the  com- 
manding engineer ;  Don  Juan  Loarte,  of  the  regiment  de  la  CatutUucion^ 
and  Don  Juan  Ugarte  Mendia. 

Major  Gen.  Inglis  and  the  regiments  in  his  brigade,  of  the  7th  division, 
conducted  themselves  remarkably  well.  The  51st  regt.,  under  Col. 
Mitchell,  and  the  68th,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Hawkins,  covered  the  change  of 
position  by  the  troops  from  the  heights  between  the  Bidasoa  and  Lesaca 
to  those  of  San  Antonio ;  and  these  corps  were  distinguished. 

Throughout  these  operations  I  have  received  every  assistance  from  the 
Adj.  Gen.,  Major  Gen.  Pakenham,  and  the  Q.  M.  G,  Major  Gen.  Murrey, 
and  all  tlie  officers  of  the  Staff,  and  of  my  own  family. 
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I  transmit  this  dispatch  hy  Major  Hare,  acting  Assist.  Adj.  General  with 
this  army^  attached  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  whom  I  heg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  Lordship's  protection. 

P.S.  I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  operations  of 
the  31st  ult  and  Ist  inst,  and  returns  of  the  loss  before  San  Sebastian, 
from  the  28th  July  to  the  31st  Aug.* 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  minings  on  the  Slst  Aug.  and  Itt  Sept  1813. 
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non-commissioned 
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30 
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71 
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To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  dd  Sept  1813,  5}  p.m. 

I  have  just  received  your  notes  of  6  a.m.,  and  10^  a.m.,  despatched  at 
12;^  from  Hemani. 

I  should  think  that  Gen.  Hay  would  find  no  difficulty  in  cutting  off  the 
communication  between  the  fire  and  the  unbumt  parts  of  the  town,  by 
pulling  down  a  house  or  two ;  or,  at  all  events,  he  might  communicate  by 
the  post  to  which  the  fire  has  not  reached  for  some  time,  and  then  by  a 
part  on  which  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  fire,  having  nothing  more  to  feed 
upon,  will  have  been  extinguished. 

It  is  probable  that  Rey  wishes  to  treat ;  as,  if  he  did  not,  the  object  of 
his  letter  would  be  equally  gained  by  hoisting  a  black  flag  at  the  place 
inhabited  by  our  wounded.  The  demand  oiihe  EUU  NominatifU  non- 
sense. 

I  recommend  to  you  to  tell  him,  that  it  was  observed  (as  I  understand  it 
was)  that  our  prisoners  were  employed  at  work  on  the  fortifications  of  the 
place,  under  the  fire  of  the  besiegers,  which  is  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of 
war;  that  we  always  take  care  of  our  prisoners,  particularly  of  the 
wounded,  and  that  we  hope  it  will  be  found  that  he  has  done  Uie  same. 
You  might  then  point  out  to  him,  that  all  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  for  his  relief  have  failed,  and  offer  him  a  capitulation  for  the  last 
time. 

In  these  moonlight  nights,  particularly,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
horsemen  from  going  at  all  hours  of  the  night ;  and  any  man  on  horse- 
back can  come  from  Oyarzun  here  in  3  hours,  without  fatiguing  his  horse. 
Footmen  could  not  do  it  in  twice  the  time.  But  the  truth  is,  that  our 
officers  don't  take  care  to  make  the  dragoon  understand  clearly  where  he 
is  going,  and  the  importance  that  he  should  arrive  to  his  time,  before  he 
sets  out;  and  I  have  never  yet  seen  communications  by  letter  parties,  upon 
which  any  reliance  whatever  could  be  placed,  for  that  reason  only.     If  the 

♦  See  page  730. 
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dragoon,  instead  of  haying  a  letter  simply  given  into  his  hand,  received 
detailed  directions  where  to  go,  from  the  Staff  officer,  and  was  told  the 
time  it  was  expected  he  should  be  on  the  road,  and  the  arrival  was  noted, 
and  any  irregularity  in  the  time  was  strictly  inquired  into,  this  duty  would 
be  done  like  every  other. 

Au  Cap.  Oto.  Don  F.  X.  Caftafiot.  LeMca,  oe  3  Sqit  1813. 

J'ai  re^u  votre  lettre  de  Bilbao  du  24  Aodt,  pour  laquelle  je  vous  suis 
bien  obliged. 

Je  vous  conseille  de  ne  pas  aller  par  Madrid  si  vous  le  pouvez.  11 
pourrait  y  avoir  quelqu'  expression  populaire  qui  vous  ferait  du  mal  dana 
ces  temps-ci. 

Vous  aurez  appris  avec  plaisir  la  conduite  et  les  succ^  de  votre  an- 
cienne  armt^e  de  la  Galice.  Je  lui  ai  fait  battre  Soult  toute  seule.  L,e3 
Anglais  n'ont  pas  tirc^  un  seul  coup  de  ce  c^tt^Uu  La  prise  de  San  StHKw- 
tian  est  une  bonne  affaire. 

To  the  Hiniiter  at  War,  Cadii.  Leiaca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

In  consequence  of  the  report  which  I  forward  this  day,  of  the  gallant 
action  fought  by  a  part  of  the  4th  army  on  the  heights  of  San  Marcial,  on 
the  31  st  Aug.,  I  beg  to  submit  to  the  Regency  the  expediency  of  pro- 
moting the  officers  whose  names  are  in  the  margin.* 

A  sense  of  justice  to  the  claims  of  others  would  have  induced  me  to 
propose  them  likewise  for  a  step  of  promotion,  on  an  occasion  so  honorable 
to  the  Spanish  arms,  but  your  Excellency  having  already  objected  to  those 
whom  I  should  have  recommended,  I  don't  wish  to  bring  their  names  for- 
ward again. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadis.  Leiaca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

It  gives  me  the  utmost  concern  to  forward  along  with  the  report  of  the 
gallant  action  fought  by  a  part  of  the  4th  army  the  enclosed  note  from 
tiieir  Commander  in  Chief,  Gen.  Freyre,  giving  an  account  of  their  wants 
and  sufferings,  even  on  the  day  on  which  their  conduct  had  been  so  con- 
spicuously honorable  to  themselves,  and  advantageous  to  their  country. 

I  should  not  trouble  your  Excellency  so  repeatedly  upon  this  subject, 
if  I  was  not  quite  certain  that  Spain  possesses  resources  amply  sufficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  armies  in  her  service,  if  proper  arrangements 
were  adopted  to  realise  them ;  but  I  entreat  your  Excellency  to  request 
the  Regency  to  consider  in  what  a  situation  they  place  me,  who  am  obliged 
to  urge  these  brave  soldiers  to  exertion,  and  to  make  them  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  field,  at  the  very  moment  that  I  know  they  are  starving ;  and  that, 
for  the  want  of  proper  arrangements,  there  are  no  means  of  takhig  care  of 
them  when  they  are  wounded. 

To  the  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletlej,  K.B.  Leuca,  8d  Sept  1813. 

I  received  last  week  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  20th,  and  the  dis- 

*  Mariical  de  Campo  Don  Manuel  Freyre ;  Don  J.  Diax  Porlier ;  Brigadier  Don  J.  M. 
Eepeleta ;  Bri^ier  Don  S.  Sanchex  Salrador ;  Brigadier  Don  Antonio  RoeeU6 ;  Brigailier 
Don  Fred.  Castafios;  Col.  Don  J.  Fuente  Pita;  Col.  Don  Juan  Loarte;  Col.  Don  J.  U. 
Ifeudia. 
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patches  that  will  go  to  Cadiz  by  this  occasion  will  show  you  what  we  have 
been  doing  since.  I  should  think  that  the  Spaniards  will  be  better  pleased 
with  the  battle  of  San  Marcial  than  with  any  event  of  the  campaign. 
Their  troops  certainly  behaved  remarkably  well.  They  were  a  little 
desirous  of  being  relieved  towards  the  end  of  the  day ;  but  I  saw  that  the 
enemy  were  done,  and  I  would  not  relieve  them. 

I  think  you  have  managed  your  note  about  the  engagement  to  me  ad- 
mirably. Nobody  can,  with  justice,  complain  of  it,  and  an  ally  ha»  a  right 
to  interfere  in  tlie  way  you  have  interfered  for  the  British  government. 
What  I  dreaded  was  the  communication  of  the  order  to  me  not  to  allow 
the  order  of  the  Spanish  government  for  the  removal  of  Castanos  to  be  put 
in  execution.  That  would  have  been  foreign  interference  with  a  ven- 
geance, in  a  concern  purely  domestic. 

I  enclose  you  the  letter  which  the  Minister  at  War  wrote  to  me,  and 
my  answer,  in  which  you  will  see  that  I  have  brought  matters  to  a  crisis, 
and  they  now  must  decide  to  take  me  upon  the  terms  stated,  or  to  leave 
me,  and  to  have  this  letter  circulated,  together  with  all  the  correspondence, 
throughout  Europe.  They  appear  to  me  to  be  going  on  terribly ;  and  the 
whole  of  Spain  is  disgusted  with  them. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Rear  Adm. 
T.  B.  Martin  at  Plymouth,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  armistice  is 
broken  off,  and  that  Austria  takes  part  with  the  Allies  in  the  war.  I  don't 
know  the  particulars,  as  the  main  facts,  viz.,  the  renewal  of  hostilities, 
and  the  part  taken  by  Austria,  were  communicated  to  Plymouth  by  tele- 
graph. By  late  accounts,  however,  from  the  Continent,  it  appeared  that 
the  negotiations  at  Prague  were  a  mere  farce.  Caulaincourt  never  pro- 
ceeded upon  his  full  powers ;  and  Mettemich  declared,  that  if  prelimina- 
ries of  peace  were  not  signed  on  the  10th,  Austria  would  declare  war  on 
the  1 1th.  You  may  state  these  facts  to  the  Spanish  government  as 
authentic. 

P.S.  Your  boy  Gerald  has  been  ill,  but  he  is  better ;  but  I  suppose 
Lady  W.  writes  to  you  about  him.  I  will  settle  liie  business  for  Mrs. 
Strange  as  she  wishes. 

Pray  return  the  enclosed  papers,  as  I  have  no  copy  of  them. 

To  Earl  Bathunt.  Lesaoa,  3d  Sept  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  requisition  for  additional  heavy  ordnance 
and  stores  for  this  army. 

The  heavy  ordnance  requested  by  my  dispatch  of  the  10th  Feb.  was  in 
three  proportions,  of  which  the  first  arrived  in  the  Peninsula,  and  the  stores 
were  consumed,  and  the  ordnance  absolutely  worn  out  by  fire  in  the  com^ 
mencement  of  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian.  The  stores  of  the  two  other 
proportions,  as  well  as  those  intended  for  Cuxhaven,  are  nearly  consumed ; 
and  this  requisition  goes  to  supply  the  ordnance  of  the  first  proportion 
worn  out,  and  the  stores  of  all  three  which  will  have  been  consumed. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Lesaca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

Adverting  to  that  part  of  your  letter  marked  E,  of  the  25th,  in  which 
you  mention  the  treaty  between  the  Allies  in  favor  of  Murat,  I  beg  your 
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Lordship  to  look  over  my  letter  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  of  the  Ist  July, 
enclosed  in  one  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  2d  July,  in  which  you  will  see 
that  I  have  authorised  him  to  take  his  army  from  Spain,  in  case  he  should 
conclude  the  treaty  with  Murat,  which  had  heen  under  discussion.  As  it 
is  probahle  that  Murat  will  now  conclude  that  treaty,  or  something  of  the 
same  kind,  I  beg  to  know  whether  your  Lordship  approves  of  Lord  Wil- 
liam's quitting  Spain  with  his  army. 

To  Earl  Bathunt  Leaaca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

I  enclose  a  very  interesting  letter  from  a  very  intelligent  officer,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  has  been  during  that 
time  in  France,  from  whence  he  has  recently  made  his  escape.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  return  it  to  me. 

I  will  send  you  a  selection  of  Joseph's  papers ;  but  as  the  Sec.  of  State's 
office  LB  a  sink  of  papers,  and  these  are  really  curious,  and  will  hereafter 
tend  to  illustrate  many  things  that  have  occurred  here,  particularly  in  the 
last  year,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  them  again,  and  that  they  should  remain 
among  my  papers. 

In  your  official  letters  to  me,  regarding  the  battle  of  Sorauren,  you 
omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Sir  W.  fieresford,  which,  I  acknowledge, 
did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time,  or  I  should  not  have  published  in  die 
G.  O.  of  the  army  that  part  relating  to  Sir  R.  Hill  and  the  troops,  which 
I  did  publish  according  to  the  usual  practice. 

To  Earl  Bathurst.  Lenca,  3d  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th,  regarding  Gen.  Sir  J.  Murray's 
Court  Martial,  which  shall,  as  you  desire,  be  formed  of  officers  of  this 
army;  but  as  it  will  only  take  16  or  18,  you  are  mistaken  if  you  sup- 
pose that  you  will  prevent  them  by  any  thing  but  a  positive  order  from 
flocking  to  England  in  the  winter ;  and  even  a  positive  order  will  not 
prevent  Members  of  Parliament  from  going. 

I  have  likewise  received  your  letter  of  the  19th,  regarding  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  fleet  on  the  coast,  upon  which  subject  I  have  again  sent 
for  the  opinion  of  Sir  T.  Graham ;  and  I  have  inquired  from  Sir  G.  Collier 
whether  he  can  undertake  all  that  he  has  to  do  without  the  aid  of  the  two 
ships  of  the  line.  I  will  let  you  know  what  they  say  by  the  first  oc- 
casion. I  shall  be  glad  to  know  when  the  depdts  will  be  formed  at 
Plymouth. 

When  the  plan  for  the  receipt  and  transmission  of  parcels  for  officers 
shall  be  matured,  1  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  its 
details,  that  I  may  publish  them  in  the  G.  O.  of  the  army. 

We  have  not  got  on  very  well,  lately,  in  our  money  concerns  at  Lisbon, 
Cadiz,  or  Gibraltar.  We  have  got  little  or  no  money  at  Lisbon  since  the 
money  jobbers  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  purchase  Commissariat  bills 
in  the  market.  These  persons,  who  I  am  sorry  to  find  are  listened  to  by 
gentlemen  in  office  in  England,  are  sharks^  who  can  never  be  satisfied 
with  moderate  profits ;  and  they  will  not  deal  with  us  upon  the  profits  of 
the  exchange  only.  They  wish  to  make,  besides,  all  that  they  can  get 
out  of  the  pocket  of  our  unfortunate  creditors.    Then  the  little  that  is  got 
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at  Cadiz  goes  to  pay  the  Spanish  suhsidy ;  and  Mr.  Bissett,  who  managed 
our  concerns  at  Gibraltar,  having  been  removed  from  thence,  we  now  get 
nothing  there.  I  am  afraid,  therefore,  that  we  shall  be  in  want ;  more 
particularly  as  we  must  assist  ^ese  fighting  Spaniards. 

P.S.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  adopt  some  measure  respecting  the 
51st  and  68th  regts.,  that  is  to  say,  either  to  order  them  home,  or  to  allow 
me  to  form  them  into  a  provisional  battalion.  They  are  fiiUy  oflficered, 
with  very  few  men;  and  it  is  quite  shocking  to  see  the  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  officers  when  they  go  into  action.  The  other  day  the  51st  lost 
12  officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  believe  not  quite  100  men.  As  to 
sending  them  home,  1  must  tell  you  thj^t,  in  this  country  in  particular, 
one  old  soldier  is  worth  at  least  five  new  ones.  This  place  is  about  18 
miles  from  Pasages,  where  the  drafts  recently  arrived  have  been  landed, 
and  they  came  that  distance  in  two  marches ;  but  they  had  two  moun* 
tains  to  pass,  and  they  are  so  knocked  up  by  marching  over  them,  that  I 
have  not  seen  one  detachment  go  through  entire. 

Lord  Aylmer's  brigade  cannot,  I  am  convinced,  march  5  miles  in 
corps* 

To  Capt  Sir  O.  Collier,  R.N.  Leiaca,  4th  Sq)t  1813. 

Sir  W.  Beresford  is  anxious  to  go  to  Lisbon  on  the  public  service,  and 
I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  pros- 
pect you  have  of  the  arrival  of  tiie  Freya  on  the  coast ;  to  what  port  she 
is  coming,  and  if  she  does  not  come,  whether  you  could,  or  it  would  suit 
your  convenience,  to  send  with  him  a  vessel  to  Lisbon. 

To  F.  S.  Larpent,  Eiq.,  D^.  Judge  Advocate  General.  Lenea,  4th  Sept  1 813. 

I  was  very  much  concerned  to  hear  of  your  misfortune,  which,  how- 
ever, I  don't  doubt,  will  have  been  alleviated  by  Comte  Gazan  as  far  as 
may  have  been  in  his  power,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  known  that  to  your 
humanity,  in  the  first  instance,  he  owed  the  safety  of  his  wife. 

In  former  wars,  a  person  in  your  situation  would  have  been  considered 
a  non-combatant,  and  would  have  been  immediately  released  \  but  in  this 
war,  which,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  enmity  with  which  it  is  con- 
ducted, it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  the  last,  for  some  time  at  least,  every 
body  taken  is  considered  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  none  are  released  without 
exchange. .  There  are  several  persons  now  in  my  power  in  the  same  situ- 
ation with  yourself  in  that  respect*^  that  is  to  say,  non-combatants,  ac- 
cording to  the  known  and  anciently  practised  rules  of  war ;  among  others, 
there  is  the  secretary  of  the  Governor  of  San  Sebastian ;  and  I  authorise 
you  to  tell  the  Due  de  Dalmatie  or  Comte  Gazan,  that  I  will  send  back 
any  person  in  exchange  for  you  that  they  shall  point  out. 

I  send  yon  with  this  letter  the  sum  of  200  dollars,  of  which  I  request 
you  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  and  that  you  will  let  me  know  whether  I 
can  do  any  thing  else  for  you. 

To  Earl  BathurtU  Lesaca,  4th  Sept.  1813. 

I  write  just  to  correct  an  error  in  my  dispatch  of  the  2d  inst.    The 
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number  of  prisoners  taken  at  San  Sebastian  is  610,  and  not  210,  as  I 
supposed. 

The  Governor  has  had  a  communication  with  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Gim- 
ham,  the  object  of  which  certainly  was  to  commence  a  negotiation  for  the 
surrender  of  the  place.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this  communication  to 
send  him  a  summons ;  but  he  demanded  a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  a 
fortnight ;  then  to  surrender  unless  relieved,  but  to  march  Ids  garrison 
into  France  with  arms  and  baggage,  without  being  prisoners  of  wmr. 
These  conditions  were  rejected,  and  the  fire,  which  had  ceased  for  some 
time,  yesterday  was  recommenced  in  the  evening. 

« 
TU  A,Q,  to  M^jor  Qen.  OtwaU,  Stk  dkfUiom  4th  SepL  181S. 

I  have  communicated  to  my  Lord  Wellington  the  purport  of  your  letter  of  the 
2d  in8t.»  and  have  in  reply  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Lordsnip  is  of  opinion  you  had 
better  continue  for  the  present  with  Uie  5th  division,  till  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Leith 
sliall  so  far  have  recovered  from  his  wounds  as  to  be  equal  fiiUy  to  aawime  the 
charge  of  his  proper  command. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  5Ch  Sept.  1813,  9}  a-m. 

I  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d,  6  p.m.,  as  you  know,  till  I  saw 
you  yesterday,  and  did  not  peruse  the  enclosures  till  I  returned  here  last 
night 

I  observe  that  Lieut.  Jones's  letter  to  the  Governor  mentioiM  that  the 
prisoners  are  kept  in  the  yard  of  the  magazine  ^  sans  blindages^*  and 
many  have  been  killed  and  wounded  by  the  fire  directed  against  that 
building. 

I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  such  conduct;  and  the  pre- 
tension founded  upon  it,  viz.,  that  we  should  not  direct  our  fire  against 
the  place,  is  too  ridiculous.  I  request  you  to  send  in  to  Gren.  Rey  a  pro- 
test against  his  keeping  his  prisoners  in  the  3rard  of  this  magazine,  *  urns 
blindages^*  and  likewise  against  his  making  them  work  under  fire. 

As  to  an  exchange,  it  might  be  very  well  to  think  of  it,  if  we  had  no 
chance  of  taking  the  place,  as  we  should  then  get  our  men  in  exchange 
for  an  equal  number  of  others ;  but  as  we  shall  probably  get  them  without 
such  sacrifice,  I  don't  think  that  I  ought  to  make  it,  even  though  they 
should  continue  exposed  to  the  ill  treatment  and  misery  which  they  now 
endure,  and  the  danger  from  our  own  fire,  for  a  few  days  longer.  More 
particularly,  in  my  opinion,  ought  we  not  to  exchange  them  for  soldiers 
to  be  sent  into  the  garrison.  * 

I  have  turned  over  in  my  mind  Gen.  Hay's  position  in  the  town.  I 
think  he  ought  to  keep  his  first  line  light,  supported  by  a  second  in  the 
Plaza ;  and  his  greatest  force  on  the  rampart,  or  in  the  street  of  the  ram- 
part of  the  south  face.  I  think  that  the  enemy  have  the  power  of  turning 
hiB  left ;  if  they  have,  they  would  not  be  stopped  till  they  should  come  to 
the  ramparts  of  the  south  face  at  all  events,  and  h^  would  lose  many  men 
in  the  contest  in  the  town.  If  he  should  be  light  in  front,  and  should  be 
turned,  his  loss  will  be  trifling  in  the  town,  and  he  would  be  certain  of 
regaining,  not  only  his  posts,  but  something  more,  by  the  advance  of  hia 
reserve  to  drive  the  enemy  out. 
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This  need  not  prevent,  indeed  it  will  render  necessary,  his  making  his 
barricades  in  front  excessively  strong. 

To  Gapt.  Sir  6.  Collier,  RJf.  Lenca,  fftfa  Sept  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  3d  at  11  p.m.  and  4th,  and  am  much 
obliged  to  yon  for  the  paper. 

I  enclose  an  officii  application  for  Col.  Stewart,  CoL  King,  and 
Capt  Blanckley.  The  government  are  very  strict  on  the  subject  of  pas- 
sages to  England,  and  have  more  than  once  positively  ordered  me  not  to 
apply  for  a  passage  for  any  officer  who  should  not  return  home  on  account 
of  the  public  service,  or  of  wounds  or  of  sickness  acquired  in  Hie  public 
service. 

When  in  Portugal,  I  agreed  with  Adm*  Martin  as  follows :  that  appli- 
cation should  always  be  made  officially  for  those  returning  home  as  above 
described ;  and  for  others,  if  I  apply  at  ail,  it  will  be  a  private  application, 
^ith  which  you  will  comply  or  not,  as  you  may  think  proper. 

I  beg  you  to  observe,  likewise,  that  these  applications  must  be  made 
directly  from  me. 

P.S.  I  enclose  a  letter  for  England. 

To  tbe  Minifter  at  War,  Cadu.  Letaca,  ftth  Sept  1813. 

.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  20th  Aug.,  m  which 
you  have  sent  me  one  of  the  llth  Aug.  from  the  Minister  of  Hacienda^ 
in  regard,  principally,  to  the  formation  of  a  magazine  at  Almagro,  and, 
secondly,  to  the  formation  and  collocation  of  magazines  in  the  country  in 
general. 

I  have  read  in  the  public  papers  accounts  of  some  discussions  in  the 
Cortes  upon  tliis  subject,  which,  as  intimately  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army,  and  indeed,  as  the  operations  of  the  army  depend  in 
some  measure  upon  the  arrangements  to  be  made,  I  have  always  consi- 
dered with  great  interest 

The  magazines  to  be  formed  for  the  army  ought  to  be  established  with 
a  view  to  its  operations.  Now  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency, 
and  to  the  whole  world,  that  there  is  little  probability,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  the  war  to  the  Tagus.  The  formation  of  a 
large  magazine,  then,  at  Almagro,  or  in  the  Sierra  de  Alcaraz,  composed 
of  the  grain  belonging  to  the  nation  in  J^a  Mancha,  must  be  entirely  use- 
less to  the  army,  and  a  burthen  instead  of  an  advantage  to  the  public.  If 
this  magazine  is  to  be  rendered  of  any  use  to  the  army  under  existing 
circumstances,  it  ought  to  be  removed  from  Almagro  towards  the  frontiers 
of  Navarre ;  but  your  Excellency  must  be  aware  of  the  total  impractica- 
bility of  the  execution  of  this  measure. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  formation  of  all  the  magazines  to  be 
formed  at  a  distance  from  the  armies,  excepting  those  on  the  sea  coast  of  * 
Murcia  and  Valencia,  and  those  on  the  sea  coast  of  Galicia,  the  Asturias, 
and  Biscay,  which  might  be  conveyed  by  sea ;  the  former  to  the  armies 
operating  in  Catalonia,  the  latter  to  the  armies  on  the  frontiers  of  Navarre. 

If,  therefore,  I  had  been  consulted  by  the  government  when  these  mea- 
sures in  regard  to  magazines  had  been  iirst  in  contemplation,  I  should  have 
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recommended  to  them  to  take  not  in  kind,  but  the  value  in  money  of  those 
contributions  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  formation  of  magazines  for  the 
armies ;  and  that  then  the  magazines  should  be  formed  by  purchases  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  seat  of  the  war.  This  would  be  the  best  system 
to  adopt  at  present,  if  it  is  still  possible. 

As  the  government  have  opened  this  subject  to  my  consideration,  and 
as  it  is  possible  that  they  may  not  have  it  in  their  power  now  to  convert 
into  money  the  large  quantities  of  com  which  belong  to  the  nation  in  the 
several  provinces  of  the  Kingdom,  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend,  first, 
that  for  the  present  this  corn  should  not  be  collected  in  one  magazine  in 
each  proviiBce ;  because  such  a  measure,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  be 
expensive,  would  render  the  removal  more  difficult  in  case  it  should  be 
practicable  to  move  the  magazine  forward,  or  the  occurrence  of  disaster 
should  render  it  expedient  to  move  the  magazine  back,  or  out  of  the 
enemy's  way. 

That,  therefore,  which  the  Tntendants  of  the  inland  provinces  should 
now  be  directed  to  do,  should  be  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
species  and  quantities  of  grain  belonging  to  the  public  in  the  possession 
of  any  town,  village,  or  individual,  within  the  province ;  and  the  readiest 
means  of  getting  at  each  quantity  in  case  it  should  be  practicable  or 
necessary. 

The  magazines  in  the  maritime  provinces  should  be  collected  in  the 
stations  on  the  sea  coast  at  which  it  would  be  most  convenient  to  embark 
them ;  the  Intendants  of  the  provinces  making  the  Intendants  of  the  army 
acquainted  at  what  stations  they  are  placed. 

Although  it  is  not  expedient  to  collect  large  magazines  at  stated  places 
in  the  inland  provinces  of  the  Kingdom,  it  does  not  follow  that,  even  if 
the  grain  belonging  to  the  nation  cannot  be  converted  into  money,  it  will 
be  quite  useless  to  the  public  service. 

It  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  expedient  to  fix  upon  certain  roads  through* 
out  the  Kingdom  by  which  all  detachments  of  troops,  or  single  officers 
and  soldiers,  shall  invariably  march,  always  by  route  or  order.  On  these 
roads  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  magazines  at  certain  stages,  at  which  alone 
these  officers,  soldiers,  or  detachments,  should  receive  their  provisions  on 
their  march.  The  marches  of  these  persons  would  be  then  much  more 
regular ;  their  arrival  at  their  destination  would  be  certain,  because  thej 
could  receive  provisions  only  at  the  places  and  for  the  time  named  in  their 
routes ;  and  the  country  would  be  relieved  from  the  intolerable  burthen  of 
providing  for  these  people  in  the  irregular  and  oppressive  manner  in  which 
they  are  now  provided  for. 

I  beg  to  hear  from  your  Excellency  if  the  Regency  should  approve  of 
these  suggestions,  particularly  of  the  last ;  in  order  that,  if  they  should, 
I  may  have  the  routes  regularly  made  out,  and  the  places  fixed  upon  for 
*the  establishment  of  the  magazines  on  the  several  roads. 

To  the  Minister  at  War,  Cadit,  Leiaca,  5th  Sept  1813; 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  having  some  time  ago  thought  it 
probable  that  the  successes  of  the  allies  in  this  c^uarter  would  induce  the 
enemy  to  weaken  his  force  in  Catalonia  in  order  to  strengthen  that  in  my 
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front,  I  directed  that,  in  case  the  enemy's  force  in  Catalonia  should  be 
considerablj  weakened,  the  3d  army,  with  the  exception  of  their  cavalry 
and  artillery,  should  be  put  in  march  along  the  Ebro  to  join  this  army  by 
Zaragoza  and  Tudela,  leaving  their  artillery  with  the  Ist  army,  and  their 
cavalry  with  the  2d.  The  event  expected  having  occurred,  I  have  learnt 
that  the  3d  army  are  in  march  in  this  direction,  and  that  they  will  arrive 
at  Tudela  on  the  9th  and  10th  inst 


To  Gen.  Don  F.  CopoDf  j  Navia.  Lesaca,  5th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  14th, 
and  I  am  concerned  that  you  should  have  considered  yours^  under  the 
necessity  of  transmitting  to  me  your  correspondence  with  Gen.  Lord  W. 
Bentinck. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  observe  in  that  correspondence  your  desire 
to  forward  the  views  of  that  General,  and  obedience  to  the  instructions 
from  me  of  the  14th  April,  1813 ;  and  I  am  quite  convinced  that  any  diffi- 
culties which  arose  in  your  communications  with  his  Excellency  are  to  be 
attributed  to  his  desire  to  forward  the  service  in  the  shortest  and  most 
expeditious  mode. 

I  have  requested,  however,  his  Excellency's  particular  iittention  to  the 
article  of  my  instructions  of  the  14th  April;  and  your  Excellency  may 
rest  assured,  from  what  I  know  of  him,  that  he  is  in  every  way  disposed 
to  carry  on  the  service  in  a  way  which  shall  be  agreeable  to  you.  I  have 
likewise  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
23d  Aug.  from  Manresa,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  you. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Leeaca,  5th  Sept.  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  2'Ith 
Aug.,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  detaching  the  3d  army  to 
join  that  under  my  command  upon  hearing  of  the  movement  from  Cata- 
lonia of  that  under  Marshal  Suchet.  I  have  not  heard  of  this  movement 
yet  from  any  other  quarter. 

I  am  concerned  to  learn  th6  wants  of  the  Spanish  armies  on  the  Eastern 
coast  I  cannot  say,  however,  that  I  am  surprised  at  them,  as  the  same 
wants  exist  here,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  there  are  Spanish 
troops. 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attack  Mequinenza,  at  least  at  present,  I 
have  more  on  my  hands  than  1  wish,  and  as  much  as  I  can  manage ;  and 
I  cannot  venture  to  extend  the  operations  of  this  army. 

We  took  the  town  of  San  Sebastian  by  storm  on  the  31st.  The  enemy 
retired  to  the  castle,  of  which  I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  have  possession. 
On  the  same  day  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  relieve  San  Sebastian  by 
attacking  our  posts  on  the  Bidasoa,  but  were  completely  defeated,  wit^ 
considerable  loss,  by  3  divisions  of  the  4th  Spanish  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Freyre.  The  1st  British  division  were  on  one  flank  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  and  the  4th  British  division  on  another ;  but  the  Spaniards 
defended  their  post  so  well,  that  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  engage 
eitlier. 
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To  Lieut  Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  K.B.  Lenca,  5th  Sept  ISia 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27^1.  My  letter  of  the  9th  would 
have  ezplamed  to  your  Lordship,  I  hoped,  the  reason  for  which  I  thought 
it  expe^ent  not  to  ask  that  the  system  established  f<Mr  the  govemmoit  of 
the  provinces,  and  for  obtaining  supplies  for  the  several  armies,  diould  be 
altered  in  the  manner  appearing  to  you  to  be  best  I  can  only  assure  you, 
that  I  have  no  prejudice  in  favor  of  this  or  any  other  system,  and  that  I 
have  acted  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

You  may  depend  upon  it,  also,  that  all  the  Spanish  armies  are  equally 
hors  de  combat  in  point  of  supplies,  pay,  &c.  &c,  and  that  they  always 
have  been  so.  Just  to  show  you  how  these  things  are  here,  I  enclose  an 
extract  and  copy  of  two  letters  I  recently  wrote  to  the  Minister  at  War, 
and  the  copy  of  one  to  Gen.  Freyre,  who  commands  the  4th  Spanish  army. 
But  you  will  say,  if  things  are  so  bad,  why  not  alter  them  ?  I  answer, 
because  I  know  they  would  be  worse. 

There  is  no  man  better  aware  than  I  am  of  the  state  of  every  officer's 
reputation  who  has  to  command  troops  with  such  miserable  means  of  sup- 
port as  tliese  have,  particularly  in  these  days  in  which  such  extravagant  ex- 
pectations are  excited  by  that  excessively  wise  and  useful  class  of  people, 
the  editors  of  newspapers.  If  I  had  been  at  any  time  capable  of  doing 
what  these  gentlemei^  expected,  I  should  now,  I  believe,  have  been  in  the 
moon. 

They  have  long  ago  expected  me  at  Bordeaux ;  nay,  I  understand  that 
there  are  many  of  their  wise  readers  (amateurs  of  the  military  art)  who 
are  waiting  to  join  the  army  till  head  quarters  shall  arrive  in  that  city  ; 
and  when  they  shall  hear  of  the  late  Spanish  battle,  I  conclude  that  they 
will  defer  their  voyagCytill  I  shall  arrive  at  Paris.  But  you  may  depend 
upon  this:  1st;  that  I  shall  neither  myself  form,  nor  encourage  in  others, 
extravagant  expectations :  2dly ;  that  you  shall  have  my  full  support  in 
any  measure  that  you  think  proper  to  adopt  under  your  instructions :  and 
3dly ;  that  if  you  do  your  own  duty  (as  I  am  sure  you  will)  according  to 
the  best  of  your  judgment,  and  satisfy  yourself,  you  will  satisfy  your  em- 
ployers, and  eventually  the  British  public. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  however,  to  be  most  scrupulous  in  the 
observance  of  the  article  of  my  instructions  of  the  14th  April,  in  regard 
to  the  commands  of  the  several  officers.  The  Spaniards  are  excessivdy 
jealous  upon  this  subject,  more  particularly  so  with  us;  as  in  every  in- 
stance in  which  I  have  detached  British  troops  to  be  under  the  command 
of  Spanish  officers,  such  as  to  Cadiz,  and  Carthagena,  and  Tarifa,  and  with 
Ballesteros,  I  have  insisted  upon  the  same  condition.  I  can  only  tell  you, 
that  for  many  years  before  I  commanded  the  Spanish  army,  I  have  acted 
in  co-operation  with  the  Spanish  Generals,  and  I  have  always  found  them 
ready  to  act  in  every  respect  as  I  wished,  as  much  so  as  I  have  since  1  have 
commanded  their  army  ;  but  I  have  invariably  attended  to  and  respected 
the  order  and  subordination  of  their  army. 

I  mention  this  subject  again,  because  Gen.  Copons  has  sent  me  his  cor- 
respondence with  you,  which  renders  it  quite  clear  to  me,  ^at  the  diffi- 
culties you  have  met  with  in  your  transactions  with  him  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  his  jealousy  of  your  communications  with  Baron  de  Eroles  and 
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Manso ;  tnd  you  may  depend  apon  it,  that  you*  will  derive  equal  advantage 
from  the  service  of  both  by  directing  them  in  the  regular  manner  through 
their  chief. 

You  will  have  heard  probably,  before  you  will  receive  this,  that  the 
armistice  was  denotntcM^  on  the  10th  Aug. ;  and  hostilities  were  conse- 
quently to  recommence  the  16th ;  the  Austrians  taking  part  with  the  other 
AlUes. 

P.S.  I  have  heard  so  many  debates,  that  I  never  read  one ;  more  espe- 
cially as  I  know,  that  unless  a  gentleman  takes  the  trouble  of  writing  his 
speech,  the  report  of  it  in  the  newspapers  is  not  very  accurate.  Since 
Lord  Wellesley  quitted  Spain  in  1809, 1  have  never  written  to,  or  received 
from  him,  one  letter  upon  any  public  subject  whatever ;  and  I  don't  know 
what  he  said  or  thought  on  the  Alicante  army.  I  should  think,  however, 
that  he  could  have  had  no  accurate  information  to  enable  him  to  form  an 
opinion  at  alL 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Welletley,  K.B.  Lenea,  5tfa  Sept  1813. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  tell  you.  We  shall  open  our  fire  on  the  castle 
of  San  Sebastian  on  the  8tb,  and  I  should  think  it  will  not  hold  out  above 
a  day  or  two. 

It  is  reported  that  Suchet  has  retired  from  Catalonia,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  the  3d  Spanish  army  is  in  march  this  way,  and  will  arrive  at 
Tudelk  on  the  9th  and  10th. 

It  is  reported  on  the  frontier  that  the  French  had  gained  a  victory  within 
2  leagues  of  Dresden,  on  the  25th  Aug. 

To  ^  Rt.  Hon.  tiie  Lord  BCayor  of  London.  Lenca,  5th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  unanimous  resolutions  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  London,  of  the  12th  July,  in  which  the 
Court  have  been  pleased  to  express  their  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and 
of  that  of  the  General  officers,  officers,  and  troops  under  my  command,  in 
the  recent  battle  fought  near  Vitoria,  on  the  21st  June. 

This  mark  of  the  approbation  of  your  Lordship,  and  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  is  most  gratifying  to  those  upon  whom  it 
has  been  conferred,  and  has  been  received  with  corresponding  sentiments 
of  gratitude  and  respect ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Court 

To  Btfl  Batboztt  Lenca,  5Cb  Sept  1813. 

I  did  not  answer  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  25th,  marked  D,  by 
Major  Hare,  although  the  subject  was  not  new  to  me;  and  I  had  already 
written  to  my  brother  upon  it 

Before  we  decide  whether  our  influence  shall  or  shall  not  be  exerted 
for  or  against  the  claims  of  the  Princess  of  Brazil  to  be  the  Regent  of 
Spain,  it  is  worth  while  to  consider  whether  we  have  really  any  influence 
which  we  can  exert.  It  may  be  rather  mortifying  to  our  vanity,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  a  review  of  our  transactions  with  the  Spanish  government,  since 
the  year  1808,  will  prove  that  we  possess  in  fact  none,  and  have  never 
possessed  any  influence  over  their  councils. 
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Review  all  the  transactions  with  the  Spanish  government  in  relation  to 
the  operations  of  the  war ;  the  negotiations  respecting  a  British  garrlMm 
at  Cadiz,  and  the  mode  in  which  that  measure  was  at  last  accomplished ; 
look  at  your  negotiations  ahout  America;  at  all  that  passed  ahout  my 
having  the  command,  and  the  mode  in  which  that  ohject  was  accomplished; 
at  the  change  of  government  accomplished  last  year  by  my  brother,  and 
its  consequences ;  at  the  attempt  made  by  me  in  the  spring  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  government  to  introduce  Russian  troops  into  the  Peninsula, 
and  the  mode  in  which  what  I  recommended  was  refused ;  and  the  fate  of 
the  recent  recommendation  of  the  British  government  to  transfer  die 
Spanish  government  to  Madrid ;  and  it  will  be  admitted  that,  as  a  govern- 
ment, we  have  no  influence  over  the  Spanish  councils. 

I  think  that  our  opinion  for  or  against  the  Princess  of  Brazil  will 
neither  add  to  nor  diminish  her  chance  of  success ;  and  if  by  our  influence  is 
meant  the  number  of  votes  we  should  give  for  her,  or  against  her,  in  Cortes, 
I  believe  I  may  say  positively,  that  we  should  not  give  her  or  deprive  her 
of  one.  But  the  degree  of  assistance  which  our  opinion  could  give  to  or 
withhold  from  the  Princess  of  Brazil  is  not  the  only  view  which  we  should 
take  of  this  question ;  and  your  Lordship  has  adverted  to  the  effects  upon 
the  mind  of  the  Princess,  in  case  she  should  succeed  in  obtaining  the 
Regency,  of  our  neutrality,  or  of  our  opposing  her  claims. 

If  the  Princess  is  to  be  a  Regent  according  to  the  constitution,  the 
Britbh  government  need  not  feel  much  anxiety  respecting  her  feelings  or 
her  conduct  She  will  be  the  slave  of  the  Cortes»  as  all  the  other  Regents 
have  been,  and  must  be,  so  long  as  matters  continue  as  they  are ;  and  the 
Cortes  will  continue  to  be  the  slaves  of  the  mob  of  the  place  of  their  resi- 
dence, and  of  their  leaders  the  writers  of  the  newspapers,  as  all  such 
assemblies,  particularly  of  Spaniards,  must  be. 

You  will  lose  nothing,  therefore,  by  remaining  neutral,  or  opposing  her 
claims ;  and  you  will  gain  nothing  by  supporting  them,  excepting,  indeed, 
the  discredit  of  having  countenanced  the  placing  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  the  woman  of  the  worst  character  that  exists. 

I  recommend  to  the  British  government,  then,  as  I  recently  recom- 
mended to  my  brother,  to  take  no  part  either  for  or  against  the  Princess 
of  Brazil ;  to  discountenance  by  every  means  in  their  power  the  demo- 
cratica}  principles  and  measures  of  the  Cortes ;  and  if  their  opinion  be 
asked  regarding  the  formation  of  a  Regency,  to  recommend,  first,  the 
establishment  of  a  system  which  is  to  give  some  authority  to  the  executive 
government,  whether  in  the  hands  of  a  Regent  or  of  a  King^  by  the  altera- 
tion of  those  parts  of  the  constitution  which  have  lodged  f^  power  in  the 
Cortes ;  and  next,  the  selection  of  that  person  of  the  Royal  family  to  fill 
the  oflSce  of  Regent,  who  should  unite  the  strongest  claim  from  birth  with 
the  best  capacity ;  and  if  one  cannot  be  found  with  sufficient  capacity,  then 
that  Spaniard  who  should  be  deemed  most  deserving  the  situation. 

Our  character  is  involved  in  a  greater  degree  than  we  are  aware  of  in 
the  democratical  transactions  of  the  Cortes,  in  the  opinion  of  all  moderat^ 
well  thinking  Spaniards,  and,  I  am  afraid,  with  the  rest  of  Europe ;  and  if 
the  mob  of  Cadiz  begin  to  remove  heads  from  shoulders,  as  the  newspap^i* 
have  threatened  Castanos,  and  the  Assembly  seize  upon  landed  proper^  ^ 
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supply  their  necessities,  I  am  afraid  we  must  do  something  more  than 
discountenance  them. 

The  question  is,  how  we  shall  discountenance  them.  It  is  not  easy:, 
possibly,  for  the  persons  composing  the  King's  government  to  do  so  in 
public ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  no  public  remonstrance  uncalled 
for,  upon  that  or  any  other  subject,  will  ever  have  the  smallest  effect  upon 
the  Spanish  government.  But  something  may  be  done  to  save  our  cha^ 
racter  at  least  by  the  British  Embassy  at  Cadiz,  and  by  the  British  subjects 
in  Spain  in  general,  to  bring  democracy  into  discredit ;  and  by  tiding 
every  opportunity  to  point-  out  to  the  Spanish  nation  the  inconvenience 
and  danger  of  the  principle  on  which  the  government  are  acting ;  and  by 
encouragement  and  countenance  to  the  opposite  party. 

You  have  seen  lately  how  the  LiberaUs  defeated  the  measure  of  re- 
moving the  government  from  Cadiz.  They  defeated  the  Princess  in  the 
same  way  in  the  winter ;  and  although  she  had  a  majority  in  the  Assembly, 
not  a  soul  dared  to  mention  her  name.  They  destroyed  the  Duque  del 
Infantado's  government  (supposed,  by  the  bye,  to  have  been  established 
by  our  influence)  in  the  same  way,  and  the  Duque  has  assured  me  that 
they  had  a  majority  in  the  Assembly  at  the  time ;  and  they  recently  de- 
feated, in  the  same  way,  Castanos'  friends,  likewise  the  majority,  who,  if 
they  had  had  any  spirit,  would  have  saved  him,  and  would  have  turned  out 
the  government  But  Solano's  ghost  was  staring-  them  in  the  face,  and 
they  were  afraid  of  the  mob  of  Cadiz. 

It  is  quite  impossible  that  such  a  system  can  last.  What  I  regret  is, 
that  I  am  the  person  that  maintains  it  If  I  was  out  of  the  way,  there  are 
plenty  of  Generals  who  would  overturn  it  Ballesteros  positively  intended 
it;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  O'Donell,  and  even  Castauos,  and  probably 
oUiers,  are  not  equally  ready.  If  the  King  should  return,  he  also  will 
overturn  the  whole  fabric,  if  he  has  any  spirit;  but  things  have  gone  so 
far,  and  the  gentlemen  at  Cadiz  are  so  completely  masters  of  their  trade 
of  managing  that  assembly,  that  I  am  afraid  there  must  be  another  con- 
vulsion :  and  I  earnestly  recommend  to  the  British  government  to  keep 
themselves  clear  of  the  democracy,  and  to  interfere  in  nothing  while  the 
government  is  in  their  hands,  excepting  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  keep- 
ing out  the  foreign  enemy. 

I  wish  you  would  let  me  know  whether,  if  I  should  find  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  striking  at  the  democracy,  the  government  would  approve  of  my 
doing  it 

I  sent  you  some  time  ago  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  La  Vega. 
I  now  send  you  the  copy  of  that  which  I  wrote  to  him,  which  contains  my 
opinion  of  the  state  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  what  it  ought  to  be ; 
and  I  recommend  to  the  British  government,  if  they  interfere  at  all,  to 
recommend  something  of  the  same  kind. 

73W  J.G,  to  ike  A.A.Gt,  tfd&vimnt.  5th  Sept  1813. 

Since  the  advance  of  the  aUied  army  into  Spain  numerous  references  have 
reached  head  quarters  in  consequence  of  irregularities  alleged  against  and,  in  some 
instances,  proved  to  have  been  committed  by  Portuguese  followers  of  the  army. 
The  increased  number  of  depredations  of  tliis  class  has  led  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  to  suppose  that  many  Portuguese  of  the  lower  order  have  entered  the  ser- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


746  8PA1K« 

▼ice  of  Britisli  and  Portaffiiete  offieen  wben  in  Fortagal,  to  mnAd  the  < 
and  serviee  required  if  mem  by  the  laws  of  that  oountrv,  from  the  influence  of 
which  laws  bemg  now  in  some  measure  removed,  many  indiyiduals  hare  separated 
ih)m  their  masters  and  have  become  vagabond  followers  to  the  several  divisions. 
To  overcome  this  growing  inoonvenienee,  I  am  to  aomini  yen  that  k  is  the  pleasure 
of  his  Excellency  that  any  Portuguese  follower  of  the  army  who  cannot  nilly  ac- 
count for  his  mode  of  sulMistence  and  emplovment  is  to  be  arrested,  and  sent  und^* 
escort  to  head  quarters  for  the  purpose  of  being  furtlter  removed  to  one  of  the 
-Portuguese  mihtar^  depots,  wfaidi  you  will  accordingly  report  to  tbe  Lieutenant 
General  oommaadmg  the  division. 

To  Sari  Batfaurst  lMab%  7th  Ss|it  181X 

I  enclose  a  totter  fbr  yomvfelf,  and  one  for  LordCastlereag^  from  Lord 
W.  Bentinck,  together  with  ^e  copy  of  one  which  be  has  written  to 
myselfy  from  which  you  will  see  that  his  Lordship  is  going  to  Sicily. 
This  departure  will  make  the  1th  change  of  hands  in  the  command  of  the 
Anglo-Sicilian  corps  in  the  course  of  about  twice  tiie  number  of  months  ; 
and  the  enclosed  extract  of  Lord  W.  Bendnck's  private  letter  shows  that 
there  must  be  an  8th  change,  and  probably,  when  his  Lordship  shall  come 
back,  a  9th. 

Your  Lordship  mtij  depend  upon  it  that  the  management  of  concerns, 
such  as  these  officers  have  in  hand,  cannot  be  taken  up  and  laid  down  at 
pleasure,  without  great  public  incon^renience ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that 
I  could  not  have  quitted  my  situation  for  any  day  for  nearly  five  years 
without  incurring  ^e  greatest  It  is  most  desirable,  therefore,  that  some 
permanent  commanding  officer  should  be  a|^pointed  for  this  corps.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  send  any  officer  Arom  hence  to  relieve  Gen.  W.  Clinton. 
The  state  of  the  command  of  the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps  is  important  in  view» 
not  only  to  that  corps,  but  to  the  Spaniards. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  observed  that  I  have  placed  all  the  %mniards 
on  that  side  of  the  Peninsula  under  the  command  of  the  officer  command* 
ing  that  corps,  but  things  have  not  been  carried  on  at  least  very  success- 
fully ;  and  although  perhaps  nobody  can  object  to  die  principle  on  which 
I  made  that  arrangement,  I  believe  there  is  no  Spanish  General  officer  who 
does  not  think  that  he  would  have  been  more  successful,  and  there  are  some 
who  are  positively  looking  to  obtain  this  very  command. 

When  O'Donell  left  his  army  the  other  day  on  account  of  his  old 

G.  O.  LeMCi.  6th  8«pt.  ISIS. 

1.  At  a  General  G>urt  Martial  held  by  virtue  of  a  warrant,  and  in  pursuance  of  an 

order  from,  &c.,  &c.,  private  ,  of  the  •—  regt,  was  arraigned  upon  the  foUowing 

charge,  vix. ;  *  For  leavhig  his  post  beftiie  he  was  regularly  relieved  when  sentiud,  on  the 
iiigbt  of  the  2l8t  July,  1813,  and  attempting  to  desert  towards  the  enemy/ 

The  Court  having  deliberately  and  maturely  weighed  and  considered  the  evidence  for 
the  prosacution,  together  with  what  the  prisoner  has  offered  in  his  defence,  and  the  evidence 
procuKMxl  in  support  of  it,  is  of  opinion  he  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  he  is  charged, 

being  in  breach  of  the  Articles  of  War,  and  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said , 

to  be  shot  to  death,  at  such  time  and  place  as  his  Excellency  tiie  Commander  of  the  Forcer 
may  be  pleased  to  direct 

Which  opinion  and  sentence  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Bxcelleocy  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces. 

2.  The  sentence  of  the  Gkueral  Court  Martial  on  the  trial  of  private ,  of  the  —  regt., 

is  to  be  carried  into  execution  on  Thursday,  the  9th  Sept.  1813,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Assist.  Provost  Marshal  attached  to  the  3d  division  of  infantry,  in  front  of  the  lines  of  that 
division,  and  in  presence  of  the  —  regt.,  and  such  oth«  troops  as  can  be  conveniently 
assembled,  to  be  paraded  fbr  that  purpose. 
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t  wounds,  he  proposed  himself  to  me  to  command  in  Catalonia.     I  don^ 

'  know  that  the  Spanish  government  would  consent  to  his  taking  this  com- 

I  mand ;  and  I  don't  suppose  that  the  Britbh  government  would  like  to  place 

I  the  Anglo-Sidlian  corps  under  the  command  of  any  Spanish  General  officer 

I  who  has  appeared  for  the  last  150  years. 

'  But  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  perceive  the  additional  difficulties  in 

I  which  I  am  involved  hy  the  perpetual  changes  of  the  person  commanding 

the  Anglo-Sicilian  corps ;  that  some  person  will  be  fixed  upon  who  is 

capable  of  managing  such  a  concern ;  and  that  he  will  go  to  bis  post  with 

I  a  determination  to  remain  at  it  till  the  last 

,  I  hope  the  fire  will  open  against  the  castle  of  San  Sebastian  to-morrow. 

Suchet  has  detached  a  large  body  of  troops  from  Catalonia;  and  Lord 
W.  Bentinck  has  ordered  the  3d  Spanish  army  to  march  in  this  direction, 
in  consequence  of  orders  which  I  had  given  him  in  expectation  of  this 
movement 


.  Notwithstanding  the  beating  which  Soult  has  received,  it  is  generally 

reported,  and  there  is  some  appearance  of  preparation  for  another  opera- 
tion to  relieve  Pamplona,  most  probably  connected  with  the  movement 
from  Catalonia.  However,  I  may  hope,  by  the  10th  or  Uth,  to  have  the 
castle  of  San  Sebastian ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  Sd  army  will  be  at 
Tudela,  so  that  I  shall  be  too  strong  for  them.  But  the  perseverance  to 
endeavor  to  relieve  these  places,  after  the  enormous  loss  sustained  already, 
shows  what  command  of  men  the  French  have,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  sacrifice  their  lives  for  the  credit  of  relieving  a  place  which  they  must 
know  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  they  cannot  hold. 

Q.  O.  Lmma.  7th  BupL  181S. 

2.  The  balsiioat  due  to  the  naD-comnuMioiied  offioen  and  soldien  on  the  lace  of  their 
several  accountf,  closed  to  the  34th  March,  are  to  be  paid  to  them  accordiug  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  6.  O.  of  the  8d  Ang.  1813 ;  that  it  to  say,  the  sum  due  to  each  man  is 
to  be  divided  by  30,  and  the  soldiers  are  to  receive  on  every  day  the  dOth. 

3.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Life 
Ouards,  Horse  Guards,  the  Dragoons,  Artillerv,  and  Foot  Ouards,  are  to  receive  the  full 
amount  of  their  daily  subsistence  as  fixed  by  toie  regulations,  if  the  balance*  due  should 
be  sufficient  to  cover  the  daily  issue  to  that  amount  for  the  month. 

4.  At  a  General  Court  Martial  held  by  Tirtue  of  a  warrant  and  in  pursuance  of  an 
order,  &c.,  Lieut  — ,  of  the ,  was  arraigned  upon  the  following  charge : 

•  •••••• 

f                       '  The  Court  having  maturely  and  deliberately  weighed  and  considered  the  evidence  pro- 
duced in  supnort  of  the  prosecution,  togetfier  with  what  the  prisoner,  Lieut ^  of  the 

,  has  offered  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  first  part  of 

the  charge  preferred  against  him,  vis. ;  '  For  highly  unoAcerlike  conduct,'  and  do  there- 

I  fore  acquit  him,  Lieut. ,  thereof;  but  the  Court  find  the  prisoner  ^ilty  of  the  second 

[  part  of  the  said  diarge,  vis. ;  <  In  ill-treating  and  repeatedly  strikmg  private ,  of 

'  the  same  corps,  with  the  flat  part  of  his  sword  on  the  back,  on  or  about  the  eveniug  of  the 

llth  Ang.  1 813,  in  his,  laeut *s  tent*  and  do  therefore  sentence  him,  the  prisoner, 

Lieut ,  of  the ,  to  he  reprimanded  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  and  place 

I  as  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  may  be  pleased  to  direct 

The  Court  has  been  induced  to  pass  a  sentence  thus  lenient,  it  appearing  to  it  that  the 
custom  which  did  exist  in  the  regiment  of  punishing  with  the  flat  part  of  the  sword  had 
not,  to  the  period  of  the  commission  of  the  act,  been  formally  forbid. 

Which  opinion  and  sentence  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces. 

6.  The  practice  of  striking  soldiers  witli  the  flat  of  the  sword  must  be  discontinued  en- 
tirely in  the ,  and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  trusts  that  Lieut will  take 

warning  from'  the  lenient  sentence  which  has  been  passed,  and  not  be  guilty  of  such  an  act 
in  future. 
He  if  hereby  reprimanded,  and  is  to  be  released  from  his  arrest  and  to  return  to  his  duty. 
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Th$  A.O.  to  Lina.  Col.  Mc^y  Aui,0^  Royal  artillery,  7th  Sept  1813. 

You  will  report  to  Lieut  Col.  Dickson,  commanding  the  Royal  artilleiy,  that  it 

is  liis  Excellency's  pleasure  Capt should  he  relieved  in  nis  command  of  the 

artillery  brigade  attached  to  the  —  division  of  infantry,  preparatoi^  to  his  hein^ 
sent  to  England  as  a  mark  of  the  Field   Marshal's  parti<nilar  disapprobation. 

When  Capt  shall  be  relieved  of  his  present  responsibility  he  is  ta  he  put  io 

arrest  at  large,  in  which  state  tliat  officer  is  to  return  to  the  head  ^uaiters  of  his 
corps  at  Woolwich.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  the  Commander  of  the  Forces 
proposes  fully  communicating  with  Col.  Dickson  in  reference  to  this  case  previous 

to  the  departure  of  Capt ^  I  now  thuik  it  as  well  generally  to  state  that  this 

severity  has  been  decided  on  to  discourage  the  omissions  of  which  Capt is 

considered  guilty,  in  not  maintaining  discipline  and  not  having  sufficient  control 
over  his  soluers  in  quarters,  and  denjring  his  attention  and  assistance  to  redress 
the  outrages  evidently  committed  by  his  soldiers  on  travellers  and  inhabitants;  and 
that  in  consequence  of  such  unjustifiable  relaxation  and  deficiency  of  attention,  the 
irregularities  referred  to  in  this  statement  took  place  on  or  about  the  13th  ult. 

ThM  A.G.  io  Li6$tt.  CoL , ^  HormmL  7th  Sept.  IglX 

I  have  received  the  Commander  of  the  Forces'  directions  to  require  you  to  send 

for  Paymaster ,  of  the ,  and  read  to  him  tlie  annexed  extract  of  my  letter 

of  the  27th  ult.,  expressive  of  his  Excellency's  disapproval  of  that  officer's  irre- 
gular mode  of  communicating  direct  with  head  quarters,  contrary  to  the  custom 
of  the  service.  Should  the  censure  eiven  by  you  to  that  officer  have  been  of  a 
more  serious  nature  than  therein  contamed,  it  must  be  attributed  to  your  having 
misconceived  my  instructions,  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  express  yourself  to 

Paymaster .    You  are  to  \mderstand  that  such  issues  as  may  be  made  by  the 

Paymaster  of  the in  consequence  of  any  order  or  interiference  on  your 

part,  and  which  disbursement  may  not  be  fully  authorised  by  general  regulation 
or  specific  instruction,  must  be  on  your  own  responsibility  and  is  chai^eable 
against  your  subsistence. 

I  am  concerned  in  having  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Field  Manhal  is  dis- 
satisfied at  the  misunderstan£ng  which  is  evidently  apparent  between  you  and  the 

Paymaster  of  the .     Should  any  further  impediment  occur  in  the  usual 

course  of  regimental  duty  from  such  injudicious  proceedings,  his  Excellency  has  it 

in  intention  to  send  Paymaster to  England,  and  to  solicit  that  an  officer  may 

be  sent  out  to  the to  assume  a  command  which  it  wotdd,  in  such  event, 

appear  you  are  unequal  to  control. 

To  Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lesaca,  8th  Sept  1813. 

Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Picton  being  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to 
England  for  the  recovery  of  hia  health,  I  have  the  honor  ta  request  that 
you  will  provide  him  with  a  passage  in  a  man  of  war,  when  an  opportunity 
offers. 

To  Lieut  Geu.  Sir  T.  Picton,  K.B.  Lesaca,  8tb  Sept  1813. 

Gen.  Pakenham  delivered  me  your  message.  I  am  very  much  con- 
cerned that  the  state  of  your  health  should  have  deprived  the  public  of 
your  services,  and  me  of  your  assistance,  at  this  interesting  moment ; 

Q.M.G.  to  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  R.  Hill,  K.B.  LeMca,  Tth  Sept.  isiS. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Marshal  Soulf,  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Pam- 
plona, which  baa  been  intercepted. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  tliis  morning,  Lord  Wellington  has  bad  some  communications  from 
Gen.  Mina,  which  induce  bim  to  desire  that  Mina  i  corps  should  be  left  entirely  disposable  for 
tlie  bbject  of  watching  whatever  movements  the  enemy  may  make  upon  the  side  of  Jaca. 

You  will  be  so  good,  therefore,  as  consider  Gen.  Mina's  corps  as  having  a  specific  desti- 
nation  for  the  present,  under  instructions  that  have  been  transmitted  to  that  omcer  through 
the  Spanish  staff,  and  lino  it  your  communications  with  him  to  a  mutual  interchange  of  such 
information  as  may  be  interesting  to  both. 
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Imty  however  I  maj  regret  your  departorey  J  cannot  but  approve  and  re- 
commend it  to  you. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  which  I 
have  received  from  you. . 

Aa  G4d.  Don  P.  A.  Giion.  Letaca,  ce  8  Sept.  1813. 

J'ai  M  hier  h  voa  postes,  et  j'ai  vu  la  redoute  que  vous  faites  sur  la 
hauteur  en  arriere  du  Puerto  de  Echalar.  £lle  me  parait  ^ka  bien  placc^e, 
et  une  d«ffense  sur  ce  mamelon  est  importante.  Mais  il  faut  observer 
que  I'armi^e  titant  k  prt^ent  en  position  pour  couvrir  deux  optSrations,  et 
que  les  circonstances  pouvant  exiger  comme  elles  I'ont  fait  dt^jk  deux  fois 
que  nous  quittions  une  partie  de  nos  positions,  il  est  important  de  ne  pas 
faire  des  ouvrages  qui  puissent  6tre  utiles  k  I'ennemi  en  ce  cas-lk. 

Si  vous  finissez  la  r^oute  sur  le  plan  que  vous  avez  commenoS,  il  fau- 
drait  faire  une  opt^ration  majeure  pour  regagner  le  Puerto  de  Echalar,  en 
cas  que  nous  fussions  jamais  dans  le  cas  de  I'abandonner  pour  le  moment, 
pour  manoBUvrer  sur  la  droite  ou  sur  la  gauche ;  parceque  le  flanc  droit 
de  la  redoute  et  son  derri^re  regarde  exactement  les  deux  points  d'oii  il 
faut  venir  pour  attaquer  le  Puerto,  en  cas  que  Tennemi  Teut  en  sa  pos- 
session. Ce  que  je  vous  conseille  done  est  de  faire  les  deux  flancs  et  le 
derri^re  de  votre  ouvrage  ou  d'abattis  ou  de  palisades,  et  d't^tendre  la 
ligne  qui  regarde  vers  le  Puerto,  prenant  garde  toujours  qu'elle  ne  soit 
de  nulle  mani^e  une  dc^fense  contre  ceux  qui  pourraient  avancer  du  c6u& 
de  Echalar.. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Leuca,  9th  Sept.  1813,  7  a.m. 

I  have  just  received  the  Articles  of  Capitulation  of  the  castle  of  San 
Sebastian,  and  I  consent  to  the  stipulation  of  the  10th  article.  J  request 
you  therefore  to  take  the  parole  of  honor  of  the  officer  who  shall  be  named 
by  Gen.  Rey  to  return  to  my  head  quarters  in  7  days,  if  a  British  officer 
of  the  same  rank  with  himself  should  not  be  sent  back  to  my  head  quarters 
in  exchange  for  him. 

In  regard  to  the  person  named  in  the  5th  article,  I  will  do  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  exchange  him ;  and  he  will  remain  at  Pasages  till  the 
Commander  in  Chief  shall  decide  whether  he  will  send  back  a  person  of 
the  same  description  in  exchange  for  hinu 

To  Lieut  Geo.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Letaca,  9th  Sept  1813,  7  a-m. 

I  have  received  the  capitulation,  and  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon 
your  success.  I  write  you  a  few  lines  officially  upon  the  capitulation.  I 
believe  Sir  George  ought  to  have  been  a  party  to  it,  as,  if  I  recollect 
right,  the  operations  on  the  island  were  lately  carried  on  exclusively  by 
the  navy. 

It  is  unlucky  that  we  did  not  think  of  it  sooner ;  but  he  may  be  invited 
to  concur  in  it  and  to  sign  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  his  sending  Capt 
Bloye  home,  and  I  will  recommend  both  Sir  George  and  Capt  Bloye. 

P.S.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  particular 
attention  paid  to  the  examination  of  the  non-combaiUms  and  vieiUards 
referred  to  in  the  4th  article.    I  conclude  that  the  examination  means 
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whether  they  are  or  not  *  non-canUHtiiansJ  The  non-comhatMits  to  be 
sent  to  France  don*t  mean,  I  conclude,  the  ^29  officiers'  and  '  5  ira^^mai' 
returned  nof^-^jombattam  in  the  return.  I  send  back  the  capituladoii  and 
other  papers,  lest  you  should  not  have  kept  a  copy  of  thmn,  but  I  sball  be 
glad  to  have  them  again. 

1V>  Lieut  Gkn.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lettca,  iKh  StepC  1813,  9}  ajc 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  the  following^ 
orders  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Engineer  department. 

The  pontoon  train  must  be  got  together,  with  the  exception  of  those 
boats  absolutely  necessary  for  the  communication  with  San  Sebastian,  and 
the  train  should  he  assembled  somewhere  near  Oyarzun. 

He  must  immediately  take  measures  for  securing  the  place  against  ft 
c<n^  de  main^  by  clearing  the  rubbish  from  and  blockading  the  breaches  ; 
and  he  must  let  me  have,  without  loss  of  time,  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the 
repair  of  the  place,  with  such  improvements  as  he  may  wish  to  suggest. 
He  should  also  take  measures  to  rebuild  the  bridge;  and  in  doing  so,  it 
probably  might  be  expedient  to  alter  the  site,  and  convert  the  sand  hills 
into  a  tete  depont.  I  throw  this  out  for  consideration;  but  in  the  mean 
time  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  a  bridge  of  the  country  boats,  or  to 
have  a  good  flying  bridge  of  the  same,  for  the  common  communication  on 
foot.  I  have  ordered  a  Spanish  garrison  to  be  prepared  for  the  place, 
which  will  go  into  it  as  soon  as  you  shall  state  Uiat  all  our  troops,  &c., 
can  be  withdrawn  with  convenience,  and  our  departments  are  prepared 
to  give  over  to  the  Spanish  departments  the  stores  and  other  articles  it 
contains. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  5th  division  had  better  be  brought  across  the 
Urumea,  and  encamped  in  any  convenient  ground  near  Oyarzun.  All  the 
artillerymen  should  return  to  their  several  brigades;  and  the  18  pounder 
brigade,  with  its  ammunition,  should  be  brought  out  to  the  high  road. 
Col.  Dickson  should  order  the  ordnance  and  stores  to  be  embarked.  That 
still  fit  for  service  should  be  so  arranged  in  the  vessels  as  that  we  may 
easily  get  at  it;  that  unfit  for  service  should  be  embarked  and  sent  to 
England. 

Col.  Dickson  should  continue  to  give  rewards  for  our  shot,  till  the  en- 
gineers shall  begin  to  work  upon  the  breach,  and  then  collect  it  without 
reward.     He  will  take  care  to  pile  any  that  may  be  found. 

To  Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier,  R.N.  Lenca,  9th  Sept  1813. 

The  public  service  requiring  the  presence  of  Marshal  Beresford  at 
Lisbon,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  appropriate  a  ship  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  Excellency  and  his  suite. 

Tp  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lesaca,  10th  Sept  181S,  10^  a^. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I  have  no  objection  to  leave 
for  the  present  the  damaged  guns  and  our  carriages  in  San  Sebastian. 

1  will  speak  to  the  Commissary  Gen.  about  victualling  the  transports. 
I  should  think  14  days'  provisions  in  each  fully  sufficient.     The  horse 
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transports  must  surely  be  provided  with  casks  to  supply  horses  with  water,, 
which  must  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  men  they  can  hold. 

The  Surgeon  Major  of  the  place,  and  the  officers  who  went  down  the 
breach,  shall  be  sent  back  to  France  on  their  parole. 

P.S.  The  Commisswy  Gen.  will  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  14  days' 
provisions  for  the  transports  to  carry  the  prisoners  home ;  that  is  to  say, 
biscuit  and  salt  meat. 

To .  Lenea,  10th  Sept  1813. 

I  received  last  night  your  letters  of  the  22d  July  and  9th  Sept,  and  I 

acknowledge  that  I  wish  you  had  followed  the  advice  of ^  and 

had  omitted  to  send  me  either ;  and  I  will  detain  both  till  I  shall  have 
received  your  answer  upon  what  I  am  now  about  to  state  to  you. 

I  have  never  interfered  directly  to  procure  for  any  officer  serving  under 
my  command  those  marks  of  His  Majesty's  favor  by  which  many  have 
been  honored ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  have  ever  applied  for  them,  or 
have  hinted  through  any. other  quarter  Uieir  desire  to  obtain  them.  They 
have  been  conferred,  as  far  at  I  have  any  knowledge,  spontaneously,  in 
the  only  mode,  in  my  opinion,  in  which  favors  can  be  acceptable,  or  honors 
and  distinction  can  be  received  with  satisfaction.  The  only  share  which  I 
have  had  in  these  transactions  has  been  by  bringing  the  merits  and  services 
of  the  several  officers  of  the  army  distinctly  under  the  view  of  the  Sove- 
reign and  the  public,  in  my  reports  to  the  Sec.  of  State ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  state,  that  no  General  in  this  army  has  more  frequently  than  yourself 
deserved  and  obtained  this  favorable  report  of  your  services  and  conduct. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  even  to  guess  what  are  tlie  shades  of  distinction 
by  which  those  are  guided  who  advise  the  Prince  Regent  in  the  bestowing 
those  honorable  marks  of  distinction,  and  you  will  not  eipect  that  I  should 
enter  upon  such  a  discussion.  What  I  would  recommend  to  you  is,  to 
express  neither  disappointment  nor  wishes  upon  the  subject,  even  to  an 
intimate  friend,  much  less  to  the  government.  Continue,  as  you  have 
done  hitherto,  to  deserve  the  honorable  distinction  to  which  you  aspire, 
and  you  may  be  certain  that,  if  the  government  is  wise,  you  will  obtain  it 
If  you  should  not  obtain  it,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  is  no  person 
of  whose  good  opinion  you  would  be  solicitous,  who  will  think  the  worse 
of  you  on  that  account 

The  comparison  between  myself,  who  have  been  the  most  favored  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  you,  will  not  be  deemed  quite  correct ;  and  I 
advert  to  my  own  situation  only  to  tell  you,  that  I  recommend  to  you 
conduct  which  I  have  always  followed.  Notwithst^j^ng  the  numerous 
favors  that  I  have  received  from  the  Crown,  I  have  never  solicited  one ; 
and  I  have  never  hinted,  nor  would  any  one  of  my  friends  or  relations 
venture  to  hint  for  me,  a  desire  to  receive  even  one ;  and  much  as  I  have 
been  favored,  the  consciousness  that  it  has  been  spontaneously  by  the  King 
and  Regent,  gives  me  more  satis&ction  than  any  thing  else. 

I  recommend  to  you  the  same  conduct,  and  patience ;  and,  above  all, 
resignation,  if,  after  all,  you  should  not  succeed  in  acquiring  what  you 
wish ;  and  I  beg  you  to  recall  your  letters,  which  you  may  be  certain  will 
be  of  no  use  to  you. 
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To  Rear  Adni.  Sir  H.  Neale,  Bart.  Lenca,  lOlh  SepC  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  the  orders  of  the  1 8th  Aug.,  which  you  had  received  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  in  answer  thereto,  I  comnm- 
nicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day  written  to  Capt. 
Otway,  of  H.M.S.  Ajax. 

To  Capt  Obray,  R.N.  Lesaca,  10th  Sept  1813,  9  a^m. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  dated  off  San  Sebastian. 
You  will  have  heard  that  the  town  was  taken  by  storm  on  the  31  st  Aug^ 
and  that  the  garrison  in  the  castle  capitulated  on  the  8th  inst 

The  only  naval  aid  that  is  required  by  the  army  at  present,  is  to  remove 
about  2000  prisoners  in  our  hands,  of  whom  97  are  officers,  and  whom 
Capt.  Sir  G.  Collier  appears  to  be  of  opinion  it  would  be  improper  to 
allow  to  accompany  their  men  in  the  small  transports.  If  you  could  take 
some  of  them,  and  even  of  the  soldiers,  on  board  the  Ajatx  and  BdUmeL, 
you  would  relieve  us  from  a  great  inconvenience. 

I  mention  this  because  I  conclude  that  under  the  orders  which  you  sajr 
you  have  received,  you  would  not  think  it  proper  to  remain  on  this  coast 
for  the  other  objects  in  which  we  require  naval  assistance,  viz.,  to  secure 
for  us  the  navigation  of  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  and  the  coast  of  Portugal^ 
and  to  interrupt  the  enemy's  communication  between  the  Garonne  and  Ae 
Adour  rivers. 

If  you  can  take  any  of  the  officers  or  soldiers  above  referred  to,  I  request 
you  to  communicate  on  the  subject  with  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham. 

To  Earl  Bathmtt.  Lesaca,  lOth  SepL  1813. 

In  addition  to  the  demand  for  stores  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship  in  my  dispatch,  No.  81, 1  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  farther 
requisition  for  ordnance  ammunition  stores,  which  I  beg  may  be  sent  to 
this  country  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  Karl  Bathurst.  Lesaca,  lOtii  Sept.  1813. 

A  battery  was  constructed  in  the  homwork  with  great  difficulty  against 
the  works  of  the  castle  of  San  Sebastian,  which  opened  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  inst ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  garrison 
surrendered  before  evenmg.   I  enclose  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham's  report,* 

♦  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquii  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

Hemani,  8th  Sept.  1813. 

I  have  the  satisfaction*  U)  report  to  your  Lordshift  that  the  castle  of  San  Sebastian  has 
surrendered  ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tlie  capitulation,  which,  under  all  the  ciiw 
cumstances  of  the  case,  I  trust  your  Lordsliip  wiU  thmk  I  did  right  to  gnnt  to  a  sarrisoD 
which  certamlv  made  a  very  gallant  defence. 

Ever  since  the  assault  of  the  Slst  ult.,  the  vertical  fire  of  the  mortars,  &c.  of  the  right 
attack  was  occasionally  kept  up  against  the  castle,  causing  a  very  severe  loss  to  the 
enemy  ;  and  yesterday  morning  a  battery  of  seventeen  24  poundeis  in  the  homwork,  and 
another  of  three  18  pounders,  still  more  on  the  left,  having  been  completed  by  \Snt  extm- 
ordinary  exertions  of  the  officers  of  artillery  and  engineers,  aided  by  the  indefatigable  ami 
of  ttU  the  troops;  the  whole  of  tlie  ordnance,  amounting  to  54  pieces,  including  two  24 
pounders  and  1  howitxcr  on  the  island,  opened  at  10  a.m.  against  the  castle,  and  with 
such  effect  that  before  1  p.m.  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  at  the  Mirador  battery  by  the 
enemy;  and  after  some  discussion,  the  terms  of  the  sunender  were  agreed  on:   tbua 
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and  the  terms  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  with  tiie  garriflbn,  returns  of 
ordnance,  ammunition,  dec,  in  the  place. 

The  loss  of  the  garrison  during  the  siege  is  stated  to  have  amounted  to 
two  thirds  of  their  number  at  its  commencement, 

I  beg  leave  again  to  draw  jour  Lordship's  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  and  of  the  General  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  in  the  arduous  undertaking  of  which  I  am  now  reporting 
die  successful  close. 

Under  the  Ordonnance  recently  issued  bj  the  French  government,  the 
difficulties  of  the  operations  of  a  siege,  and  the  length  of  time  it  must 
take,  are  greatly  increased ;  and  they  can  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  only 
by  the  storm  of  the  breach  of  the  body  of  the  place.  The  merit  of  success^ 
therefore,  is  proportionally  increased ;  and  if  that  time  is  subtracted  from 
the  duration  of  the  operations  against  San  Sebastian,  during  which  the 

giving  your  Lordship  aDother  great  result  of  the  campaign,  in  the  acqaiiitioD  to  the  allie4 
armiei  of  this  interettiog  point  on  the  ooatt,  and  near  the  flrontier. 

Capt  Stewart,  of  the  Boyali,  aide  de  camp  to  Major  Gen.  Hay,  who  so  greatly  dis- 
tiuguuhed  himself  during  thd  siegc^  is  unfortunately  among  the  killed  since  the  last 
return. 

I  omitted  in  my  last  report  to  mention  my  obligations  to  the  great  ical  of  Gapt.  SmiUi 
of  the  Royal  Nav^r,  who  undertook  and  executed  the  difficult  task  of  getting  guns  up  the 
•teep  scarp  of  the  island  into  a  battery  which  was  manned  by  seamen  under  his  command, 
jmd  which  was  of  much  service.  Gapt  Bloye,  of  the  Lyra^  has  been  from  the  beginning 
constantly  and  most  actively  employed  on  shore,  and  I  feel  greatly  indebted  to  hb  services. 

Besides  the  officers  of  artillery  formerly  mentioned,  who  hare  continued  to  serve  with 
equal  distinction,  I  should  not  omit  the  names  of  Gapts.  Morrison,  Power,  and  Parker,  who 
have  been  constantly  in  the  breaching  batteries^  and  m  the  command  of  companies.  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat  my  former  lecommendatioa  of  Gapt  Gameron,  of  the  9th  foot,  who  volun^ 
teered  to  command  the  attack  of  the  island,  and  who  conducted  himself  so  ably  on  that  oo> 
casion,  and  during  all  the  time  he  commanded  there. 


GoNTBMTiON  pToposed  for  the  Gaiiifulation  of  the  Fort  of  La  Motte  of  San  Sebastian,  by 
the  Adjutant  Commandant,  Ohevalier  de  Songeon,  Ghief  of  the  Staff  to  the  troops 
statiomMl  in  the  Fort,  charged  with  full  powers  hy  Oen.  Rey,  oommaiiding  the  said 
troops,  on  the  one  side ;  and  by  Gol.  de  Laneey,  D.  Q.  M.  G^  Lieut  Col.  Dickson, 
commanding  the  Artillery,  and  Lieut  Col.  Bouverie,  charged  with  full  powers  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Grahatn,  on  the  other  side. 

The  abore-named  having  exchanged  their  lull  powers,  agreed  as  follows  i 

Article  L  The  French  troops  forming  the  garrison  of  Fert  La  Motte  sbul^  be  prisoners  of 
war  to  His  Majestr's  troops  and  their  allies.     Jg/ntdL 

Art.  II.  They  shall  be  embarked  in  His  Bntannic  Majesty's  ships  and  conveyed  X<i 
England  direct,  without  being  obliged  to  go  farther  by  land  than  to  the  port  of  Pasages. 
jtgrted. 

Art  III.  The  G^eneral  and  other  superior  officers,  and  the  officers  of  regiments  and  of  the 
•tafl^  as  well  as  the  medical  officers,  snail  preserve  their  swords  and  their  private  baggag<^ 
and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  shall  preserve  their  knapsacks.     Aarttd, 

Art  IV.  The  women,  the  children,  and  the  old  men,  not  being  military,  shall  be  sent 
back  to  France,  as  well  as  the  other  non-combatants,  preserving  their  private  baggage. 
Oranttd^for  tht  wtmmm  and  children,     Tkt  old  mm  and  non-combatant  $  mutt  be  exmrnined. 

Art  V.  The  Commissaire  des  Ooerres,  Bourbier  de  Guilly,  having  with  him  the  wife 
and  the  two  daughters  of  bis  brother,  who  died  at  Pamplona,  rec^uests  Sir  T.  Graham  to 
authorise  his  return  to  France,  with  the  three  above-named  ladies,  as  he  is  their  chief 
support  He  is  not  a  military  man.  Tkit  article  thuU  be  teibmitted  to  the  Afarqtds  of 
SVelHmgUm  bwSir  T.  Oraham, 

Art  VI.  The  sick  and  woumled  sliall  be  treated  according  to  their  rank,  and  taken 
care  of  as  English  officers  and  soldiers.    Agreed, 

Art.  VII.  The  French  troops  shall  file  out  to-morrow  morning,  by  the  gate  of  Mirador, 
with  all  the  honors  of  war,  with  arms  and  baggage,  and  drums  beating,  to  the  outside, 
where  they  will  lay  down  their  arms;  the  officers  of  all  ranks  pmerving  their  swonls,  their 

VOL,  Vf.  3  c  . 
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bedegen  waited  for  ammunition,  viz.,  from  the  25ih  Jaly  to  tbe  26tfa 
Aug.y  it  will  be  found  that  the  operations  did  not  last  longer  than  baa 
been  usually  required  for  a  place  which  possessed  three  lines  of  defence, 
including  the  convent  of  San  Bartolomeo. 

During  the  operations  against  the  castle,  the  navy  took  charge  of  the 
attack  from  the  island  of  S**  Clara,  by  which  the  enemy  was  moc^ 
annoyed  in  his  position  in  the  castle. 

Capt  Sir  G.  Collier,  and  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  have  con- 
tinued to  afford  every  assistance  in  their  power,  and  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T. 
Graham  mentions  particularly  Capt.  Bloye,  of  the  lA/rOy  and  Capt.  Smith  ; 
and  Lieut.  CoL  Dickson,  commanding  the  artillery,  has  reported  his  obli> 
gations  to  Lieut  O'Reilly,  of  the  SurveiUarUe^  who  commanded  the 
seamen  employed  in  the  batteries.  It  appears  that  throughout  the  si^^ 
of  the  town,  the  enemy  had  a  constant  communication  with  Bayonne, 

senrants,  honef,  and  baggage^  and  the  foldieit  thor  knapiackiy  ai  mentioiied  in  &e  tlnid 
article.    Aart^d. 

Art  VIII.  A  detachment  of  die  allied  army,  coositting  of  100  men,  tball  occnpf  to  the 
erenizig  tbe  gate  of  Mirador;  a  like  detachment  ghall  occnpy  the  gate  of  the  Go^enior^a 
battery.  Tbete  two  poets  shall  be  for  that  porpoee  eracuated  by  the  French  troops,  aa 
ioon  as  the  present  capitolation  shall  be  acc^ited  and  ratified  by  the  Commandii^ 
Generals.    ^T^*^ 

Art.  IX.  The  plans  and  all  tbe  papers  regarding  the  fortifications  shall  be  giren  orer  to 
an  Bnglisb  officer ;  and  officers  shall  be  named  equally  on  each  side^  to  regolate  all  that 
concerns  the  artillery,  engineer,  and  comminariat  departments*   Agreed, 

Art.  X.  The  Gkneral  commanding  tbe  French  troops  shall  be  authorised  to  send  to  Hia 
Ezcellency  Marshal  Soult  an  officer  of  the  stafi^,  who  shall  sign  his  parole  of  honor,  fior 
his  exchange  witii  a  British  officer  of  his  rank.  This  officer  shall  be  the  bearer  of  a  copy 
of  the  present  capitulation.  StAmitttdfor  the  decUion  of  Lord  fVoOiitatom.  The  officer  tm 
be  eeni  to  Marehal  Souit  ehuU  he  choeen  hy  the  Commandina  officer  t^the  French  troope. 

Art  XI.  If  any  difficulties  or  misnndentanding  shall  arise  in  the  ezecutioo  of  the 
artides  of  diis  capitulation,  they  shall  be  always  decided  in  fiivor  of  the  French  g^Triffftn^ 
Agreed, 

Hada  and  concluded  this  8di  day  of  September,  1813. 

Lb  Chbvalibr  na  Sonobon,  Adj.  Comm. 
Wk.  db  Lancbt,  Col. 

Albxandbr  Dickson,  Lieut  CoL  com.  R.  A. 
H.  BouvBBiB,  Lieut  CoL 

Le  Gintoil  Rbt,  Gouyemenr. 
Thomas  Graham,  Lieut  Gen. 

Gbobob  Collibr,  Commanding  the  Squadron  of  Hia 
Majesty's  Ships  off  San  Sebastian. 


Approrad,  | 


Approved  on  the  part  of  ) 
the  Royal  Navy,        j 


of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  siege  of  the  castle  ot  San  Sebastian,  from  ttia 
1st  to  tbe  8th  Sept  1818. 


1 

1 

Total  loss  of  officers, 
non  -  commissioned 
officers,  and  R.  &  F. 

KiUed 

Wounded  •     •     •     • 

1 
1 

1 

9 

10 

Portuguese  loss  not  included. 
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from  whence  they  received  supplies  of  all  kinds,  including  ordnance  and 
ammunition,  and  reinforcements  of  all  descriptions  of  officers  and  troops ; 
and  thej  sent  away  all  their  wounded  officers  and  several  of  their  men ; 
hut  this  was  owing  to  circumstances  not  in  the  power  of  Capt.  Sir  G. 
Collier,  and  the  squadron  under  his  command,  to  remedy. 

Since  my  last  the  enemy  have  collected  their  troops  towards  their  left ; 
but  have  again  resumed  their  old  positions  since  the  fall  of  San  Sehastian. 

Having  thought  it  pfobablo,  a^r  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  near  Pam- 
plona, that  Marshal  Soult  would  call  Marshal  Suchet  to  his  assistance,  I 
desired  that  if  the  latter  should  march  himself,  or  any  large  detachment 
should  be  made  from  his  troops,  the  3d  Spanish  army  should  be  sent  to 
join  me. 

Gen.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  has  since  informed  me  th«t  Cren.  Decaen  had 
marched  into  France  with  a  force,  reported  by  some  to  be  10,0fK^  and  by 
others  15,000  men;  and  the  Duque  del  Parque  had  consequently  marched 
with  the  3d  army,  and  was  likely  to  be  at  Tudela  on  the  9di  and  10th 
inst. 

Nothing  extraordinary  has  occurred  on  that  side  of  the  Peninsula.  It 
appears  by  a  report  from  the  Duque  del  Parque,  of  which  I  transmit  a 
copy  by  this  opportunity,  that  when  the  3d  Spanish  army  were  recently 
crossing  the  Ebro  at  Amposta,  after  the  allies  had  retired  from  before 
Tarragona,  the  enemy  made  a  sortie  on  the  19th  ult,  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  Ebro,  from  Tortosa,  with  about  4000  men,  and  attacked  the  3d 
division  of  the  army.  The  Duque  del  Parque  detached  troops  from  the 
right  bank,  under  Uie  command  of  the  acting  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Army,  Don  P*  Ferraz,  and  the  enemy  were  immediately  repulsed  with 
considerable  loss.  It  appears  that  on  this  occasion  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  was  remarkably  good ;  and  the  Duque  del  Parque  highly  applauds 
the  conduct  of  the  Chief  of  the  Staff. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  T.  Grftbam,  ILB.  Letaca,  1 1th  Sept.  1813,  9  a.m. 

I  received  in  the  night  yours  of  4  p.m.  yesterday,  and  1  enclose  a  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  Capt.  Otway,  which  I  beg  you  will  peruse,  to 
forward  to  him.  You  did  not  enclose  the  paper  of  Sir  G.  Collier's 
arrangements,  nor  the  return  of  the  transports.  I  write  to  A  lava  and 
Gen.  Freyre  respecting  the  ctvU  engineer,  Spanish  masons  and  carpenters, 
and  laborers. 

I  should  be  very  happy  to  give  relief  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  Col. 
Sentuary,  but  it  is  necessary  to  look  a  little  to  the  case  of  our  own 
countrymen  in  France.  I  beg  that  CoL  Sentuary  may  be  told,  that  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  hundreds  of  French  officers  have  been  allowed  to 
go  from  England  on  parole,  either  to  return  in  a  limited  time,'  or  to  send 
officers  of  the  same  rank  in  exchange,  and  not  one  has  returned,  nor  has 
one  English  officer  been  sent  in  exchange  for  the  many  French  officers 
sent  in  this  manner  to  France.  I  don't  say  it  is  their  fault ;  the  French 
government,  probably,  prevented  their  return,  would  not  comply  with  the 
other  condition  of  their  engagements,  and  has  forced  them,  most  probably, 
to  serve  against  Austrians,  Prussians,  Russians,  &c. ;  but  that  is  nothing 
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to  me.  Knowing  the  fact,  I  must  act  accordingly,  and  I  will  allow  ^o 
officer  to  go  awaj  upon  his  parole,  unless,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Surgeon 
Major  and  Captain  ahout  whom  you  before  wrote,  they  should  have 
established  a  claim  by  services.  In  allowing  them  to  go,  I  know  thai  I 
am  giving  them  to  the  enemy ;  Soult  will  send  nobody  in  return. 

P.S.  I  have  received  from  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  Sir  G.  Collier's 
arrangements  respecting  prisoners;  that  which  he  proposes  for  Britisb 
sick  and  wounded  need  not  be  considered  at  present. 

To  Gen.  Don  M.  Freyre.  Lesaca,  1  Ith  Sept  I8IS. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  send  the  civil  engineer 
of  the  province  of  Biscay  to  communicate  with  Lieut.  Col.  Burgoyne, 
the  engineer  in  the  service  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  regard  to  the 
repairs  of  the  place  of  San  Sebastian.  Gen.  Mendizabal  will  probably 
be  able  to  let  you  know  where  he  is. 

I  likewise  request  you  to  order  a  principal  mason  and  principal  car* 
penter  of  the  province  to  attend  the  same  officer ;  and  that  directions  may 
be  given  to  the  civil  magistrates  to  collect  masons,  carpenters,  and  common 
laborers,  in  order  to  perform  the  works  necessary  to  be  done  there  without 
loss  of  time. 

To  Earl  Bathurtt.  Lenca,  lldiSept  1813. 

I  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  19th  Aug. ;  and  before  I  Bent 
for  the  two  sail  of  the  line  from  Basque  roads,  adverted  tb  in  the  letter 
from  the  Admiralty,  I  thought  it  proper  to  call  for  the  opinion  of  Capt 
Sir  G.  Collier,  whether  he  considered  himself  able,  with  the  vessels 
already  under  his  command,  to  perform  the  various  9ervices  required 
from  Uie  squadron  on  this  station  in  co-operation  with  the  army ;  an^  ^ 
enclose  the  copy  of  his  answer  received  last  night. 

In  the  mean  time  the  town  of  San  Sebastian  was  taken  by  storm,  on 
the  31st  Aug.;  the  garrison  capitulated  in  the  castle  on  the  8th;  «oA 
on  the  9th,  Capt.  Otway  appeared  off  San  Sebastian  with  the  Jjax  and 
JBeUona^  having  come  from  Basque  roads.  I  enclose  the  copy  of  th^ 
letter  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Capt  Otway. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  what*  Sir  G.  Collier  states  regarding  the 
security  of  the  navigation  of  the  coast  for  our  victuallers,  and  store  and 
hospital  ships.  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  Admiralty  upon  this 
point,  in  order  that  some  arrangement  may  be  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  Adm.  Martin  and  Sir  G.  Collier,  one  of  them 
commanding  as  far  north  as  Cape  Finisterre,  the  other  from  Cape  Finis- 
terre,  as  he  says,  to  the  Adour. 

I  had  before  proposed  that  the  whole  coast  of  Spain  and  Portugal  should 
be  put  under  the  command  of  one  officer;  but  that  arrangement,  it  appears, 
would  have  interfered  with  the  ancient  rule  for  the  extent  of  the  command 
of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Channel  fleet.  But  as  that  arrangement 
cannot  be  adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  for  some  superior  authority  to 
arrange  for  the  relief  of  the  vessels  of  war  going  with  convoys,  at  a  par- 
ticular place ;  or  that  vessels  going  with  convoys  from  here,  or  from  ib^ 
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k  coast  of  Portugal  respectivelj,  should  go  the  whole  distance  which  the 

5  vessels  convoyed  are  required  to  go. 

[  While  writing  upon  this  subject  I  beg  to  mention,  that  as  the  Freya  is 

r:  going  to  England  with  prisoners,  it  is  very  desirable  that  she  should  be 

sent  back  here  without  loss  of  time. 

To  Dou  Bias  de  Qttoloia.  Lenea,  12th  Sept  1813. 

I  had  the  honor,  yesterday,  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  26th  Aug., 
which  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  received  from  you. 

Many  events  which  have  occurred  lately,  and  some  decisions,  have  given 

^  me  the  greatest  concern ;  but  you  must  be  aware  that  in  the  situation  which 

.  I  Jill,  and  in  my  quality  of  stranger,  my  duties  are  con6ned  to  the  war 

against  the  common  enemy^  and  I  can  interfere  in  no  manner  whatever 

^  in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  country. 

I  Tim  AM,  to  LUui,  Col.  DickMon^  Rogal  orHlkry,  ISth  Sept  1813. 

Major  Gen.  Hay  has  requested  that  Lieut  St.  Clair,  of  the  Royal  artillery,  may 

be  appointed  his  aide  de  camp  till  the  pleasure  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent 

I  may  be  known,  and  the  Major  General  has  been  induced  to  believe  you  will 

[  accede  to  the  arrangement  by  your  admitting  that  Lieut  St  Clair  can  be  spared 

from  the  duty  of  the  corps.     ^Jy  Lord  Wellmgton,  with  every  disposition  to  meet 

the  wishes  of  Major  Gen.  Hay  and  forward  the  interests  of  a  young  officer  well 

esteemed,  has  conceived  it  fit  tliat  I  should  ascertain  from  you,  previous  to  giving 

i  a  reply,  whether  a  special  permission  is  not  either  expected  or  required  by  the 

Master  General  before  officers  are  removed  from  the  duties  of  the  corps  to  Staff 

appointments  which  have  no  connexion  with  the  artillery  service. 

To  Lieut.  Oen.  the  Hon.  Sir  W.  Stewart,  K.B.  Lesaca,  13th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  read,  with  the  attention  which  they  deserve,  your  letter  of  the 

Uth,  and  that  from of  the  8th;  and  I  acknowledge  that  I 

feel  very  unwilling  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Sec.  of  State,  again,  to  the 
loss  of  the  guns  in  the  Puerto  de  Maya,  in  order  to  show  that  they  were 
lost  going  to  a  position  to  which  you  had  ordered  them  by  the  very  same 
road,  and  under  the  very  same  circumstances,  under  which  I  had  stated 
they  were  lost  retiring  to  Elizondo.  I  was  very  sorry  to  have  lost  those 
guns,  as  they  are  the  only  guns  that  have  ever  been  lost  by  troojto  acting 
under  my  command ;  but  I  attributed  their  loss  then,  as  I  do  now,  to  un- 
fortunate accident  to  which  the  best  arrangements  must  be  liable,  and 
above  all,  to  that  most  unfortunate  accident  of  your  being  absent  when  the 

attack  was  made,  and ,  who  commanded,  having  been  with  the 

division  only  two  days.  But  there  is  nothing  in  my  report  which  conveys 
any  blame  to  any  individual ;  and  I  must  say,  that  the  correction  proposed 

to  be  made  of  the  statement,  instead  of  proving  that  you  and 

did  not  differ  in  opinion  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  guns,  would  prove 
in  the  clearest  manner  that  you  did :  I  therefore  must  beg  leave  to  decline 
to  write  any  more  to  the  Sec.  of  State  upon  this  subject* 

Tht  A.Q.  to  Lma,  CoL  May^  J^.G,,  Ro^al  artillery,  IStii  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  have  laid  before  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  Capt.  *s  report  of  the  12th  hist,  in  which  he  states  his  having  found 
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out  11  of  tlie  toldiert  ooncemed  in  robbing  the  Spiniardi,  as  laid  to  the 

of  the  brigade  of  artillery  attached  to  the  —  divuion.    His  Excellency  ham   ua 

consequence  acceded  to  Capt. 's  request  in  permitting  his  prosecuting  the 

supposed  offenders  before  the  Oeneral  Court  Mardal  now  sitting  in  the  3d  dJ  visioo 

cantonments,  and  you  are  her^y  a^arised  to  liberate  Capt. from  hia  arrest^ 

that  he  may  effectuallv  perform  the  duty  required  from  nim.  I  should  wish  to 
have  the  substance  of  the  offence  proposed  to  be  brought  agunst  the  prisoners, 
and  the  evidence  intended  to  be  called  in  support  of  uie  charges  to  be  deduced 
from  it  One  or  two  of  the  prisoners  may  be  permitted  to  turn  evidence  ahoold 
tliey  be  found  necessary  to  sabstantiatb  the  eharse  or  charges. 

P.S.  The  extra  parades  of  the  brigade  of  Royu  artillery  attached  to  the  —  divi* 
sion  are  dispensed  with. 

The  A.  Q.  to  Lima,  Stirihgy  ASd  rtgt,  IStfa  Sept  1813. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
your  application  for  leave  to  enter  the  Porti^ese  service  was  submitted  to  hia 
Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  some  time  ago^  and  by  his  order  lefiiiied 
to  Marshal  Beresford,  who  made  an  objection  to  th^  appointment,  as  he  conceiTed 
that  you  were  too  junior  an  officer  in  tlie  British  service  to  obtain  the  xank  of 
Captain  in  the  Portuguese.  However,  in  consideration  of  the  losses  lately  sua- 
tained  in  officers  by  me  latter  service,  his  Excellency  feels  disposed  to  attend  to 
your  application  when  you  have  forwarded  the  Marshal's  desue,  as  alluded  to  in 
your  letter  to  this  office. 

7^  A.G.  to  F.  S.  Larpeni^ Etq,,  Jmdff  AinocaU  Gmteral  ISdi  Sept  16I3L 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  did  not  reach  me  till  yesterday.  I  am  in  hq^es  yum 
will  long  ere  this  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  by  which 
it  will  appear  to  vou  his  Excellency  feels  disposed  to  forward  your  exchange.  I 
have  notwithstanding  forwarded  to  you  the  selection  of  articles  of  ^parel  yoo 
have  seemed  to  desire,  and  which  your  friends  are  of  opinion  may  be  most  nseful 
to  you,  together  with  the  money  and  animals  you  have  specified,  as  recapitulated 
in  the  annexed  list  It  is  impossible  to  calculate  on  the  causes  which  may  impede 
your  immediate  release,  although  I  must  confess  the  Field  Marshal  folly  expects 
you  will  be  allowed  to  return  forthwith,  on  the  reasonable  grounds  of  reciproca- 
tion, as  the  civilians  and  non-combatants  taken  at  San  Sebastian  have  been  sent  to 
France,  to  which  I  may  add  the  general  indulgence  that  has  been  shown  to  the 
adherents  and  followers  of  the  French  army  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown 
into  the  power  of  the  allies.  In  national  concerns  personal  consideration  cannot 
always  have  its  influence ;  I  am,  however,  well  pleased  to  find  you  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  commimicatine  with  Gen.  Comte  Gazan,  as  that  officer  may 
possibly  be  aware  that  his  family,  at  a  critical  moment  of  contest,  received  useful 
and  becominff  attention  from  you.  That  you  had  no  business  to  j^ace  yourself  in 
a  situation  <a  risk  is  true,  but  the  error  has  brought  its  punishment  wim  it,  and  I 
therefore  recommend  your  banishing  any  mortifying  reflections  on  that  account, 
and  meeting  your  fortune  with  good  countenance,  whatever  it  may  prove. 

To  Don  M.  de  Alava.  Lesaca,  14th  Sept.  1813. 

I  think  it  proper  to  enclose  you  a  representation  which  has  been  made 
to  me  by  Col.  Harvey,  a  staff  officer  attached  to  the  Portuguese  army,  of 
the  conduct  of  a  person  employed  in  the  Hacienda  at  Hemani,  towards 
Marshal  Beresford,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Portuguese  army,  in 
regard  to  quarters. 

I  believe  that,  According  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  no  person  employed  in  the 
Hacienda  is  entitled  to  military  quarters ;  but  at  all  events,  if  he  is  so, 
he  cannot  be  entitled  on  the  same  rank  with  a  Field  Marshal  and  Captain 
General  Commanding  an  Army  in  Chief;  and  to  say  the  least  of  it,  the 
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conduct  of  this  gentleman  has  not  been  civil  or  conciliating  towards  a 
person  of  the  Marshal's  rank* 

To  the  Biinitter  At  War,  Gadix.  tieiaca,  14th  Sept  1813. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  30th  Aug^  in  which 
you  have  explained  the  wishes  of  the  Regency,  and  have  desired  to  have  my 
opinion  upon  a  new  scheme  for  the  organization  of  the  Spanish  armies ;  and 
you  have  enclosed  a  list  of  General  officers,  from  among  whom  the  Regency 
have  permitted  me  to  recommend  those  to  be  appointed  to  command  these 
armies,  according  to  their  new  organization.  I  would  beg  the  Regency  to 
observe,  that  this  alteration  cannot  be  made  without  a  repeal  of  the  decree 
of  the  Cortes  of  the  6th  Jan.  1813. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  certain  inconveniences  attend  the  existing  orga- 
nization of  the  army,  which,  however,  are  more  apparent  than  real,  and  are 
not  of  a  nature  to  be  insurmountable ;  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe  to 
your  Excellency,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  fix)m  the  organization  of  the  army  now  proposed,  a  saving  of 
expense  would  not  be  one  of  them.  Upon  this  point  I  beg  to  refer  your 
Excellency  to  the  letters  which  I  addressed  to  your  predecessor  on  the 
4th  and  the  11th  Dec.  last,*  in  which  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  consumption  of  provisions,  and  of  the  confusion  from  the 
clashing  of  authorities,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Captain  General  in 
Castille  and  in  Estremadura,  independent  of  the  Captain  General  of  the 
army. 

It  is,  I  am  afraid,  but  too  true,  that  great  waste  and  confusion  are  the 
attendants  on  the  consumption  of  all  large  armies,  and  that  these  evils  aug- 
ment in  proportion  to  their  size.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of 
these  evils  to  a  very  great  degree  in  the  Spanish  armies,  which  is  to  be 
attributed  much  to  the  fact,  that  the  resources  of  the  country  are  not  fairly 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  troops,  and  much  to  the  inexperience  and 
consequent  want  of  ability  of  the  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  Ha-- 
denda  attached  to  the  armies. 

These  evils  will,  of  course,  increase  in  proportion  as  the  services  to  be 
performed  by  these  persons  will  be  increased.  It  is  obvious,  that  a  man 
who  is  not  capable  of  superintending  the  provision  for  the  consumption  of 
10,000  men,  will  not  be  capable  of  the  superintendence  of  the  provision 
for  the  consumption  of  30,000 ;  and  the  additional  assistance  which  he 
will  receive,  attended  as  it  is  by  the  necessity  for  superior  intelligence  and 

*  See  pp.  195,  210. 

Q.  O.  Letaca,  14th  Sept.  1818. 

3.  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Regency  of  Portugal  to  hif  EzcelleQcy 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  published  for  general  inrormation : 

*  We  beg  your  Bzcellency  will  be  pleased,  in  the  name  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent^ 
to  accept  and  communicate  to  the  Gmral  officers,  officers,  and  soldiers  under  your  Ex- 
cellency's conmiand,  His  Royal  Highness'  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgment  for  the 
late  brilliant  victories  which  they  have  obtained  in  the  field  of  honor,  by  the  most  heroic 
sacrifices  in  contending  for  the  independence  of  his  crown,  the  nlvation  of  the  Peninsula, 
and  the  liberty  ^  the  world.* 

4.  The  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  informed  that  Un  camp  kettles  cost  600 
rtu  each,  and  the  bags  200  rn%  each,  and  these  articles  are  to  be  charged  at  these  rates  to 
those  men  who  may  lose  them. 
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arrangement  of  all  the  parts  of  the  service,  will  only  increase  the  coo-; 
fusion. 

I  would  likewise  heg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that,  although 
the  Spanish  army  is  not  without  General  officers  cajNihle  of  commanding 
large  armies,  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Etat  Majqr  in  particular  are  ex- 
cellent; and  although  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  infantry  in  particular 
have  had  opportunities  of  showing,  and  have  shown  their  discipline  and 
spirit,  it  still  wants  many  essentials  to  constitute  an  army ;  and  that  much 
time  must  elapse,  and  the  government  must  make  itself  master  of  large 
pecuniary  resources,  before  it  can  hope  to  possess  such  a  body. 

I  confess  that  I  should  not  think  I  did  my  duty,  either  by  the  govern* 
ment  or  by  the  army,  if  I  were  to  place  a  corps  of  30,000  Spanish  troops  to 
act  alone  upon  any  particular  point.  There  is  no  tract  of  country  which 
could  be  the  seat  of  iheir  operations,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  supply 
the  various  demands  with  which  they  must  necessarily  come  upon  it  under 
existing  circumstances ;  and  the  only  mode  in  which  they  can  be  supplied 
and  rendered  useful  is,  as  at  present,  mixed  in  a  line  occupied  by  a  larger 
number  of  men. 

Thus  they  enjoy  the  resources  of  a  country  three  times  the  extent  of 
that  which  they  would  occupy  by  their  own  numbers.  It  is  not  impo6>- 
sible  to  assist  all  parts  by  the  greater  and  better  arranged  resources  of  their 
allies  in  proportion  as  assistance  may  be  required ;  and  all  parts  of  the 
extent  of  the  line  which  it  is  necessary,  or  circumstances  may  render  it 
expedient^  to  occupy,  will  be  equally  strong.  This  could  not  be  the  case 
under  the  scheme  proposed  by  your  Excellency.  I  would  besides  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  proposed  scheme  cannot 
divest  those  officers,  who  will  be  employed  to  command  the  armies  re* 
spectively  in  chief,  of  the  command  appertaining  to  the  Captain  General 
of  the  province  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  would  act,  without 

recalling  the  title  of  the  Ordenanza.    Indeed  it  would  be  highljr 

inconvenient,  and,  under  existing  circumstances,  absolutely  impossible^ 
to  carry  on  the  service  if  they  were  deprived  of  this  authority. 

If,  however,  the  government  think  proper  to  make  the  alteration  after 
this  letter  shall  have  been  laid  before  them,  I  will  proceed  to  make  it 
with  due  diligence. 

TJm  A.Q.  to  Lieut.  CoL  Bmycym^  Royal  Engineen.  I4th  StpL  1S13. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  through  my  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  and 
submit  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst,  containing 
an  application  for  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. ,  clerk  of  Ordnance  stores,  to  pro- 
ceed to  England.  In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  his  Excellency  has  considered 
it  expedient  to  decline  granting  any  indulgence  to  this  branch  of  tlie  service  tili  it 
shall  be  folly  ascertained  by  whom  and  in  what  mode  the  accounts  left  in  an 
unsettled  state  shall  be  carried  forward  and  arranged. 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  T.  Graham,  K.B.  Lenca,  15th  Sept  1818,  6  p.ii. 

I  received  this  day  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I  am  very  unwilluig  to 
allow  any  persons  to  return  to  France  without  exchange,  whatever  may  be 
tlieir  state,  as  there  is  no  instance  of  a  similar  indulgence  to  our  people  on 
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the  part  of  the  French,  excepting  one  by  Gen.  Mancune  to  a  Lieutenant 
of  the  6l8t,  for  which  he  afterwards  claimed  and  obtained  the  release  of  a 
Commissaire  des  GuerreSy  who  had  been  his  secretary. 

What  do  you  think  of  their  making  Col.  Fenwick,  and  his  Surgeon, 
sign  their  parole,  when  they  passed  Almandoz  in  July ;  the  former  being 
at  the  time  delirious,  and  supposed  to  be  on  his  death  bed  ?  and  they  now 
qlaim  him  I    There  can  be  no  generous  dealing  with  such  persons. 

Besides,  I  understand  from  M'Grigor,  that  these  estropUs^  both  officers 
and  men,  have  been  very  insolent  to  Mr.  Gunning  and  the  gentlemen 
assisting  him ;  and  I  desired  M'Grigor  to  tell  Gunning  to  let  them  know 
that  I  would  not  allow  of  such  conduct,  and  that  they  would  receive  the 
reverse  of  indulgence  if  it  should  continue. 

I  intended  to  go  over  to  San  Marcial  to  see  the  ground  again,  with  <Hie 
of  the  engineers,  before  I  should  fix  upon  what  should  be  done  there.  I 
believe  we  should  have  a  good  redoubt  on  the  left,  somewhere  near  where 
the  Spanish  camp  is,  and  one  possibly  on  the  right  of  the  same  height. 

I  saw  the  work  on  the  Pena  de  Aya  this  morning,  which  certainly 
requires  something  in  addition. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  when  the 
pontoon  train  is  likely  to  be  on  the  road  with  its  equipments. 

Au  Lieut  Qkn.  Comte  Gaian.  Au  qaartier  g£n£ral,  ce  15  Sqit  1813. 

Je  viens  d'avoir  Vhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que  votre  Excellence 
m'a  adre8s«^  le  13,  et  je  vous  remercie  de  la  lettre  de  M.  Larpent. 

M.  Payan,  Inspecteur  des  Postes  de  I'armcSe  Fran^aise,  pris  k  Vitoria, 
a  dejk  passtS  en  Angleterre,  mais  j't^cris  pour  qu'on  le  renvoie  tout  de  suite 
en  France  en  t^change  pour  M.  Jesse.  M.  Robert,  Commissaire,  est  tou- 
jours  ici,  et  vous  sera  envoyc^  en  (k^hange  pour  M.  Larpent 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  le  Chef  d'Escadron  Anthoine,  j'ai  Thonneur  de 
Vous  prevenir,  qu'ayant  (^tt$  pris  par  les  troupes  Espagnoles  de  la  division 
du  G($n.  Mina,  ce  Gt^nt^  est  en  correspondance  avec  le  Mart^chal  Due 
d'Albufera  pour  un  (^change,  que  je  crois  6tre  arrange. 

Le  Lieut.  Gt^n.  Sir  R.  Hill  a  di^k  envoy^  k  M.  le  GfSsa.  Comte  d'Erlon 
la  liste  des  officiers  Fran^ais  qui  tltaient  dans  ce  temps- Ik  toujours  ici ;  et 
j'aurai  Thonneur  d'en  envoyer  la  liste  de  m^me  k  votre  Excellence.  Je 
vous  prie  aussi  de  me  faire  passer  la  liste  des  officiers  des  arm^  allit^ 
prisonniers  de  guerre,  qui  sont  toujours  dans  I'arrondissement  de  I'armtfe. 

Si  votre  Excellence  d^irait  faire  I'^hange  de  ces  officiers  pour  des 
officiers  de  Tarmt^e  Fran^aise,  prisonniers  en  Angleterre,  plut6t  que  pour 
ceux  qui  sont  toujours  dans  TarrondiBsement  de  I'arm^,  je  peux  nipondre 
que  ceux  que  vous  nommerez  seront  renvoy^s  en  France. 

Le  Capitaine  Le  Clerc  et  le  Sous-Lieut.  La  Lamre  Louis  sont  pass^  en 
Angleterre ;  mais  je  leur  envoie  les  lettres  k  leur  adresse,  et  Pargent  qui 
a  ^t^  transmis  pour  eux. 

Th§  A.Q,  to  Major  Om.  OtwaU,  5tkdm$iom.  15th  Sept  1813L 

I  have  submitted  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst  to  the 
Marquis  of  WcUlugton)  aud  am  to  acquaint  you  his  Lordship  has  no  objection  that 
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Majur  Gen. Aovl^  go  to  Bilbao  for  any  eonyenient  time.    I  am  desired, 

however,  to  expresg,  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forcet  has  felt  coDcem  that  it 
should  be  the  intention  of  the  M»or  General  to  establish  his  fanulr  at  that  place, 
or  in  that  part  of  Spain.  Should  the  General  officers  begin  this  practice,  tihe 
example  will  soon  be  followed  hy  others  (^  inferior  rank;  and  as  it  is  certain 
the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao,  or  any  other  town,  will  not  give  up  qnartars  to  ladies 
unrequited,  very  inconvenient  discussions  must  ensue.  Should  any  raference  be 
made  to  head  quarters  on  this  subject,  his  Excellency  will  be  obliged  to  decide 
that  the  ladies  of  officers,  of  whatever  rank,  are  not  entitled  to  quartert  separate 
from  their  husbands.    However,  should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  General  to  faire 

a  house  for  Mrs. ,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  her  being  established  at  K&eo ; 

for  there  is  no  other  ground  of  objection  to  such  an  arrangement,  except  from  the 
difficulties  to  be  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  representation  of  the  inhabitants. 

Tht  A,Q.  to  J^.Gt.  (exetpi  tU  cavaky\  mmd  to  Mqfor  G*h.  Lord  Ayhter,  fir  Aw 
hrigadi.  15th  Sept  \%\Z. 

The  Commanding  officers  of  v^iments  have  in  general  been  solicitous  to  know 
whether  d^e  Proclamation  of  the  3lst  July  is  to  be  considered  as  preduding  soch 
soldiers  as  may  be  desirous  to  renew  their  engagements,  for  such  term  as  they  may 
feel  disposed  to  serve,  re-enlisting,  and  receiving  a  proportionate  bounty  in  conae- 

Juence.  On  this  subject,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the 
orces,  I  am  to  observe,  diat  as  all  soldiers  engaged  for  a  limited  period  had  it  in 
their  option  to  re-enlist  previous  to  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation,  and  tiiat  they 
are  now  compelled  to  serve  under  its  influence,  neither  hardship  can  be  felt  by  the 
individuals  so  circumstanced,  nor  injury  suffered  by  the  service.  His  Excellency 
has  therefore  decided  on  referring  the- case  to  the  Horse  Guards  for  decision,  as  on 
it  depends  the  class  of  service  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  this  armv ;  although  it  is 
hardly  to  be  doubted  the  soldiers  now  serving  under  the  Proclamation  will  be 
allowed  to  re-enlist,  and  receive  bounty  accordmgly. 

T%t  A,Q,  to  Lieui,  CoL  BouvarU,  A,A.O,,  lit  divimon.  15th  Sept  18191 

His  Excellency  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  French 
army,  pr(^osing  to  exchange  the  Judge  Advocate,  Mr.  Lar^nt,  against  M.  IIck 
bert,  Vommissaire  det  guerres.  As  no  such  person  appears  m  the  nominal  list  of 
prisoners,  which  solely  includes  officers  who  bore  arms,  I  have  to  request  you  will 
ascertain,  and  communicate  to  me,  for  my  Lord  Wellington's  information,  in  what 
manner  M.  Robert  was  disposed  o£ 
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No.  I.    (Vol.  V.    p.  682.) 


Le  gfoini  de  divinon  Gmkh  ohef  d'etat  major  da  Tannte  da  Midi,  au  Dae  de  Fdtn^ 

Miniftia  de  la  Oaem.  Se? ille^  le  6  Jain,  1812.    . 

Depuis  la  reconnaiasanoe  poaaato  par  le  g6n4nii  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  anr  Usaffre, 
le  11  Avril  dernier,  les  divisions  Anglaises  rest^  en  Estramadure  sous  lea  ordrea 
do  gto^ral  Hill  n'avaient  fait  ancun  moaTement ;  mais  dans  les  premim  jours  du 
BKNs  le  lieutenant-^n^ral  Graham  I'ayant  renforc^  par  deux  autres  diTisioos  d'in* 
ianterie,  et  une  brigade  de  caTakrie,  le  lientenant-g^^td  Hill  pardt  le  13  d*Al* 
mendralcjo  poor  ae  porter  avec  one  partie  de  son  ancien  cfxqpB  vers  le  Tage,  dana 
la  direction  d'Almaraz. 

8.  £.  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie,  commandant  en  chef  I'arm^e  da  Midi,  instnnt  de 
ce  mouvement,  donna  sur-le-champ  I'ordre  au  g^n^ral  Comte  d'Erlon,  dont  toutea 
les  troupes  ^taient  disperse  dans  les  villages  de  la  Serena,  pour  pouvoir  vivre  avec 
plus  de  facility,  de  les  r^unir  &  Castuera,  et  de  se  porter  sur  les  derri^res  du  g4sti^ 
ral  Hill,  afin  de  le  forcer  &  revenir  sur  ses  pas,  ou  de  le  compromettre,  s'il  s'obsti- 
nait  &  poursuivre  le  mouvement  qu'il  avait  commence. 

Le  g^6nl  en  chef  r^unit  en  mSme  temps,  dans  la  province  de  Cordoue,  un 
autre  corps  de  troupes  pour  soutenir  au  besoin  le  Comte  d'Erlon ;  mais  aiix  premiers 
mouvemens  aue  fit  ce  g^^nl  sur  la  gaodie  de  rennemi,  et  &  Tapparition  de  la 
cavalerie  &  Ribera  et  D<hi  Benito,  d'oii  tous  les  avant-postes  ennemis  furent  cul- 
but^  et  chass^,  le  g^6ral  HiU  arrdta  son  mouvement  et  se  replia  sur  Merida  en 
abandonnant  I'op^tion  qu'il  avait  entreprise  centre  le  fort  de  Mirabete. 

La  diversion  que  le  g^^ral  en  chef  s'^tait  propose  de  faire  en  favour  de  I'arm^ 
de  Portugal  ayant  pi^aitement  r^issi,  le  gen^  Hill  vint  r6tablir  son  quartier- 
g6ndral  k  Almendralejo ;  ses  troupes  reprirent  leurs  andennes  positions,  et  celles  de 
renforts  que  lui  avait  conduites  le  e^ikini  Graham  se  replidrent  sur  Portalegre ; 
leur  mouvement  fut  termini  le  30  A&L 

Le  g6ndral  en  dief  fit  rentrer  toutes  les  troupes  qu'il  avait  rassembl6es  pour 
s'opposer  aux  operations  du  g^ndral  Hill,  et  le  Comte  d'Erlon  ^tablit,  le  27  Mai, 
son  quartier-ff^^ral  k  Fuente  Ovejuna,  afin  d'etre  mieux  h.  mdme  de  surveiUer  les 
mouvemens  des  ennemis  en  Estramadure,  et  de  s'opposer  avec  plus  de  succte  aux 
operations  ou'ils  panussaient  vouloir  entreprendre  sur  1  Andaloiisie ;  ses  avant-postca 
rest^rent  k  Don  Benito,  sur  la  Guadiana,  d'oii  ils  communiquaient  Ir^uemment 
itvec  la  gauche  de  I'armfe  de  Portugal  k  Maguilla,  Valenda  de  las  Torres,  &c. 

No.  II.     (Vol.  V.    p.  715.) 

Le  Mar^cfaal  Dae  de  Dalmatie  aa  Due  de  Feltre,  Miniftre  de  la  Guerre.    Cel5  Jain,  1812. 

Depuis  plusieurs  jours  I'ennemi  fidsait  des  mouvemens  en  Estramadure;  lea 
^missaires  confirmaient  que  les  g6neraux  Angles  recevaient  frequemment  de  nou« 
yeaux  renforts,  et  ou'ils  se  disposaient  k  entrer  en  operations.  Pour  fixer  nos 
id^es  k  cet  6gard,  M.  le  general  de  brigade  Lallemand  re^ut  ordre  de  se  porter  en 
reconnaissance  avec  quatre  escadrons  des  17*  et  27*  regimens  de  dragons  en  avant  de 
Maguilla,  pour  ddairer  les  directions  de  Ribera  et  Los  Santos,  par  Llera  et  Usa^. 

Le  1 1  au  matin,  le  g^ndral  Lallemand  sortit  de  Maguilla,  et  se  porta  sur  V  a- 
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lenda  de  las  Torres,  d'oii  il  d^tacha  see  ^cliureurs  sor  Llera.  Us  ^talent  pr^ 
d'arriver  dans  ce  dernier  endroit,  lorsqu'ils  aper^urent  one  forte  coloane  de  carale- 
rie  Anglaise  qui  se  dirigeait  sur  Valencia.  I«  g^n^ral  Lallemand  fit  aiunt6t  des 
dispositions  pour  repasser  le  d£fil6  de  Magiiilla,  en  avant  duc^uel  il  se  trooTait ; 
mais,  preset  vivement  par  Tennemi,  il  prit  le  sage  parti  de  fiure  fiu».  Deux  de 
•es  escadrons  fiirent  d'abord  ramen6s ;  le  27*  de  dragons,  qui  ^tait  en  r^serre, 
s'avan^a  aussit6t,  enfon^a  les  escadrons  Angles,  et  &allta  le  ralliement  des  denz 
escadrons  du  17*  r6giment,  qui  vinrent  h.  leur  tour  soutenir  le  27*.  La  mel£e  dura 
plus  d'un  quart  d*heure,  et  1  ennemi  c6da  le  terrain  k  nos  deacons,  qui  le  poiimi- 
virenc  plus  d*une  lieue,  et  lui  fir^it  130  prisonniers,  dont  plusieors  officiers.  PIbb 
de  60  Anglsds  sont  rest^  sur  le  champ  de  bataille,  panni  lesqueb  3  offidetB,  dont 
I'un  parait  Stre-d'im  grade  sup^rieur. 

Le  g^n^ral  Lallemand,  apr^  avoir  fiut  ramaaser  toos  les  bless^,  les  fit  tmia- 
porter  k  Maguilla,  oil  il  sq  retiite  pour  iaire  reposer  les  hommes  et  les  chevaoz. 
Le  but  de  son  ezp<kiition  dtant  atteint,  il  rentra  le  12  au  matin  k  la  Granja,  o^  il 
reprit  sa  position ;  96  autres  prisonniers  et  3  offic^ers  furent  en  mSme  temps  dirig^ 
sur  Fuente  Ovejuna,  au  quartier  de  M.  le  Comte  d'Erlon. 

.  Notre  perte  a  ^t^  2  dragons,  3  chevaux  tu^,  et  16  Uess^  Le  27*  de  dragons 
a  eu  un  officier  tu6,  2  bless^,  10  sous-officiers  et  dragons  blesses,  on  dragon  et  un 
cbeval  pris.  L'aide  de  camp  du  g^6al  Lallemand  a  aussi  6t6  pris  dans  k  pre^ 
jni^  <£ai^. 

La  perte  de  I'ennemi  est  ^valu^  k  300  hommes,  et  an  moins  k  autant  de  cfaevaaa 
hors  oe  combat,  j  compris  150  qu'on  lui  a  pris.  Les  forpes  ^talent  le  double  des 
ndtres,  et  se  composaient  des  1'  et  3*  r^anmens  de  dragons  sous  les  ordres  do 
gdn^ral  Slade,  lequel,  sur  I'avis  de  la  mardie  do  g^^ral  Lallemand,  6tait  parti  de 
Kibera,  dans  I'espoir  de  surprendre  notre  cavalerie,  et  a?ait  manoeuyr^  de  raaniira 
It  Tengager  dans  une  embuscade  oii  il  s'6tait  pkcd  pr^  de  Llera,  mais,  dIoouTert 
par  nos  ^claireurs,  il  se  confia  k  la  superiority  de  ses  forces,  et  fut  battu. 

Cette  affiure  fait  honneur  au  gdndral  Lallemand  et  auz  17*  et  27*  r^;imeos  de 
dragons  qui  ^talent  sous  ses  ordres. 

No.  IIL    (p.  23.) 

Le  g^u^ral  de  division  Treillard  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Albacete,  oe  32  Ao6t,  1811 

Les  marches  continuelles  qu'a  faites  ma  division  depuis  Taffiure  qu'elle  a  eue  le 
1 1  de  ce  mob  avec  Pavant-garde  de  Tarm^e  Anelaise,  m'ont  empdch^  d'adresser 
plus  tdt  k  y .  £.  le  rapport  yie  j'ai  I'honneur  de  lui  printer  aujoord'hui. 

Le  10,  k  1  heure  du  matin,  je  re^us  k  Naval  Camero  I'ordre  d'aller,  avec  ma 
divinon,  occuper  les  villages  de  Majadahonda  et  de  Las  Rozas,  afin  de  m'assorer, 
par  des  reconnaissances,  si  le  corps  de  I'arm^  Anglaise,  venant  de  S^ffovie,  avait 
pass^  le  Guadarrama.  La  division  Italienne,  command^  par  le  g^^ral  ralombinif 
occupait  en  arri^  de  moi  le  village  de  Boadilla,  et  le  quartier-^n^ral  de  S.  M.  C. 
se  trouvait  k  Aloorcon.  Le  11,  avant  le  jour,  j'ordonnai  k  la  1^  brigade  de  ma 
division,  compost  du  13*  et  du  18*  de  dragons,  qui  occupait  Les  Rozas,  de  fidre 
^lairer  les  routes  de  Galapagar,  Torrelodones,  et  Colmenar,  sur  lesqnelles  die 
rencontra  Tavant  garde  de  1  armde  du  Lord  Wellington,  compost  de  3  batulloos 
d*infanterie,  5  pieces  d'artillerie,  et  1200  chevanz,  qui  descendait  les  montagnes. 

Cette  brigade  soutint  avec  fermet6  Tattaque  de  Tavant-garde  ennemie ;  je  lui 
envo^ai  I'orare  de  se  replier  sur  la  2**  brigade,  comformdment  a  celni  que 
j'avais  re9U  de  me  retirer  sur  la  division  Palombini,  dans  le  cas  oii  je  serais  attaqn^ 
par  des  forces  sup^rieures.  Get  officier-g^n^ral,  que  j'avais  pr^venn  de  mon 
mouvement,  m'envoya  de  suite  un  renfort  compost  du  r6giment  de  dr^[ons  NiqM>* 
l^n,  et  des  lanciers ;  je  fis  porter  de  suite  ceuz-ci  en  avant,  avec  les  tiFaiUeora, 
tandis  que  M.  le  g6ndral  Schiasetti,  commandant  ces  deux  corps,  envova  par  mon 
ordre  une  reconnaissance  dans  la  direction  de  I'Escurial,  pour  couvnr  mon  flanc 
gauche  pendant  ma  retraite  sur  Boadilla.  Cette  marche  retrograde  se  fit  dans  le  plus 
crand  ordre,  sous  le  feu  de  5  pi^es  d'artillerie,  et  ^  la  Vue  de  12  k  14  escadrons,  et 
de  3  k  4  bataillons  Anfflais.  La  division  prit  4  heurcs  pour  faire  une  retiaite 
d'une  lieue  et  demie,  depuis  Las  Rozas  k  lioadilla,  oil  Tcnnemi,  k  qui  je  fis  tirer 
quelques  coups  de  canon,  cessa  de  nous  suivrc.     La  division  du  g£n6rel  Palom- 
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I  bini  B*Stant  ddjk  retiree  de  Boadilla,  je  pris  position  &  un  quart  de  lieue  en  amere 

i  de  ce  village,  oil  j'attendus  de  nouveaux  ordres. 

I  A  2  heures  apr^  midi,  S.  M.  d^sirant  s'assurer  d'une  mani^re  positive  quelle 

^tait  la  force  de  Tennemi  de  ce  cdt^  du  Guadarrame,  et  connattre  le  nombre  de 
troupes  qui  se  disposait  &  suivre  cette  avant-garde,  m'enyoya  I'ordre  de  reprendre 

I  ma  posiuon  du  matin,  et  de  pousser  vivement  Tennemi  pour  lui  faire  des  prison- 

niers.     Au  recu  de  cet  ordre,  et  sans  attendre  un  renfort  d'une  brigade  d*infian- 

^  terie  et  de  6  pieces  de  canon,  qui  devaient  marcher  avec  moi,  je  partis  avec  ma 

^  division,  qui  brulait  d'impatience  de  se  mesurer  avec  les  Anglais.    J'arrivai  k 

Majadahonda,  oil  Tennemi  avait  pris,  k  un  quart  de  lieue  en  avant  du  village, 
ane  position  avantageuse,  soutenue  par  4  pieces  en  batterie :  j'ordonnai  de  suite 
de  rattaquer.  M.  le  colonel  Reizet,  commandant  la  !■*  brigade,  chargea 
It  la  tdte  au  13*  soutenu  par  le  18«  de  dragons.  Trois  pieces  furent  enlevdes  en  un 

'.  instant;   de  nombreux  escadrons  ennemis  charg^rent  avec  une  valeur  et  une 

''  opinifttret^  sans  ^gale  pour  les  reprendre ;  trois  fois  la  brigade  fut  ramende,  et  trois 

*  fois  elle  retoume  kla  charge;  accabl^  par  le  nombre,  elle  ^tait  forcde  de  se 

'  retirer,  lorsque  j'ordonnai  aux  deux  promiers  escadrons  de  la    2'*  brigade  de  . 

charger :  I'ennemi  fiit  culbut^ ;  mais,  arriv^  sur  les  hauteurs  qui  dominent  Las 
^  Rosas,  ils  7  trouv^rent  plusieurs  escadrons  r6unis,  qui  les  oblig^rent  k  une  retraite 

*  qui  nous  aurait  fait  peroro  le  fruit  de  cette  joumfe,  si  je  ne  les  avds  fait  soutenir 

*  par  la  seconde  ligne,  compost  des  22*  et  19*  de  dragons,  et   du  r6ginient  de 
dragons  Napol^n  qui  formait  ma  reserve,  &  la  t§te  il^uels  charg^rent  M.  le 

'  seneral  Schiasetti,  le  colonel  Rozat,  le  colonel  Maranessi,  M.  le  capitaine  Pitard. 

*  Cette  charge,  aussi  vigoureuse  que  faite  k  propoe,  eut  un  succ^s  complet,  et  Ten* 
f  nemi  se  retira  dans  le  plus  grand  d^rdre. 

(  :    Outre  les  3  pidces  a'artillerie  enlev^  par  la  1**  brigade,  et  que  la  2*^*  emplcha 

r  d*dtro  reprises,  de  nombreux  bagages  et  plus  de  200  chevaux  tomb^rent  au 

i  pouvmr  ae  la  division;   2  lieutenans  colonels  bless^,  avec  une  soixantune  de 

prisonnia^,  furent  ramen^  au  quartier-g6n6ral.     Un  officier  sup^eur,  et  plus  de 

t  150  Anglais  et  Portugais,  resterent  ^tendus  sur  le  champ  de  bataille;  enfin,  la 

perte  de  I'ennemi  pent  §tre  ^valude  k  700  ou  800  hommes  tu^,  prisonniers,  ou 

nors  de  combat.    Je  ne  doute  pas  que  cette  belle  affidre  n'ait  puissamment  contribud 

li  retarder  la  marche  de  I'ennemi  et  &  assurer  la  tranquillity  de  la  ndtre. 

Ce  combat  de  cavalerie  est  un  des  plus  beaux  et  des  plus  extraordinidres  qui 
aient  eu  lieu,  tant  par  la  valeur  que  par  Tacharnement  qu'on  v  moLtra  des  deux 
cdt^.  Tous  les  rumens  de  ma  division,  celui  des  dragons  Napol^n  et  les  landers, 
ont  rivalisd  de  z^e  et  d'intr^pidit6. 

Je  ne  puis  trop  faire  I'^loge  de  la  valeur,  du  sang-froid,  et  des  connaissances 

militaires  qu'a  montr6s  M.  le  colonel  Reizet,  qui,  dans  la  retraite  du  matin,  a  sou- 

'  tenu  seul,  &  la  t§te  de  la  1^  brigade  qu'il  commando,  tous  les  efforts  de  I'ennemi. 

Cet  officier,  dans  la  charge  du  soir,  a  6t6  bless^  de  trois  coups  de  sabre.    M.  le 

S^eral  Schiasetti,  et  MM.  les  colonels  Rozat,  Barb,  et  Maranessi,  se  sont  con- 
uits,  pendant  toute  Taffiure,  de  la  mani^  la  plus  brillante.    J'ai  dgalement  ii 
me  louer  des  officiers  de  mon  f  tat-major,  qui,  par  leur  z^le  et  leur  divouement^ 
I  m'ont  parfaitement  second^  dans  cette  ioum^e.    Je  joins  ici  I'dtat  des  officiers 

pour  l^uels  je  r^ame  les  bontds  de  S.  M.  I'Empereur.  Je  supplie  votre  Excel- 
lence de  Touloir  bien  appujer  ces  demandes  pr^  ae  S.  M.  C. 

No.  IV.    (p.  49.) 

ProdamatioD  du  Mar^chal  Due  de  Dalmatie.  Seville,  le  15  Adut,  1812. 

Soldats  1    Nous  cd^rons  aujourd'hui  I'anniversaire  de  la  naissance  de  S.  M. 

,  TEmpereur  et  Roi,  notre  Souverain.   Cet  anniversaire  offi*e  h.  notre  esprit  des  id^s 

I  a^^^les,  et  nous  rappelle  pos  devoirs.     Notre  Emfxereur  est  h.  I'aiitre  extrdmitd  de 

I'Europe :  il  combat  pour  obligor  nos  ennemis  k  fah^  la  paix  et  k  respectrr  dord- 

oa^ant  lee  traites  qu'ils  auront  sign^. 

Plac^  h.  cette  dnorme  distance,  S.  M.  a  jet^  les  yeux  sur  son  arm^e  du  Midi ; 
€lle  a  pr^vu  les  r^ultats,  et  pris  des  mesures  pour  nous  faire  connaltre  la  confiance 
qu'elle  met  en  nous.  Nous  aliens  mareher  pour  venger  I'^ec  ^prouv^  par  une  de 
ces  armies  dans  une  autre  partie  de  la  P^ninsule. 

Soldats,  ob^issez  k  la  voix  de  vos  chefs.  Votre  courage  surmontera  tous  les  ob* 
stacles,  et  r^sbtera  h  toutes  les  fatigues. 
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Respectez  les  peraoxines  et  les  propri^t^ :  lea  habitans  du  midi  oot  admtrd  Totze 
discipline  :  donnez  un  semblable  exemple  partout  oil  vous  porterez  vos  paa.  Lm 
jour  yiendra  ou  les  Espagnols  actueUement  armjds  contre  nous  deviendrcmt  not 
amis.  Leurs  v^ritables  mt^r§ts,  le  temps,  la  reflexion,  op6«roiit  un  salutaire  change- 
ment  dans  leurs  id^.  II  n*^t  pas  naturel  de  penser  qu'ils  puisscnt  conaenrer 
leur  amid^  pour  les  ennemis  de  leur  yropn4t6  et  de  leur  iDd^)endance. 

Aucun  ^tablissement  ne  sera  d^tniit,  pas  m€me  nos  nombreux  raagasins.  Les 
Andalous  savent  bien  comment  ils  pourront  nous  les  conserver,  et  se  rappelleront 
que  nous  reviendrons  leur  denumder  oompte  de  la  mani^  doot  ils  auroot  4i6 
Gonsenr^. 

Que  tout  ce  qui  n*est  pas  utile  pour  la  marche  ou  le  combat  disparaiase.  Les 
mouvemens  de  1  arm^e  doivent  Stre  libres  de  tout  ce  qui  serait  superBu.  U  doit 
#tre  pubU^  un  r^lement  it  ce  sujet,  ainsi  que  sur  la  discipline  et  Tordre  de  fai 
marcne.  Quiconque  manquera  sur  ces  points  sera  puni  suiTant  toute  la  rigucor 
des  lois :  une  oonmusnon  militaire  sera  ^tablie  k  cet  eSesL 

No.  V.    (p.  102.) 

Decieto  de  23  de  Setiembra  de  1813. 

Siendo  indispensable  para  la  mas  pronta  y  segura  destrucoion  del  enemigo  com- 
mun  que  baya  unidad  en  *]os  planes  y  operadones  de  los  exercitos  aliados  en  \m, 
P^insula,  y  no  pudiendo  conseguirse  tan  importante  objeto  sin  que  un  solo  gene- 
ral mande  en  g6re  todas  las  tropas  EspaSolas  de  la  misma,  las  Cortes  generates  j 
extraordinarias,  attendida  la  urgente  necesidad  de  aprovecbar  los  glorioaos  fan- 
uufos  de  las  armas  aliadas,  y  las  favorables  circunstancias  que  van  acelerando  el 
deseado  memento  de  poner  fin  k  los  males  que  ban  afligido  &  la  nacion ;  y  iqyre- 
ciendo  en  gran  manera  los  distinguidos  talentos  y  relevantes  servicios  del  Diiqae 
de  Ciudad  Kodrigo,  capitan  general  de  los  exercitos  nacionales,  ban  venido  em 
decretar,  y  decretan :  Que  durante  la  cooperacion  de  las  fuerzas  aliadas  en  la  de- 
fensa  de  la  misma  Peninsulai  se  le  confiera  el  mando  en  gefe  de  todos  eUos,  exer- 
cidiidolo  confonue  k  las  ordenanzas  generales  sin  mas  diferencia  que  bacerse, 
Gomo  respecto  del  mencionado  Duque  se  bace  por  el  presente  decreto  extensiTo 
k  todas  las  provincias  de  la  Peninsula  cuanto  proviene  el  Articulo  VI.,  titulo  I. 
tratado  VI  I.  de  ellas  debiendo  aquel  illustre  caudillo  entenderse  con  el  gobieme 
Espafiol  por  la  Secretaria  del  Despacbo  universal  de  la  Giierra.  Tendrdlo  enten- 
diao  la  Kegencia  del  Reino,  y  despondrd  lo  necesario  para  su  cumplimiento, 
haci6ndolo  imprimhr,  publicar,  y  circular.  Dado  en  Cadiz  &  22  de  Setiembre,  de 
1812.  Andres  Angel  de  la  Vega  Jnfanxon^  Presidente ;  Juan  ^ieario  QmUtgo, 
Deputado  Secrctario;  Juan  Bernardo  O.  Gavaro,  Deputado  Secretario.  A  la 
Regencia  del  Reino,  Reg.  lib.  2,  fol.  64. 

No.  VI.     (pp.  135-167.) 

BELATINO  TO  THB  SIEGE  OF  BURGOS  AMD  SUBSEQUENT  OPERATIONS. 

Le  g6i6ral  Souham  au  Dae  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre.     Briviesca,  le  3  Oct.  1813. 

Par  votre  lettre  du  6  Oct  vous  m'annoncez  que  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  venait  de 
r^unir  son  arm^e  &  Grenade  et  k  Jaen,  et  que  le  Roi  allait  se  mettre  incessamment 
en  communication  avec  ce  mar^chal  pour  marcber  de  concert  sur  Madrid.  En 
consequence  de  ces  mouvemens,  je  r^lus  de  marcber  k  la  rencontre  de  Tennemi; 
et  de  le  forcer  k  lever  le  si^e  de  Burgos.  Le  18,  toute  mon  arm^  se  mit  en 
mouvement  sur  trois  colonnes,  et  le  19  elle  occupait  les  positions  ainsi  qu'il  suit : 
la  droite  k  Teniifio,  le  centre  sur  les  bauteurs  de  Afonasterio,  et  Ul  gaocbe  It 
Villa  Escusa  la  Solana  et  Villa  Escusa  la  Sombria.  La  joum^  da  20  devait  dtre 
celle  du  combat,  lorsque  je  re9us  k  Tinstant,  k  2  beures  du  matin,  par  un  aide 
de  camp,  une  lettre  de  S.  M.  C,  qui  m'ordonne  de  ne  point  eneager  d'affiure 
g^n^rale,  et  d*attendre  que  par  ses  manoeuvres  Lord  Wellington  soit  forc^  d'^a* 
cuer  sa  position  de  Burgos ;  ainsi  il  me  faut  renoncer  k  tons  mes  projets,  et  noa 
sans  un  violent  cbagrin ;  car  je  puis  assurer  V.  E.  que  mon  arm€e  ^tait  parfaite* 
ment  dispos^e,  et  que  j'aurais  pu  combattre  Tennemi  avec  avantage.  Cependant 
Tarm^  n'a  des  vivres  que  pour  quatre  jours,  et  k  cette  ^poque,  si  Lord  Wdlingi> 
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Con  n'est  point  en  retraite,  je  serai  forc^  de  Tattaquer.  J'entrevois  moins  de  p^ril 
de  marcher  en  avant  que  de  r^trograder.  Dans  un  instant  oh  le  moral  du  soldat 
commence  k  se  raSermir,  tout  mouvement  en  arridre  produit  le  plus  mauvais  effet. 

Rapport  de  FAnn^e  de  Portugal  et  da  Nord  de  rKspagne. 

Depuis  les  demiers  ^r^emens  militaires  survenus  dans  le  nord  d'Espagne  cntre 
I'armee  de  Portugal  et  Tarm^  Anglaise,  il  ne  s'est  pass^  aucun  fait  important. 
L'armde  Fran^aise,  apr^  one  marche  habilement  combing,  qui  a  tromp^  les  calculs 
de  Tennemi,  et  dans  laquelle  on  n'a  pas  perdu  une  seule  voiture,  a  6t6  ramende 
dans  le  plus  grand  ordre  k  Valladolid,  et  de  Ik  sous  les  murs  de  Burgos.  Le 
g^^red  Clausel,  qui  commandait  provisoirement  I'armde,  a  su,  datis  le  cours  m§me 
de  cette  marche,  pourvoir  k  tous  les  besoins,  r^unir  et  conserver  toutes  les  ressources 
de  I'armde,  disputerpas  k  pas  le  terrun  k  I'ennemi,  et  lui  imposerau  point  de  roster 
maitre  de  ses  mouvemens. 

Lord  Wellington  avait  paru  un  instant  abandonner  toute  id^  d'opdrations  offen^ 
nves  devant  I'arm^  de  Portugal ;  mais  bientdt  il  reporta  de  nonveau  ses  efforts  du 
cdt6  de  Burgos.  Le  17  Sept.  I'arm^e  Anglaise  se  dirigea  sur  cette  place; 
I'arm^  de  Portugal  prit  position  k  quelques  Deues  en  arridre  de  la  yille,  laissant 
le  fort  approvisionn^  de  tout  ce  qui  ^tait  n<5cessaire  k  sa  defense,  avec  une  gamison 
suffisante  commandde  par  le  g^ndral  Dubreton. 

Le  19  I'ennemi  commen9a  ses  operations  par  I'attaque  da  Mont  S^  Michel, 
position  ddfendue  par  un  commencement  de  fortifications,  ou  plut6t  psff  quelques 
ouvrages  en  terre  non  termiuds.  Quoique  Ton  n'y  etit  laissd  qu'un  faiole  attache- 
ment,  Tennemi  dprouva  une  vigoureuse  r^istance;  il  ne  se  rendit  maitre  des 
ouvrages  au^aprte  de  longs  efforts,  et  avec  une  perte  de  plus  de  400  hommes,  taut 
tu^  que  blesses. 

L'ennemi  fit  ensuite  ses  disposidons  pour  attaquer  le  fort  m^me  de  Burgos. 
Pendant  trois  semaines,  il  a  livr^  k  ce  fort  plusieurs  assauts,  qui  ont  ^t^  constam- 
ment  repouss^ :  k  I'attaque  du  23  Sept.  il  parait  n'avoir  pes  perdu  moins  de 
2000  k  2500  hommes;  k  celle  qui  a  eu  lieu  le  11  Oct.,  les  Ecossais  du  42"  r^. 
ont  4i6  tr^maltrait^,  et  ont  perdu  beaucoup  de  monde.  Le  14  Oct.  le  fort 
oontinuait  de  se  ddfendre  arec  Tigueur. 

L'arm^  Fran^aise,  k  cette  ^poque,  ayant  re^u  les  renforts  qn'elle  attendait,  se 
pr^parait  k  reprendre  Tofienfflve,  et  k  d^gager  le  fort  de  Burgos ;  mab  avant  mime 
r arrive  de  ces  renforts,  elle  n'arait  pas  cess^  d'inqm^ter  I'ennemi,  et  de  lui  faire 
^prouver  joumellement  des  pertes  plus  ou  moins  considerables.  Le  29  Sept. 
le  general  Clausel  avait  fait  pousser  plusieurs  reconnaissances  dontle  r^sultat  m^nte 
d'etre  conuu. 

L'une  de  ces  reconnaissances  fiit  dirigde  par  le  ff^neral  Fov,  qui,  k  la  tdte  de 
la  I'*  division,  se  porta  sur  Poza,  oil  il  trouva  et  oetruisit  un  bataillon  Espa^ol. 
Le  6*  d'infanterie  l^g^,  command^  par  le  lieutenant  colonel  Frossard,  surprit  ce 
bataillon  dte  la  pointe  du  jour  au  milieu  de  la  place :  tout  ce  qui  voulut  r^sister 
fut  tue ;  le  reste,  an  nombre  de  200  hommes,  fut  fait  prisonnier. 

Le  general  Maucune,  qui  se  trouvait  k  I'avant-garde  de  rann^e  k  Briviesca, 
se  porta  avec  sa  cavalerie  l^g^re  surMonasterio ;  il  rencontra  k  Pradanos  plusieurs 
escadrons  des  chevauz-legers  de  I'armee  Andaise,  les  chargea  avec  vivacity,  et  les 
poussa  jusqu'k  Monasterio.  Le  chef  descadron  Talman,  du  1*^'  r^gt.  de 
nussards,  se  distingua  dans  cette  drconstance ;  M.  LachapeUe,  aide  de  camp 
du  e4siML  Maucune,  fit  lai-m§me  plusieurs  prisonniers,  et  eut  un  cheval  tu^ 
souslui. 

Deux  atitres  reconnaissances  furent  pouss^es  sur  Carrias  et  Villa  Franca  par 
la  8*  division  et  la  division  de  dragons ;  mais  les  troupes  Espagnoles  qui  occu- 
paient  ces  deux  points  n'attendirent  point  nos  troupes,  et  se  retir^ent  k  leur 
approche. 

Le  2  Oct  U  y  eut  un  engagement  entre  2000  Espagnols  de  Tavant-garde  de 
Tarmde  Anglaise  et  la  brigade  du  general  Gautier  auz  environs  de  Pradanos. 

A  cette  epoque,  Lord  Wellington  avait  son  quartier-general  k  Villa  Toro ;  celui 
de  Castafios  dtait  k  Quintanilla. 

L'armde  de  Portugal,  renforc^e  et  parfaitement  rdtablie,  n'attendait  plus  pour 
se  porter  en  avant  que  la  premiere  nouvelle  de  la  diversion  que  les  armies  du 
Centre  etdu  Midi,  r^unies  sous  les  ordrcs  directs  de  S.  M.C.,  deviuent  op^rer 
deleur  cdtd 
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La  d^nioii  oommence  k  se  glisser  entre  quelqucs  cheft  de  rann^  Espagnolck 
Porlier  aabandonn^  Mendizabal ;  tous  n'approuvent  pas  lea  operations  des  Anglais. 
Les  habitans  de  la  Castillo  voient  avec  peine  T^vacuation  sur  Kodrigoet  le  Portan] 
de  beaucoup  d*objet8  pris  k  Madrid,  et  I'enl^Tement  des  grains  de  toutes  les 
provinces,  pour  #tre  dirig^  par  convois  vers  le  Portugal ;  mesure  (uu  annonce  que 
les  Anglais  eux-m§mes  ne  comptent  pas  (aire  un  long  s^jour  en  JBspagne.  Xies 
AngUus  ne  paient  rien  dans  le  pays ;  lis  d^ivrent  des  bons  ou  des  re9us  poor  les 
fbumitures  qui  leur  sont  laites.  Cette  manidre  de  payer  d^plalt  fortcment  aax 
pajsans,  qui  esp^raient  mieux  de  ceux  qui  se  disent  leurs  lib^rateurs. 


Le  g^n^ntl  de  diviuon  Caffarelli  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Brivietca,  ce  21  Oct  1812. 

Depuis  hier  nous  sommes  en  presence ;  Tarmde  de  Portugal  occupe  les  hauteurs 
de  Monasterio,  et  nous  voyons  les  camps  des  ennemis. 

Les  deux  armto  de  Portugal  et  du  Nord  peuvent  dtre  en  ligne  dans  les  24 
heures.  Notre  cavalerie  est  tr^belle ;  TartiUerie,  nombreuse,  est  en  trea-bon 
etat 

Hier,  apr^midi,  nous  avons  repli^  tous  les  avant-postes  de  rennemi.  Nos 
soldats  ont  montr^  beaucoup  d'ardeur;  le  canon  a  dd  Stre  entendu  du  fort  de 
Bur^,  qui  fait  toujours  une  defense  tr^s  opini&tre,  et  qui  a  fait  ^prouver  h,  Ten- 
aemi,  d'apr^  tous  les  rapports,  une  perte  de  plus  de  4000  hommes.  On  ajoute 
que  les  ennemis  ayant  mis  en  batterie  4  pieces  de  24,  elles  ont  6i6  ausatdt  d^ 
mont^,  k  la  r^rve  d*une,  qui  mdme  ne  tire  plus ;  les  ennemis  ont  perdu  plu- 
sieurs  offiders  de  marque,  notammcnt  un  major  Lawrie,  du  79°**  r^t  (Eoossais.^ 

J'esp^  que  le  fort  sera  bientdt  d4gag6,  et  je  demanderai  alors  k  V.  £.,  en  (id 
faisant  connaitre  le  journal  du  si^ge,  une  recompense  honorable  pour  le  g^^ral 
Dubreton,  et  pour  les  offiders  et  soldats  qui  se  sont  si  vaillamment  comport^s. 

Le  g6ntel  de  divbion  Tbi^bault  au  Doc  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Vitoria,  ce  23  Oct  181 2»  ft  9  beores  da  aoir. 

Les  arrato  de  Portugal  et  du  Nord  sont  entrto  hier  k  6  heures  du  matin  ^ 
Burgos.  Vers  2  heures  du  soir,  et  apr^s  T^change  de  qudques  coups  de  canon, 
I'ennemi  a  passd  le  ravin  de  Buniel,  et  s*est  mis  en  pleine  retraite,  ce  qui  ach^ve 
dejprouver  que  les  arm6es  du  Centre  et  du  Midi  arrivent. 

Ce  mouvement  change  naturellement  toute  la  situation  du  nord  d'Espagne,  el 
le  rdle  des  armies  du  Nord  et  de  Portugal. 

Le  gin^ral  Comte  Caflarelli  au  Due  de  Fdtre,  Miniftre  de  la  Guerre. 

Burgos,ce23  0ct  1812. 

J*u  eu  rhonneur  d*annoncer  k  Y .  £.  que  nous  atteudions  d*un  moment  k  I'aotre 
le  moment  favorable  pour  marcher  en  avant,  et  d^ager  le  fortde  Bui^gos.  Le  20, 
nous  fimes  une  reconnaissance,  dont  j'ai  Thonneur  de  vous  rendre  compte. 

Le  22,  plusieurs  corps  d'infanterie  et  de  cavalerie,  parmi  lesquels  se  trouvaient 
le  16*  r6gt.  de  chasseurs  k  cheval,  les  landers  de  Berg,  et  lal^on  de  gendarmerie, 
appartenans  kTarm^  du  Nord,  ainsi  que  le  I'^r^gt.  de  hussaros  et  le  31*  r^gt  d« 
chasseurSj  fiirent  places  k  I'extr^me  droit  de  Tarmde ;  Tinfanterie  de  Tarmt'c  du 
Nord  avait  sa  tdte  k  Briviesca,  et  sa  gauche  k  Pancorbo ;  les  demi^res  troupes  de 
Portugal  n'dtaient  qu'k  une  demi-lieue  de  Briviesca.  Je  m*attendais,  d'un  instant 
k  I'autre,  que  le  g^^ral  Souham  se  d^terminerait  k  attaquer  Tarmee  Anglaise. 

Hier  matin,  k  11  heures,  nous  fiimes  instruits  qu*elle  ^tait  en  pleine  retraite. 
Nous  nous  sommes  aussitot  mis  en  mouvement.  Une  affiure  d'amdre-^u^e  a  cu 
lieu  en  avant  de  Burgos,  vers  5  heures  du  soir,  et  on  a  fait  quelques  prisonniers. 
Les  ennemis,  en  levant  le  sidge  de  Burgos,  ont  abandonnd  deux  pieces  de  6  et  un 
obusier  encloud. 

Je  sub  arrive  de  ma  personne  k  Burffos  hier  au  soir.  Je  rencontrai  en  route  un 
courrier  du  gcSndral  Souham,  chared  d'aller  annoncer  k  V.  £.  que  les  enncmia 
^taient  en  retraite.  Je  ne  me  permis  pas  de  I'arrdter  pour  dcrire  a  Y.  £.,  et  sur- 
tout  pour  lui  annoncer  la  levde  du  si^e  de  Burgos ;  j'aurais  pu  le  faire  si  son  depart 
eAt  eU  retard^. 

II  parait  que  les  ennemis  se  sont  ddterminds  k  un  mouvement  retrograde,  par 
Tarriv^  du  secours  de  Tarmde  du  Nord,  ct  par  la  nouvellc  quMls  ont  re^ue  d'un^ 
bataille  perdue  sur  le  Tage  par  le  gdniSral  Hill. 
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J*auFai8  peine  k  exprimer  k  V .  £.  toute  la  joie  que  j'u  ^prour^  k  revinr  la  par- 
nison  du  fort  de  Bur^,  et  le  brave  gdn^ral  Dubreton,  qui  j  commandait.  Je  viens 
de  parcourir  le  terrain :  chaque  pas  laisse  la  preuve  de  oe  que  peuvent  fiure  des 
troupes  bien  dirig^^  et  anim^  d'un  bon  espnt.  Tout  ce  qui  etait  ndcessaire  k 
la  d^ense  a  ^  pr^vu,  et  tout  a  6t6  employ^,  P^?^^  ^"^  '^  ordres  ont  dtd  donnds 
avec  discemement,  que  leur  execution  a  ^t^suivieavec  perseverance,  et  auechacun 
s'est  empress^  d'y  oben-  par  devoir,  par  honneur,  par  z^e,  par  attacnement  et 
devouement  k  S.  M. 

Le  general  Dubreton  et  la  gamison  du  fort  mdritent  des  recompenses ;  je  les 
sollicite  de  V.  £.  Le  journal  que  ie  vms  avoir  Thonneur  de  mettre  sous  vos  yeux, 
vous  prouvera,  Monseieneur,  combien  ont  acquis  de  titres  k  la  bienveillance  de 
S.  M.  les  officierg  et  smdats  de  cette  sarnison.  J'attends,  ce  matin,  Tarrivee  det 
deux  divisions  d'lnfanterie  et  de  rartilkrie,  et  je  vais  continuer  k  appuyer  Famiee 
de  Portugal,  jusqu'k  ce  que  je  sache  qu'elle  n'a  plus  besom  de  moi. 

Le  gto^ral  Cemte  Caflkrelli  aa  Due  de  Feltre,  Hinistie  de  la  Guerre. 

Burgoe,  ce  !I3  Oct.  1812. 

y .  £.  salt  que  le  fort  de  Bui^gos  est  construit  en  terre ;  ce  fort  vient  de  soutenir 
im  sidffe  de  35  jours ;  et  s'il  e^t  etd  attaque  avec  les  moyens  presents  par  les  r^les 
ordinaures,  ce  fort  aurait  succombd.  Let  ennemis  ont  fait  des  br^cbes  au  moyen 
de  boulets  creox ;  et  k  la  faveur  des  eboulemens  que  Texplosion  des  boulets  a  occa- 
donnds,  les  «inemis  ont  pu  tenter  5  assauts. 

Jedois  k  U  verite  de  aire  que  la  defense  a  ete  tellement  opinifttre,  qu'une  partie 
des  palissades  du  camp  retranche  a  ete  enti^remcnt  hachee  par  les  balles  k  un  pied 
et  demi  de  terre,  et  que  ce  n'est  que  par  la  bravoure  des  troupes  que  cette  partie, 
la  plus  foible  du  camp  retranche,  n'a  point  ete  enlevee  par  Tennemi  loge  sur  la  crdte 
du  glacis. 

Nota.  Des  ordres  ont  ete  donnes  par  le  general  Comte  Caf&relli  k  M.  le  chef 
de  bataillon  Pinot,  directeur  du  genie  ^  Bifgos,  pour  les  reparations  du  fort,  du 
camp  retninche,  et  du  Mont  St.  Michel. 

Le  gintoJ  G>inte  Caffarelli  an  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Cigalet,  prds  Yalladolid,  ce  30  Oct.  1812. 

J'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  rendre  compte  k  V.  E.  de  la  levee  du  siege  de  Burgos,  ct 
de  la  retraite  de  I'armee  An^laise  de  devant  cette  ville,  le  22  de  ce  mois. 

L'armee  de  Portugal  se  mit  en  devoir  de  la  poursuivre,  et  j*appuyai  son  mouvc* 
ment.  D^  la  veille,  la  cavalerie  etait  entree  en  ligne.  Le  2i3,  cette  cavalerie,  et 
deux  autres  regimens  qui  appardennent  k  Tarmee  du  Nord,  la  cavalerie  legdre  et 
les  dragons  de  Tarmee  de  Portugal,  rencontr^rent  jirte  Villodrigo  Tarri^-garde 
ennemie:  elle  fut  char^  k  fond  par  la  gendarmerie,  le  15*  de  chasseurs,  et  les 
l^iders  de  Berg :  jamais  charge  ne  fut  plus  briliante  ni  plus  deddee.  La  m§iee 
fut  terrible,  et  co^ta  k  Tennemi  plus  de  300  homines.  Par  une  iatalite  que  Ton 
ne  pent  conosvoir,  la  division  de  dragons  qui  etait  en  W^e  k  la  droite  de  ces  corps, 
et  aevait  les  soutenir,  se  porta  au  grand  trot  sur  la  droite,  et  disparut  Si  elle  les 
e\Xt  appuyes,  la  cavalerie  Anglaise  etait  detruite,  deux  bataillons  Anglais  qui 
etaient  formes  eu  carre  dans  Vulodrigo  etaient  pris,  et  Ton  assure  que  Lord  WeU 
lington  et  le  Prince  d'Orange  se  trouvaient  dans  la  carre. 

Malgre  ce  contre4emps,  notre  cavalerie  continua  k  se  battre  avec  le  plus  grand 
succ^s,  enfonfa  les  deux  lignes,  fit  des  prisonniers ;  et  lorsqu'elle  se  rallia  et  voulut 
foumir  une  seconde  charge,  Tennemi  la  refusa  et  se  retira  en  toute  h&tc.  E^le 
avidt  devant  elle  la  meilleure  cavalerie  Anelaise. 

A  la  droite,  le  I*'  de  hussards  et  le  31*  de  chasseurs  manoeuvr^rent  pour  toumer 
la  gauche  de  rennemi.  Les  difficultes  du  chemin  et  du  terrain  ne  permirent  qu'au 
premier  de  charger  le  10*  n%t  de  dragons  legers,  qu  il  fit  oes  prisonniers, 
entr*autres  le  colonel,  et  le  mit  en  fuite. 

V.  £.  jugera  de  rachamement  avec  lequel  on  s'est  battu,  lorsou'elle  apprendra 

gue  le  brave  colonel  Beteille  et  6  ofiiciers  de  la  legion  de  genoarmerie  ont  ete 
leases ;  que,  dans  le  15*  r^.  de  chasseurs,  le  colonel  et  tous  les  officiers,  excepte 
deux,  ont  recu  des  coups  de  sabre  ou  des  contusions;  et  que  les  lanciers  de 
Berg  ont  eu,  oans  leur  escadron,  plusieurs  officiers  blesses. 

J'ai  demande  les  noms  des  militaires  qui  se  sont  plus  particuli6rement  distingues : 
j*aurai  Thonneur  de  les  soumettre  k  V.  £.    Toute  Tarmee  a  donne  les  plus  grands 
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^loges  k  la  conduhe  des  troupes  de  r&nn^  du  Nord.  Je  ne  me  pennets  de  pailer 
que  de  celle  d :  le  g^^ral  en  chef  de  I'ami^  de  Portugal  fera  oonnaitre  en  d^lul 
k  V.  E.  ce  que  conceme  son  arm6e. 

Le  25,  M.  de  Toll,  chef  d'escadron  des  landers  de  Berg,  rencontra  pr^  de 
Palcnda  la  queue  d'un  convoi,  la  d^fit,  enleva  400  hommes  et  beaucoap  d*^qiii- 
paffes. 

L'ennemi,  en  se  retirant  de  Torquemada,  prit  position  derri^  le  Carrion  et  k 
Pisuerga,  et  rompit  tous  les  ponts.  11  s'est  portd  ensuite  derri^re  Cabezon,  poo- 
tion  formidable ;  a  rompu  le  pont  de  Valladolid ;  a  r^uni  ses  forces  k  Gaboon,  et  a 
fait  filer  scs  dquipa^  sur  Puente  de  Duero  et  sur  Tudela.  Les  gu^  de  la  PinMiiga 
ont  6i6  sond^.  L'lnlanterie  aurait  eu  de  Teau  iusqu'aux  ^paules.  On  a  manceim^ 
sur  Simancas  et  Tordesillas ;  et  alors  Lord  Wellington  8*est  d^id^  k  ^Tacuer  Ca- 
bezon, dont  il  a  fiiit  sauter  le  pont  hier  matin.  Je  vais  k  Valladolid,  dont  on  r^pare 
le  pont ;  celui  de  Cabezon  ezigera  du  temps,  parce  que  l*arche  aau  moins  55  pieds; 
qu  il  ne  s'y  trouve  ni  mat^riaux  ni  ouvriers. 

L'armde  de  Portugal  part  auioord'hui  pour  prendre  position  sur  le  Duero.  «rai 
da  la  suivrc  jusqu'icL  Sous  deux  ou  trois  jours,  je  me  mettnu  en  marche  poor 
rentrer  dans  le  territoire  de  Tarm^. 

Le  general  ComteSoubam  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Tordenllaf,  ee  1  Nor.  1811 

Lorsque  je  suis  arrivd  k  Tarm^  de  Portugal  pour  en  prendre  le  commandement, 
elle  occupait  des  cantonnemens  entre  la  rivedroite  de  TEbre  et  Brivieaca.  Voulant 
forcer  Tennemi  k  lever  le  si^ge  de  Bufgo»,  que  cowrrait  Tarm^  Ang^laise,  f ai 
donn^  Tordre  k  I'arm^  de  se  r^nir  pour  se  porter  en  avant.  Le  18  Oct.  elle 
s'est  miso  en  marche,  et  a  6t^  suivie  par  un  corps  d'infanterie  et  de  cavalerie  de 
Tarm^  du  Nord,  sous  les  ordres  de  M.  le  g^^ral  Caffiirelli.  Le  quartier-g6iM  a 
dtd  <5tabli  h  Briviesca.  L*avant-garde  de  Tarm^  a  occup^  les  Yulages  de  Qmnt- 
anavides  et  de  S'*  Olalla,  que  Tennenii  a  ^t^  forc^  d'^vacuer,  et  oik  on  hn  a  tut 
bon  nombre  de  prisonniers. 

Dans  la  nuit  du  18  au  19  Tennemi  a  abandonn^  Monasterio,  et  a  indioud,  par 
son  mouvement  de  retraite,  qu*il  renonce  k  Tespoir  de  pouvoir  ddfcndre  la  belle 
position  qui  domine  co  village,  et  qui  a  6tA  occu^e  imm^iatement  par  nos  troupes. 
J'ai  voulu  alors  reconnaltre  la  position  qu'avait  choisie  I'arm^  Anglaise,  et,  ea 
consequence,  le  20  au  matin  j*ai  donn6  Tordre  k  M.  le  g^n^ral  Maucune,  com- 
mandant Tavant-garde  de  Tarmdc,  de  se  porter,  avec  les  5*  et  8*  divisions,  et  one 
partie  de  la  cavalerie  14gdre,  k  Quintanapalla,  et  d'en  chasser  I'ennemi ;  ce  qui  a 
dt6  ex^ut6  sur  le  champ,  et  avec  succ^.  Ce  mouvement  a  m'ls  k  d^oouTOt 
Tarm^e  Anglaise,  qui  ^tait  cample  sur  les  hauteurs  en  arri^re  d'Olmos  et  de 
Quintanapalla.  Aprds  avoir  obscrvd  les  manoeuvres  inquires  de  ses  divisions,  fai 
fait  prendre  position  k  Tarm^e  sur  les  hauteurs  en  avant  de  Monasterio,  la  droite 
k  Temifio,  et  la  gauche  k  Fresno  de  Ribera.  L'ennemi  conniussant  alors  llmpos- 
sibilitd  de  continuer  plus  long-temns  les  efforts  infnictueux  qu*il  avait  frits  poor 
s'emparer  du  fort  de  burgos,  s'est  a6cid6  k  la  retraite,  qu'il  a  commence  k  efi^toer 
dans  la  nuit  du  21  au  22.  L'arm^  s'est  mise  surle  champ  ksa  poursmte,  la  droite 
dirig^e  sur  Villalon,  et  est  entr^  le  memo  jour  dans  Bureos.  On  a  trouv^  k  Villa- 
Toro  deux  pieces  de  canon  de  18,  que  l'ennemi  avait  ^te  forc6  d'abandonner. 

Le  28,  au  matin,  I'arm^e  a  continue  sa  marche  sur  les  traces  de  I'armde  Angbiae. 
L'avant-garde,  qui  I'avait  poursuivie  la  veille  jusqu'h  San  Mames,  ct  loi  anit 
enlev^  une  pi^  de  canon  de  8,  n'a  pas  tard6  k  la  jomdre.  La  brigade  de  cavaleiie 
1^^,  sous  les  ordres  de  M.  le  colonel  Sh6e,  s'est  pr^dpit^  sur  l'ennemi,  ct  I's 
mis  en  pleine  d^route.  Dans  cctte  ailaire  brillante,  M.  le  colonel  Sh^  a  mootr^ 
beaucoup  d'intr^piditd  et  de  sang  froid.  Une  seconde  charge,  exdcut^e  qodqoe 
temps  apr^  par  la  brigade  de  cavalerie  commandde  par  M.  le  colonel  Merlio,  a 
achevd  ae  mettre  le  d^sordrc  dans  les  rangs  ennemis.  L'arm^  Angldse,  preaa^ 
si  yivement,  a  senti  alors  la  n^cessit^  de  soutenir  la  retraite  d'une  de  aes  coIoom* 
qui  suivait  la  route  de  Castroxeriz,  ct  aui  allait  se  trouver  d^liord^.  Son  arri^r^- 
garde  a  ct6  renforc^  de  toute  sa  cavalerie,  et  elle  a  ralcnti  son  mouvement  it  la 
hauteur  de  Celada.  J*ai  donn^  de  suite  I'ordre  k  la  brigade  de  cavalerie  de  Vum(9 
du  Nord  de  se  porter  en  avant  et  de  charger  l'ennemi,  qui,  roalgr^  la  snp^rforil^ 
de  nombre,  a  ^t^  culbut^  aussitdt  qu'attaciud,  et  a  abandonn^  le  chaxnn  de 
bataille,  qu'il  a  laiss^  couvert  de  morts  et  de  blesses.    La  cavalerie  de  Tannie^i 
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Nord  s'est  couverte  de  gloire  dans  cette  journ^.  M.  le  colonel  Betetlle,  oom^ 
mandant  la  l^on  de  gendarmerie,  et  M.  le  colonel  Faverot,  commandant  lo  15^ 
de  chaiB»eiu3|  ainsi  que  le  commandant  des  landers,  se  sent  particoli^ment  dis- 
tingue Le  premier  a  ^t^  gri^vement  bless^,  et  le  second  a  re9u  plusieurs  coups 
de  sabre.  On  a  continud  de  poursuivre  vivement  Tennemi,  auquel  on  a  fait 
quelques  centaines  de  prisonniers.     La  nuit  seule  a  suspendu  nos  succ^. 

L'arm^  a  pris  position  le  soir  k  Villodrigo.  Le  lendemun,  k  la  pointe  du 
jour,  elle  s'est  remise  en  marche.  Le  grand  nombre  de  prisonniers  fkits  k  Tennemi, 
et  celui  de  ses  d^rteurs,  prouvaient  assez  que  sa  retraite  se  iaiaak  avec  une  pr^ 
eipitation  qui  entrainait  le  d^sordre.  II  a  cherch^  alors  k  arrdter  notre  marche 
>nctorieuse  par  tous  les  obstacles  que  la  nature  du  pays  pouvait  nous  printer.  Le 
pont  de  Torquemada,  ddfendu  un  instant  par  son  wrtillerie,  a  6t4  bientdt  en  notre 
pouvoir,  malg^  le  d4savantage  qu'ofirait  la  position. 

Apr^  une  canonnade  de  pen  de  dur^,  1  ennemi  a  ^t^  oblige  de  se  retirer  pr^ 
cipitamment  sur  DueSas.  L'avant-garde  Ta  poursuivi  jusqu'k  Banos.  Le  quartier- 
gen^ral  a  4t4  transfdr^  h  Magaz,  et  la  droite  de  Tarmle,  sous  les  ordres  de  M.  le 
g^ndral  F07,  a  4t6  dirig^  de  Torquemada  sur  Palenda. 

Le  25,  au  matin,  M.  le  g^n^ral  Maucune  a  poussd  une  reconnaissance  sur  la 
route  de  Duefias,  et  s'est  assure  que  Tarm^  Anglaise  occnpait  les  hauteurs  en 
avant  de  cettc  ville,  sou  fipont  convert  par  le  Carrion,  et  ayant  de  forts  d^tachemens 
charges  de  ddfendre  Tapproche  des  ponts  de  San  Isidro  et  de  Villa  Muriel.  M. 
le  g^ndral  Maucune  a  fait  attaquer  vivcment  la  t@te  du  pont  de  Villa  Muriel  par 
la  5*  division.  L'ennemi  a  6t6  culbut^  et  rejet^  en  un  instant  de  Tautre  c6t6  ck 
la  rividre.  D^jlt  nos  troupes  s'^an9aient  sur  le  pont,  lorsque  I'explosion  d'un 
foumeaude  mines,  qui  y  avait  6t4  pr^pard,  a  renverw  une  des  arches,  et  a  arr^t^  la 
marche  de  la  colonne  qui  allait  s'en  emparer.  J'ai  senti  la  n^cessit^  de  forcer 
promptcment  Tcnnemi  k  ^vacuer  le  pont  de  San  Isidro,  qui  ^tait  ^ralement  min^, 
et  j'ai  donnd  Tordre  de  passer  la  Pisuerga  au  pont  au-dessous  de  Hafios  ;  mais  ce 
pont  a  saut^  au  moment  oil  ce  mouvement  allait  s*ex^cuter.  Cependant,  le  four- 
neau  n'ajrant  pas  produit  enti^rement  son  effet,  la  portion  de  Tarcne  qui  n*avait  pas 
it6  ddtruite  a  donnd  le  moyen  de  faire  passer  de  suite,  sur  la  rive  gauche,  quelques 
escadrons  de  dragons,  qui  ont  poursuivi  vivement  Tinfanterie  Anglaise  charge 
de  la  garde  du  pont,  et  qui,  quoique  soutenue  par  la  cavalerie,  a  6i6  envelopp^  et 
&ite  prisonni^re.  L'ennemi,  s'apercevant  que  nous  ^tions  maltres  de  la  rive  gauche 
de  la  Pisuerga,  s'est  empress^  d  acc^^rer  sa  retraite,  et  a  fait  sauter  le  pont  de 
San  Isidro,  situd  sur  la  mnde  route  de  Torquemada  h.  Duefias. 

On  s'est  occupy  de  smie  de  la  reparation  aes  ponts.  Ces  travaux  ont  4i4  pro- 
t^g^  par  la  5*  division  et  par  Tartillerie  plac^  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Carrion,  qui 
foudroyait  les  masses  ennemies,  qui  avaient  perdu  dans  cette  joum^  1000  hommes, 
tant  tu^,  que  bless^,  ou  prisonniers. 

Pendant  que  Ton  forfeit  ainsi  Tarm^  Anglaise  k  abandonner  honteusement  la 
belle  position  de  Duenas,  la  droite  de  I'arm^,  command^  par  M.  le  g^^ral  Foy, 
s'empanut  de  Palencia.  L'ennemi  a  6x4  repoussd  avec  une  telle  vigueur  par  la  1*~ 
division,  que,  dans  sa  fuite,  il  a  ^t^  forc4  a'abandonner  le  pont  de  Palencia  sans 
avoir  eu  le  temps  de  le  ddtruire,  malgrd  les  p^paratifs  qui  avaient  ^t^  faits. 

Forc^  sur  tous  les  points,  Tarri^re-garde  de  l^rm^  ennemie  s'est  retir6e  pendant 
la  nuit ;  et  le  26,  les  ponts  ^tant  rdptu^,  I'arm^  Fran9aise  a  continue  sa  marche. 
Le  quartier  g^^ral  a  4x4  4tMi  k  Duefias. 

Le  27,  au  matin,  j'ai  reconnu  la  position  occup4e  par  l'ennemi  k  Cabezon,  oti 
la  Pisuerga  le  sdparait  encore  de  nous ;  et  pour  rendre  inutiles  ses  dispositions,  j'ai 
donn^  I'ordre  k  I'ann^  de  se  diri^  sur  Yalladolid  et  Simancas,  par  la  rive  droite 
de  la  Pisuerga,  en  laissant  toutefois  les  5*  et  6*  divisions  vis4i.vis  Cabezon  pour 
observer  les  mouvemens  de  l'ennemi.  La  droite  de  I'arm^  a  occupy  Zamtan ; 
les  3*  et  4*  divisions  se  sent  port^  en  avant  de  Cigales,  pr^  du  gu4  de  la  Pisueiga ; 
le  reste  de  Tarm^  k  Ci^es.  Le  28,  M.  le  gdn^ral  Foy  s'est  empar^  de  Simancas, 
et  est  entr^  dans  Tordesillas  le  29.  Le  pont  de  Simancas  sur  la  risuersa,  et  celui 
de  Tordesillas  sur  le  Duero,  avaient  ^t^  rompus  k  I'approche  des  troupes  rran^aises. 
La  t^te  du  pont  de  Tordesillas  ^tait  encore  occup^  par  les  Anglais ;  il  fiJlait  les 
chasser  de  cette  position  pour  pouvoir  r^perer  la  coumire  avec  cileriti^.  Soixante 
brayes  de  la  1**  mvision  et  quelques  sapeura,  ayant  k  leur  t§te  le  capitaine  Ckdngret, 
du  6*  l^r,  se  jettent  k  la  nagc,  le  sabre  anz  dents,  et  parviennent  k  I'autre  rive, 
malgr^  le  feu  tr^vif  de  l'ennemi,  qui,  surpris  d'une  action  si  bardie,  fuit  dpou- 
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▼ant6,  laiiBant  auelques  prisonniera  en  notre  pouvoir.    Cette  entrepriae  nous  a 
rendus  maltres  ae  la  t^te  du  pont 

L'ennemi,  inform^  de  la  marche  de  rarm^  siur  le  Duero,  a  seQti  combien  il 
devenait  dangereuz  pour  ltd  de  rester  plus  long-tempa  but  la  me  drotte  de  ce 
fleave,  et  s'est  h&t^,  pendant  qu'il  en  mit  encore  temps,  d'abandonner  sea  posi- 
tions. II  a  continue  sa  retraite  lo  29,  apr^  avoir  fait  sauter  succesrivement  lea 
deux  ponts  de  Cabczon  et  de  Valladolid.  L'arm^  Fran^use  est  entr^  le  29 
dans  Valladolid,  et  le  quartier  g^n^ral  est  arrivd  le  30  k  Tordedllas. 

La  perte  de  Tennemi,  dans  ces  diff($rens  combats,  est  de  2000  prisoiuiien,  foua 
Anglais  et  Fortugais,  et  en  grande  partie  de  cayalerie.  Dans  oe  nombre  on  compte 
un  colonel,  un  major,  deux  lieutenans  colonels,  et  25  offiders.  L'arm^  Anglawe 
a  perdu  600  chevaux.  Sa  perte,  en  tuds  et  bless^,  pent  Stre  dvalu^,  sans  ez- 
ae^ratiftn,  k  2500  hommes.  Le  g^dral  Espagnol  Alava  a  4t6  bleasd  dangereuae- 
ment.    Notre  perte  est  de  800  hommes  tu^  ou  blesses. 

Je  dois  k  M.  le  g^dral  de  division  Clausel  les  ^oges  les  plus  m6rit^  sur  le  bon 
tot  de  Tarm^,  dont  il  m'a  remis  le  commandement  Ce  general,  quoiaue  malade 
encore  par  suite  de  ses  blessures,  a  rendu  les  plus  grands  services  par  la  coonais- 
sance  parfaite  qu'il  avait  du  pays,  et  nous  adonnd  de  grands  avantages  sur  rennemL 
M.  le  gdndral  Comte  Cafihrelli  a  dgalement  montrd  la  meilleure  volont^  de  ae- 
courir  I'arm^  de  Portugal,  dans  les  cas  oh  eUe  en  aurait  eu  besoin ;  sa  oivalerie 
s'est  couverte  de  gloire  <kns  la  charge  qu'elle  a  fiute  sur  la  cavalerie  ennemie.  M. 
le  g^dral  Baron  de  Lamartini^re  a  mis  dans  ces  diff^rentes  affiiires  tout  le  z^  et 
Tactivitd  dont  il  est  capaUe ;  c'est  un  tr^bon  officier,  qui  m^te  lea  bontds  de 
S.  M.  TEmpereur. 

M.  le  gdndral  de  division  Maucune,  dans  toutes  les  afiaires  qa*il  a  eoes,  a  sn  in- 
spirer  aux  troupes  qu'il  commando  Tardeur  et  le  ddvouement  dont  il  a  d^j4  donn^ 
tant  de  preuves. 

L'artillerie,  sous  les  ordres  de  M.  le  g^dral  Tirlet,  a  servi  avec  une  grande 
distinction,  et  a  fait  beauooup  de  mal  k  I'ennemi.  En  g^dnU,  toutes  les  troupes 
8c  8ont  tr^bien  conduites. 

V.  E.  remarquera  que  Lord  Wellington,  dans  sa  retraite  de  Burgos,  a  fiut  des 
joum^  trois  fois  plus  fortes  que  ne  les  faisait  I'arm^  de  Portugal,  lors  de  sa 
retnute  de  Salamanoue  sur  cette  premiere  ville.  La  vdritd  est  que  les  Anglais 
n'ont  jamais  couchd  oans  la  position  qui  leur  dtait  indiqu^  dans  leur  marche.  Us 
ont  tomours  6t6  forces  dans  leurs  positions,  et  oblig^  d'aller  coucher  trois  oa 
quatre  lieues  plus  loin. 

II  rdsulte,  ae  I'aveu  m$me  des  Anglais,  qu'ils  ont  eu,  pendant  la  dur^  da  a^e 
de  Burgos,  2500  hommes  hors  de  combat ;  ce  qui  fait  monter  la  perte  totale  de 
Tarmde  Anglaise,  dans  Texp^tion  qu'elle  a  faite  sur  Bui^gos,  k  7000  hommes  et 
600  chevaux. 

Ci-joint  le  rapport  particulier  des  offiders  qui  se  sont  particuli^rement  distingo^ 
dans  les  diff^rens  comoats  qui  ont  eu  lieu  pendant  la  marche  de  I'armde,  jnsqa'k 
son  arrivde  sur  le  Duero. 

Je  demande,  tout  partibuli6rement,  le  grade  de  ^dndral'  de  brigade  poor  M.  le 
colonel  Sh^,  et  la  croix  de  la  l^on  pour  le  capitame  du  g^o  Huz,  attache  k  ma 
division,  et  pour  M.  le  capitaine  Dumas,  mon  aide  de  camp. 

Le  Mar^chal  Jourdan  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Minittre  de  la  Goerre. 

Madrid,  ce  3  Nov.  1813. 

Le  Hoi  est  parti  de  Cuenca  le  26,  et  a  port€  son  quartier  g^^ral  k  Horajada : 
la  t^te  de  Tarm^  du  Centre  est  arrive  le  mSme  jour  k  Tarancon. 

Le  27,  S.  M.  est  arrive  k  Tarancon :  on  a  pouss^  des  reconnaissanoea  aur 
Fuentiduefia,  qui  ^tait  encore  occupy  par  les  troupes  Anglaiaes;  le  pent  de 
bateaux  avait  6t6  retire  sur  la  rive  droite  du  Tage. 

M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  ^tait  arriv^  le  25  k  S*'  Cruz  de  la  Zana;  ce  m§me 
jour  la  reserve  de  cavalerie  de  I'arm^  du  Midi,  comihand^  par  le  g^ntel  Tilly, 
^tait  k  Villalobos.  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  lui  ordonnade  poittser  une  tr^  forte  re- 
connaissance sur  Ocafia ;  le  gdn^ral  Bonnemain  en  eut  le  commandement.  II  trouva 
k  Ocafia  17  escadrons  Anglus  et  Portugais,  commandos  par  le  g^^ral  Long,  qui 
ne  voulut  pes  accepter  le  combat,  et  qui  se  replia  sur  Aranjuez.  Le  g^ndral  Bon- 
nemain le  poursuivit  jusqu'k  une  lieue  au-detk  d'Ocana ;  il  atteignit  son  arri^re- 
garde,  lui  sabra  one  trentaine  d'hommes,  ct  lui  Ct  20  prisonniers ;  il  ramcna  anssi 
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I  ao  cheTsnx.    M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  porta  son  quartier-g^dral  le  26  &  Ocafia, 

d*oti  il  envoyaune  reoomudaBance  sor  Aranjuez.     L  ennemi  avait  evacud  cette  ville, 

I  foit  sauter  le  pont  de  la  Rejna,  et  briila  celui  qui  est  pr^  du  palais ;  on  vit  dans 

i  le  pare,  sur  la  rive  droite,  des  corps  de  cavalerie  et  d*infantene.     M.  le  Due  de 

I  DflJmatie  fit  commenoerde  suite  les  pr^paratifs  pour  r^tablir  les  ponts.     Les  eaux 

I  du  Tage  ^taient  fort  6ie\ies ;  les  gu&  nMtaientJ»s  praticables. 

t  Le  28  S.  M.  se  porta,  avec  sa  rtenre,  k  S^  Cruz  de  la  Zarza.     Ce  mdme 

jour,  les  troupes  de  1  arm^  du  Centre,  qui  marchaient  sur  le  Tage  pour  reoonnaitre 

I  la  force  et  la  position  de  Tennemi,  trouv^nt  qu*il   avait  ^vacu^  Fuentiduefia. 

I  Les  barques  du  pont  ^taient  sur  la  rive  droite,  sans  cependant  Stre  endommag^ ; 

I  les  poutrelles  et  les  cftbles  avaient  6t6  coup^,  et  les  madriers  enlevds.     Un 

I  offider  de  sapeurs  passa  le  fleuve  a  la  nage :  son  exemple  fut  suivi  par  quelques 

y  soldats ;  les  barques  furent  replace,  et  on  s*occupa  de  suite  du  r^tablissement  du 

pont 

Le  29,  le  Boi  porta  son  quartier  g^n^ral  k  Oca&u  Ce  mdme  jour,  les  troupes 
ennemies,  qui  etaient  rest^  dans  le  pare  d'Aranjuez,  sur  la  rive  droite  du  Tage, 
se  retir^rent  derri^re  le  Jarama ;  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  seporta  ^  Aranjuez. 

Le  30,  les  ponts  fiirent  enti^ment  r^tablis  k  Aranjuez  et  k  Fuentiduena.  Les  rap- 
ports annon9aient  que  I'ennemi  conoentrait  ses  forces  sur  la  rive  droite  du  Jarama, 
et  qu'il  panussait  vouloir  d^endre  cette  position,  qui  est  eztr^mement  forte.  M.  le 
mardchal  Due  de  Dalmatie  fit  ce  jour-lk  une  reconnaissance ;  il  trouva  Tennemi 
retranchd  sur  le  pont  de  Jarama,  dit  Puente  Larga :  apr^  quel(^ues  volto  de 
canon  Tennemi  retira  son  artiUerie,  et  mit  le  feu  k  deux  mines  qui  firent  sauter 
une  arche  dupont.  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  fit  alors  cesser  la  fusillade,  qui  ^tait 
sans  objet  Notre  perte  a  ^t^  dans  ce  combat  d'environ  25  bless^,  permi  les- 
'  quels  se  trouve  un  offider  de  vdtigeurs :  celle  de  Tennemi  a  ^  beaucoup  plus 

'  considerable ;  il  a  eu  plusieurs  hoinmes  tuds  sur  le  pont. 

M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  pensait  toujours  que  Tennemi  avait  le  projet  de  rec&- 
^  Toir  bataille  dans  la  position  oui  domine  le  Jarama ;  et  comroe  cette  position  est 

'  v^tablement  inattaquable  de  rront,  il  fallait  manoeuvrer  pour  forcer  Vennemi  k 

Tabandonner. 
'  Le  31,  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  apprit  et  annon9a  il  S.  M.  (jue  I'ennemi  avait 

'  abandonn^  le  Puente  Larga.    On  r^tablit  ce  pont,  et,  le  mSme  jour,  Tavant^garde 

'  de  Tarm^  du  Midi  se  porta  jusqu'k  Valdemoro,  et  ramassa  environ  800  prisonniers. 

Les  divisions  de  cette  armde  se  mirent  en  marehe,  dans  la  nuit  du  31,  des  divers 
>  points  qu*elles  oocupaient,  et  yinrent  passer  le  Tage  k  Aranjuez ;  eUes  ddfil^rent 

pendant  toute  la  joum^  du  I*'  Nov.  et  pendant  la  nuit :  I'arm^  n*eut  entitement 
i  pass^  le  Tage  que  le  2  Nov.  k  6  heures  du  matin. 

t  '  Le  Boi  se  porta  le  31  k  Aranjuez,  et  ordonna  k  M.  le  Comte  d'Erlon  de  mardier 

I  sur  ce  point,  pour  suivre  le  mouvement  de  Tarmde  du  Midi. 

Le  1  Nov.,  les  avant-postes  de  Tarm^  du  Midi  arriv^rent  pr^s  de  Madrid ; 
\  cette  ville  ^tait  ^vacu^,  et  Tennemi  fsusait  sa  retraite  par  le  Puerto  de  Gua- 

I  darrama. 

Le  2, 1'arm^  du  Midi  s'est  r^unie  aux  environs  de  Madrid ;  Tavant-garde  s^est 
I  port^  sur  TEscurial,  et  a  continue  a  ramasaer  des  prisonniers.    Ce  m€me  jour, 

la  division  du  g^^ral  Villatte  est  entr^  k  Bladrid,  et  S.  M.  y  est  arriv^  avec  sa 
garde.     L'arm^  du  Centre  a  d^l^  sur  le  pont  d'Arai^juez. 

Aiyourd'hui  3,  les  troupes  de  Tarm^  du  Midi  ont  march^  dans  la  duection  de 

TEscurial  et  du  Guadarrama;  Tavant-garde  doit  ^tre  port^  au-delkdes  montagnes. 

I  L'arm^  du  Centre  est  arriv6e  aux  environs  de  Madrid ;  la  division  du  g&^ral 

i  Darmagnac  a  remplao6,  dans  Madrid,  celle  du  g^ndral  Villatte,  ^ui  a  suivi  le 

mouvement  de  Tarmde  du  Midi.    L'infanterie  de  la  garde  royale  vient  de  partir 

f  pour  aller  coucher  k  las  Rozas ;  eUe  arrivera  demain  k  Guadamma,  et  le  Koi  la 

rejoindra  avec  la  cavalerie.    L'intention  de  S.  M.  est  de  suivre  Tennemi  avec 

Tarm^  du  Midi,  et  de  se  mettre  en  communication  avec  I'ann^  de  Portugal. 

I  L*arm^  du  Centre  se  tiendra  r^nie  k  Madrid  et  aux  environs,  et  sera  pr§te  k 

I  venir  joindre  le  Boi,  si  Lord  WeUington  concentre  toutes  ses  forces  pour  livrer 

bataille. 

t 

,  Rapport  du  Clitf  de  rEtat-major  Gte^ral  le  g4n€ral  Baron  de  la  Martinidre,  sur  let 

i  marchee  et  let  op^rationt  de  1  Arm^  de  Portugal  %ntre  TEbre  et  le  Duero,  depuU  le  17 

^  jt]ffqu*aa  31  Oct  1812.                                                       Tordetillat,  le  4  Nov.  1812. 

\  L'arm^  de  Portugal,  apr^  avoir  pass^  sur  la  rive  droite  de  VEbre  et  dans  la 
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Ttll^de  Tiron  aseez  de  tempt  pour  se  remettre  de  aes  fatigues,  inoorporer  dem  rea- 
forts  envoy^s  de  France,  et  former  un  approvisiomiemeQt  de  vivres,  a'esl  ^hranl^ 
de  tous  ses  cantonnemens,  le  17  Oct.,  dans  Tobjet  de  fairc  lever  le  si^^  du  ^^t^'^w 
de  Borgoe,  entrepris  depuis  le  17  Sept,  et  de  revenir  prendre  posttioii  sur  le 
Duero.  M.  le  general  Uomte  de  Camrelli,  commandant  en  dief  de  I'ann^  dm 
Nord  d'Espaffne,  a  voulu  avoir  part  k  ses  operations,  en  marchant  lui-m^me  k  la 
tdte  de  deux  divisions  de  cette  arm^,  Tune  de  la  Garde  Imp^riale,  commands  par 
le  g^^ral  Dumoustier,  Tautre  aux  ordres  du  g<^4ral  Vandermaesan,  et  d'lme  bri- 
gade de  cavalerie,  compost  d*un  escadron  de  landers  de  Bei^,  trob  eecadmos  de 
gendarmerie,  et  trois  du  15*  r^fft.  de  chasseurs  k  cfaevaL 

Le  quartier  g^^ral  fut  tran^dr^,  le  17,  de  Panoorbo  k  Briviesca;  le  18,  ravmnt- 
ffarde,  command^  par  M.  le  e4si4nX  de  division  fiaron  de  Mauome,  et  oompoe^ 
des  5',  8*  divisions,  et  de  celle  de  cavalerie  l^re,  oocupa  Castil  de  Peones, 
Quintanavides,  et  S**  Olalla,  d*oii  les  avant-postes  furent  rejet^  sur  Monasterio^ 
avec  perte  de  30  hommes  du  corps  de  Brunswick  et  un  officier,  &it8  pfiaooniers. 

Le  19,  16  compaffuies  d*§lite  et  800  cbevauz,  commands  par  le  g^^n^ral 
Gauthier,  d^og^nt  rennemi  de  Monasterio ;  les  l'*et  7*  divisions  et  une  brigrade 
de  cavalerie  se  port^rent  de  la  droite  k  Robredo  et  Temifio;  les  3*  et  4*  divtaoss 
et  celle  de  dragons,  venant  de  la  vall^  de  Tiron,  prirent  position  k  S**  Maria, 
Piedrahita,  et  Villa  Escusa.  Le  eros  de  Tarmde  avan^a  par  la  vall^  de  I'Oca ;  le 
quartier  g^dral  s'dtablit  a  Castil  de  Peones. 

Le  20,  an  matin,  Tavant-garde  ddboucha  de  Monasterio ;  le  g6i6ral  Maoome 
avait  ordre  de  reconnaltre  les  forces  qtn  coavraient  le  si^  de  Burgos :  il  eolevm, 
avec  beaucoup  d^dlan,  le  village  de  QnintanapaUa,  fit  conteiur,  par  un  corps  d*ob- 
servation  et  de  tirailleurs,  les  forces  qui  occupaient  £1  Olmos,  et  aUa  inndter,  de 
tr^  pr^,  le  camp  ennemi,  <^ui  prit  les  armes.  L'ennemi  perdit  du  monde  dans 
cette  reconnaissance ;  nous  Im  fimes  des  prisonniera.  II  ne  nous  tua  que  8  homoMBy 
et  en  blessa  67. 

Le  gdn^ral  en  chef  fusait  des  dispositions,  le  21,  pour  s'emparer  du  plateau  d'El 
Olmos,  couronnd  par  une  division  trop  d^tachee  de  son  camp  pour  §tre  sooieoue  ; 
mus  Tarmde  Anglaise  ddcampa  pendant  la  nuit  du  21  au  22.  Le  gdndral  Bfanome 
se  mit  sur  sa  trace,  traversa  Bui^gos,  en  ramassant  des  tralnards  et  des  d^aertevs, 
poussa  une  reconnaissance  sur  la  route  de  Lerma,  oii  fut  prise  une  pi^oe  de  8,  et 
continua  k  marcher  sur  celle  de  Valladolid.  II  y  rencontra  rarri^re-giude  ^memie. 
Ces  escadrons  furent  charg^,  rompus  h  plusieurs  reprises,  et  riijetS  sur  Tamames 
par  notre  cavalerie  l^^re,  qui  leur  pnt  une  trentaine  d'hommes.  Le  g4a^6nl 
Foy,  qui  se  dirigcait,  avec  les  l"*  et  7*  divisions,  sur  Villalon,  fit  une  oentaine  de 
prisonnicrs ;  deux  pi^s  de  canon  de  18,  20  voitures  d'artilWie  bri«to,  ot  une 
oentaine  d*autres  furent  abandonn^s. 

Ainsi  fut  Icvd  le  si^  du  (thiteau  de  Burgos,  apr^  36  jours  d'investissement,  cinq 
assauts,  et  une  d^ense  aussi  bien  entendue  qu'intir^pide,  qui  oouvre  de  gloire  le  g^ 
ndral  Dubreton.  Les  Anglais  avouent  que  3000  hoinmes  de  leors  meilleures  troopea 
y  ont  4t4  mis  hors  de  combat.  Lord  Wellington  regrettera  d'y  avoir  perdu  on 
temps  pr^eux  et  les  fruits  qu'il  avmt  pu  recueiller  de  sa  victoire  des  Araf^les. 

L'arm^,  rdunie  le  22  entre  Burgos  et  Tamames,  maroha  le  23  sur  dens 
colonnes.  L'arri^-garde  ennemie  fut  rencontr^  en  position  sur  le  rio  Hormaxa, 
couverte  par  de  rartillerie  et  une  nombreuse  cavalerie.  Le  colonel  Sb^  eut  oidre 
de  charter  k  la  tdte  de  sa  brigade,  compost  des  18*  et  14*  r^m^is  de  chaaseurs 
k  cheval.  Quoi<|u*inf6rieur  en  nombre,  il  le  fit  avec  aodace ;  il  p^ntea  joaqu'aox 
masses  d*infantene,  pr^  de  Celados,  et  presque  jusqu'k  leur  canon.  Le  g^atel 
Maucune  chargeait  lui-m6me.  Deux  fois  de  suite  la  cavalerie  Anglaise  reviat  aa 
combat,  et  deux  autres  fois  elle  fut  enfbnc^,  ayant  beaucoup  d'homows  ta^  et 
bloss^,  ct  nous  laissant  62  prisonniers  des  dievaox-l^g^s.  Le  nujor  Latoor- 
Foissac,  commandant  le  14*,  so  distingua. 

A  midi,  toute  notre  cavalerie,  dont  la  miyeure  partie  n*avait  pu  jusqu'alors  d^ 
boucher  )k  la  tdte  de  I'arm^,  eut  ordre  de  passer  k  ravant-garde.  La  ^BvinoQ  da 
cavalerie  l^dre,  command^  par  M.  le  g^^ral  Curto,  ayant  4ii6  dirig<^  sar  k 
droite,  au  pied  des  hauteurs,  le  colonel  Merlin,  du  I*'  de  hussards,  quoique  entravi^ 
par  un  terrain  difficile,  quoique  infi^eur  en  nombre,  et  n'ayant  pu  d^ployer  qae 
des  pelotons,  tomba  sur  le  16*  r^ment  de  chevaux-l^rs  Anglais,  et  Im  enleva 
33  hommes,  dont  le  colonel  et^ofiiders  subaltemes;  le  coImcI  Ritprisparle 
brigadier  Decroix,  du  I*'  de  hussards.  Les  escadrons  de  reserve,  et  oeux  d^  d^ 
faits,  ayant  voulu  revenir  au  combat,  il  y  eut  sur  ce  point  5  autres  charges,  oh  le 
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t  colonel  Sh^  et  le  mi^r  Latour-Foissac  mdrit^nt  de  nouvetuz  ^loges.     On  y  fit 

I  100  prisonniera,  et  Tennemi  y  6proura  une  perte  double  en  tuds  et  bless^.     Noub 

I  y  efimes  82  bless^,  dont  10  officien,  et  pas  on  seul  homme  tud  ou  pris. 

I  Vers  les  3  heures  aprte  midi,  on  continuait  It  serrer  Tennemi  de  trds  pr^  dans 

I  8a  retraite.    La  brigade  auxiliaire  de  cavalerie  de  Tarmde  du  Nord  fut  mise  en 

I  premiere  ligne ;  elle  marehait  k  gauche  de  la  route.     Elle  fiit  oblig^,  par  un  ob- 

I  stacle,  k  venir  chercher  passage  sur  la  chauss^,  entre  Villazopeque  et  Villodrigo. 

[  A  peine  les  trois  premiers  escadrons,  dont  un  de  landers  de  Berg,  dtaient  form^ 

I  au-delk  du  d4M4,  que  ddjk,  sous  le  feu  de  canon,  k  distance  de  60  toises,  elle  se 

trouva  k  150  pas  de  neuf  escadrons,  dont  trois  en  premiere,  six  en  seconde  ligne, 

^  venaient  k  elle  au  trot;  elle  ^tait  adoss^  k  un  ruisseau.     Dans  cette  situation 

,  critique,  le  colonel  Faverot,  du  15*  de  chasseurs  k  cheval,  s'^lance  au  galop  au- 

devant  de  la  charge  dont  il  est  menace ;  on  se  mdle,  on  combat  corps  k  corps  avec 

^  achamement  pendant  7  k  8  minutes :  les  escadrons  Anfflab  Aiient ;  leur  seconde 

ligne  s'alarme,  mais  alors  le  colonel  Beteille  venait  de  d^boucfaer  k  la  t^te  de  la 

l^on  de  gendarmerie ;  11  se  jette  sur  son  flanc  droit,  la  d^fait,  et  la  chasse  jusqu'k 

Villodrigo,  sous  la  protection  de  Tinfanterie.     Cet  engagement  brillant,  oil  sept 

'  escadrons  Fran9ais  ont  crois^  le  sabre  contre  neuf  escadrons  Anglais,  coOta  k  Tcn- 

nemi  environ  300  hommes  mis  hors  de  combat,  dont  67  prisonniers,  parmi  lesquels 

2  officiers  sup^rieurs,  5  officiers  subaltemes,  plus  de  40  chevauz  ;  nous  y  avons  eu 

5  hommes  tuds,  95  bless^,  dont  5  ont  416  pris.    Le  brave  colonel  Beteille  y  a  re9u 

plusieurs  blessures  graves,  (jui  donnent  des  inquietudes  pour  ses  jours.     Le  colonel 

Faverot  a  4t6  atteint  de  trois  coups  de  sabre,  dont  aucun  n'est  dangereuz.     Tous 

les  officiers  de  son  regiment,  deux  ezceptds,  ont  cu  des  blessures  ou  des  con-  < 

tusions. 

Cette  joum^  donna  un  rdsuhat  de  500  prisonniers ;  elle  se  termina  par  une  charge 
de  la  division  de  dragons,  devant  laquelle  U  cavalerie  ennemie  plia  encore  avec 
perte,  et  oil  le  miyor  Dumolard,  commandant  le  25*  de  dragons,  fut  gridvement 
oless^ :  deux  carrdi  d*infiuiterie  arr#t^rent  Tefiet  qu*elle  pouvait  avoir. 

L'arm^  venait  de  faire  huit  lieues  de  pays,  son  avant-garde  manoBUvrant,  et  la 
cavalerie  combattant  toujours ;  elle  passa  la  nuit  k  Villodrigo. 

On  doit  de  mnds  ^oges  au  general  Maucune  pour  son  activity  et  sa  valeur  sur 
le  champ  de  oataille ;  ses  dispositions  iurent  toutes  d*un  offider-g^^nU  ezp^- 
rimente. 

L'arm^  continua  k  marcher  le  24,  dds  la  pointe  du  jour :  Tarrivde  rapide  de 
Tavant-earde  interrompit  les  travaux  commences  k  Quintana  ael  Puente  pour  en 
roropre le  pont,  et  ne  donna  pas  le  temps  k  Tennemi  d'en  entreprendre  k  celui  de 
Torqnemaaa,  oil  la  sup^orit^  de  notre  fen  et  quelques  compagniies  de  voltigeurs 
mirent  fin  k  une  canonnade,  seul  obstade  qui  nous  fut  oppose.  Le  capitaine  Gral- 
lard,  commandant  la  batterie  l^g^  de  Tavant-garde,  y  fut  atteint  d'un  biscaien  k 
la  tSte,  et  ne  voulut  pas  quitter  le  commandement  de  sa  batterie.  On  avait  fait 
one  SMxantaine  de  prisonniers  k  Quintana  del  Puente,  et  on  en  prit  200  k 
Torquemada. 

L  ann^  se  porta  sur  Magaz,  y  passa  la  nuit,  et  se  mit  en  mouvement  le  25  k  la 
pmnte  du  jour. 

L*ennemi  s'^tait  d^jk  couvert  par  le  Carrion,  dont  il  gardait  tous  les  ponts ;  il 
couronnait  les  hauteurs  escarp^  de  Dueiias,  et  occopait  le  couvent  de  San  Isidro, 
prte  le  confluent  de  cette  rivi^  avec  la  Pisuerga,  par  beaucoup  d^infanterie  et  du 
canon,  qui  prot^^eaient  aussi  des  batteries  sur  la  rive  droite.  Le  gdndral  Maucune 
s'en  approeha  avec  la  5*  division  et  la  cavalerie  l^re.  Son  ardllerie,  mise  en 
battene  avant  d'etre  aper^ue,  porta  le  rava^  et  le  d^rdre  dans  les  masses :  elles 
choroh^rent  leur  s^ret^  sur  les  hauteurs  qui  dominent  le  Carrion.  Quelques  com- 
pagnies  de  voltigeurs  all^rent  aussitdt  k  la  course,  pour  s'emparer  du  pont ;  il  fit 
exfdosion  k  leur  barbe,  mais  pas  un  seul  homme  n  y  fut  h\e886,  Plusieurs  heures 
se  passant  en  ^change  de  coups  de  canon  et  en  engagemens  de  tirailleurs.  Un 
escadron  eut  ordre  de  passer  le  gu^,  chaque  cava^er  prenant  un  voltigeur  en 
croupe.  Ce  mouvement  tardait  trop  k  Timpatience  des  voltiseurs ;  ils  s'^lancdrent 
dans  la  rivi^ ;  ils  firent  reculer  Tennemi  avec  perte ;  tout  le  pied  de  la  position 
fut  nettoy^. 

Le  g^b^ral  en  chef  de  Tarmde  Anglaise  en  ayant  concu  do  rinqni^tude  pour  la 
sort  de  quelques  pidces  do  canon  alors  exposdes,  se  d^dda,  sur  les  4  heures  apr^ 
midi,  k  attaquer  cette  division  avec  une  immense  supdriorit<$  de  forces.     II  fit  done 


Digitized  by 


Google 


776  APPENDIX. 

desc^idre  du  plateau  4  colonnes  d*infanterie  tr^  profondes.  La  brisade  de 
cavalerie  l^^re  se  retira  ^  im  ga^.  La  5*  division  repana  k  celui  &  YilU- 
muriel,  ne  laissant  sur  la  rive  droite  ou'une  partie  de  sa  l**  brigade  poetSe  dans  le 
village,  et  une  bonne  ligne  de  tirailleurs.  Ces  troupes  combattirent  avec  Je  phm 
grand  courage ;  leur  feu  y  fut  tr^  meurtrier.  Notre  artillerie,  lea  soutenant  <fe  la 
rive  gauche,  foudroya  et  dissipa  les  colonnes  d'attaque ;  Tennemi  ne  put  plus  entre- 
tenir  le  combat  que  par  des  tirailleurs :  cette  affieure  lui  cofita  1000  k  1200  bomniea; 
un  gdn^ral  An^uus  et  le  g^n^ral  Espagnol  Alava  y  furent  bless^.  Le  soir,  on  Im 
cdda  la  possession  du  village  de  Villamuriel,  qu'il  n'^tait  pas  possible  de  oonserver 
pendant  la  nuit.  Notre  perte  fut  de  30  hommes  tu^,  5  ou  6  noy^,  ISO  Ueaaday 
et  30  prisonniers.  M.  Kirgevin,  aide-de-camp  de  M.  le  g^^ral  Chauvel,  j  a  dttf 
tud  au  milieu  des  rangs  Anglais.  Les  capitaines  Lafond  et  LacbapeUe,  aides-de- 
camp du  g^n^ral  Maucune,  sV  sont  &it  remarquer  jMur  une  valeur  brillante,  en  m 
mSlant  k  nos  tirailleurs,  les  dirigeant,  se  jetant  au  milieu  de  ceuz  de  rennemi,  et 
lui  faisant  des  prisonniers.  Le  chef  de  bataillon  Girard,  chef  d'^tat-major  de  k 
5*  division,  y  a  re9u  une  forte  contusion  k  I'^paule,  et  n'a  pas  voulu  quitter  le 
champ  de  bataille. 

Pendant  le  combat  de  Villamuriel,  Tennemi  retira  ses  troupes  du  ooovent  de  San 
Isidro,  et  fit  sauter  le  pent  du  Carrion  sur  la  chauss^  royale.  Le  g^^ral  Gaithier 
attaqua  celui  de  Tariego  sur  la  Pisuerga ;  ce  pent  fit  ezplosioa  au  moment  d'etre 
attaqu6 ;  sa  coupure  ne  fut  pas  telle  que  Tinfanterie  ne  put  y  passer ;  les  yoltigeiiiB 
le  franchirent,  et  prirent  50  Ecossais. 

D^  le  matin,  le  gdndral  Fov  s'^tait  port6  sur  Palencia,  ocenp^  par  des  troupes 
Angl^ses  et  quelques  corps  de  rarm^  de  Galice.  Les  Espagnols  y  commireat  one 
l&chet^  digne  du  ffdndral  sans  honneur  qui  avait  viol^  la  capitulation  d'Astorga. 
Ayant  r^pondu  a  la  premiere  summation  quils  ouvriraient  les  portes  si  le  g^dial 
se  pr^sentait  lui-mSme,  il  leur  fiit  de  nouveau  envoys  un  aide-de-camp  prec^^  d'oa 
trompette.  Les  soldats  du  perfide  Castafios  les  laisscrent  approcher,  et  leur  Uefa^rent, 
k  bout  portant  du  guichet  et  de  dessus  les  muraiUes,  une  fusillade  qui  beureuse- 
ment  ne  blessa  qu*un  cheval.  Les  portes  barricad^  furent  ausaatdt  enfoocees  k 
coupes  de  baches.  Le  g^n^ral  Chemineau  se  jeta  danslaville,  k  la  t@te  du  second 
bataillon  du  6d*  r^.,  poussant  les  Anglais  l^p^  auz  reins,  arriva  rapidement 
au  pont  du  Carrion,  I'emporta  de  vive  force,  et  s'empara  de  barils  de  poudre  dispose 
pour  le  faire  sauter.  La  1"*  division  fut  mis  aussitot  k  la  poursuite  de  I'ennemi,  et  le 
jeta  avec  perte  au-deUi  du  canal ;  la  cavalerie  1^^  fit  des  courses  sar  ses 
derridres,  dums  la  direction  de  Villamuriel  k  Cigales.  65  landers  de  Berg,  com- 
mandds  par  le  chef  d'escadron  de  Toll,  atteignirent  une  colonne  de  bagaaes, 
sabr^rent  les  troupes  d'escorte,  et  firent  400  prisonniers  Anglais  et  Portugais,  dont 
11  ofiiciers.  100  blesses  de  I'armde  ennemie  dtaient  k  Palenda.  A  la  fin  de 
cette  joum^,  1000  prisonniers  furent  rdunis  au  quartier  gdndral,  non  oompris  oeoz 
de  la  veille. 

L'arm^  Angldse  nous  voyant  maitre  du  ddbouchd  de  Palenda,  peadaat  qu'aa 
corps  de  cavalerie  et  une  brigade  d'in&nterie  dtaient  pass^  k  Tariego,  eut  rinqui- 
dtude  d'etre  devancde  k  Tordesillas  ou  k  Cabezon ;  elle  se  retira  sur  ce  villaee  <iuis 
la  nuit  du  26,  apr^  avoir  fait  filer  ses  bagages  sur  Valladolid.  Le  pont  de  DueSas 
ayant  6t4  promptement  rdtabli,  TaVant-garde,  deux  autres  divisions,  et  la  cavalorie 
prirent  poiBition  sur  les  hauteurs  de  Cabillas,  de  S^  Maria,  et  QuintaniUa;  la 
reste  de  Varm^  k  Dueiias ;  les  divisions  Dumoustier  et  Vandermaesen  k  Baiks  et 
Tariego.  Les  troupes  qui  avaient  ddbouchd  par  Villamuriel  rencontr^rent  dans  leur 
marche  environ  200  bless^  abandonn^  sans  secours  sur  la  route,  ou  oonfi^  k  la 
pitid  des  alcaldes  dans  les  villages. 

Le  27,  on  s*assurapar  une  reconnaissance,  oil  Ton  fit  des  prisonniers,  qu*il  4tait 
impossible  d'enlever  le  pont  de  Cabezon  d^k  mind  et  situd  immddiatement  au  pied 
d'une  position  formidable,  oh.  Tennemi  avait  ses  prindpales  forces.  L'avant-garde 
et  les  divisions  Dumoustier  et  Vandermaesen  eurent  ordre  de  robserver ;  dees 
divisions  furent  placdes  devant  le  gud  de  S^  Obenia ;  la  premie  se  porta  k 
iZaratan,  et  y  fit  40  prisonniers.     Le  quartier-gdndral  dtait  k  Cigales. 

Le  28,  un  bataillon  Portugus  fut  ddlogd  du  faubourg  de  Vuladolid,  et  la  l** 
division  chassa  de  Simancas  le  corps  de  Brunswick  et  deux  bataillons  de  la  Idgioa 
Allemande  du  roi  d'Angleterre,  qui  s'empress^rent  de  fiiire  saater  deux  arches  da 
pont  de  cette  ville  sur  la  Pisuei^. 

Le  29,  deux  explosions  aux  ponts  de  Cabezon  et  de  Valladdid  signal^rent  la 
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>  retraite  de  rennerai  sor  la  rive  droite  du  Dnero,  qui  fiit  imm^diatement  suiTie  de  la 

I '  rupture  de  5  aotres  ponts  *;  ceux  de  Tudela,  Puente  de  Duero,  Aniago,  Tordesillas,  et 

r  Toro ;  le  g6n4inX  en  chef  fit  aussitdt  marcher  rarm^ ;  la  droite  se  porta  k  Toro, 

r  la  gauche  appuy^  k  Valladdid. 

I  Tordesillas  vit  un  beau  fidt  d'armes :  la  rupture  du  pont  andt  6tfi  telle,  que  la 

I  tour  qui  le  surmonte  restut  du  odt^  de  rennemi,  qui  oontinua  d*y  tenir  une  gar- 

E  nison  de  30  hommesy  soutenne  par  des  postcs  embusqu^  derri^re  des  murs,  et  par 

I  un  bataiUon  de  Brunswidc,  formd  dans  un  bois  de  sapins.    Ces  dispoditions  rendaient 

J  la  reparation  du  pont  impossible ;  mais  11  officiers  et  40  sous-offiders  et  soldats, 

k  tant  de  la  I'*  division  que  des  sapeurs  du  gdnie,  s'offirirent  pour  passer  le  fleuve  k 

[  la  nage.     Bs  s'y  jet^rent  proteges  par  Tartillerie,  ayant  rduni  leurs  armes  et  leurs 

J  gibemes  sur  un  assemblage  de  quelques  planches,  tndnd  par  des  nageurs.   Parvenus 

I  k  la  rive  oppose,  apr^  avcnr  essuj^  une  longue  fusillade,  ils  combattirent  nus, 

t  s'empar^nt  de  la  tour,  et  firent  11  prisonniers.  C^tte  entreprise  bardie,  proposde 

f  et  dirig^  avec  tant  de  vigueur  par  le  capitdne  Guingret  du  6*  l^ger,  qu'on  est 

aoooutumd  k  voir  le  premier  o^  il  j  a  de  la  gloire  h  aoqu^rir,  ^nna  tellement  le 
bataillon  de  Brunswick,  qu'au  lieu  de  venir  attaquer  ces  oraves,  il  se  mit  en  retraite 
,  en  tottte  hftte. 

Le  lieutenant  Rose,  du  60*  r^^,  aborda  le  premier  sur  la  rive,  suivi  du 

,'  brave  Geoffiroy,  voltigeur  au  6*  l^r.    On  doit  d'antantplus  d'^oges  an  capitaine 

^  Chastagnac,  du  69*.  k  MM.  Jacquemard,  Galo,  Mobrat,  Bisiau,  Grabriel,  Lagrange, 

officier  du  39*,  qu'ils  rivalis^nt  de  vitesse.    Le  fleuve  a  beancoup  de  la]^;eur  et 

est  trte-profond  devant  Tordeallas.    Le  temjM  ^tait  tr^  froid. 

Le  30,  le  quartier-g^^ral  s'^tablit  k  Tordemllas,  et  I'arm^  ennemie  prit  podtion 
I  en  hce,  sur  les  hauteurs  de  Rueda,  oii  elle  travailla  aussitdt  k  se  couvrir  par  des 

retrancnemens.  On  envoya  vers  Zamora  une  reconnaissance,  k  Tapproche  de 
laquelle  le  beau  pont  de  cette  vUle  fit  explosion.  Ce  fut  le  onzitee  rompu  par  les 
Anglais  dans  leur  retraite.  Une  autre  reconnaissance  ramena  200  prisonniers  de  la 
direction  do  Medina  de  Rio  Seco. 

Lk  fut  Sttspendue  la  marche  de  I'arm^  de  Portugal,  tant  par  la  n^cessit^  de  t6- 
parer  les  ponts  et  de  fiiire  des  vivres,  aue  par  Tobligation  de  se  conformer  aux  in- 
structions du  Roi  d'Espagne,  et  du  Ministre  de  la  Guerre,  qui  prescrivaient  de 
manoeuvrer  uniquement  dans  Tobjet  d'op^r  une  jonction  avec  les  armdes  du  Centre 
et  du  Midi,  tout  en  suivant  et  harcelant  Lord  Wellington,  et  avaient  d^endu  d'en- 
gager  une  action  g^drale. 

Ses  mouvemens  ont  eu  toute  la  rapidity  que  comportent  les  forces  de  I'homme ; 
ses  attaques  ont  4t4  vivos  et  intrdpides ;  ses  succ^  ont  atfaibli  I'ann^  Anglaise  de 
3500  hommes  au  moins,  dont  1600  tu^ou  bless^,  2000  prisonniers,  tous  Anglais, 
Allemands,  et  Portugpais.  On  ne  fait  pas  compte  de  la  ridicule  ann^  de  Galice, 
dont  le  tiers  au  moins  s*est  ddbande.  Ces  pertes,  ajout^  k  celles  de  3000 
hommes  oonsomm^  au  si^  de  Burgos,  seront  d*aatant  plus  sensibles  k  Tennemi 
que  la  victoire  d'Arapiles  lui  avait  mdemment  co(itd  8000  hommes. 

£n  comparant  la  retraite  des  Anglais,  depuis  Buraos  jusqu'au  Duero,  retraite 
pr^ipit^  qui  leur  a  oo(ite  preaque  autant  qu*une  bataifle  de  second  ordre,  avec  la 
marche  lente  et  mdthodique  du  7  au  17  Sept.  que  I'arm^  de  Portugal  0f4n 
en  onxe  jours  poor  se  porter  de  Valladolid  sur  Buraos,  on  remarquera  que  oelle-ci 
ne  mit  jamais  entr'elle  et  Tennemi  que  la  distance  de  port^  de  canon,  dddaigna 
de  rompre  les  ponts,  et  manoeuvrant  toiigours  par  ^helons,  fit  si  bonne  contenance 
qu'elle  ne  perdit  pas  un  seul  honune  ni  une  aeule  voitnre  de  bagaces. 

Je  ne  terminerai  pas  ce  rapport  sans  fiiire  observer  comlnen  la  cooptetioo  du 
renfort  de  Tarm^  du  Nord  a  it6  utile,  et  que  la  meilleure  harmonic  rdgnait  entre 
les  deux  g^dranx  en  chef.  M.  le  g<bml  Comte  Cafl&ffelli,  toojoors  avec  nous 
aux  avant-poates,  nous  a  second^  avec  toute  la  franchise  et  Tempretsementdonton 
le  sut  animd  par  ddvonement  au  sendee  de  I'Empereur. 

M.  le  gdnml  Comte  Caflbrdli  nous  ayant  vus  dtablis  en  positioa  mattaquable 
sur  le  Duero,  et  ayant  compl^tement  rempli  ses  engagemens  avec  Tarmde  de  Por- 
tugal, s*est  mis  en  mardie  de  Cigales  le  3  Nov.  pour  retoumer  sur  le  territoire 
de  son  commandement.  II  nous  a  laissd  la  mijeure  partie  de  ses  munitions  en 
remplacement  de  oelles  que  nous  avions  consoomides. 

La  g6n6ral  Comta  CaflareUi  au  Dae  de  Feltre,  Miniitie  de  la  Ouerre. 

Burgos,  ce  6  Nov.  1812. 
J'ai  rhonneur  (i'adresser  k  V.  E.  le  rapport  du  si^  de  Burgos,  qui  m'a  ^ 
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rends  par  le  g6a6nl  Dnhreton*  J'j  jdns  1^  ^tats  des  offidta,  sous-officierB,  et 
Mldats,  qui  se  sont  le  pins  partKuH^ment  distiagit^,  et  que  je  crma  dignes  de  Im 
bienyeUlance  de  S.  M.  J^voque  pour  eoz  toute  la  solucitude  de  V.  £.  Dds 
les  premierB  jours  la  garnison  s^est  vue  expoe^  k  I'un  des  besoins  les  plus  affireuz^ 
celui  de  Teau ;  elle  n'avait  point  d'abri ;  le  mauTais  temps  Ta  forc^  k  $tre  presque 
toigoars  dans  la  bone  et  dans  rhimudit^.  Elle  a  tout  supports  avec  une  patience 
et  une  feraiet^  dont  ses  chefs  lui  ont  donn6  Fezemple ;  mais  e'est  surtout  au  d6- 
▼Quemait  du  g^^ral  Dubreton  qu'est  due  eette  eonstance  dans  la  d^ense,  dont 
y  a  donn^  la  preuve.  M.  le  major  St.  Hilaire^  oui  remplissait  les  ibnctions  de 
chef  d*6tat4Dfl^,  a  par&itement  second^  le  g^^rai  Dtabreton,  ainsi  oue  M.  Briot, 
chef  de  batuUon  du  f^Sme.  Ce  dernier  a  nmltiplid  les  moyens  de  offense ;  il  en 
a  cr^  do  nouveanz ;  il  teit  partaiit»  li  toutes  lc»  heures,  k  to^  les  momens ;  il  a 

Je  donnerai 


aoon- 

^ ,,       .  T^'f  ^ 

fort  bien  servi,  et  a  fait  beancoup  de  nuQ  k  Tennemi ;  die  a  prouy^  que  le  bon 
esprit  de  Tarm^  se  conserve  toujours,  et  se  montre  avec  ^at  dans  les  oocasiona 
dimciles. 

M.  Fondousse,  colonel  du  34*  r^. ;  M.  Pontenav,  chef  de  bataillon  du  130e, 
se  sont  montr^  comme  doivent  le  faire  des  chefs  de  corps ;  le  premier  surtout 
est  un  officier  distingu^.  La  2*  compare  des  pionniers,  commands  par  le  capi- 
taine  Noailles,  s'est  pariaitement  conduite. 

Ce  qui  se  trouvait  au  fort,  de  la  Garde  de  Paris,  a  ^t4  affect^  au  senrice  de  Tar^ 
tillerie.  Cette  petite  troupe  d'ezcellens  soldats,  <}ui  ont  cohstamment  donn^ 
des  preuves  de  leur  bonne  conduite,  mdrite  une  mention  particuli^re. 

A  cette  d^p^he  est  joint  le  journal  des  operations  de  la  defense  du  fort  de  Bur- 
gos. On  voit  par  ce  journal  que  le  si^e  a  dur^  35  jours,  depuis  le  18  Sept. 
iusqu'au  22  Oct.,  pendant  lesquels  I'ennemi  a  fait  jouer  quatre  mines,  fint  cin<| 
br§ches,  tant  par  la  mine  que  par  le  canon,  et  livr^  cinq  assauts,  dont  un  senl  Im 
a  rdussi.  La  garnison  Fran9aise,  de  son  cdt^,  a  fait  cinq  sorties  oonstamment 
heureuses.  La  perte  de  Tennemi  a  ^t^  de  plus  de  2000  hommos,  la  ndtre,  tant 
tu^  que  bless^,  a  6t6  de  16  offiders,  607  sous-offiders  et  soldats ;  parmi  ces  der- 
niers,  304  hommes  ont  6t6  tu^  ou  sont  morts  de  leurs  blessures. 

Rapport  du  g^n^ral  Dubreton  fur  la  defense  du  chftteau  de  Burgos  en  1813.  ' 

An  fort  de  Burgos,  1«  32  Oct.  1811. 

L'scrm^  Fran^aise,  aux  ordres  du  g^n^ral  Clansel,  ^tait  camp^  le  17  Sept  en 
avant  de  Burgos.  Elle  s^est  mise  en  marche  le  18,  k  3^  heures  du  matin,  ponr 
eontinuer  sa  retraite.  Sa  droite  a  depas86  Burgos  k  7  heures,  sa  gauche  k  6 
heures,  et  son  arridre-garde  k  10^  heures.  L'ennemi  ayant  suiyi  ce  mouvement, 
le  fort  s'est  trouv^  envelopp^. 

La  garnison  a  dH  s'occuper  k  se  baraquer  dkns  les  divers  ouvrages  ext^enrs, 
n*ayant  aucune  esp^ce  de  convert  pr^p^  k  Tavance.  On  avait  commence  la 
demolition  des  maisons  avoisinant  le  fort  tant  pour  se  procurer  des  mat^riaux  que 
pour  se  debarrasser  de  converts  dang^reux ;  mais  l'ennemi  ayant  occupy  la  ville 
par  des  tirailleurs,  ce  travail  u'a  pu  se  continuer»  de  sorte  que  la  garnison  s'est 
trouv^e  sans  abri  et  dans  la  necessity  de  bivouaquer,  f&cheux  d^but  pour  un  sidge, 
oil,  k  I'abondance  pr^s  de  grains  et  de  farines.  Ton  a  fenanqu^  d'une  infinite  d'objets 
de  premise  necessity,  t^s  que  vin,  vinaigre,  foum^e  pour  la  nourritnre  des 
bestiaux  sur  pied,  grenades,  obus  de  calibre,  afiUts  de  rechange,  outils^  sacs  k 
terre,  gabions,  fascines,  charbon,  etc.  On  a  mis  le  fteu  atiz  maisons  qui  avoisinaient 
Tenceinte ;  mais  cette  operation  a  eu  pen  de  succ^s. 

Le  fort,  ainsi  qu*on  vient  de  le  dire,  n'etant  point  en  etat  de  si^ge,  la  garnison 
a  M  employee  k  y  faire  les  travaux  les  plus  pressants.  On  a  arm^  I'ouvrage  It 
comes  de  St.  Michel,  dont  rimperfection  etait  telle,  et  la  position  si  mauvaiae, 
qu'on  ne  devait  pas  esp^rer  de  &y  mdntenir  contre  un  ennemi  nombreux  et  entre- 
prehant.  Pour  edairor  les  aborts  de  cet  ouvraffe,  on  a  commence  sur  la  gauche 
un  petit  redan  qui,  garde  ptar  un  poste,  ^dt  eloigner  Tennemi  des  couverts  situea 
k  moins  de  dix  toises  du  saillant  au  demi-bastion  de  gauche.  Un  pareil  redan  a 
ete  commence  dans  le  mdme  but  en  avant  de  la  demilune.  Ces  deux  redans  ont 
ete  occup6s  par  la  compagnie  de  grenadiers  du  130™*  r^^ 

Le  pelissadement  entrepris  k  la  gorge  de  Touvrage  k  comes  de  St  Michel 
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n*dtant  pas  terming  on  B'ett  empress^  d'y  travAiller  pour  tdcher  de  m«ttre  eel 
ouvrage  k  Tabri  d*un  coup  de  main. 

On  a  commence  au  fort  jL  blinder  la  porte  et  les  Events  du  magasin  k  poudre, 
et  la  Jamison  a  travaill^  k  se  former  quelques  ch^tifli  abris  sur  les  emplacements 
que  chaque  corps  devait  d^fendre. 

Les  batteries  ont  ^t^  mises  en  ^tat,  et  Ton  y  a  ^ev4  quelques  traverses  pour 
couvrir  les  canonniers  de  la  fusillade.  On  a  ^ev^  aussi  des  masques  en  avant  des 
portes  de  sortie,  qui  sont  eztrdmement  fidbles.  A  d^ut  de  gabions  et  de  fascines 
pour  faire  ces  travaux,  on  y  a  employd  des  oaisses  remplies  de  terre. 

Les  hdpitaux  de  la  ville  n*ayant  pu  Itre  ^vacu^  enti^rement,  78  malades  qui 
s'y  trouvaient  ont  6t£  conduits  au  fort.  L'ennemi  a  envoy^  qudques  troupes  en 
reconnaissance,  sur  lesquelles  nos  batteries  des  enceintes  basses  ont  tir^.  II  n'a 
fait  aucun  mouvement  dans  la  nuit  du  18  au  10,  et  ses  postes  sont  rest^  dans  les 
m6mes  positions.     Nous  avons  eu  un  pionnier  de  tu^ 

Dans  la  Joum^  du  19,  Tennemi  s'est  port^  en  force  sur  la  bauteur  St.  Michel. 
II  a  refoule  tous  nos  postes  avanc^fe,  et  s  est  empar^  des  deux  redans  commence 
en  avant  de  Touvrage  k  comes.  Nous  avons  entrepris  vainement  de  les  r6occu- 
per ;  dans  cette  tentative  un  officier  du  130^  r^gt,  a  ^  tu6,  et  un  autre  a  4t6 
bless^ 

A  la  faveur  des  postes  avanc6s  qu'il  occupait,  et  des  converts  que  lul  offrait  le 
terrain,  l'ennemi  s^st  6tabli  k  portee  de  pistolet  de  Touvrage  k  comes  de  St  MioheU 
Ayant  reconnu  le  mauvais  ^tat  de  cet  ouvrage,  la  nullity  de  ses  communications, 
et  I'insuffisance  de  Tappul  qu'il  tirait  du  fort  principal,  11  r^lut  de  Tattaquer 
de  vive  force.  A  cet  efiet,  11  r^unit  pendant  le  jour  ses  colonnes  derridre  les 
plis  du  terrain  qui  le  couvraient,  et  k  6^  heures  du  soiTi  4  bataillons  en  d^ 
Douchdrent  et  attaqu^rent  k  la  fois  le  front  de  I'ouvrage  k  comes,  la  branche  de 
gauche,  et  la  gorge.  Le  2*  bataillon  du  34"^  r6gi.  de  li^e,  ^ui  d^fendait  cet 
ouvrage,  fit  tous  les  efforts  possibles  pour  repousser Tennemi ;  ma«i  le  grand  d6ve- 
loppement  des  fortifications  ne  lui  ayant  pas  permis  de  garder  tous  les  points 
accessibleS)  et  le  palissademont  de  la  gorge  n*^tant  pas  achev^,  il  n'a  pu  empdcher 
les  Anglais  de  p^n^trer  jusque  dans  le  terre-plein,  sons  le  feu  soutenu  de  toutes 
les  parties  du  fort  principal.  Les  d^fenseurs,  accabl6s  par  le  nombre,  sont  cepen- 
dant  parvenus  k  se  frayer  un  passage  k  la  baionnette,  et  sont  renters  dans  le  fort, 
mais  non  pas  sans  avoir  ^prouv6  des  pertes  graves.  M.  Thomas,  phef  de  bataillon, 
a  ^t^  gridvement  bless^  et  notre  perte  totale  s'^l^e  k  142  hommes  tu^  ou  bless^, 
dont  5  officiers. 

l"*  NuU,  du  19  au  20  Sept.  Dk»  que  l'ennemi  se  tixi  rendu  maStre  de  Touvrage 
k  comes,  il  s'6tablit  dans  le  foss^  du  front,  et,  d^bouchant  par  la  poteme,  il  se 

f>orta  par  un  zigzag  jusqu'lL  la  gorge,  oH  il  travaiUa  avec  activity  malgr^  le  feu 
e  plus  vif  de  toutes  nos  batteries.  An  jour,  il  ^tait  k  pen  prds  k  convert  dans  les 
deux  communications  qu'il  avait  entreprises  dans  le  terre-plein  de  Touvrage,  et 
sur  la  branche  gauche ;  il  n'a  riposte  par  auoun  feu. 

Joumke  du  sR)  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  continue  de  perfectionner  ses  travaux  sous 
le  feu  soutenu  de  notre  artiUerie  et  de  notre  fusiUaae.  Nous  avons  ^tabli  2  pieces 
de  12  sur  la  courtine  du  r^duit,  pour  contre-battre  la  batterie  de  br^che  que  nous 
supposions  que  l'ennemi  avait  commenc6e  k  la  gorge  de  I'ouvrage  a  comes 
de  St.  Michel,  et  aui  se  tronvait  masqu^  par  las  palissades  de  la  gorge  que 
nous  n'avons  pu  ddtruire.  On  a  perc6  une  nouvelle  communication  pour 
arriver  k  convert  k  I'^glise  San  Roman,  parce  que  celle  qui  existait  6tait  vue  de 
Tennemi. 

Le  personnel  de  PartiUerie  6tant  insuflisant,  on  y  a  adjoint  eemme  auxiliaire 
le  petit  bataillon  de  la  Garde  de  Paris. 

Le  manque  d*eau  nous  a  oblig^  de  rationner  la  gamison  k  deux  pintes  par 
homme,  et  k  abattre  les  bestiaux  en  approvisionnement,  pour  n'avoir  pas  k  les 
abreuver. 

2*  Nuit,  du  20  ati  21  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux  sur  la  bauteur 
de  St.  Michel,  centre  lesquels  notre  artillerie  a  soutenu  son  feu  pendant  toute  la 
nuit.  De  notre  cdt^,  nous  avons  continue  It  travailler.  La  batterie  sup^eure 
du  magasin  k  poudre  a4i6  arm^e  d'un  obusier  et  de  deux  pidces  de  8. 

Nous  n'eilmes,  dans  les  24  heures,  qu'un  homme  de  bless^. 

JaurrUe  du  21  Sept.    L'ennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux,  et  nous  notre  feu. 

3*  Nuit^  du  21  au  22  Sept.    L'ennemi  a  conmienc^  sur  la  hauteur  de  St. 
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Micliel  une  batterie  qu'on  suppose  destin^e  k  prendre  de  revers  lea  defenses  dn 
camp  retrancb^  et  U  a  ex^ut^  ce  travail^  malgr6  notre  feu,  qui  a  ^t^  des  plus 
vife* 

Nous  eflmes,  dans  les  24  heures,  8  hommts  de  bless^ 

Joumie  du  22  Sept,  De  grands  mouvements  out  eu  lieu  dans  les  environs  du 
fort,  et  I'ennemi  a  fait  des  transports  de  gabions  et  de  fascines  sur  la  hauteur  de 
St.  Michel ;  d'od  Ton  conclut  qu'il  poursuit  avec  activity  T^tablissement  de  ses 
batteries.  II  a  continue  k  perfectionner  ses  communications,  tant  dans  I'int^rieur 
de  I'ouvrage  k  comes  que  sur  la  branche  de  droite.  Notre  artillerie  a  plae^  une 
troisi^me  pi^  de  12  sui  la  courtine  du  r^uit.  Cette  batterie,  et  toutes  celles 
du  front  aattaque,  y  compris  la  batterie  Napol^n,  ont  fait  un  feu  des  plus  vifs 
sur  les  travaux  de  I'ennemi.  Nous  avoBs  entrepris  tme  communication  du  donjon 
k  r^glise  de  la  Blanea,  afin  de  couvrir  le  terre-plein  du  r^duit  contre  le  feu  de 
Tennemi  dans  la  lutte  des  batteries. 

4*  Nmlf  (itt  22  otf  23  Sept,  A  11  beures  du  soir,  I'ennemi  s'est  port£  sur  le 
camp  retranch^  avec  des  ^chelles,  et  a  cherch^  k  Temporter  de  vive  force.  II  a 
fait  son  attaque  en  deux  colonnes,  I'une  du  c6t^  de  la  ville,  la  seconde  sur  le  front 
de  la  route  de  Santander.  Cette  demise  colonne  donna  I'assaut  avec  r^lution, 
et  fut  re9ue  avec  vigueur  par  5  compagnies  du  2"^  bataiUon  du  34"**  de  ligne. 
Quelques-uns  des  assaillants  parvinrent  jusque  sur  le  parapet,  mais  ils  forent  cul- 
but^,  et  le  reste  fut  mis  en  fuite  par  notre  fusillade  et  par  des  obus  cbarg^  que 
nous  roulftmes  dans  le  foss^  La  colonne  qui  attaqua  du  c6t^  de  la  ville  fut  recue 
avec  la  mSme  vigueur,  et  ne  put  descendre  la  contrescarpe.  £lle  se  retira  alora 
dans  les  premieres  maisons,  a*oi^  elle  fit  un  feu  tr6s-vif  sur  le  fort ;  elle  fut  en 
revanche  vivement  battue  par  notre  artillerie.  L'ennemi  a  beaucoup  sou£fert 
dans  cette  action,  et  a  laiss^  dans  les  foss^  les  ^belles  qu'il  avait  apport^es,  et 
une  quarantaine  de  morts,  dont  trois  officiers.  II  a  ^^  remporter  un  grand  nom* 
bre  de  blesses,  si  Ton  en  juge  par  les  debris  abandonn^  sur  les  points  qu*il  a 
attaqu^s. 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  M  d'un  officier  et  de  8  bommes  tu^  d'un 
officier  et  12  bommes  bless^. 

JoumSe  du  23  Sept.  Au  jour,  notre  artillerie  ayant  aper9U  une  batterie  <}ue 
I'ennemi  avait  ^tablie  sur  la  hauteur  de  St.  Michel,  y  dingea  son  feu  et  la  nuna 
en  peu  de  temps. 

A  midi,  le  g^^ral  Anglais  envoya  un  parlementaire  pour  demander  la  permis- 
sion de  retirer  ses  morts  et  de  les  enterrer.  Legouvemeur  ordonna  qu*ilsseraient 
port^s  par  un  d^tachement  de  la  eamison  k  200  toises  de  la  contrescarpe :  cette 
operation  amena  une  suspension  d'armes  de  trois  heures.  Le  reste  du  jour  fut 
employ^,  comroe  de  coutume,  k  faire  un  feu  continuel  d^artQlerie  de  tons  les  points 
des  fronts  attaqu6s,  pour  retarder  la  marche  des  travaux  de  Tennemi. 

5*  NuUy  du2S  au24  Sept.  L'ennemi,  ddbouchant  des  maisons  du  faubourg 
de  San  Pedro,  a  entrepris  a  la  sape  volante  une  communication  pour  gagner  les 
ravins  et  les  chemins  creux  qui  nordent  I'enceinte  du  camp  retranch^,  et  s'est 
approch^  jusqu'k  dix  toises  de  I'escarpe.  On  a  fait  dans  la  place  divers  travaux 
d  artillerie  pour  battre  le  logement  de  I'ennemL 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  ^t^  de  4  bommes  tu6s  et  de  15  bless^ 

JoumSe  du  24  Sept.  L'ennemi  ayant  cr6nel6  I'^glise  et  les  maisons  du  fau- 
bourg de  San  Pedro,  a  fait  un  feu  tris-vif  sur  nos  ouvrages,  et  a  rendu  pour  le 
moment  nos  batteries  inhabitables.  II  a  continue  k  cneminer  centre  le  earop 
retranch^,  et  s'en  est  approcb£  sans  en  dtre  vu. 

6*  NuUf  du  2i  au  26  Sept.  L'ennemi  s'est  approch^  de  la  contrescarpe  du 
camp  retrancb6  vers  la  pointe  du  corps  de  garde  cr^nel^  k  laquelle  on  suppose 

*  Le  lieutenant-oolonel  du  g^nie  AngUus  Jones,  dans  la  relation  du  si^ge  de  Burgos, 
fait  obierver  que  cette  pr^tendue  batterie  dont  parle  le  gouvemeur  n'eit  autre  chote 
qu'une  partie  du  paraph  de  la  tranch^e,  qui,  se  trouvant  sur  le  roo,  avait  exig6  one 
gabionnade.  Qu*au  jour,  le  cbiteau  ayant  (Urig6  toos  ses  feux  sur  ce  point,  le  psssage  y 
devint  fort  dangereux  ;  qu'alort  un  dea  ing^nieun  qui  te  trouvaient  dans  la  tranche  cut 
Tid^e  de  iaire  eulever  les  gabions  pour  faire  voir  aux  difensrars  qu'il  n'y  avait  potut  de 
batterie,  et  que  le  feu  du  chateau  cessa  auwitdt  L*autenr  cite  ce  fkit  pour  prouver 
combien  un  leu  soutenu  pent  retarder  Tex^cution  des  travaux  de  si^ge,  et  par  •ons6qucnt 
combien  il  est  udcetsaife,  lanque  le  feu  de  la  place  ett  en  pleioe  activity  de  eaober  k 
l'ennemi  la  position  des  batteries  de  brdcbe  josqu'au  moment  oQ  elks  dmvcst  jouer. 
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qu*il  a  intention  d*attacher  le  mineur.  Notre  artillerie  a  lanc^  qnelquet  obui^  et 
la  ffarnison  s'eit  tenue  sous  les  aimes  dans  I'attente  d'un  assaut. 

Lea  pieces  qui  annaient  le  camp  retranch6  n'ayant  plui  d'effet  sur  les  travaux 
de  Tennemi,  vu  leur  proximity,  on  les  a  rentr6es  dans  Tint^rieur  du  fort.  Au 
jour,  Tennemi  se  trouvait  6tabii  sur  la  contrescarpe  mdme  du  camp  retranch^ 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  ^t6  de  6  hommes  tu^  et  de  16  blesses, 
dont  un  officier. 

Jowmke  du  25  Sept.  Pr6sumaiit  toujours  que  Tennemi  ferait  br^lie  par  la 
mine,  nous  pr^parames  plusieurs  moyens  de  chicane  pour  repousser  Tassaut, 
Une  pi^e  de  4  nit  disposee  dans  le  seul  emplacement  de  Tenceinte  sup^rieure  qui 

Fat  voir  le  ddbouch6  de  la  br^che ;  on  pratiqua  des  banquettes  dans  le  parapet, 
on  construisit  des  augets  pour  jeter  It  la  main  des  obus  dans  le  foss6,  et  Ton 
^tablit  des  traverses  avec  des  futailles  et  des  caisses  remplies  de  terre,  pour  em- 
pdcher  Tennemi  de  s'^tendre  dans  les  terre-pleins.  On  commen9a  k  miner  les 
piliers  du  clocber  de  San  Roman,  qui  domine  la  seconde  enceinte,  afin  de  le  faire 
sauter  dans  le  cas  oik  la  gamison  serait  forc4e  d'^vacuer  ce  poste. 

L*ennemi  fit  un  feu  tr&-vif  pendant  tout  le  iour,  et  tira  de  la  batterie  qu*il  avait 
^tablie  sur  le  penchant  de  la  hauteur  de  St.  Michel,  et  pr^  de  la  branche  gauche 
de  Touvrage  a  comes. 

7*  Nuii,  du  25  mu  26  Sept,  L'ennemi  prolongea  sur  la  droite  le  logement  qu'il 
avait  commence  sur  le  glacis  du  camp  retranch^  et  poussa  plusieurs  sigzags  sur 
la  pente  de  la  hauteur  de  St.  Michel,  pour  se  rapprocher  du  fwt 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  ^t^  de  2  hommes  tu6s  et  2  bleas^. 

JaumSe  du  26  Sept,  L'ennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux,  tant  sur  les  glacis  du 
camp  retrancb^  que  sur  la  pente  de  la  hauteur  St  Michel ;  ceux-ci  ont  eu  beau* 
coup  k  soufiHr  du  feu  de  notre  artillerie. 

8*  Nuitf  du  26  au  27  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  essay6  de  pousser  un  nouveau  che- 
minement  sur  la  partie  ba^  du  camp  retranch^ ;  mais  il  a  ^t^  oblig^  de  I'aban- 
donuer  par  suite  de  notre  feu.  11  a  continue  k  descendre  par  un  double  zigzag 
de  la  hauteur  de  St  Michel. 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  ^t^  d*un  homme  tu^  et  2  blesses. 

Joumee  du  27  Sept.  Les  travaux  entrepris  la  veille  par  l'ennemi  n'ont  pu 
avancer,  tant  en  raison  de  leur  peu  de  perfection  quk  cause  de  notre  feu. 

9*  NuUj  du  27  ttu  2S  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  ouvert  une  premiere  parall^le  de  la 
hauteur  de  St  Michel  au  raubourg  de  San  Pedro ;  il  a  conduit  ce  travail  avec  une 
telle  activity,  qu'au  jour  il  ^tait  enticement  k  convert 

Nous  e^mes,  dans  les  24  heures,  2  hommes  de  bless^ 

JoumSe  du  28  SepL  L'ennemi  a  perfectionn^  les  travaux  qu'il  avait  entrepris 
dans  la  nuit,  et  il  a  continue  1  attaque  souterraine  qu'on  suppose  qu'il  dirige  contre 
le  camp  retranclxS.     Des  dispositions  ont  ^t^  prises  pour  repousser  Tassaut 

10*  Nuit,  du  28  au  29  Sept,  L'ennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux,  et  nous  notre 
feu. 

Notre  perte  a  6x4  d'un  homme  tud  et  de  4  bless^ 

JoumSe  du  29  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  travail!^  k  ses  communications.  Le  grand 
nombre  d'obus  que  nous  lui  avons  jet^  an  moyen  de  quelques  petites  boucnes  k 
feu,  a  paru  I'inqui^ter,  et  a  ralenti  son  travaiL 

11*  Nuitt  du  29  au  30  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  continue  ses  zigzap  sur  la  partie 
haute  du  camp  retranch6.  Ce  travail  a  6t6  contrari^  par  notre  feu,  qui  a  dH  lui 
faire  perdre  beaucoup  de  monde,  si  Ton  en  juge  par  les  ddbris  d'aruies  et  d'outils 
qu'il  a  abandonn^ 

A  1^  heure  du  matin,  l'ennemi  a  donn^  le  feu  aux  foumeaux  qu'il  avait 
^blis  sous  le  terre-plein  du  camp  retranch^,  entre  la  traverse  et  le  magasin 
i  poudre ;  mais  les  poudres  ayant  ^t^  plac^es  trop  has,  la  br^he  ne  s'est  point 
trouv^  praticable,  et  l'ennemi,  apr^  s'^tre  pr^nt^  pour  donner  I'assaut,  a  ^t^ 
obl^^  de  faire  sa  retraite  dans  ses  tranche  sous  notre  feu  meurtrier.  11  faisait 
insiuter  en  mdme  temps  le  front  de  la  ville  par  une  forte  colonne,  qui,  refue 
yigoureusement,  a  eu  ausd  peu  de  succ^s  que  la  premise.  On  a  profite  du  reste 
de  la  nuit  pour  former  sur  la  br^he  un  masque  en  sacs  k  terre. 

Nous  avons  eu  un  homme  de  tu6  et  9  de  bless^. 

JoumSe  du  30  Sept.  L'ennemi  a  continue  k  perfectionner  sa  parall^le  et  ses 
communications.  S*^tant  aper9u  que  nous  avions  conservd,  sur  Pun  des  contre- 
forts  attenant  k  la  br^he,  un  petit  logement  d'oik  nous  pouvions  flanquer  le  pied 
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de  cette  brtehe,  il  dtoasqua  ime  nouvelle  batterie,  ann6e  de  nieces  de  24,  d«  11, 
et  de  8,  ^tablie  sur  la  hauteur  de  St  Michel,  et  niina  en  peu  d^mttanU  notre  kve- 
ment ;  ce  qui  lui  ofiHt  le  moyen  d'arriver  k  couvert  au  pied  de  Is  br&cbe,  et  (^ 
travailler  pour  en  adoucir  le  tidus. 

Nous  avons  constniit  des  banquettes  aux  saillants  de  la  contreacarpe  de  b 
•econde  enceinte,  pour  flanquer  les  deux  coupures. 

12*  Nuit,  du  30  Sept,  au  1  Oct,  L'ennemi  a  constniit  une  quatri^me  batten^ 
et  y  a  amen6  3  bouches  &  feu. 

Nous  avons  eu  3  hommes  de  tu6t  et  4  de  blesses. 

JowrtUe  du  1  Oct,  La  batterie  construite  la  nuit  pr^c6dente  par  reaneni, 
6tant  vue  de  flanc  du  crochet  de  la  partie  basse  du  camp  retrancb^,  on  y  a  k^M 
une  pi^ce  de  4  et  un  obusieri  qui  ont  tir6  avec  vigueur  sur  la  batterie  ennemie,  et 
I'ont  ruin^e  en  quelques  heures. 

13*  Nuit,  du  \  au  2  Oct,  L'ennemi  a  continue  see  travaux,  et  a  report^ 
sa  batterici  d£truite  pendant  le  jour,  sur  un  autre  emplacement  un  pea  pin*  i 
gauche. 

Nous  avons  eu  6  hommes  de  tu^s  et  8  de  blesses. 

JoumSe  du  2  Oct,  L'ennemi  a  continue  les  sigsags  qu'il  avait  entrepris  poor 
descendre  de  la  hauteur  de  St  Michel.  Notre  artiUerie  n'a  pas  pu  contrancr 
ce  travail,  ces  embrasures  n*ayant  ni  la  direction  ni  la  plongfte  n^oessaires;  eQe 
doit  les  refaire  la  nuit  prochaine. 

L*ennemi,  ^cras^  par  nos  projectiles  creux,  a  M  oblig^  d'abandonner  la  btt- 
terie  qu'il  avait  commenc^e  la  nuit  pr6c6dente ;  notre  canon  n*a  pu  tirer  centre 
cette  batterie  qu'il  ne  voyait  que  sous  un  angle  trop  aigu. 

Nous  remarquAmes  qu'une  colonne  de  2000  k  3000  hommes  venait  rejoioilre 
I'arm^e  assi^eeante,  et  quelques  autres  mouvements  nous  firent  pr^sumer  (pw 
Tennemi  m6ditait  une  nouvelie  attaque. 

14*  Nuit,  du2  an^  Oct,  La  nuit  6tant  tr^s-mauvaise,  Tennenu  a  peu  trarailK, 
mais  il  a  enlev^  I'artillerie  qu*il  avait  dans  la  demi^re  batterie  qu*il  avait  entreprise, 
et  il  a  renonc6  d*y  travailler. 

Nous  avons  eu  un  homme  de  tu6  et  2  de  blesses. 

JaumSe  du  3  Oct,  Le  temps  s'est  remis  au  beau,  et  Tennemi  a  repris  ie> 
travaux ;  il  a  perfectionn^  sa  parall^le  et  ses  communications  de  la  hauteor  St 
Michel. 

Nous  avons  constniit  une  palanque  dans  le  foss^  du  fWmt  de  la  viUe,  et  Doas 
avons  ouvert  un  d^bouch^  pres  la  porte  de  la  ville  dite  de  St  Gil,  pour  cominuni- 
quer  au  fond  du  foss^. 

15*  Nuitf  du3  au4  Oct,  Quelques  indices  nous  ayant  fiut  penser  que  I'enn^ 
travaillait  il  une  seconde  attaaue  souten*aine  dans  la  partie  basse  du  camp  retrsncH 
nous  jetlLmes  dans  le  foss6  des  paquets  d'artifices  pour  I'ldairer,  et  nous  con- 
tinuAmes  k  dirieer  un  feu  nourri  sur  tous  les  points  oH  nous  entendions  travailler. 

Notre  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  a  M  d*un  homme  tu6  et  de  2  blesses. 

JoumSe  du  4  Oct,  L*ennemi  a  diri^6  le  feu  de  toutes  les  pieces  de  la  battene 
[u'il  avait  sur  la  croupe  de  la  hauteur  de  St.  Michel,  afin  de  faire  ^bouler  let  tents 
e  la  br^che  ouverte  par  la  mine  k  la  partie  haute  du  camp  retranch^ :  nous  avons 
contrari^  ce  feu  autant  que  possible  par  celui  de  nos  batteries. 

Dans  la  matinee,  Tennemi  a  place  un  obusier  derri^re  le  monlin  delasHuelm 
une  pidce  de  8  derri^re  la  maison  du  Roi,  et  une  pi^e  de  4  dans  le  champ  de  la 
ville  sur  la  rive  droite  de  TArlanson ;  pendant  toute  la  joum^  il  a  fait  un  ftn 
soutenu  de  ces  bouches  k  feu. 

A  5^  heures  du  soir,  Tennemi  donna  le  feu  d.  la  mine  qu*il  avait  pr^parle  fooi 
la  partie  basse  du  camp  retranch^  :  Texplosion  ftit  tr^s  forte ;  aussitftt  une  cotonne 
de  ^enadiers  se  porta  brusquement  sur  la  brdche,  tandis  qu*une  autore  colonae 
assaillait  en  m^me  temps  la  br^che  anciennement  fait  un  peu  plus  loin.  Vti^ 
nemi,  malgr^  notre  feu  dirig^  sur  lui  k  brAle-pourpoint,  nous  for9a  par  ses  eftrti 
redoubles  a  nous  r^tirer  derri^re  nos  coupiu'es.  Ce  fut  en  vain  qu'il  tenta  de  nooi 
en  d^loger,  mais  il  resta  maltre  des  2  br^ches  et  du  camp  retranch^. 

Nous  avions  commence  un  rctranchement  en  arri^re  de  Templacement  qn« 
nous  supposions  que  la  nouvelie  br^che  devait  occuper,  mais  ce  retranchement  it 
trouvait  si  peu  avanc6  que  nous  ne  pAmes  nous  en  servu*. 

16«  Nuit,  du4au5  Oct,  L'ennemi,  profitant  de  la  nuit,  qui  mit  fin  k  Tactioo* 
couronna  les  2  brdches,  et  retouma  contre  le  fort  une  partie  dies  parapets  da  camp 
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retranch^ ;  il  pouflsa  ensuite  une  sape  sur  lea  aaillants  de  la  3"^  enceinte,  et  ouvrit 
une  tranches  qui  enveloppa  le  front  d'attaque.  Nous  continu&mes  de  tenir  deiv 
ri^e  les  coupures  et  dans  les  petits  logementa  pratiques  aax  saillants  de  la  con* 
trescarpe. 

A  2  henresy  Tennemi  fit  une  nouvelle  tentative  pour  noua  d^Ioger  de  nos 
coupures;  mais  il  fut  si  bien  re9U  par  notre  fusillade  qu'iln'osapas  amver  jusqu*i 
nous. 

Notre  perte  a  M  de  27  hommes  tu6s  et  de  42  blesses.  Celle  de  Tennemi  doit 
avoir  €i6  tr^grande,  h  en  juger  par  les  hommes  tu6s  qui  sontrest^s  dans  Touvrage 
dont  il  s'est  empar6. 

Joumie  du  b  Oct,  L^ennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux  dans  les  parties  hautes  et 
basses  du  camp  retranch^,  et  il  s'est  ^tabli  dans  le  foBs6  de  la  contre-garde.  Le 
gouverneur,  voulant  le  chasser,  fit  sortir  une  coropagnie  de  voltigeurs  du  34"* 
r6gt,  une  compagnie  du  130°**,  et  un  d^tachement  de  la  2"**  compaenie  de 
pionniers :  ces  troupes  marchdrent  h,  Tennemi  avec  la  plus  grande  audace,  et 
tu^rent  k  la  ba'ionnette  tons  ceux  qui  ne  furent  pas  assez  lestes  pour  se  retirer. 
Nous  r^occupAmes  le  camp  retranch^,  oii  nous  restAmes  jusqu'lL  ce  que  les  travaux 
de  Tennemi  turent  ras^.  Nous  nous  retirdmes  ensuite  lentement,  emportant  les 
ffabions,  les  armes,  et  les  outils  que  les  Anglais  avaieiit  abandonn^  Cette  exp^ 
oition  fut  tr^s  meurtridre  pour  I'ennemi. 

17*  Nuity  du5  ttu6  Oct,  L*ennemi,  avantr^occup^  le  camp  retranch^,  recom- 
men9a  ses  travaux  pour  s'y  loger.  II  ^tablit  k  Tun  des  saillants  de  la  partie  sup6- 
rieure  une  communication  qui  devait  se  prolonger  jusqu'k  la  con  trescarpe  de  la 
deuxitoe  enceinte,  et  il  ddmasqua  une  nouvelle  batterie  de  4  bouches  k  feu  sur  la 
hauteur  de  St  Michel. 

Le  fo8s6  de  la  deuxi^me  enceinte  sur  le  front  attaqu6  6tant  k  la  dispomtion  de 
Tennemi,  on  y  dtablit  un  barrage  en  palissades  |>our  la  siiret^  des  postes  ^tablis 
dans  les  petits  loeements  pratiqu^  aux  saillants  ae  contrescarpe. 

Nous  eilmes,  dians  les  24  lieures,  17  hommes  de  tu^  et  48  de  bless^. 

JournSe  du  6  Oct.  L'ennemi  fit  feu  de  sa  nouvelle  batterie  sur  la  nointe  de  la 
deuxidme  enceinte  pour  miner  le  palissadement  et  faire  ^oiUer  le  talus  de  Tescarpe : 
les  pieces  qu*il  avait  placdes  sur  la  rive  gauche  de  I'Arlanzon  soutinrent  cette 
batterie,  qui  fut  dirig^  ensuite  contre  le  lane  de  la  contre-garde,  afin  d'y  faire 
br^he.  Nous  entreprimes  aussitdt  2  coupures  de  ce  c6t^,  pour  renfermer  Ten- 
nemi  dans  le  d^bouche  de  la  brdche  et  Tobliger  k  la  couronner.  On  creusa  aussi 
3  foumeaux  sous  les  3  saillants  du  camp  retranch6,  ou  Ton  supposait  que  Ten- 
nemi  devait  s'etabUr.  Nous  eiimes  beaucoup  k  souffirir  du  feu  de  Pennemi  dans 
ces  divers  travaux. 

18*  Nuit,  du  6  au  7  Oct,  De  part  et  d*autre,  la  nuit  fut  employee  k  acc416rer 
les  travaux  commences.  Le  manque  de  mat^riaux  nous  obbgea  de  d^couvrir 
plusieurs  baraques  pour  avoir  des  bois  propres  k  faire  des  augets,  d'employer  des 
pieces  de  drap  destinies  k  Thabillement,  pour  confectionner  les  saucissons,  et  du 
bois  vert  pour  £ure  les  fusses. 

Notre  perte  a  4i6  de  5  hommes  tu^s  et  9  blesses. 

Joumie  du  7  Oct,  L'ennemi  fit  une  portion  de  tranch6e  de  sa  droite  k  sa  gauche 
dans  le  camp  retranchd.  Notre  artillerie  se  trouva  trop  ^ev^e  pour  inqui^ter  ce 
travail  d'une  mani^re  efficace. 

La  br^he  du  flanc  de  la  contre-garde  permettant  k  Tennemi  de  prendre  k  dos 
une  des  coupures  voisines,  on  fut  oblig^  de  ddtruire  cette  coupure,  et  d'en  faire  une 
autre  plus  en  arridre. 

19*  Nuit,  du7  auS  Oct,  L'ennemi  continuant  ses  travaux  dans  le  camp  re- 
tranche  contre  la  deuxi^me  encemte,  et  paraissant  mdme  y  vouloir  dinger  une  attaque 
soulerraine,  le  gouverneur  ordonna  une  nouvelle  sortie.  Trois  compagnies  de 
grenadiers,  deux  sections  de  voltieeura,  et  un  d^tachement  de  pionniers  et  de  tra- 
vaiUeurs,  d^bouch^rent  avec  rapidit6,  et  march^rent  avec  une  telle  precision  sur 
les  debouches  par  lesquels  Tennemi  communiquait  k  sa  parallMe,  que  tout  ce  qui 
se  trouvait  dans  le  camp  retranch^  honnis  2  officiers  Anglais  et  36  soldats  faits 
prisonniers,  fut  pass6  k  la  bai'onnette  par  les  voltigeurs,  et  enterr^  dans  les  tran- 
ch^es.  Nos  troupes,  apr^s  avoir  combfe  les  travaux  de  Tennemi,  firent  leur  re- 
traite  en  bon  ordre.  Nous  e6mes  dans  cette  sortie  un  officier  et  10  hommes  de 
tads,  2  officiers  et  20  de  blesses. 

Joumie  du  8  Oct,    L'ennemi  revint  dans  le  camp  retranoh^  et,  post^  denize 
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lea  parapets,  il  (it  un  grand  feu  sur  la  place.  La  batterie  de  br^he  qu'il  avait 
^tablie  k  la  gorge  de  I'ouyrage  k  comes  de  St.  Michel  cpntmua  k  tirer  sur  le 
pan  coup€  ae  Tangle  de  la  contre-garde,  et  dans  rapr^midi  la  br^be  se  trouvm 
praticable. 

11  ^tait  fort  difficile  de  r^tablir  le  retranchement  consiruit  au  sommet  de  cette 
brdche ;  on  se  contenta  d*^tablir  sous  les  d^combres  un  cliapelet  de  bombes,  aiin 
de  faire  sauter  rennemi  au  moment  oii  il  entrerait  dans  la  contre-garde. 

20*  NuU,  duS  au9  Oct,  La  gamison,  s*attendant  h  un  assaut^  resta  toute  Im 
nuit  sous  les  armes  derri^re  la  brdche  et  sur  le  parapet ;  mais,  soit  que  Fennemi 
ne  se  crdt  pas  assez  siir  de  ses  ddbouch^,  soit  qu'il  ei^t  mal  jug6  la  brdche,  il  ne 
tenta  aucune  attaque.  II  employa  la  nuit  k  se  porter  par  un  zigzag  dans  le  fosa^ 
de  la  partie  haute  du  camp  retranch^,  et  k  pousser  un  boyau  k  la  sape  volante  daas 
le  terre-plein  de  la  partie  basse,  pour  intercepter  par  ces  feux  notre  communication 
k  cet  ouvrage.  Nous  travaill&mes  une  partie  de  la  nuit  k  couronner  la  br^che  nwtc 
des  sacs  k  terre. 

Nous  avons  eu  1 1  hommes  de  tu^  et  21  de  bless^. 

Joumie  du  9  Oct.  L*ennemi  a  pouss^  son  cheminement  dans  la  partie  basse  da 
camp  retrench^  jusqu'aupres  de  la  premiere  coupure,  dont  il  espdrait  s'emparer,  poor 
nous  faire  ^vacuer  ensuite  les  petites  places  d'armes  ^ue  nous  occupions  encore 
sur  la  contrescarpe  de  la  deuxi^me  enceinte.  Pour  ^viter  d*6tre  toum^  derri^re 
cette  coupure,  nous  y  limes  aussitdt  un  crochet  en  retraite  sur  la  gauche. 

La  batterie  qu*avait  I'ennemi  sur  la  croupe  de  St.  Michel  tira  a  boulets  rouges 
centre  les  bAtiments  du  fort;  il  y  mit  le  feu,  mais  nous  paryinmes  presque  i 
sitdt  k  r^teindre. 

21*  Nuiif  du  9  aulO  Oct,     La  br^che  ^tant  praticable,  nous  nous  attendu 
k  Stre  attaqu^s ;  mais  I'ennemi  ne  bougea  point.     Nous  travaill&mes  avec  activity 
k  escarper  le  pied  de  la  br^che. 

Noire  perte,  dans  les  24  heures,  fut  de  3  hommes  tu6s  et  de  15  bless^ 

Joumie  du  10  Oct,  L^ennemi,  qui  toute  la  nuit  n'ayait  cess^  de  faire  une 
vive  fusillade,  Tecommen9a  au  jour  son  tir  k  boulets  rouges.  Le  feu  prit  il  des 
caisses  dans  la  salle  d'armes,  qu'il  a  fallu  ^vacuer,  et  nous  f&mes  oblig^  de  briller 
les  armes,  hors  de  service,  ne  sachant  oii  les  placer. 

Depuis  plusieurs  jours,  le  tem^  ^tait  extrdmement  pluvieux,  et  la  gamiaon, 
qui  depuis  le  commencement  du  si^ge  6tait  sans  abri  et  toujours  de  senrice,  sonf- 
frait  beaucoup.     Un  tambour  du  34*^  passa  k  Fennemi. 

22*  Nuit,  ^tf  10  au  11  Oct.  La  nuit  se  passa  sans  aucun  ^v^nement,  et  Teii- 
nemi  ne  fit  aucun  travail  ostensible ;  nous  prdsumAmes  qu'il  dirigeait  ime  attaque 
souterraine  sous  le  flanc  de  la  contre-garde  le  long  du  mur  du  camp  retranefa^. 

Nous  edmes  4  hommes  de  tu&  et  4  de  bless^. 

Joumie  duW  Oct,  L*ennemi  continua  de  tirer  k  boulets  rouges  pour  d^truire 
nos  6tablissements. 

23*  Nuit,  du  11  au  12  Oct.  Le  temps,  qui  avait  ^t^  tr^mauvais  dans  la 
joum6e,  devint  afireux  pendant  la  nuit,  et  le  soldat,  constamment  sous  les  armea 
et  sans  abri,  souffrit  beaucoup. 

L'ennemi  prolbngea,  k  la  sape  volante,  un  logement  qu'il  avait  commence  prda 
de  la  contre-garde. 

Nous  eikmes,  dans  les  24  heures,  4  hommes  de  tu6s  et  4  de  bless^. 

JoumSe  du  12  Oct.  La  pluie  continua  de  tomber  avec  violence,  et  nous  f&mea 
obliges  de  renouveler  les  saucissons  de  foumeaux  que  nous  avions  pr^par^  soua 
le  terre-plein  de  ladeuxi^me  enceinte.  L'ennemi  ne  cessade  tirer  4  bcnilets  rouges. 

24*  NuU,  du  12  au  13  Oct.    L'ennemi  ne  fit  aucuns  travaux  apparents. 

Nous  eilmes,  dans  les  24  heures,  4  hommes  de  tu6s  et  8  de  blessds. 

JoumSe  dulS  Oct,  Nous  entreprtmes  un  retranchement  sur  la  rampe  du  r^duit, 
pour  arrSter  Tenncmi  lorsqu'il  donnerait  I'assaut  k  la  deuxitoe  enceinte. 

25«  Nuit,  du  1 3  ati  14  Oct.     La  nuit  s*est  pass^e  sans  aucun  ^v^emenL 

Nous  avons  eu  un  homme  de  bless^. 

JoumSe  du  14  Oct,  L'ennemi  reprit  le  feu  de  toutes  ses  batteries  de  St.  Michel, 
et  de  la  rive  droite  de  1' Arlanzon ;  nous  y  ripostimes  avec  vigueur.  Sur  le  soir, 
nous  entendimes  scier  du  bois  dans  le  foss^  de  la  premiere  enceinte,  prds  du  point  oik 
nous  soupfonnions  qu*il  dirigeait  une  attaque  souterraine ;  nous  en  conclilmes  que, 
ses  foumeaux  ^tant  charges,  il  s'occupait  de  les  bourrer,  ou  qu'il  d^bitait  du  bois 
pour  faire  des  chassis  de  mne^ 
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20*  NmU,  du\A  au  15  OeL  Nous  tupposAines  que  rennemi  contintwit  ion 
altaqiie  ■outenmine  sous  la  traverse  du  camp  retranche.  L'approvisionnement  en 
viande  diminuant  consid^rablement,  le  gouvemeur  ordonna  qu*il  n'en  serait  plus, 
distribu^  par  jour  qu*un  quart  de  ration  k  chaque  soldat. 

Nous  etkmes  un  homme  de  tu^  et  2  de  blesses.  ' 

Joumie  du  15  Oct,  L'ennemi  a  fait  tous  ses  efforts  pour  d^motiter,  par  son 
artillerie,  notre  batterie  principale  ^tublie  au  donjon  ;  mais  nous  ripostdmes  ayec 
uue  telle  viyacit^,  qu'apris  une  lutte  d'une  demi-beure  Tennemi  fut  oblig^  de 
cesser  son  feu. 

Nous  per^dmes  6  embrasures  dans  la  faiisse  braie  du  donjon,  afin  de  battre  le  terre- 
|>lein  du  r^duit  dans  la  partie  oil  rennemi  avait  commence  une  br^cbe  k  la  cour- 
tine.  Nous  fSmes  ^ffalement  2  crochets,  pour  servir  de  retrancheroent  contre 
cette  m^me  brdche,  a  la  communication  6tablie  dans  le  terre-plein  du  r^uit,  et 
aboutlssant  k  T^glise  de  la  Blanca. 

27*  Nuit,  du  15  au  16  Oct.    L'ennemi  ne  fit  aucun  mouvement  ostensible. 
Nous  eiimes,  dans  les  24  heures,  7  bommes  de  blessds. 
Joumie  du  16  Oct.     L'ennemi  a  tir^  sur  la  br^che  du  r^uit. 
28*  NuU,  du  16  au  17  Oct.     L'ennemi  travailla  au  logement  qu^il  avait  fait 
derri^e  la  traverse  du  camp  retranch^.     Nous  pensimes  qu'il  continuait  k  poiisser 
une  gallerie  souterraine.     Nous  entendimes  pendant  la  nuit  un  grand  mouvement 
de  voitures. 

Nous  ei^mes  4  bommes  de  blesses. 

Joumie  du  17  Oct,  L'ennemi  a  fait  un  feu  continuel  de  toutes  ses  batteries, 
et  a  cherch^  principalement  k  agrandir  la  br^he  de  la  contre*  garde,  et  celle  du 
r^uit,  qui  le  soir  mdme  se  sont  trouv^es  praticablea. 

Les  travaux  de  l'ennemi  derridre  la  premise  coupure  du  camp  retrancb^  nous 
donnant  la  certitude  qu*il  y  pr^parait  une  mine,  noiu  pr^par&mes  une  fougasse  pour 
faire  sauter  son  logement.  Kile  6tait  finie  k  7  heures  du  soir,  lorsque  l'ennemi  fit 
jouer,  pr^  de  notre  traverse,  un  foiinieau,  aui  ne  fitd'autre  effet  que  del'^branler 
et  d*abattre  une  portion  de  la  palissade.  L'ennemi  se  pr^nta  pour  emporter 
eette  traverse ;  ce  qui  donna  lieu  k  une  vive  fiuillade,  sans  autre  r^ultat  que 
quelques  bommes  bless^  de  part  et  d'autre. 

29*  NuU,  du  17  au  IS  Oct.  Nous  travailUUnes  k  d^kyer  le  pied  de  la  br^lie 
du  r^uit  et  k  jeter  les  terres  du  cdt^  oppos^  pour  faire  un  nouveau  masque 
derri^re  la  br^he  de  la  contre-garde. 

Nous  e&mes,  dans  les  24  beures,  un  bomme  de  tu^  2  officiers  et  15  bommes  de 
bless^ 

Joumie  du  IS  Oct.  L'ennemi  fit  d^  le  matin  un  feu  vigoui-eux  de  toutes  ses 
batteries  pour  perfectionner  les  bribes,  et  il  r^unit  dans  ses  tranches  8  bataillons, 
divis^s  en  3  colonnes,  pour  donner  I'assaut 

A  4  beures  du  soir,  au  feu  d'une  mine  pr^par^  sous  la  terrasse  de  T^lise  de 
San  Roman,  qui  fit  sauter  tout  le  mur  cr^nele  qui  entoundt  cette  ^lise,  les  trois 
eolonnes  de  l'ennemi  s'^branl^rent  et  se  port^rent  brusquement,  la  premiere  sur  la 
br^cbe  de  San  Roman,  la  seconde  sur  fa  pointe  de  la  deuxidme  enceinte,  et  la 
troisidme  siir  la  br^he  de  la  contre-garde  au  cdt^  de  St  Michel.  La  oompagnie 
qui  ^tait  k  San  Roman,  n'ayant  pu  arrSter  l'ennemi,  se  replia  derriere  la  seconde 
enceinte,  et  Ton  mit  aussitdt  le  feu  aux  poudres  qui  ^taient  plac^es  dans  I'^glise  : 
I'explosion  fut  telle  que  cette  ^lise  s'^croula  en  entier,  et  ^asa  un  grand  nombre 
d* Anglais  qui  y  6taient  entr^,  tandis  que  le  feu  de  la  demi-lune  battait  en  flanc 
toute  la  colonne.  L'ennemi  6pouvante  se  retira  en  d^rdre  dans  les  maisons  de 
la  ville  d'oii  il  6tait  sorti. 

La  seconde  colonne,  qui  tentait  I'escalade  de  la  deuxi^me  enceinte,  fut  re9ue 
avec  tant  de  vigueur  qu  elle  ^houa  ^alemeut 

L'attaque  seule  de  la  brdcbe  de  la  contre-earde,  que  fit  la  troisi^me  colonne,  et 
pour  laquelle  l'ennemi  avait  r^rv6  ses  meiUeures  troupes,  r^ussit  un  instant,  et 
quelques  Anglais  p^ii^tr^rent  jusque  dans  le  terre-plein  du  r^duit.  Mais  le  combat 
cnangea  bient6t  de  face,  et  l'ennemi  fut  renvers^  aux  cris  de  *  Vive  VEmpereur  /' 
aprds  avoir  vu  massacrer  sur  la  br^he  ceux  qui  s'^taient  le  plus  avanc^.  Ce 
succ^s  fut  dA  en  partie  k  M.  Villermet,  capitaine  des  voltigeurs  du  34»«,  qui  fut 
tnd  k  la  fin  du  combat 

L'action  a  dur^  une  heure.  Parmi  les  bommes  tu^  que  l'ennemi  a  perdus  sur 
la  br^he,  se  trouve  un  major  Hanovrien.  Nous  e^mes  1 1  bommes  de  tu^s  et  30 
de  bles86s. 
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30*  NuUf  dulS  aulO  Oct,  Nous  prdramions  que  Tennemi  tenterait  un  nouvel 
assaut ;  en  cont^quence  la  garniton  s  est  tenue  constamment  sous  les  armes. 
.  JournSe  du\9  Oct,  Nous  avons  entrepris  une  nouvelle  traverse,  pour  couTrir 
la  communication  de  la  demi-lune  k  la  deuxi^me  enceinte,  dans  le  cas  oii  Tennenii 
viendrait  k  forcer  le  front  de  San  Roman,  que  nous  ne  pouvions  garder  qu'arec 
peu  de  monde. 

Dans  la  mating,  une  sortie  ^de  la  gamison  eut  lien  pour  reprendre  le  poate  de 
San  Roman ;  Tennemi  en  fut  chass^  et  nous  d^truisimes  le  logement  qu*il  y  avait 
commence. 

31*  NuUf  du  19  au  20  OcL  Vers  9  heures  du  soir,  Tennemi,  profitant  du  maa- 
vais  temps,  et  croyant  surprendre  le  poste  de  la  petite  traverse  que  nous  occupiona 
encore  dans  le  camp  retranch^,  se  pr^nta  avec  des  ^chelles  poiur  Tescalader, 
mais  il  fiit  re^u  par  une  si  viva  fusillade  ou'il  se  retira  sans  rien  tenter. 

Nous  crimes  uu  homme  de  tu^  et  6  de  oless^. 

JountSe  du  20  Oct.  L'ennemi  s*^tant  de  nouveau  ^tabli  k  San  Roman,  iin« 
seconde  sortie  eut  lieu  pour  reprendre  ce  poste  et  y  ^tablir  des  fougasses.  La 
garde  ennemie  fut  mise  en  fuite,  aprds  avoir  perdu  6  ou  8  hommes  tu6s  ou  blcss<?i, 
et  nos  troupes  ne  se  retir^rent  qu*li  la  nuit. 

On  commen9a  un  foss^  au  pied  de  la  br^he  du  r^uit  pour  en  augmenter 
I'escarpement. 

32*  ViuiV,  du  20  dtf  21  Oct,  La  gamison  passa  toute  la  nuit  sous  les  annea 
dans  I'attente  d*un  nouvel  assaut,  que  Ton  avait  lieu  d'appr^hender  par  le  grand 
nombre  de  troupes  ennemies  que  1  on  avait  vu  entrer  dans  les  boyaux. 

Nous  eOmes,  dans  les  24  heures,  un  homme  de  tud  et  8  de  bless^ 

Joumie  du  21  Oct,  L'ennemi  avait  r^occup6  San  Roman  ;  mais  ne  s'^tont  pa« 
asses  avanc^  pour  6tre  en  prise  k  nos  fougasses,  nous  n'y  mimes  pas  le  feu,  et 
nous  fimes  une  nouvelle  sortie  sur  ce  point  pour  en  construire  deux  autres.  Cette 
sortie,  soutenue  par  le  feu  de  nos  batteries,  a  eu  le  mSme  succes  que  celles  qui 
avaient  d^j&  eu  lieu«    Nous  fimes  5  prisonniers. 

Nous  vlmes  pendant  le  jour  beaucoup  de  mouvements  de  troupes  sur  les  hauteun 
du  c6t^  de  la  route  de  France,  ce  qui  nous  fit  penser  que  les  ann^  ^taient  ea 
pr^encc,  et  nous  donna  Tespoir  d'une  promote  ddlivrance. 

Nous  eCUnes,  dans  la  joum^,  un  homme  de  tud  et  2  de  blesses. 

33*  Nuity  citi  21  oil  22  Oct.  L'ennemi  est  rest^  assez  tranouiUe  dans  ses  tran- 
cb^es ;  mais  on  a  entendu  beaucoup  de  bruit  dans  la  ville  et  dans  les  environs. 

Joumie  du  22  Oct,  Une  demi-heure  avant  le  jour,  on  entendit  une  forte  ex- 
plosion qui  eut  lieu  sur  la  hauteur  de  St  Michel,  et  la  fusillade  cessa  presque 
en  m6me  temps  sur  tout  le  front  d'attaque.  Ou  reconnut  au  iour  que  l'ennemi 
s'^tait  retir^  et  battait  en  retraite,  apr^s  avoir  mis  le  feu  Ik  1  arsenal  de  la  ville, 
oii  il  6tait  restd  beaucoup  d'objets  lors  de  la  retraite  de  Tarm^e.  Le  gouvemeux 
envoya  aussitdt  en  ville  deux  compagnies  d'^lite,  avec  un  d^tacbement  de  pipn- 
niers,  pour  ^teindre  Tincendie :  ces  troupes  y  r^ussirent  en  sacrifiant  une  ai|e  da 
bAtiment,  et  firent  encore  quelques  prisonniers.  A  10  heures  du  matin,  Tavant- 
garde  de  I'arm^e  Fran9aise  parut  k  Villa  Frias  \  k\\  heures  elle  fut  reconnue,  ci 
entra  dans  la  ville.  ^ 

Tel  est  le  narr^  fidMe  des  ^vdnements  qui  ont  eu  lieu  pendant  le  si^,  qui  a 
dur^  35  jours.  L'ennemi  a  fait  5  brdches,  soit  par  la  mine,  soit  par  le  canon,  ei 
a  livr6  5  assauts,  dont  un  seul  lui  a  r^ussi.  De  notre  cdt^,  nous  avons  fait  5 
sorties,  aui  toutes  ont  ^t^  couronn6es  de  succes.  Une  voix  unanime  porte  la 
perte  de  rennemi  k  plus  de  2000  hommes.  La  n6tre  a  ^t^  de  16  officiers  et  607 
sous-officiers  et  soldats,  dont  304  ont  M  tu^,  ou  sont  morts  des  suites  da  leuif 
ble^ures. 

Le  filar6cbal  Prince  d'Essliog  au  Roi  d'Espsgne.  Oct  181X 

J'ai  re^u  les  lettres  que  V.  M.  m'a  fait  Thonneur  de  m'^crire  per  le  mkk.  Luoot 
et  per  son  courrier.  Je  i)rend8  la  liberty  d'adresser  k  V.  M.  I'^tat  de  situatioo  de 
I'anii^  de  Portugal,  que  je  viens  de  recevoir.  Le  g^n.  Souham  me  pr^eat  qu*il 
s'est  port6  sur  Burgos  avec  un  renfort  de  10,000  hommes  de  TarmGe  ao  Nord  pov 
d^gager  le  fort,  qui  se  trouve  vivement  press^  per  Lord  Wellington.  Le  g^a. 
Souham  m'essure  que  Lord  Wellington  est  devant  Burgos  avec  60,000  homttiM, 
An^iais,  Portugais,  et  Espagnola,  et  que  3  divisions  venant  de  Madrid  doivent  le 
rejomdre. 

L*offieier  d'ordounance  que  V.  M.  a  envoyd  k  Tarm^  de  Portugal  m'a  assort  k 
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son  retour  ici,  qu*il  dtait  porteurdes  lettresde  change  dont  V.  M.  m'a  fait  I'honneur 
de  me  parler  dans  sa  lettre  du  27  Sept  J'ai  ^t^  absolument  Stranger  k  l*envoi  dea 
fbnds  clont  le  g^.  Lhuillier  a  M  charge. 

Ma  sant^  est  k  peu  prds  toujours  la  mdme.  J'attends  que  S.  M.  rEmpereur 
ait  prononc^  mon  rappel. 

Que  V.  M.  daigne  croire  k  tous  mes  regrets  de  ne  pouroir  lui  donner  dea  nou- 
velles  preuves  de  mon  sincere  et  respectueux  ddrouement. 

Le  gte^l  Tbouvenot  &  S.  B.  k  Due  de  Feltre,  Mlaittre  de  la  Guerre. 

Vitoria,]e26  0ctl81X 
J'ai  riionneur  d  adresser  ci-joint  k  Votre  Excellence  I'extrait  des  rapports  qui 
me  sent  parvenus  anjourd'hui.  L'escadre  Anglaise  a  enti^rement  disparu  de  la 
¥iie  des  cdtes  du  4"**  gmivemement,  mp.is  roccupation  de  BQbao,  Castro,  et  San- 
tander  par  les  ennemis  erap^cherait  probablement  pendant  I'hiyer  toute  commu- 
nication par  mer  aree  Santofia.  Quelques  cliuloupes  ou  trincadoures  isoldes  pour- 
ront  bien  passer  de  nuit,  mais  je  doute  qu*on  puisse  introduire  dans  cette  place 
aucuns  forts  convois  de  rtrres  et  de  munitions.  Cependant  la  conservation  de  San- 
toila  doit  constamment  fixer  Tattention,  pour  que  cette  place  ne  soit  pas  obligee 
de  se  rendre  faute  de  vivres  et  de  munitions.  Les  mois  s  <$cou1ent  vite,  et  au  retour 
de  la  croisi^re  Anglaise  au  printemps  prochain,  cette  place  importante  serait  com- 
promise, si  d'ici  k  cette  ^poque  on  n*y  introduisait  pas  des  vivres.  J'ai  constam- 
ment r^Iam^  Toccupation  de  la  c6te  de  mani^re  k  empdcher  toute  communication 
par  mer  entre  les  croisi^res  et  les  bandes.  C'est  alora  qu'on  pourra  commence r 
k  am61iorer  notre  position  dans  le  4"^  gouvememeut,  et  parvenir  successivement  4 
la  destruction  de  1  ennemi. 

Le  Dae  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre,  an  Roi  d'Rspagne.       Paris,  le  10  Nor.  1813. 

La  lettre  cbiffr^e  que  V.  M.  m*a  ^rite  de  Requena  le  18  Oct.  m'est  parvenue 
11  y  a  quelques  iours,  etjeTai  sur-le-champ  transmise  k  TEmpereur,  qui  ne  la 
recevra,  toutefois,  que  19  jours  apr^  le  depart  de  cette  m^me  lettre  de  Paris.  A 
la  distance  od  I'Empereur  se  trouve  de  sa  capitale,  il  est  des  clioses  sur  lesquelles 
la  politioue  force  k  fenner  les  yeux,  du  moins  momentan^ment  Si  la  conduite  de 
M.  le  Mar^chal  Due  de  Dalmatie  est  ^uivoque  et  cauteleuse;  si  ses  d-marches 

Fr^ntent  le  mSme  aspect  que  celles  qu'il  parait  avoir  faites,  et  qui  ont  ^r4c6d6 
abandon  du  Portugal  apr^  la  prise  d'Oporto,  il  viendra  un  moment  ou  I'Em- 
pereur pourra  I'en  punir,  s'il  le  juge  convenable,  et  peut-^tre  est-il  moins  dan- 
sereux  oil  il  est  qu*il  ne  le  serait  ici,  od  quelques  factieux  ont  pu,  du  sein  m^me 
des  prisons  qui  les  renfermaient,  m^diter,  en  Vabsence  de  I'Empereur,  une  revo- 
lution contre  I'Empereur  et  sa  dynastie,  et  presque  I'ex^^uter,  le  2  et  3  Opt.  dernier. 
Je  Dense  done,  Sire,  qu'il  est  prudent  de  ne  pas  pousaer  k  bout  le  Marshal  Due 
de  Dalmatie,  tout  en  contrariant  sous  main  les  d-marches  ambitieuses  qu'il  pour- 
rait  tenter,  et  en  s'assurant  de  la  iid61ite  des  principaux  officiers  de  1  armee  du 
Midi  envers  I'Empereur,  et  m^me  de  celle  des  Espagnols  qu'il  tratne  k  sa  suite. 
L'arme  du  ridicule,  qu'il  est  facile  de  manier  en  cette  occasion;  suflira,  ce  me 
semble,  pour  d^jouer  ses  coupables  projets,  s'ils  existent,  et  le  ramener  k  son 
devoir,  sauf  k  faire  prendre  par^  la^  suite  des  pnScautions  pour  qu'il  ne  s'en  ^carte 
jamais. 

Quoi  qu'il  en  soit,  je  suls  incontestablement  dans  la  n^essitd  d'attendre  les 
ordres  de  I'Empereur  sur  le  contenu  de  la  lettre  de  V.  M.,  dat^  de  Requena,  le 
18  Oct.  Elle  voit,  par  la  pr^nte,  que  je  partage  ses  sentimens  sur  I'objet  dont 
elle  traite  ;  je  viens  d'etre  assez  heureux  pour  donner  k  I'Empereur  et  k  sa  famille 
de  nouvelles  preuves  de  ma  fid^t^  et  de  mon  attachement,  et  je  suis  assur^  que 
si  v.  M.  connaSt  les  details  de  ma  conduite  le  2  et  3  Oct.,  elle  Im  tronvera  con- 
forme  aux  sentimens  que  je  me  suis  fait  un  plaisir  de  lui  exprimer  en  fisveur  de 
TEmpereur  et  de  sa  famille  au  moment  oil  j'ai  pris  cong^  de  V.  M.  k  Luneville, 
il  y  a  quelques  ann^es,  &c.  &c, 

Le  Bfar^chal  Joordan  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Salamanque,  ee  10  Nov.  1812. 
Ainsi  que  i'ai  Thonneur  d'en  pr^venir  V.  E.,  par  ma  lettre  du  3  courant,  le, 
Roi  est  parti  le  4  de  Madrid  avec  sa  Garde.     Ce  roSme  jour,  S.  M.  a  ^tabli  son 
quartier  g^ndral  k  Guadarrama:  la  cavalerie  de  Tarmde  du  Midi  a  occupd  San 
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Antonio  de  las  Navas  et  Villa  Castin ;  ime  partie  de  rinfanterie  est  renue  li  Espinar 
et  la  Venta  San  Raphael ;  Tautre  partie  est  rest^  k  Guadarrama  et  Galapagar. 

Dans  la  nuit  du  4  au  5,  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  rendit  compte  au  Roi  que  le 
g^n^ral  Hill  continuait  sa  retraite,  et  qu'il  paraissait  se  dinger  sur  Arevalo,  oil 
on  disait  qii'il  devaitse  r^unir  k  Lord  Wellington.  Le  Roi  n*avait  ancime  nouvelle 
eertaine  ae  rarm<Se  de  Portugal ;  cependant  tous  lea  renaeignemens  qu'on  avait 
pu  se  procurer  portaient  que  cette  arm^  ^tait  arriv^  sur  la  rive  droite  du  Duero, 
que  Tennemi  avait  d^truit  tous  les  ponts,  et  que  Lord  Wellington  annon9ait  avoir 
rintention  de  Imsser  sur  la  rive  gauche  une  portion  de  son  armde  pour  observer 
celle  de  Portugal,  et  de  se  r^unir  avec  le  restant  au  g^n^ral  Hill  k  Arevalo,  poor 
coDibattre  sdpar^ment  Tarm^  du  Midi.  S.  M.  jugea  que  pour  ne  rien  eompro- 
mettre,  elleaevait  appeler  k  ellc  Tann^du  Centre,  qui  €tait  rcst^  k  Madrid.  £lle 
adressa  done  le  5  au  matin,  Tordre  k  M.  le  Comte  d'Erlon  de  partir  de  suite  dc 
Madrid,  et  de  se  porter  le  plus  rapidement  possible  sur  Villa  Castin,  d'oa  ensuita 
il  suivrait  la  direction  qu'aurait  pnse  Tarmee. 

Le  5,  le  Roi  porta  son  quartier  gdndral  k  Villa  Castin ;  ce  mdme  jour,  notre 
cavalerie  ^tant  arrive  sur  la  Boltoya,  elle  aper9ut  sur  la  rive  droite  de  cette  rividrela 
ravalerie  ennemie  qui  couvrait  la  marche  de  son  infanterie.  M.  Ic  Due  de  Dalmatie 
fit  presser  la  marche  de  son  infanterie,  et  il  reunit  quelques  divisions  k  Labajos,  les 
autres  rest^rent  aux  environs  de  Villa  Castin.  La  cavalerie  suivit  les  mouvemena 
de  Fennemi,  qui  prit  la  direction  de  Pefiaranda,  et  non  pas  celle  d'Arevalo.  Notrs 
cavalerie  prit  poste  k  Villa  Nueva  de  Gomez,  Blasco  Sancho,  et  Sancbidrian. 

Le  6,  le  Roi  porta  son  quartier  g^ndral  k  Arevalo,  et  toute  Tarm^  prit  cette 
direction. 

Le  7,  S.  M.  resta  k  Arevalo  ;  on  envoyades  reconnaissances  qui  communiqu^rent 
avec  Tarmde  de  Portugal,  qui  ^tait  arriv^  k  Medina  del  Campo.  Les  divi^oos 
de  Tarm^  du  Midi,  qui  <5taient  encore  enarridre,  continudrent  leur  mardie  sor 
Arevalo.  M.  le  g^n^l  Comte  Sotiham,  commandant  en  chef  Tarm^  de  Portugal, 
rendit  compte  au  Roi  que  Lord  Wellington  se  dirigeait  sur  Salamanque  avecquatre 
divisions  de  son  arm^  et  Tarm^  E^pagnole  commandde  par  Castafios. 

Le  8,  S.  M.  s^jouma  k  Arevalo ;  les  troupes  de  Tarm^  du  Midi,  qui  ^talent 
encore  en  arrI6re,  continu6rent  leur  marche,  et  Tarm^  du  Centre  arriva  k  Villa 
Castin ;  oe  m^me  jour,  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  porta  sa  cavalerie  sur  Pefiaranda, 
et  quelques  divisions  d'infanterie  vinrent  k  Flores  de  Avila. 

Le  9,  le  Roi  porta  son  quartier  g^^ral  k  Flores  de  Avila ;  I'arm^  du  Centre  so 
dirigea  sur  Fuentiveros ;  celle  de  Portugal  se  dirigea  sur  Villoria,  Babilafuente, 
et  Uuerta ;  la  cavalerie  de  I'arm^  du  Midi  se  porta  vers  Alba  de  Tonnes,  et  1  in- 
fanterie vint  k  Flores  de  Avila  et  k  Penaranda. 

Aujourd'hui  10,  le  Roi  est  arrivd  k  Pefiaranda,  ou  S.  M.  a  ^tabli  son  quartier 
gdn^ral :  M.  le  gdn^ral  Comte  d'Erlon  a  continue  son  mouvement  pour  venh' 
s*<$tab1ir  k  Macotera  et  aux  environs ;  Tarm^  de  Portugal  ach^ve  son  mouvement  sor 
Babilafiiente.  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  s*e8t  port^  sur  Alba  de  Tonnes  avec  sa 
cavalerie  et  une  Mutie  de  son  infanterie  Alba  de  Tormes  parait  §tre  fortement 
occup^.  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  a  fait  tirer  1500  coups  de  canon  sur  ce  poste  sans 
pouvoir  en  ddloger  Tennemi.  M.  le  g^ndnd  Comte  Souham  a  rendu  compte  que 
Lord  Wellington  occupe  la  position  de  San  Christoval,  en  avant  de  Salamanque. 

Pendant  cette  marche,  on  a  ramassd  quelques  centaines  de  prisonniers  et 
quelques  ^uipages^ 

Le  Roi  d'Espagne  au  Due  de  Fehre,  Ministie  de  la  Guerre. 

Salamanque,  ce  20  Kov.  1812. 

Par  ma  lettre  d'Arevalo,  du  9,  j'ai  pri^  V.  E.  d'annoncer  k  TEmpereur  la  r^ 
union  de  Tarm^  de  Portugal  aux  armces  du  Centre  et  du  Midi. 

Le  1 1 ,  je  me  portai  devant  Alba,  qui  ^tait  occup^  par  Tennemi.  Je  descendis  la 
Tormes  jusqu'k  Uuerta,  pour  observer  les  gu^s  et  reconnaltre  Tarm^  Anglaise. 
Elle  avait  pris  position  et  s'<Stendait  depuis  Alba  jusqu'k  San  Christoval ;  le  general 
Hill  k  la  droite,  et  Lord  Wellington  k  la  gauche.  L'ennemi  paraissant  ddcid^  k 
accepter  la  bataille,  j'ordonnai  tous  les  pr6paratifs  pour  le  passage  de  la  rivi^,  et 
je  fis  faire  toutes  les  dispositions  pour  le  14. 

J*ajoutai  au  commanaement  de  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  celui  de  deux  divisions 
d'infanterie  et  d'une  division  de  cavalerie  de  I'arm^  du  Centre.  Je  donnai  k  M. 
le  Comte  d'Erlon  le  commandement  de  I'arm^  de  Portugal,  et  je  mis  aux  ordres 
de  M.  le  gdndral  Merlin  ma  garde  et  les  troupes  Espagnoles. 
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La  position  occupy  par  rennemi  ^tait  fonniclable :  il  Tavait  ^tudi^  depuis  lon^ 
teinpe  ;  c'^tait  toujoura  celle  des  Arapiles.  Je  fus  d'abord  tent^  de  faire  attaquer 
de  front ;  enfonc^  dans  le  centre,  Tennemi  eUt  pa  #tre  s^par^  en  deux,  et  perdre 
la  moiti^  de  son  arm^.  Mais  je  fus  frapp^  ctes  obseryadons  des  g^n^raux  qui 
oonnaissaient  le  pays*  et  je  me  cC^dai  k  op^rer  siir  la  droite  de  Tennemi  en  pas* 
•ant  la  Tonnes  i  Gali-sancho. 

Les  arni^  du  Midi  et  du  Centre  devaient  effectuer  le  passage  le  14  au  matin; 
celle  de  Portugal  faire  des  demonstrations  sur  les  gu^  de  Uuerta,  vis-^vis  Alba 
de  Tonnes,  s'emparer  d*Alba  d^  que  cette  ville  serait  ^vacu^  par  I'effet  du 
mouvement  de  gauche,  et  se  mettre  en  ligne  avec  les  autres  arm^  apr^s  avoif 
efiectud  le  passage  k  Alba.  Dans  le  cas  oh  Alba  n'edt  p6s  ^t^  abandonn^,  elle 
devait  passer  la  rivi^  sur  les  m^mes  points  ou  auraient  pass^  les  armto  du  Micb 
et  du  Centre. 

Les  pontB  furent  jet^  sur  la  Tormes ;  mais  I'ardeur  du  soldat  ne  lui  permit  pas  d'en 
attendre  I'entier  ^tablissement ;  le  pusage  s'ex^cuta  tr^heureusement  dims  U 
mating  du  14.  Les  postes  d'observation  ennemis  furent  enlev^ ;  les  8000  hommes 
qui  d^fendaient  Alba  T^vacu^rent.  Dans  la  nuit  du  14  au  15,  les  arm<5es  ^taient 
iBur  la  rive  gauche  de  la  Tormes,  I'arm^  du  Midi  tenant  la  gauche  k  Mozarbes. 

La  cavalerie  des  arm^  du  Midi  et  du  Centre  fut  port^  dans  la  soir^  du  14  en 
avant  du  plateau  de  N*-  S*"  de  Otero.  Une  division  d'infanterie  ennemie  se 
montra,  soutenue  par  quelques  pieces  d'artillerie  qui  couronnaicnt  les  hauteurs. 
Elle  sembla  d'abora  vouloir  occuper  le  plateau ;  nous  nous  j  ^tabllmes.  11  parait 
que  son  mouvcment  n'avait  pour  but  que  de  couvrir  la  retraite  du  corps  qui  avait 


abandonn<$  Alba.  L'arm^  de  Portugal  eut  ordre  d'appuver  le  15,  sa  droite  du 
plateau  de  N**  S**  de  Otero ;  celles  du  Midi  et  du  Centre  de  fiure  un  mouvement 
sur  leur  gauche,  afin  de  se  porter  sur  la  droite  de  Tennemi  et  de  couper  sa  ligno 
d'op^rations.  Le  m^me  lour,  Tarm^  de  Portugal  occupait  ce  plateau,  et  les 
troupes  des  arm^  du  Midi  et  du  Centre  les  hauteurs  de  la  chapelle  de  N**  6*- 
de  Valbuena;  mais  les  mouvemens  de  I'ennemi  dtaient  cach^  par  une  brume 
^paisse,  k  laquelle  succ^da  une  pluie  non  interrompue,  qui  rendit  inihictueujc 
tons  les  efforts  qui  furent  tentds ;  les  moindres  ravins  ^talent  devenus  tout-k-coup 
des  torrens  qui  ff^n^rent  singuli^rement  tous  les  mouvemens. 

Cependant  plusieurs  explosions  eurcnt  lieu  k  Salamanque  et  annonc^nt  la  re- 
traite de  I'ennemi.  La  cavalerie  se  porta  sur  la  communication  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
L'arm^  ennemie  dtait  effectivement  en  pleine  retraite.  La  cavalene  suivit  le 
lendemain  16.  Quelques  milliers  de  prisonniers,  dont  beaucoup  d'officiers,  parmi 
lesqueb  le  g^n^ral  Paget,  commandant  la  l**  division  de  Parmee  Anglaise,  d^u- 
Goup  de  bagages,  beaucoup  de  voitures,  sont  tomb^  au  pouvoir  de  la  cavalerie  des 
vm^es  du  Midi,  de  Portugal,  et  du  Centre.  Les  rapports  particulicrs  des  gdn^ux 
commandant  les  ami^,  que  j'aurai  soin  d'adresser  k  V.  £.,  la  roettront  dans  le 
cas  de  ne  rien  laisser  ignorer  k  TEmpereur  de  ce  (jui  est  pass^. 

Je  ne  pense  pas  exag^-er  en  avancant  que  depuis  la  r^nion  de  Tarm^  du  Midi 
et  du  Centre,  qui  a  foro^  Tennemi  d*abandonner  ses  projets  sur  le  nord,  son  arm^ 
a  perdu  plus  de  12,000  hommes  k  Chinchilla,  au  passage  du  Tage,  k  Burgos,  k 
Cabezon,  sur  la  Tormes,  k  Matilla,  etc. 

Ordre.  Au  quartier  gin^ral  de  Salamanque,  ce  30  Nov.  IS  12. 

Nous,  Joseph  Napoleon,  Roi  d'Espagne  et  des  Indes,  Commandant  en  Chef  les 
arm^  Imp^riales  en  Espagne,  consid^rant  que  les  trois  arm^  du  Midi,  da 
Portugal,  et  du  Centre,  sont  destines  k  op^rer  ensemble  et  sous  notre  commande- 
ment  imm^iat,  qull  est  par  cons^uent  indispensable  de  centraliser  les  diverscs 
branches  de  service  des  trois  arm^,  et  d*en  confier  la  surveillance  k  un  ^tat  miyor 
g^^ral  oui  rdside  prte  de  nous ; 

Nous  ordonnons  ce  qui  suit : 

M.  le  g^dral  de  division  Lery  se  rendra  pr^  de  nous ;  il  remplira  les  fonctions 
de  Commandant  en  Chef  du  g^nie  des  arm^  du  Midi,  du  Portugal,  et  du  Centre : 
II  sera  remplacd  k  Tarm^  du  Midi  par  le  g^^ral  du  gdnie  le  plus  ancien. 

M.  le  gdn^ral  Dedon  remplira  les  fonctions  de  Commandant  en  Chef  de 
rartillerie  des  trois  arm^. 

M.  le  commissaire  ordonnateur  Mathieu  Favier  se  rendra  jnr^  de  nous;  il 
remplira  les  fonctions  de  commissaire  ordonnateur  en  Chef  des  trots  arm^ :  il 
sera  remplac^  k  I'arm^  du  Midi  par  le  commissaire  ordonnateur  le  plus  ancien. 

M.  rinspecteur  aux  revues  Garreau  se  rendra  ^galement  pr6s  de  nous;  il 
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remplira  les  foncdoiis  d'lntpecteur  en  Chef  des  trois  ann^ :  il  sera  rempkc^  k 
rariii^  du  Midi  pip-  rinspecteiir  ou  le  soufl-inspecteur  le  plus  anden. 

MM.  les  g^n^nmx  commandants  du  g^nie,  MM.  les  g^^raux  eommaiidants 
Tartillerie,  MM.  les  oommisBaires  ordonnateurs  en  chef,  et  MM.  les  inapecteun 
aux  revues  des  9im6es  du  Midi,  du  Portugal,  et  du  Centre,  correspondront 
chacun  dans  sa  partie  avec  MM.  les  g^ndraux  Lery  et  Dedon,  M.  rordonnateor 
en  chef  Mathieu  Favier,  et  M.  rinspecteur  aux  revues  Garreau :  ils  leur  reiMlront 
compte  de  leurs  operations,  et  exdcuteront  leurs  ordres. 

M.  le  marshal  d'Empire  Jourdan,  notre  Chef  d'etat  major  gdn^nil,  est  chared 
de  I'exdcution  du  present  ordre,  qui  sera  mis  k  I'ordre  des  armdes  du  Midi,  du 
Portugal,  et  du  Centre. 

No.  Vir.     (p.  242.) 
Eilital.  Lisboa,  28  de  Doemhro,  de  1813. 

O  Senado  da  Camara,  sendo  scicnte  de  que  o  Her6e  deste  Seculo,  o  WV^  e 
Ex™o  Senhor  Marquez  de  Torres  Vedras,  o  Defensor  da  Peninsula,  e  muito  par- 
ticularmente  dos  Portupiezes,  recolhendo^^e  de  Cadb  pan  o  seu  Quartel-General, 
fax  caminho  por  esta  Cidade ;  a  nuns  devedora,  entrc  muitas,  da  sua  muito  parti- 
cular, e  famosa  defeza,  em  o  momento,  que  ella  era  amea9ada  da  mais  horroitwi 
catastrofe ;  vai  fazer  dcmonstra9o§8  de  regozijo  (na5  as  que  dcseja,  e  Sua  Excel- 
lencia  morece ;  mas  aquellas,  que  o  tempo,  e  as  actuaes  circunstandas  permittem)  eo 
mcsmo  Senado  tem  o  maior  gosto  deo  annuncior  aos  moradores  desta  Cidade ;  nao 
determinando,  mas  sim  esperando  de  bum  povo  que  pela  sua  grandeza  d'alma  he  o 
mais  leal,  e  agradecido,  o  acompanhe  em  os  mesmos  regozijos,  c«nferme  as  suas 
faculdadcs  o  permittirem. 

No.  VIII.     (p.  441.) 

DoM  JoAo,  por  Gra^  de  Deos,  Principe  Regente  de  Portugal,  e  dos  Algarves, 
d'aquem,  e  d*al6m  mar,  em  Africa  Senhor  de  Guind,  e  da  Conquista,  Navega^aS,  e 
Commercio  da  Ethiopia,  da  Arabia,  Persia,  e  da  India,  &c.  Fa90  saber  aos  que  esta 
Minha  Carta  virem.  Que  Querendo  dar  ao  Marquez  de  Torres  Vedras,  Mareehal 
Greneral,  e  Commandante  em  Chefedos  exercitos  alliados,  hum  novo  testemunbo  da 
Minha  Real  Satisfa9a5  e  Reconhedmento  de  que  tanto  se  fia  credor  pela  continual 
das  brilhantes  victorias  com  que  tem  com  immortal  gloria  abatido  o  orgulho  do  fad- 
migo  conunun,  e  malogrado  os  sens  projectos  na  Peninsula,  e  fazendo-se  merecedor 
de  que  Eu  o  Accrescente  em  ^^deza  com  hum  titulo  que  recorde  ta5  memoraveis 
triunfos.  Hei  por  bem  e  Me  rraz  Fazer-Ihe  mercd  do  titulo  de  Duque  da  Victoria. 
Izentando-o  do  pagamento  dos  novos  e  velhos  direitos,  e  quaesqoer  outros  eraolu- 
mentos  que  por  esta  mercd  se  costumaSS  pagar,  e  Quero  e  Mando  que  o  referido 
Marquez  de  Torres  Vedras  se  chame  Duque  da  Victoria,  e  que  com  este  titulo 
goze  de  todas  as  honras,  preeminencias,  authoridades,  prerogativas,  privilegios, 
izen95ens  e  franquezas  que  hao  e  tem  e  de  que  usaiS,  e  sempre  nsin&  os  Duques 
destes  Reinos,  assim  como  de  direito,  e  por  uso  e  antigo  costume  Ihe  pertencem,  e 

aue  Ihe  sejao  guardadas  em  todos  os  actos  e  tempos  sem  mingoamcnto  ou  duvida 
[guma  Que  a  isso  Ihe  seja  posta :  por  c^ue  assim  he  Minha  Merc6  e  Vontade.  E  com 
o  referiao  titulo  de  Duque  da  Victoria  haverd  o  assentamento  que  Ihe  pertencer 
de  que  pelo  Conselho  da  Minha  Real  Fazenda  se  Ihe  passard  Alvari  na  forma 
costumada.  E  por  firmeza  de  tudo  o  que  dito  he,  Ihe  Mandei  dar  esta  Carta  por 
Mim  assinada,  passada  pela  Chancelaria,  e  sellada  com  o  sello  pendente  das  Minnas 
armas.    Na5  pagon  novos  direitos  nem  velhos  por  assim  o  haver  determinado. 

Dada  no  Piuado  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,  aos  onze  dias  do  mez  de  Janeiro,  aono  do 
nascimento  de  nosso  Senhor  Jesu  Chnsto  de  mil  oito  centos  e  treze. 

No.  IX.     (p.  613.) 

liS  Prince  de  Wagram  et  de  Neufch&tel,  Major  G£u6ral,  k  Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  d'Espagne. 

Paris,  le  25  Aoat,  1811. 

L*Empereur  me  charge  de  pr^venir  V.  M.  que  Figudres  s'est  rendu  k  dis- 
cretion ;  mais  toute  la  province  de  Catalogne  est  rest^e  en  insurrectioD.  C*est  le 
seul  pays  de  l*£spagne  qui  se  soit  soulev6  avec  autant  d'achamement.  La  haine 
qui  a  constamment  anime  ce  pays  centre  la  France,  et  aui  en  moins  d*un  siMe 
lui  a  co<it6  tant  de  sang,  a  d4cidi  TEmpereur  k  r^unir  la  Catalogne  k  I'Empire 
FrAn9ais,  quoiqu^elle  ne  soit  pas  vaincue,  et  qu*il  faudra  la  conqu^rir  village  par 
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▼iUegfi.  Dans  aucune  autr^  province  d*Espafi;ne  rien  n'approche  da  ce  qui  se 
passe  dans  ce  pays ;  et  S.  M.,  poor  Tint^rdt  oe  r£mpire,  veut  v  mettre  ordre  pour 
toigours.  La  Catalogue  est  tellement  d^vast^  qu*H  faudra  bien  det  annto  pour 
la  r^tablir,  et  pour  qu'eUe  puiase  6tre  de  quelque  secours. 

No.  X.     (pp.  637,  690,  726.) 

8ISGB  OF  8.  8XBA8TIAN. 

lit  g6n6ral  Rey  au  Ministrt  de  la  Guerre.  St.  S^bastien,  le  36  JuilleC,  1813. 

Le  22,  le  g^n^nd  Anglais  qui  ooromande  le  si^ge  m*a  envoy6  un  parlementaire, 
que  j'ai  refu^  de  recevoir,  quoique  la  br^che  f<it  praticable. 

Le  23  et  le  24, 1'ennemi  a  continue  son  feu  avec  30  ou  35  bouches  k  feu.  II  a 
ouvert  deux  nouvelles  brdches,  et  ruin€  toutes  les  maisons  qui  se  trouyent  en 
arri^re  du  front  de  la  Zurrlola,  depuis  la  grande  courtine  jusqu*au  bastion  St. 
Elme.  D^  le  22,  il  avait  mis  le  feu  sur  plusieurs  points  de  la  ville,  et  il  I'a 
aliments  les  jours  suivants  par  le  jet  continuel  de  ses  bombes  et  de  ses  obus. 

Ce  matin  25,  k  4  lieures,  les  Anglais,  nrofitant  de  la  conduite  des  eaux  de  la 
ville,  y  ont  6tabli  une  mine  qui  a  renvei-se  la  contrescarpe  et  boulevers^  la  place 
d*armes  reutrante  du  chemin  convert  A  ce  signal,  des  colonnes  d^attaque  se  sont 
^lanc^es;  mais  partout  Tennemi  a  6tk  requ  avec  lajplus  er&nde  vigueur,  et  mis 
en  fuite :  tout  ce  qui  a  abord^  les  bribes  a  6i6  tue  ou  bless6.  Ce  fait  d'armes 
fait  le  plus  erand  bonneur  k  la  wnison  de  St  S^astien,  et  j*aurai  Thonneur  de 
faire  connaftre  &  Votre  Excellence,  dans  mon  premier  rapport,  les  noms  des 
braves  qui  se  sont  particuli^rement  distinguds. 

J*estime  que  les  Anglais  ont  perdu  de  1400  k  1500  bommes,  tant  aux  brdcbes 
que  dans  le  cbemin  convert  de  rouvrage  k  comes.  Le  g^n^ral  Auelais  m'ayant 
aemand6  k  faire  enterrer  ses  morts,  j'ai  accord^  une  suspension  d'armes  d'une 
heure  poiur  faire  cette  operation.  Nos  troupes  ont  fait  sur  la  br6che  ou  k  son  pied 
un  assez  grand  nombre  de  prisonniers,  dont  13  officiers ;  ces  prisonniers  assurent 
que  10  de  leurs  officiers  ont  ^t^  tu^s,  entre  autres  le  g^n^ral  major  qui  commandait 
la  premiere  colonne. 

M.  le  colonel  de  Songeon,  k  qui  j'avais  confix  le  commandement  de  la  gaucbe 
de  mes  operations,  tandis  que  je  dirigeais  celles  du  centre  et  de  la  droite,  m'a 
parfaitement  second^.  M.  fe  cbef  de  oataillon  Blancbard,  du  C2in«  de  ligne,  qui 
comroande  les  postes  ext^ieurs ;  M.  Gillet,  chef  de  bataillon  du  g^nie ;  M^L  Goblet 
et  St  George,  officiers  du  g^nie ;  M.  le  capitaine  Doat,  mon  aide  de  camp,  et  M.  le 
cbef  de  bataillon  Brion,  commandant  Tartillerie,  ont  rendu  de  grands  services. 

J'aurai  I'honneur  de  faire  connaitre  k  Son  Excellence  M.  le  Due  de  Dalmatie, 
dans  un  rapport  particulier,  les  noms  de  MM.  les  officiers,  sous-officiers,  et  soldats 
qui  se  sont  particuli^ement  distinjB:u6s  dans  cette  joum^e,  afin  qu*il  veuille  bien 
soUiciter  pour  eux  les  gr&ces  de  I*£mpereur ;  je  recommande  ces  braves  a  votre 
bienveillance.  M.  le  cbef  de  bataillon  Desailly,  du  22in«  de  ligne,  a  M  tu£  sur 
la  br^he ;  M.  le  capitaine  Bidon,  commandant  les  sapeurs,  a  ^t^  tu^  au  poste 
d'bonneur.    Notre  perte  ne  passe  pas  40  bommes  mis  bors  de  combat 

J'^cris  tr^  k  la  hfite  k  Votre  Excellence.  M.  le  marshal  Due  de  Dalmatie 
m'a  fait  I'honneur  de  me  mander  qu'il  se  mettrait  prochainement  en  mouvement 
pour  forcer  I'enneml  k  lever  le  si^ge. 

Le  g^n^ral  Rey  au  M'mistre  de  la  Guerre.  St  S^bastien,  le  26  Juillet,  1813. 

Un  officier  parlementaire  s'est  pr^nt^  cette  apr^midi  pour  denuuider  des 
ren8eifi:nements  sur  plusieurs  officiers  prisonniers.  11  paraissait  tr^inquiet  sur  le 
sort  cm  colonel  du  I*'  regiment  Royal,  qui  a  ^t^  bless6  mortdlement  sur  la 
brdche.     Cet  officier  a  conwrm6  ce  que  les  prisonniers  avaient  d6\k  dit,  que  leurs 

Slus  belles  compagnies  de  grenadiers  avaient  totalement  M  d^truites  dans  Tassaut 
'hier.  II  est  certain  que  les  Anelais  ont  perdu  k  cet  assaut,  1  colonel,  4  lieu* 
tenants-colonels  ou  majors,  42  officiers,  et  1900  sous-officiers  ou  soldats  tu6s, 
blesses,  ou  prisonniers.  L'officier  parlementaire  nous  a  remerci6,  au  nom  de  son 
g^n^ral,  des  soins  qu'il  nous  a  vu  prendre  de  ses  bless^.  L'ennemi  a  embarqu6 
aujourdliui  36  cbaloiqpes  de  blesses.  Son  feu  s'est  ralenti,  et  il  n'a  jete  quo 
quelaues  obus  sur  les  maisons  incendi^es,  ce  qui  me  fait  primer  qu'il  commence 
k  embar^uer  ses  troupes. 

La  moitie  de  la  ville  est  totalement  d^truite  par  le  feu,  et  la  plus  grande  partie 
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des  inaisons  restantes  sont  extr^mement  endommagto.  On  ii*a  pu  encore  par- 
venir  li  arr^ter  Pincendie ;  si  le  vent  s'^erait,  le  reste  de  la  viUe  serait  perdu. 

Lea  Anglais  out  consomm^  une  quantity  prodigieuse  de  munitiona  avec  lean 
46  bouches  k  feu  constammeut  en  action ;  la  proximity  de  leur  flotte  pouvait  aeuU 
Buffire  k  cette  contommation. 

Je  continue  k  faire  barricader  les  rues  de  la  viUe,  que  je  compte  d^fendre  pied 
k  pied,  si  toutefois  j'^tais  forc6  de  quitter  ma  premiere  ligne.     Votre  Excellence 

Sent  compter  que  la  gamison  de  St  S^bastien  fera  son  devoir,  et  continuera  de 
onner  des  preuves  de  son  absolu  d<5vouement  k  notre  augu^te  Empereur. 
P.S.  J'ayais  oubli6  de  parler  ^  Votre  Excellence  des  ^belles  dont  s'^taieot 
inuuies  les  troupes  ennemies  pour  I'attaque  des  br^ches  et  de  I'ouTrage  k  comes ; 
nous  nous  en  sommes  empar^s. 

Le  geo^ral  Rey  au  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  St  S^bostieD,  le  27  Juillet,  I818L 

Ce  matin,  k  4  beures,  en  faisant  une  toum^e  des  postes  avanc^  de  gauche  aTcc 
M.  le  colonel  de  Songeon,  qui  les  commande,  je  me  suis  apergu  que  pludems  eba- 
loupes  quittaient  les  dunes  de  la  rive  droite  de  TUrum^  pour  rejoindre  la  eroisi^re!^ 
et  je  me  suis  au8sit6t  convaincu  que  les  batteries  de  br^be  dtabiies  dans  ces  dmes 
dtaient  d^sarm^s.  Je  me  suis  aussitdt  rendu  aux  postes  avanc^s  du  front  de 
terrci  oii  reniiemi  avait  cess^  ^alement  ses  travaux,  et  ne  tirait  plus.  Je  me  sius 
alors  ddcid^  k  faire  faire  uiie  sortie  pour  aller  k  la  d^couverte.  J'ordonnai  done 
aux  2  compagnies  de  chasseurs  de  montagne  du  3>^  bataillon,  aux  voltigeurs  dn 
62n«  regiment  et  aux  sapeurs  qui  ^taieiit  aux  travaux,  de  marcher  rapidemenl 
8ur  les  trancli^es,  et  de  d^truire  ou  prendre  tout  ce  qu*ils  rencontreraient :  I'artiU 
lerie  re9Ut  Tordre  de  prot^er  cea  troupes.  Ainsi  que  je  Tavais  pr^um£,  rennemi 
a  M  surpris,  et  tout  ce  qui  se  trouvait  dans  la  tranch^e  a  6t4  4gorgi,  Nos  troupes 
se  sont  port^s  d'un  cdt^  jusqu^au  pout  brdld  de  Ste.  Catherine,,  et  de  Tautre 
jusqu'au  faubourg  de  St  Martin,  et  sont  eusuite  reutr^  en  ville,  aprds  avoir 
combl6  une  partie  des  tranch^es. 

Cette  operation  a  ^t^  parfaitement  conduite  par  M.  le  chef  de  bataillon  Blanchard. 
Nous  avons  fait  81  prisonuiers,  dont  9  officiers ;  et  140  hommes  Anglais^  qui  too- 
laient  passer  Im  riviere,  se  sont  noy^s. 

Notre  artiUerie  a  fait  beaucoup  de  mal  k  Tennemi,  qui,  en  moins  d'une  heore,  a 

£erdu  plus  de  200  hommes,  c'est-lMlire,  jpresque  tout  ce  qui  ^tait  de  trandi^ 
fos  troupes  ont  agi  avec  la  plus  graiide  vie^ueur.  Les  chasseurs  de  montagne,  le 
62n«,  et  lee  sapeurs  m^ritent  les  plus  granos  ^lo^s.  M.  le  lieutenant  Dugas,  des 
chasseurs  de  montagne,  s'est  particuUlrement  fait  remarquer  en  s*61an9ant  un  des 
premiers  dans  la  parall^le,  oil  il  a  6i4  bless^.  L'ennemi  n'a  riposte  4  notre  fea 
qu'avec  5  pi^s  de  batailie,  savoir :  1  au  Mont  Ulia,  1  k  rancieune  batterie  ds 
br^che,  1  au  convent  St.  Bartholomd,  et  2  en  avant  de  ce  convent  L'ennemi  s 
commence  ses  pr^paratifs  pour  lever  le  si^ge.  Malgr^  tons  noa  efibrts,  Tincendie 
continue  aes  ravagea,  le  vent  ayant  augment^ :  cette  ville  miritait  un  meflleur  aoit. 

Le  g^n^ral  Rey  au  Mar^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie.  St  Sdbastiai,  le  3  AoAt,  1819. 

J'ai  I'honneur  de  rendre  compte  k  Votre  Excellence,  que,  dana  la  nuit  du  29 
au  30,  j*ai  fait  une  petite  aortie  qui  a  ramend  6  aoldata  Anglaia ;  I'ennemi  a  eu  15 
d'hommea  tu^s  ou  bless^.  Cette  nuit,  une  nouvelle  aortie  a  fiut  7  prisonniers, 
dont  un  serpent  tr^s-intelligent  de  la  legion  Bntannique :  je  le  crois  sortant  des 
regiments  Napolitains.  11  ^tait  arriv^  depuis  3  jours  de  Vitoria.  11  m*a  assur6 
que  Wellington,  qui  se  trouve  dans  les  montagnes  de  la  Navarre,  avait  demands 
beaucoup  d'artillerie  de  celle  qui  nous  avait  M  prise  k  Vitoria,  et  qu*on  la  Ini  a 
envoy^  conduite  par  des  boeufs ;  que  le  g6n6ral  Castafios  est  k  Tolosa  avec  3000 
ou  4000  hommes ;  que  des  renforts  ont  et^  envoyiSa  dans  les  montagnes,  et  qu*oii 
s' attend  que  les  Fran^ais  attaqueront  bient6t  S*ils  sont  victorieux,dit-i],  ily  aura 
beaucoup  de  d^rtion. 

L'ennemi  ne  conserve  sur  les  sables  de  la  rive  droite  de  TUrum^  et  au  Mont 
Ulia,  que  5  pi^es,  dont  2  obusiers :  si  je  pouvais  r^unir  100  nageurs,  j'auniis 
cherch€  k  faire  enclouer  ces  pi^es.  II  travaille  lentement  aux  batteries  qu*il  s 
entreprises  k  la  Antiqua  et  pr^s  de  St.  Bartholom^,  oik  il  conserve  6  pieces,  dont  I 
obusier.  La  facility  avec  laquelle  il  forme  sea  tranche  dana  le  aable  m'a  dSter^ 
niin^  k  ne  rien  entreprendre  de  s^ieux  pour  les  combler.  Pour  arriver  k  oe 
r^ultat,  il  faudrait  plusieurs  beures  de  travaux  qui,  faits  sous  la  mitraiUe,  noua 
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orcasionneraient  des  pertei  graves  lans  obtenir  un  avanUge  aasex  grand  pour  let 
balancer.  La  gambon  est  anim^  du  meilleur  esprit,  et  il  est  essentiel  de  lui 
conserver  iusqu'^  de  nouvelles  attaques  cette  superiority  qu*elle  a  sui:  l*ennemi. 
Tai  lieu  d  esp^rer,  Monseigneur,  que  si  les  Anglais  se  pr^entent  de  nouveau,  iU 
sei'ont  bien  re9U8. 

J'ai  fait  r^parer  la  contrescarpe  k  la  place  d'armes  rentrante  de  I'ouvrage  k 
comes  qui  avait  M  renvers^  par  Fennemi  lors  de  Tattaque  du  25  Juillet :  on 
remplacera  Igalement  les  palissades  qui  manquent  au  chemin  convert.  On  a 
ouvert  plusieurs  galeries  de  mine  pour  s'opposer  aux  travaux  que  Tennemi  pourrait 
tenter,  et  l*on  s'occupe  cbaque  jour  de  rendre  les  br^cbes  impraticables,  en  i^paraut 
la  nuit  ce  que  Tennemi  d^truit  pendant  le  jour.  Les  traverses  pour  la  defense  de 
la  ville  sont  acbevto,  et  nous  nous  en  servirons,  je  pense,  avec  succds,  si  nous  y 
sommes  forces.  Le  nombre  de  nos  bless^  et  de  ceux  qui  ont  M  pris  k  Tennemi 
s*6l^ve  k  480,  sans  compter  un  grand  nombre  de  soldats  l^^rement  blesses  et 
trait^s  ii  la  cbambre. 

Hier  matin,  malgr6  la  croisi^re  Anglaise,  coroposde  de  9  voiles,  de  4  trans- 
ports, et  de  12  p6nicbes,  il  nous  est  arriv^  de  St.  Jean  de  Luz  2  trincadoures,  I 
chaloupe,  et  1  lanche,  conduisant  6  oificiers  de  sant£,  1  officier  d'artillerie,  et  4 
canonniers.  Ces  bitiments  ont  d^barqu^  2  touneaux  de  linge,  900  pelles  rondes, 
et  plusieurs  caisses  de  clous.  Le  temps  6tant  favorable,  je  ferai  partir  ce  soir  les 
2  trincadoures ;  je  conserverai  la  chaloupe  pour  mes  procliaincs  d^p^ches. 

Dam  ma  position,  tout  doit  dtre  employ^  pour  me  maintenir  le  plus  longtemps 
possible  dans  la  place,  afin  d'attendre  le  r^ultat  de  vos  operations.  Votre  £xccl- 
lence  pent  compter  que  rien  ne  sera  oubli€  pour  remplir  cette  attente,  et  que  nous 
m^riterons  votre  bienveillance  en  nous  rendant  dignes  des  grdces  de  notre  augusto 
Empereur. 

Le  gto^ral  Rey  an  Mar6chal  Soolt,  Due  de  Dalmatie. 

St.  S6bastien,  le  7  Aodt,  1813,  k  4  heares  da  soir. 

J'ai  eu  I'honneur  d*^rire  k  Votre  Excellence  le  2  au  soir  par  le  retour  de  deux 
trincadoures  qui  ^taient  arrive  dans  la  nuit  du  31  Juilkt  au  1«'  AoOt. 

Dans  la  joum^  du  3,  Vennemi  a  beaucoup  tir^  dans  le  port,  avec  IMntention  de 
couler  les  bAtiments  qui  s'y  trouvent.  11  a  coup^  quelques  mtfl,  et  ttn  de  ses 
boulets  a  endommag^  la  trincadoure  la  Bitcave  ;  mais  un  travail  de  deux  ou  trois 
heures  suffira  pour  la  r^parer :  je  pense  qu'il  croyait  que  les  deux  trincadoures 
parties  la  veille  ^taient  encore  dans  le  port  L'ennemi  a  beaucoup  augment^  I« 
nombre  de  ses  travailleurs  sur  la  hauteur  de  St.  Bartholom^  et  il  lance  constam* 
ment  des  boulets  creux  sur  nos  travailleurs  et  sur  la  ville. 

Le  4,  Tennemi  a  continue  ses  travaux  sur  la  hauteur  de  St.  Bartholom^,  et  a 
entrepris  une  grande  communication,  qui  le  conduira  k  convert,  de  ses  camps 
dans  les  ouvrages  avanc^s.  Plusieurs  g^n^raux  ou  officiers  sup^rieurs  ont  eU 
aper9us  en  reconnaissance,  k  port^e  de  canon  de  la  place.  Une  frigate  venant 
de  Touest'a  apport^  des  munitions. 

Le  5,  l'ennemi  a  travaill^  avec  beaucoup  d*activit^  k  achever  ses  batteries  sur  la 
hauteur  de  St  Bartholom^,  et  k  perfectionner  ses  communications.  11  a  renforc^ 
ses  postes  du  cdt^  du  convent  de  San  Francisco.  Vers  4  heures  de  Tapr^-midi, 
nous  avons  vu  arriver  par  la  route  d'Hemani  un  convoi  d'artiUerie,  compost  de  20 
pieces,  de  6  obusiers,  et  de  5  caissons. 

Dans  les  joum^es  du  4  et  du  5,  Tennemi  a  paru  tr^s-occup^  k  confectionner 
des  gabions  et  des  fascines.  II  a  montr^  la  mdme  activity  le  6,  et  narattrait  avoir 
Tintention  de  faire  de  nouveaux  travaux  k  la  batterie  de  br^he.  11  a  lanc^  des 
obus  et  des  boulets  creux,  et  pendant  la  nuit  11  a  beaucoup  agrandi  la  batterie  de 
4  pieces  qu*il  avait  ^tablie  le  23,  k  gauche  de  la  batterie  de  br^he,  sans  doute 
pour  ouvrir  k  la  fois  le  septi^me  bastion  de  gauche,  la  fausse  braie,  le  bastion 
St.  Jean,  et  toute  la  partie  de  la  muraille  qui  se  trouve  k  la  droite  de  la  br^he. 
Aujourd'hui,  m^me  activity  dans  ses  travaux,  et  il  est  probable  qu'il  se  dispose  k 
reprendre  le  si^e. 

Notre  artUlerie  a  constamment  cherch€  k  inqui^ter  les  travailleurs  de  Tennemi, 
et  nos  travaux  ont  ^t^  poussds  avec  activity.  On  a  achev^  de  perfectionner  la 
traverse  du  septi^me  bastion  de  droite.  On  a  palissad^  Touverture  qui  se  trouve 
prds  de  la  mer  entre  le  bastion  du  cavalier,  la  contre-earde,  et  le  chemin  couvert 
de  I'ouvrage  &  comes.  On  a  fortifi^  le  derri^re  des  bribes,  et  Ton  s'est  occup^ 
des  moyens  d*am^liorer  I'armement  des  divers  ouvrages  et  de  plusieurs  travaux 
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partiels  devant  coneoiinr  lb  la  dMense  do  la  place.  J«  mia  assurer  k  Votre  Excel- 
lence que  tout  le  monde  travaille  avec  la  plus  granoe  aett?it^  k  se  raettre  en 
mesure  de.bien  reoevoir  Peniiemi.  Votre  Exoeilence  pent  covpter  que  la  gami- 
•on,  qui  est  aniin6e  du  meilleur  esprit,  iera  son  deroir, 

II  serait  bien  k  d^sirer,  Monseigneur,  que  le  {[OQYeniemeai  adoptit  oomme 
moyen  de  defense  les  boulets  creux.  Ce  projectile^  mie  TeoiMiiii  a  trouv^  le 
tnoyen  de  faire  Iclater  k  volout4,  nous  fait  beaucoup  de  mal :  B'en  ajaat  pas, 
Aous  mettons  dans  nos  obus  60  de  belles,  ce  qui  nous  r^ussit  aaaei  bien.  Nona 
aurions  grand  besoin  des  10,000  sacs  k  terre  que  vous  m'aviez  anoonc^ :  j'4cri» 
a  M.  Depoge  pour  qu'il  fasse  en  sorte  de  me  les  faire  arriver.  La  sant6  do 
Boidat  est  bonne.     Les  autorit^s  locales  se  conduisent  parfaitement. 

Le  capitaine  de  frigate  Depoge^  commandant  de  la  marine  i  St.  Jean  de  Lux,  an 
Mar^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie.  St  Jean  de  Lux,  le  8  Aoat,  1813. 

J'ai  riionneur  d'in former  Votre  Excellence  que,  depuis  le  15  Juillet  dernier, 
j*ai  rendu  compte  tous  les  jours  k  M.  le  g^n^ral  Comte  Gazan,  cbef  de  P^tat-major, 
des  mouvements  du  port,  de  ceux  de  la  division  ennemie  sur  cette  c6te,  ainsi  que 
des  objets  qui  ont  ^te  exp^i^s  pour  St.  S^bastien.  J'aurai  I'honueur  d'adresser 
k  Tavenir  ces  rapports  directement  a  Votre  Excellence. 

Le  6,  kS  heures  du  soir,  j*exp6diai  pour  St  S^bastien  deux  trincadoures,  sur 
lesquelles  j'avais  fait  embarquer  6  ballots,  contenant  1500  chemises,  2  barriques 
de  souliers,  8  ballots  de  linge  k  pansement,  et  8  artilleurs.  A  minuit,  les  trinca- 
doures ^taient  rendues  k  deux  licues  dans  le  N.  O.  de  Fontarabie,  oik  elles  troa- 
v^rent  les  yents  d'ouest  joli  frais.  A  1  heure,  leurs  efforts  pour  avancer  devenant 
inutiles,  elles  rentr^rent  au  Socoa  k  2}  heures. 

Hier  k  8  heures  du  soir,  j'exp6diai  de  nouveau  ces  trincadoures.  A  minuit, 
elles  ^talent  rendues  &une  lieue  et  demie  dans  le  norddeSt  S^bastien,  lorsqu'ellee 
eurent  connaissance  de  6  bdtiments,  dont  8  4  la  veile.  A  minuit  et  un  quart, 
elles  furent  aper9ues  du  b&timent  le  plus  au  large,  qui  les  chassa  jusque  par  le 
travers  de  Fontarabie,  et  les  for9a  de  rentier  au  Socoa  ce  matin  k  4  heures.  11  est 
extrSmement  difficile,  Monseigneur,  de  faire  ces  expeditions  avec  succ^  lorsque 
surtout  la  lune  6claire  toute  la  nuit  Une  petite  lanche,  que  j*avais  exp^di^e  le  1** 
de  ce  mois  pofk*  St.  S^bastien,  a  fait  son  retoiur  ce  matin  k  4^  heures.  Le  patron 
^tait  porteur  d'une  d^pSche  de  M.  le  g^n^ral  Rey  pour  Votre  Excellence.  J*ai 
remis  aussitdt  cette  dlp^che  k  la  mairie.  D'aprls  le  rapport  que  je  rebels  de 
St  S^astien,  il  y  a  devant  cette  place  2  fr^tes,  2  bricks,  1  goelette,  I  lougre,  et 
7  ou  8  lanches'  armto  par  les  Anglais,  qui  se  tiennent  toutes  les  nuits  entre  les 
bAtiments  et  la  terre.  11  y  a  dans  le  port  du  Pasages  5  bricks,  dont  un  de  guerre ; 
dans  la  rade  de  Guetaria,  4  transports ;  et  dans  celle  de  Fontarabie,  un  brick  et 
un  cutter. 

II  reste  dans  le  magasm  du  Socoa  10,000  sacs  k  terre,  600  pelles,  1200  planches, 
un  baril  de  clous,  et  8  ballots  de  linge  k  pansement  II  y  a  aussi  11  canonniers 
destines  pour  St  S^bastien.  J 'en  ai  fait  embarquer  8  sur  les  trincadoures  qui 
ont  relAch^  ce  matin,  et  qui  nartiront  ce  soir,  si  le  temps  le  permet 

J'avais  remis  la  premiere  d^p^he  de  Votre  Excellence  pour  M.  le  g^n^ral  Rey, 
au  capitaine  d'une  trincadoure.  La  derni^re  d^p^che  ne  m'a  ^t^  remise  qu'hier 
soir,  k  8}  heures,  et  les  trincadoures  6taient  alors  parties.  J'exp^erai  cette 
d^pdche  ce  soir  par  la  petite  lanche,  excellente  embarcation,  ou  par  les  trin- 
cadoures. 

Depuis  48  heures  on  n*a  pas  entendu  tirer  le  canon  de  St  S^bastien,  et  il  eat 
tr^-diffioile  de  I'entendre  lorsque  les  vents  sont  dans  la  partie  du  N.E.  au  S.E. 

Le  g6aML  Rey  au  Har^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie.    St  S^baatien,  le  9  Aoiit,  1813. 

J'i^nore  si  la  chaloupe  que  j'ai  d6pSch^  le  7  au  soir  est  arriv^  k  sa  destination. 
J*avais  rhonueur  de  vous  rendre  compte  que,  depuis  le  3,  Tennemi  avait  mul- 
tipli^  ses  travaux,  tant  sur  les  sables  de  St  Francois  que  sur  la  hauteur  de  St 
fiartholomd.  Ce  matin,  il  a  d^masqud  10  nouvelles  embrasures  en  avant  de  sa 
batterie  de  brdche.  5  de  ces  pieces  voient  le  chemin  des  rondes  de  la  Zurrlola  et 
le  bastion  St  Elme.  Les  autres  sont  diri^^es  centre  la  partie  de  droite  de  la 
br^che,  le  bastion  St.  Jean,  la  fausse  braie,  et  le  demi-bastion  de  gauche  de 
Touvraee  k  comes.  Deux  nouvelles  embrasures  ont  ^galement  ^t^  dteasqu6es 
centre  le  front  de  terre  k  la  redoute  de  St  Bartholom^  L'ennemi  continue  sea 
travaux  avec  activity ;  ses  pr^paratifs  sont  considerables,  et  il  est  k  croire,  qu'apr^a 
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(  iaiit  de  sacrifices,  il  prendra  tous  les  moyens  pour  r^ussir.     Votre  Excellence  pent 

>  6tre  certaine  que  la  garnison  fera  son  devoir,  et  se  d^fendra  avec  vigueur. 

I  Dana  ma  demidre  d^pdche,  j'avais  Thouneur  de  vous  mander  aue  le  4  il  4tait 

arrive  au  camp  derridre  St.  Bartholom^  un  pare  de  13  pi^es,  dont  6  obusiers. 
t  Une  frigate  venant  du  nord  apporta  des  munitions ;  et  hier  au  soir  il  est  arriv^ 

au  Pasages,  Tenant  de  I'ouest,  11  gros  transports  charg^ :  j 'ignore  s'il  y  avait  des 
r  troupes  a  bord. 

I  Cette  nuit,  on  a  entendu  une  fusillade  en  mer.   Je  crains  que  ce  ne  soit  quelque 

»  bateau  qui  m*apportait  des  d^pdches ;  c*est  ce  qui  me  determine  k  faire  partir  une 

I  embarcation  ce  soir,  pour  pr^venir  que  ce  bateau  n'est  point  arriv^    Xi*ennemi 

continue  k  tirer  des  obus  et  des  boulets  creux.     Un  officier  de  grenadiers  du  22me 

a  ^t6  tu^  aujourdliui :  je  le  regrette  beaucoup. 
J 'attends  avec  impatience  des  nouvelles  de  France,  et  je  d^ire  fort  en  recevoir 

directement  de  Votre  Excellence. 
,  On  travaille  beaucoup  pour  se  mettre  dans  le  meilleur  6tat  de  dtfense,  et  opposer 

,  k  I'ennemi  le  plus  d'obstacles  possibles.    Nul  doute  qu'une  partie  des  moyens  de 

defense  que  nous  avons  prepares  ne  soient  d^truits  par  les  nouvelles  dispositions 
I  de  I'ennemi.     Nous  ferons  tout  pour  y  supplier. 

Du  10  au  soir. 
La  mer  a  M  tellement  mauvaise  la  demidre  nuit,  et  les  vents  si  contraires,  qu'il 
n'a  point  M  possible  au  bateau  de  partir.    J'espdre  qu'il  pourra  sortir  ce  soir. 

Le  ginknl  Rey  au  Mar^bal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie.    St.  S^bastien,  le  11  AoQt,  1813. 

J*ai  re^u  cette  nuit  les  lettres  que  Votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  I'honneur  de 
m*4crire  le  4  et  le  9  du  courant,  ainsi  qu*un  envoi  de  1500  chemises,  un  ballot  de 
linge  de  pansement,  et  9  canonniers.  J'^cris  k  M.  I'intendant  g^n^ral  de  nouS 
faire  passer  de  la  viande  sal^  dont  nous  avons  besoin,  et  des  moutous  pour  les 
h6pitaux.  Je  prie  Votre  Excellence  de  nous  faire  parvenir,  outre  les  sacs  k  terre 
demand^,  des  piocbes,  dont  nous  manquons  totalement ;  le  pen  qu'on  nous  en- 
verra  nous  sera  tr^  utile. 

Nous  ne  cessons  pas  un  instant  de  travailler Je  puis  assurer  Votre  Ex- 
cellence que  jour  et  nuit  nous  sommes  occup^  des  moyens  qui  doivent  am^liorer 
notre  situation.  Le  bateau  que  j'avais  fait  sortir  hier  a  ^t^  chassd  k  une  lieue  et 
demie,  et  oblige  de  rentrer  dans  le  port. 

Je  compte  faire  partir  ce  soir  les  deux  trincadoures  et  la  chaloupe.  Je  ferai 
^vacuer  avec  ces  transports  20  malades  dont  la  gu^rison  ne  pent  etre  prompte. 
Je  craindrais,  Monseigneur,  de  hasarder  les  prisonniers  Anelals,  qui,  s'ils  6taient 
repris,  pourraient  donner  des  rensetgnements  sur  la  situation  mt^rieure  de  la  place, 
^nt  oblig^  de  les  occuper  k  divers  travaux.  lis  sont  bien  surveill^,  et  its  me 
rendent  des  services.  Lorsque  les  nuits  seront  plus  longues,  et  le  passage  plus 
facile,  je  tdcherai  d'en  faire  evacuer  une  partie  sur  St.  Jean  de  Luz. 

J*ai  fait  connaitre  k  la  garnison  ce  que  Votre  Excellence  veut  bien  me  dire  de 
flatteur  pour  elle,  et  elle  n'oubliera  rien  pour  m6riter  votre  bienveillance  et  les 
grftces  de  notre  auguste  Empereur. 

P.S.  L'ennemi  continue  de  nous  jeter  quelques  obus  et  boulets  creux.  II  tra- 
Taille  avec  activity  k  ^tablir  ses  batteries  et  k  faire  des  gabions. 

Le  g6n6fal  Rey  au  Mar^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dahnatie.     St.  S^bastien,  le  29  Aodt,  1813. 
Le  capitaine  Doat,  mon  aide  de  camp,  est  arriv^  heureusement  ce  matin  k  1  heure. 
Hier  et  aujourd'hui  Tennemi  a  fait  un  feu  ^pouvantable  d'artillerie,  de  plus  de  70 

Slices,  mortiers  ou  obusiers.  Le  fort  est  6cras^  de  projectiles,  et  la  presque  totality 
es  Mifices  dn  donjon  est  d6tniite.  Vous  ne  pouvez,  Monseigneur,  vous  iidre  une 
id^  de  la  quantity  de  bombes  et  d'obus  que  Tennemi  y  lance.  Dans  la  ville,  c'est 
une  grdle  contuiuelle  d'6clats  d'obus,  de  boulets  creux,  et  de  bailee.  Hier  matin 
I'ennemi  a  ddmasqu^  une  batterie  de  4  pieces  de  27,  qu'il  avait  dtablie  k  100  toises 
de  la  place,  au  delk  de  son  boyau  le  plus  avanc^  de  droite,  et  il  en  constmit  une 
nouveUe  plus  rapproch^e  encore  de  nos  ouvrages.  La  face  et  le  flanc  du  bastion 
sont  enti^rement  ruin^s.  L'extr6mit6  gauche  de  la  courtine  prdsente  une  br^cfae 
tr^praticable,  qui  s'^tend  jusqu'k  la  premie  br^he,  et  la  totality  de  la  mmtdlle 
entre  la  premiere  et  la  deoxi^roe  br^ne  se  trouve  ouverte,  en  sorte  ou'il  n'existe 
plus  mamtenant  qu'une  setde  br^che  depuis  Ic  bastion  St.  Jean  jusqu^k  la  gaacfae 
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de  la  deuzi^me  br^he.  Tous  les  obstacles  qa*\\  avait  6t4  possible  de  ci^er  pour 
la  ddfense  de  ces  br^ches  ont  416  ddtniits.  L'eQnemi  a  dans  ses  camps  beancoup 
de  monde,  et  ce  matin  encore  noos  avons  vu  arriver  une  colonne  de  2000  hommes. 
II  cherchera  probablement  k  donner  I'assaut  la  nuit  prochaine.  Toutes  nos  dispo- 
sitions sont  prises,  pour  faire  en  sorte  de  le  reoousser,  et  le  soldat  est  Men  dispose. 
Si,  malgrS  tous  nos  efforts,  et  vu  les  forces  de  Vennemi,  nous  sommes  forces  d'aban- 
donner  la  ville,  nous  t&cherons  de  nous  r^fugier  dans  le  fort.  J*id  sa  peu  de  moade 
que  quand  tous  mes  postes  sont  plac&,  il  ne  me  reste  plus  que  deux  r6serves  de 
125  nommes  chacune.  Nous  avons  fiut  beaucoup  de  pertes;  clles  s*augmenteut  k 
chaque  instant;  et  elles  seront  bien  plus  grandes  encore,  quand  nous  serons  retir^ 
dans  le  fort,  oil  nous  nous  trouverons  sans  abris,  et  sans  moyens  d'en  former.  Pour 
augmcnter  encore  ses  feux,  Tennemi  6tablit  de  nouvelles  batteries  k  la  Antigua,  an 
rocher  de  S**  Clara,  et  au  fanal ;  toutes  sont  dirigdes  contre  le  fort  ou  ses  com- 
munications. Voilli  exactement,  Monseigneur,  quelle  est  notre  position;  vous 
devez  voir  s'il  est  urgent  que  V.  £.  arrive  promptement.  Ce  dont  vous  pouvez 
@tre  certain,  c'est  que  tous  nos  efforts  seront  employes  pour  repousser  vivement 
Tcmiemi.  Quel  que  soit  le  sort  qui  attende,  la  gamison  de  St.  S^bastien,  cette 
gamison  aura  bien  rempli  son  devoir.  Je  le  r^p^terai  k  V.  £.,  je  suis  bien  seconds 
par  M.  le  colonel  de  Songeon  et  par  MM.  les  che&de  corps.  Je  d6dre  vivement 
Stre  bientdt  k  m§me  de  soUiciter  de  V.  E.  les  recompenses  auxquelles  ces  officiere 
ont  droit  par  leurs  bons  services.  Tout  le  monde  est  anim€  du  ddvouement  le  plus 
absolu  pour  notre  auguste  Empereur.  Dans  aucune  circonstance  son  nom  immortd 
n*aura  6t6  invoqu^  au  milieu  d*un  plus  grand  nombre  de  bombes,  d*obus,  et  de 
boulets  creuz. 

Je  prie  V,  E.  d'avoir  la  bont^  de  pr^venir  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  de  notre  po- 
sition, et  de  ce  ou'a  fait  la  gamison  de  St.  S^basti^n,  pour  mdriter  que  noire  auguste 
Souverain  dise  aelle  qu*il  en  est  content. 

Vers  4  heures,  on  a  aper9U  dans  les  batteries  6  gdn^raux,  parmi  lesquels  on  a 
cm  reconnaltre  Wellington ;  aussi  le  feu  a-t-il  6t6  rc^doubld,  s'il  est  possible. 

Le  g^n^ral  Rey  au  Mor^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie. 

Au  Fort  de  St  S^bosHen,  le  31  Aoftt,  I8ia 
,  Ainsi  que  j*ai  eu  Thonneur  de  le  mander  k  V.  E.  par  le  capitaine  Doat,  moo 
aide  de  camp,  parti  le  29  au  soir,  et  qui,  je  Tesp^,  aura  pu  passer  k  travers  la 
croisi^,  Tennemi,  au  lieu  de  nous  attaquer  le  30,  nous  a  attaquds  le  31,  k  10^  da 
matin.  Les  dispositions  ^talent  prises  pour  le  bien  recevoir.  A  peine  Ics  troupes 
ennemies  avaient-elles  commenc^  k  ddboucher  de  leurs  boyaux,  qu'une  mme 
charg^  de  800  livres  de  poudre,  ordpar^  en  avant  du  bastion  de  gauche  de 
Touvrage  k  comes,  asaut^ ;  elle  doit  leur  avoir  fait  dprouver  une  perte  considerable, 
car  elle  ne  se  trouvait  qu'k  4  toises  des  premiers  boyaux,  et  a  occasionn^  les  plus 

Cnds  d^ts.  L'ennemi  s'est  pr^nt6,  sur  plusieurs  colonnes,  k  la  br^che  du 
tion  St.  Jean,  k  celle  de  la  grande  courtine  et  le  long  de  la  Zurriola,  en  s^^ten- 
dant  vers  le  bastion  St  Elme.  Sur  tous  les  points,  il  a  <$te  re9u  avec  la  plus  grande 
vigueur.  Une  pidce  de  12,  conserve  avec  beaucoup  de  soin  sur  le  cavalier,  et  une 
piSco  de  8,  ^tablie  dans  Tintdrieur  de  la  casemate  du  m§me  cavalier,  ont  6t6  dirig^ 
sur  Tennemi  avec  le  plus  g^rand  succ^  par  M.  le  capitaine  d'artillerie  Dubamel, 
officier  tr^s-distingud :  ces  pieces,  qui  prenaient  Tennemi  en  flanc  sur  la  breche  de 
St.  Jean,  lui  ont  fait  dprouver  une  perte  tres-considdrable.  D*un  autre  cdt€,  les 
d^fenseurs  de  Touvrage  k  comes,  sous  les  ordres  du  capitaine  Blot  du  62"**,  se  sont 
r^unis  dans  le  bastion  de  gauche  de  cet  ouvrage,  et  ont  dcras^  Tennemi  par  leur 
fudllade ;  tandis  qu'une  pi^ce  de  4,  ^tablie  au  centre  mSme  de  ce  bastion  jpir  M.  le 
capitaine  d'artillerie  Gorse,  qw  Tavsdt  amende  avec  beaucoup  de  peine  du  bastioQ 
de  droite,  faisait  aussi  dans  les  ranes  de  I'ennemi  les  plus  grands  ravages.  M.  Gone, 
officier  d'un  grand  m^rite,  a  6t6  blesse  gri^vement  dans  Taction,  et  il  a  perdu  tous 
ses  canonniers.  Des  colonnes  Fortugaises,  qui  out  voulu  passer  k  gu^  la  rivi^, 
pour  attaquer  de  front  la  brk^e  de  eauche,  ont  4it4  repou^^,  et  out  ^prouv^  de 
grandes  pertes,  tant  par  la  fusillade  des  ddfenseurs  de  la  breche  que  par  le  feu  de 
Jartillerie  du  fort  et  aune  pi^  de  16  conserve  au  bastion  St  Elme. 

n  n*y  a  pas  d'exemple  peut-Stre,  Monseigneur,  d'un  assaut  qui  ait  dur^  auasa 
longtemps,  et  oil  Ton  se  soit  battu  avec  autant  d*achamement  Commence  k  10^, 
il  a  dure  iusqu'k  2^  heures  sans  la  moindre  iiitermption.  On  a'y  est  mdme  batta 
k  coups  de  pierres.  L*ennemi,  repouss^  quatre  fois  des  br^ches,  a  constamment 
renouveld  ses  atiaques  par  de  nouvelles  colonnes.     De  notre  c6t6|  not  Mbkm 
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rtenres  ont  soutenu  les  troupes  plac^  sur  let  bribes.  II  est  bien  malheureux 
que  la  faiblesse  de  la  gamison  ne  nous  ait  pas  permis  d'avoir  quelques  troupes  de 
plus  pour  assurer  le  succ^  de  cette  journ^,  qui,  ouoique  rennemi  nous  ait  forc^ 
k  rentrer  dans  le  fort,  n'en  est  pas  moins  une  oes  plus  glorieuses  pour  la  eamison. 

Mdheureusement  Texplosion  d'un  d6pot  de  cartouches  d'infanterie  et  de  boulets 
creux,  qui  se  trouvait  sur  la  courtine,  nous  a  occasionn^  des  pertes,  et  a  jet^  parmi 
Qous  un  moment  de  oonfbsion.  Mais  Tenthousiasme  et  la  bravoure  des  compagnies 
d'^ite  a  empdch^  Tennemi  de  pouvoir  profiter  de  cet  6v^nement ;  car  il  n'a  pas 
gagn^  un  pouce  de  terrain,  et  ce  n'est  que  longtemps  apr^  que  Tenncmi,  ayant 
T^uni  dans  les  d^combres  derridre  les  bribes  des  forces  considerables,  a  fait  plier 
le  centre,  et  nous  a  forces  de  songer  k  la  retraite. 

M.  le  colonel  de  Songeon,  qui  commandait  k  la  gauche,  m'a  pariaitemcnt  second^ 
k  la  t6te  des  troupes  sous  ses  ordres :  il  a  repouas^  par  deux  fois  Pennemi  sur  la 
br^'he,  oii  il  a  ^te  l^^ment  blessd  d'un  coup  de  feu  et  de  plusieurs  contusions. 
MM.  les  chefs  de  bataillon  Cramaille,  du  1**  de  ligne,  de  Lupd,  des  chasseurs 
de  montagne,  et  Gillet,  du  g^ie,  ont  4t^  gri^vement  bl^sds. 

A  6  heures  du  soir,  les  troupes  de  la  eamison,  apr^  avoir  d^fendu  les  traverses 
qiu  devaient  assurer  leur  retraite  dans  le  fort,  6taient  rdparties  dans  les  positions 
qu'elles  devaient  occuper  autour  de  ce  fort,  ovl,  se  trouvant  sans  abris,  elles  auront 
beaucoup  k  souffiir  des  feux  crois^  de  I'ennemi. 

La  joum^  du  31  Ao<it,  quoique  ficheuse  pour  la  gamison,  la  couvre  de  gloire, 
et  Tennemi  sera  ^tonn^  lorsqu'il  oonnattra  combien  peu  de  monde  lui  dtait  opposiS. 
Dans  un  rapport  plus  d^taill^,  j'aurai  Thonneur  de  vous  faire  connaitre  tous  les 
braves  qui  se  sont  distingu6s ;  le  nombre  en  est  grand.  Chefs,  ofiiciers,  soldats,. 
tous  ont  rivalis^  de  z^le  et  de  ddvouement.  Je  urierai  V.  E.  de  sollieiter  pour  eux 
les  g^&ces  de  TEmpereur ;  ils  s'en  sont  rendus  dignes.  J'cstime  notre  perte  k  400 
hommes  hors  de  combat,  dont  20  officiers.     Celle  de  I'ennemi  doit  ^tre  immense. 

Cette  place,  dans  un  ddnOment  absolu  de  toutes  choses,  et  dans  le  plus  mauvais 
^t,  n'en  a  pas  moins  soutenu,  avec  la  plus  grande  vigueur,  les  efforts  de  I'ennemi 
pendant  63  jours,  dont  56  de  tranche  ouverte.  Pour  mon  compte,  Monseigneur^ 
j'ai  tout  fidt  pour  m^riter  la  oonfianoe  dont  j'ai  ^t^  houor6  par  TEmpereur. 

I>  g^D^ial  l^ey  au  Mar^cbal  Soult,  Dae  de  Dalmatie. 

Au  Fort  de  St  S^bastien,  le  31  Aofit,  1813. 

A  1  heure,  la  marde  ^tant  basse,  des  colonnes  Anglaises  ont  mont£  k  Tassaut ; 
elles  ont  ^t^  repouss^es  aux  cris  de  '  VivelEmpereur  /*  par  deux  fois,  des  colonnes 
Portugaises  tr^fortes  se  sont  prdsentto,  et  deux  fois  elles  ont  ^^  repoussto,  soit 
k  la  droite,  soit  k  la  gauche.  Le  feu  etut  si  vif  que  malheureusement  des  obus  et 
des  boulets  creux,  pUcds  aux  traverses  tsor  la  courtine,  et  des  cartouches  d'infan- 
terie, ont  pris  feu,  et  tous  nos  grenadiers,  sapeurs,  et  chasseurs  de  montagne,  ont 
M  brQl^  ou  tu6s.  Malgr6  ce  malheur,  mes  postes  avancds  sont  renti&,  et  la 
▼ille  a  ete  d^fendue  pied  k  pied.  A  7  heures,  au  moment  oil  je  vous  ^cris,  je 
rentre  dans  le  fort,  apr68  avoir  soutenu  la  retraite  de  toutes  mes  troupes.  Je  pense 
que  Tennemi  sera  assez  juste  pour  dire  que  sans  Tex  plosion  de  nos  obus,  de  nos 
boulets  creux,  et  de  nos  cartouches,  il  n'edt  jamais  pendtr^  dans  la  ville. 

In&nterie,  artillerie,  tout  le  monde  a  fait  son  devoir ;  sans  ce  malheur,  rennenri 
n'aurait  pas  obtenu  le  soi-disant  suoc^  qu'il  a  eu  sur  nous.  Au  moment  de  Tex  plo- 
sion, nous  avions  9  officiers  Anglais  faits  prisonniers  dans  les  deux  premiers  assauts ; 
ee  sont  de  braves  gens  qui  ont  donnd  mmchement.  L'ennemi  a  fait  des  pertes 
immenses ;  la  ndtre  est  considerable,  surtout  k  cause  de  Texplosion. 

Je  tiendrai  dans  le  fort  jusqu'k  la  demi^re  extremity.  Nos  moyens  en  artillerie 
sont  nuls,  et  nos  projectiles  creux  sont  6puis68.  Nous  n'avons  que  quelques  baion- 
nettes  et  des  cartouches ;  nous  les  empioierons.  Que  Y .  E.  voie  notre  situation, 
et  qu'elle  fiisse  un  efibrt,  s'il  est  possible,  pour  nous  secourir.  La  gamison  de  St. 
Sebastien  a  fait  son  devoir :  je  vous  recommande,  Monseigneur,  les  braves  gens 

3ui  rest^it.  J*ai  fait  de  grandes  pertes,  car  tout  le  monde  se  disputait  I'honneur 
e  oombattre  sur  la  brtehe ;  je  n'u  6te  malheureusement  que  bless^  i^g^rement. 
Je  Tous  prie  de  dire  k  S.  M.  que  la  gamison  de  St.  S^bastien  m^rite  ses  bont^s 
et  ses  graces.  Je  tous  attends,  Monseigneur,  et  je  ne  puis  vous  dire  jusqu'k 
quelle  ^poque  je  pourrai  prolonger  ma  defense,  car  je  ne  connais  pas  encore  toutes 
mes  pertes.  Mais  je  vous  le  c^dfie,  sans  Texplosion  de  nos  obus  et  de  nos  boulets 
creux,  Tennemi  n'aurait  pas  p6n6tr^  dans  la  ville. 

Les  oompaenies  d'^lite  qui  6taient  sur  la  courtine  ne  eomptent  chacune  que  10 
homines,  et  c  est  porter  leur  force  au  plus  haut. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  APPRNMX. 

Le  g4ii6nl  Rey  mi  Mv^chal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie. 

St  S^bastien,  le  7  S«pt.  1813»  au  matin. 

J*ai  eti  riionoear  ^  reodre  compte  k  V.  £.  de  la  joura^  du  31  Aoi^t,  dans 
laquelle  la  brave  gamison  de  St  S^bestien  a  sootenu  un  assant  de  quatre  heures 
cona^cutives,  qui  a  coiit^  k  Tennemi  plus  de  3000  bommes.  U  a  eu  deux  g^ii6- 
raux  de  blesses,  ct  il  a  perdu  beaucoup  d'offiders.  Les  jours  suivanta  jusqu'au 
4  Sept.,  17  mortiers  et  9  chamete  ont  oontinuelkment  ]ano6  sur  le  fort  one  quan- 
tity considerable  de  p«t>iectiles  qui  oal  ibis  le  donjon  dans  un  tel  6tat  de  destmo- 
tion,  qu'il  6tait  impooible  d*y  conserver  uaanl  hmam^ 

Le  6  et  le  6,  Tennemi  a  continue  son  feu.  II  avaif  tFBT«aH6  ^opuia  le  I*'  k  one 
mnde  batterie  de  17  pieces  de  canon,  qu'il  arait  pfaic^  au  bas  de  la  courtine  de 
rouvrage  h,  comes.  II  avait  ^tabli  aussi  deux  nouvelles  batteries  dans  la  presqn'ile 
pr^  du  Rondeau.  Sa  batterie  de  br^che  ^tait  dirigpge  contre  le  fort,  et  U  avait 
auCTient£  sa  batterie  du  Mont  Ulia  et  celle  de  S**  Clara. 

Le  7,  Tennemi  augmenta  son  feu  de  projectiles  creux,  qui  toasa  nos  troupes 
sans  abri,  nos  bdpitaux  et  nos  magasins.  Des  le  5,  le  conseil  de  defense  reconnnt 
qu*il  6tait  impossible,  dans  T^tat  ou  nous  nous  trouvions,  de  r^sister  plus  longtemps 
k  Tennemi,  n  ayant  pas  une  pidce  d'artillerie  en  ^tat  de  tirer,  et  le  donjon  se  trou- 
yant  dans  un  £tat  complet  de  destruction. 

Le  8  au  matin,  Tennemi  ayant  achev^  la  grande  batterie  qu'il  amt  entreprise 
sur  la  courtine  de  I'ouvrage  k  comes,  il  a  commence  k  tirer  sur  tous  les  points  avec 
62  boudies  k  feu.  £n  mcHns  de  quatre  heures  la  batterie  du  Mirador,  ceile  de  la 
Reine,  et  toutes  les  murailles  du  fort  ont  ^t6  ouvertes.  N'ayant  pas  le  moindi^  . 
espoir  de  r^sister  plus  longtemps,  j'ai  cm,  ainsi  que  i*v  ^tais  autorise  par  le  conseil 
de  defense,  devoir  accepter  la  capitalation  honorable  qui  deux  fds  m'avait  6t6 
ofierte  par  M.  le  e6n£ral  Graham,  et  que  j'avais  refus^e. 

J*ai  rhonneur,  Monscigneur,  de  joindre  id  la  capitulation  et  le  proc^verbal  de 
la  deliberation  du  conseil  de  defense.  En  riSsistant  trois  jour^  de  plus  que  ce  con- 
seil ne  le  demandait,  notre  situation  ^tait  devenue  encore  plus  ^cheuse,  et  le  soldat, 
qui  se  voyait  ecras6  sans  pouvoir  se  d^fendre,  ne  montrait  plus  cette  ardeur  qui 
1  animait  auparavant.  Les  officiers  Anglais,  en  prenant  possession  du  fort,  ont  M 
etonn^s  de  i'6tat  de  destmction  dans  lequel  ils  Tout  trouvd. 

La  brave  gamison  de  St.  S6bastien,  reduite  k  peu  pr^  an  tiers  de  la  force  qu'elle 
avait  au  commencement  du  si^ge,  a  soutenu,  pendant  73  jours,  tous  les  efiorts  d*un 
ennemi  nombreux,  qui  a  d^ploj^^  contre  ellc  les  plus  grands  moyens  d'attaque. 
y .  E.  a  tout  fait  pour  la  secourir ;  n'ayant  pu  r^ussur,  il  a  iallu  succomber. 

Les  g^ndraux  et  officiers  Anglais  disent  bautement  que  c'est  la  resistance  la  plus 
opini&tre  qui  se  soit  faite  depuis  le  commencement  de  la  guerre. 

Je  vous  supplie  done,  Monseigneur,  d'avoir  la  bont^,  en  mettant  sous  les  yeuif 
de  TEmpereur  la  conduite  de  la  brave  gamison  de  St.  S^bastien,  de  demander  pour 
elle,  que  S.  M.  daigne,  conformdment  k  son  d^cret  de  1811,  prescrire  au  Ministre 
de  la  Guerre  de  prendre  de  suite  des  mesures  pour  en  assurer  promptement 
r^change.  Je  solndte  vivement  cette  grftce  pour'  elle.  Je  vous  pne,  MonsdjP- 
neur,  d^ppuyer  vivement  aupr^  de  TEmpereur  Tobtention  des  recompenses  que  je 
demande  pour  les  braves  qui  se  sont  plus  particuli6rement  distingues. 

Le  Marechal  Soult,  Due  de  Dalmatie,  au  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Bayoniie,  le  13  Sept  1813. 

J'ai  parcouru  aujourd'hui  la  ligne  de  St  Jean  de  Luz  k  Cambo,  oH  je  fins  Clever 
des  ouvrages ;  et  je  me  suis  rendu  k  Bayonne,  pour  voir  T^tat  des  travaux,  et  pour 
fiiire  entreprendre  oeux  du  grand  camp  retranche  en  avant  du  front  d*£spagne,  au 
sujet  duquel  j'aurai  Thonneur  de  &ire  un  rapport  perticulier  k  V.  £.,  k  moo  arrivM 
de  Bayonne.  J'ai  re^u  par  M.  Groblet,  lieutenant  du  ff^nie,  direrses  lettres  de  M. 
ie  general  Rey,  ex-commandant  de  St  Sebastien,  sous  la  date  du  31  Aodt  et  du  10 
de  ce  mois.  L*une  de  ces  demi^res  renferme  copie  do  la  capitulation  qu'il  a 
approuvee  le  8,  en  vertu  de  laquelle  il  a  remis  le  fort  de  St  Sebastien  aux  troopea 
Anfflaises,  et  s'est  rendu  prisonnier  avec  le  restant  de  sa  gamison.  Cette  lettre 
renferme  aussi  une  copie  de  la  deliberation  du  conseil  de  defense,  qui  rautoriae  k 
fiure  des  propositions  pour  obtenir  la  ca]ntulation  la  plus  honorable,  et  one  copie 
d'untf  lettre  du  commandant  de  Vartillerie,  en  date  du  4. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'adresser  k  Y.  E.  copies. de  toutes  ces  lettres,  rapports,  etats,  et 
capitulation.  Je  lu  prie  de  vouloir  bien  les  mettre  sous  les  yeux  ae  rEinpereur, 
en  sollidtant  les  grftoes  de  S.  M.  en  iaveur  des  militaires  de  tous  grades  qui  oom- 
posaient  les  restes  de  cette  vaillante  garnison. 
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Le  g<^n^ral  Rey  B^esC  conduit,  pendant  ce  si^ge  memorable,  avec  la  plus  grande 
distinction.  U  a  perdu  lea  deux  tiers  de  sa  earnison.  II  a  soutenu  quatre  assauts, 
et  il  ^tait  sans  defense  lorsqu'il  a  capitul^  :  les  conditions  qui  lui  ont  M  accord^ea 
sont  honorables ;  il  ne  ponvait  en  obtentr  d'autres.  Les  ennemis  ont  admir6  sa 
valeur,  et  les  bonnes  dispositions  qu'il  a  fiiites  pour  r6sister,  dans  une  mauTaise 
place,  k  toos  leurs  ethrts.  Us  n'ont  pas  trouv^,  dans  la  ville,  n»  dans  le  fort,  une 
seule  pidce  en  ktat  de  Dedre  feu.  Les  monitions  et  les  vivres  ^taient  presque  ^puis^, 
les  bless^  n'avaient  ancun  abri.  C'est  k  Tappui  de  tous  ces  titres  que  j'invoque 
mk  sa  iaveur  un  t^moignage  ^datant  de  la  satisfaction  de  S.  M. 

Je  sollicite  aussi  les  graces  de  TEmpercur  en  faveur  de  I'adjudant  commandant 
Songeon,  chef  d'^tat-mi^r  du  g^^ral  Key,  et  g<^^ralement  en  fiiveur  de  tous  lea 
militaires  encore  ezistants  de  cette  gamison,  et  des  families  de  ceux  qui  ont  sue- 
comb^  au  champ  d'bonneur.  Le  gra^ral  Rey  d^gne,  dans  les  deux  ^ts  ci-joints, 
ceux  qui  en  sont  le  plus  di^nes. 

M.  le  g^n^ral  Rey  solliate  encore  que  V .  £.  Teoille  bien  fiiire  payer  k  madame 
son  Spouse  ce  qui  lui  est  dd  pour  appointements  et  traitementa  extraordinaires. 
J'ai  rbonneur  de  vous  prier,  Monsieur  le  Due,  d'etre  favorable  k  cette  demande. 

Enfin,  M.  le  gdn6rar  Rev  invoque  pour  lui  ^  sa  gamison  le  b^n^ce  du  d6crct 
impdrial  qui  present  que  les  gamisons  dea  places,  qui  se  seront  ddfendues  avcc 
bonneor,  soient  imm^iatement  6chang^.  Je  supplie  V.  E.  de  vouloir  bien 
prendre  it  ce  sujet  les  ordres  de  S.  M. 

L'offider  du  g^nie  qui  m'a  iq^port^  ces  lettree  est  le  seul  qui  soit  rest^  des  offi- 
ciers  de  son  arme,  ainsi  que  20  sapeurs ;  les  autres  ont  ^U  tu6s.  II  a  donn^  parde 
qu'il  se  reconstituerait  prisonnier,  s'il  n'dtait  point  ^change.  Je  vais  le  retenir,  et 
envoyer  en  place  un  lieutenant  Anglais. 

No.  XI.     (p.  638.) 

Le  Mai^chal  Due  de  Dalmatie  au  Due  de  Feltre,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Au  bivouac  sur  les  hauteurs  d'Altabitco,  le  25  Juillef,  1813,  i  11  heuret  du  toir. 

J*ai  attaqud  aujourd'hui  la  droite  de  Tennemi,  qui  dtait  forro^e  par  deux  divi- 
aions  Anglaises  et  la  division  Espagnole  de  Munllo.  Nous  les  avons  chass^es 
d'une  tr^  forte  position  qui  est  en  avant  du  d^fil^  d'Altabisca.  Un  brouillard  ex- 
traordinairemcnt  ^pab  nous  a  surpris  k  3^  heures,  au  moment  ou  nous  poursui-, 
vions  I'ennemi,  et  nous  a  empdcb^  d'attaquer  le  plateau  d*Altabisca;  demain 
k  la  pointe  du  jour  cela  aura  lieu ;  nous  n'avons  pu  faire  que  200  prisonniers  enne- 
mis ;  mais  les  Anglais  ont  beaucoup  souffert.  M.  le  g^n^nd  Reille  n'a  pu  arriver 
au  Lindus,  oik  il  devait  prendre  position ;  il  a  remarqud  un  mouvement  oe  la  ligne 
ennemie  sur  sa  droite.  Jen'ai  re^u  dansla  joum^aucun  rapport  de  M.  le  Comte 
d'EHon :  il  devait  attaquer  le  col  de  Maya.  Je  n*en  ai  pas  non  plus  du  ft6n4n\ 
Vaiatte.  F«        F  K 

Les  troupes  montrent  beaucoup  d'ardeur,  et  les  gdn^raux  un  grand  d^vouement. 
Les  6*  et  25*  de  ligne  se  sontparfaitement  conduits. 

Lorsque  les  operations  me  donneront  un  peu  plus  de  temps,  j'aurai  Thoimcur  de 
faire  k  V.  E.  un  rapport  plus  circonstanci^. 

Le  Mar^chal  Due  de  Dalmatie  an  Due  de  Feltre,  Muiittre  de  la  Guerre. 

Lintoain,  ce  26  Juillet,  1813,  i  11  heurti  du  soir. 
L'ennemi  a  dvacu^  pendant  la  nuit  sa  position  du  col  de  Ronceveaux ;  il  seat 
ausai  retire  de  oelle  de  Lindus,  devant  laquelle  M.  le  Comte  Reille  ^tait  avec  lea 
divisions  de  Tule  droite.  A  la  pointe  du  jourj*ai  fait  mettre  les  troupes  en  marche ; 
les  divisions  de  la  gauche  commandoes  par  M.  le  lieutenant  gdnOral  Clausel  ont 
aoivi  la  route  qui  conduit  k  Pampelune ;  I'avant^garde  a  joint  les  premiers  postes 
ennemis  en  avant  de  Viscarret,  et  les  a  pouss^  jusqu'aux  hauteurs  qui  sont  en  avant 
de  Zubiri,  oh  ils  se  sont  rallies  k  leur  ligne ;  lei  difficult^  de  la  route  et  un  brouil- 
lard trds  6pais  qui  a  eu  lien  toute  la  nuit,  ont  retard^  notre  marche,  aussi  il  ^tait 
dOjktard  quand  la  t§te  de  la  colonne  a  pu  s'emparer  des  hauteurs  qui  sont  en  avant 
de  linzoain  et  d*£rro,  ou  il  ^  a  eu  un  petit  engagement ;  mais  je  n'ai  pas  jug^ 
devoir  attaquer  ce  soir  la  position  des  ennemis,  oil  ils  nous  ont  prtentO  k  peu 
p«^  16,000  hommes,  dont  9000  k  10,000  Anglais  de  deux  divisions,  et  le  reste 
Es[Mignols ;  ils  ont  aussi  montrd  quelques  pieces  de  canon. 
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M.  le  lieutenant  gin^nX  Comte  Reille  devait,  apr^  avoir  fore^  la  position  de 
Idndus,  manoeuvrer  par  sa  droite,  en  gardant  la  cr^te  det  montagnes,  poor  s*eai- 
parer  successivement  des  d^bouch^  qui  viennent  de  la  vall^  de  Bazten ;  et  ainsi 
obiiger  lea  ennemis  k  se  retirer,  oe  qui  eiit  favoris^  M.  le  Comte  d*£rlon  pour 
d^boucher  ;  ce  matin,  k  10  heures,  lea  guides  n*ont  pas  voulu  le  condoire  dans 
cette  direction ;  lo  brouiUard  ne  pennettait  pas  de  distinguer  les  objets  k  dix  pas ; 
lis  ont  craint  d'^arer  la  colonne  dans  quelque  pr^|)ice,  ce  aui  a  d^termin^  M.  le 
Comte  Reille  k  venir  joindre  celle  de  gauche  k  Espinal ;  je  Vai  fait  ^tablir  en  ar- 
ri^re  de  Linzoain ;  demain  11  formera  Tattaque  de  gauche,  si  Tennemi  garde  sa 
position. 

M.  le  Comte  d^Erion  m*a  ^crit  hier,  k  3  heures  apres  midi,  que,  eoofonn^- 
ment  k  mes  ordres,  les  divisions  du  centre  ont  attaqu€  et  emport^  la  forte  positioa 
du  C^  de  Maya,  malgr^  la  vigoureuse  r^istanoe  que  les  ennemis  y  ont  faite. 
La  2*  division,  command^  par  le  g^^ral  Darmagnac,  a  montr^  en  oette  dr- 
Constance  uno  ardeur  extraordinaire.  Aprte  oet  ^*hec,  Tennemi  divisa  ses 
troupes  en  deux  colounes ;  Tune  descendit  la  vall^  de  Baztan,  Tautre  prit  la  route 
d*£cbalar.  M.  Ic  Comto  d'Erlon  les  fit  poursuivre ;  mais  ensuite  il  jugea  k  propoa 
d*arrdterce  mouvement,  et  de  rdunir  les  divisions  du  centre  au  Col  de  Maya; 
Tennemi  se  maintenait  encore  k  la  montagne  d*Abchiola;  je  regrette  d*antuit 
plus  ce  contre-tems  (jue  j'arab  ordonn^  k  M.  le  Comte  d'Erlon  de  manoeuvrer  poor 
se  rapprochor  de  moi ;  ie  viens  de  lui  r^t^r  le  m^me  ordre. 

Lei  Anglais  ont  perdu  beaucoup  de  monde  dans  ce  combat ;  on  lenr  a  anasi  pria 
8  pidoes  de  canon :  ils  ont  ^;alement  perdu  beaucoup  k  I'attaque  de  M.  le  Comte 
Reille;  le  10*r6gt.  a  4t6  presque  d^truit;  un  bataillion  du  6* d'inftnterie  l^^^re 
de  la  division  Foy  a  charg^  ce  r^ment  k  la  baionnette,  et  Ta  renvers^ ;  enfin, 
ils  ont  aussi  beaucoup  perdu  k  I'attaque  de  la  montagne  d'Altabisca,  par  M.  le 
g^n^ral  Baron  Clausel,  dans  laquelle  plusieurs  officiers  de  marque  ont  4t6  tn6fg 
et  nous  avons  fiiit  beaucoup  de  prisonniers. 

J'ignore  ce  oui  s'est  passd  hier  et  aujourd'hui  sur  la  Basse  Bidasoa ;  je  n'ai  rieo 
re^u  du  g^n^ral  Villatte,  qui  a  d'ailleurs  ses  instructions. 

Je  n*ai  jamais  vu  les  troupes  mieux  dispose,  ni  montrer  plus  d*ardeur ;  les 
gardes  nationales  des  Landes  et  des  Basses  ryrdn^,  et  les  oompagnies  de  chas- 
seurs de  montagne,  que  j*ai  employ^  ju8qu*k  la  fronti^,  ont  rivalis^  d'ardeur 
avec  elles ;  Ten  feral  mention  oans  le  rapport  g^dral  que  j*aurai  Phonneur  d*a- 
dresser  k  Y.  £. 

No.  XII.     (pp.  678,  726.) 

Decreto  de  33  de  Julio  de  181S. 

Las  C<5rtes  generales  y  extraordinarias,  i,  nombre  de  la  nacion  Espafiola,  en 
testiroonio  de  su  mas  sincera  gratitud,  decretan :  Se  adjudica  al  Duque  de  Cindad 
RodriKO  para  si,  sns  heredores  y  sucesores,  el  sitio  y  posesion  Real,  conocido  en  la 
vega  de  Uranada,  por  el  Soio  de  Roma^  con  inclusion  del  ti^rreno  llamado  de  las 
Clumchmas,  que  si  halla  situado  dentro  el  mbmo  tdrmino  del  Soto  para  que  si 
hayan  y  desfruten  con  aseglo  d  la  Constitucion  y  d  las  leyes.  Lo  tendrd  enten- 
dido  la  Regencia  del  Reino  para  su  cumplimiento,  y  lo  hara  publicar.  Dado  en 
Cadiz  k  22  de  Julio  de  1813.  Josef  Antonio  Sambiela,  Presidente ;  Mamiel 
Gorganes,  Deputado  Secretario ;  Fermin  de  Clementi^  Deputado  Secretario.  A  la 
Regenda  del  Reino,  Reg.  lib.  2,  fol.  222. 


END  OF  THE  SIXTH  VOLUME. 
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IN  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME. 

P.  45,  at  bottom,  add  25th  and  26th  to  Portalegre.     It  appears  that  since  that 

time  Gen.  Reg- 
P.  230,  line  17  from  bottom,/or  1810  read  1809. 
P.  332,  line  7  from  bottom,^  Gohde  read  der  Gohrde. 

last  line,,^  Lunenburg  read  Blankenburg. 
P.  687,  line  24  from  bottom,  ^^  Barnes  read  Bams. 
P.  723,  last  Xva^^foT  nephew  read  brother. 
P.  737,  lines  4  and  2  from  bottom,^  Capitraz  read  Capitaz. 

NoTB. — A  number  of  copies  of  the  Fourth  Volume  having  been  worked  off  before  the 
line  at  the  bottom  of  p.  45  was  discovered  to  have  been  omitted,  by  accident,  the  accom- 
panying leaf  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  being  substituted  in  the  copies  in  which  the  error 
has  not  been  corrected. 

IN  THE  FIFTH  VOLUME. 

It  was  found  desirable  to  alter  the  arrangement  of  the  matter  in  the  Appendix  after 
the  sheets  were  worked,  which  will  account  for  the  following  errors  in  the  references  to  the 
Appendix. 

P.  19,  note  at  bottom,ybr  See  Appendix,  Nos.  II.  and  III.,  read  See  Appendix, 

No.  L 
P.  41,  note  at  bottom,  for  See  Appendix,  Nos.  I.  and  FV.,  read  See  Appendix, 

No.  III. 
P.  45,  note  at  bottom,  to  See  Appendix,  No.  III.,  add  No.  XV. 
P.  46,  note  at  bottom,  for  See  Appendix,  Nos.  I.  and  IV.,  read  See  Appendix, 

No.  III. 
P.  104,  note  at  bottom,  for  See  Appendix,  Vol.  III.,  No.  XXXIX.,  reoif  See 

Appendix,  Vol.  FVT.,  No.  XXXVIII. 
P.  255,  note  at  bottom,  for  See  Appendix,  No.  VII.,  read  See  Appendix, 

No.  VIII. 
P.  327,  line  20,^  Anchmuty  read  Ahmaty. 
P.  447,  line  3  from  bottom,  for  See  Appendix,  No.  XVI.,  iwrf  See  Appendix, 

No.  XI. 
P.  472,  Ime  6,ybr  Seson  readTeson, 
P.  484,  line  14,^  Muor  read  Mayor. 
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I  have  already  infonned  your  Lordship  that  there  are  several  Portuguese 
vessels  in  the  Tagus  which  might  be  employed  in  the  embarkation  either 
of  individuals  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  if  His  Majesty's  government  should 
think  it  proper  to  encourage  a  general  emigration,  or  the  Portuguese  army. 
It  is  necessary,  however,  that  these  vessels  should  be  previously  prepared, 
in  whatever  way  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  employ  them ;  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  His  Majesty's  minister  at  Lisbon  should  be  instructed  upon 
this  subject. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  R.  Ciaufurd.  Gelorico,  2d  Bfay,  ISIO. 

Treceived  in  the  night  your  letter  of  the  1st.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
we  might  now  raise  the  investment  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  but  the  success 
of  the  operation  would  answer  no  purpose.  The  enemy's  artillery  and 
means  for  the  siege  are  still  at  Salamanca,  and  the  question  whether  we 
should  be  able  to  get  possession  of  them  is  the  same  as  it  was  a  fortnight 
ago.  I  am  convinced  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  pass  the  Tormes  before 
Ney  could  bring  upon  us  a  much  larger  force  than  I  have ;  particularly 
now  that  the  siege  of  Astorga  is  finished. 

I  send  you  the  return  of  Victor's  corps  of  last  year,  in  which  you  will 
see  the  organization  of  a  French  corps.  It  is,  in  fact,  an  army  composed 
of  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  battalions,  with  its  cavalry,  staff, 
commissariat,  artillery,  engineers,  &c.,  complete.  You  will  also  observe 
that  the  cavalry  forms  a  complete  division  in  the  corps ;  and  although,  for 
purposes  of  operation,  parts  of  the  cavalry  may  be  attached  at  times  to 
divisions  of  infantry,  the  division  of  infantry  has  no  cavalry  belonging  to 
it  Of  these  corps  there  are  in  our  front  Ney's,  which  was  the  3d  corps 
of  the  army  in  Spain ;  Loison's,  which  consists,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
of  foreign  troops ;  Kellermann's,  which  is  the  old  6th  corps  of  the  army 
in  Spain,  and  was  Bessi^res' :  this  had  in  it  in  1808  and  the  beginning  of 
1809,  the  Imperial  Guards ;  these  were  withdrawn  early  last  year,  and  it 
had  not  been  reinforced  in  infantry,  unless  by  some  of  the  conscripts 
lately  arrived ;  and  Junot's,  or  the  8th  corps  of  the  army  in  Spain,  in 
Leon,  and  part  of  it  at  Valladolid.  This  corps  has  arrived  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  The  corps  complete  is  nearly  40,000  men.  I  should 
think  that  if  these  corps  are  averaged  at  about  15,000  or  16,000,  it  is  the 
most  they  have.  I  should  think  Ney  has  20,000,  Loison  had  14,000 :  I 
reckon  ihese  2  about  30,000.  Junot  brought  into  Spain  23,000,  and  I 
reckon  his  corps  and  Kellermann's  about  30,000  more, 

I  have  heard  from  Cadiz  to  the  23d ;  we  have  lost  the  Matagorda  Fort, 
but  the  French  have  certainly  weakened  their  force  in  front  of  Cadiz,  and 
have  reinforced  their  corps  in  Estremadura.  Is  the  Agueda  filled  again 
by  the  rains  ? 

To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  Celorico,  3d  May,  1810. 

The  movement  which  I  informed  your  Lordship  in  my  last  dispatch  of 
the  26th  April,  that  Lieut  Gen.  Hill  intended  to  make  through  the  Sierra 
de  San  Mamed,  had  the  desired  effect  of  relieving  Gen.  O'Donell  from 
the  attack  with  which  his  position  at  Alburquerque  was  threatened.  The 
enemy  retired  to  his  position  at  Merida,  and  Gen.  Hill  returned  on  the 
25th  and  26th  to  Portalegre.     It  appears  that  since  that  time  Gen.  Reg- 
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nier  has  received  a  reinforcement,  said  to  be  4000  men,  from  Toledo,  by 
the  bridge  of  Arzobispo ;  and  4000  men  arrived  at  Merida  on  the  26^ 
April,  detached  from  Mortier's  corps  in  Andalusia.  They  reconnaitred 
Badajoz,  on  the  right  of  the  Guadiana,  on  the  2'7th.  The  divisions  of 
Gens.  Ballesteros  and  Contreras,  of  the  Marques  de  la  Romana's  corps, 
are  in  the  same  positions  at  Aroche,  and  near  Xerez  de  los  Caballeros. 

By  the  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  Cadiz,  it  appears  that  the 
enemy  have  obtained  possession  of  Fort  Matagorda,  having  been  able  to 
bring  upon  that  post  a  very  heavy  fire.  I  conclude  that  your  Lordship 
will  have  received  the  detailed  account  of  this  event  from  Lieut.  Qea, 
Graham.  I  understand  that  the  loss  sustained  in  the  attack  of  the  enemy 
made  upon  this  post  was  15  R.  and  F.  killed,  and  45  wounded.  Major  Le- 
febure  was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  cannon  shot  at  the  moment  the  post 
was  evacuated.* 

The  accounts  ^m  Cadiz  tend  to  confirm  the  reports  that  the  enemy 
have  detached  troops  from  Andalusia  into  Estremadura. 

I  received  accounts  on  the  night  of  the  26th  April,  some  hours  after  I 
had  dispatched  the  courif  r  with  my  last  letter  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
enemy  had  broken  up  from  the  Tormes,  and  had  approached  Ciudad  Rod- 
rigo  on  the  25th,  which  place  has  been  since  invested  on  the  right  of  the 
Agueda.     As  soon  as  I  received  those  accounts,  I  gave  directions  for  the 

*  Lieut  Gen.  Graham  to  Lord  Liverpool.  I«Ut  *M  April,  isio. 

From  the  information  your  Lordshiir  already  had  of  the  miieiable  state  of  the  fort  of 
Matagorda  (never  to  be  coDfidered  free  from  the  danger  of  anault),  it  will  not  be  matter  c^ 
■urprite  that  after  holding  it  2  months  it  should  now  be  abandoned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Capt.  Maclaine^sf  (of  the  94th)  report  to  me.  It  would  be 
an  injustice  to  the  service  not  to  recommend  him  in  the  warmest  manner  to  jour  Lcnrdsbip^ 
notice,  as  well  as  the  officers  who  continued  with  him  to  the  last  of  this  arduous  duty : 
Lieut  Brereton,  of  the  Royal  artillery;  Ensigns  Cannon  and  Scott,  of  the  94th;  and  Mr. 
Dobson,  midshipman  of  H.M.S.  InvindhU,  The  defence  of  Matagorda  has  been  wit- 
nessed by  every  body  with  admiration,  and  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in  allowing 
it  to  be  continued  so  lon^  but  from  the  expectation  of  the  possibility  of  some  divenion 
being  made  in  its  favor,  which,  however,  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

It  is  impossible  that  I  should  not  endeavor  to  express  to  your  Lonlship  the  feelings  of 
universal  and  deep  regret  excited  by  the  untimely  fall  of  that  diitinguisoed  officer  Major 
Lefebure,  of  the  Koyal  engineers,  whose  seal  carried  him  from  the  Admixal^s  ship  to  be  the 
hearer  of  my  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  that  he  might  be  ntisfied  that  it  was  no 
longer  tenable.  The  chief  direction  of  that  important  department  now  devolves  on  QtpL 
Birch.  Tour  Lordship  is  well  acquainted  with  my  opinion  of  his  merit  and  talenti,  so  well 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence  under  this  misfortune. 

P.S.  The  origmal  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Matagorda  consisted  of  Capt.  Maclaine  and 
Ensigns  Cannon  and  Scott,  94th  regt ;  25  Royal  artillery,  under  Lieut  Brereton ;  25  Royal 
marines ;  25  seamen,  under  Mr.  Dobson ;  and  67  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
of  the  94th  regt  Reinfbrcements  were  sent  in  the  evening  of  the  21st,  and  ralien  of  the 
whole  were  offered^  but  declined. 

Capt  Maclaine,  94th  regt,  to  Lieut  Gen.  Graham.  C«diz,  SM  April,  itio. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  tiiat  at  2  oVlock  on  the  morning  oX  the  21st,  the  cnemT 
opened  upon  the  74  gun  ship  S.  Pablo,  and  gun  boats  stationed  near  Fort  Matagorda,  wi& 
hot  shot,  and  succeeded  in  rorcing  them  to  abandon  their  position. 

Immediately  after  this  they  opened  upon  Fort  Matagorda  a  very  heavy  cannonade  of 
guns  and  mortars ;  but  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  direct  our  fire  with  a  certainty, 
I  ordered  Lieut  Brereton,  of  the  Royal  artillery,  to  delay  our  fire  until  daybreak. 

The  morning  discovered  3  batteries  opposed  to  us,  in  the  Trocadero,  of  21  guns,  and  frotn 
the  flight  of  th^  shells  we  judged  they  had  8  mmtars  in  other  3  batteries.  From  the  time 
they  commenced  firing  at  the  fort,  they  kept  up  a  most  tremendous  cannonade  of  shot  and 
shells  with  great  effect  until  nigh^  when  the  enemy  and  (he  ftrt  both  diacontinued.    lliat 

t  Major  Gen.  Sir  A.  Maclaine,  C.B. 
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